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PREFACE 


Trb  Publishing  Committee  of  the  American  Statistical  Association, 
in  issuing  the  following  pages,  to  constitute  Part  I.  of  the  first  volume 
of  their  Collections,  may  with  propriety  call  the  attention  of  the  public 
to  a  brief  statement  respecting  the  peculiar  sphere  and  objects  of  their 
labors.  For  this  purpose  they  avail  themselves  of  the  principal  portions 
of  an  Address  put  forth  by  the  Association  at  the  period  of  its  first  estab- 
lishment, in  the  year  1840;  which  was  drawn  up  with  much  learning 
and  ability,  by  Rev.  Professor  B.  B.  Edwards,  of  the  Andover  Theolog- 
ical Seminary.  So  valuable  an  exposition  of  the  subject  is  eminently 
worthy  of  preservation  in  the  more  permanent  form  which  will  here  be 
given  to  it. 

The  word  Statistics  is  of  German  origin,  and  is  derived  firom  the  word 
i89Uial,  signifying  the  same  as  our  English  word  Stale,  or  a  body  of  men  exist- 
ing in  a  social  union.*  Statistics  may  be  defined  to  be,  **  the  ascertaining 
and  the  bringing  together  of  those  facts,  which  are  fitted  to  illustrate  the  con- 
dition and  prospects  of  society."  The  object  of  Statistical  science  is  to  con- 
sider the  results  which  those  facts  produce,  with  the  view  to  determine  the 
principles  upon  whioh  the  well-being  of  society  depends. 

History  is  concerned  with  the  past  The  science  of  Statistics  delineates 
the  changes  which  are  now  going  on.  It  seeks  to  collect  and  classify  all  the 
fiicts  which  pertain  to  the  existing  arrangements  of  society.  "  History,"  it 
has  been  remarked,  "  is  Statistics  in  a  state  of  progression ;  Statistics  are  his- 
tory at  a  stand."  Geography  describes  the  individual  and  various  objects  in 
a  country  or  conmKNiwealth.  Statistics  bring  them  together  under  a  general 
view,  and  arrange  those  which  are  analogous.  Geography  is  employed  on 
particulars.  Statistics  group  these  particulars  together,  in  accordance  with 
some  leading  idea.f  Again,  the  science  of  Statistics  difiers  finom  Political 
Economy,  because,  although  it  has  the  same  end  in  view,  it  does  not  discuss 
causes,  nor  reason  upon  probable  effects.  Its  object  is  the  collection  and 
comparison  of  facts  which  illustrate  the  condition  of  mankind,  and  tend  to 
develope  the  principles  by  which  the  progress  of  society  is  determined. 

The  science  of  Statistics  is  of  recent  origin.  Achenwall,  who  was  bom  at 
Elbing,  in  Prussia,  in  1719,  and  died  in  1772,  was  the  first  who  gave  the 

*  See  tbe  first  number  of  the  Joomal  of  the  Statistical  Society  4>f  London. 
t  ihaom  CooveiBatioDS  Lezicoo,  1837, 8Ui  ed..  Vol.  z.  p.  628. 
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name,  and  a  Bcientific  form,  to  this  branch  of  knowledge.  His  compend, 
originally  published  in  1749,  went  through  seven  editions.  His  most  distin- 
guished pupil,  Schldsser,  carried  out  his  views  still  further  in  the  excellent 
yet  incomplete  "  Theory  of  Statistics,"  printed  at  Gottingen  in  1804.  In 
1807,  appeared  Neumann's  <<  Outline  of  Statistics."  In  the  systematic  and 
compendious  treatment  of  this  subject,  Toze,  Remer,  Meusel,  Sprengel, 
Mannert,  Fischer,  and  especially,  Hassel,  have  distinguished  themselves. 
The  last  named  is  the  eminent  geographer.  In  Italy,  there  are  the  weU 
known  names  of  Balbi,  Quadri,  and  Gioja. 

The  first  European  government  that  paid  any  attention  to  the  collection  of 
Statistics,  in  a  systematic  manner,  though  this  was  on  a  limited  scale,  was 
Sweden.  About  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  a  special  commission  was 
employed,  who  made  known,  at  intervals  of  five  years,  many  interesting 
facts  in  relation  to  the  population  of  the  country,  etc.  Schlosser  having 
called  attention  to  the  important  results  of  the  Swedish  commission,  several 
other  States  soon  entered  into  a  similar  arrangement  There  is  now  a  statisti- 
cal department,  or  what  is  termed  a  Bureau,  in  coimection  with  the  govern- 
ments of  Prussia,  Austria,  Bavaria,  WUrtemburg,  Naples  and  Sardinia.  At  the 
head  of  the  Bureau,  in  Berlin,  is  a  gentleman  of  great  intelligence,  M.  J.  G. 
Hofimann.  In  1832,  Lord  Auckland  and  Mr.  Poulett  Thompson,  who  then 
presided  over  the  Board  of  Trade  in  England,  established  a  Statistical  office 
in  that  department,  to  collect,  arrange,  and  publish  statements  relating  to  the 
condition,  and  bearing  upon  the  various  interests  of  the  British  Empire.  The 
volumes,  annually  printed  and  laid  before  Parliament  by  this  office,  are  well 
known  and  highly  esteemed. 

In  the  year  1831,  a  Statistical  Society  was  formed  in  the  kingdom  of  Sax- 
ony, which  has  prosecuted  its  objects  with  great  energy  and  success.  The 
French  Society  of  Universal  Statistics  was  founded  on  the  22d  of  November, 
1829,  and  is  under  the  protection  of  the  king.  It  proposes  and  decrees  prizes, 
grants  medals,  publishes  a  monthly  collection  of  its  transactions,  and  main- 
tains a  correspondence  with  learned  bodies  in  all  countries.  The  society 
numbers  at  present  more  than  1,500  members,  French  and  foreign,  who  are 
classed  into  titulary,  honorary,  and  corresponding  members.  The  subjects 
about  which  the  society  is  employed,  are  arranged  into  three  classes.  1. 
Physical  and  Descriptive  Statistics,  embracing  topography,  hydrography, 
meteorology,  geology,  mineralogy,  population,  man  considered  physically, 
hygiene,  and  the  sanitary  state.  2.  Positive  and  Applied  Statistics,  embrac- 
ing vegetable  and  animal  productions,  agriculture,  industry,  commerce,  nav- 
igation, state  of  the  sciences,  general  instruction,  literature,  languages,  and 
the  fine  arts.  3.  Moral  and  Philosophical  Statistics,  including  the  forms  of 
religous  worship,  legislative  and  judicial  power,  public  administration,  finan- 
ces, the  military,  marine,  and  diplomacy.  M.  Caesar  Moreau  is  charged  with 
the  general  direction  of  statistical  labors  or  transactions. 

The  History  of  Statistics  in  Great  Britain  contains  "but  little  of  impor- 
tance, previously  to  the  last  ten  years.  Among  the  few  valuable  books  on 
this  subject,  may  be  mentioned  Sir  John  Sinclair's  Statistical  Account  of 
Scotland,  Sir  F.  M.  Eden's  State  of  the  Poor,  and  Colquhoun's  Treatise  on 
the  Wealth,  Power,  and  Resources  of  the  British  Empire.    Veiy  recently 
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have  appeared  the  Statistical  Accounts  of  a  part  of  Ireland,  by  the  Officers 
of  the  Irish  Ordnance  Survey;  McCulloch's  Statistics  of  the  British  Elmpire; 
with  the  Dictionary  of  Conunerce  by  the  same  author ;  McGregoi's  Statistics 
of  Nations,  and  Porter's  Progress  of  the  Nation.  A  new  edition  of  Sinclaii's 
account  of  Scotland  is  in  the  course  of  publication. 

The  Statistical  Society  of  London  was  founded  on  the  15th  of  March, 
1834,  in  pursuance  of  a  recommendation  of  the  British  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science.  It  was  established  for  the  purposes  of  procuring, 
arranging  and  publishing  *<  Facts  calculated  to  illustrate  the  Condition  and 
Prospects  of  Society."  It  pursues  its  inquiries  under  the  four  heads  of 
Economical,  Political,  Medical,  and  Moral  and  Intellectual  Statistics ;  the 
first  head  embracing  natural  productions,  agriculture,  manufactures,  com- 
merce, currency,  the  distribution  of  wealth,  or  all  facts  relating  to  rent, 
wages,  profits,  etc. ;  the  second  head  comprises  political  and  legal  statistics, 
those  of  finance  and  national  expenditure,  and  of  civil  and  military  establish- 
ments ;  the  third  head  takes  up  the  great  subject  of  population,  in  addition 
to  the  topics  more  appropriately  belonging  to  it ;  while  the  fourth  head 
comprehends  the  statistics  of  literature,  education,  religious  instruction, 
ecclesiastical  institutions,  and  crime.  The  whole  number  of  members  of  the 
London  Society,  according  to  the  Fourth  Report,  is  402,  of  whom  382  are 
annual  subscribers,  14  foreign  honorary  members,  and  6  corresponding  non- 
resident members.  An  important  measure,  adopted  by  this  society,  is  the 
formation  of  committees,  who  have  in  charge  a  specific  and  limited  depart- 
ment of  labor.  Thus  one  committee  has  been  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
prosecuting  inquiries  into  the  state  of  education  in  a  portion  of  the  parishes 
of  London.  Another  conmiittee  is  collecting  information  in  respect  to  the 
various  "  strikes  and  combinations  which  have  existed  for  the  purpose  of 
altering  the  rate  of  wages ; "  a  third  committee  has  in  charge  the  statistics  of 
Life,  embracing  enumerations  of  Births,  Deaths,  Marriages,  and  Population, 
with  or  without  distinction  of  age,  sex,  climate  or  occupations,  etc.  The 
Society  has  published  a  monthly  journal  of  about  60  pages,  and  two  quarto 
volumes  of  Transactions.  The  monthly  journal  is  now  discontinued.  Its 
labors  appear  to  have  been  wisely  directed,  and  productive  of  important 
results.  Among  these  results  is  the  formation  of  similar  societies  in  Man- 
chester, Glasgow,  Liverpool,  Belfast,  Bristol,  Calcutta,  as  well  as  others  in 
various  parts  of  the  British  Empire. 

In  the  United  States,  but  littie  attention  has,  as  yet,  been  given  to  the 
subject  of  Statistics.  The  attempt  has  never  been  made  to  present  a  com- 
plete view  of  either  of  the  great  departments  of  this  interesting  and  practical 
science.  With  few  exceptions,  the  subject  has  been  wholly  overlooked^ 
both  by  the  National  and  the  State  governments.  Something,  however,  has 
been  done  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  connection  with  the 
census  of  the  population  which  has  been  taken  once  in  ten  years,  though 
here,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  far  less  has  been  accomplished,  than  might 
reasonably  have  been  expected.  We  may  also  mention  that  praiseworthy 
efforts  have  lately  been  made  in  connection  with  the  Patent  Office  at  Wash- 
ington. Some  of  the  individual  States  have  also  given  a  limited  attention  to 
certun  deputmeiits  in  the  icience,  puticukrly  to  that  of  primtiy  education. 
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The  Reports  of  the  School  Commissioneis  of  the  States  of  New  York  and 
Massachusetts  deserve  honorable  mention.  A  few  isolated  individuals  have 
likewise  labored  in  this  field  with  great  assiduity.  Valuable  information  is 
contained  in  Warden's  Statistical,  Political  and  Historical  Account  of  the 
United  States ;  Timothy  Pitkin's  Statistical  View  of  the  Commerce  of  the 
United  States ;  Adam  Seybert's  Statistical  Annals ;  William  Darby's  Histori- 
cal, Geographical,  and  Statistical  View  of  the  United  States ;  and  Watter- 
ston  and  Van  Zandf  s  Tabular  Statistical  Views. 

It  is  in  this  interesting  and  comparatively  uncultivated  field  that  the 
American  Statistical  Association  propose  to  labor  with  such  means  as  may 
be  placed  at  their  disposal,  with  the  cooperation  of  kindred  societies  which 
may  be  formed,  and  with  the  aid  which  may  be  expected  from  our  National 
and  State  Governments.  It  is  obviously  a  field  of  vast  extent,  and  rich  in 
materials  for  collection  and  comparison.  How  much  the  Association  may  be 
able  to  accomplish  must  be  left  for  time  to  determine.  There  are  not  want- 
ing, certainly,  encouragements,  sufficiently  ample  and  stimulating.  The 
advantages  which  may  be  expected  to  follow  a  diligent  pursuit  of  our  object 
are  neither  few  nor  unimportant.  Some  of  the  more  prominent  of  them,  we 
may  be  permitted  here  to  enumerate. 

1.  Statistics  are  closely  allied  to  the  other  sciences,  and  receive  contribu- 
tions from  all  of  them.  In  the  language  of  a  contemporary,*  "  they  are,  as 
it  were,  the  link  which  connects  them  with  the  practical  purposes  of  life." 
Thus  no  statistical  account  of  our  country  can  be  perfect  without  compre- 
hending its  Geography.  Here  a  wide  field  of  labor,  including  an  enture 
continent,  opens  before  the  American  statistical  inquirer.  The  science  of 
Geology  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  but  it  is  deservedly  attracting  great  attention 
on  the  part  of  several  of  our  State  authorities.  With  Statistics,  Geology  is 
connected,  inasmuch  as  the  latter  has  a  vital  relation  to  the  mineral  wealth 
of  a  country.  The  bearing  of  Statistics  upon  the  great  interests  of  Agricul- 
ture, is  too  obvious  to  need  illustration.  Statistics  enter  into  that  part  on 
Zoology,  which  points  out  the  means  of  sustenance,  of  the  emplojrment  of  in- 
dustry and  of  commerce.  The  propriety  of  the  cultivation  of  silk  in  this  country 
has,  of  late,  elicited  much  remark,  and  considerable  capital  is  devoted  to  it 
This  fact  shows  the  connection  of  Statistics  with  Botany  and  with  Horti- 
culture. Every  subject  in  truth  forms  a  part  of  Statistics.  Chemistry  enters 
largely  into  the  conveniences  of  life ;  Medicipe  is  connected  with  our  most 
important  earthly  interests ;  Mechanics  abridge  human  labor ;  Meteorology, 
by  explaining  the  causes  and  conditions  of  atmospheric  changes,  is  coimected 
with  Statistics.  Such  is  the  case  also  with  Physiology,  Population,  £ducap- 
tion,  Finance,  Government,  and  Religion.f 

2.  The  appropriate  sphere  which  this  Association  propose,  according  to 
their  ability,  to  occupy,  is  very  great.  It  now  comprises  thirty  States  and 
Territories,  with  all  their  vast  and  teeming  resources.  The  present  condition 
of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  of  the  countries  on  our  borders,  as  well  as  of  those  in 
other  parts  of  the  continent,  will  form  suitable  topics  for  inquiry.    We  are 

*  Journal  of  the  Statistical  Society  of  London. 

t  For  abundant  iUustraUons  of  tUs  tojne,  consolt  the  TranMctioos  of  the  London  and 
RMBk  8MiflitBl  SoeieliM. 


not  limited  by  a  few  acres  of  groand,  nor  by  a  few  hundred  thousands  of  pop> 
Qlation,like  our  fellow-laborers  in  some  other  portions  of  the  world.  A  Statis- 
tical Society,  l|ke  that  in  Saxony,  may,  indeed,  accomplish  more  perfectiy 
what  it  undertakes;  it  may  collect  and  record  facts  with  somewhat  more 
ptecision  than  a  Society  on  a  larger  scale  can  do.  StUl,  there  is  but  little 
opportonity  ibr  a  wide  comparison  of  facts.  There  are  but  few,  if  any, 
striking  contrasts.  Eren  in  Pnissia,  the  field  of  observation  and  comparison 
is  limited  to  half  a  dozen  provinces,  almost  in  the  same  parallel  of  latitude. 
In  our  conntiy  the  case  is  strikingly  different  The  difficulty  lies  at  the 
other  extreme.  The  field  is  too  extended,  it  may  be  thought,  to  admit  of  being 
accurately  explored.  Still  the  means  of  intercommunication  are  so  abundant, 
and  the  facilities  for  the  collection  and  difiusion  of  information  are  so  rapid, 
that  but  little  practical  difiiculty  need  be  feared,  while  we  shall  reap  the 
great  advantage  which  results  from  variety  of  climate,  soil,  scenery,  popular 
tion,  manners,  customs,  etc. 

3.  Another  advantage  which  may  be  expected  to  flow  firom  statistical 
faiqQiries  in  this  country,  has  relation  to  our  peculiar  civil  institutions.  It  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  that,  whije  the  experiment  of  free  political  institu- 
tions is  in  progress,  all  the  facts  pertaining  to  this  experiment  should  be  care- 
fUly  gathered  up  and  recorded.  The  whole  process  of  the  experiment  should 
be  accurately  marked  and  faithfully  described  by  competent  observers,  at  the 
time,  and  on  the  spot  In  this  way  if  we  succeed,  it  will  be  known  iohy  we 
succeed ;  if  we  fail,  the  cimses  of  this  failure  will  be  apparent  Thus  we 
shall  have  faithfld  observations  and  unquestionable  facts  on  which  to  rely, 
instead  of  being  left  to  guess  at  the  reasons,  and  substitute  speculation  in  the 
place  of  certain  knowledge.  How  inestimably  precious  would  be  a  thorough 
statistical  view  of  the  ancient  Grecian  Republics,  a  view  which  should  enter 
into  all  the  details — such  as  many  living  writers  could  give  of  the  existing 
state  of  Great  Britain  or  of  Germany.  The  ancient  historians  leave  us  in 
complete  darkness  in  respect  to  a  thousand  interesting  questions.  It  is  only 
after  a  most  laborious  search  of  every  accessible  means  of  information,  that 
such  indefatigable  antiquaries  as  Boeckh  and  Mliller,  have  been  able  to  give 
us  their  interesting,  but  still  scanty  notices  of  the  Public  Economy  of  Athens 
and  Sparta.  Owr  course  riiould  be  more  intelligent  and  benevolent  If  we 
value  our  institutions,  we  should  be  able  to  show  good  grounds  for  our  fiivor- 
able  estimate,  not  only  in  our  actual  prosperity,  but  by  our  recorded  knowl- 
edge, by  facts  well  ascertained,  and  philosophicaUy  classified.  And  this  duty 
cannot  be  safely  left  to  individuals.  It  is  only  by  means  of  associated  labor, 
that  the  proper  results  can  be  secured. 

4.  The  labors  of  this  Association  may  be  turned  to  immediate  good  account 
If  faidiMly  prosecuted,  they  wiU  be,  indeed,  of  inestimable  value  to  the  future 
faastorian,  in  our  own  and  in  other  lands.  They  may  convey  a  rich  amount  of 
experience  to  the  fiiends  of  civil  and  of  religous  fireedom  in  every  country, 
and  in  every  future  age.  But,  they  will,  by  no  means,  be  without  value  now. 
They  will  produce  palpable  and  present  benefits.  None  of  our  institutions 
are  in  a  perfect  state.  All  are  susceptible  of  improvements.  But  every  ration- 
al reform  must  be  founded  on  thorough  knowledge.  We  must  know  what 
the  want  is  befixre  we  can  supply  it    Frequentiy  an-  extensive  induction  of 
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jEacts  is  necessaiy.  It  wiH  be  wone  tfaui  lueless  to  rely  on  partial  and  ill* 
digested  information.  Neither  can  we  place  entire  confidence  in  the  opera- 
tions of  similar  institations  in  other  lands.  The  schools  of  Grermany,  for 
instance,  cannot  be  transfeired  here  without  some  modification.  We  must  in 
a  considerable  degree,  judge  for  ourselves,  after  we  have  examined  what  our 
own  wants  are.  We  are  in  a  forming  state,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  great  ex- 
periment We  need  all  possible  light  now.  Our  school  systems,  for  example, 
are  not  working  out  their  results  for  ourselves  alone.  The  inhabitants  of 
Florida  and  of  Wisconsin  will  derive  essential  benefit  firom  our  collected  and 
recorded  experience.  The  nations  which  people  other  parts  pf  our  continent 
will,  more  and  more,  as  they  become  civilized,  look  to  us  for  models  and  exem- 
plarsi  How  important,  that  we  should  be  able  to  give  them  clear  and  well- 
developed  views,  consistent  and  unquestionable  facts !  The  value  of  facts,  as 
eveiy  intdligent  observer  must  have  seen,  depends  essentially  on  their  lucid 
arrangement  If  they  are  not  presented  in  a  natural  and  orderly  manner,  they 
lose  one-half,  at  least,  of  their  present  worth.  Here,  consequently,  may  be 
seen  the  importance  of  associated  labor,  of  well-systematised  and  cominehen- 
sive  modes  of  proceeding,  and  of  effecting  such  a  division  in  labor  and  of 
making  such  comparison  in  the  results  which  may  be  accomplished,  as  shall 
give  to  every  class  of  facts  its  highest  value,  and  to  the  dcungs  of  the  society 
their  best  reward. 

The  Association  hope  to  be  able,  with  the  assistance  of  the  many  in- 
telligent individuals  who  are  interested  in  this  object,  to  accomplish,  in 
a  satisfactory  maimer,  the  tasks  which  they  have  voluntarily  undertaken. 
In  the  language  of  a  kindred  institution,  they  trust,  that  by  "  increasing  pro- 
gressively in  efficiency  and  usefulness,  they  shall  eventually  realize  many  of 
the  beneficial  effects  which  they  anticipate,  and  they  also  hope  that  the  Soci- 
ety will  hold  a  permanent  place  among  the  important  institutions  which  are 
steadily  contributing  to  the  welfare^and  improvement  of  this  and  other  coun- 
tries." 

In  regard  to  the  plan  of  publication  which  the  Association  will  por- 
806  at  present,  the  committee  would  remark  that,  for  the  want  of  more 
abundant  pecuniary  means,  it  must  be  greatly  restricted,  in  coinparison 
with  the  interest  and  extent  of  the  field  before  them,  and  the  facilities 
at  their  command  for  accumulating  valuable  materials.  It  is  intended 
to  print  their  Collections,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  funds  of  the  Asso- 
ciation may  enable  them  to  do,  in  numbers,  or  parts;  so  arranged  and 
paged  as  to  constitute  a  consecutive  series,  adapted  to  be  bound  in 
volumes  of  convenient  size.  Each  part  will  be  complete  in  itself,  and 
will  be  offered  to  purchasers  without  reference  to  those  which  may 
succeed. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Before  an  immediate  entrance  on  the  following  subject,  a 
clear  comprehension  of  it  seems  to  require  a  statement  of  some 
territorial  facts,  relative  to  our  Commonwealth.  The  English 
title  to  our  own  and  other  States  was  predicated  on  the  dis*- 
covery  of  their  coast,  in  1497,  by  John  Cabot.  The  next  prinr 
cipal  claim  to  our  soil,  was  founded  on  a  grant,  in  1603,  from 
the  French  monarch  to  Sieur  de  Monts,  extending  from  40^^ 
to  46^.  For  a  right  to  the  more  northward  parts,  the  saooiie 
sovereign  depended  on  the  discovery  of  them  in  1534,  and 
the  temporary  occupation  of  Canada,  1635,  by  James  Carticr^ 
De  Monts  made  a  voyage  to  America,  1604,  as  a  further  con- 
firmation of  his  title.  As  well  known,  these  conflicting  claimf 
resulted  in  collisions  and  wars  between  the  subjects  of  the  twe 
crowns.  While  Henry  lY.  was  determined  to  retain  what 
he  could  of  the  New  World,  his  cotemporary,  James  I.,  was 
alike  resolved.  The  latter,  in  1606,  conveyed  to  the  Company 
of  Plymouth  and  other  sections  of  his  kingdom.  North  Virginia 
from  38^  to  46^.  He  renewed  this  privilege,  in  1630,  with 
some  alteration,  from  40^  to  48^.  In  the  meanwhile,  settle- 
ments were  made,  by  emigrants  from  both  of  the  rival  nationsi 
north-eastwardly,  and  consequent  hostilities  had  been  com* 
mitted.  As  connected  with  the  territory  in  the  last  mentioned 
conveyance  of  His  Britannic  majesty,  Massachusetts,  however 
previously  visited  by  adventurous  navigators  and  merchants, 
was  not  permanently  settled,  till  several  years  afterwards. 
Previous  to  this  Colony's  being  granted,  several  divisions  of  it 
were  appropriated  to  different  individuals.    Capt.  John  lifaaoni 
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in  1621,  was  allowed  a  tract  from  Naumkeag  river,  round  Cape 
Ann,  to  Merrimack  river,  and  up  each  of  these  streams  to  their 
furtherest  heads.-  The  instrument,  by  which  he  held  it,  was 
not  then  legally  sanctioned.  Still  it  became  the  source  of  per- 
plexity and  expense  to  our  government,  and  many  of  our  popu- 
lation. Thomas  Weston,  a  London  merchant,  having  obtained 
a  grant  of  Weymouth,  sent  emigrants  thither  in  1622.  After 
severe  sufferings,  the  settlers  removed,  1626,  and  thus  his 
project  failed  with  great  loss.     Capt.  Robert  Gorges  came  over 

1623,  with  a  commission  as  Governor  of  all  New  England. 
Mr.  Bradford,  chief  magistrate  of  Plymouth  Colony,  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  his  advisers.  Towards  the  close  of  the  same  year, 
the  Council,  at  home,  conferred  on  Capt.  Gorges  a  tract  of  land. 
This  reached  five  miles  up  Charles  river  north-west  from 
Boston  Bay,  and  three  miles  up  Abousett  river,  from  their 
entrances,  with  all  the  soil  between  these  two  boundaries.  A 
subsequent  description  of  the  same  by  his  heirs,  represents  it 
as  "  lying  from  the  east  side  of  Charles  river  to  the  eastward 
part  of  the  Cape,  called  Nahannte,  and  all  the  lands,  lying  in 
length  twenty  miles  N.  E.  into  the  main  land  from  the  mouth 
of  Charles  river,  being  also  in  length  twenty  miles^  into  the 
main  land  N.  E.  from  the  said  Cape  Nahannte." 

Finding  that  distance  had  lent  far  more  enchantment  to  his 
high  station  than  actual  contact  with  its  perils  and  trials  pos- 
sibly could,  he  vacated  his  office  the  next  year,  and  forsook  the 
country.  The  grant  made  to  him  was  claimed  by  his  heirs 
from  the  Massachusetts  Company,  but  they  declined  to  relin- 
quish or  pay  for  it,  because  regularly  assigned  to  them  after  he 
had  forsaken  it  and  the  service,  for  which  he  was  appointed. 

In  1626,  Capt.  WoUaston  brought  over  emigrants  and  settled 
them  in  the  part  of  Braintree  now  called  Quincy.  We  have 
no  mention  of  his  having  procured  a  charter  of  the  place  from 
the  New  England  Council.  But  the  circumstances  of  his 
voyage  hither  plainly  Jenote,  that  he  had  such  a  permission  for 
his  undertaking.  The  plantation,  thus  begun,  like  Weymouth, 
its  neighbor,  soon  went  down. 

The  Plymouth  Colony,  having  received  a  grant  of  Cape  Ann, 
for  agriculture,  trade  and  fishery,  allowed  it  to  be  occupied, 

1624,  by  emigrants,  sent  over  by  merchants  in  the  west  of 
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England,  as  well  as  by  their  own  people.  This  enterprise 
failed  in  1626,  when  several,  engaged  in  it,  moved  to  Salem, 
and  there  commenced  a  permanent  settlement.  With  a  view 
to  continue  this  plantation,  Sir  Henry  Roswell  and  others 
obtained,  in  1628,  a  patent  for  our  Colony  from  the  Crown, 
which  was  re -confirmed  the  following  year.  To  rebut  an 
assertion  of  the  Council  for  New  England,  in  1635,  and  repeated 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  XL,  that  such  a  document  was  surrep* 
titiously  gotten,  Chalmers  furnishes  us  with  the  following 
entry,  concerning  it,  from  the  colonial  papers,  deposited  in  the 
Privy  Seal  Office  at  Whitehall.  "His  Majesty's  pleasure, 
signified  by  Sir  Ralph  Freeman,  upon  direction  of  the  Lord 
Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  subscribed  by  Mr.  Attorney  General, 
procured  by  the  Lord  Viscount  Dorchester,  February,  1628. 
Their  Charter  passed  4th  March  following."  The  territory  so 
assigned,  had  the  ensuing  boundaries.  Three  miles  south  of 
any  or  every  part  of  Charles  river ;  three  miles  south  of  the 
southernmost  limit  of  Massachusetts  Bay  ;  three  miles  north  of 
any  or  every  part  of  Merrimack  river,  and,  within  all  the  breadth 
between  these  lines,  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  on  the  east,  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean  on  the  west.  Here  is  ample  authority  for 
all,  which  Massachusetts  ever  claimed  through  their  first  char- 
ter. For  their  jurisdiction  over  other  territory,  which  they 
exercised  at  different  periods,  they  had  valid  reasons.  As  an 
indication  of  our  colonial  authorities'  being  aware  that  the 
French  had  withdrawn  neither  their  demands  nor  designs  from 
our  territory,  we  have  the  ensuing  fact.  The  Court  of  Assist- 
ants ordered,  in  1633,  that  Agawam  be  inhabited  by  our  people, 
lest  the  premises  should  be  occupied  by  emigrants  from  that 
nation.  While  our  fathers  were  vigilant  and  active  to  prevent 
incursions  on  their  limits,  they  perceived,  with  alarm  and 
sorrow,  that  there  was  a  powerful  combination  against  them  in 
the  mother  country.  They  were  too  credibly  informed,  that 
the  Council  for  New  England  were  ready  to  co-operate  for  the 
destruction  of  all  their  rights  and  privileges.  Soon  after,  this 
body  surrendered  their  patent,  on  condition,  that  they  divided 
the  soil  among  their  own  members,  into  twelve  provinces,  and 
had  them  all  under  the  administration  of  one  general  Governor. 
Our  Legislature,  according  to  advice  of  the  clergy,  resolved  to 
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Oppose  such  a  design  to  the  extent  of  their  power.  They  were 
assured  in  1636,  that  the  Council  had  carried  their  purpose  mto 
effect  so  far  as  to  dissolve ;  to  partition  out  the  territory ;  to  limit 
our  colony  from  the  North  river  in  Salem,  round  Gape  Cod  to 
Narragansett,  and  appoint  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  for  the  general 
Governor.  The  Corporation,  thus  discontinued,  gave  various 
reasons  for  their  conduct.  They  stated,  that  the  charter  of 
Massachusetts  secured  to  the  proprietors  3,000  miles  from  east 
to  west  without  regard  to  previous  grants,  and  conferred  so 
great  privileges  on  the  inhabitants,  that  they  <'  had  made  them- 
selves a  free  people."  One  result  of  so  extraordinary  an  event, 
was  the  immediate  prosecution  of  persons  who  belonged  to  the 
Company,  and  who  resided  in  England.  Judgment  was  given 
against  them,  and  our  charter  declared  void.  The  Royal  Coun- 
cil ordered  our  General  Court,  in  1638,  to  deliver  up  this  docu- 
ment, and  forward  it  to  them  with  all  possible  dispatch.  But 
as  such  compliance  would  be  parting  with  what  to  them  was 
dearer  than  life,  they  sent  a  petition  to  the  Commissioners  for 
Plantations,  in  which  they  vindicated  their  course  and  besought 
relief.  Before  they  could  be  forcibly  reached  across  the  Atlan- 
tic, civil  commotions  had  so  increased  in  England  as  to  endanger 
the  regal  authority,  and  interpose  between  them  and  the  in- 
tended severity  of  retribution.  Though  signally  protected  on 
this  trying  emergency,  similar  experience  awaited  our  legisla- 
tive authorities  on  the  restoration  of  the  throne.  Hearing  that 
the  commissioners  of  Charles  II.  were  coming  over  in  conse- 
quence of  complaints  against  their  government,  the  General 
Court,  in  1664,  had  their  patent  taken  from  the  Secretary's 
office  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  committee,  <'  to  dispose  thereof 
as  may  be  most  safe  for  the  country."  A  like  precaution  was 
exercised,  in  1679,  under  similar  apprehensions.  But  the 
storm  which  had  been  long  gathering,  burst  on  our  devoted 
colony.  Its  charter  was  decreed  as  nullified  in  1684.  Its  soil 
and  every  other  gift  of  the  Crown  were  declared  forfeited.  In 
1686,  it  came  under  the  Usurpation,  and  so  continued  till  1689. 
This  was  a  reign  of  terror  to  the  fast  friends  of  New  England. 
Sir  Edmund  Andros  carried  out  the  prerogative  policy  of  the 
Crown  with  a  high  hand.  He  acted  extensively  on  the 
assumption,  that  even  the  individual  holders  of  the  soil  must 
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be  at  the  charge  of  new  deeds,  before  he  would  permit  them 
to  retain  and  use  such  property.  But  the  day  of  relief  came, 
and  the  arm  of  the  oppressor  was  broken.  From  1689  to  the 
arrival  of  the  second  charter  in  1692,  Massachusetts  enjoyed 
their  primitive  privileges.  The  last  instrument,  though  ren- 
dering them  more  dependent  on  the  throne,  confirmed  their 
ancient  boundaries  so  far  as  they  did  not  interfere  with  <<  pre- 
vious possessions  and  rights."  It  also  extended  their  jurisdic- 
tion over  Maine,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Plymouth  Colony,  with 
''  the  north  half  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  together  with  the  Isles 
of  Capawock  and  Nantuckett."  In  1697,  Nova  Scotia  was 
ceded  to  the  French  by  the  treaty  of  Ryswick.  It  was  retaken 
1710,  and  made  a  British  Province.  The  Sagadahock  country, 
from  Kennebeck  river  to  St.  Croix  river,  which  had  been  con- 
sidered as  part  of  Nova  Scotia,  was  retained  under  the  authority 
of  Massaehusetts.  Since  this  period,  the  limits  of  our  Com- 
monwealth have  been-  variously  altered,  as  will  be  noticed  on 
the  subsequent  pages. 

TOWNS  IN  HA88ACIU8ETTS. 

Under  this  subject,  it  is  intended  to  present  the  names,  in- 
corporation, and  other  statistical  facts  of  all  the  towns,  which  do 
belong  or  have  belonged  to  our  Commonwealth.  As  one  part 
of  the  plan,  our  attention  is  first  called  to  the  territory,  which 
has  been  taken  from  this  State  and  added  to  New  Hampshire, 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  and  New  York. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Between  this  as  well  as  the  other  States  just  named,  and 
Massachusetts,  there  was  a  long  discussion  relative  to  their 
individual  boundaries.  Before  this  question  arose,  though 
others  of  a  similar  kind  had  been  agitated,  the  whole  being 
chiefly  caused  by  the  Patents'  largely  infringing  on  each  other, 
all  the  settlements  of  New  Hampshire  had  put  themselves 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts.  Portsmouth  and 
Dover,  by  their  own  request  and  previous  assignment  of  their 
proprietors,  became  thus  subject  October  9,  1641.  Exeter, 
having  petitioned,  Sept.  8,  1642,  to  be  alike  privileged,  was 
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received  at  the 'session  of  May  10,  1643.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, Massachusetts  passed  the  ensuing  order  in  1652.  <<  On 
perusal  of  our  Charter,  it  was  this  day  voted  by  the  whole 
Court,  that  the  extent  of  the  line  is  to  be  from  the  northern- 
most part  of  y^  River  Merrimacke  and  three  miles  more  North, 
where  it  is  to  be  found,  be  it  an  hundred  miles  more  or  less 
from  the  sea,  and  thence  vppon  a  straight  line  east  and  west  to 
each  sea,  and  this  to  be  the  true  interpretation  of  the  terms  of 
the  lymitte  Northward,  granted  in  the  Patent.''  Subsequent 
to  this  action,  they  empowered  two  commissioners  to  run  these 
limits  with  assistance  of  two  surveyors.  The  report  of  this 
survey  is  as  follows.  <<  At  Aquedahtan,  the  name  of  the  head 
of  Merrimack,  where  it  issues  out  of  the  Lake  called  Winna- 
puscakit,  vppon  the  first  day  of  August,  1652,  wee  observed 
and  by  observation  found,  that  the  lattitude  of  the  place  was 
43^,  40^  12^',  besides  those  minutes  which  are  to  be  allowed 
for  three  miles  more  North,  which  run  into  the  Lake."  This 
took  place  while  the  regal  government  of  England  was  sus- 
pended, while  there  was  no  probability  that  Parliament  would 
allow  the  patent  of  Mason,  which  was  of  doubtful  authority,  and 
while  our  colonists  were  clearing  themselves,  as  much  as  they 
could  safely,  from  subjection  to  the  mother  country.  It  was 
'done,  also,  when  the  population  of  New  Hampshire  were 
ahxious  to  remain  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts,  as  a 
security  against  misrule  among  themselves,  and  inroads  from 
expected  foes  without.  As  soon,  however,  as  Charles  II.  had 
ascended  the  throne,  and  began  to  show  his  dislike  of  the  Bay 
Colony  for  their  anti-royal  sentiments  and  practices,  Mr.  Mason 
renewed  his  suit.  A  decision  was  made  in  his  favor  1675, 
when  New  England  were  exerting  their  greatest  energies  to 
escape  the  utter  extermination,  plotted  against  them  by  the 
natives,  under  the  guidance  of  Philip.  Edward  Randolph,  a 
kinsman  of  the  claimant,  and  ever  ready  to  visit  our  shores 
with  unwelcome  messages,  came  over  the  next  year.  He 
went  to  New  Hampshire  and  published  the  wishes  of  Mr.  Mason 
to  the  people  there.  Some,  as  in  all  such  emergencies,  were 
forward  to  denounce  Massachusetts,  and  make  capital  of  the 
change  for  the  promotion  of  their  own  interests.  But  the  far 
greater  portion  regarded  his  tidings  with  no  emotions  of  joy. 
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The  inhabitants  of  Dover  "protested  against  the  claim  of 
Mason;  declared  that  they  had  bona  fide  purchased  their  lands 
of  the  Indians  ;  recognized  their  subjection  to  the  government 
of  Massachusetts,  under  whom  they  had  lived  long  and  happily, 
and  by  whom  they  were  now  assisted  in  defending  their  estates 
and  families  against  the  savage  enemy."  They  petitioned  the 
King  that  they  might  remain  unmolested.  Portsmouth  respond- 
ed in  similar  thoughts,  and  sought  for  like  relief  from  his 
majesty.  Still  the  political  foes  of  Massachusetts,  whose  in- 
trigues were  favored  by  the  King,"  succeeded  with  him  in  coun- 
cil, so  that  he  ordered  New  Hampshire  to  become  a  Colony  in 
1680.  Even  then  the  principal  inhabitants  there,  knowing 
that  such  a  change  was  to  compass  other  ends,  than  their 
benefit,  reluctantly  withdrew  from  the  care  of  this  Common- 
wealth. 

Such  an  alteration  'trenched  of  course  upon  the  previous 
limits  of  the  latter  Colony,  by  withdrawing  from  them  the 
following  Towns.  The  dates,  suffixed  to  the  towns,  denote 
their  incorporation ;  italics  express  their  Indian  names ;  and 
Roman  letters  their  former  English  names. 

Portsmouth,  1633.  Piscataquack.  Strawberry  Bank.  —  Settled 
under  David  Thompson,  1623,  patronized  by  Sir  Ferdinando 
Gorges  and  Capt.  John  Mason  and  others.  The  first  house 
was  built  at  Little  Harbor,  called  Mason  Hall.  It  was  in- 
corporated  by  a  charter  of  1633. 

Dover,  Sept.  8,  1642.  Cochecho,  and  Winichahanat.  Hilton's 
Point,  Northam. — Settled  under  Edward  and  William  Hilton, 
1623,  by  order  of  an  association  in  England,  denominated  the 
"  Company  of  Laconia."  The  proprietors  of  Dover  and  Ports- 
mouth assigned  their  jurisdiction  over  these  places  to  Massa- 
chusetts, June  14,  ]641. 

Exeter,  May  10,  1643.  Swamscot,  (Falls).— Settled  1638,  by  Rev. 
John  Wheelwright  and  others,  exiled  from  Massachusetts  for 
professing  theantinomian  principles  of  Anne  Hutchinson. 

Hampton,  Sept.  4,  1639.  Winnacunei  or  Wimcowett, — By  order  of 
Massachusetts  a  house  was  erected  here,  as  a  sign  of  possession, 
1636,  by  Nicholas  Easton,  commonly  called  the  **  Bound 
house."     It  was  settled  in  1638. 

Oyster  River,  May  17,  1675. — Part  of  Dover.  It  is  now  Durham. 
Its  inhabitants  petitioned  to  be  a  town  in  1669. 

Great  Island,'  Oct.  15,  1679.— Part  of  Portsmouth.  It  is  now  New 
Castle. 

J 

'  These  six  Towns,  except  Portsmouth,  were  incorporated  by  MasBachusetts. 
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When  New.  Hampshire  thus  became  a  separate  jurisdiction, 
Oyster  River  appears  to  have  been  again  considered  as  a  part 
of  Dover,  and  Great  Island  again  as  part  of  Portsmouth.  In 
addition,  Massachusetts,  October  16,  1672,  granted  Portsmouth 
a  village,  about  Dover  bounds,  which  seems  to  have  been 
Newington.  While  Charles  II.  allowed  Mason's  claim  to  New 
Hampshire,  he  also  allowed  his  claim  to  the  territory  which  was 
between  Merrimack  river  and  Naumkeag  river  in  Salem,  and 
called  Mariana. 

A  large  tract  of  land,  subsequently  assigned  to  New  Hamp- 
shire, was  sold  by  Wanalanset,  chief  sachem  on  the  Merrimack 
river.  This  was  done  November  5,  1685.  The  purchasers  of 
him  were  Joseph  Dudley,  Samuel  Shrimpton  and  Richard 
Wharton.  The  tract,  so  bought,  embraced  not  less  than  six 
miles  east  and  six  miles  west  of  the  Merrimack  river,  and  in 
length,  from  Souhegan  river  on  the  one  side,  and  Brenton's 
farm  or  Littleton  on  the  other,  up  to  the  south  end  of  Winne- 
pisiogee  Lake.  A  reservation  of  three  miles  square,  laid  out  by 
order  of  Massachusetts  for  certain  Indians,  was  made.  The 
title  so  acquired  was  for  a  company  of  twenty  proprietors,  who 
were  to  hold  equal  shares.  For  this  purpose  they  obtained  of 
Hobert  T.  Mason,  April  15,  1686,  a  relinquishment  of  the 
claim  he  made  to  it,  and  entered  into  a  mutual  contract,  May 
12,  1686,  for  the  regulation  of  the  whole  concern.  This  was 
denominated  the  million  acre  purchase. 

After  protracted  consideration  in  the  General  Court  of  Massa- 
chusetts, the  Council  agree,  June  14,  1728,  that  the  vote  of 
the  House,  relative  to  townships  in  New  Hampshire,  Dec.  13, 
1727,  should  be  carried  into  effect.  The  vote  was,  that. for 
the  security  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  lessen  the  charges  of 
defence  in  war,  Committees  lay  out  townships,  each  of  six 
miles  square,  in  a  straight  line  from  the  north-east  corner  of 
Northfield,  to  the  north-west  comer  of  Dunstable,  ten  miles  to 
the  northward  of  said  line,  and  five  miles  to  the  southward  of 
it,  on  both  sides  of  Merrimack  river,  three  miles  east  of  said 
river,  and  six  miles  west  of  it,  from  the  north  part  of  Dunstable, 
to  the  south  part  of  Concord.  The  report  of  a  committee  to 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  was  accepted  January  15, 
1736.    It  proposed,  as  means  of  defence  and  protection,  that 
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a  line  of  towns  be  laid  out  from  the  north-west  corner  of  Rum- 
ford  or  Concord,  to  the  Great  Falls  of  Connecticut  river,  and 
from  these  falls,  on  the  east  of  said  river^  to  Arlington,  and, 
between  these  falls  and  the  equivalent  land  on  the  west  side 
of  this  river,  one  or  two  towns. 

For  the  further  prosecution  of  their  object,  demanded  by  the 
necessity  of  the  times,  the  Legislature,  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  2, 
1737,  passed  the  ensuing  order : — "  In  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. Whereas  several  Townships,  heretofore  granted, 
are  now  settling,  and  many  inhabitants  are  actually  got  on 
Asheuelot  River,  and  on  a  Township  granted  to  Josiah  Willard, 
Esq.  and  others,  lying  on  or  near  Connecticut  River,  and  also 
other  people  are  settled  on  several  Townships,  on  or  near 
Merrimac  River,  which  have  not  as  yet  been  laid  to  or  declared 
in  what  County  they  lye,  and  it  being  necessary  that  those 
people  know  in  what  County  they  be,  in  order  to  have  their 
title  recorded,  the  King's  peace  preserved,  and  common  justice 
done  therin,  as  other  his  Majesty's  subjects  within  this  Pro- 
vince ;  wherefore.  Toted  that  the  said  Township,  granted  to 
Josiah  Willard,  commonly  called  Arlington,  the  two  Townships 
on  Asheuelot  River,  the  Township  granted  to  Sylvester  and 
Company,  the  several  Townships  to  the  Westward  of  Con- 
necticut River,  the  four  Townships  on  the  East  side  and 
adjoining  to  Connecticut  River,  atid  also  number  three,  four, 
eight  and  nine  in  the  line  of  Towns,  and  the  Lands  lying  and 
being  within  the  same,  shall  and  hereby  are  declared  to  lie 
within  and  be  accounted  part  of  the  County  of  Hampshire, 
and  that  the  several  Townships  following,  the  Narragansett 
Towns,  called  number  three  and  five,  the  Canada  Towns, 
granted  to  Capt.  King  and  Company,  the  Township  granted 
to  Capt.  Rayment  and  Company,  the  Township  granted  to  the 
late  Capt.  William  Tyng  and  Company,  that  granted  to  John 
Simpson  and  others,  that  granted  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Ipswich, 
the  Township  granted  to  Capt.  Gorham  and  Company,  Canada 
soldiers,  the  Township  granted  to  the  late  Capt.  John  Lovewell 
and  soldiers  at  Simcook,  the  Township  granted  to  Mr.  John 
Coffin  and  others,  and  number  one,  two,  five,  six  and  seven  in 
the  line  of  Towns,  shall  be  and  hereby  axe  declared  part  of  and 
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belonging  to  the  County  of  lAiddlesex,  together  with  the  lands 
and  farms,  lying  within  and  adjoining  to  any  or  either  of  the 
said  Townships,  and  that  the  Canada  Township^  granted  to 
Capt.  Withington  and  Company,  and  the  Township  granted  to 
Capt.  Tilton  and  Company,  that  were  in  the  Canada  Expedi- 
tion, 1690,  with  the  lands  between  these  Townships  and 
others,  belonging  to  Worcester  County,  shall  be  and  hereby 
are  declared  to  belong  to  the  County  of  Worcester,  and  be 
accounted  as  part  thereof  for  the  future. 

In  Council  Read  and  Concurred. 

Consented  to, 

J.  Belcheb." 

The  arrangement,  so  made,  was  soon  interrupted.  The 
countenance  which  had  been  given,  at  the  Court  of  St.  James, 
to  Mason's  claim,  opened  the  way  for  a  fuller  questioning  of 
Massachusetts  territory  on  Merrimack  river.  John  Ringe, 
agent  for  New  Hampshire,  while  in  England,  made  the  follow- 
ing statements.  That  Massachusetts,  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne,  taxed  the  people  of  his  Colony,  who  resided  five  miles 
north  of  the  Merrimack,  and,  in  1719,  claimed  all  land  for  three 
miles  on  the  same  side  of  this  river,  from  the  mouth  thereof  to 
its  head,  which  they  called  Winnipisiogee  Lake ;  and,  in  1731, 
declined  to  relinquish  jurisdiction  over  the  townships  that  they 
had  granted,  which  made  their  bounds  eleven  miles  and  three 
quarters  north  of  the  said  river.  The  plea  made  on  these 
grounds,  by  Commissioners  before  the  King  in  Council,  with 
his  own  dislike  for  the  political  policy  of  the  Bay  Legislative, 
led  him  to  decide,  April  9th,  1740,  fax  more  favorably  to  New 
Hampshire,  than  they  had  even  expected.  This  decision  was^ 
that  <<  the  Northern  boundary  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts, 
bee  a  similar  curve,  pursuing  the  course  of  Merrimack  River 
at  three  miles  distance  on  the  north  side  thereof,  begining  at 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  a  straight  line  from  thence  due  west, 

^  The  townships  granted  to  Captains  Withington  and  Tilton  are  in  Massachusetts, 
the  former  heing  Ashburnham,  and  the  latter  Winchendon.  Note.  Concord  or 
Ramford,  in  N.  H.,  wns  taxed  in  Essex  County,  17S0. 
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untill  it  meets  with  His  Majesties'  other  governmeiils."  By 
such  a  determination,  expressl7  contrary  to  the  plainest  laa- 
guage  of  our  first  charter,  the  ensuing  towns,  which  had  been 
granted  by  our  Commonwealth,  were  assigned  to  New  Hamp« 
shire.  The  subsequent  marks,  prefixed  to  the  dates  after  these 
towns,  have  the  following  signification,  namely  :  -  to  be  laid 
out ;  *  granted ;  f  plat  accepted ;  %  settled.  No  mark,  so 
placed,  indicates  incorporation.  The  Indian  names  of  towns 
are  printed  in  italics,  and  their  former  English  names  in  Roman 
letters.     New  Style  is  used  as  to  the  years. 

Amherst,  tDec.  18,  1728.  Souhegan,  (West).  Salem  Narraganset 
No.  3. — Granted  for  service  in  the  Narraganset  Expedition  of 
1675,  and  confirmed  1728. 

Bedford,  tFeb.  26,  1734.  Soukegan,  (East).  Narraganset  No.  5. — 
Granted  to  Benjamin  Smith  and  others,  June,  1732,  for  service 
in  the  Narraganset  Expedition  of  1675.     Settled  about  1737. 

BoscAWEN,  •Dec.  8,  1732.  Contoocooh — Granted  to  John  Coffin  and 
others. 

Bow,  tFeb.  1,  1737.  Dantzick. — Granted  for  service  in  Canada  Ex- 
pedition of  1690. 

Charlestown,  tFeb.  27,  1734.  No.  4. — Took  its  name  from  the 
first  one  of  Sir  Charles  Knowles,  who  presented  a  sword  to 
Capt.  Phinehas  Stevens,  for  his  brave  defence  of  its  fort  in  1747. 

Chesterfield,  fJan.  15,  1736.     No.  1. 

Concord,  *Jan.  17,  1726.  Pennicook,  Rumford. — Granted  to  Sa- 
lem, 1663.  Irish  settlers  were  here,  and  claimed  Pennicook  bj 
right  of  grant,  March  22,  1724.  Purchased  of  Massachusetts 
in  1725.     Settled  about  1727.     Incorporated  March  4,  1734. 

DuNBARTON,  and  part  of  Wear,  TMarch  20,  1736.  Beverly  Canada, 
or  Hale's  Town,  Stark's  Town. — Granted  for  service  in  Canada 
Expedition  of  1690. 

Dunstable,  •Oct.  15,  1673.—Settled  about  1672. 

Francestown,  tJuly  18,  1740. — Granted  to  Joseph  Green,  Isaac 
Walker,  and  others,  for  lands  in  Stockbridge.  Acceptance  of 
plat  not  signed  by  the  Governor. 

GoppESTowN,  tFeb.  26,  1734.  Narraganset  No.  4,  Amoskeag  Falls 
Township. — Granted  for  service  in  Narraganset  Expedition  of 
1675.  A  committee  of  its  proprietors  dated  a  notice  for  their 
meeting,  at  Dighton,  in  1736. 

Henniker,  -Jan.  15,  1736.  No.  6,  Todd's  Town.— Granted,  1735, 
to  John  Whitman  aniLothers. 

Hillsborough,  -Jan.  15,  1736.  No.  7. — ^Granted  to  people  of  Ply- 
mouth, who  sold  it  to  John  Hill  and  others. 
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Hinsdale,'  tDec.  1,  1736.  Fort  Dummer,  Bridgman's  Fort.-*Set* 
tied  before  1683.     It  was  part  of  Northfield.    Resettled  1739. 

HoLLis,  |1731.  Nisitisit, — West  Parish  of  Dunstable.  Peter  Powers, 
born  at  Littleton,  Ms.  and  his  wife  Anna  Keyes,  born  at 
Chelmsford,  and  their  two  children,  settled  at  Hollis,  Jan.  1731. 

HoPKiNTON,  -Jan.  15,  1736.     No.  5,  New  Hopkinton. 

Keene,  tJune  21,  1734.  (Upper)  Ashuelot. — Ordered  to  be  laid  out 
June  24,  1731. 

Lempster,  -Jan.  15, 1736.  No.  9,  Dupplin. — Granted  to  Samuel  Lys- 
com  and  others. 

Litchfield,  July  4,  1734.  Natticott.  Brenton's  Farms. — Granted 
about  1656.     Regranted  July  9,  1729. 

Londonderrt,  1 1 719.  Nutfield. — Settlers  warned  away  by  Massa- 
chusetts, Dec.  1,  1720. 

Ltndeborough,  fJune  17,  1736.  Salem  Canada. — Granted  to 
Samuel  King  and  others,  for  service  in  Canada  Expedition  of 
1690. 

Merrimack,  (June  6,  1733. — Part  of  Dunstable  and  Bedford. 

New  Boston,  tMarch  20,  1736.  Piscataquog.  Lane's  Town. — 
Granted  to  Andrew  Lane,  John  Simpson,  and  others.  Had  60 
houses,  and  a  meeting  house,  etc.  1740. 

New  Ipswich,  *Jan.  15,  1736.  Ipswich  Canada. — Granted  for  ser- 
vice in  Canada  Expedition  of  1690  to  John  Wainwright  and 
others.     Plat  accepted  March  20,  1736. 

Nottingham,  |1710. — Part  of  Dunstable.    Incorporated  Jan.  16, 1733. 

Pembroke,  •Aug.  6,  1728.  Suncoolc,  Lovewell's  Town.— Granted 
to  men  for  service  under  Capt.  Jno.  Lovewell,  at  Pigwacket 

fight. 

Peterborough,  tJune  16,  1738. — Granted  to  Samuel  Harwood  and 
others,  for  service  ip  Canada  Expedition  of  1690. 

Richmond,  tJuly  6,  1736.  Sylvester's  Canada. — Granted  for  service 
in  Canada  Expedition,  1690. 

RiNDOE,  *Feb.  3,  1737.  Rowley  Canada. — Granted  to  John  Tyler, 
Joseph  Pike,  and  others,  for  service  in  Canada  Expedition  of 
1690.  Plan  of  it  laid  before  General  Court,  Jan.  23,  1739. 
Appropriation  made  for  a  meeting-house,  1743. 

Salisbury,  •Feb.  3,  1737.  Baker's  Town,  and  Steven's  Town. — 
Granted  for  service  in  Canada  Expedition  of  1690,  under  Cap- 
tains John  March,  Steplien  Greenleaf,  and  Philip  Nelson. 
Plat  confirmed  Jan.  2,  ^740. 


^  Township,  above  Korthfield,  was  granted  to  John  Pynchon  and  others,  June  18, 
1686.  His  petition  for  it  says  that  he  proposfi^  the  request  to  prevent  "  ]r*  in- 
croachments  of  y*  French  vpon  vs  on  Connecticut  River,  above  Sqvakeag,  who 
vndoubtedly,  according  to  what  intelligence  I  have  met  with,  are  designing  to  pos- 
sess "f  pl^c^  ^  Coassit," 
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SWANZB7,  tFeb.  21,  1734.  (Lower)  ilsAtie^o/.— Ordered  to  belaid 
out  June  24,  1731. 

Tyno's  Town,  tMay  1,  1736.  "Old  Harry  Town."— East  of  Bow 
and  Goffestown.  Granted  in  1733  for  service  under  Capt.  Wm. 
Tyng  in  1703,  by  "  pursuing  the  Indian  enemy  into  their  own 
country  on  snow  shoes,  the  first  attempt  of  that  kind."  Soon 
settled  after  1736. 

Walpole,  -Jan.  15,  1736.  No.  2,  Great  Fall,  Bellows  Town.— 
Granted  to  John  Flint  and  others,  Nov.  1736.  Marked  on  a 
map  No.  2,  but  called  No.  3  in  a  petition  of  its  proprietors. 

Warner,  •1735.     New  Amesbury. 

Washington,  -Jan.  15,  1736.     New  Concord,  Camden. 

Westmoreland,  -Jan.  15,  1736.     No.  1,  Great  Meadow. 

Winchester,  fJune  21,  1733.  Arlington,  to  its  incorporation.— 
Granted  to  Josiah  Willard  and  others.  Incorporated  June  20, 
1739. 

Besides  these  towns,  Massachusetts  lost  by  the  decision  in 
favor  of  New  Hampshire,  Guildford,  granted  for  service  under 
Capt.  Samuel  Gallop  in  Canada  Expedition  of  1690,  and  its 
plat  accepted  Feb.  3,  1737,  and  other  towns  subsequently  of 
Vermont ;  Groton  Grant,  or  equivalent  of  10,800  acres  for  what 
was  included  by  Littleton,  Major  Willard  and  Reed's  Farms, 
and  for  loss  in  Indian  wars,  granted  April,  1735,  and  confirmed 
June  15,  1736 ;  portions  of  Salisbury,  Amesbury,  Haverhill, 
Methuen,  Townsend,  Ashburnham,  Bernardston,  Colerain,  Con- 
way, and  other  territory. 

VERMONT. 

Though  Massachusetts  lost  by  royal  decision  the  parts  of 
New  Hampshire  already  specified,  yet  they  regarded  it  as  un- 
just, and  were  disposed,  on  any  favorable  occasion,  to  renew 
their  claim,  not  only^  to  such  places,  but  also  to  the  country 
west  of  Connecticut  river,  afterwards  called  Vermont.  A  move- 
ment of  this  sort  was  made  by  Massachusetts  and  New  York, 
and  New  Hampshire  did  the  same,  as  to  the  territory  so  located 
beyond  the  said  river.  But  these  several  demands  for  juris- 
diction over  Vermont,  were  negatived,  by  compliance  of  that 
State  with  resolves  of  Congress,  relative  to  their  boundaries,  in 
1781  and  1782,  though  not  fully  settled  till  their  admission 
into  the  Union  in  1791. 
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RHODE  ISLAND. 

By  the  decision  of  Commissioners,^  sanctioned  by  the  King 
in  Council,  1746,  Rhode  Island  gained  from  Massachusetts  the 
following  territory,  which  belonged  to  the  latter  province  after 
Plymouth  came  under  their  jurisdiction. 

In  reference  to  this  matter,  Hutchinson's  History  has  the 
subsequent  remarks.  "  Mount  Hope,  with  several  townships, 
and  parts  of  townships,  always  reputed  part  of  the  colony  of 
New  Plymouth,  by  a  new  line,  never  until  then  conceived  by 
any  person  whatsoever,  was,  in  the  year  1741,  by  Commissioners 
from  New  York,  etc.  determined  to  be  within  the  bounds  of 
Rhode  Island  charter,  and  this  determination  was  afterwards 
confirmed  by  his  late  Majesty  in  Council." 

Bristol,  Sept.  14,  1680.  Kekimuet,  Mount  Hope  Neck. — Its  incor- 
poration accoanted  from  the  date  of  its  sale  by  Plymouth  Col- 
ony to  John  Walley  and  others,  for  ^1,100.  It  included  the 
neck  and  adjacent  islands.  According  to  the  deed  of  its  sale, 
the  price  was  as  just  specified.  But  the  5th  edition  of  New 
England's  Memorial,  p.  469,  and  other  authorities,  say,  that 
the  sum  paid  for  it  was  ^300.  This  mistake  seems  to  have 
been  made  from  a  vote  of  Plymouth  General  Court,  Sept.  28, 
1680,  that  £300  of  the  money  for  Mt.  Hope,  be  distributed 
among  their  several  towns. 

Little  Compton,  June  6,  1632.     Saconet, — Settled  1674. 

Tiverton,  June  6,  1694.  PoccLsset  and  Puncateese. — Placed  by 
order  of  Plymouth  Colony,  July,  1683,  under  the  "  constable- 
wick"  of  Little  Compton,  and  was  put  under  that  of  Tiverton, 
June  6,  1710. 

Also  Attleborough  Gore,  or  Cumberland,  part  of  Swanzey 
and  Barrington,  which  constitute  Warren,  were  alike  assigned 
at  the  same  time.  The  inhabitants  of  these  {daces  continued 
to  be  taxed  after  this  change,  by  Massachusetts,  who  ineffectu- 
ally endeavored  to  reclaim   them,    in   1779.      Warwick,  or 

'  An  incident  of  this  trinl  was  written  by  Mr.  Robinson,  clerk  for  the  occasion,  in 
Hubbard's  "  Troubles  with  the  Indians,"  a  volume  formerly  owned  by  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Prince,  and  depoated  in  Massachusetts  Historical  Society*s  Lfbrary.  An 
extract  from  this  record  is  as  follows.  "  This  Book  wu  presented  by  y*  agents  of 
y*  Massachusetts  Bay  and  offered  to  read  some  passages  out  of  ^  Book,  as  evidence, 
to  which  the  Agents  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  objected,  and  was  rejected  by 
the  Court  as  improper  and  insufficient  evidence.' 


»> 
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Shawomet  or  Mishawomett,  settled  by  Gorton  and  his  follow- 
ers, and  claimed  hy  Connecticut)  Plymoath,  Rhode  Island,  and 
Massachusetts,  was  assigned  to  the  last  Colony  by  Comniis- 
sioners  of  the  United  Colonies,  Sept.  6,  1644.  Still,  the  ques* 
tion  on  this  assignment  was  not  settled  till  1664,  when  three 
of  the  commissioners,  sent  over  by  Charles  II.  formed  it  into 
a  separate  province  by  name  of  the  King's  Country.  Thence 
Massachusetts  exercised  no  further  authority,  though  before 
short  and  occasional,  over  Warwick.  Pawtucket  or  Patuxit 
came  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts,  Sept.  8,  1642, 
and  submitted  to  Rhode  Island,  Oct.  22,  1658. 

CONNECTICUT. 

After  protracted  discussions,  Connecticut,  as  an  equivalent 
for  Suffield  and  Enfield,  which  then  included  Somers  and 
Woodstock,  received  in  1713,  of  Massachusetts,  territory  to  the 
amount  of  107,793  acres.  This  land  was  sold  by  Connecticut, 
though  they  did  not  refuse  to  allow  these  same  towns  to  come 
under  their  jurisdiction.  For  this  purpose,  such  towns  per- 
ceiving the  taxes  of  Connecticut  to  be  less  than  those  of  Massa- 
chusetts at  that  period,  and  being  in  arrears  to  the  latter  province, 
made  proposals  to  the  former  province  in  1747,  which  were 
afterwards,  though  not  immediately,  accepted.  William  Mur- 
ray, Earl  of  Mansfield,  gave  his  opinion,  that  such  proposals 
should  not  have  been  complied  with  by  Connecticut.  Still, 
Massachusetts  taxed  these  towns  till  1779,  as  an  indication  of 
claim  to  them. 

ScFFiELD,  May  27,  1674.  Soathfield. — Allowed  to  be  a  Plantation 
Oct,  1670.     SetUed  1671. 

Enfield,  May  16,  1688.  Fresh  Water  Brook.— Part  of  Springfield. 
Granted  to  be  a  Township,  Maj  18,  1683. 

Woodstock,  March  15,  1690.  New  Roxbury.— Granted  to  inhabit- 
ants of  Roxbury,  Oct.,  1683.  Permitted  to  be  a  Plantation 
Jan.  31,  1685.  Judge  Sewall  wrote  the  ensuing  extract  in  his 
MS.  diary.  *<  1690,  March  18,  I  ga?e  New  Roxbury  the 
name  of  Woodstock,  because  of  its  neatness  to  Oxford,  for  the 
sake  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  the  notable  meetings  that  have 
been  held  at  the  place,  bearing  that  name  in  England." 

Somers,  July  4,  1734. — East  Precinct  of  Enfield. 
In  addition  to  these,  Southertowu  or  StODington,  was  an- 
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ciently  part  of  Massachusetts.  This  place  was  supposed  to  be 
included  in  a  graat  to  them  by  the  Earl  of  Warwick  and 
Council  for  British  America,  December  10,  1643,  and  was 
settled  by  persons  who  went  thither  under  John  Winthrop,  Jr., 
in  1646.  It  was  called  Mistick  and  Pockutuck.  It  was  as- 
signed to  Connecticut  by  Conunissioners  of  the  United  Colo* 
nies,  July  26,  1647.  This  order  being  revoked,  Southertown 
petitioned  to  Massachusetts,  that  they  might  be  a  township, 
which  was  granted  October  25,  1658,  and  they  were  united 
with  Suffolk  county.  They  continued  to  sustain  this  relation, 
till  Connecticut  obtained  a  Royal  Charter  in  1662. 

NEW  YORK. 

The  difficulties  commonly  attendant  on  clashing  opinions 
about  the  boundaries  of  adjoining  States,  were  far  from  being 
unknown  to  New  York  and  Massachusetts.  The  latter  believed 
that  they  were  entitled,  by  their  charter,  to  extend  jurisdiction, 
as  this  instrument  says,  even  to  the  South  sea.  The  former 
were  equally  sincere  in  the  belief,  that  their  charter  excluded 
New  England  from  an  approach  even  near  to  the  Hudson.  With 
such  divers  views,  no  wonder  that  counteraction  took  place  be- 
tween these  two  colonies.  Massachusetts,  having,  in  1659, 
granted  a  trading  establishment  to  be  located  two  thirds  of  the 
way  from  Springfield,  towards  Awrania  or  Albany,  ordered,  the 
year  ensuing,  that  their  south  line  should  be  computed  and  con- 
tinued to  40  miles  on  the  south-west  of  Hudson  river.  During 
the  year  first  named,  the  Dutch  governor  denied  that  Massa- 
chusetts had  any  right  on  the  same  river  near  Awrania.  Still 
Massachusetts,  as  a  further  expression  of  their  claims,  granted, 
in  1672,  ten  miles  squaj^e  on  the  Hudson  river  for  a  trading 
plantation  to  John  Paine  and  others.  Joseph  Dwight  wrote  to 
Massachusetts  Legislature,  March  25,  1753,  that  the  settlers 
west  of  Stockbridge  and  Sheffield,  while  looking  to  them  for 
protection,  were  much  annoyed  by  Dutch  patentees,  who  claim- 
ed their  farms ;  and,  that  it  would  be  well  to  annex  such  settlers 
to  Hampshire  county,  and  that  Albany  county,  in  New  York, 
extended  no  farther  than  twelve  miles  from  Hudson  river.  The 
report  of  a  Committee,  on  the  contents  of  Mr.  Dwight's  letter, 
proposed  ^<  that  all  lands  not  belonging  to  any  particular  coun- 
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ty,"  that  is,  reaching  to  within  twelve  miles  of  the  Hudson, 
'<  and  lying  to  the  westward  of  Connecticut  river,  and  from 
said  river  to  the  utmost  western  bounds  of  the  province  be  an- 
nexed to  the  covnty  of  Hampshire,  and.  that  a  bill  be  brought 
in  accordingly."  This  was  confirmed  by  the  several  branches 
of  Government.  An  order  was  passed  by  our  General  Court, 
June  19,  1753,  to  sell  lands  west  of  Sheffield  and  Stockbridge. 
It  provided,  that  persons,  who  had  made  improvements  of  such 
territory  without  leave  of  the  province,  should  have  the  first 
offer  of  the  places  they  occupied.  Commissioners  were  ap- 
pointed, Jan.  11,  1754,  to  give  quit  claims  for  these  lands  and 
others  further  north.  With  the  premises  of  misunderstanding 
so  laid,  there  were  several  proposals  for  an  adjustment,  which 
proved  ineffectual.  At  length,  border  feuds  arose  in  consequence 
of  lands'  being  occupied  by  settlers  from  Massachusetts.  By 
1757,  several  violent  assaults  were  made  by  the  inunediate 
parties,  which  resulted  in  the  loss  of  property  and  a  number  of 
lives.  In  1767,  Massachusetts  instructed  their  Commissioners 
to  argue  for  the  extension  of  their  limits  to  within  twelve  miles 
of  the  Hudson,  but,  if  unsuccessful,  to  comply  with  orders, 
sent  over  by  the  Lords  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  and  so  let 
New  York  have  their  east  boundary  twenty  miles  this  side  of 
the  same  river.  The  last  of  these  proposals  was  agreed  on  by 
both  Governments  in  1773,  and  subsequently  revised  and 
mainly  confirmed  in  1786.  By  this  compromise,  Massachusetts 
relinquished  her  claim  to  Livingston,  Nobletown  now  Hills- 
dale, purchased  by  its  settlers  of  this  province  in  1755,  Canaan 
bought  of  Indians  1758,  and  then  its  proprietors  applied  to  our 
Legislature  to  confirm  such  a  purchase,  and  Stephenstown, 
with  other  territory.  In  the  same  year  of  1786,  December  16, 
Massachusetts  settled  their  controversy  with  New  York  about 
their  limits  west  of  Hudson  river.  They  were  allowed  by 
New  York  the  preemptive  right  to  about  five  millions  of  acres 
now  within  the  latter  State,  and  sold  to  Nathaniel  Gorham  and 
Oliver  Phelps,  April  1,  1788,  besides  what  they  had  previously 
ceded  to  the  United  States. 

4 
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Opinion  of  Massachusetts  as  to  their  lost  Territory y  etc 

The  manner  in  which  Massachusetts  believed  themselves  to 
have  been  pressed  on  all  sides^  with  regard  to  their  territory,  is 
expressed  in  the  subsequent  resolve  of  November  27,  1779. 
<<  Resolved,  that  this  State  has  a  clear  and  indubitable  right  to 
all  lands  comprehended  within  a  line  on  the  north,  extending 
from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  three  miles  north  of  the  river  Merrimack, 
and  every  part  thereof;  west  to  the  South  Sea  and  the  limits 
and  bounds  established  by  Charter  on  the  south  and  west,  not- 
withstanding any  settlement  by  the  King  and  Council  of 
Britain  1739,  fraudulently  obtained  and  unjustly  made,  abridg- 
ing said  limits  with  respect  to  this  State,  and  adjudging  part  of 
the  territory  therein  contained,  to  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 
And  also  that  this  State  hath  a  clear  right  to  all  lands,  contain- 
ed within  the  established  and  known  limits  of  the  old  colony 
of  Plymouth  and  province  of  Maine.  Resolved,  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  by  the  Court  immediately  to  prepare  and 
report  the  claim  of  this  State  to  all  lands  and  rights  of  jurisdic- 
tion to  which  they  are  entitled  by  charter,  although  now  claim- 
ed by  the  State  of  New  York  or  New  Hampshire.  And  also 
Resolved,  that  the  President  of  the  Council  be  and  hereby  is 
directed  to  sign  the  letter,  directed  to  the  President  of  the  Con- 
gress and  to  Thomas  Chittenden,  Esq.,  in  the  name  and  behalf 
of  the  General  Assembly,  and  cause  them  to  be  forwarded  im- 
mediately." The  letter  here  referred  to,  was  written  on  the 
same  day  of  the  preceding  resolves.  An  extract  from  it  reads 
as  follows : 

"  They  have  ever  been  dissatisfied  with  a  decision  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  in  the  year  1739,  upon  a  controversy, 
which  had  subsisted  between  the  provinces  of  New  Hampshire 
and  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  respecting  the  said  claim ;  conceiv- 
ing that  decision  to  have  been  grounded  upon  misrepresentation 
and  injustice.  But  it  was  not  thought  expedient  or  safe  for 
them  to  move  for  a  revision  of  this  matter,  while  the  British 
administration  evidently  discovered  a  determination  and  did 
actually  attempt  to  abridge  the  people  of  the  Massachusetts  not 
only  of  their  territorial  rights  and  jurisdiction,  but  the  most 
valuable  liberties  of  British  subjects.     This  was  notoriously 
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the  case  for  many  years  before  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  in 
1776." 

But,  notwithstanding  this  strong  appeal,  so  critical  was  the 
situation  of  the  whole  country  in  their  war  with  England,  and 
so  great  the  peril  of  disunion  by  interference  with  questions 
between  individual  States,  the  General  Government  appear  to 
have  declined  compliance  with  the  wish  of  Massachusetts 
respecting  their  boundaries  as  already  defined. 

With  regard  to  the  preceding  complaint  of  our  legislative 
authorities,  it  was  undoubtedly  true.  In  a  few  years  after  the 
settlement  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  Crown  party  in  England 
procured  the  nullification  of  their  charter,  and  the  designation 
of  rulers  over  them,  whose  views  agreed  with  their  own,  be- 
cause the  institutions  of  our  fathers  tended  to  promote  the 
spirit  and  practice  of  freedom.  Naught  but  the  interposing 
hand  of  Providenca  in  the  civil  commotions  of  the  mother 
country,  then  saved  our  ancestors  from  the  bitter  portion  thus 
intended  for  them,  nor  did  such  oppositiQU  cease  so  long  as 
they  were  under  the  British  sceptre.  The  advocates  for  regal 
prerogative,  looking  on  Massachusetts  as  antagonists  to  their 
policy  in  church  and  state,  gave  an  open  ear  to  the  reiterated 
charges  that  they  were  too  strong,  and  disposed  to  oppress  their 
weaker  neighbors.  Hence,  surrounded  by  such  influences,  so 
unfavorable  to  an  impartial  view,  with  little  else  to  counteract 
them,  whenever  the  King  and  his  Council  sat  in  judgment  on 
the  territorial  questions  of  New  England,  they  were  inclined  to 
decide  against  this  Commonwealth,  and  in  favor  of  their  op- 
ponents. Even  at  this  late  day,  and  on  our  own  shores,  there 
remains  a  spice  of  similar  but  unmerited  complaint.  When  the 
Colonial  or  Provincial  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts  over  various 
places  which  entreated  to  come  under  them  and  which  would 
have  suffered  severely,  had  their  petitions  been  rejected — ^is 
spoken  of — an  appeal  is  occasionally  made  to  the  levelling 
passions,  that  the  old  Bay  State,  for  such  costly  kindness,  were 
too  much  inclined  to  crowd  upon  smaller  communities.  In 
this  there  is  not  only  misrepresentation,  but,  also,  if  uttered  by 
residents  of  the  settlements  so  defended,  in  view  of  the  real 
facts — an  ungrateful  wrong. 
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Mode  of  computing  the  IncorporcUion  of  Touma. 

Some  towns,  which  began  under  the  first  charter,  have  long 
been  accounted  as  incorporated  from  the  date  of  their  settle- 
ment, as  Plymouth  ;  others,  from  the  date  when  they  received 
their  English  names  from  General  Court,  as  Ipswich ;  others 
from  the  time  of  their  being  called  towns  or  districts,  as  Tops* 
field.  Towns,  commencing  under  the  second  charter  and  State 
Constitution,  have  had  their  incorporation  calculated  firom  the 
time  when  it  was  finally  enacted,  that  each  of  them,  instead  of 
having  the  privileges  of  a  village  or  precinct  or  district  or  plan- 
tation or  township,  should  enjoy  those  of  a  town. 

Townships  for  Military  Services. 

Among  the  grants  of  townships  by  Massachusetts,  those  of 
the  Narraganset  and  Canada  classes  were  accompanied  with  in- 
teresting associations.  Concerning  the  former,  several  facts 
may  be  worth  recital.  On  July  1,  1727,  Samuel  Chandler  and 
Jacob  Wright  and  many  others,  soldiers  or  lawful  re[»resenta- 
tives  of  such  as  were  in  the  Narraganset  Expedition  of  1676, 
petitioned  for  land.  They  represented,  that,  in  1686,  two 
townships  were  granted  them  in  the  Nipmug  Country,  which 
were  not  settled.  They  desired  that  a  like  grant  might  be 
renewed,  which  was  done  the  following  year,  though  not  in 
the  same  location. — ^Thomas  Hunt  and  others  petitioned  Gene- 
ral Court,  February  17,  1731,  that,  as  the  preceding  grant 
was  insufficient  for  all  the  Narraganset  claimants,  they  may 
have  some  additional  townships.  The  Legislature  ordered 
that  one  township  should  be  allowed  for  every  120  of  such 
individuals.  The  House  sent  a  message  to  the  Council,  Janua- 
ry 19,  1732,  on  this  subject.  It  was  as  follows.  "  Proclama- 
tion was  made  to  them,  when  mustered  on  Dedham  Plain, 
whence  they  began  their  march,^  that  if  they  played  the  man, 
took  the  fort,  and  drove  the  enemy  out  of  the  Narraganset 
country,  which  was  their  great  seat,  they  should  have  a  gratuity 
in  land  besides  their  wages."  Such  a  victory  was  achieved. 
"  And  as  the  condition  has  been  performed,  certainly  the  pro- 
mise, in  all  equity  and  justice  ought  to  be  fulfilled.     And  if  we 

>  Rev.  Peter  Hobarf  8  diary  gives  the   date  of  this  inarching  from  Dedham, 
Dec.  9, 1675. 
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consider  the  difficulties  these  brave  men  went  through  in 
storming  the  fort  in  the  depth  of  winter,  and  the  pinching  wants 
they  afterwards  ilnderwent  in  pursuing  the  Indians  that  es- 
caped, through  a  hideous  wilderness,  famously  known  through^ 
out  New  England  to  this  day,  by  the  name  of  the  hungry 
marchf  and  if  we  further  consider,  that,  until  this  brave  though 
small  army  thus  played  the  man,  the  whole  country  was  filled 
with  distress  and  fear,  and  we  trembled  in  this  capital,  Boston 
itself,  and  that  to  the  goodness  of  God  to  this  army,  we  owe 
our  fathers'  and  our  own  safety  and  estates," — they  ought  to 
have  their  claim. 

The  list  of  Narraganset  claimants,  April  26,  1733,  were  840, 
who  had  five  townships  allowed  them,  besides  two  previously 
assigned  to  them.  As  much  difficulty  arose  from  the  claims 
made  by  different  heirs  of  the  same  deceased  soldier,  General 
Court  adopted  the  ensuing  rule.  "  The  eldest  male  heir,  if 
such  there  might  be,  otherwise  the  eldest  female,  if  they  pleased, 
should  hold  the  land  by  paying  to  the  other  descendants  or  * 
heirs  such  proportionable  parts  of  ten  pounds  (which  was  judg- 
ed to  be  the  value  of  a  right  or  single  share)  as  such  descend- 
ants would  be  entitled  to,  provided  the  said  land  had  descend- 
ed according  to  a  law  of  the  province  for  the  settlement  of  in- 
testate estates."  After  many  meetings  of  committees,  appoints 
ed  by  the  grantees,  the  latter  convened  on  Boston  Common,  and 
formed  themselves  into  seven  associations,  each  having  the 
specified  number  of  120  for  a  single  township.  Every  associar 
tion  chose  three  agents,  all  of  whom  met  at  Luke  Terdey's, 
the  Royal  Exchange  in  £ing  street,  Boston,  Oct.  17,  1733,  and 
assigned  the  respective  townships.  These  were  located  in  what 
subsequently  fell  to  New  Hampshire,  in  Massachusetts  and 
Maine. 

Respecting  Canada  townships.  These  began  to  be  applied 
for  by  soldiers  in  the  Canada  Expedition  of  1690,  or  their  de- 
scendants, in  1735.  In  a  few  years  there  were  nine  Plantations 
laid  out  for  such  persons,  on  the  frontiers  of  the  province  as  it 
then  was.  A  few  others  of  this  class  were  afterwards  granted. 
Besides  the  Narraganset  and  Canada  townships,  several  others 
were  allowed  for  military  service.  According  to  a  general  rule 
of  our  Legislature  in  making  such  grants,  it  was  required  that 
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each  of  these  towDshtps  should  reserve  one  lot  for  the  first 
minister,  another  for  the  ministry,  and  a  third  for  the  schools. 
It.  was  further  required,  that  every  township,  consisting  Of  six 
miles  squares,  should  have,  at  least,  sixty  families,  and  a  learned, 
orthodox  minister  within  seven  years. 

Regulation  as  to  Districts. 

Hutchinson  states,  that  in  175?,  <'by  the  King's  instruc- 
tions to  the  Governor,  he  is  strictly  charged  to  consent  to  no 
act  for  making  a  new  town^  unless  by  a  clause  in  it,  there 
should  be  a  restraint  of  this  power  of  sending  Representatives ; 
and  Danvers,  a  few  years  before,  when  it  had  been  separated 
from  Salem,  was  made  a  district  and  not  a  town,  because  dis- 
tricts had  not  this  power."  Such  a  veto  appears  to  have  been 
interposed  by  His  Majesty,  to  prevent  the  increase  of  opposition 
to  his  power  in  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature,  filled 
with  Representatives  from  the  towns  which  were  generally 
against  his  policy. 

In  an  act  for  the  regulation  of  towns,  March  23,  1786,  is  the 
following  section,  <'  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  places 
incorporated  by  the  name  of  Districts  before  the  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  are 
hereby  declared  to  be  Towns,  to  every  intent  and  purpose  what- 
ever, and  places  incorporated  by  the  name  of  Districts  since 
the  same  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  seven,  or  such  places  as  may  hereafter  be  incorporated 
by  the  name  of  District,  are  and  shall  hereafter  be  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges,  and  vested  with  all  the  powers  in  this  Act 
expressed,  as  amjdy  to  every  intent  and  purpose  as  they  could 
have  been  if  expressly  named  herein."  Not  aware  of  this 
clause,  persons  have  repeatedly  asked,  when  were  such  and 
such  places  incorporated  as  towns,  because  there  are  only  regu- 
lar charters  for  them  as  districts,  and  none  for  them  as  towns. 

The  subsequent  marks  of  abbreviation^  etc.,  preceding  the 
account  of  towns  under  the  head  of  New  Hampshire,  are  re- 
peated here  with  the  signs  of  change  and  uncertainty,  as  ap- 
plicable to  the  following  tables.  These  marks  prefixed  to 
dates  after  towns,  signify  *  granted,  f  plat  accepted,  |  settled, 
-|-  change  of  original  name,  X  uncertain  as  to  the  day  of  the 
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month.  The  absence  of  any  sign  denotes  the  real  date  of  in* 
corporation,  except  otherwise  stated  under  Remarks.  When  d 
is  subjoined  to  certain  towns,  it  signifies  that  they  were  incor- 
porated as  districts  at  the  dates  suffixed  to  them.  The  Indian 
names  of  towns  are  printed  in  italics,  and  their  former  English 
names  in  Roman  letters.  The  new  style  is  used  in  relation  to 
years  only. 

MASSACHUSETTS  COUNTIES. 

Before  Massachusetts  was  nominally  divided  into  Counties,  in 
1643,  it  appears  to  have  had  such  divisions  designated  by  the 
term  Regiments.  Under  the  date  of  October  7,  1641,  in  Gene- 
ral Court  Records,  is  the  subsequent  passage.  <<  The  propo- 
sition of  choosing  deputies  for  a  yeare,  and  transacting  and  pre- 
paring all  things  for  the  General  Court  amongst  the  three  Regi- 
ments, is  to  be  carryed  by  the  deputies  to  the  freeman  of  every 
towne  and  their  answer  returned  to  the  next  session  of  this 
Court."  Winthrop's  Journal  of  May  6,  1639,  says  "  two  Regi- 
ments in  the  Bay  mustered  at  Boston."  Evidently  the  phrase 
"  in  the  Bay,"  then  excluded  soldiers  who  belonged  to  what 
was  afterwards  called  Essex  county.  Hence,  Regiments,  at 
these  dates,  denoted  an  equal  number  of  general  and  territo- 
rial divisions  in  the  colony. 

SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

Incorporated  May  iO»  1643.    DiTided  March  26, 179S. 

Boston,  4-Sept.  7,  1630.  Shawmut  Trimountain. — Occupied  bj 
William  Blackstone  about  1624,  who  probably  came  over  with 
Robert  Gorges  the  year  before.  Incorporated  as  a  city,  Feb. 
23, 1822. 

Chelsea,  Jan.  10,  1739.  Winisimtt,  Rumney  Marsh,  PuUin  Point. 
— It  probably  began  to  be  settled  by  this  Capt.  Gorges  in  1623, 
whose  Proviuce  included  Chelsea.    It  was  part  of  Boston. 

ESSEX  COUNTY. 
Incorporated  May  10, 1643. 

Salem,  June  29,  1629.  Naumkeag, — Reputed  as  incorporated  from 
the  arrival  of  Mr.  Higginson.  Settled  1626.  Made  Shire 
Town  Nov.  9,  1644.  Incorporated  as  a  city,  March  23,  1836. 
As  the  incorporation  of  Salem  has  been  long  set  the  24th  of 
June,  1629,  the  date  stated  by  Cotton  Mather,  as  the  one  of 
Mr.  Higginson's  arrival, — but  it  being  in  fact  the  29th,  it  was 
thought  proper  to  use  the  last  date. 
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IpswiicH,  '•\~Aug,  5,  1634.  Agcaoam. — Seems  to  have  been  occupied 
by  William  Jeffrey  as  early  as  1628.  Ordered  to  be  settled  Jan. 
17,  1633,  and  was  before  the  1st  of  April  next.  Named  for 
Ipswich  in  England.  Winthrop's  MS.  says  that  Ipswich  bad 
its  name  changed  the  4th  of  August. 

Newbur7,  *May  6,  1635.  Qeissacutncou, — Settled  1633.  General 
Court  Records  has  it,  Wessacumcou  and  Winthrop's  Journal, 
Quascacunquen. 

Lynn,  -f~XNov.  2,  1637.  Saugust — ^Granted,  at  session  of  the 
Legislature,  Sept.  4,  1639,  an  enlargement  of  four  miles  square 
at  the  head  of  their  bounds.  Settled  1629.  Named  for  Lynn 
Regis  in  England,  a  Town  whence  Mr.  Whiting,  one  of  the 
ministers,  came. 

Gloucester,  *May  22, 1639.  Wingaersheek,  Tragabigzanda,  Cape 
Ann. — First  settled  in  1624.  Granted  to  Morrice  Tomson 
and  Company  at  the  date  prefixed  to  the  Town.  Named  Cape 
Ann  by  Prince  Charles,  out  of  respect  for  his  mother.  Called 
Gloucester  in  the  session  of  May  18,  1642. 

Rowley,  Sept.  4,  1639.  Rogers's  Plantation.— Settled  1638,  being 
parts  of  Ipswich  and  Newbury.  Named  for  the  place  where 
Mr.  Rogers  was  settled,  while  in  England. 

Salisbury,  Sept.  4,  1639.  Colchester. — Church  formed  here  1638. 
As  John  Tuflon  of  Boston  was  about  to  try  for  the  recovery  of 
his  ancestors'  title  to  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  treated 
with  him,  1738,  for  the  "  lands  in  Salisbury,  Amesbury,  Haver- 
hill, Methuen  and  Dracut,  which  the  line  would  cut  oiT." 
Accordingly,  he  gave  them  a  quit  claim  of  23,675  acres,  for 
^500  currency. 

Haverhill,  XMay  10,  1643.  Pentucket.  Ward's  Plantation. — Set- 
tled 1640.  Said  to  be  named  for  the  native  place  of  Mr. 
Ward,  the  first  minister.  Haverhill  has  been  described  as  in- 
corporated in  1645 ;  but  it  was  changed  from  its  Indian  name, 
and  called  a  Town  of  Norfolk  County,  subsequently  dissolved, 
at  a  session  of  General  Court,  which  began  May  10,  1643. 
All  this  was  then  equivalent  to  an  incorporation. 

Wenram,  xMay  10,1643.  Enon. --Part  of  Salem.  Settled  about 
1638. 

Andoyer,  XMay  10, 1643.  Cochichaunck, — Settled  1643.  Andover, 
at  the  date  succeeding  it,  was  made  a  Town  of  Essex  County, 
and  must  then  have  been  considered  as  incorporated,  though 
still  retaining  its  Indian  name,  and  generally  accounted  as  in- 
corporated May  6,  1646,  when  Cutshamache  confirmed  the 
previous  sale  of  it  to  Mr.  Woodbridge. 

Manchester,  XMay  14,  1645.  Jeffrey's  Greek. — ^Part  of  Salem. 
Probably  settled  by  William  Jeffrey  as  early  as  1628.  Called 
Manchester  in  July  of  1645,  which  should  have  been  its  ac- 
counted date  of  incorporation. 

Marblehead,  xMay  2,  1649.  Probably  Mashabequash  Marble 
Harbor.— Part  of  Salem. 
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TopsFiELD,  Oct.  18, 1650.  Skeweenemendy,  New  MeadowB.*^Gr8nt« 
ed  to  iDhabitanta  of  Salem  and  Ipswich  at  session  of  Not.  5^ 
1639.     Settled  about  this  time.  * 

Ambbbury,  -f-April  29,  1668.  Salisbury  New  Town.*— Part  of  Salis- 
bury. Petitioned  to  be  a  distinct  town  at  session  of  May  19, 
1658.  Name  changed  not  before  Majr  of  1668.  Originally 
spelt  Almsbury. 

BftTB^LT,  XOct.  14,  1668.  Bass  RiYer.---Part  of  Salem.  Settled 
Hbout  1628, 

Bradford,  1675.  Merrimack.— Part  of  Rowley.  Settled  1649. 
Its  incorporation  is  not  on  the  General  Court  Records. 

BoxFORD,  Aug.  12,  1685.     Rowley  Village. — Part  of  Rowley. 

Methubn,  Dec.  8,  ]725.-;-Part  of  Haverhill  and  adjacent  lands. 

MiDDLBTON,  June  20,  1728.  WilFs  Hill.— Part  of  Salem,  Topsfield, 
Boxford  and  Andover. 

Danvers,  June  16,  1757. — North  Danvers  was  called  Salem  Village 
till  its  incorporation.  Settled  as  early  as  1633.  Village  and 
middle  Parishes  of  Salem,  made  a  District  January  28,  1752. 
Named  after  the  patron  of  Lt  Governor  Phips. 

Newburyport,  Jan.  28,  1764. — Part  of  Newbury. 

Ltnnfield.c/  July  3,  1782.  Lynn  End,  North  Parish  of  Lynn. — In- 
corporated as  a  Town  Feb.  28,  1814. 

Hamilton,  June  21,  1793.    Ipswich  Hamlet.-^Part  of  Ipswich. 

Saugus,  Feb.  17,  1815.  Saugust. — Second  Parish  of  Lynn.  Church 
gathered  here  in  1736. 

West  Newbury,  Feb.  18,  1819.  Parsons,  to  June  14,  1820.— Part 
of  Newbury.     First  settlement  of  the  ministry  here,  1698. 

Essex,  Feb.  15,  1819.  Ckehacco  or  Choboutf,  Second  Parish  in 
Ipswich. 

Georgetown,  April  21,  1838.  New  Rowley.  Part  of  Rowley. 
Settled  about  1669. 

RocKFORTy  Feb.  27,  1840.    Sandy  Bay. — Part  of  Gloucester. 

MIDDLESEX  OOUNTY.i 
locof|N>reted  May  10, 184S. 

Gharlestown,  -^June  24,  1629'.  Mishawum, — Probably  began  to 
be  settled  in  1623.  A  company  from  Naumlteag  settled  there 
Sept.  1628.     Originally  spelt  Cfaerto  and  Charleton. 

>  A  petition  was  presented,  June  19, 1786,  to  General  Court,  that  Chelmsfiird, 
Billerica,  Groton,  Dunstable,  Littleton,  Westford,  Dracut,  Nottingham,  Townahend, 
Lunenburg,  Harvard,  Tewksbury  and  Litchfield,  in  Middlesex  and  Woro6stei^ 
Counties,  might  be  made  a  new  County.  The  Court  ordered  DOti<se  6f  this  petttioo 
to  be  ghren  to  each  of  the  Towns  coiuSemed,  but  nothing  more  was  efieotually  done. 
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Watertown,  -^Sept.  7,  1630.    Pigsguset 

Medford,  Sept.  28,  1630.  JfyjftcA:.— Originally  spelt  Meadford.  Its 
incorporation  is  dated  from  its  being  mentioned  with  other 
plantations  for  a  Tax.  Declared  a  peculiar  Town  October  15, 
1684. 

Cambridge,  Sept.  8,  1633.  Newtown.  Called  Newton  December 
28,  1630.  Settled  1631.  Its  incorporation  seems  to  have 
been  dated  from  the  settlement  of  Messrs.  Hooker  and  Stone 
there.  Named  Cambridge  May  2,  1638.  Late  Registers  put 
the  incorporation  of  Cambridge  at  1630. 

Concord,  *Sept.  2,  1635.  Musketequid. — Named  for  the  peaceable 
manner,  in  which  it  was  purchased  of  the  Indians.  Settled 
1635. 

Sudbury,  •Sept.  4,  1639.— Settled  1638. 

WoBURN,  +XSept.  8,  1642.  Charlestown  Village.— Part  of  Charles- 
town. 

Reading,  +May  29,  1644.  Lynn  Village. — Part  of  Lynn.  Name 
not  changed  before  June  of  1644. 

Maldbn,  *xMay  2,  1649.  Mystick  Side.— -A  Church  was  gathered 
here  1648. 

Chelmsford,  -^May  29,  1655. — Granted  at  session  of  May  18,  1653. 
Name  not  given  before  June  of  1655. 

BiLLERicA,  *May  29,  1655.  Sluupshin  or  Shawshinock. — Granted  to 
Cambridge,  1641,  for  a  village.     Settled  about  1653. 

Groton,  *May  29,  1655.  Petapawag, — Granted  to  Dean  Winthrop 
and  others.  First  spelt  Groaton.  Probably  named  for  the  birth 
place  of  the  first  Governor  Winthrop. 

Marlborough,  May  30,  1660.  Okommakamesitt,  Whipsufferage.— 
Granted  to  Sudbury  people  at  session  of  May  14,  1655.  Grant 
of  a  Plantation  there  to  Indians,  June  19, 1658.  Confirmation 
of  the  English  grant,  and  change  of  name,  at  the  session  of 
the  date  sufiixed  to  the  Town.  Five  thousand  acres  of  land 
at  Marlborough,  bought  of  Indians  under  the  government  of 
Sir  Edmund  Andros,  were  confirmed,  Nov.  16,  1716,  to  the 
Proprietors.  Inhabitants  of  Alcock's  farm  were  annexed  to 
Marlborough,  Oct.  25,  1717. 

Dunstable,  •xOct.  15,  1673.— Separated  from  Dunstable,  N.  H.,  in 
1741. 

Sherburne,  ♦xOct.  7,  1674.  Boggesiow. — Had  20  families  in  1674. 

Stow,  May  17,  1683.  Pompascitticutt  and  Shahhukin. — Settled 
about  1650.  Granted  to  Concord  people  at  session  of  May  11, 
1670. 

Newton,  Dec.  18, 1691.  Nonantum.  New  Cambridge  or  Cambridge 
Villacre. — An  Indian  settlement  before  1646. 

FRAftfiNGHAH,  June  25,  1700.— Settled  previously  to  its  incorporation. 
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Dracut,  Feb.  26,  1702.— Settlera  there  were  granted  more  land  I60S. 

Weston,  Jan.  1,  1713.— Part  of  Watertown.    Settled  before  1673. 

Lexington,  March  20,  1713. — Part  of  Cambridge. 

Littleton,  Dec.  3,  1715.  Nashpbah, — Granted  to  be  a  Township 
Nov.  2,  1714.  Named  for  George  Littleton,  member  of  the 
British  Parliament. 

HopKiNTON,  Dec.  13,  1715.  Magunkooh  or  Magumcoy. — Settled 
about  1710.  Named  for  Edward  Hopkins,  a  donor  to  the 
funds  of  Harvard  University. 

HoLLisTON,  Dec.  3,  1724. — Western  Precinct  of  Sherburne.  Settled 
about  1710.  Named  for  Thomas  HoUis,  of  London,  a  patron 
of  Harvard  University. 

Stonbham,  Dec.  17, 1725. — North  Part  of  Charlestown. 

Westford,  Sept.  23,  1729.— West  Precinct  of  Chelmsford.  Church 
gathered  here  1724. 

Bedford,  Sept.  23,  1729.— Part  of  Billerica  and  Concord. 

Wilmington,  Sept.  25,  1730. — Part  of  Woburn  and  Reading. 

Townsend,  June  29,  1732.  North  Town.— A  part  of  Turkey  Hills, 
ordered  to  be  laid  out  Dec.  7, 1719.  Formerly  spelt  TownsAend. 

Tewksburt,  Dec.  23,  1734.  Wamesitt.—^,  and  N.  E.  part  of  Bil- 
lerica, formerly  an  Indian  Village. 

Acton,  July  3,  1735.  Concord  Village. — Part  of  Concord.  Settled 
as  soon  as  1656. 

Waltham,  Jan.  4, 1738. — West  Precinct  of  Watertown. 

Shirley,!^  January  5,  1753.— Sooth  West  part  of  Groton. 

Pbpperell,c^  April  12,  1753. — Second  Precinct  of  Groton. 

Lincoln,  April  19,  1754. — Part  of  Concord,  Lexington  and  Weston. 
Incorporated  as  a  Precinct  April  24,  1746. 

Ash  BY,  March  6,  1767. — Part  of  Townsend,  Fitchburg  and  Ashburn- 
ham. 

Watland,  April  10,  1780.  East  Sudbury,  to  March  11, 1835.— Min- 
istry established  here  1723. 

Natick,  Feb.  19,  1781.  Natich — As  belonging  to  Indians,  it  was 
called  a  District  1652.  Incorporated  as  an  English  District 
Feb.  23,  1762. 

BoxBOROuoH,c^  Feb.  25, 1783. — Parts  of  Stowe,  Harvard  and  Littleton. 

TvNGSBORouGH,(f  Junc  22, 1789. — South  and  East  parts  of  Dunstable. 
Incorporated  as  a  Town  Feb.  23,  18U9.  Tyngsborough  was 
incorporated  as  a  District  to  enable  it  to  receive  a  donation 
from  Mrs.  Sarah  Winslow,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Tyng.  It 
was  named  for  her. 

BuBLiNoTON,  Feb.  24^  1799.-- Part  of  Woburn. 
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Caeliilb,  Feb.  18,  1805.-^Part  of  Concord,  Acton,  Chelmsford  and 
Biller ioa.  As  sucb  it  was  incerporaled  by  name  of  the  District 
of  Acton,  April  28, 1780.  Before  1780,  Carlisle,  as  a  part  of 
Concord,  was  set  off  as  a  District  April  19,  1754,  but  was  dis- 
solved to  this  rcjation,  and  reunited  with  Concord,  January  U, 
1757.  With  reference  to  its  first  district  state,  it  is  called 
•*  Old  Carlisle." 

BftMHTON,  Feb.  24, 1807.  Little  Cambridge.— South  Parish  of  Camr 
bridge. 

West  Cambridge,  Feb.  27,  1807.  Menotomy, — West  Parish  of 
Cambridge. 

South  Reading,  Feb.  25,  1812.— South  Parish  io  Reading.  Settled 
about  ie>39. 

Lowell,  March  1,  1826.— *Part  of  Chelmsford,  including  a  portion  of 
the  Indian  Town,  called  Wamesit  Incorporated  as  a  City, 
AprU  1,  1836. 

SoMERTiLLBy  Marcb  3, 1842.^-Part  of  Cbarlestown. 

HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 
InporporaM  at  tfae  Seision  of  May  7, 1662,    Berkshire  taken  from  it  April  21, 1761. 

Northampton,  •xOct.  18,  1654.  Nonotuck  or  Norwottock, — Pur- 
chased of  Indians  1653.  General  Court  ordered,  November 
10,  1770,  that  an  Island  of  '<  three  or  four  acres  of  good  im- 
proveable  land,  and  about  as  much  more  that  is  likely  to  be  fit 
for  improvement,  in  Connecticut  River,  and  between  Northamp- 
ton and  Hadley,  to  be  sold  to  the  highest  bidder." 

Hadlet,  4-XMay  22,  1661.  Norwotiock,  Newtown. — Ordered  to 
be  laid  out  for  John  Cnllick  and  others,  May  28,  1659,  and 
settled  shortly  before  this  date, 

Hatfield,  May  11,  1670. — West  part  of  Hadley. 

Pelham,  Jan.  15,  1743.  New  Lisburne,  or  Stoddard's  Town. — Had 
40  families  in  1742. 

SouTUAMPTON,cf  Jan.  5,  1753. — Second  Precinct  of  Northampton. 
SetUed  1732. 

South  Hadlet,J  April  12,  1753. — Second  Precinct  of  Hadley.  Set^ 
tied  as  early  as  1721. 

GaBB|<Hvic9,  April  20,  1754.  Quofrtn.*— Part  of  Quabin  granted  to 
late  proprietors  of  Narragaiiset  No.  4,  in  N.  H.,  Jan.  14,  1737. 
Ministry  established  here  1749. 

Amherst,  Feb.  13,  1759.  East  Hadley. — Second  Precinct  of  Had- 
ley.    Church  formed  here  1739. 

Bb;.chertown,  June  30, 1761.  Cold  Spring.— Ordered  to  be  laid  out 
June  24,  1731«  Settled  1732.  Named  for  Governor  Jonathan 
Belcher.  Belchertown,  Ware  and  Pelham,  were  contained  in 
a  Tract,  called  Equivalent  lands,  granted  to  Connecticut  in 
exchange  for  Woodstock,  Somers,  Enfield  and  Saffield,  while 
these  Towns  were  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts. 
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WABC,d  Not.  25,  1761.  Ware  River  Parish— It  contains  Reed's 
Manor.  Was  connected  with  Palmer  and  Brookfield,  and  had 
33  families  in  1742. 

CHBSTBRFiELn,  Junc  11,  1702.  Andrews'  Town,  New  Hingham, 
Narraganset  No.  4. — ^7,286  acres  of  this  Town  were  granted^ 
in  part  exchange  for  Narraganset  Na  4,  in  N.  H.,  Jan.  14, 
1737,  to  John  Foster  and  others.  The  rest  was  granted  for  ser- 
vice in  Canada  Eipedition  of  1600,  under  Capt.  Andrews. 
Plat  confirmed  Jan.  15,  1739.  A  chief  reason  for  the  inoorp<> 
ration  of  Chesterfield,  was  to  avoid  the  perplexity  of  having  its 
afiairs  conducted  by  two  distinct  bodies  of  proprietors,  one 
ealled  the  Narraganset  and  the  other  Canada. 

Granbt,  June  11,  1768. — Second  Parish  of  South  Hadley.  Church 
fonoed  here  1762. 

WovTBiNOTON,  June  30,  1766.  Number  3. — Sold  by  the  Province 
to  Aaron  Willard  and  others,  June  2,  1762,  for  £1,860. 

Wii«i4iJi8BUBOH,^  Jlpril  24,  1771.  Hatfield  Addition. — ^West  part  o( 
Hatfield.  Granted  June,  1736,  to  volunteers  from  Northamp- 
ton, Hadley,  Hatfield  and  Deerfield,  for  service  Feb.  29th, 
1704,  against  Indians  who  had  destroyed  the  last  named  Town. 

Norwich,  June  29;  1773. — Part  of  Murraysfield,  and  of  No.  9,  which 
was  sold  by  Massachusetts  1762. 

Wbsthampton,  Sept.  29, 1778.-— West  part  of  Northampton.  Settled 
about  1767. 

C^ifiiiNOToif,  June  23, 1779.  Na  5.*^Sold  by  the  Province,  June 
2, 1762,  to  Col.  John  Cummings  of  Concord,  for  whom  it  was 
named,  and  others,  for  jf  1,800.     Settled  1770. 

Goshen,  May  14,  1781. — Chesterfield  Gore,  and  North  part  of  Ches- 
terfield. 

MiDnLBnBi.D,  March  12,  1783.--Part  of  Worthington,  Murrayfteld, 
Becket,  Partridgefield,  Washington  and  of  Prescott's  Grant. 

PXfAiNf  ii:u>,  June  15, 1807.  Ponioasuck.^'Softh  part  of  Cummington. 
Church  formed  here  1786,  Incorporated  as  a  district,  March 
16,  1785. 

Easthampton,  June  16,  1809.  Pascomuch — Part  of  South  and 
Northampton,  settled  about  1700.  Incorporated  as  a  District 
June  17,  1785. 

Enfiblo,  Feb.  15,  1816.«-^Part  of  Greenwich  and  Belchertown. 

Frescott,  Jan.  28,  1822.«**<Part  oi  Pelham  and  New  Salem. 

>  It  was  proposed  in  General  Court,  1779,  that  WiUiamsburgh  have  its  name 
altered,  because  nemed  for  a  person  opposed  to  the  liberties  of  our  country.  At  the 
MOM  time  a  like  proposal  was  made,  fir  a  similar  cause,  relative  to  Iforaardstan, 
tfumyfiald,  Mansfield,  Paxton,  Whatelj,  Loudon,  and  Amherst  It  was  proposed 
to  call  Williamsburgh,  Greenshurgh  or  Hawley;  Bemardston,  Putnamburgh  or 
Randolph ;  Murrayfield,  Starkfield  or  Effingham ;  Mansfield,  Montgomerv ;  Whate- 
ly,  Tnunbull;  Loudon,  Fayatia;  and  Amherst,  Hampden. 
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This  settlement  was  far  from  being  made  under  prosperous 
circumstances.  Its  first  occupants,  before  embarking  for  Ameri- 
ca, were  expatriated  for  the  cause  of  religious  freedom.  Their 
principles  were  deemed  by  the  authorities  in  England,  as  ad- 
verse to  its  civil  and  ecclesiastical  institutions.  Hence,  when 
the  Leyden  Puritans  sought,  through  their  associates  in  London, 
for  a  charter  of  soil  on  our  shores,  they  were  met  by  obstruc- 
tions in  every  step  of  their  course.  At  last,  in  1619,  after 
much  trouble  and  cost,  such  a  document  was  obtained  from 
the  Virginia  Council,  who  were  soon  divided  into  two  corpora- 
tions. It  was  encumbered  with  restrictions.  It  was  taken  out 
in  the  name  of  John  Wincob,  who  intended  to  accompany 
them,  but  was  prevented.  It  was,  also,  designed  for  a  location 
on  the  Hudson  river.  Thus  inapplicable-  to  their  subsequent 
exigencies,  it  proved  of  little  use.  When  arrived  upon  our  coast, 
they  found  themselves  further  north  than  they  had  wish  or  per- 
mission to  settle.  But  the  difficulties  of  navigation  at  the  sea- 
son, prevented  the  alteration  of  their  position.  Morton  states, 
that  bribery  to  the  pilot  thus  turned  them  from  their  course. 
Without  regular  credentials  to  occupy  the  soil  on  which  neces- 
sity cast  them,  they  formed  themselves  into  a  body  politic.  If 
ever  men  deserved  the  sympathy  of  philanthropists — of  all,  'who 
noble  ends  by  noble  means  obtain ' — ^it  was  the  planters  of 
Plymouth.  After  taking  up  their  residence  on  Cape  Cod,  they 
felt  the  need  of  a  more  appropriate  patent.  Still  met  with  cold- 
ness and  suspicion  from  the  dominant  powers  of  their  mother 
land,  their  petition  was  allowed,  1621,  by  the  New  England 
Council,  with  discouraging  limitations.  It  was  made  out  to 
John  Pierce  of  London,  in  trust,  and  stinted  the  colonists  to  a 
small  extent  of  territory.  Still  it  relieved  them  from  the  hazard 
of  being  accounted  as  intruders  on  the  premises  of  their  resi- 
dence, and  imparted  to  them  a  confidence  of  protection  from 
the  arm  of  England.  But  when  the  patentee  perceived  that 
the  pilgrims  might  be  made  an  occasion  of  his  own  personal 
gain,  he  devised  a  new  plan.  This  was  to  get  another  charter 
of  their  soil,  with  enlargement,  on  his  own  account,  and  hold 
them  as  mere  tenants.    In  1622,  he  compassed  his  object.    As 
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a  further  accomplishment  of  his  intentions,  he  resolved  to  visit 
Plymouth.  Twice  he  attempted  this  with  a  large  number  of 
passengers,  but  was  driven  back  by  the  severity  of  tempests. 
The  elements  seemed  to  frown  on  his  motives  and  paralyze  his 
efforts.  Thus  baffled  in  his  purpose,  he  was  induced,  1623,  to 
relinquish  the  charter,  which  cost  him  but  £50,  for  £500. 
This  was  a  hard  bargain,  and  added  to  the  pecuniary  embar- 
rassments of  the  colonists.  Still,  they  sat  not  down  to  be 
crushed  by  their  burdens.  With  their  usual  enterprise,  they 
established  a  house  at  Nantasket,  1624,  for  trade  with  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Indians.  The  same  year,  members  of  their  compa- 
ny, in  England,  obtained  a  patent  of  Cape  Ann.  They  per- 
mitted it  to  be  occupied  by  emigrants  from  Dorchester,  who 
were  accompanied  by  some  from  Plymouth  plantation.  The 
latter  thus  crossed  the  Bay,  and  took  up  a  new  abode,  in  order 
to  extend  their  fisheries.  Governor  Bradford  and  his  company 
had  too  sad  evidence,  that  a  large  portion  of  their  adventurers, 
at  home,  had,  for  a  considerable  time,  imbibed  strong  prejudices 
and  cooperated  against  the  advancement  of  the  emigrants.  To 
clear  themselves  of  such  injurious  contact,  they  bought  all  the 
interest,  which  these  disaffected  partners  held  in  the  concern, 
for  £1,800.  That  this,  and  other  demands  of  £600,  might  be 
more  efficiently  discharged,  the  chief  magistrate  and  other 
principal  inhabitants  agreed  to  pay  them,  on  condition  of  hav- 
ing the  trade  of  the  Colony  for  six  years,  and  also  its  public 
stock,  and  two  small  vessels.  Such  undertakers  further  con- 
tracted, on  this  occasion,  to  import  annually,  for  the  same  pe- 
riod, £60  worth  of  hoes  and  shoes,  and  to  exchange  them  with 
the  settlers  for  corn  at  6s.  a  bushel.  To  help  carry  out  so 
hazardous  an  engagement  for  the  general  good,  they  in  1626 
set  up  a  truck-house  at  Penobscot.  In  cooperation  with  them, 
the  Colony  secured  a  patent,  1627,  for  a  trading  location  on 
Kennebeck  river.  This  instrument  arrived  the  next  year,  and 
in  1629  its  grant  was  extended.  The  undertakers  had  places 
for  trade  at  Popham's  Fort,  Richmond's  Landing  and  Cushuoc. 
After  various  exertions  for  another  Colonial  charter,  more  to 
their  mind,  Mr.  Bradford  and  his  people  succeeded,  1630,  in  so 
desirable  an  object.  They  had  been  anxious  to  have  such  a 
document  from  under  the  King's  seal,  and  to  allow  them  privi- 
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leges  like  those  conferred  on  Massachtasetts.  Another,  reason 
for  this  was,  that  Sir  Ferdinand  Gorges  intended  to  exert  him* 
self  for  the  nullification  of  theirs  and  other  patents  in  New  Eng- 
land. His  Majesty's  consent  to  their  petition  was  given,  bat 
his  Council  non*concurred.  Thus  the  colonists  were  much 
disappointed.  Nor  was  this  all  The  experiment  cost  them 
£500,  when  forced  to  hire  money  for  30  to  60  per  cent*  But 
under  this  useless  addition  to  their  debt,  they  had  one  encour-^ 
agement.  The  new  charter  enlarged  their  boundaries*  These 
were  as  follow :  "  All  that  part  of  New  England  lying  between 
Cohasset  rivulet  toward  the  north,  and  Narraganset  river  toward 
the  south  ;  the  great  Western  Ocean  (the  Atlantic)  toward  the 
east,  and  a  strait  line  extending  into  the  main  land  toward  the 
west  from  the  mouth  of  Narraganset  river  to  the  utmost  bounds 
of  a  country  called  Pokenakut  alias  Sowamset ;  and  another 
strait  line,  extending  directly  from  the  mouth  of  Cohasset  river 
toward  the  west,  so  far  into  the  main  land  westward  as  the  ut-* 
most  limits  of  Pokenakut,  alias  Sowamset."  The  same  instra-^ 
ment,  also,  confirmed  to  Plymouth  their  settlement  at  the  east* 
ward.  The  limits  of  this  being  now  extended,  were  from 
Cobbtseconte  falls  to  Nequamkike  falls  in  Kennebeck  river,  and 
15  miles  wide  on  each  side  of  the  same  stream.  The  tenants 
of  such  a  tract  were  formally  received,  1654,  under  the  juris« 
diction  of  the  Colony.  Having  satisfied  the  Indian  claims  to 
the  soil,  so  occupied,  the  Legislative  authorities  disposed  of  it, 
1661,  to  Antipas  Boies  and  others  for  £400.  While  remarking 
6n  the  patents  made  to  Plymouth,  Governor  Dudley,  in  his 
letter  to  the  Countess  of  Lincoln,  said,  that  they  had  been  con« 
ferred  by  their  Majesties,  James  and  Charles.  But  this  is  a 
mistake.  All  these  documents  were  from  the  New  England 
Council. 

In  1630,  the  undertakers  for  the  Colonists  united  with  a  few 
merchants  of  England,  who  had  received  a  charter  for  a  large 
tract  of  land  at  Penobscot,  as  a  situation  for  trade.  This  terri« 
tory  was  improved  by  Plymouth  people  till  1636,  when  they 
were  expelled  by  a  French  force.  Having  erected  a  truck- 
house  at  Machias  in  1634,  they  were  alike  driven  away  the 
same  year.  In  order  to  obtain  redress  for  these  and  other  of-* 
fences,  Plymouth  Colony  sent  Edward  Winslow  to  England^ 
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But  Archbishop  Laud  accused  him  of  being  a  separatist  and 
had  him  imprisoned  several  months.  Having  trafficked  with 
Indians  on  Fresh  or  Connecticut  river,  several  years,  traders 
frgm  the  Colony  built  a  truck  house  there  in  1633,  and  pun* 
chased  the  land  from  its  native  proprietors.  The  location  thus 
appropriated,  was  selected  by  emigrants  from  Dorchester,  in 
1635,  who  made  a  compromise  for  it  with  the  last  owners.  It 
was  subsequently  called  Windsor.  As  a  means  of  preventing 
future  jealousies  and  difficulties,  Mr.  Bradford  and  others,  to 
whom  the  last  patent  was  granted,  concluded,  that  they  would 
assign  it  to  the  whole  body  of  their  freemen.  So  prudent  a  mea- 
sure was  adopted  in  1640.  In  passing  from  this  period  to  the 
close  of  Philip's  war,  we  find  the  authorities  of  Plymouth 
properly  careful  t6  retain  their  privileges.  While  Massachu- 
setts, on  account  of  their  previous  policy  and  influence,  were 
singled  out  to  bear  the  displeasure  of  the  Throne  for  the  of- 
fences of  New  England  liberty,  they  were  allowed  to  pass  with 
much  less  of  such  distinction.  Consequently,  Charles  II.  did 
not  behold  them  with  a  continual  frown.  As  a  mark  of  his 
favor,  in  1680  he  bestowed  on  them  Mount  Hope,  of  about 
7,000  acres,  where  the  chief  of  Pokanoket  had  had  his  residence. 
This  grant  was  made  on  condition  that  seven  beaver  skins  were 
annually  paid  to  the  Crown.  His  Majesty  inquired  of  them 
the  year  before,  as  to  the  value  of  such  property,  because  John 
Crown,  the  poet,  had  petitioned  that  it  might  be  conferred  on 
him.  Plymouth  still  cherished  the  strong  desire  for  a  charter 
with  the  royal  seal,  which  should  endow  them  with  greater 
immunities.  For  this  purpose,  they  forwarded  several  petitions. 
Of  these  were  two  in  1680  and  1684.  With  regard  to  the 
latter,  a  gentleman  wrote  from  Ireland  the  same  year  as  follows. 
''  Our  last  packet  from  England  brings  us  news  of  two  very 
loyal  addresses  to  His  Majesty,  one  from  New  Plymouth  and 
the  other  from  Connecticut,  which  were  both  very  graciously 
received.  I  suspect^you  of  the  Massachusetts  are  more  whig- 
gish,  and  your  neighbours  more  toryish,  to  express  it  in  the 
language  of  late  in  use."  Such  suspected  toryism  of  these 
colonies  was  niore  in  appearance,  than  from  any  real  cause. 

For  greater  convenience,  Plymouth  divided  their  territory, 
1685,  into  three  counties,  namely,  Plymouth,  Bristol  and  Barn- 
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Stable.  As  a  distinct  corporation  with  powers  of  political  juris* 
diction,  this  Colony  expired  without  the  indulgence  of  their 
wish  for  a  royal  charter.  The  one  they  had  was  probably  de- 
livered to  Governor  Andros,  who  came  over  in  1686,  because 
he  demanded  and  received  their  public  records  and  papers. 
When  the  revolution  of  1689  had  deposed  him,  they  resumed 
their  government  under  this  instrument,  and  so  continued  till 
the  arrival  of  the  Massachusetts  charter.  Thus  its  career,  as  a 
body  politic,  whence  no  small  share  of  our  national  virtue  and 
freedom  has  resulted,  was  terminated  contrary  to  their  wishes 
and  efforts. 

Counties. 

The  Colony  Records  of  Plymouth  do  not  particularly  specify 
when  it  was  divided  into  counties :  but  at  the  General  Court 
of  June  2,  1685,  there  were  appointments  for  members  of  a 
council  of  war,  and  for  three  majors  for  the  three  counties  pre- 
viously named,  which  not  being  mentioned  before  on  such 
records,  were  then  probably  incorporated. 

PLYMOUTH  COUNTY. 
iDcoqporated  Juae  2, 1685. 

Plymouth,  December  II,  1620.  Apaum  or  Patuxet. — Plymonth  was 
confirmed  Oct.  31,  1685.  Its  incorporation  bas  been  long 
reckoned  from  the  day  of  its  being  found  and  judged  fit  for  a 
settlement. 

HiNGHAM,  -[-September  2,  1(>35.  Barecove. — Taken  from  Sufifolk 
June  16,  1803.  Settled  as  early  as  1633.  Named  for  a  town 
in  England. 

SciTUATB,  October  5, 1636.  iS'a/iitV.— Settled  about  1634.  Supposed 
to  be  named  from  its  Indian  name.     Confirmed  March  6, 1686. 

DuxBURT,  xJune  7,  1637.  Mattakeeset,  or  Namassakeset — ^Granted 
to  Miles  Standish  and  others.     Confirmed  June  12,  1685. 

Marsufield,  March  2,  1641.  Missaucatucket.  Green's  Harbor  or 
Rexham.— Part  of  Duxbury.     Confirmed,  July  7,  1685. 

Hull,  May  29,  1644.  Nantasket. — Had  a  trading  house  prior  to 
1624;  taken  from  Sufifolk,  June  18,  1803. 

Bridgbwatbr,  XJune  3,  1656.  Nunkeiest  or  Nucktxtateest.  Dux- 
bury  Plantation. — Granted  to  inhabitants  of  Duxbury,  1645. 
Confirmed,  March,  1686. 

MiDDLEBOROuGH,  X^unc  1,  1669.  Namaskett, — Confirmed  July  7, 
1685.  It  is  uniformly  spelt  on  Plymouth  Colony  records  Mid- 
dleberry. 

RocHBBTBR,  Junc  4,  1686.    Seipicm,—NLMx^jfiX,  a  part  of  Roches- 
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ter,  granted  for  a  Plantation  to  Charles  Chauncy  and  others, 
March  2,  1641. 

Plymfton,  June  4,  1707.  Wenatukset — S.  W.  part  of  Plymouth. 
Ministry  commenced  here,  1698. 

Pembroke,  March  21,  1712.  Matiakesei,  Major's  Purchase,  and 
Marshfieid  Upper  Lands. — N.  W.  part  of  Duxbury. 

Abington,  June  10,  1712.  Manamooskeagin. — East  part  of  Bridge- 
water;  settled  about  1668. 

Kingston,  June  16,  1726.  Jones  River  Parish. — ^Part  of  Plymouth; 
became  a  parish  1717. 

Hanover,  June  14,  1727. — Part  of  Scituate  and  Abington. 

Halifax,  July  4,  1734.  Monponsit^^Vwi  of  Plympton,  Middle- 
borough  and  Pembroke. 

Wareham,  July  10,  1739.  Wawa^amtat — East  end  of  Rochester 
and  the  plantation  of  Agawam  in  Plymouth ;  settled  soon  after 
1682. 

Carver,  June  9, 1790. — S.  part  of  Plympton ;  named  for  Gov.  Carver; 
settled  about  1638. 

Hanson,  February  22,  1820. — W.  side  of  Pembroke ;  ministry  began 
here,  1748. 

North  Bridoewater,  June  15,  1821.— Made  a  precinct,  1738;  part 
of  Bridgewater. 

West  Bridgewater,  February  16,  1822. — Part  of  Bridgewater; 
settled  16^1. 

East  Bridgewater,  June  14,  1823. — Part  of  Bridgewater ;  settled 
before  1685. 

BRISTOL  COUNTY. 
Incorporated  June  2, 1685, 

Taunton,  Sept.  3,  1639.  Cohannet, — At  the  Session  of  March  3, 
1640,  Cohannet  is  called  Taunton.  Made  the  Shire  Town 
Not.  13,  1746.  Taunton  must  have  been  incorporated  as  soon 
as  June  4,  1639,  when  Representatives  appeared  from  it,  under 
the  name  of  Cohannet,  in  General  Court 

Rehoeoth,  June  4,  1645.  Seconck  or  Wannamoiset, — Granted  1641. 
Settled  1644.    Confirmed  July  7,  1685.  • 

Dartmouth,  X  June  8, 1664.    Apponegansei,  Aeushena. 

SwANSET,  *XOct.  80,  1667.  Pockanocket,  Sawams. — Granted  at 
Session  of  Oct.  30,  1667,  to  Thomas  Willetand  others;  called 
Swansey,  March,  1667.  Shewamet  added  to  Swansey  Nov.  17, 
1724.     Originally  spelt  Swansea,  like  a  town  in  Wales. 

Freetown,  July,  1683.  Assonet  The  Freemen's  land  at  Fall 
River.^-SeUled  1659.  First  taxed  1680.  Its  incorporation 
not  mentioned  in  Plymouth  Colony  Records  as  to  the  day  of 
the  month. 

Attlbboeouqh,  Oct  19|  1604.    North  Purchase.— Settled  about  1660. 
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Norton,  June  12, 171 1.  North  Purchase. — North  Precinct  of  Taun- 
ton.    Began  to  be  settled  1670. 

DiGHTON,  May  30,  1712. — South  Precinct  of  Taunton. 

Easton,  Dec.  21,  1725.     Taunton  North  Purchase.— Part  of  Norton. 

Ratnham,  April  2,  1731.  Hockamock, — Part  of  Taunton ;  settled 
about  1650. 

Berkley,  April  18,  1735. — Part  of  Dighton  and  Taunton.  ' 

Mansfield,(/  April  26,  1770. — N.  Precinct  of  Norton.  It  was  moved 
in  General  Court,  1779,  that  as  Mansfield  was  called  after  a 
person  unfriendly  to  American  Independence,  it  might  be 
altered. 

New  Bedford,  Feb.  23,  1787.    Acushena. — East  part  of  Dartmouth. 

Westport,  July  2,  1787.    Aeoakset — West  part  of  Dartmouth. 

Somerset,  Feb.  20,  1790.  Skewamet  Shewamet  Purchase. — Part 
of  Swanzey. 

Fall  River,  Feb.  26, 1803.  Quequeteant — South  part  of  Freetown. 
Called  Fall  River  to  June  18,  1804,  then  Troy,  to  1834,  then 
changed  to  its  first  name. 

Fairhaven,  Feb.  22,  1812.     Sconticut-^Easi  part  of  New  Bedford. 

Seekonk,  Feb  26,  1812.  Seekonk, — West  part  of  Rehoboth,  and  the 
first  section  of  which,  that  was  settled. 

Wellington,  June  9,  1814. — North  part  of  Dighton,  with  which  it 
was  united  Feb.  22,  1826. 

Pawtucket,  March  1,  1828.    Pawtucket — Part  of  Seekonk. 

BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 
Incorporated  June  2, 1685. 

Barnstable,^  Sept.  3,  1639.  Mattacheest  or  Cummaguid, — Granted 
to  Joseph  Hull  and  others.     Confirmed  July  14,  1685. 

'  Baylies'  Memorial  of  Plymouth  Colooy,  2  vol.  806  p.,  states  that  Barnstable 
was  not  represented  in  General  Court  before  December,  1639.  Such  a  statement 
has  been  assumed,  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Centennial  Celebration  at  this  Town, 
as  a  prominent  reason  why  it  could  not  have  been  incorporated  earlier  than  Septem- 
ber 8d  of  the  same  year.  But  it  seems  to  be  founded  on  a  mistake.  The  Plymouth 
Court  Recotas  give  the  names  of  two  deputies  from  Barnstable  at  the  Session  of  the 
preceding  June  4,  with  the  following  entry  suffixed,  "Made  in  December,  1639.*' 
This  phrase  evidently  signifies,  that  the  said  two  persons,  John  HuU  and  Thomas 
Dimmack,  were  made  freemen  at  the  last  named  date,  because  they  are  then  record- 
ed as  being  so  qualified,  besides  being,  at  the  same  time,  again  enumerated  as  Rep- 
resentatives from  Barnstable.  If  these  individuals  were  not  allowed  to  sit  in  the 
I^egLslature  of  June  4th,  because  not  yet  formally  constituted  fi-eemen,  though  there 
Is  no  intimation  of  the  kind  among  the  doings  of  that  body,  such  a  denial  to  them 
does  not  invalidate  the  fact,  that  Barnstable,  as  a  Town,  did  elect  and  send  them. 
This,  however,  varies  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Klellen's  account,  in  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  CoUections  of  1794.  which  represents  the  inoorporatioa  of  Barnstable  Is 
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Sadibwich,*  Sept  3,  1639.  Shawmt, — Granted  to  Edmund  Freeman 
and  others,  April  3,  1637.     Confirmed  Julj  13,  1685. 

Yarmouth,'  Sept.  3,  1639.  Maitacheeset, — Granted  to  Saugas  peo- 
ple April  3,  1637,  some  of  whom  settled  there  the  same  year. 

Eastham,  XJune  2,  1646.  iVatl5e^— Settled  1644.  Billingsgate 
ordered  to  be  set  off  as  a  Precinct  from  Eastham,  May  3  J ,  1723. 

Falmouth,  June  4,  1686.     Succanesset, 

Harwick,  Sept.  14,  1694.     Satucket. 

Truro,  Oct.  29,  1705.  Meeshawn  or  Pawmet,  Dangerfield,  to  its 
re-incorporation. — A  part  of  Eastham.  Had  30  families  in 
1705.  Its  first  incorporation  was  conditional.  Having  com- 
plied with  the  terms,  they  were  reincorporated  July  16,  1709. 
Still  a  petition  for  the  latter  purpose,  spoke  of  Dangerfield,  as 
a  District,  and  thus  disagreed  with  the  act  of  1705. 

Chatham,  June  11,  1712.     JfonomoytV.— Settled  not  long  after  1665. 

Provincetown,  June  14,  1727.  Precinct  of  Cape  Cod, — Part  of 
Truro.  It  passed  in  the  House  to  be  called  Herringtou,  but 
this  was  altered  in  the  Council. 

Marshpee,c^  June  14,  1763.  Massapu, — Reincorporated  as  a  Dis- 
trict, March  31,  1834.  Purchased  for  the  Massapees  or  South 
sea  Indians,  by  Richard  Bourne,  in  1660. 

Wellfleet,  June  16,  1763.  Punnonakcmit — N.  Precinct  of  East- 
ham. 

Dennis,  June  19,  1793.  Nohscusset — East  Precinct  of  Yarmouth. 
Named  for  Mr.  Dennis,  one  of  its  ministers. 

Orleans,  March  3,  1797.    Naumskeket, — S.  part  of  Eastham. 

Brewster,  Feb.  19,  1803.  Satucket  or  Sawhattuckett.^N.  Part  of 
Harwick.  Petitioned  to  be  a  Town  in  1694.  Named  for  Elder 
Brewster,  one  of  the  Pilgrims. 

DUKES  COUNTY. 

KeiDOorporatfed  June  22, 1695. 

Of  the  territory  chartered  by  Charles  I.,  to  Sir  Ferdinando 
Goi^es  in  1639,  were  Capawock  and  Nautican.  But  the 
troubles  of  England  prevented  the  patentee  from  taking  poa- 

session  of  them.     These  and  the  other  Islands  of  this'  County 

'«-  . 

of  September  8.  Still  in  t  case  like  the  present,  inibrmation  from  the  Colonial 
Records  should  be  relied  on  more  than  any  other.  Besides,  these  Records  show, 
that  Barnstable  was  not  only  represented  at  the  sesrion  of  June  4, 1689,  but,  also, 
ha4  a  constable,  who  then  took  his  oath  before  the  Legislature.  From  such  oonsid- 
erations,  it  appears,  that  Barnstable  was  incorporated  as  early  as  June  4th,  1639. 

'  Though  Sandwich  and  Yarmouth  are  commonly  represented  as  incorporated 
September  3d,  1639,  yet  they  must  have  been  incorporated  the  preceding  June,  4, 
—because  Deputies  then  appeared  from  them  in  General  Court, — ^whose  Records 
show  nothing  to  the  contrary  of  this  inference. 
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were  purchased  in  1641,  by  Thomas  Mayhew  and  his  son 
Thomas  Mayhew  of  Watertown,  of  James  Forrett,  agent  to 
William  Earl  of  Sterling.  In  1644,  the  Commissioners  of  the 
United  Colonies  vote,  that  Massachusetts  may  receive  Martha's 
Vineyard  ^  into  their  jurisdiction,  if  they  see  cause.  This  ap- 
pears to  have  been  done.  In  1664,  Charles  II.  grants  his 
brother,  the  Duke  of  York,  this  territory  and  Nantucket,  which, 
by  such  an  assignment,  came  under  the  Qovemment  of  New 
York,  and  so  continued  till  returned  to  Massachusetts  by  their 
second  Charter  of  October  7,  1691.  It  appears,  however,  that 
most  of  the  principal  freeholders  "  in  the  two  towns  settled  on 
Martha's  Vineyard,"  were  dissatisfied  with  such  a  change.  Con- 
trary to  the  advice  and  wish  of  their  Governor,  Mr.  Mayhew, 
they  petitioned  Massachusetts,  October  15,  1673,  to  be  taken 
under  their  jurisdiction.  They  remarked  on  this  occasion,  that 
when  Mr.  Mayhew  first  obtained  a  grant  of  his  territory,  he 
*^  was  obliged  to  set  up  the  government  of  the  Massachusetts, 
and  since  that  government  hath  bene  laid  by,  things  hath 
grown  from  better  to  worse  vntill  we  are  come  to  nothing  as  at 
this  day.  Now,  for  the  Lord's  sake,  graunt  vs  your  powefuU 
hand  to  protect  vs."  Before  these  places  were  thus  transfer- 
red, they,  as  denominated  Martha  or  Martin's  Vineyard,  Eliza- 
beth Islands  and  Noman's  Land,  with  Nantucket,  received  the 
general  appellation  of  Duke's  County,  under  New  York  jurisdic- 
tion. All  these  settlements  paid  quit  rents  to  that  Govern- 
ment, who  did  not  release  them  from  such  a  claim,  even  down 
to  1723,  though  none  had  been  paid  since  1692.  While  under 
New  York,  they  were  allowed  to  hold  General  Courts  for  the 
various  purposes  of  their  small  community.  One  of  these 
Courts  was  held  at  Edgartown,  1672,  and  another  at  Nantucket, 
1677. 

Edqartown,  July  8,  1671.    -Chappequidick,    Old  Town. — Settled 
before  1642.     Had  36  houses  in  1694. 

TisBURT,  July  8,  1671.     Tocketning,     Middletown. 

1  This  name  was  given  by  Gosnold,  1602,  to  one  of  the  Elizabeth  Islands,  de- 
nominated Nenimisset.  When  and  for  what  it  was  transferred  to  the  much  lar- 
ger Island,  which  has  long  borne  it,  is  not  known.  The  latter  place  was  also  an- 
ciently called  Martin's  Vineyard.  The  first  of  these  two  terms,  is  supposed  to  have 
been  so  applied  from  Capt  Martin  Pring,  who  visited  its  harbor  in  1603.  The  Vine- 
yard, as  generally  known,  was  caUed  Nope  and  Capawock  by  (he  IndiaDs. 
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Chilmark,  Oct  30,  1714.  Nashuakemtniuk.  Manor  of  Tisbury  in 
]694. — Contains  the  West  end  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  Elizabeth 
Islands  and  Noman's  Land. 

NANTUCKET  COUNTY. 

Incorporated  June  20, 1695. 

Nantucket,  as  previously  mentioned,  while  under  New  York, 
belonged  to  Dukes  County.  It  was  bought  of  Thomas  May- 
hew,  July  2, 1669,  by  Thomas  Macy,  for  £30,  in  merchantable 
pay  and  two  beaver  hats.  The  many  Indians,  who  dwelt  there, 
sold  their  titles  for  the  most  part,  to  the  white  inhabitants  from 
one  time  to  another.  It  was  named  Sherburne  by  Governor 
Lovelace,  April  18,  1673. 

Nantucket,  June  27,  1687.  Nautican.  Sherburne. — One  account 
of  Nantucket  says,  that  the  day  of  incorporation  was  the  7th 
and  not  the  27th  of  June.  Settled  1659.  Called  Sherburne 
to  June  8,  1795. 

WORCESTER  COUNTY. 
Incorporated  April  2, 1731. 

Lancaster,  May  18,  1653.  Weshakim  and  Nashaway. — Plantation 
Oct  1,  1641. 

Mendon,  May  15,  1667.  Qucmshapauge, — Granted  to  Braintree 
people,  Oct.  16,  1660.     Settled  1664. 

Brookfield,  Oct.  15,  1673.  Quaboag. — Granted  to  Ipswich  Inhab- 
itants June,  1660.     Reincorporated  Nor.  12,  1718. 

Worcester,  Oct.  15,  1684.  Quinsegamond. — General  Court,  Oct 
24,  1668,  appoint  a  Committee  for  its  settlement  First  set- 
tled about  1675.  Plan  approved  by  the  Court  at  Session  of 
May  16,  1683. 

Oxford,  1713.  Manchage, — Granted  to  Joseph  Dudley,  William 
Stoughton  and  Robert  Thompson,  May  16,  1683.  Settled  ac- 
cording to  invitation  of  the  grantees,  by  Huguenots  or  French 
Protestants,  1686.  The  grant  was  eight  miles  square,  "  for 
gentlemen  coming  from  England/'  Oxford  has  been  generally 
represented' as  incorporated  in  1713;  but  no  act  remains  to 
show  this.  General  Court  records  mention  it  as  a  Town,  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1714.  Still,  its  reputed  year  of  incorporation  is 
probably  correct. 

Leicester,  Feb.  15,  1714.  Towtaid.  Strawberry  Hill. — Purchased 
of  Indians,  about  1686.     Settled  soon  after  1713. 

Rutland,  Feb.  23,  1714.  iVagtitfc^.— Bought  of  Indians,  1686. 
The  dates  commonly  assigned  as  the  time  when  Rutland  was 
incorporated,  were  when  General  Court  confirmed  the  Indian 
deed  for  it,  and  gave  its  name.    Incorporated  June  18,  1722. 
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Sutton,  Jane  21, 1715. — ^The  purchase  of  it  from  Indians  wu  oon* 
firmed  by  the  Legislature,  May  15,  1704. 

Weitborouoh,  Nov.  18,  1717.  Chauncey. — W.  Part  of  Marlbor- 
ough.    Settled  before  1700. 

UzBRiDOE,  June  27,  1727.     Wacuntug.-^'W.  Part  of  Mendon. 

SouTHBORouGH,  July  6,  1727. — S.  Part  of  Marlborough. 

Shrewsbury,  Dec.  19,  1727. — Granted  Nov.  2,  1717,  and  settled  the 
same  year. 

Lunenburg,  Aug.  1,  1728.  South  Town.— S.  Part  of  Turkey  Hills. 
Sold  by  Massachusetts  Nov.  4,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  out  Dec. 
7,  1719.  So  called  for  George  II.,  one  of  whose  titles  was 
Duke  of  Lunenburg. 

Dudley,  Feb.  2, 1732.  Chahanakongkomum. — ^Granted  by  the  Legis* 
lature  to  Henry  Penning  and  others.  May  30,  1660,  who  bought 
it  of  Indians.  Confirmed  to  former  proprietors  June  6,  1674, 
if  settled  within  four  years.  It  appears  to  have  been  afterwards 
granted  to  Paul  and  William  Dudley,  for  whom  it  was  named. 

Harvard,  June  29,  1732. — Part  of  Lancaster,  Groton  and  Stow. 
Named  for  John  Harvard,  founder  of  Cambridge  College. 

Grafton,  April  18,  1735.  Hassanamisett  and  Hassanamisco, — For- 
merly an  Indian  settlement.  Samuel  Chandler  and  others  had 
leave  from  the  Legislature,  June  9,  1725,  to  purchase  lands  of 
Hassanamisco  Indians  for  a  Township.  There  were  other 
English  proprietors  of  land  there  at  the  same  date. 

Upton,  June  14,  1735. — ^Part  of  Mendon,  Sutton,  Uxbridge  and  Hop- 
kinton. 

Sturbridge,  June  24, 1738.  Tantuesque.  New  Medfield. — Granted 
1729. 

Bolton,  June  24,  1738.— S.  £.  Part  of  Lancaster. 

Hardwick,  Jan.  10,  1739.  Wombemestsecook  or  Wonbemsicuncke* 
Lambstown.«»Purchased  of  Indians,  1686.  Confirmed  by 
General  Court,  1732.  Called  at  first  after  one  of  its  principal 
proprietors,  whose  name  was  Lamb. 

Leominster,  June  23,  1740.  Lancaster  New  Grant. — Part  of  Lan- 
caster. First  house  built  there,  1725,  by  Gersham  Haughton. 
In  1749,  it  had  60  families. 

Holdbn,  Jan.  9,  1741.  North  Worcester. — N.  Part  of  Worcester. 
Named  for  Hon.  Samuel  Holden,  whose  lady  and  daughters 
of  England,  were  benefactors  to  Massachusetts. 

Wahrbn,  Jan.  16,  1742.  Western,  to  March  13,  1834.— Part  of 
Brookfield,  Brimfield  and  Palmer ;  named  for  General  Warren, 
who  fell  at  Bunker  Hill. 

Douglas ,cf  1746.  New  Sherburne. — Settled  about  1722,  named  for 
William  Douglas,  M.  D.,  historian  of  New  England.  No  act 
remains  to  certify  its  incorporation. 
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New  Braintrbe,  J^an.  31,  1751.  Wenimesset  Braintree  Farms. — 
Took  in  part  of  Hardwick  and  Brookfield,  and  6,000  acres 
granted  to  Braintree  people  aa  soon  as  1070. 

Spencer, £?  April  12,  1753. — Second  Precinct  of  Leicester.  Became 
a  Parish  1744. 

Petersham,  April  20, 1754. — Nichewoag,  Volunteer  Town. — Grant- 
ed to  Jeremiah  Perley  and  John  Bennet  and  others,  about 
1732,  for  military  service.  Settled  as  early  as  1738.  Had 
48  families  in  1750. 

Charlton,  Nov.  2,  1754.— West  Part  of  Oxford. 

Templeton,  March  6,  1762.  Narraganset  No.  6. — Granted  in  1732, 
for  service  in  Narraganset  Expedition  of  1675.  Plat  accepted 
February  12,  1734. 

Athol,  March  6,  1762.  Poqoiag. — Granted  Dec.  1729,  to  inhabi- 
tants of  Ipswich  and  Newbury.  Settled  about  1734.  Had  15 
families  in  1750. 

Oakham, ef  June  7,  1762.    Rutland  West  Wing.— Part  of  Rutland. 

FiTCHBURG,  Feb.  3,  1764.  Turkey  Hills. — W.  Part  of  Lunenburg. 
Settled  before  1719. 

Winchbndon,  June  14,  1764.  Ipswich  Canada  or  New  Ipswich. — 
Granted  June  19,  1735,  for  service  in  Canada  Expedition  of 
1690.  Plat  accepted  June  23,  1736.  Royalston  Leg,  annex- 
ed to  it  June  17,  1780. 

PAXTON.JFeb.  12,  1765.  South  Part  of  Rutland  and  North  Part  of 
Leicester.     Settled  about  1720.     Had  70  families  in  1771. 

Rot  ALSTON,  Feb.  19,  1765.  Royalshire.— Sold  to  Messrs.  Royal, 
Erving  and  others,  1752.  Named  for  Col.  Isaac  Royal,  one 
of  its  Proprietors.     First  settled  not  later  than  1754. 

Ashburnham,  Feb.  22,  1765.  Dorchester  Canada. — Granted  June 
19,  1735,  for  service  under  Capt.  John  Withington,  in  Canada 
Expedition  of  1690.  Plat  accepted  June  17,1736.  Petition 
in  1764  to  be  called  Ashfield.     Settled  a  minister  in  1760. 

NoRTBBOROuoH,  Jsu.  24,  1766. — North  Precinct  of  Westborough. 
Settled  as  early  as  1700. 

HuBRARDSTON,  June  13,  1767. — N.  E.  Part  of  Rutland.  Named  for 
Thomas  Hubbard  of  Boston,  a  principal  Proprietor. 

Westminster,  April  26,  1770.  Narraganset  No.  2.-— Granted  1686, 
and  confirmed  Dec.  18,  1728,  for  service  in  the  Narraganset 
Expedition  of  1675.  Had  15  families  in  1745.  Incorporated 
as  a  District,  Oct.  20,  1759.  In  1 686,  our  Colony  granted  to 
500  and  more,  being  about  two  thirds  of  the  army,  from  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Plymouth,  in  the  said  Expedition,  40,000  acres 
in  the  Nipmug  country. 

Princeton,  April  24,  1771.  Wachusett-^EMt  Wing  of  Rutland 
and  other  lands.    Incorporated  as  a  District,  Oct.  20,  1759. 

7 


50  TOWNS  IN  WORCESTER  COUNTY. 

Named  fi>r  Rev.  Thomw  Prince,  the  Chronologer  of  New 
En^laod. 

NoRTHBRiDGE,  Julj  14,  1772.    Nofth  Part  of  Uxbridge. 

Barre,  July  14,  1774.  Rutland  District.  Hutchinson  to  Noyember  7, 
1777. — N.  W.  Part  of  Rutland.  Incorporated  as  a  District, 
March  28,  1753.  Last  named 'for  a  great  friend  of  America,  n 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons.  '  Changed  from  Hutchin- 
son, because  its  inhabitants  disliked  the  opposition  of  Gover- 
nor Hutchinson  to  the  Revolution  of  Independence. 

Auburn.  April  10,  1778.  Ward  to  Feb.  17,  1837.— Part  of  Worces- 
ter, Sutton,  Oxford  and  Leicester. 

]iIiLFORD,  April  II,  1780.  Wopowage,  Mill  River.^-^East  Precinct 
of  Mendon ;  made  a  Parish  in  1741. 

St^rung,  April  25,  1781.  Chocksei  and  Waushacum. — Second 
Precinct  of  Lancaster.  Settled  as  soon  as  1720.  Named  for 
Lord  Sterling  of  New  Jersey. 

Garpner,  June  27,  1785.    Part  of  Westminster,  Ashburnhara,  Win- 

chendon  and  Templeton.    Named  for  Col.  Thomas  Gardner  of 
Cambridge,  killed  in  the  Bunker  Hill  Battle. 

BoTLSTON,  March  1,  17H6.  North  Parish  of'  Shrewsbury,  1742. 
Named  for  the  Boylston  family,  one  of  which  founded  a  Pro- 
fessorship in  Harvard  University. 

Phillipston,  Oct.  20,  1786.  Gerry,  to  Feb.  5,  1814.— Part  of 
Templeton  and  Athol.  Made  a  Parish  1774.  Phillipstoa 
ceased  to  be  called  Gerry,  because  the  politics  of  Governor 
Gerry,  for  whom  it  had  been  previously  named,  did  not  suit  the 
people  there. 

Dana,  Feb.  18,  1801. — Part  of  Petersham,  Hardwick,  and  Greenwich. 

West  Boylston,  Jan.  30,  1808. — Part  of  Boylston,  Holden,  and  Ster- 
ling.    Settled  as  soon  as  1720. 

Berlin,  Feb.  6,  1812. — South  Parish  of  Bolton  in  1778.  Incorporated 
as  a  District,  March  16,  1784. 

North  Brookfield,  Feb.  28,  1812. — North  Parish  in  Brookfield. 
Became  a  parish  1750. 

MiLBURv,  June  1 1  ^  1813. — North  Parish  in  Sutton.  Became  a  Parish, 
1742. 

SouTHBRiDOE,  Feb.  15,  1816.  Honest  Town. — Part  of  Sturbridge, 
Charlton,  and  Dudley. 

Webster,  March  6,  1832.— Part  of  Dudley  and  Oxford,  Named 
for  Daniel  Webster,  late  Secretary  of  State,  U.  S. 

BERKSHIRE  COUNTY. 
Taken  from  Hampshire  County.    Incorpcnkted  Apnl  21, 1761. 

$AKFFiBLB,  June  22, 1733.  (Lower)  Houssatonnock.  Westenhook^ 
Grame4  June  30,  1722.    Settled,  172$.    Claimed  by  New 


TOWNS  IN  HEBUSHIRE  GOONTT.  ^1 

York,  who  gave  a  grant  of  it  in  1735,  to  present  the  meamireB 
which  Massachusetts  were  taking  for  its  farther  settlement. 

Stockbridgb,  June  S3,  1739.  Muhhkaneew  and  Htrussatonnock. 
Indian  Town.— Settled  about  1734. 

New  Marlborougb,  June  15,  1759.  No.  2. — Plat  accepted  January 
19,  1737.  Settled,  1739.  Had  more  than  60  householders  in 
1759.  New  Marlborough,  Sandisfield,  Tyringham  and  Becket 
were  denominated  Uousatonic  Townships,  and  were  numbered 
as  such. 

EoitEMOprr,^  February  13,  1 760. —Settled  early  by  the  Dutch,  and 
afterwards  by  others,  1730. 

PrrTSFiELD,  April  21, 1761.  Pmtoostich.  No.  3,  Boston  Plantation. 
Wendeirs  Town.— Granted  to  Boston,  June  27,  1735.  Plat 
accepted  Dec.  8,  1738.  Sold  by  Boston  to  Jacob  Wendell. 
Settled,  1743.     Named  ibr  Wm.  Pitt,  the  English  statesman. 

Great  Barrington,  June  30,  1761.  (Upper)  Houssatonnock. — N. 
Parish  of  Sheffield.  Granted  June  30,  1722.  Settled  about  1730. 

Sandisfield,  March  6,  1762.  No.  3.— Plat  accepted  Jan.  19,  1737. 
Settled  soon  after  1737.  Resettled,  1750.  United  with  the 
District  of  Southfield,  Feb.  8,  1819.  Southfield  was  called  ''  the 
South  Eleven  Thousand  Acres,"  and  was  incorporated  as  a  Dis- 
trict June  19,  1797. 

TTRmoHAM,  March  6,  1762.  No.  1.— Plat  accepted  Jan.  19,  1737. 
Settled,  1739.  Said  to  be  named  at  the  suggestion  of  Lord 
Viscount  Howe,  a  few  days  before  he  fell  in  battle,  who  owned 
property  in  Tyringham,  England. 

Lanesborough,  June  21,  1765w  Richfield  and  New  Frapmingham. 
— Granted  to  inhabitants  of  Framingham,  Jan.  13,  1742*  Set- 
tled about  1754.     Plat  accepted  Nov.  19,  1742. 

WiLLiAMSTowN,  June  21,1 765.  (West)  Hoosuek.-^Otdered  to  be  laid 
out  April  6,  1750.     Settled  about  1751. 

'Ebcket,  June  21,  1765.  No.  4.---Plat  accepted  Jan.  19,  1737.  Set- 
tled about  1740.  Provision  made  for  the  salary  of  Rev.  Eben- 
ezer  Martin  in  1760.  '<  The  North  Eleven  Thousand  Acres" 
were  incorporated  as  a  District,  and  called  Bethlehem,  June  24, 
17R9,  and  was  partly  annexed  to  Beeket^  March  1, 1816.  Becket 
had  40  polls  in  1764. 

Richmond/  June  21 ,  1765.  Yokun,  No.  8.  Yokun  Town  and  Mount 
Ephraim.— Settled,  1760.  Named  after  the  Duke  of  Richmond. 
Sold  by  General  Court  in  1762,  to  Josiah  Dean,  for  ^2,550,  and 
to  Samuel  Brown,  of  Stock  bridge,  and  others,  February,  1763, 
for  £650.  Altered  from  Richmont^  to  RiekmcMid,  March  3, 
1785. 

^  June  2, 1762,  nine  Townships  were  sold  by  order  of  General  Court,  and  were 
numbered  accordingly.  Of  these  townships  were  Adams,  No.  1 ;  Peru^  No.  2 ; 
Windsor,  No.  4 ;  Savoy,  No.  6 ;  and  Richmond,  No.  d.  Each  of  them  was  set  up 
at  jS800,  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder. 
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LEN0X,(f  Feb.  26,  1767.— East  part  of  Richmond.  Settled,  1750. 
Called  for  the  family  name  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond. 

.Windsor,  July  4,  1771.  Ouschankamaug,  No.  4 ;  Gageboroagh  to 
1778.— Sold  to  Noah  Nash  and  others,  for  ^1,430,  by  the  Prov- 
ince, June  2,  1762.  Settled  about  1766.  The-people  of  Wind- 
sor petitioned,  Jan.  9,  1777,  to  be  called  Cheshire,  "  because 
the  present  name  of  Gageborough  may  serve  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  the  detested  General  Gage." 

Peru,  July  4, 1771.  No.  2 ;  Partridgefield  to  June  19, 1806.— Bought 
by  Elisha  Jones  and  Oliver  Partridge,  and  others,  for  «£l,460. 
Settled,  1764. 

Alford,  Feb.  16,  1773. — Shawenon  Purchase,  Greenland  Grant,  and 
part  of  Great  Barrington.     Settled  about  1740. 

Otis,  Feb.  27,  1773.  Tyringham  Equivalent.  Loudon,  to  June  13, 
1810.— United  with  the  District  of  Bethlehem,  June  19,  1809. 
Named  for  H.  G.  Otis,  Esq.,  of  Boston.  Settled  about  1750. 
Bethlehem,  called  '<  The  North  Eleven  Thousand  Acres,"  was 
incorporated  as  a  District,  June  24,  1789. 

West  Stockbridge,  Feb.  23,  1774.  Queensborough. — West  part  of 
Stockbridge.  Settled,  1766.  It  belonged  to  the  Stockbridge 
Indians. 

Hancock,  July  2,  1776.  Jericho  Hollow.— Settled,  1762.  Had  forty 
families,  1770.  Named  for  Hon.  John  Hancock.  A  Bill,  for 
its  incorporation  as  a  Town,  passed  in  the  House  to  be  engros- 
sed, July  1,  1771 ;  but  was  lost  in  the  Council. 

Washington,  April  12, 1777.  Tukonich  Greenwood.  Hartwood. — 
Settled,  1760.     Granted  January,  1764. 

Lee,  Oct.  21,  1777. — Part  of  Washington,  Great  Barrington  or  Hop 
Land,  Glass  Works'  Grant,  and  Williams'  Grant.  Settled,  1760. 
Named  for  Gen.  Lee. 

Adams,  Oct.  15,  1778.  (East)  Hoosuch  Germantown  ;  No.  1. — Fort 
Massachusetts  was  in  this  town.  The  Plantation  of  New  Prov- 
idence was  ^nnexed  to  Adams,  April  10,  1780.  Named  for 
Gov.  Samuel  Adams.  Laid  out,  1749.  Purchased  by  Nathan 
Jones,  of  Weston,  from  the  Province,  June  2, 1762,  for  ,£3,200. 
German  manufacturers  settled  near  Fort  Massachusetts,  through 
the  agency  of  John  Franklin  and  Company,  were  granted  a 
Township  near  this  Fort,  June  13,  1753,  which  was  called  Ger- 
mantown, and  appears  to  have  included  part  of  Adams. 

Mount  Washington,  June  21,  1779.  Taucunnuck  Mountain. — Set- 
tled before  1751,  when  it  had  about  30  families.  Formerly 
claimed  as  part  of  Livingston  Manor. 

Dalton,  March  20, 1784.  Ashuelot  Equivalent. — Settled  about  1755. 
Named  for  Hon.  Tristram  Dalton. 

Cheshire,  March  14, 1793. —Part  of  Lanesborough,  Windsor,  Adams, 
and  the  district  of  New  Ashford.     Settled,  1767. 


TOWNS  IN  NORFOLK  COUNTY.  53 

Satot,  Feb.  20,  1797.  No.  6.— ^Id  by  the  Province,  1703,  for 
^1,350.  Granted  to  William  Bullock  and  others,  April  25, 
iV?],  for  service  under  Gapt  Gallop  in  Canada  Expedition  of 
1690,  in  place  of  another  Township,  taken  from  them  by  the 
line  of  New  Hampshire.  Plat  accepted  June  28,  1771.  Set- 
tled, 1777.  Abel  Lawrence,  of  Groton,  purchased  No.  6,  but 
General  Court  released  him  from  the  bargain,  Feb.  2,  1764, 
because  that  land  was  not  so  good  as  represented. 

Clarksburgh,  March  2,  1796.— Settled,  1769. 

New  Ashpord,  Feb.  26,  1801. — Settled  about  1762.  Incorporated  as 
a  District,  Feb.  26, 1781. 

Hinsdale,  June  21,  1804.— W.  Parish  in  Partridgefield,  now  Peru. 
Settled  about  1762. 

Florida,  June  15,  1805. — Barnardston's  Grant,  and  part  of  Bullock's 
Grant  and  King's  Grant.     Settled  about  1783. 

Boston  Corner,^  April  14,  1838.— Settled  about  1753. 

Note. — There  are  two  unincorporated  Tracts  of  land  in  Berkshire,  one  called  the 
Gore,  and  the  other  Zoar.    The  last  was  setded,  1766. 

NORFOLK  COUNTY. 
Taken  from  Suffolk  Couoiy.    Incorporated  March  26, 1793. 

When  Massachusetts  was  divided  into  four  Counties,  in  1643, 
Norfolk  was  one  of  them.  This  County  then  embraced  Salis- 
bury, Hampton,  Haverhill,  JBzeter,  Dover,  and  Strawberry 
Bank,  afterwards  called  Portsmouth.  Salisbury  became  the 
chief  To^n  of  this  shire  at  a  General  Court,  commencing  May 
2,  1649.  Through  the  influence  of  Edward  Randolph  and 
others,  the  Royal  Council  ordered  Massachusetts  to  relinquish 
their  jurisdiction  over  Hampton,  Exeter,  Portsmouth,  and  Dover. 
This  was  done  February  4,  1680.  Our  Legislature  immedi- 
ately required  Salisbury,  Haverhill,  and  Amesbury  to  be  re-uni- 
ted with  Essex. 

Dorchester,  Sept.  7,  1630.  Ifof apaii.--Settled,  June,  1630.  <'The 
Island  before  Dorchester,"  according  to  the  deposition  of  the 
Sagamore  of  Ipswich,  was  taken  possession  of  by  David  Thomp- 
son in  1619. 

RoxBURY,  Sept.  28,  1630. — Incorporation  from  the  date  when  taxed 
towards  the  support  of  Military  teachers.  Named  from  its 
abundance  of  rocks. 

Wefmouth,  Sept.  2,  1635.  Wessaguscus  or  Wessaguset. — First  set- 
tled, 1622,  by  order  of  Thomas  Weston,  a  London  merchant 
Its  name  was  from  Weymouth  in  England,  whence  additional 
emigrants  came  in  1624. 

Dedham,  Sept.  8,  1636.    Contentment.— Settled,  1635. 
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Brajntree,  May  13, 1640.  Mt.  WoUaston,  Mt  Dagon,  Merrj  Mount. 
— Part  of  Boston.    First  settled,  1625. 

Medfield,  May  23,  1651.    Dedham  Village.— Part  of  Dedham. 

Milton,  May  7,  16G2.  Unquety  or  Uncaiaquisttt, — Part  of  Dorches- 
ter. 

Wrentiiam,  Oct.  15, 1673.  Wollonopauge  or  WoUonspaug, — Settled 
before  1661.     Named  from  Wrentham,  in  England. 

Brookline,  Nov.  13,  1705.  Muddy  Rirer. — Part  of  Boston.  Set- 
tled as  early  as  1633.    Made  a  District,  Dec.  8,  1686. 

Needham,  Nov.  5,  1711. — Part  of  Dedham. 

Medway,  Oct.  24,  1713.— Part  of  Medfield. 

Bellingham,  Nov.  27,  1719. — Part  of  Dedham,  Wrentham,  and  Men- 
don,  having,  when  incorporated,  at  least  40  families. 

Walpole,  Dec.  10,  1724.— Part  of  Dedham. 

Stoughton,  Dec.  22,  1726. — S.  Precinct  of  Dorchester. 

Sharon,  June  20,  1765.  Mashapoag,  Stoughtonharo  to  Feb.  25, 
1783. — Second  Precinct  of  Stoughton.  Church  gathered  here, 
1741. 

CouASSET,<f  April  26,  1770.  Conahesset,  Little  Hingham. — Second 
Precinct  of  Hingham.    Ministry  established  here,  1721. 

Franklin,  March  2,  1778. — W.  Part  of  Wrentham.  Named  for  Ben- 
jamin Franklin,  the  philosopher. 

FoxBOROUGH,  June  10,  1778. — Part  of  Wrentham,  Walpole,  Stougfa* 
ton,  and  Stoughtonham.     Settled  before  1700. 

Dover, J  July  7,  1784. — Fourth  Precinct  of  Dedham. 

Q^uiNCY,  Feb.  23,  1792.  Mt.  WoUaston,  etc.— N.  Precinct  of  Brain^ 
tree,  with  Squantum  and  the  Farms  of  Dorchester.  Named  for 
the  family  of  Edmund  Quincy,  one  of  the  first  Proprietors. 
First  settled,  1625. 

Randolph,  March  9,  1793.— ^S.  Precinct  of  Braintree.  Church  gath- 
ered here,  1731.    Named  for  Peyton  Randolph,  of  Virginia. 

Canton,  Feb.  23,  1797.  Pakemitt  or  Puncapoag.  Dorchester  Vil- 
lage.—N.  Part  of  Stoughton.     Preaching  here  as  early  as  1706. 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 
Incorporated  June  24, 1811.— It  was  originally  the  North  part  of  Hampshire  County. 

Debsfibld,  May  24,  1682.  Pocom/wcA.— Plan  confirmed  Oct.  25, 
1665.  Settled,  1670.  Inhabitants  there  were  allowed  to  be  a 
Township  at  Session  of  May  7,  1673.  Order  for  its  resettle- 
ment at  Session  of  May  24,  1662. 

Sunderland,  Feb.  17,  1714*  Swampfield. — Granted  to  Inhabitants 
of  Hadley,  at  Session  of  May  7,  1673. 

NoKTHFiRLD,  Feb.  22,  1714.  Squeakeag.-^GrBXiied  to  inhabitants  of 
Northampton  and  other  townSi  at  the  Session  beginning  May 
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19,  1672.     Confirmed  at  the  next  Session,  of  Oct.  6.     Settled 
1673.     Allowed  to  be  resettled,  Feb.  22,  1714. 

GBe£NFi£LD,(f  June  9,  1753.    Green  River. — N.  E.  Part  of  Deerfield. 

New  Salem,£?  June  15,  1753. — Granted  to  Joseph  Andrews  and  oth- 
ers, of  Salem,  1729.  Seems  to  have  been  regranted  at  Session, 
Dec.  13,  1734.  Plat  of  it  confirmed,  Dec.  29,  1735.  Settled 
before  1744. 

MoNTAOUE,(3?  Dec.  22,  1753.  Hunting  Hills. — N.  Parish  of  Sunder- 
land. 

CoLERAiN,  June  30,  1761.  No.  2,  Boston  Plantation. — Granted  June 
27,  1735.  Plat  accepted  June  15,  1736.  Settled  before  1746. 
Named  for  Lord  Colerain,  of  Ireland. 

Shctesburt,  June  30,  1761.     Roadtown. — Granted,  Dec.  11,  1734, 

to  Thomas  Wells  and  others,  for  military  services.     Plat  accep- 
ted Dec.  29,  1735.     Settled  about  1738. 

Bernakdston,  March  6,  1762.  Fall  Fight  Town. — Granted  Nov., 
1734,  to  heirs  of  Capt.  Wm.  Turner's  men  in  the  Fall  battle  of 
1676.  Settled  as  soon  as  1738.  Plat  accepted  Aug.  5,  1741. 
Named  for  Gov.  Bernard. 

Warwick,  Feb.  17,  1763.  Roxbury  Canada. — Granted  for  service 
under  Capt.  Andrew  Gardner,  in  Canada  Expedition  of  1690. 
Plat  accepted  June  15,  1736.  Settled  prior  to  1744.  The 
grantees  of  Warwick  were  chiefly  descendants  of  39  soldiers 
who  went  from  Roxbury  and  Brookline,  vpder  Capt.  Gardner, 
all  of  whom,  except  Samuel  Newell,  perished  in  the  expedition. 

Abrfibld,  June  21,  1765.  Huntstown. — Granted  Dec.  4,  1735,  for 
service  under  Capt.  Ephraim  Hunt,  in  Canada  Expedition  of 
1690.    Settled,  1742. 

Charlbmont,  June  21,  1765.  No.  1,  Boston  Plantation. — Granted 
with  two  other  Townships  to  Boston,  June  27,  1735.  Plat 
accepted  June  15,  1736.  Settled  about  1740.  A  large  part  of 
Zoar  was  added  to  it  in  1638. 

Conway,  June  16,  1767.— S.  W.  Part  of  Deerfield. 

Shelburne,^  June  21,  1768.  Deerfield  North  West.— N.  W.  Part  of 
Deerfield.     Named  for  Lord  Shelburne. 

Whately,  April  24,  1771.— N.  Part  of  Hatfield. 

Leyerbtt,  March  5,  1774.— E.  Part  of  Sunderland. 

Bdckland,  April  14, 1779.  No  Town. — Part  of  it  belonged  to  Charle- 
mont. 

Wendell,  May  8,  1781. — Part  of  Shutesbury  and  Ervingshire.  Er- 
vingshire,  confirmed  to  John  Erving,  of  Boston,  Jan  22,  1752, 
who  had  purchased  it  of  others,  w1k>  bought  it  of  the  Province 
in  1751. 

Orange,^  Oct.  15,  1783. — ^Part  of  Warwick,  and  land  called  ErYing- 
shire,  Athol|  and  Royalston.  Incorporated  as  a  Town,  Feb. 
24,  1810. 
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RowE,  Feb.  9,  1785.  No.  9 ;  Myrifield. — Sold  by  the  Province  June 
2,  17<52,  as  to  Myrifield,  which,  with  other  lands,  makes  the 
Town.  Fort  Pelham  built  here,  1744.  No.  9,  was  sold  to 
William  Williams  for  £1,500,  who  gave  up  the  bargain  to  John 
Chandler  and  others. 

Heath,  Feb.  14,  1785. — N.  £.  Part  of  Charlemont  and  Green  and 
Walker's  Land.     Fort  Shirley  built  here  in  1744. 

Hawley,  Feb.  7,  1792.  No.  7.— Sold  by  the  Province,  June  2,  1762, 
to  Moses  Parsons,  for  J&875.  He  disposed  of  it  to  others,  who  pe- 
titioned, in  1768,  to  have  his  bond  to  the  Commonwealth  for  this 
sum  changed  for  a  less  one  of  <£400.  Edmund  Longley,  born 
in  Groton,  moved,  with  his  family,  to  Hawley,  in  1781,  and 
built  the  first  house  there. 

Gill,  Sept.  28,  1793.— £.  Part  of  Greenfield.  Named  for  Lt.  Gov. 
Moses  Gill. 

Leyben,  Feb.  22,  1809. — Part  of  Bernardston.  Incorporated  as  a 
District,  March  12,  1784. 

Monroe,  Feb.  21,  1822. — Part  of  Rowe  and  the  Gore. 

Erving's  Grant,  April  17, 1838. — First  meeting-house  built  in  Erving, 
was  dedicated  Nov.  16,  1842,  when  a  minister  was  installed 
over  a  church  there,  and  over  another  in  South  Orange. 

HAMPDEN  COUNTY. 
Incorporated  Feb.  25,  1812.— Ii  was  the  Southern  section  of  Hampshire  County. 

Springfield,  March,  1636.  Agatoam, — Commission  granted  to  Wm. 
Pynchon  and  others,  for  the  government  of  Agawarn,  March, 
11)36.  The  town  was  called  Springfield  before  June  2,  1641. 
The  common  date  of  its  incorporation  has  been  March,  1645. 

» 

Westfibld,  May  28,  1669.  Woronoake. — United  with  Springfield  at 
Session  of  Oct  27,  1647. 

Brimfield,  1731. — Granted,  1701.  Settled  about  1714.  Its  incor- 
poration passed  both  Houses,  to  be  enacted,  Dec.  24,  1731. 
The  Act,  which  is  lost,  was  signed  by  the  Governor  before  Feb. 
2,  1732,  when  the  Legislature  was  prorogued. 

Blandford,  April  10,  1741.  Suffield  Equivalent.  New  Glasgow. — 
Plat  confirmed  for  service  in  Canada  Expedition  of  1690,  to  the 
original  Grantees  of  Suffield,  or  their  heirs,  June  24,  1739.' 
Had  64  families,  1741. 

Palmer,!^  Jan.  30,  1752.  The  Elbows. — Church  formed  here  about 
1730.     Had  above  50  families  in  1749. 

Granville,^  Jan.  25,  1754.  Bedford. — Most  of  it  sold  by  Toto,  an 
Indian  chief,  in  1686,  to  James  Cornish,  who,  with  William 
Fuller,  sold  it,  in  1713,  to  Atherton  Mather,  who  sold  it  and 
other  lands  to  its  proprietors,  in  1718,  who  had  their  purchase 
confirmed  to  them,  January,  1739.  Settled  as  early  as  1738. 
Had  70  families  in  1751. 
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MoifBON»d  April  25, 1760. — W.  Part  of  Brimfield.  PermaDenUj  set* 
tied  about  1715. 

Wales,  Sept.  18,  1762.  South  Brimfield  to  Feb.  20,  1828.— S.  Part 
of  Brimfield.     Named  for  James  Wales,  a  principal  inhabitant. 

WiLBRAHAM,  June  15,  1763.  Springfield  Mountains.— Fourth  Parish 
of  Springfield.     Settled,  1731. 

Chester,  Oct.  31,  1765.  Murrayfield  to  Feb.  21,  1783.— Ordered  to 
be  laid  out  Jan.  17,  1754.  Sold  by  Massachusetts  to  John 
Chandler  and  others,  June  2, 1762,  for  <£1,500.  The  people  of 
Murrayfield  petitioned  General  Court,  Dec.  8,  1775,  that  its 
name, — being  called  for  Col.  John  Murray,  of  Rutland,  who 
had  sided  with  the  Royalists, — might  be  changed  to  Mount 
Asaph. 

SouTBwicK,ff  Nov.  7,  1770. — S.  Part  of  Westfield.  Incorporated  as 
a  Town,  1779.     Settled  about  1734. 

West  Sprinofield,  Feb.  23,  1774.  Springfield  Mountains.-^W. 
Part  of  Springfield.  Granted  at  Session  of  May  11,  1670.  Set- 
tled about  1654. 

I^uDLow,  Feb.  28,  1774.     Stony  Hill— Part  of  Springfield. 

Montgomery,  Nov.  28,  1780.— E.  Part  of  No.  5.  Part  of  Westfield, 
called  New  Addition,  and  S.  Hampton. 

LoNGMEADow,  Oct.  13, 1783.  Masacsiek, — Second  Parish  of  Springs 
field.     Settled  about  1644.     Named  from  the  Long  Meadoir. 

Russell,  Feb.  25,  1702.  New  Addition— N.^W.  Part  of  Westfield, 
and  S.  W.  Part  of  Montgomery. 

Holland,  Feb.  25,  1796.  District  from  July  5, 1789  to  Feb.  8, 1796. 
— East  Parish  of  S.  Brimfield.     Ministry  settled  here,  1765. 

Tolland,  June  14,  1810. — Part  of  Granville  and  Sandisfield,  and  of 
what  was  formerly  called  Southfield.     Church  organized  here. 


1797. 


MAINE    TERRITORY. 


Few  sections  of  our  national  domain  have  been  the  object  of 
more  diversified  enterprise,  more  disappointed  projects,  more 
political  purposes  and  controversies,  more  counter  and  perplexing 
claims  ;  the  scene  of  more  military  operations,  of  more  savage 
warfare  and  devastation,  and  of  more  various  and  interesting 
events,  than  the  territory  of  Maine.  With  regard  to  its  name, 
a  few  facts  are  applicable.  Prior  to  1639,  navigators  had  called 
this  country  the  "  Maine  land,"  in  contradistinction  from  its 
numerous  islands.  In  the  year,  just  mentioned,  when  such 
territory  was  patented  to  Sir  Perdinando  Gorges,  as  far  eastward 
as  Kennebeck  river,  it  was  denominated  the   "Province  or 
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Countie  of  Maine."  Sullivan  informs  us,  that  it  was  so  termed 
in  compliment  to  the  queen  of  Charles  I.,  who  owned  the 
Province  of  Meyne,  as  her  private  estate,  in  France. 

From  the  name,  we  pass  to  the  settlements  and  other  con- 
cerns of  the  State,  now  in  view.  Its  shores  were  long  fre- 
quented by  Europeans,  for  purposes  of  the  fishery  and  of  the 
peltry  trade  with  the  natives,  before  it  was  permanently  occu- 
pied by  foreign  emigrants.  Though  De  Monts,  in  1605,  erect- 
ed a  cross  at  Eennebeck  and  took  possession  of  it,  in  the  French 
King's  name,  and  visited  several  places  on  the  coast,  as  Gos- 
nold,  in  1602,  and  Pring,  in  1603,  had  previously  done,  still  he 
made  no  exertion  for  a  fixed  plantation  within  such  limits. 
The  Council,  for  North  and  South  Virginia,  granted  a  patent, 
1606,  to  Lord  Popham  and  other  members  of  their  Body,  to 
commence  a  colony  in  Maine.  The  patentees  sent  over  ships 
with  settlers,  but  the  enterprise  failed.  The  ensuing  year,  they 
renewed  their  efibrts.  The  company,  whom  they  transported, 
came  to  the  mouth  of  Sagadahock  river.  Here  they  located 
themselves  on  Stage  Island.  Thence  they  removed  to  a  situa- 
tion, since  known  as  Phipsburg.  They  were  styled  the  Saga- 
dahock Colony.  Discouraged  by  hardships  and  the  loss  of  some 
among  their  chief  patrons,  they  left,  in  1608,  and  returned 
to  England.  They  needed  the  principle  and  perseverance  of 
Puritans,  to  brave  and  overcome  their  difficulties.  During  the 
year  of  their  departure,  two  Jesuit  priests,  who  had  a  difierence 
with  Biencourt  at  Port  Royal,  took  up  their  residence  at  Mt. 
Desert,  in  order  to  form  a  settlement  there. 

Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  the  chief  agent  for  colonizing  Maine, 
as  an  abode  for  supporters  of  the  national  church  and  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  Crown,  and  a  principal  proprietor  in  the  Saga- 
dahock^ plantation, — was  greatly  dissatisfied,  that  this  place  had 
been  relinquished.  That  the  premises,  so  deserted,  need  not 
fall  into  other  hands,  he  fitted  out  a  vessel,  in  1609,  with  Rich- 
ard Vines,  an  Episcopal  clergyman,  and  other  passengers,  to  be- 
come its  inhabitants.  While  he  was  ^hus  zealous,  Madame  de 
Guercheville  of  France,  was  equally  so  for  the  spread  of  the 
Catholic  faith  among  the  aborigines  of  America.  Having  ob- 
tained of  De  Monts  a  suiTender  of  his  right,  and  of  her  Sove- 


I  Sagadahock,  in  a  restricted  sense,  means  the  mouth  or  entrance  of  a  river. 
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reign  a  charter  of  New  Prance,  from  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Flori- 
da, she  commissioned  Suassaye,  1613,  as  her  agent.  This  per- 
son immediately  embarked  for  the  new  field  of  his  labor.  He 
found  the  Jesuit  Missionaries,  before  mentioned,  at  Port  Royal. 
He  engaged  them  to  accompany  some  emigrants  to  Mt.  Desert. 
This  large  Island,  so  reoccupied,  was  called  St.  Saviour,  and 
sometimes  Mt.  Mansel.  Being  advertised  of  this  and  other  ad- 
vances of  the  French  to  possess  Acadie,  the  authorities  of 
South  Virginia,  in1613,  fitted  out  a  fieet  of  small  vessels,  un- 
der Capt.  Argal,  to  conquer  them.  The  expedition  met  with 
little  resistance  and  was  fully  successful. 

To  secure  the  Sagadahock  plantation  against  intruders  of 
the  same  nation,  and  to  trade  at  various  points  on  the  coast,  the 
noted  Capt.  John  Smith  made  a  voyage  thither.  Having  com- 
passed the  latter  object  sooner  than  he  anticipated,  he  sailed  for 
England,  after  several  months,  and  left  his  consort,  Capt. 
Thomas  Hunt.  This  commander  committed  an  act  of  inhuman- 
ity, which  disgraced  the  Christian  name,  and  created  an  almost 
implacable  hatred  in  the  natives  to  European  voyagers  and  set- 
tlers. He  kidnapped  twenty-seven  Indians  from  Cape  Cod, 
shaped  bis  course  for  Malaga  and  there  sold  them  for  slaves.  What 
he  falsely  counted  gain,  was  the  cause  of  sufferfng  and  death  to 
others.  Actuated  by  better  motives,  Mr.  Tines  and  others,  in 
1617,  were  at  Saco.  In  the  winter  of  161&-19,  some  individu- 
als, who  came  with  Capt.  Dermer,  dwelt  on  Monhegan  Island. 
This  place  was  occupied  in  1620,  by  persons,  sent  over  by  Sir 
Ferdinando.  The  Council  for  North  Virginia,  having  obtained 
a  new  charter,  in  the  year  last  given,  from  the  Crown,  with  in- 
creased privileges,  began  to  be  aware,  that  if  they  were  not 
more  vigilant  and  active,  the  French  would  get  a  fast  hold  of 
their  colonial  soil  and  bring  it  under  the  domination  of  Popery. 
Emigrants  from  this  nation  had  again  planted  themselves  at 
Mt.  Desert  and  other  points  more  northeastwardly.  As  the 
Council's  last  charter  did  not  cover  Nova  Scotia,  they  used  their 
influence  to  have  that  section  granted  by  James  I.,  in  1621,  to 
Sir  William  Alexander,  subsequently  the  Earl  of  Stirling. 

Capt.  John  Mason,  one  of  their  members,  having  had  a  pa- 
tent from  Naumkeag  to  Merrimack  river,  1621,  united  with  Sir 
Ferdinando  and  obtained  another,  1622,  from  the  same  stream 
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to  the  Sagadahock,  known  as  the  Proritiee  of  Laconia.  These 
gentlemen  were  joined  by  associates  for  the  agonizing  of  such 
teiritory.  Though  much  uncertainty  rests  on  the  first  occu- 
pancy of  various  settlements,  prior  to  this  period,  yet  there 
were  several  permanent  ones  by  1623*  These  were  on  Arrow* 
sick  Island,  and,  on  the  main  land  at  Sagadahock,  Sheepscot, 
Damariscotta,  Pemaquid  and  St.  George's  river.  For  a  fuller 
conformity  with  their  political  and  religious  views,  the  Council 
for  New  England  appointed  a  general  government  for  all  their 
jurisdiction  here.  They  commissioned  Francis  West,  as  admi* 
ral,  to  superintend  the  maritime  affairs  of  the  whole  coast.  In 
performance  of  what  he  deemed  his  duty,  he  visited  the  fisher- 
men on  the  shores  of  Maine.  He  interdicted  the  crews  there, 
who  had  no  licenses,  from  following  their  employment.  This 
was  the  occasion  of  much  complaint  at  home.  The  House  of 
Commons  interfered,  and  the  Council,  in  1624,  were  called  to 
answer.  West  was  recalled  and  the  general  government  here 
dissolved.  Such  difficulty  embarrassed  emigration  to  Maine. 
Still  Sir  Ferdinando  did  not  cease  his  efforts.  In  the  same 
year,  he  obtained  a  patent  of  the  Council  for  24,000  acres  of 
land  at  Agamenticus.  He  dispatched  a  company  for  this  loca- 
tion under  his  grandson. 

Another  check  to  the  arrival  of  colonists,  was  the  cession  of 
Acadie,  inclusive  of  the  Sagadahock  country,  to  France,  1625, 
by  Charles  I.,  on  his  marriage  with  Henrietta,  a  Princess  of 
that  nation.  But  the  Council  for  New  England  so  exhibited 
the  injustice  of  this  step  to  themselves,  that  the  King  very 
lothfully  retracted.  They  had  continued  evidence,  that  their 
policy  was  viewed  with  jealousy  by  the  House  of  Commons. 
This  body  moved,  in  1626,  for  the  abolition  of  their  charter 
and  for  a  free  fishery  on  our  coasts.  Controversies  of  this 
kind  and  the  prospect  of  hostilities  with  France,  tended  to  dis- 
courage the  proprietors  of  plantations  in  Maine.  The  owners 
of  the  Monhegan  Colony  sold  it,  for  £50,  to  Giles  Elbridge 
and  Robert  Aldsworth.  But  such  a  state  of  things,  which  was 
injurious  to  those  in  England,  opened  a  freer  source  of  profit 
to  the  enterprising  undertakers  of  the  Plymouth  Colony.  Dur- 
ing the  same  year,  they  set  up  a  truck  house  at  Penobscot. 
The  year  following,  their  plantation  received  a  grant  of  land, 
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for  a  like  purpose,  on  the  Kennebeck,  and,  in  1630,  had  it  con- 
finned  with  enlargement. 

To  carry  on  their  colonial  plans  with  a  more  single  hand,  Sir 
Ferdinando  and  Gapt.  Mason  divided  the  Grant,  which  they 
held  in  common.  The  former  took  the  east  of  the  Piscataqua 
river,  and  the  latter  the  west  of  the  same  stream.  The  last 
division,  being  part  of  Laconia  from  the  Piscataqua  to  the  Mer- 
rimack, was  chartered  anew  to  its  proprietor,  1629,  and  denom- 
inated New  Hampshire.  About  the  same  time,  Thomas  Com* 
mock  had  a  patent  of  5,000  acres  between  Spurwink  and  Black 
Point,  in  Scarborough.  This  tract  was  settled,  1632,  by  himself 
and  others.  Two  grants  were  allowed,  1630,  to  the  planters  of 
Saco,  including  the  present  Town  of  this  name,  and  Biddeford. 
The  grantees  of  the  one  were  Richard  Vines  and  John  Oldham, 
and  those  of  the  other  were  Thomas  Lewis  and  John  Bonython. 
Their  tracts  were  on  the  sides  of  Saco  river.  Each  of  them 
was  four  miles  wide  and  eight  miles  long  from  the  sea  shore. 
In  the' same  year,  the  Lygonian  charter  was  conferred  on  John 
Dye,  and  other  gentlemen  of  London.  It  secured  to  them  forty 
miles  square  from  Cape  Porpoise  to  Casco,  and  the  right  of 
jurisdiction  over  the  soil.  To  forward  their  object,  Sir  Ferdi- 
nando gave  up  his  claim  to  such  land,  as  a  portion  of  Laconia. 
The  territory,  so  relinquished,  was  intended  particularly  for 
agriculture,  as  well  as  for  trade  and  fishery.  The  company 
sent  over  Bryan  Brinkes  and  others,  to  be  its  occupants.  These 
came  in  a  vessel,  called  the  Plough,  as  significant  of  their  prin« 
cipal  employment.  They  located  themselves  south  of  the  Een- 
nebeck,  in  Casco  Bay.  They  were  called  *!  The  husbandmen." 
They  tarried  at  their  adopted  residence  a  year ;  took  the  vessel 
which  brought  them  over,  and  sailed  for  Watertown,  in  Massa- 
chusetts. 

With  regard  to  these,  so  quickly  disheartened.  Governor  Win- 
throp  remarked,  that  "most  of  them  proved  familists,  and  van* 
ished  away."  The  proprietors  of  Lygonia,  thus  disappointed, 
empowered  Richard  Dummer,  of  Newbury,  in  1638,  to  take 
possession  of  it,  and  turn  it  to  the  best  account. 

In  1631,  the  Council  granted  to  John  Beauchamp,  of  London, 
and  Thomas  Leverett,  of  Boston,  in  England,  a  patent  from  the 
coast,  between  Penobscot  and  Muscongus  rivers,  to  a  line  run- 
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ning  east  and  west,  and  to  the  north  so  far  as  not  to  infringe  on 
the  Kennebeck  tract  of  the  Plymouth  colony,  and  to  make  30 
miles  square.  The  patentees  immediately  despatched  a  com- 
pany to  improve  the  premises.  They  had  a  truck  house  erected 
on  the  eastern  bank  of  St.  George's  river,  five  miles  below  the 
head  of  tide  water.  Such  a  propriety  was  afterwards  noted  as 
"  the  Waldo  Patent."  The  same  year,  Robert  Trelawney  and 
Moses  Goodyear,  merchants,  of  Plymouth,  in  England,  received 
a  grant  from  the  Council.  It  extended  from  the  mouth  of 
Spurwink  river,  15  miles  inland,  thence  eastwardly  to  Presump- 
scot  river,  and  so  down  to  the  sea.  John  Winter,  as  agent  of 
the  grantees,  began  to  occupy  the  soil,  1632,  and  had  his  house 
on  Richmond  Island.  Here  he  employed  a  large  number  of 
hands  in  the  fishery.  He  was  governor  of  the  settlement. 
The  last  patent,  issued  by  the  Council  for  New  England,  was 
that  of  Pemaquid.  It  was  dated  1631-2,  and  made  out  to  Robert 
Aldsworth  and  Gyles  Eibridge.  It  confirmed  to  them  the  land, 
between  Muscongiis  and  Damariscotta  rivers,  and  northward  so 
as  to  contain  12,000  acres,  and  a  lot  of  100  acres  for  every 
emigrant  who  should  be  transported  hither  by  the  proprietors 
within  seven  years,  and  who  should  reside  here  three  years.  It 
comprised  the  Damariscotta  and  other  Islands  within  nine 
leagues  of  the  shore.  It  bestowed  on  the  grantees  the  right  of 
government  over  the  Colony,  as  well  as  fee  simple  in  the  soil. 

By  the  treaty  of  St.  Germains,  1632,  Charles  I.  contracted, 
that  the  French  should  hold  Nova  Scotia,  which  they  considered 
as  extending  not  less  westward  than  Kennebeck  river.  The  King 
seems  to  have  done  this  as  an  ofifset  to  his  failure  in  performing 
a  like  conveyance  on  his  marriage  with  Henrietta.  Such  a 
measure  was  accounted  by  many  of  his  subjects,  as  one  of  the 
adverse  stretches  of  power  which  finally  proved  his  downfall. 
It,  of  course,  encouraged  aggression  on  English  tenants  of  the 
soil.  In  1633,  a  French  crew  plundered  the  Plymouth  trading 
establishment  at  Penobscot.  News  of  this  event  alarmed  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  they  erected  fortifications.  The  next  year,  a 
detachment,  commanded  by  La  Tour,  destroyed  a  similar  post 
at  Machias,  commenced  by  the  same  proprietors  several  months 
before.  When  waited  on  for  satisfaction,  he  replied,  "  I  wish 
the  English  to  understand,  if  they  trade  to  the  eastward  of 
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Pemaquid,  I  shall  seize  them."  This  was  conchisive  proof, 
that  the  French  were  in  earnest  not  to  suffer  the  recent  engage- 
ment of  Charles  I.  to  remain  as  a  dead  letter. 

Having  so  committed  himself  against  the  interest  of  the 
Northern  Colonies,  he  still  was  desirous,  that  the  Council  for 
New  England  would  resign  their  Charter,  as  a  means  of  impart- 
ing to  him  more  absolute  sway  over  such  a  compass  of  territory. 
This  Colrporation  had  a  similar  proposal  from  him  about  1631. 
They  perceived  that  the  popular  current  was  set  against  their 
policy,  and  that  they  were  unable  to  curtail  the  liberties  of 
Massachusetts,  as  they  wished.  In  view  of  these  and  other 
considerations,  they  concluded  to  comply  with  the  royal  re- 
quest, on  certain  conditions,  favorable  to  their  main  purpose. 
These  were,  that  they  might  partition  their'jurisdictlon  here 
into  twelve  divisions ;  draw  lots  for  them,  and  have  them  under 
so  many  proprietary  governors,  all  subject  to  one  general  Gov- 
ernor. According  to  this  arrangement,  Maine  was  parcelled  out 
as  follows.  The  first  division  from  St.  Croix  to  Pemaquid, 
named  the  County  of  Canada.  The  second  between  Pemaquid 
and  Sagadahock,  back  from  the  sea-board.  The  third  from 
Androscoggin  to  Kennebeck.  The  fourth,  on  the  sea-board, 
between  Sagadahock  and  Piscataqua.  The  third  and  fourth 
sections  fell  to  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges. 

In  anticipation  of  the  Council's  thus  dissolving,  the  King 
appointed  Lords  Commissioners  for  his  American  Plantations. 
This  Body  presented  Sir  Ferdinando  to  his  Majesty,  as  Gover- 
nor-General of  the  newly  made  Provinces,  and  he  was  accord- 
ingly confirmed.  But  their  movements  towards  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  purpose,  were  strikingly  impeded. 

From  them,  so  hindered,  we  turn  to  Maine.  In  1635,  D'Aul- 
ney,  a  strenuous  supporter  of  papacy,  took  possession  of  Penob- 
scot. About  the  latter  part  of  this  year,  Sir  Ferdinando,  being 
prevented  from  coming  over  as  General  Governor,  sent  his 
nephew,  William  Gorges,  as  chief  magistrate  of  New  Somerset- 
shire. This  gentleman  held  a  General  Court  at  Saco,  the  next 
Spring,  and  proceeded  to  discharge  other  duties  of  his  station. 
The  year  succeeding,  he  went  back  to  England,  when  his  uncle 
appointed  six  persons  to  govern  the  Colony.  Resolved  to  pursue 
his  course,  with  regard  to  his  American  settlements,  the  King 
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issued  a  new  order  for  Sir  Ferdinando  to  become  the  Goyernor- 
Qeneral  over  the  northern  portion  of  them.  At  thte  same  time, 
he  commanded,  through  the  Lords  Commissioners,  that  Massa- 
chusetts should  surrender  their  Charter.  In  keeping  with  the 
unsteady  measures  which  had  been  adopted  as  to  the  soil  of 
Maine,  he  gave  a  patent  to  Sir  Ferdinando,  probably  as  some 
consideration  for  his  being  disappointed  of  the  government  over 
North  Virginia.  The  bounds  of  such  a  grant  were  as  follow. 
120  miles  northwestward  from  the  mouth  of  Piscataqua  river, 
and  the  same  distance  from  the  mouth  of  Eennebeck  river  in  tike 
direction,  and  all  the  land  between  these  two  lines  and  the 
Islands,  within  five  leagues  of  the  main,  between  the  same 
streams,  together  with  Nantucket  and  Martha's  Yineyard. 
One  of  the  stipulations  of  such  a  patent  was,  that  Episco- 
pacy should  be  established  among  -the  inhabitants  of  its  soiL 
This  had  been  the  evident  plan  of  the  Council  for  New  Eng- 
land, ever  since  Congregationalism  and  Freedom  began  to  show 
their  predominant  influence  in  Plymouth  and  Massachusetts. 
Such  policy,  however  hard  for  the  Puritan  Colonists,  was 
entirely  consistent  with  the  avowed  principles  of  its  authors. 
The  grant,  to  which  such  a  condition  was  affixed,  was  divided 
into  two  sections,  east  and  west,  by  the  Kennebunk  river.  The 
latter  was  denominated  Yorkshire,  and  the  former  New  Somer- 
setshire. The  political  circumstances,  under  which  this  territory 
was  royally  assigned  to  Sir  Ferdinando,  were  far  from  encour- 
agement to  Massachusetts.  But,  as  some  offset  for  this,  Thomas 
Purchase,  a  first  settler  of  Pejepscot,  conveyed  to  them,  a  few 
months  afterwards,  a  tract  in  that  region,  so  that  he  and  his 
company  might  be  under  their  protection.  Such  land  was  four 
miles  square,  on  each  side  of  Androscoggin  river  towards  the 
sea.  This  step  indicated  more  confidence  in  the  Bay  Author, 
ities,  however  doomed  to  dissolution  by  the  Crown,  than  in  the 
Court  Powers  at  home. 

As  to  Sir  Ferdinando's  Province,  its  prospect  became  increas- 
ingly dark.  His  Deputy,  Thomas  Gorges,  having  administered 
its  affairs  three  years,  returned  to  England  in  1643.  That 
nobleman,  unable  to  exercise  further  control  over  the  concerns 
of  Maine,  and  absorbed  in  the  contests  of  the  nation,  closed  his 
eventful  career  about  1647,  while  in  arms  for  the  defence  of  the 
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Throne.  According  to  what  be  sincerely  deemed  the  best 
interests  of  North  Yii^inia,  bad  his  purposes  and  plans  for  it 
been  carried  into  effect,  its  Institutions  of  church  and  state 
would  have  been  brought  far  more  under  the  influence  of 
regal  domination,  and  would  scarcely  yet  have  eventuated  in 
our  political  independence.  The  same  year  that  Thomas  Gor- 
ges went  home,  Alexander  Rigby,  sustained  by  the  Republican 
party  there,  bought  Lygonia,  or  the  Plough  Patent,  and  ap- 
pointed George  Cleaves  governor  of  the  inhabitants.  This 
tended  to  promote,  on  a  smaller  scale,  the  party  feelings  and 
disputes  which  prevailed  in  the  mother  country.  Richard 
Vines,  having  been  left,  as  Chief  Magistrate  of  Gorges'  Prov- 
ince, had,  in  1644,  a  controversy  with  Cleaves  about  their 
respective  jurisdictions.  They  submitted  their  difficulty  to  the 
Bay  Colony,  who,  in  1645,  advised  them  to  live  amicably  until 
they  could  have  an  opinion  from  the  Commissioners  for  Ameri- 
can Plantations.  This  Body  decided  that  Rigby's  claim  should 
stand,  and  both  Colonial  administrations  continue. 

From  the  wane  of  the  royal  cause,  and  the  death  of  Charles  I., 
in  1649,  the  people  of  Maine  began  to  feel  more  fully  their  need 
of  protection  from  some  other  quarter,  than  from  their  own  pro* 
prietors.  Proposals  were  tnade  by  some  of  them,  except  those 
at  Pejepscot,  in  1661,  to  come  mider  Massachusetts,  the  literal 
interpretation  of  whose  charter  included  their  bounds.  The 
ensuing  year,  a  majority  of  the  peo[rfe  there  thus  subjected 
themselves.  Edward  Godfrey,  (Sovemor  of  Sir  Perdinando^s 
Province,  and  other  royalists,  stoutly  opposed  this  connexion.  In 
a  reply  to  them,  of  1662,  the  Legislature  of  the  Bay  Colony  held 
tii6  succeeding  language.  "  For  several  years,  the  extent  of 
our  juri^ictional  rights  were  not  fully  understood ;  and  as  long 
as  the  people  of  Maine  were  contented  with  the  regular  charter 
government,  established  among  them,  and  a  friendly  intercourse 
between  them  and  us  was  continued  uninterrupted,  we  were 
disposed  to  forbear,  though  we  never  abandoned  the  pursuit  of 
our  utmost  claim  and  right»'^  Their  line,  according  to  the  sur* 
vey  of  Andrews  and  Clark,  in  1662,  ran  from  three  miles  north 
of  the  head  of  Merrimack  river,  above  the  northern  sources  of 
the  Piscataqua,  crossed  Saco  river  towards  the  mouth  of  Little 
Ossipee,  and  tenninated  at  Upper  Clapboard  Island,  about  three 
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miles  eastward  of  Casco  peninsula.  In  1662,  Edward  Rigbjr, 
son  of  the  last  proprietor  of  Lygonia,  notified  the  authorities 
there,  that  he  dissolved  them  until  they  should  receive  his  fur- 
ther orders.  This  step  suppressed  the  opposition  of  Godfrey 
and  his  supporters,  to  the  rule  of  Massachusetts. 

In  1654,  the  French,  from  Pentagoet,  or  Penobscot,  to  Port 
Royal,  were  subjected  to  the  English  government.  The  suc- 
ceeding year,  Cromwell  commissioned  Sir  William  Temple,  as 
the  Governor  of  such  conquered  territory.  The  year  afterwards, 
a  charter  was  granted  to  the  latter,  William  Crown,  and  Ste- 
phen de  la  Tour,  for  his  ancestral  claims,  of  the  country  from 
Merliquash,  now  Lunenburg,  in  Nova  Scotia,  to  Penobscot,  St. 
George's  river,  and  Muscongus. 

As  several  prominent  adherents  to  the  Royal  party,  in  Maine, 
still  contested  the  authority  of  Massachusetts,  the  latter  made 
the  following  remark  to  them  in  1655.  "  It  is  time  all  combi- 
nations and  all  resistance  to  our  claim,  should  cease.  Our  title 
does  not  rest  under  a  shadow  of  doubt."  This  subject,  being 
left  to  the  judgment  of  Cromwell,  he  decided  in  favor  of  the 
Bay  Colony.  After  protracted  objections  to  such  a  decision, 
the  inhabitants  of  Lygonia  complied  with  it  in  1658. 

This  year,  the  population  of  Maine  sent  an  address  to  the 
Protector.  In  it,  they  expressed  their  satisfaction  with  the 
administration  of  Massachusetts  over  them,  and  desired  that 
such  a  relation  might  be  continued.  The  union,  so  formed. 
Would  not  have  met  the  interruption  which  it  soon  did,  had 
there  been  no  change  in  the  national  government.  But,  on  the 
accession  of  Charles  II.  to  the  throne,  in  1660,  the  claims  of 
Mason  and  Gorges  were  hopefully  revived.  The  Rigby  title 
to  Lygonia  was  not  presented  for  allowance,  because  its  propri- 
etor had  cooperated  with  the  anti-royal  party.  The  inhabitants 
of  Maine,  knowing  that,  if  such  movements  were  successful, 
they  should  be  again  thrown  upon  uncertain  exigencies,  and 
renewedly  subjected  to  unstable  and  adverse  experiments,  for- 
warded a  representation  to  the  Crown.  This  document  related, 
that,  at  their  own  request,  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts  was 
extended  over  them,  that  they  had  prospered  under  it,  and  they 
earnestly  wished  for  no  change  in  their  Colonial  government. 
The  Legislative  Authorities,  thus  approved,  petitioned  his  Mq* 


I 


GRANT  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  YORK.  67 

esty  not  to  be  prejadiced  against  them  by  misrepresentations. 
The  matter  was  left  to  a  Committee  of  Parliament,  whose  report 
was  what  their  politics  would  naturally  suggest.  As  made  in 
1661,  it  was,  that  Maine  should  not  be  under  the  rule  of  the 
Bay  Colony.  Of  the  last,  it  asserted  that  they  had  been  long 
plotting  to  become  a  Commonwealth,  independent  of  the  Throne. 
Such  a  charge,  with  the  royalist,  was  condemnation, — ^with  the 
advocate  of  freedom,  justification.  A  consequence  of  this  was 
the  speedy  resistance  of  some  in  Maine,  to  the  laws  of  Massa- 
chusetts. The  heir  of  Sir  Ferdinando  appointed  rulers  for  his 
Province.  The  commotion,  so  raised,  was  checked  in  1662,  by 
our  Legislative  Authorities.  They  commanded  the  people  at 
the  eastward,  in  1663,  to  obey  their  injunctions  until  new  orders 
were  received  from  the  King.  The  next  year,  instructions 
came  from  him,  that  the  population  of  Maine,  to  the  Kennebeck 
river,  should  be  under  the  control  of  Sir  Ferdinando's  heir. 
The  territory  from  this  stream  to  the  St.  Croix,  formerly 
assigned  to  the  Earl  of  Stirling,^  was  granted,  in  1664,  by 
Charles  II.  to  his  brother  James,  the  Duke  of  York.  Thus  the 
grant  to  Sir  William  Temple  and  others,  under  the  Protectorate, 
was  largely  taken  from  them.  This  region  was  visited  by  the 
royal  Commissioners,  1665,  and  was  named  by  them,  as  the 
County  of  Cornwall.  The  same  persons  selected  magistrates  to 
govern  its  inhabitants.  They  also  stopped  at  Lygonia,  and 
ordered  the  people  there  to  throw  off  their  connexion  with  the 
Bay  Colony,  and  conform  with  their  mandates.  So  situated, 
the  Lygonians  petitioned  his  Majesty  for  relief  in  their  political 
embarrassments.  They  stated  that  their  advancement  had 
never  been  so  great,  as  when  protected  by  Massachusetts,  and 
that  they  were  entirely  satisfied  with  being  under  their  laws. 

Another  trial  awaited  the  English  in  the  lower  part  of  Maine. 
By  the  treaty  of  Breda,  in  1667,  Nova  Scotia  was  restored  to 
France.  The  ensuing  year,  an  explanation  was  appended  to 
this  contract,  so  that  it  should  embrace  the  Sagadahock  country, 
however  recently  given  to  the  Duke  of  York.  Governor  Tem- 
ple, having  a  proprietary  right  in  the  soil,  thus  surrendered,  was 
promised  a  compensation  from  the  royal  exchequer.    Not  re- 

'  The  heirs  of  StirliD^  have,  within  a  few  yean,  recommeaced  endeavors  to  suby 
ftantiate  their  claim  to  the  Sagadahiock  country, 
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ceiviDg  the  sum,  so  stipulated,  he  declined  to  resign  the  pre- 
mises to  the  French  till  1669,  when  he  was  ordered  to  do  it  bjr 
Charles  11.  His  assured  remuneration  neither  came  then,  nor 
ever  afterwards. 

Not  more  than  three  years  had  elapsed  from  the  appearance 
of  the  crown  Commissioners  in  Maine,  before  discord  and  dis- 
tress pervaded  its  settlements.  So  situated,  they  looked,  as 
usual,  to  Massachusetts  for  deliverance.  In  conformity  with 
the  petition  of  a  majority  among  them,  such  were  again  permit- 
ted,  in  1668,  to  be  thus  favored.  The  rulers  there,  who  had 
been  empowered  by  the  regal  Commissioners,  made  what  resist- 
ance they  could  on  this  occasion.  Thomas  Danforth  was 
elected  by  the  Bay  Legislature,  in  1670,  as  President  of  the 
Courts  at  the  eastward. 

An  error  having  been  suspected  in  the  survey  at  the  head  of 
Merrimack  river,  Thomas  Clark  and  Qeorge  Mountjoy  were 
commissioned  by  Massachusetts,  1671,  to  make  a  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  premises.  This  was  done.  The  report  of 
Mountjoy  stated,  that  he  found  the  northernmost  source  of  the 
Merrimack  six  miles  further  up,  than  was  estimated  by  the  pre- 
vious survey.  A  line  from  the  last  ascertained  point,  due  east, 
crossed  the  Sagadahock  where  Bath  now  is,  and  terminated  at 
White  Head  Island  in  the  Penobscot.  Conformably  with  the 
desire  of  the  people,  who  occupied  the  additional  part  of  such 
a  section,  the  Bay  Colony,  by  their  Commissioners,  received 
them  as  their  subjects,  1674,  and  called  the  country,  from  Saga- 
dahock to  Gorges'  river,  the  county  of  Devonshire.  The  tract, 
thus  newly  adopted,  belonged  to  the  Duke  of  York's  patent, 
who  had  manifested  little  regard  for  it,  except  to  have  it  im- 
proved by  the  French  imder  Catholic  influence.  The  same 
year,  the  Duke  had  his  grant  of  Sagadahock  and  pther  Ameri- 
can territory  renewed.  He  immediately  appointed  Edmund 
Andros,  as  Governor  of  that  section  and  also  of  New  York. 

Penobscot,  under  French  authority,  was  captured  by  the 
Dutch  in  1674  and  1675.  In  the  last  of  these  two  years,  some 
vessels,  from  Boston,  drove  the  captors  away.  At  their  Ses- 
sion of  Aug.  9,  1676,  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  in 
reply  to  a  proposal  from  Governor  Andros  for  the  entire  aban- 
donment of  Maine  by  its  population  to  the  enemy,  used  the 
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subsequent  language.  <^  That  as  they  may  not  justify  the  act 
of  sundry  of  the  inhabitants,  who  have,  in  a  very  dishonor* 
able  manner,  forsaken  those  places,  that  might,  with  meet  care, 
have  been  kept  out  of  the  enemy's  hands,  so  they  cannot  coun- 
tenance or  encourage  the  motion,  made  by  the  Governor  of 
York,  the  tendency  thereof  being  apparent  for  the  damage  of 
His  Majesty's  interest  in  those  parts,  and  quitting  the  same  to 
be  a  prey  not  only  to  the  Indians,  but,  also,  to  the  French,  who 
are  said  by  themselves  to  be  their  abettors  in  the  depopulation 
there,  but  doe  judge  it  farr  more  conducible  to  His  Majesty's 
interest,  that,  with  one  shoulder,  all  his  subjects,  in  these  plan- 
tations, doe  joyne  in  driving  the  enemy  thence."  In  accordance 
with  such  a  reply,  our  Commonwealth,  amid  their  severe  de^ 
pressions,  dispatched  a  reinforcement  to  protect  Maine  and  an- 
noy its  invaders. 

It  being  evident  from  the  Royal  ikvor  with  which  the  re-^ 
vived  claims  of  Gorges  and  Mason  were  treated,  that  Massachu-* 
setts  must  either  give  up  the  Province  of  the  former,  or  buy  it, 
the  last  of  this  alternative  was  preferred.  The  sale  was  made 
by  the  heir  of  Sir  Ferdinando  to  John  Usher  of  Boston  in  be- 
half of  the  Bay  Colony,  March  13,  1678  ^  for  £1,250  sterling. 
In  October  of  the  same  year,  this  Commonwealth  concluded  to 
dispose  of  such  territory,  so  as  to  reimburse  the  money,  paid 
for  it  in  England.  But,  in  the  session  of  the  subsequent  May, 
they  determined  otherwise.  The  purchase  was  far  from  meet- 
ing the  approbation  of  the  King,  who  sought  to  curtail  the 
bounds  of  Massachusetts  and  not  enlarge  them.  Governor  An- 
dres imitated  this  dislike  of  his  Majesty.  Still,  as  in  many 
other  previous  instances,  the  Bay  Authorities  stood  against  the 
frowns  of  royalty  and  continued,  while  possible,  to  maintain 
their  rights.  They  established  a  government  over  Maine,  Feb. 
4,  1680,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Gorges'  charter, 
and  appointed  Thomas  Danforth,  as  its  President.  So  violently 
were  they  assailed  by  their  political  adversaries,  and  so  im- 
periled was  their  very  Colonial  existence,  that  they  instructed 
their  agent,  in  1683,  to  relinquish  their  title  deed  of  Maine,  if 
this  could  be  a  means  of  preserving  their  charter.     But  such 

1  There  has  been  conaiderable  ipecuIatioD  about  this  date,  which,  as  here  ex- 
pressed, is  the  true  one,  according     new  style,  as  to  the  year. 
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an  offering  was  of  no  ayail.  The  ensuing  year,  all  the  privi* 
leges  of  our  Commonwealth  were  declared  forfeited  to  the 
Crown.  Maine,  so  wrested  from  their  hands,  became  the  ob- 
ject of  much  speculation.  Yarious  portions  of  it  were  bought 
of  the  Indians.  As  a  person,  fitted,  in  his  political  feelings,  to 
bear  with  a  hard  hand  upon  New  England,  Col.  Kirke  was 
commissioned  by  the  Crown  to  govern  Massachusetts,  Ply- 
mouth, New  Hampshire  and  Maine.  But  his  mission  hither  was 
delayed  by  the  decease  of  the  King,  in  1685,  and  James  11., 
was  induced  to  drop  him  from  such  a  trust.  The  following 
year,  the  same  extent  of  jurisdiction,  assigned  to  Kirke,  except 
Plymouth,  with  the  addition  of  Narraganset,  was  committed  to 
Joseph  Dudley,  as  President,  for  a  few  months.  The  latter 
was  succeeded  by  Eklmund  Andros,  who  had  such  jurisdiction 
extended  so  as  to  include  Pemaquid,  and  Plymouth.  The 
successor  of  Andros  in  New  York  and  Sagadahock,  1683,  was 
Col.  Thomas  Dungan.  Commissioners  of  the  last  visited  his 
eastern  territory,  1686,  and  spoke  of  it  as  a  county  by  its  for- 
mer name  of  Cornwall.  They  were  instructed  to  consider  the 
Duke's  limits  there,  as  reaching  to  the  St.  Croix.  Difficulty 
arose  between  these  two  governors  about  their  extent  of  authority 
at  the  Elastward.  This  was  settled  by  the  enlargement  of 
Andros'  jurisdiction,  1688,  over  all  New  England,  New  York 
and  the  Jerseys.  The  people  of  Maine,  as  well  as  others  under 
his  administration,  suffered  severely  in  their  landed  property. 
They  were  obliged  by  him  to  obtain  new  deeds  of  such  estate, 
at  considerable  cost,  or  else  have  it  forfeited.  He  took  pos- 
session of  Penobscot,  the  year  last  mentioned,  where  Baron  de 
St.  Castine  resided. 

After  the  expulsion  of  Andros,  1689,  the  Massachusetts 
Council  of  Safety  restored  the  government  of  Maine,  as  it  was 
prior  to  the  usurpation.  The  capture  of  Nova  Scotia  by  Sir 
William  Phips,  1690,  confirmed  the  country,  from  St.  Croix  to 
Kennebeck,  to  the  English.  The  soil,  thus  taken,  and  all  the 
rest,  just  named,  were  placed,  1692,  by  the  Charter  of  William 
and  Mary,  under  the  laws  of  Massachusetts.  In  1694,  Madoc- 
awando,  a  chief  of  the  Penobscots,  whose  daughter  married 
Castine,  sold  a  large  tract  of  land  to  Sir  William  Phips,  about 
St.  George's  river,  which  was  owned,  1736,  by  Col.  Samuel 
Waldo  of  Boston. 
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By  the  treaty  of  Ryswick,  in  1697,  Nova  Scotia,  without 
any  definite  limits,  was  ceded  to  the  French.  This,  as  might 
be  anticipated,  was  the  occasion  of  controversy.  The  English 
claimed  the  Sagadahock  country  from  Kennebeck  to  St.  Croix, 
and  so  did  the  French.  In  1698,  the  latter  nation,  to  strength- 
en their  alliance  with  the  Canibas,  who  had  become  deeply 
imbued  with  the  influences  of  papacy,  erected  a  chapel  at 
Norridgewock.  With  regard  to  this  matter,  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners wrote,  as  follows,  to  the  Earl  of  Bellomont,  October  30, 
1700.  <'Asto  the  boundaries,  we  have  always  insisted,  and 
shall  insist  upon  the  English  right  as  far  as  the  river  St.  Croix. 
But,  in  the  mean  while,  in  relation  to  the  encroachments  of  the 
French,  and  their  building  a  church  on  Kennebeck  river,  that 
seems  to  us  a  very  proper  occasion  for  your  Lordship's  urging 
the  General  Assembly  of  Massachusetts  to  rebuild  the  fort  at 
Pemaquid,  which  they  ought  to  have  done  long  ago  jand  there- 
by they  might  have  prevented  this." 

As  to  the  Pejepscot  Purchase,  its  owner,  Richard  Waldron, 
having  deceased,  it  was  sold,  1714,  to  Messrs.  Hutchinson, 
Ruck,  Noyes  and  others  for  £100.  Relative  to  Jower  Maine, 
the  last  Charter  contained  a  restriction,  which  impeded  the  ex- 
tension of  settlements  in  that  quarter.  It  was  that  no  grant  of. 
land,  east  of  Kennebeck  river,  should  be  valid  without  the 
royal  sanction.  The  conclusion  was  drawn  by  many  in  Eng- 
land, that  the  fee  of  such  territory  was  altogether  in  the  Crown. 
On  this  account,  William  Armstrong  and  others,  who  had  served 
in  the  army,  petitioned  the  Lords  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  in 
1718,  that  the  Sagadahock  country  might  be  granted  to  them. 
The  proposition  was  discussed  before  the  Board,  by  agents  of 
the  petitioners  and  of  Massachusetts.  To  the  last  it  was  sug- 
gested, that  if  they  would  give  up  all  title  to  the  soil  in  ques- 
tion, they  should  not  only  have  the  jurisdiction,  but,  also,  the 
propriety  of  all  Maine,  west  of  the  Kennebeck  river.  But  our 
Commonwealth  too  well  understood  the  probable  disadvantages 
of  such  a  concession  and  therefore  declined  the  offer.  Here 
the  project  of  Armstrong  was  dropped.  Still  others  were  ad- 
vanced. In  1720,  Capt.  Thomas  Coram  of  England,  proposed 
to  raise  a  Company  with  a  large  capital,  who  should  have  the 
Sagadahock  country  more  fully  settled  by  emigrants,  for  the 
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purpose  of  raising  flax  and  hemp  enough  to  supply  the  royal 
navy  with  cordage.  But  the  plan,  being  more  visionary  thaa 
practicable,  was  sufifered  to  fall.  Another  scheme  was  more 
successful.  Col.  David  Dunbar,  a  native  of  Ireland,  was  its 
chief  promoter.  He  had  been  commissioned  surveyor  of  the 
King's  woods  in  Maine.  He  made  a  representation  quite  at- 
tractive to  the  authorities  at  St.  James,  that  if  he  could  have 
the  Sagadahock  lands  under  his  control,  they  would  be  more 
fully  and  advantageously  settled,  than  they  would  be  while  un- 
der the  government  of  Massachusetts.  He  was  accordingly 
empowered  by  the  Crown  to  make  trial  of  his  purpose.  He 
came  among  the  inhabitants,  beyond  the  Kennebeck,  1729, 
and  assumed  a  more  rigid  rule  over  them,  than  they  would 
bear  in  silence.  They  laid  their  grievances  before  our  Legisla- 
ture aud  asked  relief.  This  Body  united  with  them  in  for- 
warding addresses  to  his  Majesty  for  the  removal  of  Dunbar. 
In  view  of  the  facts,  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Generals  made 
a  report,  Aug.  11,  1731,  that  he  had  no  right  to  the  Sagada- 
hock country.  Previous  to  this  decision^  he  had  been  appoint* 
cd  Lt.  Governor  of  New  Hampshire.  The  year  afterwards,  he 
relinquished  his  authority  in  Maine. 

A  considerable  period  elapsed  before  another  movement  was 
made  to  disturb  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Bay  Province  over  the 
Sagadahock  soil.  In  1754,  a  memorial  was  laid  before  the 
King  in  Council,  from  William  Philips  Lee  and  Mary  Trum- 
bull, both  of  England,  that  such  territory  might  be  confirnusd 
to  them,  as  heirs  to  the  Earl  of  Stirling.  Though  their  request 
was  not  allowed,  the  claim  was  not  abandoned.  As  a  means  of 
suppressing  such  efforts  to  withdraw  lower  Maine  from  their 
hands,  to  defend  it  more  effectually  against  Indian  enemies, 
and  to  accommodate  many,  who,  after  the  reduction  of  Cana- 
da, intended  to  emigrate,  Massachusetts  in  1762,  granted 
twelve  townships.  These  were  located  between  Penobscot  and 
Union  rivers,  on  the  Charter  condition,  that  they  were  confirm- 
ed by  the  King.  This  quarter  was  an  object  of  increasing 
interest,  both  here  and  abroad,  as  a  favorable  field  for  coloniza- 
tion. A  memorial  from  Robert,  Earl  of  Catherlough,.  Hugh 
Yiscount  Falmouth,  Florentius  Yassal  and  others,  dated  Jan- 
uary 29,  1766,  is  presented  to  the  General  Court  of  Massachu- 
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setts.  It  States,  that  the  memorialists  had  united  to  advance 
the  settlement  of  North  America,  for  "  the  welfare  and  securi"* 
ty  of  Ghreat  Britain."  It  desires  that  their  company  may  have 
a  Tract  of  land  tweWe  miles  each  side  of  Machias  River  and 
thus  extend  fifty  miles  inland.  Their  agent  was  Dr.  Sylvester 
Gardiner.  Their  request  was  deferred  to  the  next  May  session, 
but  was  not  then  granted.  Aware  of  such  steps,  a  descendant 
from  William  Alexander^  Earl  of  Stirling,  made  serious  de- 
monstration, that  it  was  his  purpose  not  to  remain  behindhand^ 
This  is  evident  in  the  succeeding*  letter. 

"^  BadcenridgBy  Augutt  10, 1768. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  some 
proposals,  I  have  lately  published,  for  settling  and  planting  a 
tract  of  land  belonging  to  me,  situate  in  the  eastern  part  of 
your  government  and  which  I  have  good  reason  to  expect  I 
shall  be  able  to  effect  so  fsur  as  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred 
families  next  Spring.  I  also  tend  your  Excellency  a  printed 
state  of  my  title  to  that  tract  of  Country,  by  which  your  Ex- 
cellency will  find,  that  it  is  foun<kd  on  the  same  original  Pa- 
tent, under  which  all  the  other  Lands,  within  your  jurisdiction, 
are  held.  His  Majesty  in  Council  has  long  since  been  informr 
ed  of  my  right  and  intentbn  herein ;  and  I  cannot  but  hope 
that  the  settlers,  on  their  arrival,  within  your  Province,  wiU 
meet  with  every  encouragement  from  your  Excellency,  that 
so  laudable  a  design  merits.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
<^  Your  Excellency's  most  humhle  servant, 

BTIEUNO/' 

<<  His  Elxcellency,  Gov.  Bcbnaxd." 


To  counteract  the  plan,  so  proposed,  Governor  Bernard  issu- 
ed a  proclamation  the  7th  of  next  month.  This  dbooument  de- 
clared that  Massachusetts  would  protect  the  people  of  Sagada- 
hock  against  any  intrusion  of  the  Earl's  heir,  and  cautioned  all 
persons  not  to  take  leases  from  him  or  his  agenti,  until  the 
royal  pleasure  should  be  made  known. 

Dissatisfied  with  the  refusal  of  the  King  to  confirm  the  grant 
of  the  Townships  in  Maine,  our  Legislature  chose  a  commit- 
tee on  the  subject    Their  report  was  handed  in,  July  1,  1771, 

10 
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and  contained  varions  remarks.  Among  these  were  the  fol- 
lowing. "Complaints  have  heretofore  been  made,  that  the 
Province  have  neglected  to  defend  and  improve  the  territory 
and  in  consequence  of  them,  attempts  have  been  made  to  de- 
prive the  Province  of  rights  in  it.  This  was  the  case  when 
Mr.  Dunbar  took  possession  of  it  in  behalf  of  the  Crown  in 
1729.  If  there  be  no  design  in  persons  of  influence  in  Eng- 
land to  procure  a  part  of  this  country  to  themselves,  we  should 
apprehend  the  preservation  of  the  mast  trees,  growing  thereon, 
was  the  principal  or  only  reason  of  the  non-confirmation  of  the 
said  grants."  Commissioners  of  Massachusetts,  who  had  vis- 
ited Maine  on  this  and  other  subjects,  reported  Sept.  12,  1771. 
While  speaking  of  encroachments  there,  they  used  the  subse- 
quent language.  "  When  we  consider  the  description  given 
by  Monsieur  Champlain,  who  we  apprehend  was  the  first  Euro- 
pean, that  reconnoitred  the  Eastern  shore  and  gave  the  river 
St.  Croix  its  name,  we  are  convinced,  that  the  river  St.  Croix 
mentioned  in  the  Royal  Charter;  can  by  no  means  be  the  river 
Passamaquodda,  but  that  the  river  Passamaquodda,  being  an 
Indian  name,  was  then  known  thereby.  When  we  consider, 
also,  that  there  is  a  living  witness  (whose  deposition  we  wish 
might  be  taken  in  perpetuam  Rei  memoriam)  who  will  swear 
that  about  sixty  years  ago,  he  used  to  trade  at  St.  Croix ;  that 
by  the  Indians,  he  traded  with  (who  were  born  there  and  al* 
ways  lived  there,  and  by  the  oldest  of  them,  who  had  it  from 
their  fathers)  the  river  St.  Croix  aforesaid,  was  known  by  that 
name,  and  that  St.  Croix  river  was  East  of  Passamaquodda. 
When  we  consider  these  things  and  many  more  we  could  men- 
tion, it  is  plain  to  us,  that  the  river  St  Croix,  which  we  call 
by  that  name  and  which  is  East  of  Passamaquodda,  is  the  true 
river  St.  Croix,  and  the  Eastern  boundary  of  this  Province,  as 
mentioned  in  the  Charter  of  this  Province.  Notwithstanding 
which,  we  are  well  informed  that  there  are  grants  made  by  the 
Governor  or  Government  of  Nova  Scotia  of  Grand  Manan, 
some  of  the  Islands  of  Passamaquodda  Bay,  and  of  land  upon 
the  Maine  and  settlements  thereon,  all  west  of  St.  Croix." 

Whatever  objections  the  King  may  have  had  to  the  granting 
of  townships  at  the  Eastward  by  our  Commonwealth,  though 
they  probably  were,  lest^by  such  license,  a  Province,  long  ob^ 
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noxious  to  their  Sovereigns,  for  opposition  to  arbitrary  meas- 
ures, might  extend  their  population  and  ppwer,  and  thus  have 
more  ability  to  resist  oppression, — they  were  all  nullified  by 
the  Revolution. 

In  1778,  Congress  divided  Massachusetts  into  three  Districts, 
for  the  trial  of  prizes  and  other  maritime  cases,  named  South- 
ern, Middle  and  North.  The  last  was  applied  to  Maine,  and 
thus  the  term,  District,  was  given  to  it,  and  continued  to  be  so, 
until  it  became  an  independent  State. 

As  a  means  to  lessen  the  oppressive  debt  of  the  Common* 
wealth,  incurred  by  the  Revolutionary  struggle,  the  Legisla- 
ture proposed,  in  1783,  through  a  committee,  to  sell  lands  in 
Maine.  They  offered  lots  on  the  best  locations  at  $1,50  an 
acre.  For  this  purpose  a  Land  office  was  established  in  Bos- 
ton. The  heirs  of  Brigadier  General  Waldo  being  desirous 
that  his  claims  to  the  Muscongus  patent,  might  be  confirmed 
to  them,  the  Legislature  complied,  July  4, 1786,  by  securing  to 
them  thirty  miles  square  between  the  Kennebeck  and  Penob- 
scot rivers.  According  to  their  petition  of  Feb.  23,  1798, 
through  General  Henry  Knox,  the  same  authorities  supplied 
the  deficiency  of  such  a  claim,  by  State  lands  in  Bangor, 
Hampden,  Hermon  and  Newburgh. 

Perceiving  that  their  effort  to  help  pay  off  our  public  debt, 
by  the  sale  of  Maine  lands,  was  almost  ineffectual,  from  the 
want  of  general  confidence  in  the  durability  of  our  free  insti- 
tutions, the  Legislature  ordered,  Nov.  9,  1786,  that  fifty  town- 
ships, of  six  miles  square,  between  the  Penobscot  and  Schoodic 
rivers,  be  disposed  of  by  Lottery.  Reservations  of  four  lots  in 
every  Township,  each  being  320  acres,  for  the  first  minister,  for 
use  of  the  ministry,  for  a  grammar  school,  and  for  public  edu- 
cation in  general, — ^were  to  be  made.  There  were  2,720  tickets 
at  £60  each.  Every  holder  of  a  ticket  was  entitled  to  a  prize 
from  a  half  mile  square  to  a  whole  Township.  The  Lottery 
was  drawn  the  next  Spring,  though  the  greater  part  of  the 
tickets  remained  unsold.  William  Bingham,  a  wealthy  mer- 
chant, then  in  Philadelphia,  purchased  the  Townships  which 
were  not  drawn,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  prize  lots,  that 
averaged  nearly  fifty-two  cents  an  acre.  The  tract,  so  con** 
veyed,  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Lottery  Townships. 
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Aft  an  interesting  document,  relative  to  a  portion  of  the  SagSr- 
dahock  territory,  the  following  is  here  presented. 

"  To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  the  Honorable  the  House  nf 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled  j 

'<  The  Petition  of  Barthelemy  de  Qregoire,  Esq.  and  Marie 
Tberese  de  Gregoire  his  wife,  Grandaughter  of  De  la  Motte, 
late  owner  of  Donaquee  and  Mount  Desert,  humbly  sheweth  : 

"  That  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
eighty-eight,  the  said  grandfather  of  the  said  Marie,  whose  heir 
she  is,  being  then  in  the  service  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty 
the  King  of  France,  and  Governor  of  the  place  called  Detroit, 
obtained  from  his  said  Majesty  a  grant  of  the  lands  lying  upon 
the  river  Donaquee,  in  the  County  of  Lincoln,  and  divided 
thereby,  extending  two  leagues  in  length  upon  the  sea-shore, 
and  two  leagues  in  depth  upon  said  river, — ^viz.  one  league 
upon  the  west  side,  and  the  other  league  upon  the  east  side  of 
said  river,  together  with  the  Island  called  Mount  Desert,  and 
other  Islands  being  upon  the  fore  part  of  said  two  leagues, 
extending  on  the  shore  as  aforesaid,  to  have  and  to  hold  the 
same  to  the  said  De  la  Motte  Condiliac,  his  heirs  and  assigns 
forever.  That  said  De  la  Motte  Condiliac  took  possession  of 
said  lands,  and  continued  to  occupy  and  to  claim  jurisdiction 
over  them  until  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  bun*- 
dred  and  thirty,  wherein  he  died,  as  appears  by  sundry  acts,  to 
which  his  name  is  prefixed  with  the  style  of  Lord  of  Donaquee 
and  Mount  Desert.  That  by  his  death  the  lands  descended  to 
his  son,  and  from  him  to  said  Marie,  your  petitioner.  That  by  the 
treaty  of  Utrect,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  twelve  [thirteen],  the  country,  in  which  said  grant  is 
situated,  was  ceded  to  the  English,  saving  the  rights  of  individu- 
als, who  afterwards,  in  violation  of  said  treaty,  usurped  possession 
o£  the  territory,  whereby  it  becomes  impossible  to  |nx>ve  the 
actual  possession  of  said  lands  by  your  petitioner's  ancestors, 
down  to  the  period  posterior  to  the  death  of  said  De  la  Blotte 
Condiliac;  and  your  petitioners  humbly  concei?e  that  such 
proof  is  not  requisite,  since  the  laws  of  the  country  do  not  allow 
the  owner  of  lands  to  be  barred  of  his  right,  unless  his  claim  be 
suspended  for  sixty  ye^irs  ;  but,  as  your  petitioners  are  able  to 
prove  that  Monsieur  de  la  Motte  continued  to  claim  said  lands. 
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and  to  assert  his  title,  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  is  within 
the  term  of  sixty  years,  they  conceire  that  no  title  by  mere  pre- 
scription can  operate  against  them.  Your  petitioners,  howerer, 
would  not  have  neglected  their  claim  so  long  as  they  hare 
done,  had  not  the  marriages,  minorities  and  death  of  various 
heirs,  and  other  accidents,  joined  to  the  little  probabiUty  of 
obtaining  justice  from  Great  Britain,  prevented  them  from  pros- 
ecuting it  with  steadiness  and  efifect,  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
having  confirmed,  without  right,  said  lands  to  the  late  Governor 
Bernard.  That  since  the  peace  between  Great  Britain  and 
America,  your  petitioners  have  applied  to  this  honorable  Court, 
by  the  Consul-Generai  of  France,  with  as  much  assiduity  as  the 
distance  between  the  Countries  would  permit,  and,  at  length, 
at  great  trouble  and  expense,  crossed  the  Ocean  in  their  own 
pensons,  encouraged  by  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  the 
most  eminent  characters,  as  to  the  validity  of  their  title.  They 
therefore  humbly  pray  your  honors  to  consider  and  compassion- 
ate their  case,  and  to  decree  and  confirm  to  your  petitioners  and 
their  heirs,  the  possession  of  said  land,  being  their  lawful  inher* 
itance,  and  as  in  duty  bound  shall  every  pray. 
"  Bostofiy  Nov,  6,  1786." 

The  foregoing  petition  was  so  far  granted,  July  6,  1787,  as 
to  include  all  lands,  on  the  |«emises,  at  the  disposal  of  our  Com- 
monwealth. The  petitioners  thus  came  into  possession  there  of 
about  60,000  acres,  which  embraced  Trenton,  and  part  of  Sulli- 
van, Ellsworth,  Hancock,  Eden,  and  Mt.  Desert,  with  the  Islands 
fronting  these  towns,  to  the  ocean.  The  report  of  a  Commit- 
tee, on  this  occasion,  gave  the  subsequent  facts.  The  river, 
Donaquee,^  was  then  known  as  Taunton  river,  and  fell  into 
Taunton  Bay.  Mt.  Desert,  mentioned  in  the  preceding  peti- 
tion, was  granted  by  our  Legislature,  February,  1762,  to  Gov- 
ernor Bernard,  and  was  soon  after  confirmed  to  him  by  the 
King.  A  resolve  passed  in  our  General  Court,  June  23,  1785, 
that  Sir  John  Bernard,  who  had  proved  himself  a  friend  to  the 
United  States,  should  have  one-half  of  the  same  Island.  The 
next  December,  he  agreed  to  pay,  for  the  other  half,  £2,500,  in 
consolidated  notes.     But  this  contract  was  relinquished. 


*  Now  called  Union  River. 
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Besides  the  confirmation  of  lots  in  Maine  for  Harvard  Col- 
lege, 1790,  petitions  began  to  be  laid  before  the  Legislature  the 
next  year,  for  Townships  there,  for  the  support  of  Literary  Insti- 
tutions. Such  requests  were  often  made,  'for  a  considerable 
period  of  years,  and  were  generally  allowed.  They  were  also 
presented  for  other  objects,  as  roads,  bridges  and  canals,  and 
met  with  a  like  reception.  As  the  passion  for  speculation  in 
Eastern  lands  prevailed  to  an  unsafe  extent,  the  General  Court 
saw  fit,  1795,  to  suspend  further  sales.  Still  it  sought  to  be 
gratified  in  another  way.  Many  grants  were  made  for  public 
objects,  which  were  mostly  bought  up  by  individuals.  When 
the  discovery  was  made,  that  more  Townships  had  thus  been 
thrown  into  the  market,  than  could  be  seasonably  settled,  the 
fever  of  speculation  subsided.  Among  the  incidents,  unfavor- 
able to  the  prosperity  of  Maine,  was  the  counter  claims  to  the 
soil  between  the  Kennebeck  and  Muscongus,  and  a  consequent 
demand  on  the  inhabitants  for  their  estates.  These  refused  to 
surrender  the  improvements  of  years  without  suitable  compen- 

i  sation.     The  rod  of  prosecution  was  held  over  them.     In  this 

state  of  conflicting  interests,  the  General  Court  passed  a  law, 
March  2d,  1808,  called  the  "  Betterment  Act."  This  decided, 
that  no  tenant,  who  had  retained  his  land  for  six  years  or  more, 
should  be  ejected  without  the  worth  of  his  improvements.  It 
afforded  relief  to  many,  and  quieted  their  fears,  lest  the  power 
of  law  would  deprive  them  of  their  equitable  right.  Still  sev- 
eral ancient  titles  continued  to  perplex  the  occupants  of  the  soil^ 

I  which  they  covered.     Commissioners  of  the  State  were  empow- 

ered to  compromise  several  of  them,  as  the  Brown,  Drowne,  and 
Tappan  claims  to  Towns  between  Muscongus  and  Sheepscot 
rivers.     This  was  amicably  done,  1813,  by  assigning  unappro- 

!  priated  lands  to  the  different  claimants. 

I  Having  thus  adduced  various  facts  with  regard  to  Maine, 

though  necessarily  occupying  much  more  space  than  was  in- 
tended,  we  proceed  to  its  Counties. 

COUNTIES  IN  MAINE. 

Besides  some  facts,  relative  to  the  Counties  of  this  District, 
previously  adduced,  a  few  others  are  here  presented.  By  a 
vote  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  June  26,  1716,  it  was 
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ordered,  that,  for  a  more  convenient  dispensation  of  justice,  all 
the  settlements  there,  having  been  much  reduced  by  the  ludian 
wars,  though  beginning  to  recover,  should  belong  to  tho  County 
of  York. 

In  1760,  the  Conn  ties  of  Cumberland  and  Lincoln ; — ^in  1789, 
of  Hancock  and  Washington ; — in  1799,  of  Eennebeck ; — ^in 
1805,  of  Oxford  ;— in  1809,  of  Somerset ;— and  in  1816,  of  Pe- 
nobsctot,  were  formed.  These  Counties  contained  236  incor- 
porated Towns,  when  the  last  trial  for  having  Maine  an  inde- 
pendent State  was  effectual,  in  1820,  the  Act  of  Massachusetts 
for  this  purpose  being  passed  June  19, 1819.  From  these  towns, 
«  Appledoore"  was  long  since  dropped.  This  place,  comprising 
the  Isles  of  Shoals,  which  belonged  in  part  to  York  County, 
and  in  part  to  Dover  and  Portsmouth,  was  incorporated  by  Mas- 
sachusetts at  the  session  of  May  22,  1661.  These  Islands  were 
settled  early.     Mr.  Hull  preached  there  in  1640. 

Note. — The  signs  and  style,  used  for  Massachusetts  Towns,  will  be  used  with 
respect  to  the  Towns  in  Maine,  so  far  as  applicable.  The  numerals,  placed  at  the 
end  of  remarks  on  each  Town,  denote  its  number  of  acres,  as  contained  in  the  yal- 
uable  survey  of  Moees  Greenleaf,  Esq. 

YORK  COUNTY. 

Incorporated  May  18, 165S.  > 

The  original  titles  to  the  following  Towns,  are  founded  on 
grants  from  the  Crown  and  Lords  Proprietors : — Biddeford,  El- 
liot, Eennebunk,  Eittery,  Saco,  Wells,  and  York.  The  title 
of  Kennebunk-Port  was  derived  from  Crown  Proprietors  and 
Indian  grants.  The  ensuing  Towns  have  their  first  titles  from 
Indian  deeds,  adjudged  valid  : — ^Alfred,  Berwick,  Buxton,  Cor- 
nish, Hollis,  Lebanon,  Lyman,  Limerick,  Limington,  Newfield, 
Parsonfield,  Shapleigh,  Sanford,  South  Berwick,  and  Waterbor- 
ough. 

York,  April  10,  1641.  Agamenticus  or  Accomentieus  to  Nov.  22, 
1652.  Georgiana. — Settled,  1624.  Chartered  as  a  borough, 
April  10,  1641,  and,  as  a  city,  March  1,  1642.  Came  under 
Massachusetts,  Nov.  22,  1652,  which  was  confirmed  at  the  ses- 
sion of  Genera]  Court  beginning  May  18,  1653.  This  last 
date  has  long  been  reckoned  as  the  time  of  York's  incorpora- 

^  Commiflsionera  of  Maasachutetts  and  the  people  heyood  Piscataqua  Northerly 
and  the  Isle  of  Shoals,  agreed,  Nov.  20, 1652,  that  the  territory  of  the  latter  party 
should  be  called  Yorkshire.  This  was  confirmed  by  Massachusetts  Court  at  the  ses- 
sion of  May  18, 1668. 
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tioD,  which  leenM  to  h»re  first  taken  plaee  .when  it  was  mide  a 
borough.     York  had  80  soldiers,  1675.-31,788. 

KiTTUir,  XOct  20, 1647.— First  settled  at  Spruce  Creek,  about  1624. 
Incorporated  at  a  session  of  General  Court  at  Wells,  which 
commenced  Oct.  20,  1647.  Submitted  to  Massachusetts  Nov. 
20,  1652,  which  was  conarmed  at  Maaioo  of  May  18,  1653. 
The  last  date  has  long  been  called  the  time  of  Kittery's  incor-  I 

poration.     Kittery  had  180  soldiers  in  1675.— 1 1,160.  ' 

Wells,  XAug.  30,  1653.  Webhannet.  Preston.— Settled  by  Rev. 
John  Wheelwright  and  friends,  of  Exeter,  1642.  Purchased 
by  him,  1643.  Came  under  Massachusetts,  July  5,  1653, 
which  was  confirmed  by  the  Legislature  at  tbeir  session  of  the 
next  Aug.  30.  This  has  been  the  date  of  its  incorporation,  as 
well  as  that  of  Arundel  and  Biddeford,  who  united  with  Massa- 
chusetts on  the  same  day,  for  the  like  reason.  Wells  and  Cape 
Porpoise  had  80  soldiers  in  1675.-28,379. 

AmvMDRL,  XAug.  30, 1653.  Cape  Porpoise,  to  June  5,  1719;  now 
Kennebunk  Port.— 18,953. 

Biddeford,  XAug.  30,  1653  8aco. — Biddeford  and  Saco  territory 
was  settled  about  1623.  In  1620,  the  Council  for  New  Eng- 
land granted  a  tract  of  8  miles  long,  on  the  west  side  of  Saco 
river,  from  its  mouth,  and  4  miles  wide,  to  Richard  Vines  and 
Thomas  Oldham.  By  this  patent,  the  soil  of  Biddeford  is  still 
retained.  In  1636,  Saco  had  about  160  inhabitants.  General 
Court  ordered  Saco  to  be  called  Biddeford  after  Nov.  17, 1718. 
From  this  date  its  incorporation  has  been  commonly  reckoned, 
though  not  so  properly  as  from  the  date  of  its  admission  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts.  Saco  and  Winter  Harbor,  in 
1675,  had  100  soldiers.— 15,608. 

Berwick,  June  9,  1713.  Newichawanock. — Part  of  Kittery,  or  the 
Parish  of  Unity.  First  settled  about  1624.  Came  under  Mas* 
sachusetU  July  5, 1653.— 25J69. 

Saoo,!^  Juii6  9,  1762.  8a€o,  East  Side  of  Saco  River.  Pepperelboiv 
ough,  to  Feb.  23, 1805.— Granted  by  the  New  England  Council 
to  Lewis  and  Bonython,  1630.  Part  of  Biddeford.  Incorpo- 
rated as  a  Town,  June  9,  1772.-19,720. 

Lebanon,  June  25,  1767.  Towiooh, — Granted  April  20,  1733.  Set- 
tled about  1743.     Had  20  families  in  1757.-23,558. 

Sandford,  Feb.  27,  1768.  Bonny  Btag  or  Benaveag ;  Mwsan. 
Phillipstown. — A  grant  by  Massachusetts  to  ^ryan  Pendleton 
and  others,  of  six  miles  square.  May  12,  1675,  seems  to  have 
included  Sandford.  Ordered  to  be  surveyed,  June  24,  1731. 
Granted  to  be  a  Township,  Feb.  16,  1734.  Plat  accepted 
March  24,  1736.  Permanently  settled,  1740.  Population  150 
in  1756.  First  named  for  William  Phillips,  the  proprietor. 
Second  named  for  his  son-in-law,  Peter  Sandford. — ^^,015. 

Buxton,  July  14,  1772.  Narraganset,  No.  1. — Plat  accepted  Feb.  11, 
1734.     Granted  to  Philemon  Dane  and  others,  of  Ipswich, 
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Rowley,  Newburj)  HaTerhill,  and  Amesbttry,  called  the  "  Ips- 
wich Society,"  for  ^rrice  in  Narraganset  Expedition  of  1675. 
Had  over  60  families  in  1771.-22,617. 

Lyman,  March  11,  1778.  Coxhall,  to  Feb.  26,  1803.— Sold  by  Snga- 
more  Fluellen  to  John  Saanders,  John  Bush,  and  Peter  Tar- 
bitt,  1660,  who  disposed  of  it  to  Harlackindine  Symonds,  of 
Ipswich,  1668.  The  last  owner  sold  it  to  Roger  Haskins  and 
others,  June  12,  1688.  Its  proprietors,  chiefly  from  Ipswich, 
petition  General  Court,  May  29,  1766,  for  its  enlargement.— 
21,630. 

Shaplbigb,  March  5,  1785.  Hubbardstown. — Settled  about  1772. 
Named  for  Nicholas  Shapleigh,  formerly  of  Kittery,  a  principal 
proprietor.  The  inhabitants  paid  the  Commonwealth  £4M, 
Oct.  30,  1782,  for  a  good  title  to  their  territory.— 43,212. 

pARSoNSFifeLD,  March  9,  1785.  Parsonslown. — Settled  by  Thomas 
Parsons  and  associates,  about  1772. — 29,502. 

Waterdorouoh,  March  6,  1787.  Massahesec, — Began  to  be  settled 
about  1768.  Part  of  the  Tract  purchased  by  William  Phillips 
of  Sagamore  Fluellen.— 26,358. 

LiMBRicK,  March  6,  1787.— Settled  about  1775.  Part  of  the  tract 
anciently  bought  of  Capt.  Sunday  by  Francis  Small. — 12,683. 

LiMiNGToN,  Feb.  9,  1792.  Little  Osstp^e.— Settled,  1773.  Of  the 
same  tract  with  Limerick. — 23,375. 

Nbwfield,  Feb.  26,  1794.  Washington. — Surveyed  and  settled, 
1778.-14,427. 

Cornish,  Feb.  27,  1794.  Francisborough. — Its  southerly  part  was 
settled,  1776.-10,388. 

HoLLis,  Feb.  27,  1798.  Little  Falls  to  1798,  and  Phillipsburgh  to 
Jan.  22,  1812. — Granted  to  Newbury  men  at  session  of  May 
30,  1660.-26,260. 

Alfrbd,  Feb.  25,  1808. — N.  Parish  of  Sandford.  Incorporated  as  a 
District,  Feb.  4,  1794.    Permanently  settled,  1770.-12,058. 

Eliot,  March  1,  1810.  Sturgeon  Creek.— N.  Parish  of  Kittery^ 
First  settled  at  Sturgeon  Creek,  about  1624.-11,239. 

South  Berwick,  Feb.  12,  1814.  Quampeaging  Landing. — S.  Parish 
of  Berwick. — ^9,655. 

CUMBERLAND  COUHTY. 

Tftken  frooi  York  Goooty.    Ineoqiorated  June  21, 1760. 

The  original  titles  of  Towng  in  this  County  aro  as  follow. 
Cape  Elizabeth,  Falmouth,  Portland,  Scarborough,  Westbrook, 
Freeport,  North  Yarmouth  and  Pownal,  have  such  titles  from 
Crown  proprietors  and  Indian  Grants.  Brunswick,  Danville, 
Durham  and  Harpswell  have  them  from  Indian  Deeds.  Bald- 
win, Bridgeton,  Gorham,  Gray,  Hanison,  Minot,  New  Glouces- 
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ter,  Otisfield,  Poland,  Raymond,  Standish  and  Windham,  are 
Province  grants  from  1691  to  1783,  with  some  small  tracts 
since  the  last  date. 

Scarborough,  XOci.  19, 1658.  Black  Point  and  Blue  Point.— The 
part  of  it,  called  Black  Point,  was  granted  to  Thomas  Com- 
mock,  nephew  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  about  1629,  by  the 
Council  of  Plymouth  and  was  settled  about  1632.  Both  Points 
came  under  Massachusetts  July  13,  1658,  and  were  then 
named  Scarborough.  They  had,  in  1675, 1(K)  soldiers,  Scar- 
borough and  Falmouth  were  annexed  to  Yorkshire,  1658. — 
30,634. 

Falmouth,  xOct.  19,  1658.  Spurwinh,  Casco  Bay. — Began  to  be 
settled  1628.  Came  under  Massachusetts  July  13,  1658. 
It  had  in  1675,  80  soldiers.  Liberty  granted  for  i,ts  resettle- 
ment, 1717.  Common  date  of  incorporation,  Nov.  12,  1718. 
—14,918. 

North  Yarmouth,  Oct.  31,  1713.  Westecusttgo, — First  settled 
1640.  Bartholomew  Gedney  of  Salem  had  a  mill  built  here 
about  1674.  Confirmed  to  surviving  proprietors,  mostly  of  Sa- 
lem, 1680.  Granted  to  be  a  Township  June  26,  1684.  In  1673, 
Thomas  Stevens  bought  of  Indian  Sachems  two  miles  on  each 
side  of  "  Westgustagoe"  river,  from  the  salt  water  into  the 
country.  This  tract  was  purchased  of  Stevens  by  Bartholo- 
j  mew  Gedney  and  Henry  Say  word  in  1674.     But  Mr.  Gedney 

I  came  into  possession  of  the  whole  and  owned  it  1687. — 35,373. 

Brunswick,  Jan.  26,  1739. — Settled  about  1626.  Allowed  to  be  a 
Township  June  10,  1715.  Reincorporated  June  24,  1797. 
Brunswick,  Topsham  and  Harpswell  were  in  tl^e  Pejepscot 
purchase.— 23,909. 

i  Harp8Well,(^  Jan.  25,  1758.     Merriconeag  Neck. — Consists  of  Met 

\  riconeag  Neck  and  Islands  adjacent.    Granted  to  be  a  Town- 

I  ship,  1715.     Had  more  than  60  families  in  1756.     Sebascode- 

*  gin  Island,  part  of  Harpswell,  had  50  families  in  1768. — 1 1,495. 

Windham,  June  12,  1762.  New  Marblehead. — Granted  Dec.  17, 
1734,  to  Capt.  Howard,  and  59  other  inhabitants  of  Mar- 
blehead and  Salem.  Plan  of  it  accepted  June  19,  1735. 
Meeting  house  built  1737.-28,249. 

GoRHAM,  Oct.  30,  1764.     Gorhamtown ;  Narraganset  No.  7. — Plat 
I  confirmed  to  Shubael  Gorham  and  others,  Feb.  11,  1734,  for 

service  in  Narraganset  Expedition  of  1675.  First  settled  by 
John  Phinney  and  others  from  Barnstable  County,  1735.  It 
had  60  families  in  1759.  Named  for  Capt  John  Gorham  a 
commander  in  Philip's  war. — ^26,387. 

Capb  £LizABBTH,£f  Nov.  1,  1765.  Purpooektck. — Richmond  Island 
being  a  part  of  it,  was  first  settled  about  1628.  Second  Parish 
of  Falmouth.     Had  150  families  in  1749.-12,881. 

New  Gloucester,  March  9,  1774. — Granted  to  be  laid  out  for  Glou- 
cester Proprietors  March  27, 1736.     Settled  1739.-— 25,378. 
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Gray,  Jane  19,  1778.  New  Boston. — Granted  to  Jonathan  Powars 
and  others  1738.     fettled  soon  after  being  granted.— 25,256. 

Standish,  Nov.  30,  1785.  Piersontown  and  Hobbstown.— Granted 
April  1750.  Plat  accepted  June  23,  1750.  Had  16  families 
in  1757.  Named  for  Miles  Stand ish,  one  of  the  founders  of 
Plymouth  Colony.  Stand ish  was  granted  to  Capt.  Humphrey 
Hobbs  and  Company,  and  Capt.  Moses  Pierson  and  Company, 
for  recent  service  in  the  French  war,  on  condition,  that  they 
**  took  in  associates  of  the  Cape  Briton  men  so  called,  so  as 
to  make  up  the  number  of  120."— 40,779. 

Portland,  July  4,  1786.  Falmonth  Neck. — First  settled  under  the 
Plough  Patent,  about  1630.  Fort  Loyal  built  at  Casco  Neck, 
1676.-2,158. 

Frebport,  Feb.  14,  1789.  Harraseeket, — N.  E.  part  of  ancient 
N.  Yarmouth  and  Prout's  Gore.     Settled  about  1750.-18,661. 

Durham,  Feb.  17,  1789.  Royalsborough  or  Royalstown. — Settled 
about  1760.  First  named  after  Col.  Royal,  a  large  Proprietor 
of  Medfurd,  Mass.— 16,091. 

Bridqbton,  Feb.  7,  1794. — Named  for  Moody  Bridges  of  Andover, 
Mass.  Granted  to  him  and  others  June  25,  1765,  for  Rowley 
Canada  in  N.  H.,  given  for  service  in  Canada  Expedition  of 
1690.-25,590. 

Poland,  Feb.  17,  1795.  Bakerstown.— Granted  to  Samuel  Gerrish 
and  others  June  25,  and  the  plan  confirmed  Oct.  30,  1765,  for 
Bakerstown  in  N.  H.,  given  for  service  in  the  Canada  Ex- 
pedition of  1690.  As  it  was  found  that  Poland  contained 
more  than  seven  and  a  half  miles  square,  the  extent  first  allow- 
ed by  the  Legislature,  they  ordered,  March  8,  1792,  that  the 
matter  be  settled. — 26,958. 

Otibfield,  Feb.  19,  1798. — Granted  to  James  Otis  and  others,  June 
25,  1765,  in  lieu  of  a  township  in  N.  H.,  given  for  service  in 
Canada  Expedition  of  1690,  under  Capt.  John  Gorham.  Plat 
accepted  April  23,  1772.-28,075. 

MiNOT,  Feb.  18,  1802.— North  part  of  Poland.  Moses  Emory,  Jr., 
settled  here,  1773.-35,561. 

Danyille,  March  6, 1802.  Pejepseai  to  Feb.  1, 1819.— Part  of  the 
Pejepscot  claim  and  Little's  Gore.  The  former  was  settled 
1764,  and  the  Gore  in  1777.-12,873. 

Baldwin,  June  23,  1802.  Flintstown.— Granted  for  Walpole,  N.  H., 
Feb.  8,  1774.  Named  for  Loammi  Baldwin,  a  Proprietor. — 
44,867. 

Raymond,  June  21,  1803. — Granted  June  25,  1765,  in  lieu  of  a 
township  given  to  Capt.  Raymond  and  others  of  Beverly,  for 
service  in  Canada  Expedition  of  1690,  and  embraced  within 
N.  H.  line.  Plat  accepted  January  30,  1767.  Settled  1771.— 
32,057. 

Harrison,  March  8,  1805.— Part  of  Otisfield  and  Bcidgeton.— 21,271. 
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PowNAL,  March  3,  1808. — Pvt  of  Freeport   and  North  Tarmoudi. 
—12,224. 

Wbstbrook,  Feb.  14,  1814.    Stroudwater  to  June  9,  1814.— Foarih 

Parish  of  Falmouth.— 17,063. 

LINCOLN  COUNTY. 

Taken  from  York  Counter.    Incorpornted  Jane  21, 1760. 

The  original  titles  of  Towns,  in  this  County,  are  of  the  en- 
suing descriptions.  Alna,  Bowdoinham  partly,  Bowdoiu  partly, 
Dresden,  Litchfield,  Jeflferson  partly,  Lisbon  partly,  New  Castle 
partly,  Wales,  Whitefield  and  Wiscasset,  are  of  the  Eennebeck 
purchase.  Camden,  Cushing,  Friendship,  Hope,  Montville,  St. 
George,  Tbomaston,  Union  partly,  Waldoborough  partly,  and 
Warren,  are  of  the  Mui^congus  or  Waldo  Patent.  Bristol,  Booth- 
bay,  Edgecomb,  Jefferson  partly.  New  Castle  partly,  Putnam, 
Nobleborough,  Union  partly,  and  Waldoborough  partly,  are  of 
mixed  claims.  Bath,  Bowdoinham  partly,  Bowdoin  partly, 
Georgetown,  Lisbon  partly,  Lewiston,  Phipsburgh,  Topsham 
and  Woolwich,  have  their  title  from  Indian  deeds.  Palermo 
derived  its  title  from  Massachusetts. 

Georgetown,  June  13,  1716.  Arrousick,  Parker's  and  Arowsick 
Islands.— First  settled  at  Arowsick  Island,  about  1623.  S.  end  of 
this  Island  granted  to  be  a  township,  called  Newtown  1689,  by 
Sir  Edmund  Andros  as  Governor  of  Sagadahoc,  Sept.  6,  1679; 
regr anted  by  Massachusetts  Oct  29,  1714,  to  Sir  Biby  Lake, 
Baronet,  and  others. — 12,305. 

New  Castlb,(/  June  19,  1753.  Sheepscot  New  Dartmouth;  He- 
deck.— Settled  about  1623.  Resettled  1711.  Sheepscot 
farms,  in  1630,  had  50  families. — 15,129. 

Woolwich,^  Oct.  20,  1759.  Nequasset  or  Nauseag. — Nequasset  was 
settled  about  1631.  It  was  purchased  of  Indians,  Nov.  1, 
1639.     Named  for  a  town  in  England.— 19,963. 

Wiscasset,  Feb.  13,  1760.  Whiscasickox  Wiscasset.  Frankfort,  to 
February  13,  1760,  and  Pownalborough,  to  1794.— When 
Dresden  and  Alna  were  set  off  from  Pownalborough  the  rest 
of  it  took  the  name  of  Wiscasset.  Settfed  1714.  Resettled 
1734.  Had  50  families  in  1749.  Application  was  made  to 
General  Court,  1779,  that  Pownalborough,  Hallowell,  Winslow, 
Gardnerstown  and  Vasalborough,  all  of  Maine,  might  have  their 
names  changed,  because  given  in  honor  of  persons  unfriendly 
to  American  Independence.  It  was  intended  to  call  Hal- 
lowell, Powelfield;  Winslow,  Cooperfield  or  Louis;  Gardners- 
town,  Matherfield;  Vassal  borough,  Warrenburgh  or  Sidney. — 
9,117. 
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BowDOiNBAM,  Sept  18,  1763.  Richmond. — ^Named  for  the  family 
of  Gov.  Bowdoio.  Unsuccessfully  claimed  by  heirs  of  Sir 
Richard  Edgeoomb.     Settled  about  1720.-32,523. 

TopsHAMy  January  31,1764. — Allowed  to  be  a  township  June  10, 
1715.  Contained  in  the  Pejepscot  purchase.  Settlement  re- 
newed, 1730,  by  Scotch  and  Irish  emigrants.  It  had  16  fami- 
lies in  1750.-21,833. 

BooTHBAT,  Nov.  3,  1764.  Winnaganset,  Cape  New  Newagen ; 
Townshendham. — First  settled  about  1631.  Laid  out  by  or- 
der of  Col.  David  Dunbar,  1729.  It  had  75  rateable  polls, 
1764.  Dunbar  had  it  called  Townshend,  when  he  gave  the 
name  of  Harrington  to  another  Town  now  Bristol,  and  of 
Walpole  to  a  third,  now  Nobleborongh,  in  honor  of  three  Eng- 
lish noblemen.— 16,022. 

Bkibtol,  June  18,  1765.  Pawkunnctwhutt  or  Pemaqmd.  Harring- 
ton.— Settled  about  1623.  Aldsworth  and  El  bridge  had  a  pa- 
tent of  it  in  1632.  They  took  possession  of  it  next  year.  It 
was  named  for  the  city  of  their  residence  in  England.  It  con- 
tains the  ancient  Pemaquid,  much  noted  in  the  Eastern  Plan- 
tations.    It  was  laid  out  by  David  Dunbar,  1729.-29,379. 

Waldoborough,  June  29,  1773.  Broadbay. — Settled  by  Irish  Prot- 
estants, 1736.  Increased  by  Germans  1740  and  subsequently. 
—49,596. 

Edgecomb,  March  5, 1774.  Jeremisquam.  Freetown. — Settled  1744. 
Had  more  than  100  families  in  1774.  It  was  passed  in  the 
House  that  Freetown  should  be  called  Glynborough,  but  alter- 
ed in  the  Council  to  Edgecomb.— 12,404. 

Warren,  Nov.  7,  1776.  Upper'  Town.— Settled  1735.  Named  for 
Gen.  Warren,  slain  at  Bunker  Hill.— 23,717. 

Thoicaston,  March  20,  1777.  Georgeektag,  Lower  Town. — East 
part  of  Warren  and  part  of  St.  George's.  Settled  about  1735. 
St.  George's  Fort  in  this  Town  was  built  in  1715.-20,377. 

Bath,  Feb.  17,  1781.— Second  Parish  of  Georgetown.  Settled  1756. 
—7,015. 

Union,  Oct.  20, 1786.     Sterlington.— Settled  1776.-22,665. 

BowDoiN,  March  21,  1788.  West  Bowdoinham. — Part  of  Bowdoin- 
ham.— 26,562. 

NoBi^BOROuGB,  Nov.  20, 1788»  Walpole. — Laid  out  by  David  Dun- 
bar, 1729.    Settled  before  1714.-14,995. 

CusaiNo,  Jan.  28,  1789.  St.  George's. — Settled  by  Irish  Protestants 
of  Scottish  descent,  1733.  Applied  to  be  incorporated  as  a 
Town  March  17, 1742.  Named  for  Lt.  Gov.  Thomas  Gush- 
ing.—9,820. 

Camden,  Feb.  17,  1791.  ifg^w^tcoo^.— Settled  about  1771.  Nam- 
ed after  Lord  Camden,  a  friend  of  our  Colonies.— 24,063. 
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Dresden,  June  25,  1794. — West  Precinct  of  Pownalborough.  First 
settled  1750.  Before  the  division  of  Lincoln  County,  in  1789, 
Dresden  was  the  shire  town  for  all  the  Courts  pf  Maine  east 
of  the  Kennebeck  river. — 17,234. 

Alna,  June  25, 1794.  New  Milford  to  Feb.  28,  1811.— North  Pre- 
cinct of  Pownalborough.     Settled  about  1760.-12,001. 

Lewiston,  Feb.  18,  1795.  Lewiston  and  the  Qore. — Proposed  for 
State  taxation,  1777.-17,606. 

Litchfield,  Feb.  18, 1795.  Smithfield  or  Smithtown. — Settled  1778, 
bj  two  brothers,  named  Smith. — ^24,667. 

Lisbon,  June  22, 1799.  Thompsonborough,  to  Feb.  20, 1802.— West 
part  of  Bowdoin.  Little  River  annexed  March  4,  1803. — 
25,537. 

St.  George,  Feb.  7,  1803.— Part  of  Cushing.  Settled  about  1751. — 
8,303.     Williamson  says,  11,026. 

Hope,  June  23,  1804.     Barretstown.— 17,619. 

Palermo,  June  23,  1804.     Great  Pond  Settlement.— 23,119. 

MoNTviLLE,  Feb.  18,  1807.  Davistown. — Settled  as  early  as  1780. — 
16,024. 

Jefferson,  Feb.  24,  1807.— E.  Part  of  Balltown.  Settled,  1770. — 
23,370. 

Friendship,  Feb.  25,  1807.  Meduncooh — Began  to  be  settled^  1735. 
Petitioned  for  aid  against  the  Indians,  1757. — 7,178. 

^  Whitefibld,  June  19,  1809.  Balltown. — Western  part  of  Balltown. 
Named  for  the  noted  Rev.  George  Whitefield.  Settled  1770. 
—19,229. 

Washington,  Feb.  27,  1811.  Putnam. — Partly  in  Plymouth  and 
partly  in  Waldo  Patents.— 18,575. 

Phipsburoh,  Jan.  26,  1814.-^Taken  from  Bristol.  Named  for  Sir 
William  Phips,  who  was  born  there.  A  settlement  of  short 
duration  was  made  at  Phipsburgh,  1607,  under  Pres.  George 
Popham.— 13,085. 

Wales,  Feb.  1,  1816.-7,697. 

HANCOCK  COUNTY. 
Taken  from  Lincoln  County. — Incorporated  June  25, 1789. 

Townships,  No.  1,  now  Bucksport;  No.  2,  Orland  ;  No.  4, 
Sedgwick ;  No.  5,  Bluehill;  and  No.  6,  Surry,  between  Penobscot 
I  and  Union  rivers,  and  conditionally  assigned  by  General  Court  to 

I  David  Marsh  and  359  others,  March  2,  1762,  were  confirmed  to 

such  associates,  or  their  heirs  and  assigns,  March  17,  1785,  by 
the  same  authorities.  For  each  of  these  townships,  the  gran- 
tees, at  the  last  date,  were  to  pay  £  1,000  in  consolidated  notes  of 
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our  Ck)mmonweaUh.  This  condition,  being  found  impracti- 
cable, was  annulled  July  8,  1786,  and  the  grant  of  the  town- 
ships was  then  again  confirmed.  When  such  a  tract  was  reas- 
sured to  its  proprietors,  in  1785,  the  difficulties  connected  with 
No.  3,  Penobscot,  prevented  its  being  alike  conveyed  until  Nov. 
17, 1786.  There  were  six  more  townships,  eastward  of  Union 
river,  granted  by  Massachusetts  in  1762,  and  finally  so,  Jan.  27, 
1764  They  were  as  follows  : — ^No.  1,  now  Trenton,  to  Paul 
Thorndike  and  others;  No.  2,  Sullivan,  to  David  Bean  and 
other  soldiers  in  the  late  wars ;  No.  3,  Goldsborough  ;  No*  4, 
Steuben,  to  Edward  Small  and  others ;  No.  5,  Harrington,  to 
Josiah  Sawyer  and  others ;  and  No.  6,  Addison,  to  Nathaniel 
Parker  and  others.  Excepting  No.  2,  and  No.  3,  each  of  the 
rest  was  confirmed  to  the  proprietors,  June  21,  1785,  and  its 
price  set  at  £1,250,  payable  in  consolidated  notes  of  this  State. 
Among  the  conditions  on  which  the  preceding  townships  were 
confirmed,  were  such  as  follow.  Each  township  was  to  have 
60  good  protestant  families,  as  many  houses,  not  less  than  18 
feet  square,  and  7  feet  stud,  and  five  acres  of  mowing  and  til- 
lage, within  six  years.  It  was  also  to  have  a  suitable  meeting- 
house, a  '^earned  protestant  minister"  settled  and  well  provided 
for,  within  five  years.  In  it  there  were  four  lots,  each  of  300 
acres,  to  be  reserved,  one  for  the  first  minister,  another  for  the 
ministry,  a  third  for  the  use  of  government,  and  the  last  for  a 
school,  forever.  Every  settler  in  the  townships  east  of  Union 
river,  was  allowed  to  buy  of  the  proprietors,  within  a  year,  50 
acres,  besides  his  grant,  at  not  more  than  3/.  an  acre. — Addison, 
Harrington,  and  Steuben,  belong  to  Washington  County. 

The  Towns  of  this  County  derived  their  original  titles  from 
the  subsequent  sources.  Eight  of  them,  just  named,  were 
claimed  by  Provincial  grants.  Belfast,  Belmont,  Brooks,  Frank- 
fort, Isleborough,  Jackson,  Lincolnville,  Monroe,  Knox,  North- 
port,  Prospect,  Swanville,  Searsmont,  and  Thorndike,  were  of 
the  Waldo  patent.  Castine,  though  held  by  the  French,  has 
its  title,  with  Brooksville,  from  a  Provincial  grant  before  1783. 
Trenton,  however  one  of  the  twelve  townships  granted  by  Mas- 
sachusetts in  1764,  is  held  chiefly  with  Eden  and  Mt.  Desert, 
by  French  tenure.  Deer  Isle,  Ellsworth,  and  Vinalhaven,  were 
sold  by  the  Commonwealth  since  1783. 
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■ 

Belfast^  Jane  22,  1773.-^Sett]ed  about  1765.  Purchased  from  Sam- 
uel Waldo's  heirs.— 24.357. 

Penobscot.  Febb  28.  1787.  Penobscot  or  Penobscook,  Number  3, 
— It  was  called  Peotagoet  by  the  French,  under  De  Moots, 
1605.  Penobscot  Bay  and  the  adjacent  country  was  named 
Norombegtta  by  the  Indians.  Truck  bouse  erected  here.  1690. 
Granted  to  John  Wiar  and  others,  March  2.  1762.  Settled. 
1760.  Its  name,  before  Castine  was  taken  from  it,  was  Major 
Biguydace.  The  Legislature  appointed,  June  20, 1802,  Commis- 
sioners to  confirm  lands  to  the  proper  settlers  of  Penobscot  and 
Castine.— 13,799. 

Sedgwick,  Jan.  12,  1789.  Nashkeag.  No.  4. — It  was  granted  to  Ed- 
mund Morss  and  others,  March  2, 1762.  Settled.  1763.  Named 
for  Hon.  Theodore  Sedgwick. — 14.124. 

IsLEBOROuoH,  Jan.  28,  1789.  Long  Island  Plantation. — Composed  of 
Long  Island,  Seven  Hundred  Acre  Island,  Job's  Island,  Lime 
Islands,  Marshall's  or  William  Pendleton's  Island,  and  LaaeU's 
Island.    Settled.  1769.-6,747. 

Deer  Isle,  Jan.  30,  1789. — Including  Deer  Island,  Little  Deer  Island, 
and  Isle  au  Haut.  First  settled,  1765.  Deer  Isle  had  80  set^ 
tiers  prior  to  1784.  Confirmed  to  Joseph  Tyler  and  other 
inhabitants,  March  22,  1786;  to  Joseph  and  George  Tyler, 
March  24,  1788,  who  were  to  receive  95  of  each  settler  there 
prior  to  1784,  having  100  acres  of  land,  and  to  pay  the  State 
£A2S,  As  these  two  grantees  had  not  complied  with  such  a 
condition  to  the  Commonwealth,  the  latter  ordered,  March  7, 
1791,  Deer  Island,  and  Sheep  Island  to  be  sold,  excepting  the 
lots  of  the  proper  inhabitants. — 18,420. 

Blue  Hill,  Jan.  30,  1789.  No.  5,  Blue  Hill  Bay.— Granted  March 
2,  1762,  to  Peter  Parker  and  others.  Settled.  1762.  by  Joseph 
Wood  and  John  Roundy.— 28,472. 

Trenton,  Feb.  16,  1789.  No.  1.— Settled,  1763.  Had  300  inhabi- 
tants when  incorporated.^— 17.101. 

Sullivan,  Feb.  16,  1789.  No.  2.— Settled,  1765.  Had  30  families 
in  1768.    Named  for  Gov.  James  Sullivan.— 12,831. 

GoLD'sBORouGH,  Feb.  16,  1789.  No.  3.--Granted.  1762  and  1764. 
to  Nathan  Jones,  Francis  Shaw,  and  Robert  Gould,  for  land  in 
Townshend,  lost  by  running  the  New  Hampshire  line,  and  in- 
stead of  a  grant  made  to  them,  1771,  in  the  westwardly  part  of 
Massachu.setts.  It  was  named  afler  the  last  proprietor,  a  mer* 
chant  of  Boston.  It  was  confirmed  to  its  owners,  October  31 » 
1786.  Col.  Nathan  Jones  had  a  house  and  some  improvements 
on  Slave  Island,  in  1787.-31,561. 

Mount  Desert,  Feb.  17,  ,1789.  Mt.  Mansel;  St.  Saviour.  The 
first  name  was  by  Champlain,  the  pilot  of  De  Monts,  probably, 
in  1605,  when  be  visited  its  coast. — First  settled  by  French 
missionaries,  1608.  Resettled.  1761.  Granted  by  the  King 
of  France,  1688,  to  De  la  Motte  Condillac.  Mt.  Desert  and 
adjacent  islands  had  100  families  in  1787. — 25.527. 
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ViNAUiAYBNy  June  25,  1789.  North  ao4  South  Fox  Islands. — ^I^ 
comprises  the  Fox  Islands  at  the  mouth  of  Penobscot  ^ay.  Hav- 
ing seen,  in  1603,  a  silver  grey  Fox  on  one  of  these  Islands, 
Pring  named  the  whole  of  them  Fox  Islands.-r-Permanently  set*' 
tied,  1765.  Called  fi)r  John  Yinal,  Esq.,  of  Boston.  Vip^J- 
haven  had  72  settlers  prior  to  1784.  Confirmed  to  John  Cal- 
derwood  and  other  ihhabitants,  March  13,  1786. — 16,378. 

Frankfort,  June  25,  1789. — Had  100  families  in  1759.  It  was  en- 
acted, Feb.  12,  1760,  by  our  Legislature,  that  Frankfort  be  a 
Town.— 31,463. 

BucKSPORT,  June  27,  1792.  No.  1,  or  Buckstown,  to  June  12)  1817. 
— Granted  to  James  Duncan  and  others,  March  2,  1762.  Set- 
tled, 1764.  Named  for  Co|.  Jonathan  Buck,  from  .Haverhill. 
—37,435. 

Prosprct»  Feb.  24,  1794.— &  Part  of  Frankfort,  fettled  ^bout  ^759. 
—21,569. 

Caitine,  Feb.  IQ,  1796.     Penobscot  or  Penobscook,    Major  Biffuy- 

duce.' — S.  part  of  Penobscot.    Occupied  by  Plymouth  Traders, 

1626.     The  head-quarters  and  fort  of  D'Aulney  were  here  froiq 

1640  to  1648.    Named  for  Baron  de  Castine.    Resettled  beforq 

1762.-3,810. 

NoRTBPORT,  Feb.  13,  l796.-r-N.  Part  of  Duck  Trap  Plantation.— 
16,129. 

Eden,  Feb.  23,  1796.— N.  Pftrt  of  Mount  Desert.  Settled,  1763.— 
17,166. 

Orlanp,  Feb.  21, 180O.  Eastern  River ;  No.  2. — Granted  to  Benja- 
min Harrod  and  others,  March  2, 1762.  .  Or) and  and  Bucks- 
port  contained  between  60  and  70  families  in  1787. — 26,297. 

Ellsworth,  Feb.  26,  1800.  New  Bowdoin  or  No.  7.— Settled,  1763. 
Sold  to  Leonard  Jarvis  and  others.— 46,886. 

LiNGOLNviLLB,  June  23,  1802.  Duck  Trap.  Canaan. — Population 
of  Canaan  in  1784,  about  396.— 19,X)93. 

ScRRT,  June  21,  1803.  No.  6.— Granted  March  2,  1762,  to  David 
Marsh  and  others. — 12,763. 

Be;.mont,  Feb.  5, 1814.    Green.— Began  to  be  settled,  1790.-19,694. 

Sbarsmont,  Feb.  5,  1814. — ^Part  of  Green  Plantation.  Named  for 
David  Sears,  of  Boston.    Settled,  1804.-23,355. 

Brooks,  Dec.  10,  1816.  Washington. — Named  for  Gov.  Brooks. — 
13,744. 

^  Major  Blguyduee  was  the  name  of  a  French  officer,  whoee  rendence,  on  the 
Peninsula  of  Castine,  was  called  after  bim ;  and  this  gave  the  same  name  to  the 
Peninsula.  It  was  often  pronounced,  by  way  of  contraction,  **  Bagaduce."  It  was 
granted  to  Ebenezer  Thorndilce  and  a  considerable  number  of  others,  who  had 
served  at  Fort  Pownall,  and  were  settled  there  befin^  If  arch  8, 17^S. 
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;  Brooksyillb,  June  13,  1817.— Part  of  Sedgwick,  Castine,  and  Penob- 

i,  8cot.— 14,337. 

Monroe,  Feb.  12,  1818.     Lee.— 21,941. 

SwANviLLE,  Feb.  19,  1818.     Swan's  Tract.— 24,747. 

I  Jackson,  June  12,  1818. — Named  for  President  Andrew  Jackson. 

I  Settled,  1800.-15,697. 

KNox,'^Feb.  12,  1819.— Named  for  General  Henry  Knox.     Settled, 
1800.-15,642. 

Thobndike,  Feb.  15,  1819.    Lincoln  PlanUtion.— Settled,  1799. — 
30,519. 

y  WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

Q  Taken  from  Liocolo  County.'IncoqMraled  June  S5, 1789. 

'  I  

h  Titles  to  Addison,  Harrington,  Machias,  and  Steuben,  are 

J  held  under  Province  grants  before  1783.     All  the  other  Towns 

of  this  County  are  held  by  the  State  grants  and  sales  since  that 
!  period. 

i«  Machias,^  June  23,  1784.     Machises. — Isaac  Allerton  set  up  a  trading 

house  here  about  1630.     Settled  permanently,  1763.-42,977. 

^  Steuben,  Feb.  27,  1795.     No.  4  ;  E.  Side  of  Union  River.— Named 

for  Baron  Steuben.     Granted,  1762.-20,876. 

Columbia,  Feb.  8, 1796.  No.  12  and  13.  W.  of  Machias.— No.  12, 
now  Whiting,  was  confirmed  to  John  Allan,  March  27,  1788, 
if  he  paid  the  State  i£300,  and  granted  certain  lots  to  several 
individuals. — 24,407. 

Addison,  Feb.  14,  1797.  No.  6.  W.  of  Machias. — Named  for  the 
English  writer,  Joseph  Addison.     Granted,  1762. — 17,766. 

Harrington,  June  17,  1797.  Narraguagus.  No.  6.  W.  of  Ma- 
chias.— It  embraces  eleven  Islands.     Granted,  1762. — 18,070. 

Eastport,  Feb.  24,  1798.     Passamaquoddy  Bay.     Moose  Islands,  etc. 

No.  8. — Settled  about  1780.     It  consists  of  Moose,  Dudley, 

Frederic,  Burnt,  and  Patmos  Islands.     General  Court  ordered, 

June  18,  1791,  four  lots,  each  of  320  acres,  one  for  the  first 

minister,  one  for  the  ministry,  one  for  schools,  and  one  for  the 

'  use  of  the  Commonwealth;   100  acres  for  each  settler,  who,  if 

j  there  prior  to  1784,  was  to  pay  five  dollars,  if  subsequently,  ten 

I  dollars,  to  the  State  Treasury,  and  be  free  from  State  taxes  five 

years. — 1,793. 


1  Seventy-four  inhabitants  of  Machias,  partly  soldiers  in  the  French  Wars,  pre- 
sented a  petition  to  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  June»  1767,  that,  having 
entered  on  their  lands  under  the  impression  that  they  belonged  to  the  Crown,  but 
being  now  convinced  that  they  were  owned  by  Massachusetts,  they  may  retain 
fheir  lands  on  as  favorable  terms  as  possible.  They  were  allowed,  the  year  en- 
suing, to  have  the  free  use  of  their  settlen^ent,  which  was  confirmed  April  26, 
1770. 
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JoNBSBOROuGH,  March  4,  1809. — Sold  to  Joha  G.  Jones  and  others, 
Jan.  1,  1789.-42,874. 

Calais,  June  16,  1809.  Namber  5,  on  Schoodic  river. — Sold  to 
Waterman  Thomas,  Jane  27,  1789.-22,702. 

RoBBiNSTON,  Feb.  18,  1811.  Namber  4.— Sold  Oct.  21,  1786,  to 
William  and  Nathaniel  J.  Robbins,  for  whom  it  was  named. — 
16,154. 

LuBEC,  Feb.  21,  1811.  Number  8. — ^Taken  from  Eastport  Settled, 
1780.-10,467. 

Cherrtfield,  Feb.  9,  1816.  Number  11. — Of  the  Lottery  townships, 
on  both  sides  of  the  Narraguagus  River. — 27,003. 

Perry,  Feb.  12,  1818.  Number  1. — Named  for  Commodore  Oliver 
H.  Perrj.  Sold  to  Benjamin  Lincoln  and  others,  March  7, 
1786.  It  contains  Pleasant  Point,  where  the  Passamaquoddy 
Indians  have  their  village. — 17,032. 

Mexico,  Feb.  13,  1818.  Holmanstown. — Sold  to  J.  Holman  and 
others.— 12,712. 

Dbnntsville,  Feb.  13,  1818.  No.  2. — In  E.  division  of  Loftery  town- 
ships. Sold  March  7,  1786,  to  Benjamin  Lincoln  and  others. 
—27,350. 

KENMBBECK  COUNTY.  > 

Taken  from  LidcoId  Coanty.— Incorporaied  Feb.  SO,  1799. 

Original  titles  to  Towns  in  this  Ck)unty  were  derived  as  fol- 
lows. Albion,  Augusta,  Belgrade,  China,  Clinton,  Dearborn, 
Gardiner,  Hallowell,  Harlem,  Monmouth,  Mt.  Yernon,  Pittston, 
Readfield,  Rome,  Sidney,  Tassalborough,  Waterville,  Windsor, 
Winslow,  and  Winthrop,  were  of  the  Plymouth  Company 
Grant.  Green  and  Leeds  are  of  mixed  claims.  The  remain- 
ing Towns  were  granted  and  sold  by  the  Commonwealth. 

Hallowell,  April  26,  1771.  Cushnoe, — First  settled  about  1651. 
Part  of  the  Kennebeck  Purchase.  Questions  about  this  Tract, 
which  had  existed  between  its  proprietors  and  the  Common- 
wealth, were  finally  adjusted,  June  12,  1789.  Named  for  the 
Hallowell  family  of  the  Plymouth  proprietors.— 24,328. 

Winthrop,  April  26,  1771.  Pond  Town.— Settled,  1760.  Within 
the  Plymouth  Patent.  Named  for  the  Winthrop  family.-^ 
23,000. 

Vassalborough,  April  26,  1771. — Settled  about  1760.  Seems  to 
have  been  named  for  the  Vassal  family. — ^26,204. 

Winslow,  April  26,  1771.— Settled  about  1754.  Named  for  General 
John  Winslow.— 21,703. 

>  At  a  searion  of  Massachusetts  Legislature,  of  Oct  7, 1674,  the  Towns  at  Ken- 
nebeck were  incorporated  as  a  County,  by  the  name  of  Kennebeck. 
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f  ITT8T0N,  Feb.  4,  itTd.    Gardiner's  iToWn ;  E.  Part  of  St.  Oedrges. 

»Part  of  the  Plymouth  Patent    t^ettted,  1761,  by  Jt>hn  Wins- 

j  low  and  Ezra  Dalria.    Prineipaliy  ownled  fay  Dr.  Syiv^esler  €kr^ 

diner.— 1(5,776. 

GaBfeNB,  June  16^  17SB.  Lewiatonz-^Sealed  about  177a.  H«d  160 
fannilTes  when  incorporated.  Named  for  Maj.  Gen.  Greene. — 
17,611. 

IlliA'brtELf^,  March  1 1 ,  1791.— N.  Part  of  Winthrop.  A  |or^  of  lend, 
30  mile  strip,  so  called,  was  annexed  to  Aeadfiela^  J^ine  16^ 
1809.    Settled  about  1760.-19,810. 

Monmouth,  Jan.  20,  1799.  Wa^es. — its  present  niaine  was  from  the 
place  in  ^ew  Jersey  wherein  a  noted  battle  of  the  Revolutioo 
was  fought     Settle<i  ahout  1774.-24,520. 

tSVMitlr,  Jan.  30, 1792.— W.  Pk^  of  Vassalboroogh.  SMtl^,  1760. 
Named  for  the  celebrated  English  patriot-— 23,445. 

teoukir  Vernon,  iiite  28,  1792.  Was/hington. — So  called  to  tooi- 
memorate  the  seat  of  Gen.  Washington.  Settled  about  1774.— 
11,567. 

F'A'aabttN'GTON,  Feb.  1,  1794.  Sandy  Itirer;  No.  1.— Sold  to  Dummer, 
Sewall,  and  others.    Settled,  1781.-27,538. 

Nbw  Sharon,  June  20,  1794.  Unity;  Cdbum's  Town.— Sold  to 
Prince,  Baker  and  others.    Settled  about  1776.-25,782. 

ClkNTorr,  Feb.  28, 1795.    Hancbek.*- Settled  'about  1780.-31,145. 

FAVR'rhK,  F^b.  28, 1795.  Sterling.— Sold  1o  Predcott,  WUttiee^  end 
xjthers.- 17,206. 

BnxiBAiiE,  Feb.  3, 1796.  Washfingioll.— Preseott's  and  Oatr'e  Plao- 
tation.- 15,680. 

Harleii,  Fe|).8, 1796.  .Jones's  Plantation.- First  named  fop*  one  of  its 
first  Planters.  8ettle<i,  11^74,  by  Mesisrs.  'darks,  Jon^,  'an<l 
Fish.— 14,064. 

AxTQuairA,  Feb.  20,  1797.     Cushnoc,    Harrington  to  June  9,  1797.— 
N.  Part  of  Hallowell.     First  settled  by  traders  from  Plymoutb 
Colpoy,  1628.    Augusta  petitioned.  Nor.  IB,  1717,  for  a  guard 
I  on  Small  Point  to  protect  iheir  Fishery. — 36,01 1. 

Wayne,  Feb.  12,  1*768.  Pochasstt.  New  fiandwfch.^-Named  for 
Gen.  Anthony  Wayti^.  Begah  to  l>e  tettl^d,  1773,  by  Job  Fid- 
ler,  ftbm  Sandirich,  MsM.— ^0,212. 

LSBDI, 

j 
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LsBDi,  Feb.  16, 1801.    Littleborough.— First  settled,  1779,  by  Thom- 
ais  and  Robert  iStinchiield.- 21,919. 

Chebteryille,  Feb.  20, 1802.    Chester.- First  settled,  l782,l>y  Abra- 
hain  Wymkn.    Sold  t6  DomtHer- Sewall.*— 16,952. 

Vienna,  Feb.  20,  1802.    Goshen;   Wyman's  Plantation.— Sold  to 
"    Prescott,  WhiHier,  and  othehi.— 12,162. 

Wateryillb,  June  23, 1802.— ^sfpitrt  of  Winslow;— 17,^20. 


TOWN*  I»  bX9bBA  CWJirt*. 

^ABlMNEft,  fVb.  17,  i860.  Cbft^esst  or  CM^b^etmtt.  West  Part  of 
Pittstoa.  Taxed,  17M.  Named  folr  Dt.  Sjitetftet  Gardiner,  a 
propri^or.— :20,884. 

TsMPLK,  June  20,  180d.  Abbotstown.  No.  I.— Sold  to  "William 
PfaiMips,  Jr.-^l^OdO. 

W^iLTON)  June  23.  1803.  TjtigstoWb.— Pkrt  bf  Wilton  wks  annexed 
to  Chesterville,  Peb.  18,  1811.  Granted,  1785,  to  heirs  of 
Capt  William  Tyng  and  others,  in  lieu  6f  k  township  granted 
ihem  in  N.  H^,  for  pntfsuing,  in  1709,  the  Indian  enemj  <m 
snow  «hdes.'^28,544. 

Rome,  Itfarch  7,  lB04.^We8t  Pond  Plantation.— 19,379. 

Albion,  March  9,  1804.  Freetown,  Fairfax  and  Ljgonia. — ^Part  of 
Wiitelo#  annexed  to  ft  Match  1,  1810.^20,874. 

Unitt,  June  22,  1804.  l*wenty-fiVe  Mile  Pond  Plantation.  ^Settled 
1782.-19,141. 

< 

WiRDSoa,  March  3,  1809.  New  Waterford— incorporated  as  Malta, 
and  vailed  afterwards  GWrry.— -18,819. 

DEARBORPf,  Feb.  22,  ISld.  WeM  Pond  Ptantation.-^N«medYor  Gen. 
Henry  Dearborn. — 10,161. 

Tao'r,  Feb.  22, 1812.  Bridsetown-^itaoorporated  as  Kingsville ;  chang- 
ed to  J6j,  1814,  and  to  Tr6j  March  16,  l&lS.-^As  Bridgetown, 
it  was  proposed  for  State  taxation,  1777.  Sold  to  W.  Brooks  and 
others,  since  1783.-21,681. 

Fk^BMM,  Jnne  11, 1813.  Soithtown:;  Beatertiill'-fieilled  1794,  bj 
Messrs.  Sinith'sw— 13,302. 

China,  Feb.  5,  1818.— Part  of  Harlem,  Albion  and  Winslohir.— 9,560. 

Takeo  from  the  Counties  of  York  and  Camborland.    locoqMratod  March  i,  1805. 

TitlcM  6f  Bethel,  Gil^^d,  Fryebulrgh,  Hebron,  Jay,  Li^er- 
Itaore,  Lovell,  Sweden,  Paris,  Rutnfolrd,  Tamer  and  Waterford, 
are  derived  from  Province  Grants,  and  of  the  other  towhs,  from 
State  sales  since  1783. 

PRYBlitTRCf^,  Jan.  11,  1^7.  Pigtbaeket.-^J^^mti  Ibr  Col.  JoeetAi 
Frye.    6ranted  1762.    Plttt  aocet^ted  Feb.  84, 1708.-^26,549. 

Turner,  July  7,  1786.  Sylvester  Canada.— Granted  to  Charles  Tur- 
ner und  others,  ^une  25, 1765,  for  Sylvester  Canada  in  N.  B. 
Plttt  acbet)ted  Jtln^  20, 1768.    Settled  1778.--31,aS9. 

Hebron,  March  6,  1792.  Philip's  Oore;  -Shepardsfield. — Granted  to 
Alexander  Bhepard,  Jr.  March  8,  l777,  on  condition  that  he 
deliver  to  the  Legislature  an  accurate  map  of  Maine.  In  1772^ 
Stttnuel  Holland  had  made  'a  water  survey  of  that  Province. 
Ne3ct  year,  he  employed  Shepard  to  draw  an  inland  -BUXPt^f, 
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which  he  finished  1775,  when  hostilities  began,  but  he  did  not 
deliver  his  drafts  to  Holland.  General  Court  called  for  them 
1777,  and,  as  the  result,  made  him  the  above  grant  for  his  aer- 
vice.    Hebron  was  settled  about  1774. — 36,22L 

BucKFiELD,  March  16,  1793.  Bucktown,  or  No.  5. — Named  after 
Abijah  Buck,  one  of  its  settlers.  Settled  1777.  The  inhabi- 
tants purchased  the  township  of  the  Commonwealth,  Nov.  13, 
1788,  at  two  shillings  an  acre. — 15,959. 

Pasis,  June  20,  1793.  No.  4;  Fuller's  Town.— Granted  June  II, 
1771,  to  Joshua  Fuller  and  others,  in  lien  of  a  township  of  N. 
H.,  allowed  1736,  for  service  in  Canada  Expedition  of  1690. 
Plat  accepted  April  22,  1772.     Settled  about  1779.-23,971. 

Jay,  Feb.  26,  1795.  Phips  Canada.— Granted  June  11,  1771,  to  Da- 
vid Phips  and  others,  for  service  in  Canada  Expedition  of  1690. 
Plat  accepted  April  22,  1772.  Named  for  Hon.  John  Jay. 
Jay  and  Canton.— 20,643. 

LivERHORE,  Feb.  28,  1795. — Granted  June  II,  1771,  for  a  township  in 
N.  H.,  which  was  allowed,  1736,  to  Nathaniel  Harris  and  others 
for  service  in  the  reduction  of  Port  Royal.— 27,435. 

Bethel,  June  10,  1796.  Sudbury  Canada. — Granted  June  9,  1768, 
to  Josiah  Richardson  and  others,  for  a  township  in  N.  H.,  al- 
lowed for  service  in  Canada  Expedition  of  1690.  Plat  accept- 
ed July  12,  1769.     Settled  1773.-24,278. 

Waterford,  March  2,  1797. — Granted  to  Rev.  John  Gardner  and 
others,  Feb.  24,  1774,  for  a  township  No.  6,  granted  to  John 
Whitman  and  others,  within  the  line  of  N.  H.  First  settled, 
1775,  by  David  McLain.— 21 ,  192. 

Norway,  March  9,  1797. — Sold  to  Lee,  Rust  and  others.  Contains 
Rustfield,  Lee's  Grant,  Cumming's  Grant,  and  part  of  Water- 
ford.     Church  formed  here  1802.-25,022. 

Hartford,  June  13,  1798.  East  Butterfield.— Sold  to  J.  Parkhurst 
and  others.  East  and  West  Butterfield,  were  named  after  one  of 
their  proprietors.  No.  1  Plantation  annexed  June  20,  1807. — 
19,821. 

Sumner,  June  13,  1798.  West  Butterfield.— Sold  to  J.  Parkhurst 
and  others.     It  was  named  after  Gov.  Sumner. — 15,713. 

RuMFORD,  Feb.  21,1800.  New  Pennicook.^—Granted  to  Timothy 
Walker,  Jr.  and  others,  Feb.  3,  1774,  for  Concord,  in  N.  H. 
SetUed  1777.-19,170. 

LoTELL,  Nov.  15,  1800.  New  Suncook.* — Granted  to  Noah  John- 
son and  others,  Feb  5, 1774,  for  Pembroke  in  N.  H.  Settled 
1777.  Allowed,  Nov.  24,  1788,  a  longer  time  to  complete  the 
requisite  number  of  settlers. — 20,905. 


^  Pennicook  and  Suncook,  Indian  names  for  Concord  and  Pembroke,  in  New 
Hampehire. 
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'  Brownfield,  Feb.  20,  1602.— Sold  to  Henry  Young  Brown,  Jan.  23, 

'  1764,  for  jf200.     Plat  accepted  June  7,  1764.    Granted  June 

'  25,  1766,  a  large  tract  for  what  N.  H.  claimed  on  its  western 

bounds,  and  another  tract  April  26,  1770,  for  a  similar  rea- 
I  son.     Allowed  £50  to  be  deducted  from  his  bond  of  «£200,  as 

I  a  final  settlement  with  the  Province.— 28,866. 

I  Albany,  June  20,  1803.     Oxford  — Sold  to  Joseph  Holt  and  others. 

—14,153. 

I  DixFiBLD,  June  21,  1603. — Sold  to  Jonathan  Holman  and  others.— 

19,130. 

I  Andoyer,  Jane  23,  1804.    East  Andorer  to  1821.*-Sold  to  Samuel 

Johnson  and  others.     Settled   1789,  mostly  by  people  from 

Andover.— 29,433. 

I 

I  Gils  AD,  June  23,   1804.     Peabody's  Patent. — It  had  two  families 

I  Aug  4,    1781,  when  two  men,   the  heads  of  these  families, 

were  slain  by  Indians.     First  named  for  a  principal  proprietor. 

—14,345. 

* 

I  Nbwrt,  June  15,  1805.     Bostwick. — ^Conveyed  to  Mrs.  Bostwick, 

from  whom  its  first  name  was  derived.  Its  present  name  was 
from  a  place  in   Ireland,  whence  some  of  its  settlers  came. 

h  First  settled  by  Messrs.  Barkers,  three  brothers,  from  Methuen 

I  Mass.,  1781.-32,775. 

'  Denmark,  Feb.  20,  1807. — Part  of  Brownfield  and  other  tracts,  part 

of  which  were  granted  to  Fryeburgh  Academy.    Settled  about 
I  1788.-27,623. 

'  Porter,  Feb.  20,  1807.     Porterfield.— Sold  to  J.   Hill  and  others, 

'  1790.     Named  for  Dr.  Aaron  Porter.— 15,693. 

HiRAM,(f  Feb.  20,  1807.— Settled  1780.     Sold  to  P.  Wadsward  and 
'  others.    Incorporated  as  a  town,  June  14,  1814. — 13,612. 

Sweden,  Feb.  26,  1813.    Soiitherly  part  of  Lovell.— 16,525. 

Woodstock,  Feb.  7, 1815.  No.  3. — Composed  of  two  half  townships, 
one  granted  to  Dummer  Academy,  June  14,  1800,  and  another 
to  the  Gorham  Academy,  Feb.  7,  1807.-24,192. 

Greenwood,  Feb.  2,  1816.  No.  4. — Includes  a  grant  to  Phillips 
Academy,  made  March  19,  1809,  and  another  to  Eleazer 
Twitchell  and  associates,  Feb.  1,  1805.-22,574. 

Weld,  Feb.  8,  1616.  Webb's  Pond  Plantation.— Sold  toT.  Russel], 
Jr.— 32,775. 

SOMERSET  COUNTY. 
Taken  from  Kenoebeck  County.    Incorporated  March  1, 1809. 

The  titles  of  Bloomfield,  Canaan,  Cornville  partly,  Industry, 
Fairfield,  Madison  partly,  Mercer  and  Norridgewock,  are  from 
the  Plymouth  Company  Grant,  and  of  the  remaining  towns, 
partly  or  entirely,  are  from  grants  and  sales  of  Massachusetts. 
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CAVA4M,  Jum^  IB,  178&  H«jwo9d|rtown.*-8ettled  1774.  Peter  Hey- 
wood,>De  of  itfl  (rgt  settjari,  I^  present  paine  ^as  for  its  ap- 
parent  feniJUy.-r26.9^. 

Faiufibld,  June  18,  1768.  Uttquowa. — Settled  aboat  1774.  Named 
from  its  fkir  aspect.—- $27,M7. 

NoRRiDGEWocKy  Jonc  16, 1766.  Norridgwag  or  Norridgwoag, — For- 
merly the  settlement  of  the  Norridgewook  Indians.  Settled  by 
the  English,  about  1773.  An  original  letter,  from  Father 
Ralle,  apparency  4a|ed  «l^  Norrigdlevock,  calb  this  place  Nat^, 
rait/5oai£.^23,361. 

aTAExa,  Feb.  38,  1705.  Lower  Sandy  RtTen — Sandy  Riter  was  se^ 
Ued  before  January  15, 1783.  Named  for  Gen.  John  Stark. 
—23,117. 

CoMNViLLB,  Feb.  24,  1799.  Bemardstown  and  No,  2. — iFirst  Raoge 
of  townships,  North  of  and  adjoinmg  to  Plyipouih  Patent. 
Called  fiernardstown  from  Jonathan  Bernard,  one  of  its  pur- 
chasers.    Settled  1794.-27,600. 

Anson,  March  1,  1708.  No.  I.*— In  the  irst  Range  of  towashipa 
North  of  and  adjoining  Plymouth  Patent  &fAA  ta  Samuel 
Titoomb.— 13,078. 

Strong,  Jan.  31,  1601.  Readstown  No.  3. — West  side  of  Kennebeck 
river.  Sold  to  Read  and  Eaton.  Named  afler  Gov.  Strong. 
First  settled  1784.  The  irst  name  was  a^er  one  of  its  pro- 
prietors. *-22,27a 

Avon,  Feb.  22,  1602.  No.  2.— In  Abbot's  purchase.  Sold  to  John 
Phillips.— 26,048. 

New  Vineyard,  Feb  22,  1902.  No.  2.— In  first  Range  of  town- 
ship on  West  side  of  Kennebeck  river.  Sold  to  Smith  aad 
Knowlton.— 30,838. 

Harmony,  June  15,  1803.  Vaughan's  town.«-^raoted  to  Hallowell 
Academy,    Settled  1796.-20,026. 

Industry,  Jane  20,  1803.— Congregational  Charch  gathered  here, 
1602.  Before  being  incorporated,  it  was  called  Industry.^- 
12,462. 

Athens,  March  7,  1604.  Kinsmanstown,  or  No.  2. — rSeeond  Range, 
North  of  the  Plymouth  Claim.  Granted  to  Berwick  Academy, 
—83,608. 

Madison,  March  7,  1804.  Barnard.  Mile  and  half  strip.  No.  1.— - 
Named  for  President  James  Madison.  Settled  by  Jonathan 
Eames  and  others  as  early  as  1780.  Four  fiflhs  of  it  sold  to 
Moses  Bernard  and  others,  1792.— 28^47. 

Emdbn,  June  22,  1804.  No.  1.— Second  Ran^e  West  side  of  Ken- 
nebeck river.    Granted  to  Taunton  Academy. — 19,742. 

Mercer,  June  22,  1604. — ^Part  of  Industry  Plantation. — 15,869. 

Palmyra,  June  20,  1807.     Sheppardstown,  or  No.  5.     Third  range 
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of  townships,  North  of  Waldo  Patent.  Sold  to  Barnard  of  N. 
H.  for  12i  cents  an  acre.  He  conveyed  it  to  Dr.  John 
Warren  of  Boston.  The  first  settler  was  Daniel  Gale,  in  1800. 
—27,177. 

Frbem AN,  March  4,  1808.  Little  River,  No.  3.-*In  the  second  range 
of  townships,  West  of  Kennebeck  river.  Granted,  March  9, 
1791,  and  confirmed,  June  17,  1793,  to  sufferers  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  Falmouth,  afterwards  Portland,  by  the  British  forces  m 
1775.-16,946. 

New  Portland,  March  9,  1808.  No.  2. — In  the  same  range  with 
Freeman.  Granted  and  confirmed  at  the  same  dates,  and  to 
the  same  class  of  sufferers,  as  those  of  Freeman. — 24,689. 

Solon,  Feb.  23,  1809.  Spauldingtown  or  No.  1. — Second  range  of 
townships  East  of  Kennebeck  river.  Settled  about  1782,  by 
Revolutionary  soldiers.  Thomas  Spauiding  was  among  its 
grantees. — ^20,625. 

BiNQHAM,  Feb.  6,  1812.  Carratunk.  No.  1. — In  Bingham  Purchase. 
Settled  1784.  Named  for  the  great  Landholder  in  Maine. — 
19,362. 

Phillips,  Feb.  25,  1812.  Corvo.— Sold  to  Jacob  Abbot,  Feb.  15, 
1794.-22,401. 

St.  Albans,  June  14,  1813.  No.  5. — Fourth  range  of  townships 
North  of  Waldo  Patent.  Sold  to  John  Warren,  1799.— 
28,802. 

Bloomfibld,  Feb.  5,  1814.  WessarunseL — Part  of  Canaan.  Set- 
tled by  Peter  Hey  wood  and  others,  from  Concord,  1771.— 
Il,2b2. 

KiNOFiBLD,  Jan.  24,  1816.  No.  3. — First  range  West  of  Kennebec 
river.  In  Bingham  purchase.  Named  for  Gov.  Wm.  King. 
Settled  1806.— About  29,220. 

Moscow,  Jan.  30,  1816.  Bakerstown  No.  1.— Second  range  of  town«- 
ships  East  side  of  Kennebeck  river.  Settled  as  early  as  1773. 
Named  for  the  Russian  city. — 23,000. 

North  Hill,  June  20,  1816.  No.  2.— Part  of  Bingham  Purchase. 
Settled  1801,  by  Jonathan  duimby. 

CoRRiNfVA,  Dec.  II,  1816.  No  4. — Fourth  range.  Sold  by  Massar 
chusetts  to  Dr.  John  Warren,  JuneSO,  1804.-21,509. 

RiPLBT,  Dec.  11,  1816.— Sold  Sept.  27,  1803,  to  John  S.  Fary.  Set- 
tled 1804.    Named  for  Gen.  Eleac^r  W.  Ripley.-*-28,673. 

Warsaw,  June  19, 1819.— Settled  1796. 

Hartland,  Feb.  7,  1820.  Warrenstown.— Sold  to  John  Warren* 
Settled  1804..— 34,264. 
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PENOBSCOT  COUNTY. 

Taken  from  Hancock  Coanty.    Incorporated  Feb.  15, 1816. 

With  regard  to  the  titles  of  towns  in  this  County, — Bangor, 
Hampden,  Hermon  and  Newburgh,  excepting  3,200  acres  re-      , 
served  for  settlers,  which  reverted  to  the  State, — were  granted      ' 
by  Massachusetts  to  the  proprietors  of  Waldo  Patent,  to  make       |^ 
up  a  deficiency  in  the  tract,  which  belonged  to  them.     The 
titles  of  the  other  towns  are  based  on  grants  and  sales  of  our 
Commonwealth.     The  several  ranges,  designated  for  part  of  the 
following  towns,  are  all  North  of  Waldo  Patent. 

Orrington,  March  21, 1788.  New  Worcester;  No.  9. — East  side  of 
Penobscot  river.  Granted  March  'i,  1762.  Settled  1770. 
Confirmed  to  Simeon  Fowler  and  other  inhabitants,  who  had 
purchased  their  lands  of  Moses  Knapp  and  associates,  by  the 
Legislature,  March  24,  1786,  for  j^3,000.  The  grantees  were 
empowered,  Feb.  21,  1791,  to  quiet  settlers  there  on  account 
of  the  State.— 11,759. 

Bangor,  Feb.  25,  1791.  Kendusheag.  Plantation  of  Sandusky. — 
Settled  1770.  The  Legislature  resolved,  March  5,  1801,  that 
each  settler  there  prior  to  1784,  have  100  acres  confirmed  to 
him  for  $8,45  cents,  and  each  settler  there,  from  Jan.  1,  17B4, 
to  Feb.  17,  1798,  have  100  acres  deeded  to  him  for  $100. — 
It  is  related,  that  Bangor  was  so  called  for  the  Psalm  tune  of 
the  same  name.  This  was  proposed  to  the  Legislature  by  Rer. 
Seth  Noble,  who  was  very  fond  of  the  tune,  though  he  had 
been  instructed  to  have  the  town  denominated  Sunbury,  on 
account  of  its  pleasant  location. — 18,740. 

Hampocn,  Feb.  24,  1794.  Sowadabscook,  Wheeler's  Borough. — 
Plantation  of  Sowadabscook  and  part  of  Frankfort.  Named  in 
memory  of  John  Hampden,  the  English  Patriot  Settled 
1772,  by  emigrants  from  Cape  Cod.  Confirmed  to  Edward 
Smith  and  other  settlers  there,  Nov.  30,  1785,  at  six  shillings 
an  acre,  and  to  its  inhabitants  by  the  Legislature,  June  19, 
1795.-22,288. 

• 

Orono,  March  12,  1806.  Stillwater. — Named  for  Orono,  an  Indian 
Chief.     Settled  1774.-21,940. 

DizMONT,  Feb.  28,  1807.  College  Township,  No.  3. — First  range. 
Donation  to  Bowdoin  College.     Settled  1799.-21,284. 

ft 

Eddinoton,  Feb.  22,  1811.— Granted  June  29,  1785,  to  Jonathan 
Eddy,  Esq.,  and  other  refugees  from  Nova  Scotia.  Named  for 
Col.  Joseph  Eddy.— 9,834. 

Carmbl,  June  21,  1811.  No.  3. — Second  range.  Sold  to  M.  King»- 
ley,  by  Massachusetts,  March  2,  1795.— 22,623. 
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Corinth,  June  21,  1811.  No.  2.— Fourth  range.  Sold  by  the  State 
to  John  Peck.     Settled  about  1802.-23,010. 

ExETBR,  Feb.  16,  1811.  Blasedeltown,  No.  3. — Fourth  range. 
Granted  to  Marblehead  Academy,  March  11,  1793.-22,682. 

Garland,  Feb.  16,  1811.  No.  3.— Fifth  range.  Granted  Williams 
College,  June  2,  1798.-22,536. 

Charlestown,  Feb.  16,  1811.  New  Charlestown,  Na  2.— Fifth 
range.    Sold  July  14,  1802,  to  John  Lowell,— 24,794. 

Brewer,  Feb.  22,  1812.  Knapp's  PlanUtion.— North  part  of  Orring- 
ton.  Sold  to  Moses  Knapp  and  others.  Named  for  John 
Brewer  of  Worcester.    Began  to  be  settled  1770.-23,708. 

Sebec,  Feb.  28,  1812.  8ehec,  No.  4. — Seventh  range.  Sebec,  No. 
4,  Foxcroft,  No.  5,  Guilford,  No.  6,  and  Abbot,  No.  7,  all  of 
the  seventh  range,  were  granted  to  Bowdoin  College,  in  1796. 
Settled  about  1805.-22,228. 

Foxcroft,  Feb.  29,  1812.  No.  5. — Seventh  range.  Named  for  J(h 
seph  E.  Foxcroft,  a  proprietor.     Settled  1805. — 17,915. 

Levant,  June  14,  1813.  Kenduskeag.  No.  2. — Third  range.  Sold 
to  WiUiam  Wetmore,  1792.-22,325. 

Sangerville,  June  13,  1814.  Amestown. — Sold  to  John  S.  Fary. 
Named  for  Calvin  Sanger,  a  principal  proprietor.  Settled 
1806.-24,216. 

Heruon,  June  14,  1814.    No.  2. — Second  range. — ^24,360. 

Newport,  June  14,  1814.  Great  East  Pond  Plantation. — Sold  to 
David  Green  of  Boston,  and  surveyed  in  1792.  Settled  1807. 
—21,104. 

Guilford,  Feb.  8, 1816.    No.  6. — Seventh  range. — 6,663. 

Dexter,  June  17,  1816.  Elkinston,  No.  4. — Fifth  range.  Sold  to 
Amos  Bond  and  others,  March  13,  1804.  Settled  1801. — 
25,522. 

Atkinson,  Feb.  12, 1819.  St.  Loe  Plantation,  No.  2. — Sixth  range. 
Sold  to  E.  Sigoumey.    Settled  1804.-23,017. 

Newburoh,  Feb.  15,  1819.  No.  2.— First  range.  Settled  1794.^ 
17,4»7. 

Etna,  Feb.  15,  1820. — Granted  to  Bowdoin  College.  Settled  about 
1804.  Etna  was  the  last  incorporated  town  of  Maine,  before 
it  became  an  independent  State. — ^25,708. 
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It  win  be  perceived,  that  tlie  two  defcriptiom  of  Robert  Gorges'  torritory  do  not 
agree.  They  are  given  as  found.  It  is  not  unlikely,  that  his  first  grant  waa  en- 
larged by  the  Council  for  New  England,    p.  10. 

Though  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  would  very  probably  have  been  presented  for  the 
General  Groremor  of  New  EIngland,  by  the  Council  for  such  jurisdiction,  had  they 
not  been  dissolved,  still  he  was  appointed  to  the  office,  as  stated  on  p.  68,  by  the 
King.    p.  IS. 

By  the  word  *  Commonwealth,'  under  *  Towns  fai  Massachusetts,'  is  intended,  Hn 
present  territory  with  what  has  been  taken  from  it  fi>r  the  States  there  named.  Hid, 
also,  ibr  Maine,    p.  18. 

The  Act  of  our  Legislature,  which  ceded  lands,  between  the  Hudson  and  Blla- 
sissippi  rivera,  to  the  United  States,  was  dated  Nov.  18,  1784,  and  confirmed 
March  15, 1785.    p.  25. 

The  usual  date  fiir  the  incorporation  of  *  Salisbury,'  has  been,  Oct  7,  1640, 
when  it  was  altered  from  Colchester,  to  its  present  name.    p.  82. 

Instead  of  *  1843,'  read  *  1643,'  as  the  year  when  Middlesex  was  incorporated, 
p.  88. 

By  one  authority,  *  Ware'  was  called  *  The  Manor  of  Peace,'  in  1751.    p.  87. 

In  the  note,  respecting  the  incorporation  of  *  Barnstable,'  read  *  vol.  i.,'  ^T*<Ttftad  of 
«T0l.  ii.'    p.  44. 

For  *  Harwlck,'  read  <  Harwich.*    p.  45. 

Under  '  Brookfield,*  supply  <  1,'  after  *  June.'    p.  47. 

In  place  of  '  John  Bonython,'  read  '  Richard  Bonython.'    p.  61. 

The  <  Episcopacy,'  mentioned  at  the  top  of  page  64,  was  particularly  required  Car 
-  the  Colony  of  Gorges. 

Under  <  Scarborough,'  is  <  Commock,'  which  some  spell '  Cammock.'    p.  82. 

Under  *  MInot,'  is  *  Emory,'  which  the  family  write  *  Emery.'    p.  88. 

The  *  Holland,'  named  on  p.  93,  was  a  Captain,  and  commissioned  hj  flie  Britieh 
Government  to  survey  their  coast  in  America. 

The  grant  to  Dummer  Academy,  under  '  Woodstock,'  was  first  made  Feb.  27, 
1797,  and  to  Gorham  Academy,  June  20, 1808.    p.  96. 

Under  *  Greenwood,'  for '  1809,*  read  <  1800,'  the  grant  to  Phillip's  Academy  be- 
ing confirmed  the  latter  year,  but  first  made  Feb.  27, 1797.  The  grant  to  Twitehell 
and  others*  was  first  made  June  18, 1800.    p.  95. 
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Beighti,  Latitadci  ud  Longiladei  of  Emiieneei  in  Hauaeliiuetti, 

▲BOYS   THE  LEVEL   OF   THE   BRA. 


Nunei. 

Alum-pond  Hill, 
AldeD'8  Hill, 
Ayer's  Hill, 
Bald  Peak, 
Bald  Hill, 
Bear  Mountain, 
Becket  Station, 
Blue  Hill, 
Bourne's  Hill, 
Bumsket  Hill, 
Colonel's  Mountain, 
Clarksburg  Station, 
Chandler's  Hill, 
Castle  Hill, 
Codden's  Hill, 
Copecut  Station, 
Dug  Hill, 
French's  Hill, 
Fay's  Mountain, 
Falmouth  Station, 
Fall  River  Station, 
German's  Hill, 
Great  Meadow  Hill, 
Great  Rock  Hill, 
Great  Hill, 
Hilliard's  Knob, 
Hitchcock's  Hill, 
Hawse's  Hill, 
Hatchet  Hill, 
High  Ridge, 
Holt's  Hill, 
Hyannis  Station, 
Jackson's  Hill, 
Joe's  Rock  Hill, 
Manomet  Hill, 
Mendal's  Hill, 
Monk's  Hill, 
More's  Hill, 
Mount  Daniel, 
Mount  Esther, 
Mount  Grace, 
Mount  Lincoln, 
Mount  Tom, 
MuggecHm, 


Loealioo. 

Douglass, 
Middleborough, 
Haverhill, 
Mt.  Washington, 
Douglass, 
Wendell, 
Becket, 
Milton, 
Sandwich, 
Pazton, 
Palmer, 
Clarksburg, 
Worcester, 
Saugus, 
Marblehead, 
Fall  River, 
Blandford, 
Peru, 

Westborough, 
Falmouth, 
Fall  River, 
Yarmouth, 
Rehoboth, 
ii 

Rochester, 

Wales, 
Barre, 

Southbridge, 

Williamsburg, 

Andover, 

Barnstable, 

Blandford, 

Wrentham, 

Plymouth, 

Fairfaaven, 

Kingston, 

Goshen, 

Webster, 

Whately, 

Warwick, 

Pelham, 

Northampton, 

Charlton, . 


Feet. 

777.61 

]  77.66 

399^23 

2,623.65 

713.56 

1,281.33 

2,19a87 

635.05 

297.27 

1,407.42 

1,171.61 

2,272.34 

748.37 

287.99 

117.75 

355.00 

1,622.48 

2,239.40 

706.87 

192.78 

259.05 

136.48 

265.54 

247.77 

126.98 

1,119.74 

1,189.64 

1,285.00 

1,015.94 

1,479.88 

422.95 

81.42 

1,717.21 

485.64 

394.25 

146J29 

312.93 

1,713.08 

785.07 

995.12 

l,628iil 

1,245.92 

1,213.62 

.1,011.62 


Latitade. 

O     '     // 

42  01  14.89 

41  49  48.51 

42  48  23.80 
42  06  07.28 
42  02  44.62 
42  35  13.99 
42  18  06.85 
42  12  44.03 

41  44  00.07 

42  18  05.58 
42  14  09.66 
42  44  03.90 
42  16  15.70 
42  29  20.03 
42  30  59.63 
42  43^7.36 
42  12  25.46 
42  25  38.67 
42  14  24.31 
4135  53.19 
4142  39.41 
41  41  28.94 
41  52  45.33 

41  51  32.57 
4142  33.41 

42  18  20.36 
42  05  07.61 
42  27  26.79 
42  01  39.86 
42  26  55.38 
42  38  28.54 

41  37  53.36 

42  10  20.29 
42  01  53.27 
4155  38.91 
41  42  03.16 

41  57  39.33 

42  27  53.29 
42  0141.91 
42  27  10.45 
42  41  29.56 
42  21  49.61 
42  14  30.95 
42  08  02.43 


Loofitodfl. 

O       I      II 


7146 

70  57 

71  03 
73  26 

71  42 

72  25 

73  09 
7107 
70  29 
7154 

72  14 

73  09 
7147 
7103 

70  51 

71  03 

72  56 

73  02 
7138 
70  37 
7109 

70  12 

71  13 

71  17 
70  43 

72  30 
72  15 
72  07 
72  05 

72  43 
7106 

70  18 

73  00 

71  24 
70  35 
70  53 
70  43 

72  47 
7148 
72  40 
72  21 
72  25 
72  39 
7157 


04.71 
20.51 
46.15 
22.89 
54.98 
54.18 
09.90 
10.84 
28.25 
10.74 
19.15 
55.96 
31.07 
00.01 
34.98 
54.65 
49.70 
39.27 
01.84 
22.41 

oa79 

52.03 
20.65 
33.98 
37.61 
59.83 
56.25 
27.63 
07.00 
28.61 
41.57 
42.92 
12.81 
36.01 
44.96 
17.57 
40.59 
22.67 
29.73 
26.48 
41.92 
45.80 
17.06 
46.15 
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LATITUDES  AND  LONGITUDES  OF  OBJECTS, 


N( 


Nahant  Station, 
Packard's  Mountain, 
Proven's  Mountain, 
Perry's  Peak  Station, 
Peaked  Mountain, 
Prospect  Hill, 


It 


tt 


ti 


II 


Powow  Hill, 
Railcut  Hill, 
Red  Brush  Hill, 
Saddle  Mountain, 
ScituateHill, 
Seymore's  Hill, 
Sprague's  Hill, 
Spruce  Hill, 
Telegraph  Hill, 
Tuft's  Hill, 
Wachuset  Mountain, 
Walnut  Hill, 
Watatick  Hill, 
Winchel's  Mountain, 


Loeation. 

Lynn, 

New  Salem, 
West  Springfield 
Richmond, 
Monson, 
Waltham, 
Hinghani, 
Rowley, 
Salisbury, 
Gloucester, 
Wrentham, 
Adams, 
Cohasset, 
Sandisfield, 
Bridge  water, 
II 

Marshfield, 

New  Braintree, 

Princeton, 

Gbarlemont, 

Ashbumham, 

Granville, 


89.90 
1,277.82 

,  664.83 

2,089.01 

1,238.77 

482.27 

243.23 

264.35 

328.02 

204.68 

455.66 

3,505.00 

179.96 

1,696.05 

192.26 

2,568.38 

205^ 

1,179.30 

2,018.12 

1,887.94 

1,847;35 

1,362.45 


Lfttitod*. 

O     t      II 


Loagltad*. 

O     I     II 


42  25 
42  27 

42  05 
42  25 
42  02 
42  23 
42  11 
42  42 
42  51 
42  37 
42  01 
42  38 
42  14 
42  03 
42  00 
42  40 
42  06 
42  19 
42  29 
42  39 
42  41 
42  03 


40.64 
40.96 
04.58 
15.81 
51.06 
19i25 
35.01 
19.71 
57.72 
43.40 
49.83 
14.42 
15.00 
27.85 
18.17 
1293 
53.99 
79.90 
21i21 
06.37 
49.12 
29.17 


70  55 
72  21 

72  42 

73  33 

72  20 

71  15 
70  51 
70  53 
70  56 
70  39 
7122 

73  10 
70  50 
73  06 
70  58 
73  04 
70  42 

72  05 
7153 
72  46 
7153 
72  54 


34.58 

32.14 

39.12 

12:48 

47.03 

33-76 

44.63 

50,71 

3a46 

15.40 

42J21 

22.11 

06.66 

37.64 

17.87 

32.87 

07.31 

24.96 

33.88 

51.60 

54.97 

3a41 


latitudes  and  longitndei  of  Objects,  whose  positions  liare  been  detemincd 

bf  Seeondarjr  Triangles, 


Adams  North  Church, 

n         South  /' 

Amherst  South  Church,     . 
"        College  Chapel,    . 
Ashby  Church, 
Athol  North  Church, 
Abington  two  steepled  Church, 
Acton  Church, 
Amesbury  West  Church,    . 
Andover  North-east  Church, 
Attleboro'  East  Church,  ,   . 
Barre  Church, 
Becket,  Wad  man's  Station, 
Belchertown  Church, 
Boylston  Church,    . 
Brookfield  Church, 
Bedford  Church,     . 
Berkley  Church,     . 
Bellingham  tall  spired  Church, 
Beverly  white  spired  Church, 
Billerica  tall  spired  Church, 
Bozboro'  Church,    . 
Bradford  West  Cliurch, 
Braintree  Chufcfa, 


o  /    // 

O   /    // 

42  41  59.74 

73  07  03.71 

42  37  11.04 

73  07  48.88 

42  18  46.83 

72  30  84.70 

42  22  15.61 

72  31  28.49 

42  40  41.91 

71  49  33.62 

42  35  33.29 

72  13  25.69 

42  04  45.16 

70  56  30.63 

42  29  30.13 

71  26  21.10 

42  50  07.18 

71  00  31.61 

42  41  03.89 

71  07  04.08 

41  56  42.55 

71  17  16.86 

42  25  23.70 

72  06  42.40 

42  17  20.06 

73  06  15.55 

42  16  42.76 

72  24  27.15 

42  21  ia21 

71  44  26.04 

42  12  54.73 

72  06  32.19 

42  29  29.76 

71  17  07.41 

41  50  32J20 

71  05  19.64 

42  05  10.14 

71  28  47.08 

42  34  3a92 

70  54  05.20 

42  33  34.16 

71  16  30.46 

42  29  30.17 

71  31  59.20 

42  46  01.98 

71  04  5a59 

42  11  58.73 

71  00  47.63 

DETERMINED  BY  SECONDARY  TRIANGLES. 
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Nftmet  of  Objeeto. 

Latitude. 

LoDfitude. 

0    /       // 

o    /       // 

Bridgewater  Church, 

42  14  10.14 

70  59  03.38 

Brighton  Church, 

42  21  58.20 

71  09  31.29 

Boston  Hoilis  Street  Church, 

42  20  59.81 

71  04  11.12 

Brookline,  Dr.  Pierce's  Church,     . 

42  19  38.56 

71  00  07.43 

Bamstahie  Court  house, 

41  42  06.07 

70  18  33.81 

Brewster  Church, 

41  45  4a33 

70  05  12.94 

Becket  Church, 

42  17  04.27 

73  04  16.40 

Bemardston  Church, 

42  40  16.10 

72  33  22.18 

Blandford  North  Church, 

42  12  10.81 

72  56  45.88 

"         South       "         .            •           1 

42  10  55.22 

72  56  07.86 

Cheshire  Bound's  Rocks,    • 

42  35  25.14 

73  12  21.34 

''        Church  on  hill,    . 

42  34  29.75 

73  07  14.21 

"             "      in  valley, 

42  33  46.35 

73  09  57.96 

Chester  old  Church, 

42  17  23.74 

72  55  50.23 

Chesterfield  Church, 

42  23  31.22 

72  50  49.96 

Charlton            ti                •            .            . 

42  08  0a32 

71  58  30.95 

Cambridge         n       stone  colored, 

42  22  29.11 

71  07  28.85 

Canton  Gothic  Church, 

42  10  32.06 

71  08  22.13 

Carlisle  Church,      .           .           •           . 

42  31  42.13 

71  21  18.69 

Carver        n        »    . 

41  55  10.20 

70  48  10.39 

Charlestown  Bunker  Hill  Monument, 

42  22  35.47 

71  03  58.52 

Chelmsford  Middlesex  Church, 

42  38  11.58 

71  21  19.87 

Chelsea  Village  Church,     . 

42  24  33.41 

70  30  44.15 

Cohassett  Church, 

42  14  35.99 

70  48  31.36 

Concord         "                     .            .            , 

42  27  35.75 

71  21  14.78 

Dan  vers  Village  Church,     . 

42  31  28.14 

70  55  54.27 

Dartmouth  Padanaram  Church,     • 

41  35  20.14 

70  56  45.77 

Dedham  Church,  near  Court  house, 

42  14  57.30 

71  10  59.28 

Dalton  Church, 

42  28  28.19 

72  55  38.34 

Deerfield  Church,    .            .            .            , 

42  32  36.95 

72  36  39.70 

ff        Bloody  Brook  Church, 

42  29  04.82 

72  36  40.78 

Dudley  Church,       .            .            .            , 

42  02  45.32 

71  56  11.08 

Dorchester,  Dr.  Harris's  Church,    • 

42  18  29.99 

71  04  03.77 

Dover  Church,        .            .            .            . 

42  14  40.42 

71  17  18.77 

Dracut  Church,  near  Pawtucket  bridge,    . 

42  39  03.20 

71  20  16.37 

Dunstable  square-towered  Church, 

42  40  27.96 

71  29  18.63 

Dnxbui7  Village  Church,   . 

42  02  08.34 

70  40  31.08 

Dennis  South  Village  North  Church 

41  40  34.31 

70  09  40.54 

Easthampton  Church, 

42  16  17.50 

72  40  41.42 

Egremont  Church  by  Hollenbeck's  tavern. 

»        42  09  38.69 

70  25  17.40 

East  Bridgewater  Church, 

42  01  46.51 

70  57  29.48 

Easton  Church,       .            .            •            . 

42  02  11.29 

71  06  09.87 

.  Essex  old  Church, 

42  38  00.50 

70  47  10.38 

Easiham  Church, 

41  50  28.30 

69  59  19.87 

Edgartown  Church, 

41  35  16.54 

70  31  15.00 

Fall  River  Baptist  Church, 

41  41  59.71 

71  08  30.11 

Falmouth  Church, 

41  33  14.97 

70  37  29.46 

Foxboro'  tall -spired  Church, 

42  03  54.38 

71  15  2377 

Fraroingham  North  Church,  in  village,     . 

42  18  13.73 

71  26  24.53 

Franklin  Church,  (siuce  pulled  down). 

42  05  23.24 

71  24  25.79 

Freetown  Assonett  North  Church, 

41  47  46.10 

71  04  26.21 

Goshen  North  Church, 

42  26  50.49 

72  48  36.32 

Great  Barrington  Church, 

42  11  42.50 

73  22  06.26 

Granville  West  Church,     ., 

42  04  40.48 

72  57  02.19 

Greenfield  Church, 

42  35  14.78 

72  36  27.21 

Onifloii  UnicariaQ  Church, 

14 

43  12  25.95 

71  41  26M 

I' 

I 
Jl. 
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JATITUDKS  AND  LONGITUDES  OF  OBJECTS, 


ti 


It 
It 


Mamef  of  Objeetf. 

Oranby  West  Church, 

GrotoD  Church, 

Georgetown  tall-spired  Church, 

Gloucester  Harbor  Church, 

Groton  tall-spired  Church, 

Hatfield  Church,     • 

Hawley  Church, 

Heath  »' 

Hadley  Church, 

Hardwick  Church, 

Hanrard         »' 

'/       Baptist  Church, 
Holdeo  Church, 
HubbardstoD  Church, 
Halifax  Church, 
Hamilton  Church, 
Hanover         " 
Hanson  '' 

Haverhill  West  brick  Church, 
Hinghain  Old  Colony  House, 
Holliston  Church,    . 
Hopkinton 
Harwich 
Ipswich 
Kingston  Village  Church, 
Lee  Church, 

Lenox  Church  on  the  hill, 
Lancaster  Church, 
Leicester        " 
Long  Meadow  West  Church, 

n  n    '         East  " 

Ludlow  Putts  bridge  Factory, 

Lunenburg  Church, 

Lexington        /r 

Lincoln  »» 

Lowell,  St  Ann's  Church, 

Lynn  Church, 

Lynnfield  Church, 

Middlefield  Church, 

Mount  Washington  Church, 

Marlborough,  Church, 

Milbury  Church, 

Maiden  square-tower  Church, 

Manchester  bhurch, 

Mansfield  *i 

Marblehead  square-tower  Church, 

Marshfield  Church, 

Medfield  *> 

Medford  new  Church, 

Med  way  Factory  Village  Church, 

Mendon  Church, 

Methuen  square-tower  Church, 

Middleboro'  four-corners  Church, 

Middleton  old  Church, 

Mil  ford  Church, 

Milton  old  Church, 


Utitndt. 

Loofitod*. 

O      1         II 

o    /        // 

42  15  31.97 

72  32  27.47 

42  36  21.51 

71  34  22^6 

42  43  11.75 

70  59  26.89 

42  36  4ai7 

70  40  17.17 

42  36  21.40 

71  34  22.G6 

42  22  10.97 

72  36  1 1.73 

42  34  47.00 

72  53  48.18 

42  40  26.00 

72  49  a9.81 

42  20  44.40 

72  36  11.50 

42  21  01.35 

72  12  27A3 

42  30  08.49 

71  35  25.83 

42  29  29.22 

71  37  24.63 

42  21  04.24 

72  18  45.08 

42  28  31.43 

72  00  41.23 

41  59  28.34 

70  51  59.43 

42  37  22.09 

70  51  ^521 

42  06  48.94 

70  49  12.73 

42  03  3a63 

70  52  48.72 

42  47  15.04 

71  08  19;^ 

42  14  52.45 

70  52  40.17 

42  12  06.35 

71  26  08.G7 

42  13  4a76 

71  31  29.55 

41  41  12.46 

70  04  51.63 

42  40  53.35 

70  50  28.49 

41  59  36.:33 

71  44  09.93 

42  18  17.10 

73  15  20.18 

42  21  48.76 

73  17  21.36 

42  27  20.31 

71  40  44,17 

42  14  49.40 

71  54  46.73 

42  03  01.58 

72  34  51.11 

42  03  46.ro 

72  30  59.09 

42  09  25.72 

72  29  29.54 

42  35  42.80 

71  43  51.05 

42  26  58.26 

71  14  09.74 

42  25  40.33 

71  18  31.15 

42  38  46.78 

71  19  02.04 

42  27  h\5l\ 

70  57  24.83 

42  32  22.90 

70  03  13.43 

42  20  54.65 

73  01  09.34 

42  05  58.73 

73  28  21.26 

42  20  48.11 

71  37  27.39 

42  11  08.72 

71-47  29.51 

42  25  24.25 

71  04  20.73 

42  34  30.41 

70  44  24.43 

42  01  27.68 

71  13  21.74 

42  30  21.57 

70  51  23.00 

42  08  30.43 

70  45  46.51 

42  11  15.10 

71  18  43.97 

42  25  14.42 

71  07  14.32 

42  08  26.88 

71  24  15.91 

42  06  20.23 

71  33  ;35.97 

42  43  46.01 

71  11  29.65 

42  46  27.86 

70  54  51.40 

42  35  45.46 

71  00  4&80 

42  08  21.96 

71  31  39.56 

42  15  12.83 

71  05  08J33 

DETEtlMINBD  BT  SBCONDART  TRIANGLES 
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NftiMf  of  Objeeti. 

New  Marlborough  South  Church, 

Northampton  Congregational  Church, 

Norwich  old  Church,  without  spire, 

New  Braintree  Church, 

New  Salem  Church, 

Northbridge  new  Church, 

Northfield  Church, 

Natick  new  tall-spire  Church, 

Needham  tall-spire  Church, 

New  Bedford  Mariner's  Church, 

Newbury  port  Harris  Street  Church, 

Newton  tall-spire  Church, 

North  Bridge  water       " 

Norton  Church, 

Otis  Centre  Church, 

Oakham  Church, 

Orleans  Congregational  Church, 

Peru  Church, 

Pittsfield  Church, 

Pelham  old  Church,  without  spire. 

Petersham         " 

Prescott  ft 

Princeton  old  Church,  on  hill, 

Pawtucket  Church,  tall  spire, 

Plymouth  Court  house, 

Plympton  Church, 

Providence  College  or  University  Hall,  (R, 

Provincetown  Church, 

Quincy  stone 

Richmond 

Rutland 

Randolph  Church  with  clock 

Reading  it 

Rehoboth  new  Church, 

Rochester,  Matapoisett,  Church, 

Rowley  Church, 

Rozbury,  Dr.  Porter's  Church, 

Sandisfield  Village  Church, 

Sheffield  Church,    . 

Southampton  Church 

Shirley  Church, 

Shrewsbury  North  C|iarcb, 

Shutesbury  Church, 

South  Hadley  Church, 

Spencer  Church, 

Springfield  Court  house, 

Sunderland  Church, 

Sutton  Church, 

Salem  East  India  Marine  Hall, 

Salisbury  New  Church, 

Scituate  Church,     • 

Seekonk  clock  Church, 

Sharon  old  yellow  Church, 

Sherburne  Church, 

Somerset  Bower's  shore  Church, 

Soath  Reading  Church, 


LatiCnda. 

/        // 


Lonfitude. 

O     '        // 


ft 


tf 


It 


I.) 


42  05 
42  19 
42  16 
42  19 
42  BO 
42  08 
42  41 
42  17 
42  17 

41  38 

42  48 
42  20 
42  05 

41  58 

42  II 
42  21 

41  47 

42  26 
42  26 
42  23 
42  29 
42  2;3 
42  27 
41  52 
41  57 
41  57 

41  49 

42  02 
42  15 
42  23 
42  22 
42  09 
42  34 
41  50 

41  39 

42  43 
42  19 
42  06 
42  06 
42  14 
42  34 
42  25 
42  27 
42  15 
42  14 
42  06 
42  27 
42  09 
42  31 
42  50 
42  12 

41  50 

42  07 
42  14 

41  46 

42  30 


54.40 
09.09 
43.13 
01.35 
00.61 
02.11 
27.01 
03.17 
46.44 
06.46 
32.15 
03.49 
07.18 
01.90 
40.88 
13.82 
04.93 
18.01 
55.60 
32.83 
18.03 
33.43 
19.64 
36.27 
26.56 
21.48 
34.48 
51J22 
04.66 
26.16 
34.78 
45.83 
31.78 
26.56 
44.05 
07.16 
48.21 
41.71 

dao6 

45.20 
21.40 
04.55 
10.67 
31.56 
47.22 
03.59 
5ai6 
01.54 
18.52 
34.60 
01.02 
29.32 
27.04 
27.77 
18.08 
26.41 


73  14 
72  38 
72  50 

72  02 
71  20 
71  40 
71  42 

70  21 

71  17 
70  55 

70  52 

71  11 
71  01 

71  11 

73  05 

72  02 

69  58 

73  03 
73  15 
72  23 
72  11 

72  21 
71  53 
71  23 

70  40 

70  49 

71  24 

70  11 

71  00 

73  22 
71  57 
71  02 
71  05 
71  15 
70  49 

70  53 

71  05 
73  08 
73  21 

72  45 
71  38 

71  43 

72  24 
72  34 
72  59 

72  a5 

72  35 
71  46 
70  53 
70  51 

70  46 

71  21 
71  11 
71  22 
71  00 
71  04 


23.19 
14.93 
42.89 
53.27 
16.50 
41.73 
44.62 
09.45 
67.30 
44.39 
41.30 
58.88 
32.96 
35.73 
56.36 
53.17 
45.61 
11.33 
36.12 
37.22 
34.09 
04.93 
15.10 
12.56 

\9sa 

13.43 
34.41 
42.98 
30.84 
2a80 
44.33 
50.50 
00.59 
27.12 
29.67 
07.25 
42.90 
49.33 
39.29 
58.61 
20.80 
09.19 
57.74 
53.62 
42.89 
44.93 
11.29 
02.96 
53.03 
5a53 
39.53 
21.66 
05.61 
3a76 
20.98 
42.43 
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N«MtorOb>eU. 


t.i 


Southboro*  Church,  •  .  .42 

StoughtoD  Church,  with  clock,       .  .        42 

Swanzey  Church,  near  Luther's  tavern,  •  41 
Sandwich  Unitarian  Church,  .  .41 

Tolland  old  Church,  without  spire,  .        42 

Tynngham        "  ...        42 

Templeton         //  ...        42 

Taunton  Church,  opposite  Bristol  County  house  41 
Tewksfoury  Church,  .  .  .42 

Tiverton  Church,  at  the  stone  bridge,  (R.  I.)  41 
Topsfield  '/....  42 
Tyngsboro'  r/  .  .  .  .42 

Truro  n  ,  •  •  .41 

Upton  *f  .  .  .  .42 

Uxbridge      ^        dark  colored,      .  .      '  42 

Washington  Church,  .  •  .42 

Westfield  Church,  .  .  .  .42 

West  Springfield  Church,  north  of  Academy,  42 
West  Hampton  Church,      .  .  .42 

Whntely  Church,  ...        42 

Williamstown  Church,       .  •  .42 

Windsor  brick  Church,       .  .  .42 

Worthington  Church,  •  .  .42 

Warren  Church,  ....  42 
Wendall  Church,  without  spire,     .  .        42 

Westboro'  new  Church,      •  .  .42 

Westminster  "  ...        42 

Wilbrabam  north  Church,  .  .        42 

Winchendon  Church,  .  .  .42 

Worcester  Antiquarian  Hall,  •  .        42 

Walpole  Church,  ....  42 
Wareham  bell-top  Church,  .  .        41 

Watertown  U.  S.  Arsenal  flag  staff,  .        42 

Wayland  Church,  ...        42 

Wenham  old  Church,         .  .  .42 

West  Bridgewater  Church,  .  .        42 

West  Cambridge         "  .  .        42 

Westford  Church,  ...        42 

West  Newbury  Church,     •  •  •       42 

Weston  Church,      .  •  •  .42 

Weymouth  yellow  Church,  .  •        42 

Wilmington  Church,  .  .  .42 

Wrentham  Village  Church,  •  .42 

Yarmouth  North  Village  Church,  .       41 


Lalitodt^ 

/        // 

18  22.52 
07  29.55 
45  0a38 
45  31.09 
04  54.08 

11  59.99 

33  22.26 
54  11.28 

36  45.14 

37  30.35 

38  3ai5 
40  33.11 
59  54.18 
10  27.14 
04  40i20 

21  57.85 
07  12.55 

06  52.27 
18  19.73 
26  25.20 
42  49.08 
30  49.01 
23  57.76 

12  48.89 
32  55.60 
16  03.68 

32  32.41 

07  16.56 

39  44.76 
16  17.04 

39.04 
57.52 
43.13 
45.11 
00.10 
19.36 
56.06 

34  54.04 
47  28.98 

22  06.12 
10  30.62 

33  35.19 
04  01.33 
42  21.02 


08 
45 
21 
21 
36 
01 
24 


Loofiti 


71  32 

71  06 

71  13 

70  30 
73  01 
73  13 

72  04 

71  05 
71 
71 


// 


24.19 


14 
13 

70  57 

71  25 

70  03 

71  36 

71  38 
73  09 

72  45 
72  37 
72  47 

72  38 

73  13 
73  03 
72  56 
72  12 
72  24 
71  37 

71  54 

72  26 
72  02 
71  48 
71  15 

70  43 

71  10 
71  21 

70  51 

71  00 
71  09 
71  26 

70  59 

71  18 

70  57 

71  10 
71  19 
70  14 


13.19 

09.48 

53.25 

29.11 

55.03 

19.30 

09id6 

24.99 

4a81 

34.03 

31.48 

09.68 

03.01 

17.88 

53.75 

00.24 

29.30 

lOSiS 

46.86 

39.35 

13.53 

10.59 

17.48 

44.76 

17.08 

50.39 

13.04 

31.06 

53.33 

04.20 

54.09 

49.39 

59.18 

33.85 

41.40 

43.63 

11.75 

25.18 

07.61 

59.05 

02.39 
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latitndei  and  longitndeg  of  light^Ioueg  in  iBiiaehnietti. 


NaiiiM. 

Loettloo. 

LatitodA. 

LoDfUndt. 

o      /         // 

O     /         // 

ADDisquam, 

Gloucester, 

42  39  43.55 

70  41  12.33 

Baker's  Island,  tall  one, 

Salem  Harbor, 

42  32  12.02 

70  47  28.43 

Boston, 

Boston  Harbor, 

42  19  41.13 

70  53  43.75 

Bird  Island, 

Rochester, 

41  40  09.670 

70  43  21.24 

Billingsgate  Island, 

Eastham, 

41  51  38.79 

70  04  32.284 

Brant  Point, 

Nantucket, 

41  17  24.45 

70  05  51.67 

Barnstable  Harbor, 

Barnstable, 

41  43  21.20 

70  17  09.36 

Clark's  Point, 

New  Bedford, 

41  35  34.340 

70  54  21.48 

Cape  Poge, 

Edgartown, 

41  25  18.78 

70  27  19.74 

Chatham  Harbor,  S.  Lt., 

Chatham, 

41  40  16.16 

69  57  12.89 

Cutty  hunk, 

Cuttyhunk  Island, 

41  24  52.39 

70  57  17.89 

Eastern  Point, 

Gloucester, 

42  34  49.61 

70  40  10.85 

Edgartown  Harbor, 

Edgartown, 

41  23  27.02 

70  30  29.46 

Gurnet,  South 

Duxbury, 

42  00  12.33 

70  36  21.17 

Gay  Head, 

Martha's  Vineyard, 

41  20  54.54 

70  50  26.75 

Great  Point, 

Nantucket, 

41  23  24.333 

70  03  01.72 

High  Land, 

Truro,  Cape  Cod, 

42  02  23.36 

70  03  55.33 

Ipswich,  outward. 

Ipswich, 

42  41  08.09 

70  46  17.09 

Long  Island, 

Boston  Harbor, 

42  19  48.565 

79  57  41.850 

Monomoy, 

Chatham, 

41  33  35.00 

69  59  56J24 

Newburyport,  outward. 

Plumb  Island, 

42  48  29.59 

70  49  05.79 

Nobscoe  or  Knobskey, 

Falmouth, 

41  30  57.31 

70  39  3753 

Nausett,  South, 

Eastham, 

41  51  37.20 

69  57  20.66 

Nausett,  North, 

Eastham, 

41  51  40.07 

69  57  21.00 

Point  Gammon, 

Yarmouth, 

41  36  35.00 

70  16  16.37 

Round  Hill, 

Dartmouth, 

41  32  17.96 

70  55  36.71 

Race  Point, 

Provincetown, 

42  03  44.60 

70  14  53.04 

Scituate, 

Scituate, 

42  12  17.64 

70  43  15.84 

Thatcher's  Island,  North 

1,  Gloucester, 

42  38  21.783 

70  34  48.06 

"             "       South 

,               n 

42  38  13.24 

70  34  48.61 

Tarpaulin  Coye, 

Naushon  Island, 

41  28  07.94 

70  45  46.91 

West  Chop, 

Tisbury, 

41  28  57.69 

70  36  27.71 

INDEX. 


JBartutdbU,  SandiHch  and   Yarmouth, 

date  of  IncorporatioD,  44, 46. 
Connecticut.    Equivalent  lands  granted 
bv  Maasachuaetts,  for  towns,  which 
atlerwards  returned  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  Connecticut.    Opinion  by  the  Earl  of 
Mansfield  on  this  subject ;  the  follow- 
ing towns  were  formerly  of  Massachu- 
setts;   Enfield,    Somera,    Stonington, 
Suffield  and  Woodstock,  23,  24. 
CountUs  of  MasMoehuieUat  31. 
County,  movements  for  one  not  allowed, 

33. 
JDiairiets,  regulation  about  them,  SO. 
Dukes  County.     Under  Massachusetts 

and  New  York ;  petition,  45,  46. 
Hungry  March,  29. 
Incorporation  of  Toum$,  the  mode,  28. 
Uat  of  Countiea  and  Towtu  set  off  to 
Maine,  57  to  100 ;  Heighta,  Latitudes 
and    Longitudes   of  Eminences,   103, 
104 ;  Latitudes  and  Longitudes  of  ob> 
jects,  104  to  i08 ;  Latitudes  and  Lon- 
gitudes of  Light-Houses,  109. 
Maine.     Name,    57;   Cross  erected  at 
Kennebeck  by  de  Monts;  settlement 
at  Sagadahock ;  Jesuita  at  Mt.  Desert ; 
Richard  Vines  and  other  emigrants; 
Madame  Guercheville  zealous  to  spread 
the  Catholic  faith  here,  58 ;  Capt.  Ar- 
gal  conquers  the  French ;  Capt.  Smith's 
voyage ;  Hunt* s  kidnapping  of  Indians ; 
occupation   of   Saco    and    Monhegan 
laland:   jealousy  of  ihe  Council  for 
New  England  as  to  the  French ;  Nova 
Scotia  obtained  for  the  Earl  of  Stirling, 
59;  Admiral  West  forbids  unlicensed 
fishermen  to  continue  their  employ- 
ments; this  causes   dissatisfaction  at 
home ;  patent  for  Agamenticus  grant- 
ed to  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges ;  Sagada- 
hock ceded    to  France,    though  not 
effectually ;    House  of  Commons  pro- 
pose to  have  the  Charter  of  the  Coun- 
cil for  New  England  abolished ;  Mon- 


I 


heg^  Colony  sold ;  Plymouth  set  up 
Truck  houses  at  Penobscot  and  Ken- 
nebeck 60, 61 ;  New  Hampshire;  pa- 
tent of  Thomas  Commock  (Cammock) ; 
grants  to  Saco,  Lygonia  charter ;  Mua- 
congua  patent,  61 ;  grants  to  Good- 
yeare  and  Trelawney ;  to  Elbridge  and 
Aldsworth,  cession  of  Sagadahock  to  the 
French,  who  commence  hostilities,  62 ; 
Council  for  New  England  dissolve; 
their  divisions  of  Maine  territory ;  Sir 
Ferdinando  Gorges  appointed  Governor 
of  them  and  other  divisions ;  D' Aulney 
takes  possession  of  Penobscot ;  General 
Court  at  Saco,  68 ;  patent  to  Sir  Ferdi- 
nando, which  required  Episcopacy; 
conveyance  of  Peiepacot  to  Massachu- 
setts; death  of  Sir  Ferdinando,  64; 
Plough  Patent  bought  by  Alexander 
Rigby ;  discord ;  people  of  Maine 
come  under  Massachusetts ;  reply  of 
the  la^er  to  royalists;  bounds,  65; 
French  subjected ;  Sir  William  Tem- 
ple made  Governor  of  their  territory ; 
decision  of  Cromwell  in  fovor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts; address  to  him;  Lygonia; 
claim  to  the  Gorges  territory  revived, 
66 ;  report  of  a  Parliament  Committee 
asainst  Massachusetta ;  commotion ; 
Maine  withdrawn  from  Massachusetts ; 
Sagadahock  eranted  to  the  Duke  of 
York  and  ceded  to  the  French ;  Royal 
Commissioners,  67 ;  Governor  Temple 
deprived  of  his  office  and  territory; 
discord;  Thomas  Danforth  presides 
over  Maine  Courts ;  correction  of  boun- 
dary line ;  Duke  ol  York's  patent  re- 
newed ;  Penobscot  taken  by  the  Dutch, 
who  are  driven  away  by  Bostoneers, 
68 ;  answer  of  Massachusetts,  to  pro- 
poral  of  Governor  Andros ;  purchase 
of  Maine ;  government  of  Nlassachu- 
setts setup  there, 69 ;  Col.  Kirke ;  usur- 
pation ;  difficultv ;  people  suffer ;  Cas- 
tine;  second  charter;  Madocawando 


Earl  ol  BellomoDt;  Pejepscot;  gnnU 
ID  lower  Maine  oat  valid  withoul  royal 
c«nWDl;  schemeB  ibr  iti  occupntioD 
bf  Amutrong  and  CoraiD,  Tl ;  San- 
dlhock  granted  to  Col.  Duabai- ;  £■• 
utii&clioD  nitbhim;  he  rerigns  hii  au- 
thority there  ;  claim  of  Sterlioe'i  beire; 
lirelve  towniliipg  granted,  72;  Ster- 
lidg'i  plan  lo  settle  Sagadahook ;  bit 
IfUer ;  proclamation  againit  his  pur- 
pMe,  T3  ;  report  of    a   committee  and 

,    g^   (.^j  bound;   an 

depoeition,  74;    Maine 


Ildian 


and  prices,  deficiency  ic  tbe  W 
pllent  made  up ;  lottery  towD«hip«,  TS ; 
petition  of  Barlhelemy  and  Marie 
Gregoire,  for  territory  at  Donaquee ; 
erantto  Governor  Bernard  and  Sir  John 
Bernard,  77;  grant*  to  literary  Initi- 
tutioot  and  for  other  public  objects ; 
eiceaslve  ipeculation ;  Betterment  act, 
7i;  Counliei  and  towns,  78  to  IM. 

MarHta't  Vmtyaid,  46. 

.UatiochtMftft.  Title  to  Mil,  9  ;  Ma- 
sio's  grant,  9,  ID  ;  Weaton'a  colony  at 
Weymouth;  Robert  Gorges' territory ; 
Vollaston'!  settlement  at  Quiocy;  pa- 
tent for  Cape  Ann,  10;  charter  for 
Ifanachusetis ;  desi^  of  Frencb  oo 
l|Mwieb;  Council  for  New  England 
ojposed  lo  the  policy  and  continuance 
ol  Manachuaelta;  advice  of  clergy, 
11 ;  Massachusetts  charged  with  hav- 
iag  freed  themselves  from  England ; 
charter  nullified  und  demanded;  pre- 
caution about  (he  ch^er,  afterwards 
Dade  vad;  usurpation,  12;  Revolu- 
tion; aeiKMid  charter;  extent  of  Mas- 
aichusetls  jurisdiction  lo  include  Nova 
Scotia;  this  ceded  lo  Ihe  French; 
Sagadahock  retained.  13 ;  relations 
viUi  New  Hampshire.  13  lo  16.  Do- 
TBr,  Exeter,  Great  Island.  Hampton, 
Oyster  rirer  ettd  Portsmouth  with' 
drawn  from  Massachusetts,  IS;  see 
New  Hampshire,  IS  to  21,  including 
towns  set  of!  to  them  by  tbe  new 
boundary;  claim  lo  Vermont,  21 ;  ter- 
ritory anigned  to  Rhode  Island,  Coo- 
lecttcut  and  New  York,  22  to  25; 
c^nion   of  Massachusetts  about   their 


a  30 ;  law 

30;  listofcountiesand  towns, 31  lo  G7. 
^aittt  af  tovrnt,  petitions  thai  Ihey  may 

be  altered,  because  called  after  Royal- 

i<U,  37,  84. 
JVantvtkH  Cmtnly,  47. 
■AfarraganttH  laliUn  march  from  Ded- 

t*B  Plaiu,  28. 


Aeto  Batnpthirt.  Iti  towni  desire  to 
come  under  the  government  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, 13;  order  to  run  the  line, 
which  it  reported;  Muon's  claim  re- 
vived ;  decision  in  his  favor;  but  the 
inbabilants  desire  no  change  and  tbey 
petition  accordingly,  though  ine^ec- 
tually ;  they  are  niUidrawn  fr<HD  Ihe 
authority  of  Massachusetts ;  tamn 
dengnated,  14,  IS.  Mason's  claim  b> 
North  Hiver  in  Salem;  land  told  by 
Wanalansel  to  Joseph  Dudley  and 
others,  called  tbe  million -acre  pur- 
chase ;  Massachusetts  order  lowDslUp* 
lo  be  laid  out,  Bubsei(uenlly  asnigiied 
lo  New  Hampshire ;  «uch  townahipa 
are  to  be  comprised  in  certain  coun- 
ties, 16,  17;  statement  of  John  Ringe, 
an  agent ;  royal  decision  more  agaiiut 
Massachusetts  and  more  in  bvor  of 
New  Hampsfatre,  Iban  even  the  latter 
eipeeted,  18;  towns  taken  from  Ha>- 
sac^usetts,  19  to  21. 

Acid  Yorit.  Difficulties  about  the  frtvi- 
tier  settlements;  violent  assaults;  Wes- 
tern territory  of  Massachusetts  ;  boun- 
dary fixed;  ensuing  towns  asagned  to 
New  York,  Canaan,  Hillsdale,  Ut- 
ingston  and  Rlephenslown,  24,  2S. 

JVorfolk  County,  53. 

Plymouth  Colony.  Patent;  trials;  at- 
tempt to  oppress  them,  88;  trading 
house  at  Nantasket  ;  grant  of  Cape 
Ann ;  adventurers  ia  England  un- 
friendly;  undertakers;  patent  for  land 
on  Kennebeck  river  for  trade  ;  ttnmg 
desire  and  eflbrl  lor  a  royal  charter, 
39;  new  patent;  Kenncbcck  grant 
sold,  truck  house  at  Pcnobacol,  40  ; 
imprisonment  of  Edward  Winsiow  by 
means  of  Bishop  Laud ;  Iradine  house 
at  Windsor  ;  patent  assigned  to  the  free- 
men, in  favor  with  Ihe  King,  nbo 
gives  them  Ml.  Hope,  for  which 
Crown,  the  poet,  had  petitioned  ;  sus- 
pected of  Toryism  as  well  as  Connecti- 
cut, 41 ;  divided  into  counties;  comes 
under  Massachusells,  42, 

Rtgimentid  boutufs,  designated  what 
subsequently  became  Counties,  31. 

Rhode  Island,  Decision  of  Commission- 
ers in  its  favor;  opinion  of  Governor 
Hutchinson  as  lo  such  a  result;  tern- 
tory  withdrawn  frmn  Massachusetts; 
AlUeborough  Gore  or  Cumberiand, 
BarringtoD  partly,  Bristol,  Little  Comp- 
ton,  Swaniey  in  part,  Tiverton,  War- 
ren and  Warwick,  22,  23. 

Tovmihipi,  for  military  service,  28,  29, 

30. 
Frnnonl.      Claimed   by  MftssachuJetts, 
New  Hampshire  and  New  York.    The 
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Mauts. 

Addiaon,  90 
Albany,  95 
Albion,  98 
Alfred,  81 
Alna,  86 
Andorer,  95 
Aiuoii,  96 
Appledore,  79 
Arundel,  80 
Athena,  96 
Atldnaon,  99 
Auguata,  92- 
Avon,  96 
Baldwin,  88 
Bangor,  98 
Bath,  85 
Beliaat,88 
Belgrade,  92 
Belmont,  89 
Berwick,  80 
Bethel,  94 
Biddefbrd,  80 
Bingham,  97 
Bloemfield,  97 
BluehiH,  88 
Boothbay,  85 
Bowdoin,  85 
Bowdoinham,  85 
Brewer,  99 
Bridgeton,  88 
Briatol,  85 
Brooka,  89 
BrookfviUe,  90 
Brownfield,  95 
Brunawick,  82 
Buckfield,  94 
Bttckaport,  89 
Buxton,  80 
Calaia,  91 
Camden,  85 
Canaan,  96 
Cape  Elizabeth^ 
Carmel,  98 
Caatine,  89 


]  Charleston,  99 
Cherryfield,  91 
Chesterville,  92 
China,  98 
Clinton,  92        i 
Columbia,  96 
Corinna,  97 
Corinth,  99 
Cornish,  81 
Corbville,  96 
Cumberland  County,  81 
Cushing,  85 
Danvirie,  88 
Dearborn,  98 
Deer  lale,  88 
Denmark,  95 
Dennyayille,  91 
Dexter,  99 
Dixfield,  95 
Dixmont,  98 
Dresden,  86 
Durham,  88 
Eastport,  90 
Eddington,  98 
Eden,  89 
Edgecomb,  85 
Eliot,  81 
Ellsworth,  89 
Embden,  96 
Etna,  99 
Exeter,  99 
Fairfield,  96 
Falmouth,  82 
Farmington,  92 
Fayette,  92 
Foxcroft,  99 
Frankfort,  89 
Freedom,  98 
Freeman,  97 
Freeport,  88 
Friendship,  86 
Fryebtirg,  98 
Gardiner,  98 
Garland,  99 
Georgetown,  84 
GUead,  95 


t3orham,  82 
Gouldsborough,  88 
Gray,  83 
Greene,  92 
Greenwood,  95 
Guilford,  99 
HaUowell,  91 
Hampden,  98 
Hancock  County,  86 
Harlem,  92 
Harmony,  96 
Harpswell,  82 
Harrington,  96 
Harrison,  88 
Hartford,  94 
Hartland,  97 
Hebron,  98 
Hermon,  99 
Hiram,  95 
Hollis,  81 
Hope,  86 
Industry,  96 
Islesborough,  88 
Isles  of  Shoals,  79 
Jackson,  90 
Jay,  94 
JeflfersoB,  86 
Jonesborough,  91 
Kennebeck  County,  91 
Kingfield,  ^ 
Kittery,  80 
Knox,  90 
Lebanon,  89 
Leeds,  92 
Levant,  99 
Lewiston,  66 
Limerick,  81 
Limington,  81 
Lincoln  County,  84 
Lincolnville,  89 
Lisbon,  86 
Litchfield,  86 
Livermore,  94 
Lovell,  94 
Lubec,  91 
Lyman,  81 
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Machias,  90 
Madison  96 
Mercer,  96 
Mexico,  91 
Minot,  88 
Monmouth,  92 
Monroe,  90 
Montville,  86 
Moscow,  97 
Mount  Desert,  88 
Mount  Vernon,  92 
Newburfh,  99 
Newcastle,  84 
Newfield,  81 
New  Gloucester,  82 
New  Portland,  97 
Newport,  99 
Newry,  95 
New  Sharon,  92 
New  Vineyard,  96 
Nobleborough,  85 
Norridgewock,  96 
North  HUl,  97 
Northport,  89 
North  Yarmouth,  82 
Norway,  94 
Orland,  89 
Orono,  98 
Orrington,  93 
Otisfield,  83 
Oxford  County,  93 
Palermo,  86 
Palmyra,  96 
Paris,  94 
Parsonsfield,  81 
Penobscot  County  96 
Penobscot,  88 
Perry,  91 
PhilUps,  97 
Phipsburgh,  86 
Pittston,  92 
Poland,  83 
Porter,  95 
Portland,  83 
Pownal,  84 
Project,  89 
Raymond,  83 
Readjield,  92 
Riptey,  97 
Robbinstown,  91 
Rome,  93 
Rumford,  94 
Saco,  80 
Sandford,  80 
Saneerville,  99 
Scart)orough,  82 
Searsmont,  89 
Sebec,  99 
Sedgwick,  88 
Shapleigh,  81 
St  Albans,  97 
St.  George,  86 
Solon,  97 

Somerset  County,  95 
South  Berwick,  81 
Standish,  83 


Starks,  96 
Steuben,  90 
Strong,  96 
Sullivan,  88 
Sumner,  94 
Surry,  89 
Swanville,  90 
Sweden,  95 
Sydney,  92 
Temple,  93 
Thomaston,  85 
Thorndike,  90 
Topsham,  85 
Trenton,  88 
Troy,  93 
Turner,  93 
Union,  85 
Unity,  93 
Vassalborough,  91 
Vienna,  92 
Vinalhaven,  89 
Waldoborough,  85 
Wales,  86 
Warren,  85 
Warsaw,  97 
Washington  Covinty,  90 
Washington,  86 
Waterborough,  81 
Waterford,  94 
Waterville,  92 
Wayne,  92 
Weld,  95 
Wells,  80 
Westbrook,  84 
Whitefield,  86 
Wilton,  93 
Windham,  82 
Windsor,  93 
Winslow,  91 
Winthrop,  91 
Wiscasset,  84 
Woodstock,  95 
Woolwich,  84 
York  County,  79 
York,  79 


New  Hampshiks. 

Amherst,  19 
Bedford,  19 
Boscawen,  19 
Bow,  19 
Charlestown,  19 
Chesterfield,  19 
Concord,  18, 19 
Dover,   15 
Dunbarton,   19 
Dunstable,  19 
Exeter,  15 
Francestown,  19 
Goflestown,  19 
Great  Island,  15 
Hampton,  15 
Henniker,  19 
Hillsborough,  19 


Hinsdale,  20 
Hollis,  20 
Hopkinton,  20 
Keene,  20 
Lempster,  20 
Litchfield,  20 
Londonderry,  20 
Lvndeborougfa,  90 
Merrimack,  20 
New  Boston,  20 
New  Ipswich,  20 
Nottingham,  20 
Oyster  River,  15 
Pembroke,  20 
Peterborough,  20 
Portsmouth,  15 
Richmond,  20 
Ringe,  20 
Salisbury,  20 
Swanzey,  21 
Tyng's  Town,  21 
Walpole,  21 
Warner,  21 
Washington,  21 
Westmoreland,  91 
Winchester,  21 


YlRIfOHT. 

Guilibrd,  21 


MASSACHUiBTTS. 

Abington,  43 
Acton,  35 
Adams,  52 
Alford,  52 
Amesbury,  21,  S3 
Amerst,  86 
Andover,  32 
Ashbumham,  18,21,49. 
Ashby,  35 
Ashfield,  55 
Athol,  49 
Attleborough,  48 
Auburn,  50 
Barnstable  County^  44 
Barnstable,  44 
Barre,  50 
Becket,  51 
Bedford,  35 
Belchertown,  86 
Bellingham,  54 
Bemardston,  21,56 
Berkley,  44 
Berkshire  Co«nty,  60 
Berlin,  50 
Beverly,  33 
Billerica,  84 
Blanford,  56 
Bolton,  48 
Boston,  81 
Boston  Comer,  56 
Boxborough,  8& 
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Bozlbrd,  88 
Boykton,  50 
Bradford,  83 
Braintree,  54 
Brewster,  45 
Bridsewater,  42 
Brighton,  36 
Bristol  County,  43 
Brimfield,  56 
Brookfield,  47 
Brookline,  54 
Buckland,  55 
Burlington,  85 
Cambridge,  84 
Canton,  54 
Carlisle,  86 
Carver,  48 
Charlestown,  88 
Charlemont,  66 
Charlton,  49 
Chatham,  45 
Chelmsford,  84 
Chelsea,  81 
Cheshire,  62 
Chester,  57 
Chesterfield,  87 
Chihnark,  47 
Clarksburg,  68 
Cohasset,  64 
Colerain,  21,56 
Concord,  84 
Conwav,  21,55 
Cummfngton,  87 
Dalton,  52 
Dana,  60 
Danvers,  88 
Dartmouth,  43 
Deerfield,  54 
Dedham,  68 
Dennis,  46 
Dighton,  44 
Dorchester,  68 
Dover,  64 
Douglas,  48 
Dracut,  86 
Dudley,  48 
Dukes  County,  45 
Dunstable,  84 
Duzbury,  42 
East  Bridgewater,  48 
East  Hampton,  87 
Eastham,  45 
EastoD,  44 
Edgartown,  46 
Egremont,  61 
Enfield,  87 
Erving's  Grant,  56 
Essex  County,  81 
Essex,  88 
Fairhaven,  44 
Falmouth,  45 
Fall  River,  44 
Fitchburg,  49 
Florida,  68 
Foxborough,  54 
Ftuminghain,  84 


Franklin  County,  64 
Franklin,  54 
Freetown,  48 
Gardner,  50 
Georgetown,  38 
Gill,  56 
Gloucester,  82 
Goshen,  87 
Gore,  5iB 
Grafton,  .48 
Granby,  87 
Granville,  56 
Great  Barrii^ton,  51 
Greenfield,  to 
Greenwich,  86 
Groton,  84 
Hadley,  86 
HaUfax,  48 
Hampden  County^  56 
Hamilton,  88  , 
Hancock,  52 
Hanover,  48 
Hanson,  48 
Hardwick,  48 
Harvard,  48 
Harwich,  45 
Hatfield,  86 
HaverhiU,  21,82 
Hawley,  66 
Heath,  56 
Hingham,  42 
Hinsdale,  58 
Hotden,  48 
Holland,  57 
Holliston,  85 
Hopkinton,  85 
Hubbardston,  49 
Hull,  42 
Ipswich,  82 
Kingston,  48 
Lancaster,  47 
LanesbiNrough,  51 
Lee,  52 
Leicester,  47 
Lenox,  52 
Leominster,  48 
Leverett,  55 
Lexington,  85 
Leyden,  56 
lincoln,  35 
Litdeton,  85 
Longmeadow,  57 
Lowell,  86 
Ludlow,  57 
Lunenburg,  48 
Lynn,  82 
Lynnfield,  88 
Maiden,  84 
Manchester,  32 
Mansfield,  44 
Marblehead,  32 
Marlborough,  34 
Marshfield,  42 
Marshpee,  45 
Medfield,  54 
Medford,  34 


Medway,  54 
Mendon,  47 
Methuen,  21,  33 
Middlefield,  37 
Middlesex  County,  33 
Middleton,  33 
Middleborough,  42 
Milford,  50 
Millbury,  50 
MUton,  54 
Monroe,  56 
Monson,  57 
Montague,  55 
Montgomery,  67 
Mount  Washington,  62 
Nantucket  Coonty,  47 
Nantucket,  47 
Natick,  35 
Needham,  54 
New  Ashford,  53 
New  Bedford,  44 
New  Braintree,  49 
Newbury,  32 
Newburyport,  33 
New  Marlborough,  61 
New  Salem,  65 
Newton,  34 
Norfolk  County,  63 
Northborough,  49 
Northbridge,  50 
North  Bridgewater,  43 
North  Brookfield,  50 
Northfield,  64 
Northampton,  36 
Norton,  44 
Norwich,  37 
Oakham,  49 
Orleans,  45 
Orange,  65 
Otis,  52 
Oxford,  47 
Palmer,  56 
Pawtucket,  44 
Paxton,  49 
Pelham,  36 
Pembroke,  43 
Pepperell,  35 
Peru,  52 
Petersham,  49 
PhilUpston,  50 
Pittsfield,  51 
Plainfield,  37 
Plymouth  County,  42 
Plymouth,  42 
Plympton,  43 
Prescott,  37 
Princeton,  49 
Provincetown,  46 
Quincy,  64 
Randolph,  54 
Raynham,  44 
Reading,  34 
Rehoboth,  43 
Richmond,  51 
Rochester,  42 
Rockport,  33 
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Row6t  66 
Rowley,  32 
BoKbnry,  63 
RoytktoD,  49 
RuMell,  67 
RuCbnd,  47 
Salem,  31 
Saliibury,  21, 32 
Suidiffield,  61 
Sandwich,  46 
Saugus,  as 
Savoy,  63 
Scituate,  42 
Seekonk,  44 
Sharon,  64 
Sheffield,  60 
Shelburne,  66 
Sherburne,  34 
Shirley,  36 
Shrewsbury,  48 
Shuteebury,  66 
Somerset,  44 
Somerville,  38 
Southborough,  48 
Southbridge,  60 
South  Hadley,  86 
Southampton,  36 
South  Reading,  36 
Southwick,  67 
Spencer,  48 
Springfield,  66 
Sterling,  60 
Stockbridge,  61 
Stoneham,  36 
StoughtoQ,  64 
Stow,  34 
Sturbridge,  48 
Sudbury,  34 
Sn&lk  County,  31 
Sunderland,  A 
Sutton,  48 
Swanzey,  43 


Tanntm,  43 
Templeton,  49 
Tewksburr,  86 
TUbury,  4S 
Tolland,  67 
TopsfieM,  33 
Townsend,  21,36 
Truro,  45 
Tyngsborough,  35 
Tyringham,  61 
Upton,  48 
Uxbridge,  48 
Wales,  67 
Walpole,  54 
Waltham,  36 
Ware,  37 
Wareham,  43 
Warren,  48 
Warwick,  66 
Washington,  68 
Watertown,  34 
Wayland,  36 
Webster,  50 
Welfieet,  45 
Wellington,  44 
Wendell,  56 
Wenham,  32 
Westborough,  48 
West  Bovlston,  60  ? 
West  Bndgewater,  43 
West  Cambridge,  36 
Westfield,  56 
Westibrd,  35 
West  Hampton,  37 
Westminster,  49 
West  Newbury,  33 
Weston,  35 
Westport,  44 
West  Springfield,  67 
West  Stockbridge,  62 
Weymouth,  63 


Whately,  65 
WUbraham,  67 
Williamsburg,  37 
WUliamslown,  61 
Wilmington,  36 
Winchendon,  18,49 
Windsor,  62 
Wobum,  34 
Worcester  County,  47 
Worcester,  47 
Worthington,  37 
Wrentham,  54 
Yarmouth,  46 
Zoar,  63 


Rbods  Isi.jLirD. 

Bristol,  22 
Cumberland,  22 
Littte  Compton,  21 
Tirerton,  22 
Warren,  22 
Warwick,  28 


CoHjfBcncfrT. 

Enfield,  28 
Somers,  28 
Stooington,  28 
Suffield,  28 
Woodstock,  28 


New  To 


Canaan,  25 
Hillsdale,  26 
Livingston,  25 
Stephenstown,  26 
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Aeoakfet,  44 
Acashena,  43,  4 
Agftmenticas,  or 
Accomenticas,  79 
Agftwam,  32,  50 
Apaum,  48 
Apponeganaet,  43 
Arrouaick,  84 
Atho^lot,  20, 2i 
Aasonet,  43 

Benapeaff,  80 
Boggesiow,  34 

Capawock,  46 
Carratunk,'  97 
Chabanakongkomam,  48 
Cbappeqaidick,  46 
Cbebacco,  or 
Choboeco,  33 
Cbockset,  50 
Cobbeaae,  or 
Cobbasseeootey  93 
Cochecho,  15 
Cohannet,  43 
Cochichawick,  32 
Conaheawt,  54 
Contoocook,  10 
Caromaquid,  44 
Cosbnoc,  91,  2 
Gkorgeekeag,  (partly 
English),  85 

Harraaeeket,  83 
Haaaanamiaco,  48 
Haaaanamiaaett,  48 
Hockamock,  44 
Hooauck,  51,  2 
Uoaasatonooek,  50, 1 

Jeremiaqaam,  (partly 
Engliab,)  85 

Kekimoet,  22 
Kendaakeag,  96, 9 

Machiaea,  90 
Magamcoy,  35 
Magunkook,*  35 
Manamooekeagin,  43 
Manamoyit,  45 
Manchage,  47 


Maaacsick,  57 
Maahabequaab,  32 
Maabapoag,  54 
Maaaabeaec,  81 
Maaaapee  45 
Matapan,  53 
Mattacheest,  44 
Mattacheeaet,  45 
MatUkeeaet,  42,  3 
Meduncook,  86 
Meeshawm,  45 
Meganticook,  85 
Menotomy,  36 
Merriconeag,  82 
Misbawoinett,  23 
Miabawiim,  33 
Miaaaucatucket,  42 
Miatick,  23,  4,  84 
Mooponait,  43 
Moaaan,  80 
Muhhkaiieew,  51 
Maaketequid,  34 

Namaakelt,  42 
Namasaakeaet,  42 
Naouaket,  42 
Naqaeag,  47 
Narragaagoa,  90 
Naabkeaff,  88 
Naahobab,  35 
Naahoway,  47 
Naahaakemmink,  47 
NaUck,  35 
Mattioott,  20 
Naumkea^,  31 
Maamaheket,  45 
Naoaeag,  84 
Nanaet,  45 
Nautican,  47 
Neqiiastaet,  84 
Newicbawanock,  80 
Niche  woag,  49 
Niaitiait,  20 
Nobacuaaet,  45 
Nonantum,  34 
Nonoiuck,  or 
Norwottock,  36 
Nope,  46 
Norridgwog,  96 
Nuckaiateeat,  42 
Naoketeat,  42 


Okotnroakameaitt,  34 
Osaipee,  81 

Pakemitt,*  54 
Paacomock,  37 
Paaaamaqooddy,  90 
Patazet,  42 
Paw  met,  45 
Pawtucket,  or 
Patazit,  23,  44 
Pejepacot,  83 
Peroaquid,  85 
Peonicook,  19,  94 
Peoobacot,  88,  9 
Pentucket,  32 
Petapawag,  34 
Pigaguaet,  84 
Pigwacket,  93 
Piacataquack,  15 
Piacataquoff,  20 
Poea«aet,  & 
Pochafaet,  92 
Pockanocket,  43 
Pockatock,  28, 4 
Poeomtuck,  54 
Pouipaacitticntt,  34 
PoDtooaock,  37, 51 
Pogoiag,  49 
Pancapoag,  54 
PoDcateeae,  22 
PaonoDakamit,  45 
Purpooduck,  82 

Qttabio,  36 
Qoabog,  47 
Qaampeaging,  81 
Qaomahapaage,  47 
Qaaaaacamcou,  ^ 
Qaeqiieteant,  44 
Qainaegamond,  47 

Saoo,  80 
Saconet,  22 
Satucket,  45 
Satuit,  42 
Saagaat,  32,  3 
Sawama,  43 
Sawbattuckett,  45 
Sconticot,  44 
Seconck,  43 
Seekook,  44 
Seipican,  42 


1  Caaco  waa  Portland. 

*  Hopktntoo,  to  which  thia  name  waa  applied,  waa  ealled  Qutauigomog.    1  a.  4  v.  16  pw 
of  Maaa.  HiaU  Coll.    It  was  also  named  Jfc^fiadhiyiqg. 


*  Pakathoog  waa  appUad  to  Woioaater. 
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Shabbukin,  34 
Shaw  me,  45 
Shawniut,  31 
Shawomet,  23 
Shawshin,  or 
Shawflhinock,  34 
Sheepacot,  84 
Shewamet,  44' 
Sheweenemeadj,  88 
Souhegan,  19 
Sowadabacook,  96 
Sparwink,  82 
Sqaekeag,  54 
Saccaneaset,  45 
Sunoook,  20,  94 
Swamacot,  15 

Tantaeaque,  48 
TaocuDouck,  52 


Tockeminf^,  46 
TowUid,  47 
Towwoh,  80 
Takonick,  52 

Uncataquiaaet,  54 
Unqnety,  54 

Wachuaett,  49 
WacuDtufr,  48 

Wameaitt,  35 
Wannamoiaet,  43 
Waushacum,  50 
WawayanUr,  43 
Webbaonet,  80 
Wenaiukaet,  43 
Weniroesaet,  49 
Weshakim,  47 
Weaaaguacua,  or 


Weaatgiuet,  63 

Wesaarunset,  97 
Weatecuatego,  82 
Wbiacaaick,  or 
Wiacaaaet,  84 
Wingaeraheek,  32 
Wioichahaiiat,  15 
WioiaiiDei,  31 
WionacQDet,  or 
Winioowett,  15 
Winoaganaet,  85 
Wollonopaafre,  or 
Wollonapauge,  54 
Wombeiueaiaeeook, 
WoDbematcancke^  48 
WoroBoake,  56 

Tokon,  51 


The  following  Indian  namea  for  towna  in  Maaaachoaetta,  do  not  belong  to  theae 
towna,  but  belong  to  towns  of  the  same  name  in  ConnecUcnt.  The  writer  was  led 
into  the  mistake  by  high  aathoritj  :  Wifvovfage  for  Milford,  50 ;  Ousekankanumg 
for  Windsor,  62 ;  Uhquowa  for  Fairfielo,  96.  The  same  occnra  with  regard  to 
one  place  in  Rhode  Island,  vis. :  PawkunnawfnUt  for  Bristol,  85. 
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Abbot,  Jacob,  97 
Adams,  Svmael,  52 
Addison,  Joseph,  90 
Alcock,  84 

Aldaworth,  Robert,  60, 2 
Allan,  John,  90 
Allerton,  Isaac,  90 
Andrews,  Joseph,  55 
Andrews,  Samuel,  65 
Andrews,  Thomas,  37 
Andros,  Edmund,  12,  34, 

42,  68,  9,  70,  84 
Anne,  18 
Argal,  Capt.,  59 
Armstrong,  William,  71 

Barkers.  Messrs.,  95 
Baker,  92 
Baker,  20 

Baldwin,  Loammi,  83 
Barre,  50 

Baylies,  Francis,  44 
Beanchamp,  John,  61 
Belcher,  Jonathan,  18,  36 
Bellomont,  Earl.  71 
Bennet,  John,  49 
Bernard,  Francis,  55,  73,7 
Bernard,  Sir  John,  77 
Bernard,  Jonathan,  96 
Bernard,  Moses,  96 
Biencourt,  58 
Biguyduce,  or  Bagadace, 
Major,  89 


Bingham,  William,  75,97 
Blackatone,  William,  31 
Boies,  Antipaa,  40 
Bond,  Ainoe,  99 
Bonython,  Richard,  61, 80, 

100 
Boatwick,  Mrs ,  95 
Bourne,  Richard,  45 
Bowdoin,  Jamea,  85 
Boylaton,  50 
Bradford,  William,  10,  39. 

41 
Brewer,  John,  99 
Brenton,  William,  16,20 
Brewster,  William.  45 
Bridgea,  Moody,  83 
Bridgman,  20 
Brinies,  Bryan,  61 
Brooks,  John,  89 
Brooks,  W.,93 
Brown,  Henry  Toung,  95 
Brown,  Samuel,  51 
Buck,  Abijah,  94 
Buck,  Jonathan,  89 
Bullock,  William,  53 
Bush,  John,  81 

Cabot.  John,  9 
Calderwood,  John,  89 
Camden,  Lord,  85 
Carr,  92 
Cartier,  James,  9 
Carver,  John,  43 


Castine,  Baron,  70^  89 
CatherloDgh,  Earl,  78 
Chalmers,  George,  11 
Champlain,  Mr.,  74 
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The  object  of  this  number  is  to  present  whatever 
may  be  found,  of  a  suitable  class,  relative  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Massachusetts,  at  different  periods,  prior 
to  the  censuses  ordered  by  our  General  Government. 
It  would  be  matter  of  high  satisfaction,  if  such  a  work 
had  far  more  facilities  for  its  accomplishment.  Indeed, 
they  are  so  deficient,  through  large  portions  of  them 
having  been  lost,  in  the  lapse  of  years,  that  they  present 
a  repulsive  aspect  to  the  prosecution  of  our  purpose. 
Still,  whatever  they  are  in  quantity  or  kind,  a  proper 
regard  for  the  appearance  of  our  Commonwealth,  in  this 
departmant  of  its  political  economy,  require  them  to  be 
arranged  and  issued  from  the  press  for  the  consultation 
of  persons  who  may  be  desirous  to  examine  them. 
The  task  has  been  too  long  delayed.  In  the  present 
attempt  to  perform  it,  the  Whites,  Indians  and  Africans 
will  be  treated  of  under  distinct  divisions.  A  mode  of 
this  sort  allows  us  to  state  facts,  which  have  a  peculiar 
bearing  on  each  of  these  races  and  could  not,  with  con- 
venience, be  presented  together. 

Whatever  may  be  the  character  of  the  execution  of 
our  plan,  public  usefulness  is  its  primary  object. 


POPULATION  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


Thc  earliest  history  of  nations  shows,  that  they  have  ever 
regarded  their  inhabitants,  as  of  the  first  importance  in  the 
science  of  political  economy.     And  well  they  might.    What  is 
a  Crown  without  subjects ;  what  a  Kingdom  without  people  ; 
what  a  Republic  without  freemen  ?    As  men  count  might,  the 
mightiest  is  he,  who  has  successfully  controlled  the  most  mil- 
lions of  their  species.    Hence,  the  increase  or  diminution  of 
any  nation,  has  been  a  matter  of  deep  interest  to  its  enlightened 
rulers.    The  means  of  subsistence  has  imparted  to  our  own 
country,  a  vast  superiority,  as  to  the  enlargement  of  its  popula- 
tion, over  most  other  portions  of  the  globe.     Here,  on  this 
account,  especially  to  the  agriculturist,  children,  when  of  suita- 
ble age,  are  of  great  assistance  in  carrying  out  his  plans  of  labor, 
improvements  and  profit.     But,  for  the  lack  of  such  means,  in 
many  sections,  even  of  Europe,  a  large  family  is  the  cause  of 
poverty  and  distress  to  the  parents.    While,  then,  the  bountiful 
hand  of  the  Supreme  is  granting  abundant  supplies,  not  only 
for  the  natural  increase  of  our  own  people,  but,  also,  for  the 
multitudes,  who  annually  throng  to  our  shores,  it  becomeis  us 
to  trace  the  advancement  of  a  portion  of  them,  for  whom  He 
has  cared  every  moment  of  their  being.     It  will  be  a  pleasant 
sign  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Republic,  when  writers,  like 
Smith  and  Mai  thus,  shall  arise  and  be  encouraged  to  publish 
their  researches,  speculations  and  conclusions. 

That  we  may  think  and  speak  understanding!  y  of  the  pro- 

gressi  which  population  has  made  in  this  Ck>mmonwealth,  we 
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must  reflect  on  thd'  past  and  examine  the  tninsactioiui  of  our 
leading  ancestors. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  the  taxes,  raised  to  meet 
the  disbursements  of  our  infant  Colony,  were  based  oa  polls  as 
well  as  property.     Such  a  mode,  in  the  former  respect,  ^with 
more  limitation,  was  agreed  on,  1643,  by  the  United  Cdonies, 
of  which  Massachusetts  was  the  chief  member.    Their  contract 
said,  that  the  charges  of  all  just  wars,  should  "  be  borne  by  all 
the  parts  of  this  Confederacon  in  diflferent  proporcons  according 
to  their  different  abilitie  in  manner  following,  namely,  that  the 
Commissioners  for  eicb  jurisdiccon,  from  tyme  to  tyme,  as  there 
shalbe  occation,  bring  in  a  true  account  and  number  of  all  the 
males  in  euery  Plantacon  or  any  way  belonging  to  or  under 
their  seuerall  jurisdiccons  of  what  quallyty  or  condicon  soeuer 
they  bee  from  sixteene  yeares  old  to  threescore,  being  inhabi- 
tants therein.'^     This  rule  was  applied  by  such  a  body  for  the 
discharge  of  claims  upon  them,  during  the  long  continuance^f 
their  association.     The  first  record,  which   we  find  of  our 
General  Court's  practice  on  a  like  plan,  with  some  variation,  is 
under  October  27,  1647.     It  reads,  "  For  a  more  equal  and 
ready  way  of  raising  monies  for  defraying  public  charges,"   the 
commissioner  and  selectmen  of  each  town  "  shall  make  a  list  of 
all  males  from  sixteen  years  old  and  upward.     Ordered  that  the 
commissioners  of  the  several  towns,  in  every  shire,  shall  yearly, 
upon  the  4th  day  of  the  7th  month,  assemble  at  the  shire  town 
and  bring  with  them  fairly  written,  the  number  of  males,  listed 
as  aforesaid."     It  will  be  perceived,  that  this  method  differs 
from  that  of  the  United  Colonies.     The  subsequent  action  of 
our  Legislature,  under  session  of  May  23,  1665,  has  no  such 
discrepancy.     It  runs  thus,  <<  It  is  ordered  the  Secretary  shall 
issue  out  warrants  to  the  constables  of  the  several  towns,  within 
this  jurisdiction,  to  send  him  a  true  list  of  all  the  mates,  within 
their  respective  towns,  from  sixteen  years  of  age  to  sixty,  before 
the  first  of  August  next.     And  if  any  constable  shall  neglect  to 
make  return  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit  five  pounds  to  the 
treasury."     Such  a  measure  was  taken  to  supply  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  Colonies  with  data  so  as  to  apportion  the 
share  of  its  expense,  payable  by  Massachusetts.     In  the  former 
of  the  two  last  quoted  cases,  the  object  was  to  know  all,  who 
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were  liable  to  be  rated.  We  perceive,  then,  the  reason  why, 
in  one  relation,  the  polls  were  reckoned  from  sixteen  years  and 
upward,  and,  in  another,  from  sixteen  to  sixty  years.  Of 
course,  the  polls,  on  the  Union  ratio,  were  less  than  those  on 
the  tax  ratio  of  our  own  Colony.  This  variation  is  noticed  so 
that  the  results  of  both  modes  may  not  be  used  fully  alike,  in 
computing  the  inhabitants  of  our  own  and  the  other  associated 
Colonies.  The  method,  just  specified,  of  estimating  polls  in 
our  State  taxes,  has  been  continued  in  every  similar  assessment 
since.  Various  accounts  of  our  population  were  given  before 
1700,  some  of  which,  are  so  wide  from  correctness,  they  could 
not  have  been  calculated  on  such  a  basis. 

It  would  be  very  gratifying  to  have  proceedings  of  our  Leg* 
islature  as  to  regular  censuses  of  their  constituents,  from  ancient 
down  to  modern  times,  so  that  they  might  be  laid  before  the 
public  and  supply  social  deficiencies  in  each  community.  But, 
in  this,  our  wish  cannot  be  fully  realised.  While,  however,  we 
pass  over  a  large  space  without  culling  a  flower,  the  whole 
course  is  not  a  waste ;  it  reaches  and  embraces  spots,  where 
desirable  gleanings  can  be  made.  The  first  movement  for  a 
census  in  Massachusetts,  except  one  for  negroes  ordered  1754, 
which  we  find  on  our  legislative  records.  Was  begun  in  1763. 
The  occasion  and  delay  of  such  a  measure  will  appear  from  the 
subsequent  documents.  Required  by  the  British  govemnient, 
it  was  viewed,  with  anxious  jealousy,  by  our  fathers,  as  another 
plan  for  the  imposition  of  taxes  on  our  Province  and  the  in- 
fringement of  their  charter  rights.  The  numbering  of  Israel 
by  David  and  its  results  were  remembered,  and  applied  by  some 
to  the  injunction  for  their  observance,  as  similarly  objectionable 
and  liable  to  be  followed  with  judgments.  Besides,  the  propo- 
sal, with  so  wide  an  application,  being  an  unpractised  one,  in 
this  meridian,  was  met  with  objections,  common  to  novelties  in 
political  requisitions.  Governor  Francis  Bernard,  on  the  2d  of 
June,  1763,  communicated  the  subsequent  message  to  both 
Houses  of  our  Greneral  Court. 

"  I  am  directed  by  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  take  a  particular 
account  of  the  number  of  the  people  of  this  Province  with  all 
proper  distinctions  thereof.  I  am  desirous  to  have  this  done 
with  the  utmost  exactness,  as  such  information  will  be  of  great 
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use  to  the  Ooverament  of  this  Provinee  as  well  as  of  his 
jesty's  ministers.  I  therefore  propose  to  have  the  returns  of  the 
several  towns  made  upon  oath  according  to  a  form  issued  for 
this  purpose.  And  as  I  apprehend  these  orders  will  be  more 
effectual,  if  they  are  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  whole 
Legislature,  I  recommend  this  affair  to  your  consideration.'' 

Though  disappointed  of  a  punctual  reply,  well  acquainted 
with  the  feverish  state  of  the  public  mind,  and  after  waiting  a 
sufficient  time  for  deliberation,  the  chief  magistrate  addressed 
the  same  bodies  again,  on  this  subject,  January  19,  1764.  "  At 
the  last  session,  I  informed  you,  that  I  had  orders  frora  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  among  other  things,  to  return  an  accoant  of 
the  numbers  of  the  people  of  this  Province,  and  that  I  found  it 
necessary  to  ask  your  assistance  to  enable  me  to  do  this  in  the 
most  effectual  manner.  This  business  was  then  under  your 
consideration,  but  being  some  how  or  other  misunderstood,  it 
never  came  to  a  conclusion.    But  I  learnt  that  a  principal  ob- 

4 

jection  to  my  proposal  was,  that  it  did  not  appear  this  question 
was  equally  proposed  to  other  colonies,  although,  upon  the  face 
of  the  queries,  it  appeared  to  be  a  general  and  circular  requisi- 
tion, and  that  it  was  frequently  repeated  at  a  eertain  distance 
of  time.  As  I  had  no  opportunity  to  satisfy  you  upon  tliis 
point,, at  the  last  session,  I  soon  after  informed  myself  of  what 
had  been  done,  in  the  same  case,  in  the  neighbouring  Colony 
of  Connecticut.  And  I  find  that  this  question  has  been  an- 
swered about  two  years  ago,  and  that  the  answer  was  framed 
by  the  same  method  I  proposed  to  you,  namely,  a  return  of  the 
selectmen  of  each  town  by  order  of  the  General  Court.  It  also 
appears  from  their  return,  that  the  same  question  had  been  pro- 
posed in  1756,  and  that  an  exact  return  had  been  made  to  it. 
If  this  had  been  made  known  to  you,  at  the  last  session,  I  make 
no  doubt  but  that  you  would  readily  have  complied  with  my 
request.  And,  as  upon  all  occasions,  I  represent  your  proceed- 
ings in  the  most  favourable  light  I  can,  I  have  acquainted  their 
Lordships,  that  I  considered  this  business  as  postponed  only, 
and  that  I  did  not  doubt  but  that  it  would  pass  at  the  next 
session.  I  must  therefore  desire  you  to  reconsider  it  according 
to  my  former  report." 

Thus  disposed  to  interpret  the  delay  of  the  Legislature  in  a 


FURTHER  STEPS  FOR  A  CENSUS.  136 

lenient  stylei  the  Governor  did  not  receire  from  them  the 
promptest  attention  to  his  wishes.     They  cherished  objections, 
ia   some  degree,  similar  to  those  of  the  people.     With  such 
drawbacks,  it  was  a  fortnight  before  they  came  up  to  the  work, 
^which  Sir  Francis  was  earnest  for  them  to  perform.     They 
Ttrell  knew  that  an  open  rupture  with  him,  on  this  subject, 
Mirhile  their  relations  to  the  crown  were  critically  situated,* 
iHTOuld  increase  the  prejudice  against  them,  already  abundant  at 
the  Court  of  St  James.     As  a  salvo  for  their  past  non-compli- 
ance with  his  first  request  and  a  preventive  of  greater  difficulty 
in  their  political  concerns,  they  adopted  the  succeeding  order. 

1764,  February  3.  ''In  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Upon  considering  of  his  Excellency's  message  of  the  19th  ulti- 
mo, ordered,  that  the  selectmen  of  each  town  and  district,  in 
this  Province,  to  be  chosen  for  the  year  1764,  do,  as  soon  as 
conveniently  may  be,  take  an  exact  account  of  the  number  of 
dwelling  houses,  families/ and  people  in  their  respective  towns 
and  districts,  including  as  well  Indians  civilized,  negroes  and 
molattos,  aa  white  people,  and  females  as  well  as  nudes,  and 
distinguishing  them  in  this  form,  namely, 

C  luflilfiS 

White  people  under  sixteen  years,  <  pgm«ieg 

A«  •      -  ( Males 

Abore  sixteen,  J  p^^^^^ 

Families, 
Houses, 

And  return  the  same  into  the  Secretary's  office  by  U|e  last  day 
rf  December  next."  This  was  consented  to  by  the  Council 
and  confirmed  by  the  Governor.  * 

Thus  sanctioned,  the  project  seemed  as  though  it  would  be 
successful.  But  as  the  heart  of  the  people  was  not  in  it,  many 
refused  to  comply  with  its  requisitions.  No  doubt,  their  disr 
affection  to  it  was  much  increased  by  the  tidings,  that  the 
Parliament  had  voted  to  tax  the  American  Colonies.  Nor  was 
the  acerbity  of  their  feelings  towards  it,  at  all  sweetened  by  the 
Sugar  Act,  which  restricted  their  commerce  with  the  West 


136  PROVISIONS  TO  SECURE  A  CENSUS. 

Indies.  After  waiting  over  a  year,  with  bis  patience  much 
tried  and  his  fear  not  small,  lest  the  British  authorities  would 
look  on  him  as  nerveless,  the  Chief  Magistrate  desired,  that  the 
stronger  confirmations  of  a  formal  law  might  be  superadded. 
Accordingly,  March  1,  1766,  "  An  act  for  carrying  into  ezecu* 
tion  an  order  of  the  General  Court  for  numbering  the  people 
within  this  Province,"  passed  in  the  two  houses  to  be  engros- 
sed. On  the  6th,  it  received  the  signature  of  the  Governor. 
After  reciting  the  order,  it  contains  the  following  clauses. 

"  And  whereas  several  of  the  selectmen  of  towns  and  dis- 
tricts within  this  Province,  have  complied  with  the  abovesaid 
order,  and  divers  others  have  neglected  their  duty  therein,  and 
have  not  made  return  as  directed,  by  which  neglect  the  design 
of  the  said  order  has  been  evaded. 

<*  For  remedy  whereof,  and  that  a  uniform  return  may  be 
made  agreeable  to  his  Majesty's  requisition,  by  his  ministers  to 
his  Excellency  the  Governor,  Therefore, 

<<  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, That  the  selectmen  of  such  town  and  district  within 
this  Province  chosen  for  the  year  One  Thousand  Seven  Hun- 
dred and  Sixty-Four,  where  the  above  order  has  not  been  com- 
plied with,  or  the  survivors  of  them,  do  take  an  exact  account 
of  the  number  of  dwellings,  houses,  families  and  people,  agree- 
able to  the  form  aforementioned,  and  make  return  thereof  unto 
the  sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  respectively,  on  or  before  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  May  next ;  and  in  case  of  refusal  or  neg- 
lect of  their  duty,  to  forfeit  and  pay  to  his  Majesty  for  the  use 
of  the  county  where  such  offence  shall  arise,  the  sum  of  fifty 
pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  county,  in 
any  Court  of  Record  proper  to  try  the  same. 

''  And  oe  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case  any  master  or  mis- 
tress of  any  family  shall  refuse  .to  give  a  proper  and  true  list 
when  required,  by  one  or  more  of  the  selectmen  of  any  town  or 
district,  he  or  she  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  forty  shillings,  to  be 
recovered  by  the  Treasurer  of  such  town,  (for  use  of  the  poor 
thereof, )  before  any  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for 
such  county." 

Thus  the  first,  most  particular  census  of  our  Commonwealth 
was  introduced  and  carried  forward  in  ohe  of  the  stormiest 
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periods  of  our  political  history*  Its  struggles  for  existence  and 
completion  amid  the  opposite  forces  of  power  resisted  by  sub* 
jects,  and  amid  the  discordant  elements  of  social  interests  sternly 
braced  against  each  other,  present  it  to  us  as  associated  with 
recollections  of  no  ordinary  name  or  nature* 

The  next  movement  for  numbering  our  inhabitants,  was 
made  by  authority  and  for  objects,  which  had  never  before  ex- 
isted among  them.  It  was  begun  by  our  Provincial  Congressi 
who  had  recently  seceded  from  the  administration  of  Governor 
Gage ;  had  taken  the  perilous  and  responsible  step  of  directing 
the  affairs  of  the  Commonwealth  independently  of  British  rule, 
and  of  concerting  measures  to  resist  the  onsets  of  the  legions, 
who  were  lately  connected  with  them  under  the  same  sceptre 
of  empire.  It  comes  to  us  surrounded  by  circumstances,  on 
whose  like  we  shall  never  look  again.  It  was  passed,  Decem- 
ber 7,  1774,  and  is  of  the  following  tenor. 

"  Ordered  that  John  Adams,  Esq.,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams  and 
Col.  Danielson  be  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  resolve,  relative  to 
the  taking  the  number  of  inhabitants,  and  the  quantity  of  ex- 
ports and .  imports  of  merchandize  and  of  the  manufactures  of 
all  kinds  in  this  Colony."  And  the  committee  was  directed  to 
sit  immediately.  The  ccmimittee,  having  attended  that  service, 
reported  as  fclloweth,  viz  : 

"  Resolved  that  a  committee  be  appointed,  consisting  of  one 
gentleman  from  each  county,  and  one  from  each  maritime  town 
of  this  Colony,  to  prepare,  from  the  best  authentic  evidence, 
which  can  be  procured,  a  true  state  of  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants, and  of  the  quantities  of  exports  and  imports  of  goods, 
wares  and  merchandize  and  of  the  manufactures  of  all  kinds, 
within  the  Colony,  to  be  used  by  our  delegates  in  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  on  or  before  the 
10th  day  of  May  next,  as  they  shall  think  proper.  And  the 
members  of  this  committee  for  each  county,  be  nominated  by 
the  members  of  this  Congress  for  said  county,  and  the  member 
for  each  maritime  town  be  nominated  by  the  Representative  of 
such  town.  Ordered,  that  the  several  counties  be  ready  to  re- 
port their  nominations  at  3  o'clock  this  afternoon."  At  this 
hour  the  committee  reported  as  follows.  <'  The  several  coun- 
ties and  maritime  towns  nominated  their  members  for  the  com- 
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mittee  according  to  the  Resolve  in  the  forenoon,  who  were 
accepted  by  Congress  and  are  as  follow,  viz. ;  County  of  Saffolk| 
Mr.  Palmer;  Boston,  Doct.  Warren;  Essex,  Col.  Gerrish;  Lynn, 
Capt.  Mansfield  ;•  Marblehead,  Col.  Orne;  Salem,  Hon.  Mr, 
Derby ;  Beverly,  Capt.  Batchildor;  Manchester,  Mr.  Woodbury; 
Gloucester,  Capt.  Coffin;  Ipswich,  Capt.  Farley;  Newbury* 
port,  Capt.  Greenleaf ;  Haverhill,  Samoel  White,  Esq. ;  DanverSi 
Doct.  Holten;  Middlesex,  Col.  Prescott;  Charlestown,  Mr. 
Gorham ;  Medford,  Mr.  Hall ;  Hampshire,  Hon.  Major  Hawley ; 
Plymouth,  Doct.  Perkins ;  town  of  Plymouth,  Mr.  Lothrop ; 
Kingston,  Col.  Thomas ;  Duxboro,  Mr.  Partridge ;  Scituate, 
Nathan  Cushing,  Esq. ;  Barnstable,  Daniel  Davis,  Esq.;  Sand- 
wich, Capt.  Nye ;  Eastham,  Mr.  Holbrook ;  i3ristol,  Doct.  Cobb ; 
Dartmouth,  Benjamin  Aiken,  Esq. ;  Freetown,  Mr.  Durfee ; 
York,  Mr.  Sullivan ;  Kittery,  Charles  Chaunceyl  Esq." 

But  some  over  a  year  had  elapsed  from  the  issue  of  the  last 
act  for  a  <:ensus,  when  the  necessities  of  our  General  Govern* 
ment  required  another.  In  that  short  period  great  events  had 
transpired ;  two  hardly  contested  battles  were  fought  on  the  soil 
of  Massachusetts,  which  signified,  that  the  people  had  solemnly 
pledged  themselves  to  continue  in  arms  until  their  grievances 
were  redressed  or  their  freedom  secured.  A  similar  spirit  had 
infused  itself  into  the  great  mass  of  our  country  and  was  im- 
parted to  their  Delegates  in  Congress.  These  authorities,  in 
order  to  meet  the  pressing  expenditures,  caused  by  a  conflict, 
so  ccMnmenced,  had  entered  on  the  experiment  of  emitting  paper 
money.  That  they  might  divide  such  currency,  in  just  pro- 
portion, among  the  Colonies  of  the  Union,  they  found  it  re- 
quisite to  be  furnished  with  their  respective  numbers  of  inhabi- 
tants. 

Their  action  on  this  subject,  was  of  December  26,  1776,  and 
of  the  succeeding  tenor. 

<<  Resolved,  that  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  be  pledged  for 
the  redemption  of  the  bills  of  credit  so  directed  to  be  emitted. 
That  each  Colony  provide  ways  and  meaiis  to  sink  its  propor* 
tion  of  said  bills,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  most  effectual, 
and  best  adapted  to  the  condition,  circumstances,  and  equal 
mode  of  levying  taxes  in  each  Colony.  That  the  proportion  or 
quota  of  each  req)ective  Colony  be  determined  according  to 
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the  namber  of  inhabitants  of  all  ages,  including  negroes  and 
mnlattoes,  in  each  colony.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
several  Assemblies^  Conventions,  or  Councils,  or  Committees  of 
Safety  of  the  respective  Colonies,  to  a$certain,'by  the  most  im- 
partial and  effectual  meaps  in  their  power,  the  number  of  inhab- 
itants in  each  respective  colony,  taking  care  that  the  lists  be 
authenticated  by  the  oaths  of  the  several  persons  who  shall  be 
intrusted  with  this  service ;  and  that  the  said  Assemblies, 
Conventions,  Councils,  or  Committees  of  Safety,  do  respectively 
lay  before  this  Congress  a  return  of  the  number  of'  inhabitants 
of  their  respective  Colonies,  as  soon  as  the  same  shall  be  pro- 
cured." 

With  such  a  communication  our  General  Court  punctually 
conformed.  They  were  kept  back  by  no  dread  of  management 
behind  the  curtain,  for  forging  the  fetters  of  oppression.  They 
saw  the  whole  scene,  with  no  covering  but  the  broad  canopy 
of  heaven,  purposed  and  acted  for  the  triumph  of  liberty.  Like 
men  whose  intellectual  and  moral  energies  were  enlisted  in  a 
momentous  enterprise,  they  seconded  the  wishes  of  their  com- 
patriots in  the  National  Councils.  That  the  matter  might  re- 
ceive the  strongest  expression  of  their  will,  they  sanctioned  it 
with  a  particular  act  This  document,  as  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  had  not  been  made  by  our  Congressional  Grov- 
ernment,  is  headed  in  the  regal  style-— one  of  the  last,  lingering 
indications  that  the  royal  sceptre  had  once  swayed  the  risen 
colonies. 

"  In  the  sixteenth  year  of  the  Reign  of  George  the  Third, 
King,  etc. 

'^  An  Act  for  the  carrying  into  execution  a  Resolve  of  the 
American  Congress,  for  ascertaining  the  number  of  inhabitants 
in  this  Colony. 

<<  Whereas  the  American  Congress  have  recommended  to  the 
several  Assemblies,  Conventions,  Councils,  and  Committees  of 
Safety  of  the  respective  Colonies,  to  ascertain,  by  the  most  im- 
partial and  effectual  means  in  their  power,  the  number  of  Inhab- 
itants in  the  Colonies  respectively:  fie  it  enacted,  by  the 
Council  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  assem- 
bled, and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  the  Selectmen  who 
shall  be  chosen  in  each  town  within  this  Colony  for  the  year 

17 
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one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  serenty-mz,  at  their  anni^d 
meeting  in  March,  shall  take  an  exact  account  of  the  number  of 
inhabitants,  of  all  ages,  including  negroes  and  mulattoes,  (dis- 
tinguishing the  number  of  each,)  resident  in  their  respective 
towns,  and  belonging  to  this  Colony  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
March  aforesaid,  and  all  soldiers  and  seamen  in  the  service  of 
the  Continent  or  of  this  Colony,  who  are  to  be  K^onsidered  as 
inhabitants  of  the  towns  to  which  they  belonged  respectively 
when  they  entered  the  said  services,  and  that  they  shall  make 
retorn  of  the  same  into  the  Secretary's  office  of  this  Colony,  on 
or  before  the  last  day  of  June  next.  And  every  Selectman 
refusing  or  neglecting  his  duty  herein,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  as  a 
fine  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  the  sum  of  four  pounds." 

The  Act  proceeds  to  point  out  its  expectation  from  heads  of 
families,  the  compensation  and  oath  of  the  censors,  etc.  It 
passed  through  the  customary  stages,  and  was  enacted  by  the 
Council,  Feb.  16,  1776. 

As  an  ai^ndage,  to  facilitate  the  accomplishment  of  the  Act, 
so  passed,  we  have  the  subjoined  directions  of  our  Legislature. 

1776,  Feb.  16.  "  Resolve  prescribing  Aie  form  of  a  return  to 
be  made  by  the  several  towns  in  this  Colony,  of  the  numbers  of 
their  inhabitants : 

**  The  names  of  the  heads  of  each  family. 

<'  The  number  of  white  people  in  each  family. 

<'  The  number  of  negroes  and  mulattoes  in  eaeh  family. 

"  Whole  number  in  each  family. 

"  In  the  House  of  Representatives. — Resolved,  that  the  list 
contain  the  return  of  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  each 
town  in  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  to  be  made  by  the 
Selectmen  of  the  respective  towns,  pursuant  to  a  late  act,  shall 
be  of  the  foregoing  form,  and  that  two  hundred  and  sixty 
lists  of  the  form  aforesaid,  and  the  like  number  of  said  acts,  be 
printed  and  sent  to  the  Selectmen  of  the  several  towns  in  this 
Colony,  as  soon  as  may  be.'^ 

A  Resolve  was  passed  at  the  same  date.  That  bonseholders  in 
unincorporated  places  give  a  list  of  the  members  in  their  fami- 
lies, on  oath,  to  such  committees  as  should  be  appointed  by 
General  Court,  and  that  sixty  lists  and  a  like  number  of  acts 
should  be  printed  and  forwarded  to  said  conmiittees.    The  pur- 
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po«6  thas  fonned  for  correct  returns  of  our  population,  essential 
for  the  right  assessment  of  men  and  money  in  such  an  import* 
ant  emergency,  was  not  disappointed. 

After  having  buffetted  the  storm  of  revolution  for  nearly  six 
years,  since  they  had  called  for  an  enumeration  of  the  people  in 
their  jurisdiction,  Congress  again  issued  their  injunction  for 
such  a  design.  At  this  moment,  they  vrere  in  the  midst  of  a 
most  alarming  crisis,  as  to  the  downfall  of  credit  in  their  cur* 
rency,  and  of  abounding  fears  lest  their  enterprise  for  liberty 
would  utterly  fail.  In  their  searching  glance,  they  saw  the 
Union,  as  it  were,  east  down,  and  almost  sunk.  Still  they 
stood  at  their  post,  and  struggled  to  make  the  best  of  their  dis- 
astrous condition.  They  knew  that  a  period  of  changes  had 
wrought  differences  in  the  country,  which  could  be  ascertained 
only  by  a  census,  and  which  must  be  allowed  for  in  the  pro* 
posed  system  of  heavy  taxation,  so  that  the  spirit  of  discontent 
might  not  have  an  additional  occasion  for  its  increase.  As  the 
result  of  these  circumstances,  we  have  the  following  from  their 
records: 

^^Bytfae  United  Stales  in  Congress  assembled.  Dec.  11, 
1781— 

^<  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States,  to  cause  to  be  taken  and  transmitted  to  Con- 
gress, as  soon  as  practicable,  the  number  of  the  white  inhabit- 
ants thereof,  pursuant  to  the  ninth  article  of  the  confederation." 

This  communication  was  duly  laid  before  our  Legislature, 
who  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  several  members  for  consideration. 
These  persons  returned  the  subsequent  paper,  relative  to  the 
proposal.  The  whole  of  it,  except  the  introduction,  is  here 
presented,  as  a  dociuoent  which  furnishes  us  with  the  views  of 
prominent  men  as  to  out  population  of  that  day,  in  several  bear- 
ings.    Its  date  was  Feb.  20,  1783. 

*<  Resolved,  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested 
to  write  to  Congress  upon  the  subject,  and  the  following  esti- 
mate to  be  enclosed. 

^<  A  very  accurate  account  of  the  number  of  souls  within  this 
Commonwealth  was  taken  in  the  year  1776,  at  which  time  the 
Whites  amounted  to  338,627,  and  as  there  was  a  general  valu- 
ation taken  of  all  the  Polls,  rateable  and  not  rateable,  whether 
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at  home  or  abroad,  in  1772,  1778,  and  1781, — ^it  is  supposed  a 
more  accurate  account  of  the  number  of  Whites  cannot  be  had, 
than  from  the  said  returns.  In  1772,  the  Polls,  rateable  and 
not  rateable,  were  71,728  ;  in  1776,  76,300  ;  and  the  number 
of  Whites  were  338,850.  In  1778,  the  Polls,  rateable  and  not 
rateable,  at  home  and  abroad,  were  76,854 ;  multiplied  by  4^, 
as  in  the  first  instance,  make  the  White  Inhabitants  345,843. 
In  1781,  the  Polls,  rateable  and  not  rateable,  at  home  and 
abroad,  amount  to  79,645,  which  make  the  White  Inhabitants, 
upon  the  same  estimation,  to  be  358,402.  The  Polls,  rateable 
and  not  rateable,  include  all  kind  of  male  persons^  from  16  to 
100  years  of  age,  including  Blacks,  whether  in  hospitals,  alms- 
houses, or  however  decrepid  or  infirm.  In  the  above  numberi 
358,402,  are  included  7,311,  in  the  following  towns  and  planta- 
tions in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  who  have  been  no  advantage  to 
the  Commonwealth,  as  to  taxes  or  men ;  on  the  contraryi  very 
expensive  to  them  on  accomit  of  their  being  so  contiguous  to 
the  enemy.  Also  7,234  in  Di|kes  county  and  Nantucket,  who 
are  nearly  in  the  same  circumstances,  as  to  any  assistance 
in  men  or  money.  Not  to  mention  the  frequent  deductions  of 
men  and  taxes  from  other  counties,  where  they  border  on  the 
sea  coast. 

"  As  it  is  not  known  what  use  Congress  will  make  of  the 
above  estimation,  it  is  judged  best  to  be  as  particular  as  possible. 

"  No.  of  Whites  referred  to  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  viz. 

Sterlington,  474 

AdjoiniDg  to  Fownalboro',  90 

Adjoining  to  Newcastle,  682 

Machias,  S2S 

Freodiman'a  Bay,  845 

Paasamaquady,  206 

Goldaborough,  SS8 

Prankfort,  498 

Deer  Island,  848 

No.  1  and  2,  198 

Nashkeag,  404 

No.  8,  Major  Bacaduce,  489 
Plantation  of  Meduncook  and 

Little  Georges,  229 

4,722 
2,689 


Pleasant  Point, 

288 

Jones*  Pl^tation« 

49 

Plantation  above  Winslow, 

890 

Narrowgaugus, 

268 

No.  4, 

117 

Union  River, 

238 

Mt.  Desert  and  adj.  Islands. 

286 

Camden, 

245 

Adjacent  to  Bowdoinham, 
Ball  River, 

79 

166 

Fox  Islands, 

241 

No.  6, 

202 

Blue  Hill  Bay, 
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2,589 


Whites,  7,811 

(Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

NATHANIEL  OORHAM,  Speaker. 
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It  appears  that  the  report  so  made  was  accepted  by  the 
House,  but  not  by  the  Senate.  The  latter  branch,  the  next 
May  8th  sent  down  a  Resolve  for  a  literal  compliance  with  the 
one  from  Congress ;  but  it  received  no  response.  The  matter 
seems  to  have  dropped  between  the  diversities  of  opinion,  and 
the  preceding  data  were  permitted  to  serve  the  purpose  of  taxa- 
tion to  carry  on  the  war.  Whatever  else  may  have  induced 
the  Representatives  thus  to  hold  back,  it  was  not  to  hide  the 
real  number  of  our  inhabitants.  They  endorsed  the  liberal  es- 
timate of  the  report,  which  multiplied  the  polls  by  4^,  as  the 
amount  of  them,  instead  of  the  common  ratio  oi  4.  Their  ap- 
parent objection  to  comply  with  the  recommendation  of  Con- 
gress, was,  that  the  call  for  it,  in  Massachusetts,  was  not  so 
great  as  in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  because  they  had  means 
whereby  it  might  be  correctly  enough  answered,  as  to  all  its 
public  purposes.  They  also  probably  feared  that,  under  the 
great  burdens  borne  by  the  people,  such  a  measure  might  alien- 
ate the.  feelings  of  many  from  government,  without  any  abso- 
lute benefit.  Still,  the  example  of  the  Senate  was  safer  and 
wiser,  which  by  obedience  would  have  given  stability  to  the 
legislation  of  Congress,  already  too  weak-handed  by  deficien- 
cies of  the  confederacy. 

Still  perceiving  an  increased  need  for  a  census  of  the  nation, 
Congress,  a  few  weeks  before  they  received  the  glad  tidings  of 
peace,  resolved  that  another  should  be  taken.  They  ordered  it 
to  be  done,  in  a  tone  which  denoted  that  they  would  not  be 
put  off  as  they  had  been.  Our  Legislature,  freed  from  the  dis- 
couragements of  actual  warfare^  though  its  consequences  were 
deeply  and  extensively  felt  in  pecuniary  embarrassments,  very 
deliberately  attended  to  the  matter.  The  result  of  their  trans- 
actions on  this  subject,  is  embodied  in  an  act  of  July  2,  1784. 
This  document  was  the  last  of  the  kind  which  issued  from  our 
General  Court,  by  the  request  or  order  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment. The  cause  and  purpose  of  it  are  described  in  the  suc- 
ceeding quotation : 

"  Whereas  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  did,  oii 
the  17th  of  February  last  past,^  resolve,  <  that  the  Legislature  of 
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each  State  be  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  take  such  mea* 
sures  as  shall  appear  to  them  most  effectual  for  obtaining  a  just 
and  accurate  account  of  the  quantity  of  land  in  such  State, 
granted  to  or  surveyed  for  any  person,  the  number  of  buildings 
thereon,  distinguishing  dwelling-houses  from  other  buildings, 
and  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  distinguishing  white  from 
black ;'  which  account,  by  the  said  Resolve,  is  required  to  be 
transmitted  and  delivered  to  Congress."  The  various  assessors 
were  required  by  this  act  to  furnish  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth with  returns  of  these  particulars,  as  they  were  the 
first  day  of  September,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  next 
November. 

The  National  Government,  haying  been  delayed  in  their 
movements  by  reliance  on  the  States  for  the  enumeration  of 
their  respective  inhabitants,  and  endowed  with  fuller  power  by 
the  constitution,  proceeded,  in  1790,  to  order  a  census  of  the 
whole  country,  under  their  own  immediate  direction. 

The  instrument  here  named  is  well  known  to  have  beed 
adopted  by  delegates  from  most  of  the  States,  1787,  and  by  the 
people  of  the  latter,  the  next  year.  It  contains  the  following 
clause  as  to  censuses.  <<The  actual  enumeration  shall  be 
made  within  three  years  after  the  first  meeting  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  and  within  every  subsequent  term  of  ten 
years,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  by  law  direct." 

This  more  punctual  method  has  been  continued  every  decade 
of  years,  and  though  as  a  human  expedient  it  has  deficiencies, 
still  its  good  effects,  concerning  the  several  interests  of  political 
economy,  have  been  and  will  be  increasingly  realized. 

While  Congress  have  so  commendably  given  their  attention 
to  this  great  national  concern,  our  own  Commonwealth  have 
not  neglected  the  ancient  custom  of  having  the  number  of  their 
polls  ascertained  at  different  periods.  With  regard  to  the  last 
object,  it  was  enacted  by  our  Legislature,  April  12,  1837,  that 
^<  a  census  of  the  rateable  polls  in  the  several  cities  and  towns 
of  this  Commonwealth,  on  the  first  day  of  May  next,  and  on 
the  first  day  of  May  in  every  tenth  year  thereafter,  shall  be 
taken  and  returned  into  the  Secretary's  office,  in  the  said  month 
of  May."  Such  a  regulation,  with  its  other  provisions,  was 
adopted  to  meet  an  amendment,  oalled  the  12th  Article  of  the 
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Cotislitiition,  which  based  the  election  of  RepresentatiFes  on  a 
certain  proportion  of  rateable  polls,  and  was  accepted  by  a  Re- 
solFe,  March  24,  of  the  same  year.  Judging  that  an  alteration 
of  it  would  better  conform  with  seFeral  relations  of  the  State, 
the  General  Court  enacted,  March  21,  1840,  that  there  should 
be  a  census  of  the  people  at  large,  in  that  year,  and  every  tenth 
year  sabsequently.  With  regard  to  such  a  computation,  the 
law  requires,  that  '<  State  paupers  and  convicts  in  the  State 
Prison  shall  not  be  numbered ;  also,  inmates  of  hospitals,  jails, 
and  houses  of  correction,  and  students  in  colleges,  academies, 
and  high  schools,  shall  not  be  numbered  in  the  census  of  towns 
to  which  they  do  not  belong."  Such  a  change  will  be  beneficial 
not  only  in  its  immediate  objects,  but  also  in  affording  us  in- 
creased means  to  be  accurate  in  the  knowledge  of  our  popula- 
tion. Before  we  {Hroceed  to  give  tables  of  our  inhabitants,  at 
different  periods,  it  may  be  well  to  present  the  customary  meth- 
ods of  calculating  them. 

MODES  OF  COMPUTING  POPULATION. 

The  older  towns  of  our  Commonwealth,  individually  and 
collectively  viewed,  have  no  data,  for  a  long  period,  among  our 
legislative  documents,  whereby  they  can  exactly  know  the 
number  of  their  inhabitants,  as  then  existing.  Such  corpora- 
tions have  been  so  far  favored  as  to  preserve,  for  the  greater 
part,  their  own  records,  which  not  unfrequently  contain  lists  of 
houses,  families,  soldiers,  polls,  and  capitation  taxes ;  of  mar- 
riages, births,  and  deaths.  With  a  judicious  use  of  these  items, 
as  sanctioned  by  fair  arithmetical  demonstrations,  suited  to  the 
climate  of  New  England,  there  may  be  frequent  approximations 
to  the  number  of  the  people,  who  lived  at  times  which  afford 
no  explicit  computation  of  them.  True,  they  are  far  less  valu- 
able than  positive  accounts,  which  need  no  hypothesis  for  such 
a  purpose.  Still,  when  facts  fail,  they  are  the  only  staff  to 
keep  us  from  falling  into  deeper  ignorance  of  an  important  de- 
partment in  the  history  of  our  ancestors.  Thus  considered, 
they  deserve  to  be  noticed  as  we  pass  along. 

Respecting  houses,  inclusive  of  cottages  where  the  people 
are  commonly  stationary,  the  same  ratio  will  not  do  for  them  in 
all  sections  of  a  country.     In  Great  Britain,  about  1800,  while 
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each  house  of  one  place  averaged  4^  inhabitants,  each  house  of 
another  place  averaged  9  inhabitants,  and  so  on,  ranging  be- 
tween these  two  extremes.  But  the  general  proportion  of  this 
kind,  for  that  kingdom,  has  been  set,  in  several  computations, 
at  5|.  According  to  two  authentic  returns  of  Massachusetts, 
exclusive  of  Maine,  in  1790  and  1800,  the  ratio  was  as  follows : 
In  the  former,  there  were  over  6.96,  and  in  the  latter,  over  7.34 
of  occupants  in  every  house ;  making  a  medium  of  about  7.16. 
This  is  likely  to  be  a  fair  calculation  for  our  Commonwealth, 
and,  multiplied  by  the  number  of  houses,  will,  as  a  general 
thing,  show  the  number  of  people  in  former  years. 

As  to  families,  the  common  reckoning  of  them  in  Great  Bri- 
tain was  4^  for  one ;  but  their  census  of  1800  evidently  gives 
6.37.  The  ratio  in  Massachusetts  should  not  be  put  lower  than 
this ;  and  is  very  likely  to  be  not  less  than  Bi  individuals  for 
every  family. 

MILITARY  LISTS. 

These,  of  the  alarm  class,  comprised  formerly  all  males,  with 
some  exceptions,  from  16  years  old  and  upward.  Such  of 
course  equalled  about  the  number  of  polls,  and  would  be,  to  all 
the  inhabitants  among  whom  they  were  applicable,  as  one  to 
four.  In  this  respect,  they  were  long  ago  employed  by  the  po- 
litical economists  of  Europe,  in  their  population  estimates.  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  mentioned  a  like  use  of  similar  documents. 
During  the  period  from  the  first  to  the  close  of  the  second  char- 
ter^ of  Massachusetts,  her  military  lists  appear  to  have  been 
based  on  the  males  from  16  to  60  years  of  age.  The  United 
Colonies  of  New  England  made  their  calculations,  as  to  soldiers 
and  public  charges,  on  the  same  ratio.  Our  General  Court,  at 
their  session  of  May  27,  1662,  ordered  that  <<  all  Scotsmen,^  ne- 
groes, and  Indians,  inhabitants  with  or  servants  to  the  Eng- 
lish, from  the  age  of  16  to  60  yeares  of  age,  shaibe  listed,  and 
are  hereby  enjoyned  to  attend  traynings  as  well  as  the  Eng- 
lish."   With  an  indefinite  reference  to  this  passage,  the  printed 

'  Cong^rets  resolved,  July  18, 1775,  that  their  soldiers  should  be  from  16  to  BO  years  old. 
In  Massachusetts,  a  law  passed,  May,  1776,  for  men  of  this  class  to  be  16  and  above,  aUe- 
bodied.  Congress  ordered,  179%,  that  they  should  be  from  18  to  45  3  and  our  Legislatart 
confirmed  it  the  next  year — ^which  has  continued. 

'  Probably  transported  for  being  r^els  against  Parliament  in  1650. 
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edition  of  our  laws,  in  1660,  says  that  all  above  16  years  old, 
with  various  exceptions,  were  required  to  perform  military  ser- 
vice. But  it  does  not  seem  sufficient  to  do  away  the  force  of 
the  original  record.  Consequently,  the  number  of  our  militia, 
prior  to  the  Revolution  of  1775,  fell  short  of  those  on  the  alarm 
establishment,  which  is  nearly  the  number  of  polls.  This  defi- 
ciency was  about  one  ninth,  whiqh,  with  those  excused  for  va- 

_  ■ 

rious  reasons,  would,  as  Douglas  remarked  in  1742,  make  one' 
third.  Hence,  if  taking  the  known  number  of  our  militia  in 
former  periods,  when  the  amount  of  our  inhabitants  is  unknown, 
so  as  to  determine  the  latter  by  approximation,  we  may  multi* 
ply  such  soldiers  by  5^. 

Concerning  polls,  they  have  been  long  made  the  basis  of  esti- 
mating the  people  of  the  several  national  divisions.  From  a 
comparison  of  the  polls  with  all  the  inhabitants  of  Massachu- 
setts in  1790,  1800,  and  1820,  we  have  a  mediate  ratio  of  over 
3^,  which  nearly  approximates  to  the  generally  allowed  pro- 
portion. The  report,  made  by  a  committee  of  our  Legislature, 
in  1782,  and  previously  printed  among  these  pages,  bears  on 
the  topic  now  in  view.  They  computed  the  polls,  both  ratea- 
ble and  non-rateable,  of  1776,  almost  as  1  to  4^  of  *the  entire 
census  for  that  year.  From  this  data,  they  proceeded  to  reck- 
on the  inhabitants  for  1778  and  1781,  at  1  to  4^.  But  as  a 
geneiral  standard,  the  ratio  of  1  to  4  appears  to  be  more  consist- 
ent with  the  average  number  of  our  inhabitants. 

With  regard  to  the  capitation  tax,  this  has  the  sanction  of  an- 
cient practice,  as  a  method  to  estimate  population.  Find,  in 
various  periods  of  our  Commonwealth,  the  proportion  which 
this  kind  of  tax  holds  to  the  whole  colony,  or  province,  or  State 
tax.  Having  thus  gotten  the  ratio,  say,  as  the  amount  of  a 
bead*tax  is  to  one  poll,  so  is  the  aggregate  of  such  a  tax  to  all 
the  polls.  ThesOi  multiplied  as  usual  by  4,  show  the  entire 
population. 

In  reference  to  marriages,  births  and  deaths,  similar  deduc- 
tions may  be  drawn  from  them.  The  average  ratio,  which 
each  of  them  bears  to  the  known  amount  of  inhabitants  in  any 
given  period,  will  indicate  nearly  the  unknown  amount  of  in- 
habitants of  other  periods,  wherein  the  proportion  of  marriages, 
births  and  deiaths  is  known.    It  is  understood  that  this  proposi- 

18 
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tion  relates  to  such  places,  as  have  not  been  subject  to  eztraoN 
dinary  changes  in  custoins,'heaUh  and  means  of  -subsistence. 
As  an  illustration,  take  an  example  from  deaths.  Say,  that  the 
annual  average. of  these,  in  a  town  of  1,000  people,  for  more  or 
less  than  ten  years,  is  tweuty.  Suppose,  that  there  is  a  like 
proportion  of  fifteen  in  the  same  place,  for  an  equal  period, 
wherein  the  number  of  the  inhsJbitants  has  been  lost  Then 
the  ratios  stand  as  20  to  1,000,  so  is  16  to  750,  the  estimated 
population.  Occasionally,  calculations  are  made  by  means  of 
general  taxes.  The  proportions,  adopted,  are,  as  the  whole 
State  tax  is  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Commonwealth,  so  is 
the  tax  of  any  town  to  all  its  inhabitants.  But  this  application 
is  far  from  being,  universally  correct.  The  defect  arises  from 
the  unequal  amount  of  property  in  different  towns,  even  though 
they  should  have  the  same  number'of  polls. 

Having  thus  run  through  these  premises,  we  will  proceed  to 
gather  up  the  parts  as  well  as  the  aggregates  of  population. 
Before  we  begin  to  present  a  view  of  the .  people  in  each  town, 
so  far  as  there  are  data,  it  may  be  well  to  give  a  statement  of 
their  collective  amounts,  at  different  periods,  down  to  1766. 
As  colored  individuals  were  not  comprised,  for  the  most  of  this 
period,  in  the  term,  polls,  they  will  be  understood  as  excluded 
from  the  enumeration,. unless  particularly  specified. 

Respecting  the  arrangement  of  the  three  principal  races  who 
have  been  among  us,  they  will  be  presented  separately,  so  far 
as  practicable ;  that  is,  the  whites,  in  the  first  enumeration,  the 
Indians,  the  second,  and  the  Africans,  the  third. 

WHITE  POPULATION. 

It  would  be  exceedingly  gratifying  to  have  the  materials  of 
modern  times,  for  a  full  presentation  of  this  subject.  But  it  is 
vain  to  trouble  ourselves  with  reflections,  that  such  an  object  is 
beyond  our  reach. 

In  1626,  after  Rev.  John  Lyford  left  Salem  for  Virginia, 
there  probably  remained  thirty  souls  of  all  ages.  It  is  not  un- 
likely, that  there  were  then  80  more  at  Mount  WoUaston  and 
other  places,  making  a  total  of  110.  In  1629,  Mr.  Higginson 
stated,  that  there  were  300  new  and  old  planters  at  Salem  and 
Charlestown.    Among  the  emigrants,  who  arrived  that  year, 
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were  GO  single  and  married  females  with  26  children.  Besides 
these,  the  planters  probably  had  as  many  as  60  servants.  As 
Mount  Wollaston  settlement  had  terminated,  and  sickness  had 
diminished  the  colonists,  who  came  with  Endicott,  there  may 
not  have  been  moire  than  140,  who  resided  in  Massachusetts 
before  1629,  that  survived  and  contirfued.  Of  these  survivors, 
70  may  have  been  comprehended  among  the  planters.  Such 
items  would  make  the  people  of  the  whole  Colony,  in  1629,  as 
then  bounded,  amount  to  506.  More  than  80  of  this  number 
were  cut  off,  the  next  winter,  by  disease. 

In  1637,  the  General  Court  ordered  211  men  pVoportionably 
from  each  town  in  Massachusetts.  Salem  was  assessed  24  of 
them  and  then  had  900  inhabitants.  Say  as  the  latter  number 
of  meais  to  their  population,  so  are  211  men  to  the  whole 
population  of  all  the  towns.    The  result  is  7,912  and  a  fraction. 

Winthrop's  Journal  related,  in  1639,  that  the  soldiers  of  the 
Bay  were  mustered  at  Boston  and  amounted  to  1,000.  From 
supposing,  that  the  Bay  then  included  what  was  subsequently 
Essex  County,  some  of  the  best  historical  authorities  have  taken 
such  military  force  to  be  all,  which  existed  in  what  has  been 
denominated  Massachusetts.  But  as  it  reached  no  further  north 
than  Chelsea,  there  were  about  611  more  soldiers.  The  reason 
for  this  supposition  is,  that,  in  1637,  the  towns,  not  included  in 
the  preceding  reference  of  Winthrop,  wore  assessed  80  of  the 
211  soldiers,  ordered  against  the  Pequods.  Though  this  ratio 
is  not  conclusively  right,  in  its  application  to  the  case  in  view, 
because  of  changes  in  the  number  of  the  people,  during  the 
interim  of  two  years,  yet  it  is  not  likely  to  be  far  from  being 
correct.  Computing  the  total,  1,611  of  the  militia,  at  6^,  as 
their  part  of  the  whole  people,  the  Colony  contained  8,692. 
The  moderate  increase  of  two  years,  though  many  emigrants 
came  in  1638,  may  be  accounted  for  in  the  companies,  who 
went  to  other  colonies,  and  in  the  departure  of  those,  who  were 
sent  off  or  went  away  on  account  of  the  difficulties  with  Ann 
Hutchinson.  Johnson  observed,  in  his  Wonder  Working  Pro- 
▼ideoce,  that,  in  the  period  of  fifteen  years  to  1643,  there  had 
been  brought  to  Massachusetts  about  21,200  passengers.  More 
than  balfof  this  number,  at  such  a  date,  had,  for  other  reasons 
in  connection  with  that  just  assigned ,  returned  to  Europe  or 


140  WHITE  POPULATION. 

gone  to  different  sections  of  America.  Among  these  reasons 
may  be  particularly  classed  this,  that  as  the  persecution  of  the 
Puritans  in  England  ceased  in  1640,  and  thus  stopped  the  tid^ 
of  emigration  to  our  shores,  many  of  the  colonists  w^re  induced 
to  return  and  dwell  in  their  native  country. 

The  modern  part  of  Universal  History,  vol.  29,  p.  288,  states, 
that,  in  1642,  New  England*  could  raise  7  or  8,000  militia. 
Such  an  estimate  is  too  high.  If  we  allow  Massachusetts  |  of 
them,  about  her  proportion,  she  would  have  had  a  population 
of  over  20,000.     This  was  much  beyond  the  reality. 

In  1654,  the  rateable  polls  of  Connecticut,  from  16  to  60, 
werie  775.  These  multiplied  by  4^  would  give  3,186.  The 
year  before,  of  250  men,  required  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
United  Colonies  to  march  against  Ninigret,  the  Niantick  Sa- 
chem, Massachusetts  was  placed  at  166,  and  Connecticut  at  33 
men.  Then  as  33  are  to  3,186  ^ouls,  so  are  166  to  the  popu- 
lation of  our  Colony,  being  16,026.  One  cause,  that  there  had 
been  no  greater  increase,  was  the  departure  of  many,  in  1648, 
for  England.  Such  a  movement  excited  the  apprehension  of 
the  leading  men,  who  remained. 

In  1665,  the  General  Court,  in  one  of  their  replies  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Charles  II.,  stated)  that  oui:  militia  consisted 
of  4,000  foot  and  400  horse.  Multiplying  these  by  5^,  we 
have  23,467  within  a  fraction,  as  the  people  of  this  Common- 
wealth. It  is  likely,  that  the  few  towns  of  New  Hampshire 
and  Maine,  then  under  our  jurisdiction,  were  comiurised  in  the 
calculation. 

Chalmers  gives  the  men  of  Connecticut  for  1671,  6,  7,  8  and 
1679.  But  a  computation  of  them  with  taxes,  assigned  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  relation  to  Massachu- 
setts, fall  so  much  short  of  what  must  have  been  her  population, 
it  is  not  safe  to  depend  on  such  premises.  There  must  be  a 
mistake  in  some  respect  or  other. 

The  same  author  quotes  an  estimation  of  about  1673,  which 
allows  to  New  England,  120,000  souls,  13,000  families  and 
16,000  soldiers.  The  first  item  exceeds  all  reasonable  bounds. 
Results  from  a  calculation,  based  on  the  two  last  items,  make 
Che  first  much  less.  The  families,  multiplied  by  5^  persons 
^ach,  would  afford  the  product  of  71,500.    The  military  oiuiti- 
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pMed  by  6jr  would  gire  86,333,  as  the  inhabitants  of  New  En- 
gland.  The  mean  proportion  of  these  two  sums  is  78,416 
within  a  fraction.  The  people  of  Massachusetts  appear  to  have 
then  sustained  a  relation  to  those  of  New  England  as  100  to 
220.  From  these  data,  we  say  as  220  to  78,416,  so  is  100  to 
35,644,  bdng  the  inhabitants  of  this  Commonwealth.  Com- 
paring such  a  number  with  that  of  1666,  shows  a  greater  ad- 
dition for  eight  years,  than  is  likely  to  have  been  made. 

In  1676,  Edward  Randolph  answered  various  inquiries,  made 
by  the  Privy  Council  of  the  King.  Speaking  of  Massachusetts, 
his  language  was,  <<  The  inhabitants  within  this  government, 
in<;ludiog  Hampshire  and  Maine,  are  computed  to  be  upwards 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  souls."  How  he  came  to  so 
extravagant  a  conclusion,  from  any  known  data  in  that  day,  no 
one  can  explain.  He  must  have  made  a  random  conjecture, 
prompted  by  his  prevailtpg  wish  to  magnify  the  strength  of  the 
Colonies  so  that  they  might  be  considered  as  more  important  in 
England  and  receive  a  more  rigid  scrutiny  from  the  parent 
government.  Equally  unaccountable  are  his  statements,  giving 
Massachusetts  30  or  40,000  militia,  and  Boston  4,000.  Chal- 
mers  informs  us,  that  the  reports  of  Randolph  were  distrusted 
by  the  Lords,  to  whom  they  were  made.  The  statements,  jusl 
mentioned,  was  like  several  others,  given  by  foreigners,  which 
so  much  exceed  any,  founded  on  facts,  that  the  mind  is  some- 
times in  doubt  what  to  believe  and  the  writer  what  to  record, 
as  to  the  population  of  New  England  for  over  a  century  of  its 
first  existence.  The  fluctuation  of  thought  and  opinion,  con- 
sequent on  such  uncertainty,  is  a  strong  argument  why  regular 
censuses  of  every  State  and  Nation,  that  wish  their  history  to 
be  correctly  understood,  should  be  among  their  first  provisions 
and  the  objects  of  their  principal  care. 

To  show,  that,  for  a  considerable  period,  our  Colony  had  few 
or  no  additions  to  their  number  from  abroad,  we  have  the  fol- 
lowing. Our  agents,  Bulkley  and  Stoughton,  when  in  Eng- 
land) being  questioned  on  such  a  topic,  1678,  said,  ''new 
planters  have  rarely  come  over  for  many  years  past^" 

In  1696,  President  Stiles  estimated  the  inhabitants  of  New 
England  at  100,000.  The  preceding  year.  Governor  Fletcher 
laid  before  the  Assembly  of  New  York,  the  King's  requisition 
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of  quotas  from  the  several  Provinces  for  raising  a  united  force 
against  the  French.  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantation 
were  proportioned  at  48,  Connecticut  120,  and  Massachusetts 
350.  Had  New  Hampshire  been  included,  it  would  have  stobd 
at  about  40.  Hence,  our  Commonwealth,  comprising  Maine, 
as  well  as  Plymouth,  then  possessed  a  part  of  the  100,000 
people,  as  350  to  568,  which  is  62,724.  Other  estimates  of 
years  prior  to  1696,  have  been  cited  by  authors.  But  they  are 
evidently  above  what  they  should  be,  and,  therefore,  have  not 
been  adduced  particularly  in  this  connection. 

From  observations  on  the  American  Colonies,  about  1701, 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Humphreys,  Secretary  of  the  Society,  in  England, 
for  propagating  the  gospel  in  foreign  parts,  the  Annals  of  Rev. 
Dr.  Holmes  estimate  the  population  of  Massachusetts,  at  that 
period,  as  70,000. 

In  1718,  according  to  Governor  Shule's  representation  to. the 
Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations  in  Loudon,  1723,  the  militia  of 
this  Commonwealth  were  15,000.  Douglass  remarked,  that 
such  force  was  one  third  of  the  alarm  list,  or  about  the  number 
of  polls.  Of  course,  the  15,000  multiplied  by  5|  allow  80,000 
people. 

In  1723,  on  the  authority  of  Governor  Sbute,  our  Province 
had  94,000  inhabitants. 

In  1731,  Anderson  states,  that  Massachusetts  had  120,000 
souls.  The  number  of  militia,  being  50,000,  assigned  to  her, 
the  year  before,  by  Salmon,  must  have  been  too  many. 

In  1736,  the  History  of  the  British  Dominions  in  North 
America,  allows  35,427  white  polls  to  this  Commonwealth, 
besides  2,600  negroes.  The  former  number  multiplied  by  4, 
give  a  product  of  141,708,  which,  with  the  colored  people^ 
make  144,308.  This  total  is  likely.to  be  correct,  because  based 
on  the  Provincial  account  of  polls. 

In  1742,  Douglass  places  the  white  polls  of  Massachusetts  at 
41,000,  being  about  164,000  inhabitants. 

In  1747,  the  History  of  the  British  Dominions,  just  befote 
quoted,  estimates  her  militia  at  36;000,  making  about  192,000 
people. 

In  1749,  the  population  here,  as  represented  by  a  table  in  the 
Annals  of  Rev.  Dr*  Holmes,  was  220,000,  and,  in  1755, 
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334,000.  The  great  difference  between  the  number  of  1747 
and  1749|  indicates,  that  considerable  deduction  should  be 
madB  from  one  or  the  other.  The  probability  is,  that  the  mis- 
take is  in  the  estimate  of  1749,  as  being  too  large. 

POPULATION  OF  PLYMOUTH  COLONY. 

Before  proceeding  to  give  any  particular  census  of  the  whites 
in  Massachusetts,  we  will  notice  them  generally,  as  existing  in 
Plymouth,  while  an  independent  Colony.  As  well  knoWn,  this 
section  of  our  Commonwealth  became  a  part  of  her  by  the 
charter  of  169  L 

1621,  Nov.  According  to  Prince's  Chronology,  there  were 
about  61,  who  survived  the  devastations  of  disease. 

1622,  July  16,     Purchase  assigned  to  the  Colony  about  100. 
1624.     Capt.  John  Smith,  in  his  Path  Way,  remarked,  ''  la 

this  Plantation  there  is  about  an  hundred  and  fourscore  per- 
sons." 

1633.  There  were  89  polls,  from  16  to  60.  These,  multi- 
plied  by  4|,  make  nearly  396. 

1637.  The  number  of  freemen  was  122.  These  were  to 
the  whole  people  as  about  1  to  4}.  Such  a  proportion  allows 
649. 

1654  The  population  of  Connecticut  was  about  3,186. 
She  stood  to  Plymouth  the  year  before,  according  to  an  assess^ 
ment  of  men  by  commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  case 
of  wax  with  the  Dutch,  as  65  to  60.  Then,  as  the  former  of 
these  two  proportions  i^  to  the  people  of  Connecticut,  so  the 
latter  is  to  those  of  Plymouth  ;  being  2,941,  within  a  small 
fraction.    • 

1665.  The  estimated  inhabitants  of  Massachusetts  were 
23,467.  The  proportion  of  Plymouth  to  her,  in  1661,  was  as 
105  to  464,  in  the  division  of  wampum  among  the  United  Co- 
lonies. Assuming  these  premises,  Plymouth  would  have  about 
6,310  souls,  and  a  fraction  over. 

1673.  An  estimate  of  population  in  New  England,  was 
78,416.  Plymouth  then  held  a  ratio  to  the  rest  of  New  Eng- 
land as  about  30  to  250.  This  would  afford  Plymouth  9,410 
within  a  fraction. 
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1676.  Ill  the  narrative  of  Edward  Randolph  to  the  privf 
council  of  the  King,  he  stated  that  Plymouth  aud  Connecticut 
were  computed  at  80,000  souls.  The  year  before,  a  proportion- 
ate  requisition  of  1,000  men,  to  contend  againet  the  IndtanSi 
was  made  of  the  United  Colonies.  Plymouth  was  put  at  168| 
and  Connecticut  316.  These  numbers,  compared  with  the 
above  population,  would  assign  to  Plymouth  over  26,000  inhab- 
itants. Such  a  computation  is  beyond  all  rational  data,  and 
the  wonder  is,  how  it  could  have  been  ventured.  Had  Ran- 
dolph counted  them  at  half  of  the  last  sum,  it  would  probably 
have  been  beyond  the  real  amount* 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

This  territory  was  long  a  part  of  Massachusetts.  As  some 
data  for  reckoning  its  people  in  the  first  years  of  its  settlement, 
though  far  from  being  so  full  and  exa^t  as  is  desirable,  we  pre- 
sent the  subsequent  items.  About  60  men  were  sent  over  to 
Portsmouth  in  1631.  A  few  were  there  before.  In  1638, 
there  were  36  men  who  settled  ExiBter.  Then  the  original  inha- 
bitants of  Hampton  were  66.  Dover,  in  1640,  had  41  male 
signatures  to  a  contract  with  Portsmouth,  for  a  political  govern- 
ment over  the  two  places. 

When  New  Hampshire  was  taken  from  Massachusetts,  in 
1680,  it  had  209  voters.  These  voters,  at  1  for  6,  would  afford 
about  1,264  inabitants. 

MAINE  POPULATION. 

Owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  its  political  affairs^  for  a  con- 
siderable period  of  its  first  existence,  Maine  has  but  few  facts 
left,  as  the  basis  of  calculating  its  early  inhabitants.  Such  as 
remain  have  been  collected  by  Williamson  and  other  authors. 

They  are  presented  in  the  subsequent  order. 

Sullivan  informs  us  that,  in  1630,  there  were  84  families,  be- 
sides fishermen,  about  Pemaquid,  St.  George's,  and  Sheepscott. 

In  1637,  there  were  about  1,400. 

The  number  of  soldiers,  in  1676,  were  1,000.  These  multi- 
plied by  6i,  give  6,333. 
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As  having  a  relation  to  the  people  who  resided  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Maine,  though  not  sufficiently  definite,  is  the  following 
account.  It  was  by  a  gentleman  of  responsible  trusts,  and  tho- 
rough acquaintance  with  the  territory.  It  was  dated  March, 
1701,  and  used  by  Massachusetts  in  plea  of  right  to  the  soil 
from  Kennebec  to  St.  Croix,  which  was  decided  in  England, 
1731,  favorably  to  them.  It  is  contained  in  Sullivan's  History 
of  Maine.  <<Capt.  Sylvanus  Davis  gives  this  account  of  several 
English  settlements,  that  he  hath  known  to  be  formerly  at  and 
to  the  eastward  of  Kennebec,  or  Sagadahock,  along  the  seacoast 
to  Mintinnicus.  Sundry  English  fishing  places,  some  seventy, 
and  some  forty  years  since. 

At   Sagadahock,   many  families  and    10  boats ;   sometimes 
more. 
At  Cape  Nawagen,  many  families,  and  15  boats. 
At  Hypocris  Island,  2  boats. 
At  Damaris  Cove,  15 
At  Two  Bacon  Gutt,  }  ^  t 
At  Holmes  Island,        J  fishermen 

At  Pemaquid,  6 
At  New  Harbour,  6 
At  Monhegan,  near  20 
At  St.  Georges      fishers 
At  Mintinicus  Island,  20 

Partners  eastward. 
At  and  near  Sagadahock,  20  ^ 

East  side  of  Sagadahock,  to  Merrymeeting,  31 


>> fishing  vessels. 


6  >  farmers. 
15 


St.  George's 
84  families. 


From  Cape  Nawagen  to  Pemaquid, 
At  Pemaquid, 

At  New  Harbor,  1 0 

At  St.  Georges,  west  side,  Mr.  Fox  well,  >    - 
At  Saquii  Point,  60  years  agone,  ) 

On  the  east  side  of  Cluisquamego,  1 

Philip  Swaden,  fifty  years  ago,  besides  fish- 
ermen 60  or  70  years,  84 

Within  Land. 
Between  Kennebec  and  Georges  River,  12 

At  Sheepscot  town,  besides  farms,  60 

Between  Sheepscot  and  Damariscotta  River,  10 

At  Damariscotta,  7  or  8 

Between  Damariscotta,  Misconcus,  and  Pemaquid, 
and  Round  Pond,  12 


19 


families,  92 " 
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Though  there  is  much  generality  and  some  incorrectness 
about  these  items,  so  that  they  seem  hardly  pertinent  to  the 
location  here  assigned  them,  still  they  afford  a  better  idea  of 
the  population  for  such  a  section,  in  the  period  which  they 
cover,  than  can  be  elsewhere  found. 

1703,  Maine  numbered  about  6,000. 

1736,      «  «  «      9,000. 

1743,      "  "  «      2,300  polls,  equal    to  9,200, 

which,  with  the  people  of  unincorporated  places,  not  taxed, 
would  make  not  far  from  12,000  inhabitants. 

1761,  there  were  about  17,600. 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

In  passing  from  the  totals  of  population,  which  ha?e  mostly 
received  our  attention,  we  come  to  particulars  respecting  a  per* 
tion  of  our  towns.  These  belonged  to  Middlesex  county,  the 
polls  of  which,  given  in  March  18,  1707-8,  as  contained  in  a 
communication  lately  received  from  the  Rev.  Samuel  Sewall, 
of  Burlington,  were  as  follows  : 

*'  Charlestown,  270 

WtttertowD,  260 

Cambridge,  2S0 

Concord,  223 

Woobourne,  225 

Reading,  143 

Sddbury,  168 

Marlborough,  184 

Newtown,  126 

Maiden,  86 
Chelmsford,     .                         '    1S7 

These  polls,  multiplied  by  4,  give  10,564. 

Had  we  more  of  such  documents,  with  regard  to  Middlesex 
and  other  counties,  which  were  long  made  out,  they  would  aid 
in  approximating  to  the  number  of  people  in  our  Commonwealth, 
for  several  periods,  when  there  is  great  uncertainty  and  diversi- 
ty of  statements  as  to  what  the  population  was. 

CENSUS  OP  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 

Our  attention  is  next  called  to  the  census  ordered  in  1763, 
and  finished  1766.  For  its  origin,  progress,  and  difficulties,  we 
may  consult  the  123d,  and  thence  to  the  127th  page  of  this 
work.  No  doubt,  the  returns  of  so  valuable  a  document  were 
lodged  in  the  archives  of  the  Commonwealth.    But,  like  nearly 


BiUenca,  140 

Sherborne,  gs 

Groton,  67 

Lancaster,  79 

Framinrham,  75 

Medford,  46 

Stow,  42 


DunstBbla» 

Drawcutt.  15 

2,641  •' 
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all  such  materials  of  former  ages,  they  long  since  disappeared 
from  that  depository.  Had  not  a  manuscript  of  them  been  pre- 
served, and  sent  by  private  hands  to  the  press,  we  might  have 
been  now  ignorant  of  their  details,  and  unavailingly  lamented 
that  they  had  been  suffered  to  perish.  We  find  them  printed 
in  the  Columbian  Sentinel  of  Boston,  August  17,  1822.  Part 
of  a  note  at  the  head  of  them,  and  from  Judge  Samuel  Dana, 
is  of  the  following  tenor.   • 

**  Mr.  Russell — Among  the  papers  of  a  deceased  friend,  which 
lately  came  into  my  hands,  I  found  a  census,  purporting  to  have 
been  taken  in  the  years  1764-5.  As  this  document  carries  with 
it  marks  of  accuracy,  atid  has  only  three  or  four  defects,  I  have 
sent  it  to  you  for  publication  entire,  in  order  to  multiply  the 
number  of  copies,  and  gratify  the  curious." 

The  editor  suffixed  to-his  publication  of  the  census,  these  re- 
marks :  "  In  the  above  document,  the  totals  in  the  respective 
towns  were  omitted  to  be  computed.  We  have  computed  and 
annexed  them." 

The  writer  would  here  observe,  that  in  order  to  comply  with 
the  plan  previously  designated,  liberty  will  be  taken  to  retain 
only  the  whites  in  this  division,  and  reserve  the  Indians  and 
negroes  for  their  respective  sections. 

As  it  is  important  that  the  columns  of  houses  and  families 
should  not  be  excluded,  they  will  also  find  a  place  in  the  present 
connection. 

Though  alterations  have  been  made  in  towns  and  counties, 
and  new  ones  formed,  since  the  census  was  taken,  yet,  for  the 
more  correct  view  of  them,  as  they  then  stood,  we  make  no 
change  in  jtheir  arrangement. 

With  regard  to  the  totals  of  the  inhabitants,  houses,  and  fam- 
ilies in  each  town,  the  writer  has  the  use  of  an  old  manuscript. 

This  will  be  used  to  show  the  differences,  either  more  or  less, 
between  itself  and  the  printed  census,  as  to  the  totals^ of  popu- 
lation, and  these  differences  will  be  placed  at  the  close  of  each 
county.  It  will  also,  in  the  same  location,  give  the  number  of 
houses  and  families,  when  it  does  not  agree  with  the  printed 
number. 
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CENSUS  OF  1763-60. 


AN  ACCOUNT 

Of  the  Houses^  Families^  and  Number  of  White  People^  in 
the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay^  ordered  to  be  taken  in 
the  year  1763,  and  finished  in  1765. 


N.  B.  The  totals  will  be  2iyen,ezcluiiTe  of  the  eolorad  people,  u  printad.  The  eolumn  to  the 
rifht  of  them,  will  contaia  errora  in  reekoninf  the  items  of  the  totals.  +  sigoifiea  mora,  and  —  less. 
+  to  be  added  to  the  totals,  and  —  to  be  snbtracted. 


SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

(18  towns.) 

M«l«a 

fSIMlW 

Male* 

Psmalea 

Towns. 

Bmns. 

FmOta. 

nadtt  19. 

uadtr  It. 

•bora  It. 

•botsie. 

TpUb. 

Enen. 

Boston. 

1,676 

2.069 

4,109 

4,010 

2,941 

3,612 

14,672 

Roxbury, 

212 

212 

291 

324 

371 

421 

1,407 

Dorchester, 

204 

245 

292 

284 

343 

404 

1,123 

200+ 

Milton, 

124 

141 

215 

222 

214 

245 

996 

100— 

Braintree. 

327 

357 

571 

590 

555 

651 

2,367 

Weymouth, 

203 

248 

275 

294 

315 

347 

1,231 

Uingham, 

375 

426 

594 

539 

555 

702 

2,390 

Dedham, 

239 

309 

417 

441 

484 

531 

1,870 

3+ 

Medfield, 

113 

121 

111 

126 

176 

211 

624 

Wrentharo. 

293 

347 

464 

463 

514 

551 

1,992 

Brookline. 

53 

53 

97 

93 

68 

62 

320 

Need  ham, 

129 

168 

209 

226 

246 

250 

931 

Stoughton, 

265 

424 

593 

555 

567 

680 

2,295 

Medwaj, 

123 

138 

165 

178 

215 

210 

768 

Bellingham. 

72 

82 

119 

111 

116 

108 

454 

Hull. 

31 

33 

31 

27 

39 

57 

153 

1+ 

Walpole. 

100 

106 

188 

177 

207 

209 

781 

Chelsea. 

54 

70 

110 

85 
8.745 

99 

125 

9.276 

419 

4.593 

5,549 

8.851 

8,025 

i  34,793 

Err 

or.  104- 

f 

34.897 

The  MS.  shows  in  totals  of  people,  more  or  less  than  the  printed  census,  for  the 
several  towns,  as  follows :  —  For  Roxbury,  6-f,  Dorchester  200+,  Milton  95—. 
Braintree  11+,  Hingham  89+,  Dedham  9+,  Medfield  65+.,  Wrentham  8+. 
Stoughton  19+,  Med  way  8+,  Bellingham  6+,  Walpole  7+,  and  Chelsea  10 — . 

It  gives  240  lamilies  for  Weymouth,  and  447  for  Wrentham. 


CENSUS  OF  1768-66. 


149 


ESSEX  COUNTY.     (21  towns.) 


MkIm 

PemalOT 

Md«       Ptmata 

Towva. 

Home*. 

PknKiM. 

undM  If. 

undar  !•. 

absfTfllf. 

above  16. 

ToUli. 

fiiTon. 

Salem, 

509 

923 

884 

985 

1,050 

1,335 

4,254 

Ipswich, 

531 

670 

791 

801 

931 

1,119 

3,642 

Da  D  vers. 

288 

381 

458 

468 

501 

634 

2,061 

Newbury, 

401 

489 

2.960 

Newburyport, 

357 

546 

2,882 

Marblebead, 

519 

935 

1,189 

1,031 

1,199 

1,435 

4,854 

Lynn, 

275 

388 

489 

481 

531 

648 

2,149 

Andover, 

360 

438 

533 

558 

565 

700 

2,356 

Beverly, 

307 

404 

495 

482 

472 

635 

2,083 

1+ 

Rowley, 

239 

290 

222 

329 

411 

493 

1,475 

20— 

Salisbury, 

201 

240 

280 

322 

354 

366 

1,322 

Haverhill, 

304 

350 

494 

469 

505 

487 

1.895 

604 

Gloucester, 

404 

677 

865 

841 

887 

1,061 

3,654 

1 

Topsfield, 

105 

130 

160 

141 

183 

219 

703 

Bo&ford, 

128 

149 

200 

194 

220 

227 

841 

Amesbury, 

242 

264 

351 

366 

389 

444 

1,550 

Bradford, 

173 

192 

257 

238 

281 

334 

1,310 

200— 

Wenham, 

72 

95 

125 

120 

120 

166 

531 

Middleton, 

83 

97 

125 

121 

140 

160 

546 

Manchester, 

103 

155 

159 

163 

183 

203 

708 

Methuen, 

130 

158 

250 

194 

247 

239 

930 

5,731 

7,971 

8,327 

8,304 

9,169 

10,905 

42,706 

Error,  159— 


42,547 


As  only  the  totals  of  Newbury  and  Newburyport  were  returned, 
they  afford  no  clue  to  ascertain  how  many  colored  persons  should  be 
subtracted  from  them.  Consequently,  they  do  not  designate  the  pre- 
cise number  of  whites. 

The  MS.  assigns  to  Salem  424->  Ipswich  28-{-,  Danvers  18-|-,  Lynn 
10-f,  Andover  20+,  Beverly  84-,  Rowley  16—,  Salisbury  15-|-, 
Haverhill  72-f ,  Gloucester  9+,  Amesbury  57--,  Bradford  209-|-, 
Manchester  7-f-  and  Methuen  2-f-. 

It  contains  937  families  for  Marblehead. 


150 
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MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

(36  towns.) 

M«1m 

remalw 

MalM 

PomalM 

Town. 

HooMi. 

fVUlUlM. 

DMtar  II. 

311 

oadtr  11. 

Mie*«l«. 

•tovoM. 

Totali. 

JvVOfft* 

Cambridge, 

237 

257 

286 

374 

510 

1,481 

• 

Charlestown, 

289 

375 

369 

392 

486 

648 

1,895 

Watertown, 

103 

117 

172 

136 

179 

195 

682 

Woburn, 

228 

287 

365 

314 

373 

424 

1,476 

Concord, 

244 

2ti5 

335 

389 

381 

432 

1,557 

20— 

Newton, 

174 

222 

304 

316 

322 

346 

1,350 

60— 

Reading, 

224 

296 

335 

3:39 

400 

422 

1,316 

180+ 

Marlboro', 

183 

213 

307 

255 

348 

356 

1,266 

Billerica, 

189 

223 

312 

335 

313 

360 

1,330 

10— 

Framingham, 

205 

234 

325 

302 

306 

347 

1,280 

Lexington, 

126 

142 

210 

189 

228 

241 

868 

Chelmsford, 

133 

176 

224 

227 

246 

304 

997 

<+ 

Sherburne, 

106 

113 

172 

140 

156 

187 

655 

Sadbury, 

263 

316 

422 

416 

436 

471 

1,755 

10— 

Blalden, 

144 

174 

206 

210 

230 

289 

935 

Weston, 

105 

126 

195 

175 

196 

184 

750 

• 

Medford, 

104 

147 

161 

150 

207 

223 

741 

Littleton, 

122 

143 

160 

175 

212 

209 

756 

Hopkinton, 

135 

154 

242 

274 

223 

271 

1,000 

10+ 

Westford, 

143 

169 

231 

217 

233 

269 

9o0 

Shirley, 

41 

72 

122 

102 

90 

110 

424 

Waltham, 

94 

107 

145 

162 

169 

174 

650 

Townsend, 

94 

97 

166 

151 

137 

136 

590 

Stow, 

121 

135 

196 

191 

194 

204 

7a5 

Stoneham, 

54 

59 

56 

77 

77 

98 

308 

Groton, 

174 

242 

365 

345 

340 

358 

1,408 

Wilmington, 

94 

97 

166 

159 

164 

174 

644 

19+ 

Natick, 

62 

85 

109 

120 

99 

122 

450 

Dracut, 

No 

returns 

Bedford, 

67 

72 

101 

116 

100 

124 

459 

18— 

Holliston, 

T03 

115 

168 

170 

183 

176 

697 

Tewksbnry, 

103 

147 

191 

198 

184 

203 

776 

Acton, 

06 

100 

142 

147 

160 

159 

608 

Dunstable, 

90 

98 

140 

122 

138 

143 

543 

Pepperell, 

117 

130 

193 

200 

189 

172 

745 

9-1 

- 

Lincoln, 

84 

99 

153 

170 

145 

153 

611 

10- 

- 

• 

4,851 

U,804 

7,771 

7,667 

8,218 

9,196 

32,738 

Error,  114-f 

32,853 

The  MS.  gives  11-f-  for  Cambridge,  7-f-  for  Woborn,  40— for 
Concord,  60 —  for  Newton,  187-|-  for  Reading,  10 —  for  Billerica,  8-f- 
for  Framingham,  4-f-  for  Chelmsford,  27 —  for  Sherborne,  25 —  for 
Sadbury,  4-f  for  Hopkinton,  lO-}-  for  Westford,  160+  for  Townsend, 
19+  for  Wilmington,  18—  for  Bedford,  4+  for  Holliston,  7+  for 
Tewksbury,  9+  for  Pepperell  and  8+  for  Lincoln. 


CENSUS  OF  1768-^. 
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HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY.    (29  towns.) 


Springfield, 

Northampton, 

Soathampton, 

Hadiej, 

South  Hadley, 

Amherst, 

Hatfield, 

Westfield, 

Deerfield, 

Greenfield, 

Montague, 

Northfield, 

firimfield, 

Monson, 

Pelham, 

Greenwich, 

Blandford, 

Palmer, 

Granville, 

New  Salem, 

Belcbertown, 

Coterain, 

Ware, 

Bernardston, 

Shutesburjr, 

Chesterfield, 

Wilbraham, 

So.  Brirafield, 

Warwick, 


B.... 

nunDIn. 

Mala 
•Oder  U. 

Ptimies 
ond«r  M. 

608 

404 

477 

641 

188 

203 

314 

285 

66 

76 

92 

100 

89 

99 

125 

127 

133 

142 

193 

213 

96 

104 

167 

160 

126 

132 

192 

177 

191 

195 

341 

328 

85 

123 

189 

157 

45 

58 

106 

79 

49 

64 

97 

99 

60 

60 

105 

97 

120 

130 

198 

161 

68 

69 

107 

79 

67 

57 

87 

87 

70 

70 

113 

121 

68 

68 

116 

90 

74 

88 

123 

110 

100 

123 

197 

149 

62 

69 

99 

87 

61 

68 

112 

99 

45 

48 

76 

65 

74 

76 

127 

122 

38 

40 

55 

68 

66 

59 

76 

98 

30 

30 

39 

41 

74 

82 

119 

118 

90 

91 

142 

130 

36 

36 

57 

43 

2,655 

3,937 

4,404 

4,098 

Mitica 
ab«T«lf. 


697 

341 

117 

150 

202 

150 

204 

318 

193 

95 

95 

103 

207 

101 

84 

104 

99 

133 

180 

99 

99 

74 

109 

64 

82 

46 

129 

151 

51 

4,467 


PtlulM 


770 
334 
127 
151 
209 
162 
209 
296 
182 

87 
100 
104 
203 

95 
111 

96 

99 
140 
152 

89 
108 

82 
126 

63 

731 

35 
123 
147 

401 


T«u]i. 


4,503 


KiTon* 


2,716 
1,274 
496 
553 
817 
639 
782 
1,282 
720 
367 
291 
409 
769 
382 
369 
434 
314 
506 
678 
366 
4181 
297 
484 
2:10 
329 
161 
489 
670 
181 


60— 


1+ 


1004- 


90+ 


•f '  I ' 


18,472 


10-f- 


Error  in  total,  1,160— 


17,322 
Error,  160-f- 

17.472 

1q  MS.  200+  to  Northampton,  60—-  to  Southampton,  12+  to  Hat« 
field,  1+  to  Westfield,  100+  to  Montague,  90+  to  Blandford,  64— 
to  Granville,  9+  to  New  Salem,  and  60+  to  South  Brimfield. 

The  same  document  shows  62  houses  and  69  families  for  Cderain. 
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WORCESTER  COUNTY.  (35  towns  and  districts.) 


Male* 

PenalM 

MalM 

Fairaln 

1 

TewM. 

BewM. 

204 

PamfllM. 

229 

noder 16. 

under  10. 

•bova  IS. 

atwva  K. 

Toult. 

EfTon. 

Worcester, 

376 

350 

370 

357 

1,453 

Lancaster, 

301 

3-28 

514 

421 

505 

532 

1,952 

20-f 

Mendon, 

228 

336 

466 

425 

441 

497 

1,429 

400- 

- 

Brook  field, 

267 

283 

493 

412 

439 

452 

1,396 

400- 

- 

Oxford, 

128 

148 

247 

206 

214 

217 

881 

3- 

— 

Charlton, 

114 

124 

191 

164 

195 

188 

738 

10-- 

Sutton, 

294 

370 

558 

497 

510 

555 

2,110 

1— 

Rutland, 

166 

182 

275 

244 

281 

273 

1,073 

Oakham, 

41 

41 

73 

78 

60 

58 

269 

New  Braintree, 

94 

98 

152 

146 

152 

141 

591 

Rutland  Dist. 

118 

118 

187 

192 

177 

159 

716 

Leicester, 

119 

146 

187 

170 

210 

196 

763 

Spencer  Dist 

100 

111 

174 

173 

160 

152 

659 

South  boro'. 

110 

126 

160 

161 

184 

216 

711 

10+ 

WestboTo', 

•  103 

181 

278 

218 

277 

324 

1,097 

Shrewsbury, 

199 

223 

367 

319 

339 

360 

1,375 

10-f 

Lunenburg, 

145 

175 

220 

136 

237 

221 

814 

Uxbridge, 

186 

211 

283 

308 

305 

304 

1 ,200 

Harvard, 

153 

173 

276 

270 

272 

296 

1,104 

10+ 

Dudley, 

107 

119 

200 

168 

180 

185 

733 

Bolton, 

145 

155 

234 

225 

225 

239 

923 

Upton, 

94 

104 

158 

159 

135 

157 

609 

Sturbridge, 

136 

136 

212 

240 

218 

219 

889 

Leominster, 

104 

107 

186 

199 

173 

180 

718 

20+ 

Hardwick, 

153 

161 

259 

256 

239 

251 

1,006 

1— 

Holden, 

62 

75 

161 

116 

109 

107 

493 

Western, 

92 

100 

138 

148 

155 

138 

579 

Douglass, 

90 

97 

142 

139 

111 

129 

521 

Grailon, 

109 

109 

178 

175 

193 

196 

742 

Petersham, 

100 

115 

202 

186 

166 

145 

699 

Westminster, 

86 

86 

13S 

108 

112 

113 

466 

Athol, 

41 

60 

88 

81 

103 

65 

357 

Templeton, 

65 

64 

95 

81 

88 

81 

348 

Princetown, 

57 

55 

82 

65 

72 

65 

284 

Fitchburg, 

43 

43 

70 
8,015 

66 

61 

60 

257 

4,614 

5,189 

7,305 

7,668 

7,848 

31,239 

• 

Error  in  total,     1,284— 

29,955 

Error,    881+ 

30,836 

MS.  gives  to  Lancaster  20+;  to  Mendon  405+;  to  Brookfield  400+; 
to  Oxford  3+ ;  to  Charlton  2+  ;  to  Sutton  9-f- ;  to  Oakham  7+;  to 
Southborough  10+;  to  Shrewsbury  10+;  to  Harvard  lO-f-;  to  Bol- 
ton  8+  ;  to  Sturbridge  3+  ;  to  Leominster  20-f  ;  to  Hardwick  1—. 
It  assigns  to  Mendon  284  houses ;  to  New  Braintree  94  families;  to 
Shrewsbury  203  families;  to  Templeton  67  families. 
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PLYMOUTH 

COUNTY. 

(14  towns.) 

MalM 

FemiJM 

M«l«a 

PeiiwiM 

T«»M. 

B^otm. 

PtariliM. 

oodor  K. 

ttod«r  If. 

tbow  U. 

■b«f«  U. 

Toab. 

Bnon. 

Plymouth, 

256 

373 

488 

475 

532 

605 

2,100 

Scituate, 

348 

431 

516 

520 

603 

742 

2,381 

Duxbury, 

154 

197 

238 

220 

273 

311 

1,042 

Marshfield, 

150 

168 

287 

218 

274 

328 

1,107 

Bridge  water. 

571 

630 

964 

932 

910 

1,042 

2,948  900+ 

Middleboro', 

498 

577 

855 

841 

804 

880 

3.380 

Rochester, 

272 

326 

470 

442 

485 

520 

1,917 

Plympton, 

186 

232 

352 

330 

328 

362 

1,378 

Pembroke, 

210 

233 

315 

290 

357 

425 

1,407 

20— 

Kingston, 

110 

131 

194 

162 

196 

196 

748 

Hanover, 

Abiogton, 

174 

217 

323 

308 

300 

311 

1,242 

Halifax, 

85 

97 

122 

1301 

127 

166 

545 

Warebam^ 

57 
3,071 

61 

123 
5,247 

119 

116 

140 
6,028 

498 

3,603 

4,993 

5,305 

20,733 

Error  in  total,  40 — 

20,693 
Error,  880+ 

21,573 

The  MS.  assigns  to  Plymouth  21+,  to  Duxbury  5+,  to  Marshiield 
7+,  to  Bridgewater  25+,  to  Rochester  9+,  to  Plympton  7+  to  Pem- 
broke 11 — and  to  Kingston  15+.    It  gives  Pembroke  213  families. 

BARNSTABLE  COUNTY.    (10  towns) 


T««rw. 

HauMs. 

PmOIim. 

MalM 
oiuttr  If. 

PeiiMiiea 
under  If. 

MalM 
•b&w  If. 

FamalM 
kboic  If. 

Tsula. 

Brvon. 

Barnstable, 

325 

369 

474 

432 

524 

622 

2,052 

Yarmouth, 

255 

295 

400 

405 

427 

486 

1,318 

400+ 

Sandwich, 

200 

245 

313 

317 

346 

366 

1 ,344 

Eastham, 

182 

2i7 

292 

267 

342 

415 

1,316 

Harwich, 

235 

283 

398 

386 

420 

454 

1,658 

Chatham, 

105 

127 

145 

153 

173 

202I 

67;^] 

Truro, 

107 

134 

225 

2301 

241 

222 

918 

Falmouth, 

145 

182 

266 

266 

266 

234 

1,032 

Wellfleet, 

12^) 

157 

243 

217 

216 

227 

903 

Marshpee, 

82 

85 

23 

19 

15 

20 

77 

1,765 

2,114 

2,779 

2,692 

2,970 

3,250 

11,291 

■ 

Error,  400+ 

11,691 

The  MS.  assigns  for  Barnstable  25+,  for  Yarmouth  409+,  for 
Chatham  1—,  for  Falmouth  100+.  It  has  325  houses  and  367  fami- 
lies for  Barnstable,  282  families  for  Harwich  and  162  families  for  Fal- 
mouth. 

20 
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BRISTOL  COUNTY.  (11  towns.) 


TOVDS. 


Taunton, 

Rehoboth, 

Swanzey, 

Dartmouth, 

Norton, 

Attleboro^ 

Dighton, 

Freetown, 

Raynham, 

Easton, 

Berkley, 


Uvwea. 

P»ranfn. 

M«4m 
nader  16. 

397 

493 

651 

498 

017 

964 

259 

295 

463 

679 

790 

1,103 

295 

343 

477 

266 

301 

461 

148 

198 

276 

201 

2-25 

36S 

TOO 

109 

170 

134 

154 

219 

94 

110 

165 

3,071 

3,6-35 

5,317 

Females 
UDcler  16. 


MalM 
above  16. 


617 

901 

478 

9651 

447 

419 

269 

358 

146 

172 

153 


4,925 


678 
818 
411 
1,129 
460 
422 
273 
346 
181 
222 
150 


Pemalea 
f^va  16. 


734 
954 
447 
1,248 
528 
422 
297 
353 
184 
220 
161 


ToUla. 


2,681 

3.637 

1,799 

5,445 

1,912 

1,724 

1,117 

1,425 

681 

83.^ 

649 


•1- 


Enws* 


1— 


1,000— 


5,090  5,568;  2, 1903 
Error,      1,003— 

20,900 


MS.  gives  for  Taunton  1 — ;  for  Dartmouth,  1,000—;  and  for  At- 
tleborough  200-f-*    It  assigns  254  houses  to  Swanzey. 


YORK  COUNTY.  (7  towns.) 


Malea 

PanMlM       Malea    t 

Femalea 

Tovna. 

Boaaaa. 

272 

Faalliea. 

niider  16. 

vBdar  16. 

above  16. 

above  16. 

Toula. 

Enen. 

York, 

397 

496 

486 

568 

671 

2,221 

Kittery, 

288 

372 

489 

490 

551 

766 

2,296: 

Wells, 

219i    251 

427 

382 

363 

357 

1,529 

Berwick, 

222 

364 

664 

552 

567 

547 

2,330 

Arundel, 

127 

138 

216 

228 

190 

194 

828 

Biddeford, 

87 

116 

182 

186 

178 

179 

725 

Pepperelboro', 

66 

96 

140 

126 
2,450 

145 

125 

536 

1,281 

1,734 

2,614 

2,562 

2,839 

10,465 

MS.  allows,  to  York  21+  ;  to  Kittery  20+  ;  to  Wells  206+ ;  to 
Arundel  4+  ;  to  Biddeford  116+ ;  and  Pepperelborough  2+.  It  as- 
signs 124  houses  to  Arundel,  and  93  families  to  Pepperelborough. 

Judge  Williamson  estimates  Towoh  at  200  people;  Phillipstown, 
150;  and  Buxton,  225,  belonging  to  York,  and  not  returned  for  this 
census.  This  would  increase  the  white  population  of  York  county,  for 
that  period,  to  11,040. 


CENBUB  OF  I7(RM»5. 
DUKES  COUNTY.    (3  towns.) 
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TevBB. 

Boom*. 

1 

rvOOm. 

MalM 

Qiultr  11. 

Female* 
under  K. 

Matee 
above  16. 

remales 
above  K. 

ToUJa. 

Erron. 

EdgartOD, 
Chilmarky 
Tiflbary, 

128 

90 

110 

150 
114 
130 

152 
105 

209 
156 
166 

531 

233 
159 
226 

248 
179 
23:) 

904 
546 
730 

20-- 
100- - 

328 

394 

491 

618 

660 

2,180 

Error,  120-f 

2,300 

The  MS.  gives  to  Edgarton  20-f-,  to  Chiimark  90+  and  to  Tiaburj 
12-4^.    It  gives  150  families  to  Tisbary. 


NANTUCKET  COUNTY,    (1  ( 

town.) 

T«-. 

Baewi. 

nunOie*. 

MalM 
under  16. 

Female* 
noder  11. 

M4ea 

above  16. 

Femalec 
above  16. 

Toule. 

Errera. 

Sherburn, 

414 

602 

776 

758 

904 

882 

2,830 

500-1- 

Error,  500-f- 

3,320 

The  MS.  allows  653+,  in  the  total  of  population,  to  Nantucket^ 
more  than  the  printed  total. 
It  computes  the  houses  at  413. 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY.    (5  towns.) 


Bewea. 

FamRiee. 

Mala* 
ODder 11. 

Femalea       Malea 
■nder  If.   abort  If. 

Pemalee 
above  11. 

ToCala. 

Falmouth, 

460 

585 

969 

918 

964 

875 

3,726 

N.  Yarmouth, 

154 

188 

251 

277 

278 

255 

1,061 

Scarboro', 

200 

201 

353 

281 

319 

304 

1,257 

Brunswick, 

73 

173 

139 

114 

149 

98 

300 

Harpswelly 

55 

HI 

224 

224 

188 

186 
1,718 

822 

942 

1,258 

1,936 

1,814 

1.898 

7,166 

2IKH- 


Error,  200-|- 

7,366 

The  MS.  assigns  for  Falmouth  13+,  for  North  Yarmouth  20+,  for 
Brunswick  200+,  and  for  Uarpswell  16—.  It  has  200  houses  for 
Scarborough,  and  73  families  for  Brunswick. 

Williamson  estimates  the  people  of  the  succeeding  places,  not  re- 
turned, as  follows.  New  Boston  160,  New  Gloucester  175,  Windham 
250,  Gorhamtown  340,  and  Piersontown  and  Hobbstown  IQ,  thus 
making  the  white  population  for  Cumberland  County,  8,301. 
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CENSUS  OF  1768-69. 


LINCOLN  COUNTY.  (6  towns.) 


TOVM. 


Pownalboro', 

Georgetown, 

Bowdoinbanii 

Woolwich, 

Topsham, 

Newcastle, 


BeuiM. 

PubIUm. 

161 

175 

180 

184 

38 

37 

C4 

63 

54 

62 

69 
566 

69 

680 

Males 
nndor  II. 


rim«lw 


9821    913 


Md« 
at«*e  II. 

Pvmalas 
tJb9W  11. 

Totoli. 

Enon. 

225 

232 

890 

317 

287 

1,307 

10+ 

59 

44 

219 

92 

97 

415 

a^ 

78 

339 

13— 

100 

109 

453 

878 

847 

3,623 

Error,        3— 


3,620 


MS.  exhibits  for  Georgetown  lO-j-;  for  Woolwich  98 — ;  and  for 
Topshara  13 — .  It  presents  52  families  for  Woolwich,  and  69  families 
for  Topsbam. 

Williamson  computes  the  inhabitants  of  the  subsequent  places  not 
returned,  as  follows:  Gardinertown  200,  Townsend  300,  and  Broad- 
bay  200 ;  thus  giving  the  white  population  of  Lincoln  county,  4,320. 


BERKSHIRE  COUNTY.    (6  towns.) 


M«lM 

KemalM 

Mule* 

PtmalM 

TttvM. 

HoOMt. 

125 

F^mfllM. 

nnder  II. 

ttod«r  19. 

•ba«a  11. 

ab«r«  11. 

ToUb. 

Enon. 

Sheffield, 

172 

250 

276 

272 

249 

1,047 

Gt.  Barrington, 

87 

91 

127 

121 

149 

134 

501 

30+ 

Stockbridge, 

34 

39 

50 

46 

64 

67 

217 

Pittsfield, 

39 

70 

110 

114 

105 

89 

408 

10+ 

Tyringham, 

51 

55 

95 

85 

77 

66 

333 

10— 

Sandisfieid, 

66 

69 
496 

126 

93 

105 
772 

81 

1 

405 

402 

758 

735 

676 

2,911 

Error, 

3a 

^- 

2,941 


MS.  states  more  or  less  than  the  printed  census,  to  Great  Barring- 
ton  30-f-;  Pittsfield,  10+;  Tyringham,  10—;  and  Sandisfieid,  1+.  It 
states  the  houses  of  Sheffield  at  126,  and  those  of  Pittsfield  at  89. 


CENSUS  OF  1768-66. 


167 


RECAPITULATION. 


MulM 

Pamatoa         Males    i    F*rmIm  1    ToUUaf 

TMth 

Camadm. 

rBBlUn. 

ooder If. 

umiar  II. 

above  K. 

•tore  19, 

WbltM. 

prkited. 

Suffolk, 

4,598 

5,549 

8,851 

8,745 

8,n25 

9,276 

34,897 

34,997 

Essex, 

5,731 

7,971 

8,327 

8,304 

9,169 

10,905 

42,547 

42,706 

Middlesex, 

4,851 

5,804 

7,771 

7,667 

8,218 

9,196 

32,852 

32,710 

Hampshire, 

2,655 

2,937 

4,404 

4,098 

4,467 

4,503 

17,472 

18,472 

Worcester, 

^  4,614 

5,189 

8,015 

7,305 

7,668 

7,848 

30,836 

31,239 

Plymouth, 

3,071 

3,693 

5,247 

4,993 

5,305 

6,028 

21,573 

20,733 

Barnstable, 

1,765 

2,114 

2,779 

2,692 

2,970 

3,250 

11,691 

11,691 

Bristol, 

3,071 

3,635 

5,317 

4,925 

5,090 

5,568 

20,900 

20,900 

York, 

1,281 

1,734 

2,614 

2,450 

2,562 

2,839 

10,465 

10,465 

Dukes, 

328 

394 

491 

531 

6181      660 

2,300 

2,180 

Nantucket, 

414 

602 

776 

758 

904 

882 

3,320 

2,820 

Cumberland, 

942 

1,258 

1,936 

1,814 

1,898 

1,718 

7,366 

7,366 

Lincoln, 

566 

580 

982 

913 

878 

847 

3,620 

2,623 

Berkshire, 

402 

496 

758 

735 

772 

676 

2,941 

2,911 

34,284 

41,956 

58,268 

55,980 

58,544 

64,196 

242,780!  241,813 

By  the  phrase  **  totals  printed/'  over  the  last  ooluran,  is  meant 
remainders  of  such  pnblished  totals,  after  the  colored  people  were 
deducted.  If  we  add  the  htter,  being  6,881,  to  the  whole  sum  of 
these  totals,  we  ha?e  248,694.  In  the  adding  together  of  the  items, 
which  compose  this  printed  amount,  there  was  a  mistake  of  20-|-, 
gifing  248,714.  After  allowing  for  all  errors  in  the  printed  totals, 
the  whites  were  242,780.  This  amount,  with  the  colored  classes 
returned,  being  6,881,  with  allowances  to  Dracut  of  1,050,  to  Hanover 
of  1,000,  to  Maine  of  332  more  blacks,  and  2,210  more  whites,  not 
returned,  would  give  us  a  population  for  that  period,  of  254,253. 


Leaving  the  census  of  1765;  we  come  to  records  of  popula- 
tion for  Massachusetts,  in  several  years,  as  contained  in  a  man- 
uscript of  credible  authority.  This  source  of  information  gives 
the  County  totals  of  polls  in  1772  ;  the  whites  in  1776 ;  and 
polls  in  1777,  1778,  and  1781.  The  tables  follow  in  chrono- 
logical order. 


NUMBER  OF  POLLS  IN  EACH  COUNTY  IN  1772. 


Sttfiblk, 


Middlesex, 

Hampshire, 

Plymouth » 

Barnstable, 

Bristol, 

York, 


P9US. 

GnuiliM. 

POU, 

8,440 

Worcester,   . 

.      8396 

11,457 

Berkshire,    . 

2,698 

8,987 

Cumberland, 

2,478 

6,746 

Lincoln, 

.      1,354 

6,168 

Dukes, 

692 

3,ft87 

Nantucket, 

.      1,180 

5,848 
8,268 

Rateable  polls, 

71,779 

eable  (1,691 

))  and  the  total  » 

78,478 
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CENSUS  OF  me^i. 


CENSUS  OF  WHITES  FOE  1775)  1777»  1778,  k  1781. 


No.  «r  Whlta^  No.  imlw  l<  t\ 

Stfuifers,      Q,iiaktn,  |  No.  Polli  In  i 

No.  Polls  ia 

1774. 

npwafdj  1777. 

1777. 

inr. 

v«liMUMi,n78 

rsliiMloii,  179t 

Suffolk  County. 
Boston, 

2,719* 

2,664 

11 

2,248 

2,260 

Roxbury, 

1,433 

356 

372 

3^10 

Dorchester, 

1,513 

373 

6 

342 

368 

Milton, 

1,213 

259 

13 

234 

243 

Braintree, 

2,871 

610 

4 

599 

592 

"Weymouth, 

1,471 

342 

324 

332 

Hingham, 

2,087 

504 

12 

538 

515 

Dedhatn, 

1,937 

495 

10 

528 

560 

Medfield, 

775 

188 

3 

184 

192 

Wrenthain, 

2,879 

710 

8 

3 

368 

376 

Franklin, 

• 

246 

235 

Foxborough, 

113 

133 

Brookline, 

502 

115 

98 

104 

Needham, 

912 

287 

2 

1 

284 

268 

Stoughton, 

2,097 

532 

7 

504 

508 

Stoughtonham, 

1,261 

300 

3 

• 

209 

217 

Med  way, 

912 

206 

6 

210 

227 

Bellingham, 

627 

136 

9 

126 

123 

Hull, 

32 

25 

32 

Walpole, 

967 

260 

3 

220 

230 

Chelsea, 

489 

76 

18 

95 

94 

Cohasset^ 

754 

66 

2 

156 

158 

27,419 

8,511 

89 

27 

8,023 

8,097 

Essex. 

Salem, 

6,337 

1,193 

16 

24 

1,032 

1,002 

Dangers, 

2,284 

519 

2 

30 

500 

417 

Ipswich, 

4,508 

1,016 

15 

1 

823 

867 

Newbury, 

3.239 

704 

25 

722 

770 

Newburyporl, 

3,681 

858 

805 

816 

Marblehead, 

4.386 

1,047 

2 

793 

728 

Lynn  &  Lynnfield, 

2.755 

431 

517 

517 

Andover, 

2,953 

670 

22 

558 

610 

Beverly, 

2,754 

596 

44 

502 

519 

Rowley, 

1.678 

421 

13 

408 

390 

Salisbury, 

1,666 

375 

13 

379 

387 

Haverhill, 

2,810 

552 

17 

4 

462 

501 

Gloucester, 

4,512 

939 

754 

704 

Topsfield, 

773 

205 

7 

186 

185 

Boxford, 

989 

248 

1 

230 

235 

Amesbury, 

1,795 

422 

3 

23 

386 

396 

Bradford, 

1,240 

304 

4 

267 

279 

Wenham, 

6:38 

143 

6 

96 

115 

MiddletoD, 

650 

159 

142 

136 

Manchester, 

949 

220 

146 

112 

Methuen, 

1,326 

306 

275 

293 

50,923 

11,328 

103 

109 

9,983 

9,999 

*  Wben  BottoD  wna  ■hut  np  in  1776  the  popolati<m  wm  rary  amaJl. 


CENSUS  OF  1776-81* 
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No.ofWUtat, 

Ne.BMiMl0ft 

*^ffir 

awhnt, 

No.  Polla  la 

No.  Polla  la 

I77i. 

apvudi  1777. 

17T7. 

rmluaibn,  1778 

raluadoB,  1781 

Middlesex. 
Cambridge, 

1,586 

333 

44 

411 

411 

CharlestowD, 

360 

144 

17 

133 

145 

WatertowD^ 

1,057 

185 

21 

210 

2-22 

Woburn, 

1,69 1 

417 

12 

413 

394 

Concord, 

1,927 

391 

18 

312 

316 

NewtoD, 

1,625 

348 

5 

322 

33d 

Reading, 

1,964 

402 

10 

382 

369 

Marlboro', 

1,554 

391 

15 

352 

370 

Billerica, 

1,500 

348 

10 

286 

276 

Framingham, 

1,574 

384 

337 

370 

Lexington, 

1,088 

213 

5 

172 

196 

Chelmsford, 

1,341 

319 

5 

255 

240 

Sherburne^ 

699 

187 

4 

179 

200 

Sudbary, 

2,160 

522 

7 

464^ 

280 

East  Sudbury, 

9 

207 

Maiden, 

1,030 

221 

5 

224 

202 

Westoo, 

1,027 

222 

8 

203 

194 

Medford, 

967 

190 

27 

198 

210 

Littletoa, 

1,047 

209 

6 

175 

193 

Hopkinton, 

1,134 

286 

1 

211 

267 

Wcslfotd, 

1,193 

283 

1 

231 

268 

Waltham, 

870 

174 

6 

192 

187 

Slow, 

915 

215 

2 

195 

204 

Groton, 

1,639 

398 

362 

396 

Shirley, 

704 

144 

3 

147 

152 

Pepperell, 

1,034 

221 

> 

201 

221 

Townsendf 

794 

177 

178 

190 

Ashby, 

422 

98 

99 

11« 

Stonebam, 

319 

73 

7 

75 

76 

Natick, 

535 

126 

1 

1 

120 

141 

Dracut, 

1,173 

225 

4 

206 

209 

Bedford, 

482 

121 

125 

127 

Hoiliston, 

909 

216 

3 

196 

213 

Tewksbury, 

821 

222 

2 

205 

222 

Acton, 

769 

195 

167 

167 

Dunstable, 

679 

166 

3 

164 

180 

Lincoln, 

775 

187 

2 

172 

171 

Wilmington, 

737 

187 

6 

194 

176 

Carlisle, 

129 

40,121 

9,140 

259 

2 

8,468 

8.944 

Hampshire. 

Springfield, 

1,974 

452 

404 

444 

Wilbraham, 

1,057 

260 

1 

278 

273 

Northarapton, 

1,790 

451 

368 

415 

Westhampton, 

72 

72 

Soothampton, 

740 

199 

207 

191 

Hadley, 

681 

201 

210 

189 

South  Hadlej, 

584 

161 

142 

161 

Atmherat, 

915 

238 

248 

351 

160 


CENSUS  OF  1T76-81. 


No.  erWUUi. 

N«.im1m1«* 

•trj^«. 

OMkm.  1  Ko.  Pdk  la  1 

l«>.P.Ibki 

177C. 

upwanl.  1777. 

1777. 

▼biaatlM,  1779 

««laiitsa»  17ft 

Hampshire,  {jSSd. 
Gran  by, 

491 

116 

6 

123 

141 

Hatfield, 

582 

190 

.  190 

189 

Whately, 

410 

106 

3 

113 

128 

Williamsburg, 

534 

123 

130 

148 

Westfield, 

1,488 

373 

355 

286 

Deerfield, 

836 

241 

213 

225 

Greenfield, 

735 

148 

170 

132 

Shelburne, 

575 

154 

169 

179 

Conway, 

897 

203 

217 

265 

Sunderland, 

409 

116 

120 

114 

Montague, 

575 

163 

153 

175 

Northfield, 

580 

148 

^ 

174 

147 

Brimfield, 

1,064 

251 

209 

257 

South  Brimfield, 

850 

220 

178 

199 

Monson, 

813 

197 

182 

196 

Pelbaro, 

729 

201 

199 

199 

Greenwich, 

890 

206 

208 

214 

Blandford, 

772 

187 

199 

220 

Leverett, 

293 

79 

75 

87 

Palmer, 

727 

168 

180 

Granville, 

1,126 

268 

276 

302 

New  Salem, 

910 

226 

134 

261 

Belchertown, 

972 

225 

310 

276 

Colerain, 

566 

144 

133 

172 

Ware, 

150 

135 

147 

Warwick, 

766 

166 

176 

236 

Bernardston, 

607 

138 

150 

172 

Murray  field, 

405 

98 

100 

127 

Charlemont,  . 

94 

- 

110 

103 

Ashfield, 

628 

193 

203 

210 

Wortbington, 

639 

166 

151 

222 

Shutesbury, 

598 

147 

147 

167 

Chesterfield, 

1,092 

221 

41 

1 

237 

227 

Chesterfield  Gore, 

54 

Southwick, 

123 

107 

109 

West  Springfield, 

1,744 

406 

437 

Iiudlow, 

413 

96 

104 

105 

No.  6, 

95 

Norwich, 

62 

2 

71 

91 

No.  7  or  Merrifield, 

844 

56 

60 

70 

Lee, 

145 

Montgomery, 

74 

Buck  and, 

• 

69 

32,701 

7,957 

42 

11 

8,724 

9,306 

Plymouth. 

Plymouth, 

2,655 

643 

6 

8 

646 

620 

Scituate, 

2,672 

663 

616 

607 

Daxbury, 

1,254 

316 

309 

296 

Marshfield, 

1,157 

289 

7 

279 

219 

CENSUS  OF  ITrt-Sl. 


Bridgewuer, 

f'Sr- 

"4iSr,'«f 

'■ST' 

"S».- 

N..V.Ibl. 

N.,  lUk  1. 

4.364 

1,130 

13 

2 

1.125 

1,087 

Middlcb(W, 

4,119 

1,045 

S 

6 

913 

048 

Rocheater, 

S,449 

569 

39 

523 

645 

PlfniptoD, 

1,707 

436 

6 

374 

362 

Peabrok., 

1,7«8 

418 

5 

15 

426 

416 

Kingston, 

980 

229 

210 

207 

Hanover, 

1,105 

2.53 

1 

19 

256 

224 

Abinglon, 

1,293 

324 

331 

338 

Biliru, 

6-2 

148 

155 

165 

Wanhini, 

711 

151 

151 

152 

26,906 

6,614 

39 

95 

6,214 

6,086 

Baemtablb. 

Biinnibki, 

554 

6 

12 

606 

434 

Sudoicb, 

1,912 

362 

«6 

42-i 

404 

YnrnKintb, 

2,227 

514 

30 

6-.'9 

496 

Eulham, 

1,899 

468 

3-0 

317 

UuKich, 

1,803 

451 

404 

382 

Welifloel, 

1,235 

307 

2 

179 

149 

Chatham, 

929 

210 

4 

191 

190 

Truro, 

1,227 

292 

199 

222 

Falnontb, 

1,355 

223 

55 

351 

331 

Harabpei!, 

82 

205 

12,936 

3,371 

5 

169 

3.247 

2,975 

Taunton,. 

3,259 

794 

733 

761 

Rehobotb, 

4,191 

970 

6 

883 

863 

Swanzey, 

447 

497 

530 

Danmonlb, 

6,773 

1,067 

4 

340 

1,566 

1.342 

Norton, 

1,329 

330 

296 

347 

Manafinid, 

944 

247 

212 

209 

Allleboro', 

2,200 

501 

1 

1 

476 

476 

Dighton, 

1,420 

317 

29 

14 

288 

275 

Freetown, 

1,901 

414 

15 

18 

370 

376 

Ra;iibaoi, 

040 

223 

211 

215 

Easlon, 

1,172 

293 

1 

1 

282 

273 

BeiUe;, 

787 

191 

6 

169 

164 

24,916 

5,794 

50 

385 

6,052 

5.831 

YOBB. 

York, 

2,742 

607 

S3 

2 

527 

567 

Kitlerr, 

2,991 

645 

22 

561 

574 

Wells, 

2,595 

570 

9 

611 

591 

B«r»ick, 

3,315 

671 

748 

756 

Arundel, 

1,144 

251 

207 

246 

Biddelbrd, 

1,006 

216 

192 

215 

PepperelboTo', 

815 

192 

177 

183 

Leblinoo, 

570 

1 

126 

141 

161 

162 


CENSUS  OF  1T76^1. 


No.  of  WliltM, 

Mo.nalMl«* 

•^sr- 

Qmbm, 

No.  Pdia  In 

N..Pl4blp 

17T§. 

apward,  1777. 

1777. 

TaluadoB,  1778 

vmlwtfo.,  ITU 

YoRK,!,^;;^. 

1 

Sanford, 

810 

158 

185 

209                       , 

BaxtoD, 

698 

157 

t 

168 

188 

Settlements  adja.  ) 
to  Sanford,       ) 

225 

• 

• 

Fryeburg^ 

414 

102 

120 

93 

Brownstown, 

48 

19 

83 

Great  Falls, 

10 

Little  Ossipee, 

240 

Massabeseek, 

99 

84 

106 

Little  Falls, 

72 

64 

Brownfieid, 

19 

• 

Coxhall, 

60 

104 

17,623 

3,904 

S3 

33 

3,781 

4,089 

Dukes. 

Edgarton, 

1,020 

« 

320 

Chilmark, 

760 

200 

Tisbury, 

1,033 

" 

250 

2,822 

770 

Nantucket. 

Sherbarn, 

4,412 

1,001 

Worcester. 

. 

Worcester, 

1,925 

438 

29 

440 

389 

Lancaster, 

2,746 

672 

654 

646 

Mendon, 

2,322 

524 

6 

50 

479 

296 

Milford, 

• 

188 

Brook  field, 

2,649 

655 

1 

580 

615 

Oxford, 

1,112 

275 

2 

214 

219 

Charlton, 

1,310 

308 

323 

340 

Sutton, 

2,644 

651 

4 

588 

625 

Leicester, 

i,oa5 

212 

1 

7 

240 

229 

Spencer, 

1,042 

257 

1 

1 

267 

297 

Paxton, 

116 

2 

128 

138 

Rutland, 

1,006 

254 

214 

254 

Oakham, 

598 

135 

132 

137 

Barre, 

1,329 

325 

293 

323 

Hubbardston, 

488 

130 

120 

132 

New  Braintree, 

798 

185 

184 

199 

Southboro', 

753 

176 

6 

1 

161 

165 

Weslboro', 

900 

220 

191 

221 

North  boro', 

562 

127 

120 

133 

Shrewsbury, 

1,475 

384 

3 

2 

342 

390 

Fitchburg, 

643 

168 

• 

166 

170 

Uxbridge, 

1,110 

235 

39 

263 

250 

Harvard, 

1,315 

338 

1 

275 

295 

Dudley, 

875 

228 

2 

280 

244 

Bolton, 

1,210 

284 

4 

16 

272 

297 

Sturbridge, 

1,374 

338 

311 

335 

CENSUS  OF  1776-81. 
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N^orwhitM, 

No.i0dMl«& 

8tnng««,  1  Claalnn,  1  No.  Polb  In  1 

No.  Poll*  In 

1778. 

upward,  1777. 

1777.               1777.       1 

Tduatlon,  177$ 

valuaUon, 1781 

WoRCBSTBE,}tS!ld. 

LeoDiinster, 

978 

216 

1 

217 

230 

Hard  wick, 

1,393 

346 

343 

363 

Holden, 

749 

180 

167 

199 

Western, 

827 

206 

212 

199 

Douglass, 

800 

194 

215 

212 

Grafton, 

861 

213 

128 

222 

Petersham, 

1,235 

289 

275 

313 

Royalston, 

617 

113 

151 

177 

Westminster, 

1,145 

248 

1 

234 

25G 

Atbol, 

191 

201 

2:J6 

Templeton, 

1,016 

235 

209 

257 

Princeton, 

701 

153 

. 

142 

182 

Ashburnham, 

551 

122 

1 

119 

158 

Winchendon, 

519 

119 

125 

161 

Northbridge, 

481 

90 

95 

106 

Ward, 

89 

III 

Lunenburg, 

1,265 

284 

4 

245 

269 

Upton, 

702 

171 

2 

179 

185 

45,031 

11,005 

60 

122 

10,533 

11,343 

Cumberland. 

. 

Faimouth, 

3,026 

709 

64 

669 

556 

Gape  Elizabeth, 

1,469 

367 

4 

1 

402 

292 

North  Yarmouth, 

1,716 

398 

2 

386 

380 

Scarboro', 

1,817 

454 

6 

372 

414 

Brunswick, 

867 

194 

4 

192 

206 

Harpswell, 

977 

193 

1 

11 

1H8 

223 

Gorham, 

1,471 

302 

11 

3 

321 

363 

Windham, 

550 

92 

8 

12 

104 

158 

New  Gloucester, 

773 

166 

5 

134 

156 

Peirsontown, 

551 

69 

9 

70 

143 

Gray. 

318 

72 

64 

105 

Royal  boro', 

301 

57 

50 

105 

Bakerstown, 

58 

40 

Sylvester, 

35 

40 

Bridgetown, 

68 

50 

Raymondtown, 

113 

- 

• 

50 

14,110 

3.063 

50 

91 

2,952 

3,281 

BBRKSHiaB. 

Sheffield, 

1,722 

336 

383 

404 

Great  Barrington^ 

961 

231 

206 

217 

Stockbridge, 

907 

218 

266 

Pittsiield, 

1,132 

244 

249 

279 

New  Marlboro', 

1,087 

253 

256 

269 

E^emont, 

671 

150 

139 

155 

Richmond, 

921 

246 

25(5 

Lenox, 

931 

178 

220 

214 

Tyringhara, 

809 

193 

241 

West  Stockbridge, 

370 

.113 

143 
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CENSUS  OF  irn-n. 


No.orWMii^ 

No^imImKA  8(i«afl«n.1 

ttMtan,   1  ft.  PMU 1.   1 

N».PMbia 

177«. 

vpwvAt  17^* 

vm. 

im. 

valtnliM,  1778 

valaallM,  I7M 

BbrkshirE)|(2^. 
Loudon, 

200 

50 

60 

Alford, 

298 

70 

99 

Lauesboro', 

1,434 

354 

436 

402 

Sandisfield, 

1,044 

235 

258 

WiUlamstown, 

1,083 

257 

1 

233 

273 

Becket, 

414 

106 

97 

118 

Windsor, 

459 

152 

199 

Partridgefield, 

376 

100 

147 

Adams, 

932 

150 

36 

215 

833 

Hancock, 

977 

127 

4 

195 

209 

No.  7, 

• 

50 

Washington, 

750 

146 

130 

68 

New  Ashibrd, 

215 

50 

60 

Mt.  Washington, 

259 

64 

Ashaelot  Equiv't, 

60 

90 

17,952 

2,534 

41 

4,296 

4,825 

Lincoln. 

Pownalboro', 

1,424 

294 

2 

292 

300 

Georgetown, 

424 

6 

6 

386 

255 

Woolwich, 

695 

167 

1 

91 

148 

Newcastle, 

656 

159 

132 

140 

Topsham, 

657 

155 

111 

113 

Townsheod, 

763 

167 

179 

179 

Bristol, 

1,214 

299 

2 

234 

240 

Bowdoinham, 

298 

92 

3 

60 

67 

Meduncooky 

247 

52 

70 

Hallowell, 

554 

134 

3 

110 

130 

Waldoboro', 

120 

185 

Vassal  boro', 

99 

116 

186 

Warren, 

272 

73 

70 

80 

Tbomastown, 

346 

70 

80 

Winthrop  and  ) 
Readfield,      ) 

307 

93 

2 

108 

137 

Pittston, 

98 

3 

3 

100 

100 

Edgecomb, 

677 

153 

127 

132 

Pleasant  River,  \ 

238 

Winslow, 

294 

61 

68 

68 

Belfast, 

229 

• 

25 

Lower  St.  Georges, 

60 

100 

Plantation  above  ) 
Winslow,           j 

390 

• 

» 

Sterlington, 
Jones  Plantation, 

474 

49 

Settlements  adja.  ) 
to  New  Castle,  ) 

582 

Narrowgaugus, 

263 

Machias, 

626 

No.  4, 

117 

Frenchman  Bay, 

345 

\ 


CENSUS  OF  1776^1. 


I6S 


* 

Lincoln,  {£^ 
Union  River, 

No.efvniilM, 
1771. 

No.ii«1«It4 
apvard,  1777. 

"■rrW!" 

'^sfr 

No.  VwU»  fn     N««  P»lb  in 
▼•iMtiM,  \m  TalintioB,  im 

233 

Passamaqaoddy, 
Mount  Desert,  &c. 
GoQldsboro'y 

206 
235 
293 

. 

Camden, 

245 

« 

Frankfort, 

493 

Deer  Island, 

346 

■ 

Bald  Hill, 

165 

Nos.  1  and  2, 

193 

Fox  Island, 

241 

Naakeag, 
No.  6, 

.  404 
202 

Penobscot, 

439 

Bine  Hill, 

132 

15,546 

2,468 

16 

14 

2,511 

S,610 

RECAPITULATION. 

OeullM. 

No.o/WUiM» 
ITTf. 

N«.nMJMllft 
apwud,  1777. 

^^"• 

1777. 

T>laulM,int 

no.PM>k 

nlMllM,nn 

Soffoik, 

27,419 

8,511 

89 

27 

8.023 

8,097 

Essex, 

50,923 

11,328 

163 

109 

9.983 

9,999 

Middlesex, 

40,121 

9,140 

259 

2 

8.468 

6,944 

Hampshire, 

32,701 

7,957 

42 

11 

8,724 

9.308 

Plymouth, 

26,906 

6,614 

39 

95 

6,214 

6,086 

Barnstable, 

12,936 

3,371 

5 

169 

3,247 

2,975 

Bristol, 

24,916 

5,794 

50 

385 

5,952 

5,831 

York, 

17,623 

3,904 

23 

33 

3,781 

4,089 

Dnkes, 

2,822 

770 

Nantucket, 

4,412 

1,001 

Worcester, 

-  45,031 

11,005 

60 

122 

10,533 

11,343 

Cumberland, 

14,110 

8,063 

50 

91 

2,962 

3,281 

Berkshire, 

17,952 

2,534 

41 

4,296 

4,825 

Lincoln, 

15,546 

2,468 

16 

14 

2,511 

2,610 

333,418 

75,689 

796 

1,099 

76,455 

77,388 

([j*  Id  comparing  Ihe  totali  of  Uie  precediog  eensosat  fron  p.  1(7  to  p.  165  iDcImive,  wilJi 
those  mentioned  in  the  report  on  pp.  131,  t,  we  perceive  that  they  do  not  follj  agree.  On j>. 
I9t,  the  polls  for  1772  are  71,728,  but  on  p.  157  they  are  73,478.  The  white  (population  for 
1776,  on  p.  132,  calculated  from  75,300  polls,  multiplied  by  4},  is  338,850,  being  223  move 
than  expressed  by  the  report  on  p.  131.  As  the  amount  of  returns  from  the  towns,  the  whites, 
for  the  same  year,  on  p.  i65,  are  333,418.  The  difierence  probably  arose,  in  part,  from  com- 
pQting  the  polls  in  the  ratio  of  4A,  larger  than  usual.  It  may  be  rarther  accounted  for  in  the 
total's  being  less  on  p.  165,  by  toe  inhabitants  of  Swanzey^oeing  about  1,700,  and  by  those 
of  several  places  in  York  do.  about  1,000  more,  not  returned.  The  polls  for  1777  are  not 
mentioned  by  the  report.  The  town  returns  give  them  on  p.  165  at  75,689,  not  comprising 
Dukes  Co.,  Nantucket,  and  a  part  of  Lincoln  Uo.,  not  returned.  The  polls  for  1778,  on  p. 
132,  are  set  at  76,854  (  on  p.  165,  at  76,455,  besides  a  considerable  number  not  returned  froin 
Lincoln  Co. :  for  1781,  on  p.  132,  at  79,645,  and  on  p.  165,  at  77^.  The  latter  did  not 
contain,  as  the  former  did,  Dukes  Co.,  Nantucket,  and  a  large  pari  of  Lincoln  Co.,  not  re- 
ported, because  of  their  depressed  condition  through  the  enemy. 
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IH  ACCOUNT  OF  TIB  lALB  POLLS  IH  1784. 

Number  of  Tovma,  Districts,  Plantations,  dee.,  97S. 


iUia«bi««id 

bfdmvamu. 

RaiMhbaaA  SappoitMl 
MCniMUt.byibBiDira. 

Suffolk  County, 
Boston, 

3,174 

50 

Manchester, 

158 

3 

Roxbary, 

430 

27 

Middleton, 

150 

1 

TlAFtf*  Kofii^^l* 

412 
261 

6 
6 

■ 

MUton, 

11,023 

115 

Braintree, 

665 

4 

Middlesex. 

Weymouth, 

337 

3 

Cambridge, 

457 

10 

Uingbam, 

539 

6 

Charlestown, 

268 

2 

Brookiine, 

110 

1 

Watertown, 

256 

3 

Dofcr, 

107 

1 

Woburn, 

395 

2 

Dedham, 

444 

4 

Concord, 

360 

3 

Needhaofiy 

274 

2 

Newton, 

328 

3 

Medfield, 

175 

3 

Reading, 

399 

2 

Stoaghton, 

492 

t 

Marlboro', 

370 

2 

WrenthaiDy 

879 

16 

BiUerica, 

317 

1 

Walpole. 

234 

Framingham, 

389 

Sharon, 

245 

3 

Lexington, 

216 

2 

Cohasset, 

174 

Chelmsford, 

279 

2 

Franklin^ 

254 

Sherburne, 

210 

Med  way, 

241 

1 

Sudbury, 

311 

3 

Bellinghaniy 

157 

3 

Maiden, 

203 

HnU, 

23 

2 

Weston, 

201 

3 

Chelsea, 

102 

Medford, 

223 

4 

Foxborough, 

139 

I 

Hopkinton, 

272 
266 
182 

3 

9,367 

139 

Stow, 

3 

Groton, 

418 

3 

Essex. 

Shirley, 

141 

Salem, 

1,043 

10 

Pepperell, 

233 

1 

Danvers, 

474 

8 

Waltham, 

20$ 

2 

Newbury, 

825 

10 

Townsend, 

212 

2 

Newburyport, 

926 

7 

Dracut, 

265 

Beverly, 

592 

3 

Bedford, 

130 

Ipswich, 

933 

13 

Holliston, 

194 

6 

Marblehead, 

932 

6 

Acton, 

192 

2 

Gloucester, 

762 

21 

Dunstable, 

196 

Lynn, 

652 

5 

Lincoln, 

169 

3 

Lynnfield, 

100 

1 

Wilmington, 

177 

Andover, 

680 

Tewksbury, 

279 

3 

Rowley, 

396 

6 

Littleton, 

181 

Topsfield, 

189 

Ashby, 

136 

2 

Haverhill, 

606 

11 

Natick, 

140 

Salisbury, 

404 

2 

Carlisle, 

128 

Amesbury^ 

441 

1 

Stoneham, 

96 

2 

Boxford, 

218 

2 

East  Sudbury, 

206 

2 

Bradford, 

312 

1 

Boxboro', 

88 

Methuen, 
Wenham, 

321 
109 

4 

9,691 

76 
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WfiHttMtMiil 

lappwlod 

MtniMbto. 

bjtha  lawn. 

Hampahtrs 

MM  J>1WI  •  O  MM  MMm^B  • 

Springfield, 

324 

1 

Long  Meadow, 

171 

1 

West  Springfield, 

503 

4 

WilbrahaiD, 

319 

Northampton, 

441 

I 

Sonthamptoo, 

214 

1 

Hadlej, 

203 

3 

South  Hadlej, 

184 

1 

Amherst, 

276 

I 

Granby, 

135 

Hatfield, 

187 

Williamsburg, 

189 

Whatelj, 

141 

Westfiehl, 

390 

3 

Deer  field, 

288 

1 

Cod  way, 

369 

Sunderland, 

126 

Brimfield, 

266 

1 

South  Brimfield, 

124 

1 

Holland, 

85 

New  Salem^ 

285 

1 

Ashfield, 

254 

Worthington, 

238 

Chesterfield, 

240 

Goshen, 

126 

Monson, 

195 

4 

Pelham, 

217 

Palmer, 

176 

Montague, 

183 

1 

Northfield, 

156 

Belchertown, 

316 

Colerain, 

234 

Shelburne, 

217 

1 

Southwick, 

153 

Granville, 

875 

6 

Warwick. 

211 

Orange, 

108 

No.  7, 

50 

Greenfield, 

280 

Greenwich, 

221 

8 

Blandford, 

277 

Ware, 

162 

I 

Leverett, 

96 

Chester, 

172 

BernardstOD, 

136 

Shutesbury, 

124 

WendeU, 

96 

Ludlow, 

124 

Norwich, 

114 

Westhamptpo, 

109 

Leyden, 

Rowe, 

Cummington, 

Montgomery, 

Middlefield, 

Buckland, 

Charlemont, 

Heath, 


Pltmouth. 
JPlymouth, 
Marshfield, 
Bridgewater, 
Scituate, 
Dttxbury, 
PlymptoD, 
Pembroke, 
Kingston, 
Hanover, 
AbingtoD, 
Halifax, 
Wareham, 
Middleboro', 
Rochester, 


Barnstabub. 

Barnstable, 

Harwich, 

Sandwich, 

Falmouth, 

Chatham, 

Tarmoutby 

Wellfleet, 

Truro, 

Eastham, 

Profincetown, 


Ddiues. 
Ed^artown, 
Chilmark, 
Tisbury, 


Nantucket. 
Sherburn, 


RaiMklauid 
MUntMbte. 

bythtiBtni. 

186 

88 

233 

83 

Hi 

105 

105 

56 

11,497 

611 
20» 
1,123 
608 
307 
371 
398 
211 
250 
364 
150 
155 
970 
608 

34 

6 
1 

2 
11 
4 
2 
2 
1 
3 
1 

1 
12 

2 

6,425 

520 
424 
372 
334 
222 
498 
223 
182 
293 
80 

47 

15 

27 

1 

5 

8 

7 

12 

13 

3,148 

315 
165 
238 

88 
4 

718 
813 

4 
21 
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Bristol. 
Taunton, 
Rehoboth, 
Swanzej, 
Dartmouth, 
Norton, 
Mansfield, 
AttJeboro'i 
DightoD, 
Freetown, 
Raynbam, 
Easton, 
Berkley, 


TouK. 
York, 

Kittery, 

Wells, 

Berwick, 

Arundel, 

Biddeford, 

Pepperelboro', 

Waterboro*, 

Lebanon, 

Sanford, 

Buxton, 

Coxhall, 

Fryeburgh, 

Brown  field, 

Limerick, 

Littlefalls, 

Shapleigh, 

Lemington, 

Washington  Plan'n, 

Parsonsfield, 

Franeisboro'  PL 


WOECBSTBR. 

Worcester, 

Lancaster, 

Mendon, 

Brookfield, 

Oxford, 

Charlton, 

Sutton, 

Leicester, 

Spencer, 

Rutland, 

Paxton, 


RbImMcumI 

oetntMtato. 


791 
920 
536 
1,408 
313 
227 
617 
350 
413 
229 
292 
201 


6,197 

520i 

632 

604 

830 

296 

225 

235 

110 

192 

162 

231 

124 

110 

30 

50 

70 

173 

1001 

45 

160 

45 


4,944 

a57 
304 
310 
666 
228 
392 
640 
240 
306 
268 
145 


Snpportad 
bf  UMtewB 


4 
12 
6 
33 
7 
2 
2 
8 
3 
1 


83 

7 
6 
24 
3 
2 


46 

13 
3 

7 
1 
3 

5 

1 


Oakham, 

Bane, 

Hubbardston, 

New  Braintree, 

Southboro', 

Wcstboro', 

Northboro', 

Shrewsbury, 

Lunenburgb, 

Fitohburgb, 

Uxbridge, 

Harvard, 

Dudley, 

Bolton, 

Upton, 

Sturbridge, 

Leominster, 

Hardwickf 

Holden, 

Western, 

Douglass, 

Grafton, 

Petersham, 

Royalston, 

Westminster, 

Templeton, 

Princeton, 

Ashburnham, 

Northbridge, 

Ward, 

Athol, 

Milford, 

Sterling, 

Berlin, 

Winchendon, 

Boylston, 


COMBBRLAND. 

Falmouth, 

North  Yarmouth, 

Scarboro', 

Brunswick, 

Harpswell, 

Cape  Elizabeth, 

Qorham, 

Windham, 

New  Gloucester, 

Gray, 

Standish, 


Batoablaand 
Miianatd9. 

Snppoiiwl 
bgrtbttMra. 

171 

373 

3 

163 

2 

203 

« 

186 

4 

222 

1 

156 

. 

421 

5 

297 

1 

207 

281 

306 

220 

3 

216 

3 

184 

347 

259 

340 

233 

3 

192 

231 

3 

225 

2 

349 

4 

196 

291 

274 

198 

3 

197 

95 

108 

8 

193 

195 

2 

339 

1 

118 

1 

231 

188 

12,263 

86 

774 

498 

454 

219 

199 

262 

368 

163 

186 

77 

124 
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Cumberland,  SSU. 

Royalaboro', 

Raymondtown, 

BakerstOD, 

Sylvester, 

Bridgeton, 

Sbeppardstown, 

Otisfield  Plaot'n, 


Lincoln. 
Pownaiboro', 
Georgetown, 
Newcastle, 
Woolwich, 
Waldoboro', 
Topsham, 
Winslow, 
fiowdoinhain, 
Bootbbay, 
Bristol, 
Vassal  boro', 
Edgecomb, 
Hallowell, 
St  Georges, 
Warren, 
Thomastown, 
Bath, 
Winthrop, 
LewistowD, 
Balltown, 
Walpole, 
Wales, 
Canaan, 
Pittston, 
Medoncook, 
Norridgewock, 
Sterlington, 
Belfast, 
Machias, 
Camden, 
Hancock, 
Mt.  Desart  Plan'n, 

lie.  I  PhntadM,  on  tb*  Mrt  aide 
of  PAaobMM  Biwm, 

No.  9  &.C., 


Ka.4. 


1717, 


. ^ J  l» 

•rSsdrvtek,  Jaa.  ITHL 

No.  5,  as  No.  1, 
No.  6, 

PlMtaUM  No.  1,  oo  ftdjWMlrfdo 
of  Qaien  if*«r,  maw  Tnmm 

22 


BfitwH*  tnil 
a«Cimt«ible. 

BttppociM 
taj  UMI0WB. 

93 

• 

40 

65 

60 

39 

60 

37 

3,706 

333 

244 

1 

148 

1 

161 

184 

146 

71 

Hi 

173 

268 

14 

18S 

142 

1 

189 

77 

89 

2 

79 

1 

173 

2 

130 

2 

78 

1 

72 

5 

71 

33 

85 

3 

86 

70 

50 

30 

27 

110 

46 

80 

2 

85 

1       40 

38 

1     150 

I       90 

69 

, 

69 

1       80 

No.  2, 
No.  3, 
No.  4, 
No.  5, 
No.  6, 
No.  22, 

PlanlailMi  «ii  tiM  wwt  iM*  of 
PcMbKM  river  frein  B«lflMt  op 
dM  rivttr,  M  Str  M  M  inelud* 
th«  wMov  Wbeder^  MUto, 
BwFnakiHtt, 

PlaatetiM  OB  tho  wotC  rid*  of 
■rU  liver,  from  too  widow 
Whootor'o  MlUaop  Uiorivor, 
BOW  Bonger, 

Door  laknd  plonliitfea  la  Poaob' 
•col  Bof ,  aaorpwoiod  *■ 
I»le,'*  Fib,  IInT 


Pox  laUad  ptaatetiM, 
noJhovoQf 


n. 


PMiobteoC.  XjBUf  loloadi  ioeocpo* 
mod  Jsbboio',  Fob.  17», 


Berkshire. 
Sheffield, 
Great  Barrington, 
Stockbridge, 
PitUfield, 
Richmond, 
Lenox, 
Lanesboro', 
Williamstown, 
Adams, 
Egremont, 
Becket, 
West  Stockbridge, 
Dalton, 
Alford, 

New  Ash  ford. 
New  Marlboro'^ 
Tyringham, 
Louden, 
Windsor, 
Partridgefield, 
Hancock, 
Lee, 

Washington, 
Sandisfield, 
Mt.  Washington, 


RoIOoUooikI 
BOtratooMo. 


5,071 


448 

26;^ 

282 
419 
307 
272 
405 
339 
405 
171 
129 
207 
103 
109 

61 
307 
278 

67 
235 
190 
194 
220 
106 
339 

36 


5,892 


Suppeiled 

bj  IMtOWB. 


35 


8 


15 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Coonlief.  No.  ofToUs.                    Maiatained  bj  townf. 

Saflblk,  9,367  139 

Essex,  11,023  115 

Middlesex,  9,691  76 

Hampshire,  11,497  34 

Plymouth,  6,425  47 

Bristol,  6,197  83 

Barnstable,  3,148  88 

Dukes,  718  4 

Nantucket,  813  21 

Worcester,  12,263  86 

York,  4,944  46 

Cumberland,  3,708 

Lincoln,  5,071  35 

Berkshire,  5,892  15 

Total,  90,757  789 

789 


91,546X4:==366,184 

This  population  of  whites  and  blackSi  estimated  from  the 
polls,  exeeeds  that  mentioned  hj  Holmes,  as  of  1784,  and 
placed  at  357,610.  But  both  appear  to  have  been  ordered  at 
the  same  time.  The  General  Court  in  a  letter  of  February  14, 
1786,  observed  that  returns  of  the  people  had  been  made  to  the 
Secretary's  office  and  that  they  were  352,171  whites  and  4,371 
blacks ;  total  356,642. 

The  following  document,  though  having  but  a  partial  ref* 
erence  to  population,  asks  for  a  place  here.  It  will  be 
perceived  that  its  number  of  people  is  within  one  of  the  nuni- 
ber  given  by  the  Annals  of  Dr.  Holmes. 

Account  of  Inhabitants^  Buildings^  Lands ^  4*^,  in  a  Valu* 

ation  taken  September^  1784. 

Number  of  Inhabitants,  357,51 1 

Number  of  fighting  Men,  70,648 

Dwelling  Houses,  45,123 

Shops,  Tan  and  Slaughter  Houses,  3,521 

Other  Work  Stores,  708 

Barns,  33,236 

Distill  and  Sugar  Houses,  67 

Rope  Walks,  23 

Pot  and  Pearl  Ash  Works,  138 
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Warehooses,  481 

Grist,  Saw,  FdliDg,  Slitting  and  all  other  Mills,  1,808 

Iron  Works  and  Furnaces,  76 

Ail  other  Buildings  of  £5  value  and  upwards,  4,480 

SuperficiaJ  Feet  of  Wharf,  489,78:1 

Acres  of  Tillage  Land,  194,935 

Acres  of  Mowing  Land,  199,612 

Acres  of  Fresh  Meadow,  156,679 

Acres  of  Salt  Marsh,  42,549 

Pasturage,  540,047 

Acres  of  Woodland,  756, 1 03 

Acres  of  unimproved  Land,  1,954,640 

Acres  of  Land  unimprovable,  692,390 

Cider  which  can  be  made  yearly,  191,870 

Tons  of  vessels  then  at  home,  59,881 

Stock  in  trade,  paid  or  not  paid  for,  £SQSfi57  Sa*  4d. 

Commissions  on  Goods  yearly,  j^8,861  5s.  Od. 

Horse  kind,  42,233,  Colts,  3,219,  45,452 

Oxen  and  other  neat  Cattle  of  diflferent  ages,  162,552 

Cows,  127,467 

Sheep  and  Goats,  224,307 

Swine,  85,671 

Debts  due  on  Interest  or  not,  .£430,200  1  Is.  2d. 

Ounces  of  Plate,  ^4,879 

on  hand,  ;f 55,050  18s.  lid. 


For  the  purpose  of  a  conveDient  comparison  between  the 
preceding  relies  of  population  and  the  totals  of  our  State 
censuses,  ordered  by  the  General  Government^  the  latter  are 
presented  according  to  the  printed  retuma.  The  white  and 
colored  inhabitants  are  comprised  in  the  estimates.  Maine  is 
included  to  the  year  of  its  incorporation  as  a  State. 

1790      1800      1810      1820      1830      1840 

ICass.         378,717      423,245      472,040      523,287      610,408      718,592 
Maine,         96,540      151,719     228,705     296,335 


475,257      574,964      700,745      821,622 
INDIAN  POPULATION- 

Our  attention  is.  called  to  the  people  of  this  class,  so  far  as 
they  hare  been  contained  within  the  present  limits  of  Massa- 
chusetts,  and  also  of  Maine,  to  its  incorporation  as  a  S  tate.  When« 
ever  they  are  presented  to  our  minds,  we  regard  them  with  sad- 
dened sympathy.  We  remember  them  as  a  race  once  mighty, 
but  now  nearly  wasted  away.  We  look  for  the  memorials  of 
their  being,  character,  and  history.  We  meet  only  with  a  few 
relics  of  their  stony  implements  for  domestic  and  warlike  pur- 


172  INDIAN  POPULATION. 

poses ;  and  of  their  language,  as  preserved  in  names  applied  to 
localities  of  our  soil,  or  contained  occasionally  on  the  printed 
pages  of  their  more  civilized  successors. 

To  the  question,  Whence  came  they  ages  before  the  Saxon 
race  stepped  upon  their  territory?  an  uncertain  response  must  be 
given.  Heckewelder,  thoroughly  acquainted  with  Indian  tra- 
ditions, as  to  the  history  of  our  western  territory,  gives  the 
succeeding  relation.  Many  centuries  ago,  two  nations,  in 
search  of  a  new  residence,  appeared  on  the  fiirlber  side  of  the 
Mississippi  river.  They  bad  emigrated  from  Western  Ameri* 
ca.  They  were  the  Leni  Lenape,  or  original  people,  and  the 
Mengwe,  or  Maquas.  The  former,  in  the  prosecution  of  their 
purpose,  crossed  the  stream.  But  they  were  bravely  resisted 
by  the  occupants  of  the  soil,  who  were  called  AUigewi,  or  AUe* 
ghany.  So  opposed,  they  were  joined  by  the  Mengwe,  and 
both  made  a  common  cause  against  the  inhabitants.  After  a 
warfare  of  many  years,  the  AUigewi  were  conquered,  fled  south, 
and  never  returned.  The  mounds  of  our  western  country,  sup- 
posed to  have  been  erected.for  defence,  favor  such  an  account.  Ac- 
cording to  the  same  author,  the  Mengwe  constituted  the  five  na- 
tions. These  confederates  were  subsequently  enlarged  by  the  Tus- 
caroras,  from  the  border  of  North  Carolina.  They  were  then 
known  as  the  Six  Nations.  A  portion  of  the  Lenape  crossed 
the  Hudson  river,  which  they  denominated  Mahicaonituck. 
From  this  circumstance,  they  received  the  name  of  Mahicans. 
They  increased  so  as  to  occupy  the  whole  soil  of  what  is  term- 
ed New  England.  The  Lenape,  regarding  them  as  a  branch  of 
their  nation,  spoke  of  them  afterwards,  as  their  grandchildren. 
Mahicans  was  pronounced  by  the  English  as  Mohigans.  This 
word  is  well  known  as  having  been  long  applied  to  a  tribe  in 
New  London  coimty,  Connecticut.  What  degree  of  confidence 
we  should  place  on  such  an  account,  is  beyond  any  sure  com* 
putation.  It  must  be  left  unsolved,  among  the  various  specula- 
tions relative  to  the  peopling  not  only  of  different  sections  in 
North  America,  but  also  of  the  continent  itself.  If  the  inge- 
nious and  interesting  theory  of  Heckewelder  be  correct,  he  is 
authorised  in  stating,  that  when  Europeans  first  appeared  in 
this  country,  the  Mohegans  extended  from  the  '<  Roanoke  to 
the  northernmost  part  of  Nova  Scotia." 
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Among  our  deep  regrets,  as  to  the  original  occupants  of  oar 
soil,  is  that  they  were  strangers  to  the  improving  influence  of 
Christianity,  which  would  have  given  them  letters,  and  led 
them  to  leave  some  recorded  traces  of  their  political  economy, 
whereby  we  might  have  formed  more  definite  views  of  them 
than  we  ever  can.  For  whatever  knowledge  of  them  remains, 
we  are  dependent  on  the  information  of  various  authors,  who 
could  obtain  and  impart  comparatively  little  of  the  much  which 
must  have  perished  with  their  untutored  tribes. 

POPULATION  OF  THE  INDIANS  BEFORE  THE  PLAGUE  OF  1617  AND 

1618. 

Gosnold,  in  the  account  of  his  voyage  hither  in  1602,  said  of 
the  main  land  on  Cape  Cod,  "  This  coast  is  very  full  of  peo- 
ple." Capt.  John  Smith,  in  his  voyage  of  1614,  remarked  of 
the  country  along  the  Penobscot  Bay,  that  it  <'  was  well  inha- 
bited with  many  people."  He  mentioned  Agawam  territory, 
extending  from  Merrimack  river  to  Naumkeag  river,  as  very 
populous.  He  stated,  that  he  was  informed  of  a  river  north  of 
Cape  Ann,  (which  appears  to  be  the  Merrimack,)  nmning  up  a 
country  which  contained  "at  least  thirty  habitations,"  or  towns. 
In  speaking  of  the  Massachusetts  shores,  then  considered  as  the 
parts  below  Boston  harbor,  his  language  was,  "  the  sea  coast, 
as  you  passe,  shewes  you  all  along  troupes  of  well  proportioned 
people."  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  in  his  description  of  New 
England,  observed,  "At  our  first  discovery  of  those  coasts,  we 
found  it  very  populous,  the  inhabitants  stout  and  warlike." 

That  we  may  have  a  more  distinct  perception  of  the  abori- 
gines, in  relation  to  their  number,  it  may  be  well  to  avail  our- 
selves further  of  the  information  which  Capt.  Smith,  in  the 
course  of  his  intelligent  and  accustomed  inquiries,  obtained  du- 
ring the  voyage  previously  mentioned.  His  endeavors  in  this 
respect  were  not  so  successful  as  they  would  have  been,  had 
not  French  traders  preceded  him  along  the  sea  board,  and  thus 
rendered  it  inexpedient  for  him  to  visit  more  places  and  remain 
longer  than  he  did.  With  regard  to  Maine,  he  penned  the  suc- 
ceeding notes.  "  The  principall  habitation  northward  we  were 
at,  was  Penobscot.  Southward,  along  the  coast  and  vp  the  ri- 
verS|  we  found  Mecadacut,  Segocket,  Pemaquid,  Nuscoucus, 


174  INDIAN  POPULATION. 

Sagaddahoek,  Aumoughcowgen,  and  Eenebeke  [  to  these  coun- 
tries beloDg  the  people  of  Segotago,  Paghhuotanuck,  Pocop- 
passam,  Taughtanakagn^t,  Warbigganas,  Nassaque,  Masheros- 
queck,  Wawrigweck,  Moshoquen,  Wakcogo,  Pasharanack,  etc." 
He  proceeds,  <<  To  these  are  alied  in  confederacy,  the  countries 
of  Accotnynticus,  Ancocisco,  Passataquack,  Aggawam,  and 
Naemkeck.  All  these,  for  any  thing  I  could  perceive,  diffisr 
little  in  language,  fashion,  or  gouernment,  though  most  of  them 
be  Lords  of  theniselues  ;  yet  they  hold  the  Bashabes  of  Penob- 
scot the  chiefe  and  greatest  among  them.''  Continuing  his  ob* 
servations,  this  judicious  navigator  adds,  "  the  next  I  can  re- 
member are  Mattahunts,  two  pleasant  lies  of  groves,  gardens, 
and  corne  fields,  a  league  in  the  sea  from  the  maine.  Then 
Totant,  Massachuset,  Topent,  Secassaw,  Totheet,  Nasnocoma* 
acack,  Accomack,  Ghawum,  Patuxet,  Massasoyts,  Pakanokiek. 
Then  Cape  Cod,  by  which  is  Pawmet,  and  the  He  Nawset,  of 
the  language  and  aliance  of  them  of  Chawum ;  the  others  are 
called  Massachusetts,  and  differ  somewhat  in  language,  custome 
and  condition  ;  for  their  trade  and  merchandize,  to  each  of  their 
principall  families  or  habitations,  they  haue  diners  townes  and 
people  belonging,  and  by  their  relations  and  descriptions,  more 
then  twentie  seuerall  habitations."  As  the  captain  dwelt  on 
the  country  of  the  Massachusetts,  he  expressed  himself  in  terms 
quite  romantic.  He  called  it  "  the  Paradice  of  all  those  ports, 
for  here  are  many  lies  planted  with  come,  groues,  mulberies, 
saluage  gardens,  and  good  harbours.  The  sea  coast,  as  you 
passe,  shewes  you  all  along  large  corne  fields."  While  remark- 
ing on  the  Mauwooshens  of  Maine,  he  gives  the  following.  On 
the  east  of  them  '<  are  the  Tarrentines,  their  mortal!  enemies, 
where  inhabit  the  French.  Northwest  of  Penobscot  is  Mecad- 
dacut,  at  the  foot  of  a  high  mountaine,^  a  kinde  of  fortresse 
against  the  Tarrentines,  adioyning  to  the  high  mountaines  of 
Penobscot,  against  whose  feet  doth  beat  the  sea." 

Haying  thus  glanced  at  the  situations  of  different  tribes,  we 
will  look  at  them  individually.  Those  of  our  Commonwealth, 
with  its  present  boundaries,  here  call  for  our  notice. 

Before  entering  inunediately  on  this  subject,  it  is  expedient 
to  offer  some  remarks  which  bear  on  a  part  of  its  items.    While 

1  In  Camden. 
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some  authors  have  written  about  our  Indian  nationsi  and  their 
comparative  itrength,  they  have  represented  their  warriors 
as  including  not  only  what  belonged  to  their  immediate  ter- 
ritory, but  also  those  who  were  of  their  allies.  For  examplei 
the  Fokanokets  have  been  generally  allowed  3,000  bowmen. 
This  assigned  to  their  king  about  12,000  subjects.  But  Z. 
Macy  relates,  in  his  account  of  Nantucket,  which  was  under  the 
sway  of  that  chief,  that  after  the  plague  it  contained  nearly 
3,000  Indians.  If  so,  it  is  by  no  means  unlikely  that  it  had 
6,000  before  so  dreadful  a  disease.  This  would  make  half  of 
Massasoit's  people,  though  it  was  but  one  of  the  twenty  or  more 
settlements  which  are  represented  to  have  been  under  his  dicta- 
tion. A  fact  of  this  kind  leads  us  to  suppose,  that  whatever 
warriors  the  principal  tribes  could  individually  raise  in  their 
proper  territory,  did  not  include  those  of  other  tribes,  who 
merely  gave  indication  of  acknowledging  them  as  their  superi- 
ors. Ctookin  described  the  boundaries  of  the  Narragansetts  as 
coming  short  of  those  assigned  to  the  Nipmugs,  and  yet  he  stated 
that  a  portion  of  the  latter  were  tributaries  to  the  former.  It  is 
very  probable,  that  when  ancient  writers  remarked  that  the 
Narragansets  could  raise  their  large  quota  of  men  for  the  field  of 
combat,  they  never  intended  to  comprise  in  such  a  calculation 
any  of  the  Nipmugs.  Hence,  in  computing  the  population 
of  the  largest  tribes,  it  seems  correct,  that  a  similar  com- 
putation should  be  made  of  less  tribes,  who  were  the  alliea 
of  such  superiors.  True,  the  nature  of  the  case  does  not  allow 
so  much  certainty  as  is  desirable. 

Agawam9.  It  is  not  known  that  there  has  been  any  particu- 
lar estimate  of  their  number.  As  before  stated,  their  soil  ex* 
tended  from  Merrimack  river  to  Naumkeag  river,  in  Salem. 
From  the  manner  in  which  Gapt.  Smith  spoke  of  them  as  being 
numerous,  they  may  be  reckoned  at  10,000. 

Naumkeags.  These  owned  the  territory  from  North  river,  in 
Salem,  to  Charles  river.  Though  not  so  populous  as  the  Aga- 
wams,  they  may  be  reasonably  computed  at  6,000. 

Patucketa.  These  had  their  principal  situation  about  Lowell 
and  vicinity.  Oookin  described  them  as  having  a  sachem  of 
extensive  rule  and  numerous  subjects.  To  estimate  them  at 
12,000  is  not  beyond  moderate  limits. 
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Nipfimgs,  or  Nipnets.  Hubbard  informs  us  that  this  is  ^*  a 
general  name  for  all  inland  Indians,  betwixt  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut  river."  Such  a  description  gave  the  Nipmugs  a 
large  territory.  Not  being  on  the  sea  coast,  they  failed  to  come 
under  the  observation  of  such  navigators  as  Smith.  The  many 
tribes  who  have  left  the  names  of  their  particular  abodes  in  so 
large  a  range  of  soil,  denote  that  the  Nipmugs  must  have  num- 
bered not  less  than  25^000.  Then,  there  were  Indians  on  the 
land  of  our  Commonwealth,  beyond  the  Connecticut  river, 
towards  the  Hudson  river.  As  an  indication  that  they  were 
not  few,  one  of  our  largest  fur  companies  petitioned,  in  1659,  to 
have  a  truck-house  forty  or  fifty  miles  from  Albany.  It  is  not 
extravagant  to  place  them  at  15,000. 

Massachtisetts.  These  and  other  aborigines  down  to  Piscata* 
qua,  were  known  under  the  general  denomination  of  Abergi* 
neans.  Their  territory  extended  from  Charles  river  to  Scituate. 
Johnson  relates  that  they  had  <<  three  kingdomes,  or  sagamore- 
ships,  who  had  under  them  seven  dukedoms  or  petty  saga- 
mores." Among  the  subjects  of  the  principal  king,  the  same 
writer  includes  the  Nianticks  and  Narragansets ;  and  other  au- 
thors describe  the  Weechagaskins,  Neponsits,  Punkapoags,  No- 
nantums,  and  Nashaways,  and  part  of  the  Nipmugs,  as  holding 
a  like  relation.  Capt  Smith  states  that  he  was  informed  that, 
on  his  islands  alone,  were  3,000  inhabitants.  Should  we  allow 
him  12,000,  it  would  be  a  low  computation. 

Awasunticks.  They  were  governed  by  a  squaw  sachem, 
who  resided  at  Saconett,  afterwards  Little  Compton.  This 
place,  as  well  known,  was  long  of  Plymouth  colony,  and  then 
of  Massachusetts.  Subsequently  it  became  a  part  of  Rhode 
Island.  It  would  not  be  an  extravagant  allowance  to  reckcm 
the  Awasunucks  at  4,000. 

Nanticans,  of  Nantucket.  As  previously  stated,  they  must 
have  numbered  about  6,000. 

CapawockSj  of  Martha's  Vineyard.  These,  at  the  period  in 
view,  are  not  likely  to  have  been  less  than  4,000. 

PokanoketSj  or  Wampanoags.  The  king  of  these  people 
held  sway  over  Nantican,  Capowack,  Nawsett,  **  Manamoyk, 
Sawkattukett,  Nobsquasitts,  Matakees,"  several  other  places,  and 
some  of  the  Nipmugs.    His  name  was  Massasoit.    At  the  first 
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iuterview  which  he  had  with  delegates  from  the  Puritans  set- 
tled at  Plymouth,  he  endea7ored  to  impress  tbem  with  his 
greatness.  In  his  speech  to  them  he  asked,  '<  was  not  such  a 
towne  his,  and  20  townes  more  his  ?"  This  denotes,  that  his 
authority  was  and  had  been  large.  In  1621  he  made  a  league 
with  the  English  of  Plymouth,  and  granted  them  the  land 
where  they  resided,  and  the  adjacent  territory.  He  was  sup- 
posed to  have  had  3,000  bowmen,  or  about  12,000  people. 

Chavnuns.  These  were  in  what  subsequently  became  a 
part  of  Plymouth  colony.  Gapt.  Smith  states,  as  before  men- 
tioned, that  these  natives  were  of  the  same  tongue  with  the 
Nawsetts  and  Pamets,  and  in  alliance  with  them.  They  and 
the  two  latter  tribes  did  not  probably  number  less  than  3,600 
souls. 

Thus  an  endeavor  has  been  made  to  state  the  probable  num- 
ber of  the  aborigines  within  the  present  limits  of  this  Gommou'- 
wealth,  prior  to  its  being  occupied  by  Europeans.  The  collect- 
ive body  of  them,  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing  data,  would 
make  109,500.  Were  we  to  include  the  soil  conveyed  fcom 
Massachusetts  largely  to  New  Hampshire,  and  some  to  Connec- 
ticut and  New  York,  we  should  have  thousands  more  to  in- 
crease such  an  enumeration. 

Leaving  this  field  of  examination,  we  proceed  eastward. 
Here,  is  Maine,  the  land  of  various  and  interesting  events,  in 
ancient  times.  True,  it  was  settled  by  emigrants  who  came 
under  various  and  conflicting  charters.  Still,  from  having  sub- 
sequently become  a  portion  of  our  State,  and  long  represented 
in  its  councils,  it  claims  a  notice  of  its  original  inhabitants,  as 
well  aa  of  their  more  civilized  successors. 

Purchases  Pilgrims  contains  a  curious  description  of  Mawoo- 
shen,  composed  from  the  relations  of  navigators,  who  came  to 
our  shore  several  years  before  1610.  He  described  the  country 
as  160  miles  long,  and  120  broad,  and  bounded  on  the  east  by 
the  Tarrentines.  It  was  of  course  within  the  limits  of  Maine. 
It  contained  nine  rivers.  On  one,  most  eastward,  was  the  town 
of  Precante,  which  had  60  houses  and  160  men.  Near  to  the 
north  of  Pemaquid  river,  were  three  towns.  The  first  was  Yp- 
segon,  where  the  <'  Bashabes,  their  chiefe  Lord,  doth  dwell." 
It  had  60  houses,  and  260  men.    The  two  other  towns  were 
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Caiocame  and  Shasheokeing.  In  each  of  them,  resided  a  saga- 
mo,  subject  to  the  baahaba.  Their  number  of  men  is  not  men* 
tionad.  On  the  Ramossoe  river  was  Panobscot,  of  50  beoses 
and  80  men.  On  the  Apanawapeske  were  Meccombe,  of  SO 
houses  and  80  men,  and  Chebegnadose,  of  30  lionses  and  90 
men.  On  the  Apponick  were  three  towns,  Appisham,  men  not 
designated,  Mesaqueegamic,  of  70  houses  and  80  men,  and 
Mattanuniscowte,  of  80  houses  and  90  men.  On  the  Aponeg 
were  Nebamocage,  of  160  **  households"  and  300  men  ;  Asha- 
we,  of  80  "  households"  and  70  men  ;  and  Neredoshan,  of  120 
^<  households"  and  100  men.  On  an  arm  of  the  Sagadahoc  are 
Kenebeke,  of  80  houses  and  100  men  ;  Eetangheanycke,  of  90 
"  households"  and  330  men  ;  Namgooc,  of  60  <'  households"  and 
150  men ;  and  Mossakiga,  of  8  '<  households"  and  40  men.  On 
the  northwest  branch  of  the  Sound  belonging  tq  the  Sagadahoc, 
are  Amereangan,  of  90  <<  households"  and  260  men,  and  Na^ 
mercante,  of  40  '^  households"  and  120  men.  In  this  connec- 
tion, Buccawganecants,  of  60  <<  households"  and  400  men  is 
described  as  the  most  distant  place  subject  to  the  king  of  Ma- 
wooshen.  On  the  Ashamabaga  is  Agnagebcoc,  of  70  houses 
and  240  men.  At  the  head  of  Sawakstoc  is  one  town,  the 
number  of  whose  men  is  not  named.  It  will  be  seen  that  there 
is  quite  a  disproportion  between  the  households  and  men  of 
some  towns  and  those  of  others.  The  men,  so  far  estimated  in 
the  preceding  places  of  Mawooshen,  are  2,980,  which  gire  a 
population  of  about  11,720. 

Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  in  his  description  of  such  a  country, 
«dd  that  it  <<  was  called  Moasham."  He  related,  that  the  ba- 
shaba  of  it  <'  had  under  him  many  great  subjects,  some  (having 
a)  thousand,  some  fifteen  hundred  bowmen."  This  language 
signifies  a  greater  population  than  the  preceding  estimate  per- 
mits. Taken  in  view  of  the  probability  that  only  a  part  of  the 
towns  in  Mawooshen  were  mentioned,  it  seems  to  allow  that 
the  11,720  should  be  pot  as  high  as  15,000.  The  same  author 
stated,  that  the  king  was  taken  by  the  Tarrentines,  and  then 
his  sagamores  engaged  in  mutual  wars,  which  resulted  in  a;  de- 
structive famine^  that  preceded  the  plague. 

We  are  next  called  to  consider  the  people  below  the  Mawoo- 
shens.    Smith  and  other  ancient  writers  called  them  Tarren- 
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tioes.  They  represented  them  as  east  of  the  Penobscot  coun- 
try. Some,  in  later  times,  have  supposed  them  to  have  been 
original  occupants  of  such  territory.  However  this  may  be, 
they  had  possession  of  it  in  a  year  or  two  after  Capt.  Smith  was 
there,  as  the  conquerors  of  the  Mawooshens.  They  were  nu- 
merous as  well  as  warlike.  They  were  a  terror  and  scourge  to 
the  nations,  from  Penobscot  to  the  extent  of  Massachusetts, 
along  the  seaboard.  Credible  accounts  are  left  of  their  attacks 
on  Indians,  who  lived  at  the  locations  of  Ipswich,  Salem,  and 
Dorchester. 

Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  informs  us,  that  there  was  a  place 
called  Epistama,  between  Ifawooshen  and  the  Sockhigones. 
Williamson  is  of  opinion  that  this  people,  also  named  So- 
kokis,  inhalMted  the  banks  of  the  Saco  river.  He  refers  to  the 
Anasagunticooks,  about  the  Androscoggin.  These  two  tribes 
must  have  been  comprised  in  those  of  Mawooshen.  So  with 
the  Cannibas,  or  Norridgewocks,  on  the  Kennebec,  and  the  Wa* 
wenocks,  between  the  Sagadahoc  and  St.  George's  rivers.  The 
four  nations  thus  designated,  came  under  the  general  name  of 
Abenaques,  or  men  of  the  east. 

Besides  the  Tarrentines,  already  described,  there  were  two 
more  tribes  in  Maine,  known  as  tho  Openangoes,  or  Quoddy 
Indians,  and  the  Marechites,  or  Armouchicjuois.  These  three 
tribes  were  classed  under  the  general  term,  Etechemins.  The 
Openangoes,  though  said  to  be  a  branch  of  the  Tarrentines, 
are  thought  to  have  been  a  numerous  people  when  Maine  was 
first  visited  by  Eoropeans.  The  Marechites  dwelt  on  the  St. 
John's  river,  and  were  anciently  powerful. 

Thus  we  have  taken  a  hasty  survey  of  the  aborigines,  who 
occupied  Maine  before  the  desolations  of  the  plague.  Prior  to 
this  event,  there  were  as  many  as  36,000  Indians  in  that  terri* 
tory,  according  to  the  judgment  of  Williamson.  This  is  very 
likely  to  have  be^n  so.  }f  we  take  the  estimate  of  Mawooshen 
at  16,000,  the  Sakokis  3,000,  the  Tarrentines  8,000,  the  Ope- 
nangoes 4,000,  and  the  Marechites  7,000,  we  have  some  over 
his  estimate,  This  is  probably  a  low  computation  for  the  num* 
ber  of  Indiana  tl^ei;  living  on  the  soil  of  Maine. 
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DIMINUTION   OF  THE   INDIANS  BY  THE  PLAGUE  OF  1617  AND 

1618. 

We  have  seen  that  the  aborigines  of  our  territory  were  nu- 
merous before  the  first  of  these  two  years.  They  were  con- 
scious of  their  strength.  In  several  instances,  some  of  them 
fought  with  the  French  and  English,  who  sailed  along  their 
coasts  for  traffic.  But  a  pestilence  came  and  swept  the  most  of 
them  away.  In  a  conference  which  the  planters  of  Plymouth 
had  with  Samoset,  he  told  the  tale  of  so  sad  an  event.  The 
Petuzets,  who  had  owned  the  premises  settled  by  the  Puritans, 
had  all  been  exterminated  but  one.  This  was  Squanto,  who, 
being  kidnapped  by  Hunt,  was  carried  to  Europe.  The  crime 
of  the  one  seems  to  have  been  overruled  for  the  preservation  of 
the  other.  In  a  letter  of  Thomas  Dermer,  to  Purcbas,  he  spoke 
of  a  voyage  which  he  made,  in  May  of  1619,  from  MonhiggcMi 
to  Cape  Cod.  On  that  occasion,  he  remarked,  "  I  passed 
alongst  the  coast,  where  I  found  some  eminent  plantations,  not 
long  since  populous,  now  vtterly  void.  In  another  place  a 
remnant  remaines,  but  not  free  from  sicknesse.  Their  disease, 
the  plague."  Some  of  Plymouth  mentioned  what  they  saw  on 
a  visit  to  Namasket,  as  follows :  <<  there  haue  beene  many 
habitations  of  the  saluages  that  are  dead,  and  the  land  lies 
waste."  Morton's  New  English  Canaan  contains  the  ensuing 
passage,  relative  to  the  people  of  Massasoit.  ^<  They  died  on 
heaps,  as  they  lay  in  their  houses,  and  the  living,  that  were 
able  to  shift  for  themselues,  would  runne  away  and  let  them  dy , 
and  let  their  carkases  ly  above  the  ground  without  buriall. 
And  the  bones  and  skulls  upon  the.seuerall  places  of  their  habi- 
tations, made  such  a  spectacle,  that  it  seemed  to  me  a  new 
found  Oolgotha." 

Rev.  Francis  Higginson  wrote  home  in  1629,  relative  to 
the  subject  before  us.  Speaking  of  sagamores  he  observed, 
"  Their  subjects  above  twelve  years  since  were  swept  away 
by  a  great  and  grievous  plague,  that  was  amongst  them,  so 
that  there  are  yerie  few  left  to  inhabite  the  country." 

An  extract  from  Johnson  runs  thus : — <<  There  befell  a  great 
mortality  among  them,  chiefly  desolating  those  places  where  the 
English  afterward  planted  the  country  of  Pockanoky,  Agissa- 
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wamg^;  it  was  almost  wholly  deserted,  insomuch  that  the 
neighbour  Indians  did  abandon  those  places  for  feare  of  death, 
fleeing  more  west  and  by  south,  observing  the  east  and  by 
northern  parts  were  most  smitten  with  this  contagion.  The 
Aberginny  men,  consisting  of  Msatachusetts,  Wippanaps,  and 
Tarrentines  were  greatly  weakened,  and  more  especially  the 
three  kingdomes,  or  sagamoreships  of  the  Mattachusetts."  With 
regard  to  the  last  people,  their  luxurian^Jsles,  which  had  con- 
tained a  dense  population,  were  found  l^plourt,  in  1621,  with 
not  even  a  solitary  tenant.  Though  the  Tarrentines  suffered, 
as  Johnson  relates,  their  loss  seems  to  have  been  far  less  than 
that  of  other  tribes.  They  were  still  able  to  make  distant  and 
dreaded  incursions  on  the  shores  of  the  more  westward  and 
dwindled  communities. 

Wood,  while  commenting  on  the  Massachusetts  and  other 
tribes  northward  of  them,  recorded  the  subsequent  passage. 
^<  Who,  before  the  sweeping  plague,  were  an  inhabitant  not  fear- 
ing, but  rather  scorning  the  confrontments  of  such  as  now  count 
them  but  the  scumme  of  the  country,  and  would  soone  roote 
them  out  of  their  native  possessions,  were  it  not  for  the  Eng- 
lish." Among  the  subjects  of  this  comparison  were  the  Narra- 
gansets,  who  so  escaped  the  pestilence  as  to  be  far  more  pow- 
erful than  the  Massachusetts,  to  whom  they  bad  paid  tribute. 
The  preservation  of  the  former,  and  the  loss  of  the  latter,  brought 
them  to  change  their  relative  positions  of  power  and  dominion. 

Our  last  quotation  on  this  topic,  though  not  in  chronological 
order,  is  from  the  charter  of  1620,  granted  by  James  I.  to  the 
Council  for  New  England.  It  follows.  '*  We  have  been  fur- 
ther given  certainly  to  knowe,  that  within  these  late  yeares 
there  hath  by  God's  visitation  raigned  a  wonderfuU  Plague,  to- 
gether with  many  horrible  slaughters  and  murthers,  committed 
amongst  the  Sauages,  heertofore  inhabiting,  in  a  manner  to  the 
utter  destruction  and  depopulacion  of  the  whole  territorye ;  so 
that  there  is  not  left  for  many  leagues  together,  in  a  manner, 
any  that  doe  claime  or  challenge  any  kind  of  interests  therein." 

Relative  to  the  nature  of  so  deadly  a  scourge,  Gookin  gives 
us  information.  His  language  is,  *'  I  have  discoursed  with 
some  old  Indians,  that  were  then  youths,  (in  the  time  of  the 
plague,)  who  say  that  the  bodies  all  over  were  exceeding  yel- 
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low,  describing  it  by  a  yell<)w  gannent  they  showed  me,  both 
befoce  they  died  and  afterwards."  This  denotes  that  such  a 
pestilence  resembled  the  yellow  fever. 

Thus  we  have  noticed  a  principal  cause,  which  afflicted  and 
reduced  the  aborigines  fix)m  multitudes  to  a  few.  It  greatly 
hastened  the  wasting  process  which  always  exists  among  the 
red  men  in  contiguity  with  the  European  race.  Whether  it 
was  for  their  disregar^f  the  light  of  nature,  and  their  conse-* 
quent  devotedness  td^Pquity,  or  for  some  other  cause,  that  the 
Indians  of  our  soil  were  so  cut  off,  is  one  of  the  innumerable 
queries,  mysterious  to  mortal  perception,  but  plain  to  His,  who, 
in  the  exercise  of  his  righteous  rule,  "  increaseth  the  nations 
and  destroyeth  them." 

INDIAN  POPULATION  AFTER  THE  PLAGUE. 

Having  considered  the  aborigines  who  once  occupied  our 
soil,  as  they  were  before  the  pestilence,  and  how  they  were 
wasted  by  it,  we  will  follow  them  in  the  subsequent  history  of 
their  population.  In  order,  however,  to  compass  such  an  object, 
it  may  be  well  to  take  into  view  the  relative  occurrences  which 
tended  either  to  delay  or  facilitate  their  extinction*  As  they 
had  no  acquaintance  with  letters,  we  must  depend  on  various 
authorities,  as  they  occur  in  order  of  time,  without  the  regular* 
ity  of  modem  censuses. 

In  1621,  as  Smith  related,  the  Nawsits  were  <<  100  strong," 
evidently  referring  to  their  warriors,  which  would  allow  them 
400  inhabitants* 

Rev.  Francis  Higginson  informed  his  friends  in  England, 
1629,  as  follows : — ^^  The  greatest  sagamores  about  us  cannot 
make  above  three  hundred  men,  and  other  less  sagamores  have 
not  above  fifteen  subjects,  and  others,  neere  about  us,  but  two." 

Governor  Dudley,  in  his  letter  to  the  Countess  of  Lincdln, 
1631,  communicated  the  subsequent  items.  ^'  Ypon  the  river 
of  Naponset  dwelleth  Chicka  Talbott,  who  hath  betweene  60 
and  60  subiects.  About  70  or  80  miles  westward  are  seated 
the  Nipnelt  men.  We  heare  their  numbers  exceed  any  but  the 
Pecoates  and  the  Narragansets.  Vpon  the  river  of  Mistick  is 
seated  Sagamore  John,  and  vpon  the  river  Sawgus,  Sagamore 
James,  his  brother.     Both  theis  brothers  command  not  above 
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30  or  40  men,  for  augbt  I  can  leame.  Neer  to  Salem  dwelleth 
2  or  3  fiuniliea.  The  Sagamore  of  Agawam  hath  but  few  sub- 
iectB.  YpoD  the  river  Merimack  ie  seated  Sagamore  Pasaacona*- 
way,  haueing  under  his  command  4  or  600  men.'' 

We  leari;^  from  Winthrop,  that,  in  1633,  sagamores  John  and 
James,  and  inest  of  their  people,  died  of  the  small  pox.  Of  the 
subjects  of  the  former,  30  were  buried  in  one  day  by  Mr.  Mav- 
erick. This  disease  spread  to  Piscataqua,  where  it  proved  mortal 
to  all  the  Indiana  except  one  or  two.  It  alao  prevailed  among 
them  aouthward  and  westward,  and  cut  off  great  numbers. 

In  1637,  as  Morton  states,  some  of  the  Pequod  captives,  be- 
ing the  proportion  of  our  colony,  were  dispersed  among  the 
towns,  probably  in  the  capacity  of  slaves.  Of  the  same  prison- 
ers, fifteen  boys  and  two  women,  were  transported  in  the  ship 
Desire,  Capt' William  Pierce.  He  was  instructed  to  sell  them 
at  Bermuda.  But  unable  to  reach  that  port,  he  stopped  at  Pro- 
vidence Island,  and  there  executed  his  commission.  It  is  well 
that  such  severity  to  our  own  race,  then  construed  as  righteous, 
has  long  ceased  to  be  tolerated  by  our  laws  and  customs. 

A  means  of  retarding  the  extermination  of  the  aborigines, 
was  the  labors  of  John  Eliot  and  others,  commenced  in  1646, 
to  bring  them  under  the  salutary  restraints  of  the  gospel.  He 
was  encouraged  in  his  benevolent  purpose  by  an  order  of  General 
Court  the  same  year.  They  desired  the  cleigy,  at  the  election, 
to  appoint  annually  two  of  their  number  as  teachers  of  the  In* 
dians.  The  year  after,  they  allowed  Mr.  Eliot  some  compen- 
sation for  such  service.  As  well  known,  the  leading  emigrants 
to  our  coasts  had  ranked  this  work,  recorded  in  their  charter, 
and  expressed  in  their  correspondence,  among  their  most  promi- 
nent objects.  But  it  failed  to  be  effectually  prosecuted  until 
Mr.  Eliot  and  his  coadjutors  entered  on  its  performance.  To 
advance  sueh  philanthrophy,  the  General  Court,  May  26,  1647, 
made  provision  for  courts  of  judicature,  to  be  established  among 
the  Indiana,  who  desired  a  privilege  of  this  kind.  So  novel  a 
measure  in  theb  behalf  had  particular  respect  to  those  of  No- 
nantum.  In  September  of  the  same  year,  Eliot  related,  that, 
as  an  improvement  of  like  efficiency,  schools  for  children  were 
introduced  among  those  who  waited  on  his  ministry.  The 
succeeding  Navember,  Thomas  Maybe w,  jr.  wrote  from  the 
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Vineyard,  thai  a  similar  encouragement  to  lessen  the  progress 
of  dissolution  among  the  aborigines,  which  began  the  year  be- 
fore, was  evident  there  in  the  inclination  which  some  of  them 
manifested  for  attendance  on  Christian  worship.  Eliot  wrote, 
in  1648,  that  he  purposed  to  visit  Patucket  the  next  spring, 
whither  he  had  gone  the  two  last  years  at  the  same  season,  for 
preaching  the  gospel  to  the  Indians.  He  stated,  that  a  large 
collection  of  them  assembled  there  every  spring,  for  purposes  of 
traffic.  He  mentioned  an  interview  which  he  had  with  old 
Passaconaway,  a  great  sagamore  in  that  quarter.  For  compass- 
ing the  object  of  evangelizing  the  aborigines  of  this  and  adjacent 
colonies,  a  society  was  incorporated  in  England,  1649.  They 
became  a  strong  staff,  on  which  Mr.  Eliot  and  others  alike  dis- 
posed, were  able  to  make  hopeful  advances* 

That  we  may  judge  of  the  number  of  one  among  our  most 
interesting  tribes,  in  1661,  we  notice  the  information  of  John-^ 
son.  He  tells  us  that  the  Massachusetts  tribe  then  had  less 
than  300  men,  or  under  1,200  souls. 

The  same  year  Mr.  Eliot  wrote  as  follows.  <<  There  is  a 
great  countrey  lying  between  Conectacott  and  the  Massachu- 
sets,  called  Nipnet,  where  there  be  many  Indians  dispersed, 
many  of  which  have  sent  to  our  Indians,  desiring  that  some 
may  be  sent  unto  them  to  teach  them  to  pray  unto  God."  He 
further  remarked,  "  these  things  being  so,  the  work  which  we 
now  have  in  hand  will  be  a  patterne  and  copie  before  them,  to 
imitate  in  all  the  countrey,  both  in  civilizing  them  in  their  or- 
der, government,  law,  and  in  their  church  proceedings  and  ad- 
ministrations." Though  the  preceding  account  states  that  the 
Pokanokets  were  nearly  extinct,  yet  when  Philip,  their  king, 
fled  in  1675,  he  was  accompanied  by  500  small  and  great. 

At  this  date,  William  Leverich,  minister  at  Sandwich,  wrote 
an  account  of  the  power  which  the  gospel  had  over  the  In- 
dians around  him. 

Perceiving  that  the  Indians  in  different  quarters  were  desi- 
rous to  form  themselves  into  townships,  like  that  of  Natick,  the 
Legislature,  in  1652,  secured  to  them  the  privilege,  the  same  as 
it  had  been  to  the  English  communities.  The  same  body  con- 
firmed to  them  the  lands  which  remained  and  were  legally  pro- 
tected for  them.     Thus  was  an  impetus  providentially  given  to 
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missionary  enterprise,  which  advanced  so  as  to  bring  many  of 
the  red  meii  under  its  improving  and  preserving  influences. 

The  journal  of  Zaccheus  Macy,  in  the  Massachusetts  Histo* 
rical  Society's  Collections,  informs  us,  that  in  1659,  ''  there 
were  near  three  thousand  Indians  on  Nantucket." 

In  1660  Hutchinson  states,  on  the  authority  of  Goffe's  Jour- 
nal, that  there  were  ten  towns  of  praying  Indians.  These  ap* 
pear,  from  their  number,  to  have  been  of  the  Vineyard,  Ply- 
month  Colony,  and  our  Commonwealth  as  then  bounded. 

Among  the  replies  of  General  Court,  1665,  to  the  interrogato- 
ries of  the  commissioners  from  Charles  II.,  were  the  succeeding 
items.  "  Concerning  the  civilizing  and  instructing  the  Indians 
in  the  knowledge  of  God  and  human  learning,  there  is  a  small 
college,  or  fabrick  of  brick,  erected  in  Cambridge,  peculiarly 
appropriated  to  the  Indians,  which  was  built  on  account  and 
by  order  of  the  corporation.  There  are  8  Indian  youths,  (one 
whereof  is  in  the  college,  and  ready  to  commence  bachellor  of 
arts,)  besides  another  in  the  like  capacity,  a  few  months  since, 
with  several  English,  murdered  by  the  Indians  at  Nantucket, 
and  at  other  schools,  some  ready  to  come  into  the  college,  all 
which  are  maintained  on  the  stock's  account  and  charge. 
There  are  six  towns  of  Indians  within  this  Jurisdiction,  who 
profess  the  Christian  religion,  who  have  lands  and  townships 
set  forth  and  appropriated  to  them,  by  this  Court.  There  are 
also  persons  appointed  to  govern  and  instruct  them  in  civility 
and  religion,  and  to  decide  controversies  amongst  them.  The 
Sabbath  is  constantly  kept  by  them,  and  they  all  attend  to  the 
public  worship  of  God.  They  have  schools  to  teach  their  chil- 
dren to  read  and  write,  in  several  of  their  towns,  and  many  of 
their  youth  and  some  older  persons  can  read  and  write."  It 
will  be  perceived  that  the  towns  last  referred  to  are  less  than  in 
1660.  The  difference  must  have  resulted  from  not  reckoning 
the  towns  of  Plymouth  Colony,  and  of  the  Vineyard,  which, 
with  Nantucket,  came  under  the  authority  of  New  York,  1664. 

As  a  means  of  diminishing  the  Indians  and  forming  some 
idea  of  their  number,  though  not  distinctly,  we  may  instance 
an  expedition  of  1669.  It  was  undertaken  by  those  of  New 
England  against  the  Mohawks.  They  mustered  700  warriors, 
most  of  whom  belonged  to  our  colony.     Only  five  of  the  pray- 
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ing  communities  joined  them.  After  besieging  a  fortress  of 
their  enemy  seyeral  days,  they  expended  their  ammunition  and 
provisions.  Thus  destitute,  they  were  forced  to  retreat.  But  in- 
tercepted by  the  Mohawks,  they  lost  their  commander,  Chicka* 
talbot,  sachem  of  the  Massachusetts,  and  50  of  their  chiefs. 

1671.  There  were  from  40  to  60  Indians  in  and  about 
Dartmouth. 

In  1673  there  were  6  churches  of  Indians ;  1  at  Natick,  1  at 
Hassanemeset,  1  at  Marshpee,  2  at  Martha's  Vineyard,  and  1  at 
Nantucket. 

1674.  Daniel  Gookin,  the  worthy  overseer  of  Indians  with- 
in our  Commonwealth,  gave  an  account  of  them.  After  enu- 
merating the  Pequods  at  300  men,  and  Narragansets  at  1,000 
men,  he  presented  the  enduing  details. 

The  Pokanokets,  nearly  extinct 
"     Massachusetts^  300  men,  or  1,200  people. 
"     Pawiuckets,      260    "     "  1,000      " 

There  were  seven  towns  of  old  praying  Indians,  who  be- 
longed to  these  three  tribes.     They  were  as  follow. 

29  families,  or  145  souls. 


Natick, 

Pakemit,  or  Pankepaog,  Stoughton, 

Hassan  amesit,  Grailon, 

Okommakamesit,  Marlborough,     10 

Wanoesit,  Tewksbury,       15 

Nashobah,  Littleton, 

Magunkaqoog,  Ilopkinton, 


12 
12 


10 
11 


99 


about  60  '< 
"  60 
"  60 
•*  75 
"  50 
«•  5S 

495 


a 


tt 


t( 


ti 
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To  the  preceding  enumeration  of  the  three  nations,  we  may 
add  the  Nipmugs  at  not  less  than  2,400  at  this  time.  Among 
these  were  <<  the  new  praying  Indians,"  in  the  following  towns. 

Manchage,  Oxford,  12  families,  about  60  souls. 

Cbabanakongkomum,  Dudley,  9  "  <*     45  *' 

Maanexit,    N.  E.  part  of  Woodstock,  20  "  "100  ** 

auantisset,  S.  E.       "            *•  20  "  "  100  " 

Wabquiaset,  S.  W.     "            *'  30  "  "  150  '• 

Pakachoog,               "  Worcester,  20  "  "100 

Waeuntug,                "  Uxbridge,  •*    50 


(C 
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Though  among  our  own  inhabitants  about  5^  might  be  allow- 
ed to  a  family,  yet  Mr.  Gookin  was  probably  correct  in  computing 
the  Indian  families  in  the  ratio  of  5  for  1.  The  total  of  those 
"  yielding  obedience  to  the  gospel,"  in  the  foregoing  places, 
were  1,100. 

Of  such  natives  in  Plymouth  colony,  1674,  Richard  Bourne 
forwarded  the  subsequent  statement  to  Mr.  Gookin. 

First,  there  is  at  Meeshawn,  or  near  tbe  head  of  the  Cape,  and  at 
PuQonakanit,  or  Billingsgate/  that  are  praying  Indians,  that  do  fre-* 
quently  meet  together  upon  the  Lord's  day,  to  worship  Gk>d,  and  like- 
wise the  rest,  as  followeth,  viz. 

Men  and  Women,  ^M  72 

Toung  Men  and  Maids,        21  f 
Of  these  72,  there  are  that  can  read  Indian,        25 
And  that  can  write,  there  are  16 

Potanumaquut,*  Nawsett,'  or  Eastham,  there  are  praying  Indians, 

Men  and  Women,  24  )  ^^ 

Young  Men  and  Maids,         20  ) 
or  these  44,  there  are  that  can  read,  7 

That  can  write,  there  are  but  2 

Manamoyik,*  there  are  praying  Indians, 

Men  and  Women,  42  >  ^| 

Young  Men  and  Maids,        29  )  ' 
Of  these  71  there  are  that  can  read,  20 

That  can  write,  15 

That  can  read  English,  1 

Sawkattukett,'  Nobsquassit,*  Matakees^  and  Weequakut,*  pray ing  In- 
dians, 

Men  and  Women,  55  )  .^ 

Young  Men  and  Maids,        07  ) 
or  these  122,  there  are  that  can  read,  83 

That  can  write,  there  are  15 

That  can  read  English,  4 

Tbe  followiag  Dotet ,  9S  well  as  Messrs.  Bouiae  and  Cotlon's  staienents,  are  taken  from 
the  fliass.  Hist.  GoU.  1  v.  1  s.  1S06. 
>  Now  WeUOeet 

*  8.  E.  part  of  Eastham. 
'  North  part  of  Kastham. 
4  Chatham. 

•W.  part  of  Harwich. 

*  N.  E.  part  of  Yarmoath. 

'  Between  Barnstable  and  Yarmouth  haibors,  and  chiefly  in  the  N.W.  part  of  Yanaoisih. 
••  a.  W.  pan  of  the  E.  precinct  in  Barnstable, 
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Satuit/  Pawpoesit,  Coatuit/  Marshpee,  Wakoqaet,  there  are  praying 
Indians, 

Men  and  Women,  70  >  q- 

Young  Men  and  Maids,         25  ) 

or  these  95,  there  are  that  can  read,  24 

That  can  write,  10 

That  can  read  English,  2 

Codtanmut,'  Ashimuit,^  Weesquobs,'  there  are  praying  Indians, 

Men  and  Women,  12  >  qo 

Young  Men  and  Maids,         lU  j 

or  these  22,  there  are  liiat  can  read,  13 

That  can  write,  7 

That  can  read  English,  2 

Pispogutt,  Wawayontat,'  Sokones,^  there  are  praying  Indians, 

Men  and  Women,  ^  ^  36 

Young  Men  and  Maids,         10  ) 
Of  these  36,  that  can  read,  20 

That  can  write,  7 

Cotuhtikut,'  Assoowamsoo,*  there  are  praying  Indians,  one  with 
another,  35. 

The  persons  so  designated  by  Mr.  Bourne  anoiounted  to  497. 
If  to  these  we  add  199,  about  the  proportion  of  those  less  than 
16  years,  he  had  under  his  supervision  not  far  from  696  of  all 
ages. 

Rev.  John  Cotton,  of  Plymouth,  sent,  the  same  year,  a  short 
account  of  the  Indians  who  attended  his  instructions,  to  Mr. 
Gookin.  He  observed  that  he  had  preached  to  about  40  of  both 
sexes,  at  Katamet,  a  part  of  Sandwich.  He  said  that  when  the 
courts  were  at  the  town  of  his  residence,  "  there  are  usually 
great  multitudes  of  Indians  from  all  parts  of  the  colony,  at  those 
seasons  I  preach  to  them."  He  had  performed  similar  labors  at 
the  Vineyard. 

A  like  communication  was  then  made  by  Thomas  Mayhew, 
relative  to  Indians  of  Martha's  Vineyard  and  Nantucket.  The 
first  church  of  them  was  gathered  at  the  former  island  15  years 


>  Satuit,  Pawpoesit,  and  Wakoquet,  are  all  within  or  near  the  limits  of  Marshpee. 

s  S.  W.  part  of  Barnstable. 

)  Supposed  to  be  Canaumut  Neck,  in  Marshpee. 

4  On  tlie  W.  line  of  Marshpee. 

*  Between  Pokesset  meeting-house  and  Wenaumat  Neck,  in  Sandwich. 

*  Warebam. 

7  Part  of  Falmouth. 

«  and  '  parts  of  Middleborough. 
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before,  which  had  increased  so  as  to  form  three,  two  of  them 
being  there,  and  another  on  Chappaquiddick.  There  were  240 
families  on  the  Vineyard,  and  60  at  Chappaquiddick,  generally 
favorable  to  the  gospel.  These  families  would  number  nearly 
1,500.  About  as  many  then  lived  on  Nantucket.  A  large  part 
of  them  attended  on  Christian  instruction. 

While  the  prospect  of  spiritual  good  gathered  increasing 
brightness,  it  was  suddenly  overcast  by  the  war  of  Philip. 
1675,  July  30,  he  and  '<  all  his  company,"  being  500  men,  wo« 
men  and  children,  fled.  Through  his  influence  most  of  the 
Nipmugs,  who  had  appeared  to  be  in  favor  of  Christian  instruc- 
tion, fell  off  to  the  enemy.  This  brought  all  the  rest  of  similar 
profession  under  strong  suspicion.  To  allay  the  popular  excite- 
ment on  this  account,  the  Council  ordered  them,  August  30,  to 
reside  at  Natick,  Punkapoag,  Nashobah,  Wamesit  and  Hassana^ 
mesit ;  and  not  to  go  more  than  one  mile  from  the  centre  of 
their  residences.  A  month  afterwards,  those  Qt  Natick,  being 
200,  were  shipped  at  night  for  Deer  Island.  In  two  months 
subsequent  to  this,  there  were  500  of  the  friendly  Indians  on 
the  same  place.  Several  weeks  following,  there  were  400  on 
Long  Island.  As  there  were  not  so  many  in  the  whole  of  them 
as  the  sum  of  these  two  numbers,  there  must  have  been  a  trans- 
fer from  the  former  to  the  latter  location.  Thus  confined  in  the 
harbor  of  Boston,  they  suffered  much  for  want  of  food.  They 
were  so  restricted  by  our  colonial  authorities,  not  only  to  keep 
them  from  the  arts  of  the  enemy,  but  also  from  being  slain  by 
them,  and  maltreated  by  the  disorderly  portion  of  the  English. 
Some  of  them  were  allowed  to  unite  with  our  forces,  and  they 
{N*oved  themselves  worthy  of  confidence.  When  May  came, 
those  on  the  Islands  were  permitted  to  reside  in  Cambridge.  In 
the  Fall,  after  Philip  was  slain,  they  dispersed  to  their  several 
settlements.  Part  of  the  Indians  of  Plymouth  colony  were  put 
on  Clark's  Island,  and  returned  to  their  homes  when  hostilities 
subsided  in  that  qparter. 

A  few  days  before  the  death  of  Philip,  being  in  August,  130  of 
his  men  were  kilted  near  Mount  Hope,  whither  he  had  escaped 
from  the  Mohawks,  who  refused  him  protection.  The  next 
month,  400  of  his  adherents  were  surprised  at  Cocheco.  Half  of 
this  body  were  condemned  as  insurgents.    Several  of  them  were 
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hung  and  the  rest  exported  for  slaves.  These  incidents,  con* 
nected  with  their  circumstances,  indicated,  that  the  resolution 
of  the  Indians,  far  and  near,  to  extirpate  the  English  from  all 
their  settlements,  though  followed  by  temporary  and  desolating 
effects,  would  be  unavailing. 

The  war,  so  nearly  closed,  was  destructive  to  many  of  our 
inhabitants,  and  almost  exterminated  the  hostile  Indians  within 
our  bounds  and  the  Narragansets  of  Rhode  Island.  Of  about 
8,000  Indians,  inclusive  of  the  Nipmugs  and  those  beyond 
Connecticut  river,  who  either  continued  averse  to  Christianity 
or  were  favorable  to  it,  within  the  limits  of  Massachusetts^ 
when  the  war  began,  not  more  than  600  remained  when  it  was 
terminated.  It  was  computed  that  above  3,000  of  them  were 
slain.  Death  and  flight  were  the  occasion  of  so  great  and 
speedy  a  diminution.  SOch  of  them  as  professed  the  gospel 
composed  nearly  all  who  still  lingered  on  their  native  soil.  Nor 
was  the  conflict  without  a  lessening  effect  on  the  Indians  of 
Plymouth  and  Maine.  Those,  in  the  last  section  of  our  Com*- 
monwealth,  are  supposed  to  have  numbered  more  than  12,000 
prior  to  so  ruinous  a  warfare.  In  November  of  1676,  our  Colo- 
nial authorities  made  peace  with  the  Penobscot  sachems,  who 
had  taken  part  with  Philip.  This  was  the  first  covenant  of  the 
kind,  which  Massachusetts  entered  into  with  the  Eastern  In* 
dians,  all  of  whom  did  not  cease  their  aggressions  till  the  Spring 
of  1678. 

Of  the  praying  Indians  who  lived  through  the  storm  of  the 
late  insurrection,  Mr.  Gookin  gave  the  succeeding  account  on 
the  10th  of  the  month  and  year,  last  mentioned.  Of  Pun- 
kapoag  there  were  175;  of  Natick  212;  of  Nashobah  60; 
of  Patucket  60 ;  about  Ipswich  25 ;  at  Watertown  and  Cam* 
bridge  40  and  a  few  of  the  Nipmugs,  who  came  to  those  of 
Natick.  He  stated  that  the  total  of  them  were  117  men  and 
450  women  and  children  who  worshipped  at  six  places,  namely, 
at  Meadfield,  Andrew  Dewin's,  Lower  Fall^  Nonantum,  Con- 
cord and  Dunstable. 

Among  the  abuses  of  public  excitement  against  the  Indians 
in  their  downfall  as  well  as  during  the  war,  we  have  the  en- 
suing fact.  Without  authority  from  our  Government,  Capt. 
John  Haughton  received  Indian  prisoners,  men,  women  and 
childreni  on  board  of  his  vessel,  carried  them  to  Fayal  and  there 
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sold  them.  He  was  tried  for  manstealing,  and  was  cleared  of 
this  chaise,  March  6,  1677,  but  ordered  to  pay  i&20  and  costs 
of  coart  for  taking  such  prisoners  on  board  of  his  vessel.  The 
commission  for  sending  part  of  the  Indian  captives^  as  already 
stated,  taken  by  our  forces,  to  the  West  Indies  and  there  selling 
them,  was  signed  by  the  chief  magistrate.  A  similar  act  was 
done  by  the  Governor  of  Plymouth  as  to  some  of  their  prisoners, 
among  whom  was  Philip's  son. 

In  1677,  Wanalanset,  the  son  of  Pasaconaway  and  chief  of 
the  Patuckets,  was  visited  by  relatives  and  acquaintance  from 
Quebec.  They,  as  classed  among  the  late  insurgents,  had  gone 
thither  for  safety.  Though  he  had  refused  to  take  up  arms 
against  our  fathers  and  was  friendly  to  the  missionary  efforts  of 
Mr.  Eliot,  yet  his  visitors  persuaded  him  to  go  with  them  and 
dwell  in  their  newly  adopted  home.  Then  he  had  only  fifty 
subjects  left.  Of  these,  all  but  two  men  with  their  families 
and  a  widow,  accompanied  him  in  such  a  removal.  Thus  one 
of  the  most  powerful  tribes  of  the  aborigines  in  New  England, 
were  dwindled  away,  and  the  most  of  the  few  who  survived 
departed  to  abide  in  a  strange  land.  Those  who  were  held  fast 
by  the  ties  of  country,  have  long  ago  disappeared  in  themselves 
and  their  descendants. 

A  communication  of  Governor  Hinckley  contains  the  suc- 
ceeding items.  In  1684,  the  Indian  places  for  worship  in  Ply- 
mouth Colony,  were  ten,  the  same  number  at  Martha's  Vineyard 
and  five  on  Nantucket.  Mr.  Eliot  stated,  that  the  pthjing  In- 
dians of  Massachusetts  Colony  were  reduced  to  four  towns. 

Praying  Indians  in  Plymovih  Colony  in  1685. 

At  Pawmet,  Billlngigate  and  East-  [Saltwater  Pond,      ....      90 

bam  or  Nauset,  .  .    264  Namasket  and  Tlticut,    ...      70 


Manamoyet, 

Sakatucket  and  Nobaciuaet, 

Matakeeaee, 

Scarnton  or  Scanton, 

Marshpee, 

Sttckaneaiet, 

Monamety 


ItSNamatakeesety        .        .        •        .      40 

12i;Moxi96et, 85 

70,Cooxlt, 120 

61  Seconet,         .        .        ,        .        .      90 

141  

72  1,4S9 

100 


There  were  beside  boys  and  girls  under  12  years  old,  who 
are  supposed  to  have  been  nearly  one  third  of  this  number, 
making  in  all  about  1,919. 

In  1693,  at  Eastham  and  places  in  its  vicinity,  there  were  606 
adults.    At  Marshpee  there  were  894  adults,  besides  strangers. 
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Matthew  Mayhew,  in  1694,  estimated  the  Christian  Indianir 
at  the  Vineyard  and  adjacent  islands,  at  3,000.  Nantucket  num- 
bered 500  Christian  adults,  three  churches  and  five  assemblies. 

With  regard  to  taxes  of  our  Province  on  Indian  servants  or 
slaves,  we  have  the  following  items.  Eiach  of  them,  1694,  was 
taxed  12d ;  from  1700  to  1719,  as  personal  estate ;  1727,  each 
male  £15  and  female  £  10. 


INDIANS  IN  MASSACHUSETTS,  16»8. 

Rev.  Grindall  Rawson  of  Mendon  and  Rev.  Samuel  Danforth 
of  Taunton  visited  the  several  plantations  of  Indians  in  Massa- 
chusetts  from  May  30  to  June  24  of  the  above  year.  As  the 
result  of  their  inquiries,  they  gave  the  subsequent  statement  of 
population,  except  in  cases  wherein  Dr.  Stiles  calculated  it  from 
the  number  of  families,  and  placed  the  word  perhaps  before 
the  number.  Such  an  agency  was  undertaken  in  accordance 
with  instructions  from  the  Commissioners  for  propagating  the 
gospel  among  the  Indians  of  New  England.  The  following 
account  is  taken  from  Dr.  Holmes's  Annals,  vol.  2,  p.  552. 


so 

60 

120 

84 


Saeonet,  perhaps^ 
Cokesitt/ 1 1  fiiniilies,  perhaps 
Nukkebkummes,'  20  tamilies, 
Acushnet,  14  families,  perhaps 
NaushoD,  0  families,  ^ 

Nashawaiah/  7  do.  >  perhaps  120 

Cuttehunque,^  some  Ind's,  ) 
Martha's  Vhuyard, 
Nashanekammuck,  64  communicantB,  281 
Onkonkmeme,         ....      72 
Seconckqut,  ....      86 

Gayhead, 260 

Sahnchecontackquet,  25  families,    .    186 
Nunnepoag,  ....      84 

Chaubaqueduck,     ....     138 
At  Nantucket  6  congregations,  2 
churches,  40  members,  8  schools, 
600  adults,  perhaps     .  .1,000 


Sandwich,  2  congregations,  .    848 

Mashpah,*  1  congregation,  57  fami- 
lies, 263  persons  above  10  years 
of  age,  perhaps  .        .    430 

Ponanummakut,  22  families.  East- 
ham,  Harwicli,  East  Harbor,  Bil- 
lingate,*  Mooimoy,^  and  Sahqua- 
tucket,^  perhaps  .  .    600 

Kitteaummut  or  Moniment  Ponds^ 
10  families ;  Duxbury  Sawmills,  4 ; 
Mattakesit,  4 ;  perhaps  .    100 

Kehtehticut,  40  adults,  perhaps  .  SO 
Assawampsit  and  Quittacus,  20  houses,  80 
Natick,*  59  men,  51  women  and  70 

children  under  16  years,  perhaps     180 
Hassinamisco,  5  families,  perhaps         80 
The  total  number  of  souls  according  .■ 
to  this  estimate  is  4,168 


> '  Perhaps,'  denotes  Dr.  Stiles'g  conjectare  j 
documents  authorize  the  rest  Sacodei  liad  an 
Indian  teacher  who  had  **  ordinarily  40  audi- 
tors, many  times  more  J "  of  those,  above  20 
were  men. 

*  Cokesit  wag  "  in  Little  Compton." 

*  Dartmouth.  Here  was  a  church  with  40 
eommunicants,  pertly  from  Assameekq,  Coke- 
sit,  Aeushnet  and  Ashawampsit. 

*  Sloctuu's  Island. 


*  "  Formerly  called  Saodfbrd's  Island/' 
>  At  East  Harbor  and  Billingate  "about  SO 
houses,  ID  some  of  which  2  families." 
7  **  At  Honimoq  14  houses/' 
a  **  At  Sah<]aauicket  14  families." 
0  "  At  Natick  we  find  a  small  church  of  sev- 
en men  and  three  womea :  their  pastor  Daniel 
Tohkokwompait  ordained  by  the  reverend  and 
holy  man  of  God  John  Eliot  deceased.'' 


•  The  computation  for  Mashpah,  or  Marshpee,  is  too  high.  Less  than  a  third  of  263  sliould 
be  added  to  this  sum  for  children  under  10  years  of  age,  say  about  71 ;  making  the  total  834, 
instead  of  430.  The  families  are  calculated  at  6  for  each  one,  by  President  Stiles.  Mr. 
Gookin  calculated  them  at  5  for  a  family. 
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After  years  of  warfare  and  of  much  damage  to  our  border 
towns,  the  Eeistern  Indians  make  another  treaty  of  peace,  1699, 
with  our  Provincial  authorities.  Among  the  influences,  which 
induced  them  to  be  at  variance  with  the  English,  was  their 
attachment  to  the  Catholic  religion  and  the  French  of  Canada. 
But  every  war,  thus  waged,  was  an  additional  cause  of  their 
being  wasted  away. 

An  act  was  passed  by  our  Legislature  in  1712,  against  the 
importation  of  Indian  slaves.  This  probably  had  reference  to 
the  Tuscaroras  captured  in  South  Carolina.  Governor  Dudley 
wrote  to  other  governors,  1715,  about  preventing  the  sale  of 
Indians  from  that  Province  h^re  at  the  North. 

In  1720,  there  were  six  villages  of  Indians  at  Martha's  Tine* 
yard,  numbering  800,  and  supplied  with  six  Indian  preachers. 
There  was  a  small  assembly  of  them  on  Winthrop's  Island,  an*- 
other  of  14  or  16  families  at  Tucker's  Island  and  Nashaun,  a 
few  at  Noman's  Land,  and  a  small  congregation  of  Baptists  at 
Gayhead. 

In  1724,  the  Norridgewocks,  being  at  war  with  the  English, 
lost  a  considerable  portion  of  their  people  by  our  forces,  who 
took  their  settlement,  and  at  the  same  time  slew  Ralle,  their 
priest. 

Lieut  Gov.  Dummer,  in  his  speech^of  1726,  remarked  that 
the  Penobscot  tribe,  and  the  Indians  of  Kennebec,  had  general- 
ly moved  to  St.  Francis,  and  other  parts  of  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence. The  Indians  of  Maine  were  reckoned  at  505,  making  a 
great  loss  since  Baron  Castine  was  suspected  to  have  instigated 
them  to  combine  with  the  forces  of  Philip.  This  estimation 
could  have  applied,  in  that  District,  no  further  eastward  than 
Penobscot.  .  It  seems  too  low.  Such  a  reduction  is  accounted 
for  in  the  continual  hostilities  which  they  had  with  our  pro- 
vince, as  well  as  in  the  removal  just  mentioned. 

In  1731,  the  Grafton  Indians  were  much  decreased,  and  their 
lands  had  been  mostly  sold  to  whites. 

Prior  to  1734,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  the  Indians  on  our 
eastern  and  western  frontiers  from  Catholic  and  French  influence, 
Messrs.  Parker,  Hinsdel  and  Secomb,  were  sent  thither  by  our  go- 
vernment,  as  missionaries.  But  as  they  could  only  have  access  to 
such  Indians  when  they  came  for  trade  at  the  English  truck- 
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houses^  in  connection  with  the  prejudices  of  these  natives,  they 
soon  relinquished  their  labors. 

After  the  lapse  of  a  long  period,  our  attention  is  called  to  a 
quarter  where  another  people  of  the  aborigines  came  under  the 
teachings  of  Christianity.  They  were  a  part  of  the  River  In* 
dians,  so  named,  being  a  numerous  tribe  who  occupied  the  soil 
of  their  fathers  in  New  York  and  our  own  province.  They 
were  particularly  known  as  the  Muhhekaneew  Indians.  When 
the  Rev.  John  Sargeant  preached  to  some  of  them  as  a  mission- 
ary, 1734,  his  hearers  resided  at  Sheffield,  and  numbered  short 
of  50  souls.  These  subsequently  moved  to  Stockbridge,  and 
were  called  the  Stockbridge  Indians.  In  1736,  they  numbered 
90  ;  1747,  60  families,  or  about  200  souls ;  and  1749,  63  fami- 
lies, or  218.  At  the  last  date,  they  had  a  church  of  42  com- 
municants, when  Mr.  Sargent  died. 

As  royal  Commissioners  decided,  1741,  that  Little  Comptcm, 
where  the  Saconet  tribe  had  their  chief  residence,  should  cotne 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  Rhode  Island,  we  here  give  them  a 
final  notice*  Like  the  rest  of  the  adjacent  aborigines,  they  had 
consumed  away.  In  1700,  they  had  a  meeting-house,  and  at- 
tended Congregational  worship.  A  fever^  about  1753,  swept 
the  most  of  them  off.  They  numbered  25  in  1774,  mostly  fe- 
males and  children.  In  1803  they  were  reduced  to  10.  Thus 
the  once  flourishing  tribe,  governed  by  a  squaw  sachem,  had 
become  nearly  extinct. 

With  regard  to  the  Abenaques  of  Maine,  it  may  be  well  to 
present  the  following  facts. 

About  1738,  a  part  of  the  Wawenocks,  whose  principal  loca- 
tion was  on  the  westwardly  side  of  Sheepscot  river,  were  induced 
by  the  French  to  take  up  their  abode  in  Canada.  In  1747  but  a 
few  faniilies  remained,  who  several  years  afterwards  joined  their 
brethren,  and  thus  quitted  the  home  of  their  ancestors.  When 
visited  by  Capt.  John  Smith,  in  the  days  of  their  strength,  he 
described  them  as  active  and  brave. 

Some  of  the  Sokokis  assisted  the  English,  1744,  in  the  siege 
of  Louisbourg.  After  this  they  had  only  17  warriors.  They 
became  extinct  before  the  capture  of  Quebec,  either  by  the 
wasting  process  among  all  the  aborigines,  or  their  selecting  an- 
other settlement  with  the   Wawenocks  among  the   French. 
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Thus  the  soil  of  their  ancestors,  along  the  Saco  river,  was  di- 
vested of  its  original  owners,  to  make  room  for  strangers. 

The  Anasagunticooks  had  160  warriors,  1744.  At  the  com^ 
mencement  of  our  revolution,  40  of  them  were  about  the  An- 
droscoggin, where  their  fathers  resided.  They  disappeared  as 
the  Sokokis  did.  Relative  to  the  former  and  latter  of  these 
tribes,  Charlevoix  observes,  '^  The  Indians  of  the  St.  Francois, 
uniting  the  Anasagunticooks  and  Wawenocks,  were  a  colony  of 
the  Abenaques,  removed  from  the  eastern  parts  of  N.  E.  in  Maine." 

The  Ganibas,  or  Norridgewocks,  like  the  rest  of  the  abori* 
gines,  had  continually  diminished.  Their  territory  was  about 
the  Kennebec  river.  When  this  was  discovered,  Hubbard  says 
that  there  <<  were  great  numbers  of  them."  The  defeat  which 
they  suffered  in  1724  was  a  severe  blow  to  them,  in  1764  they 
had  30  warriors,  and  in  1796  but  six  or  seven  families. 

The  two  last  and  first  of  these  tribes,  with  the  Penobscots, 
bcul  delegates  for  making  a  treaty  with  Massachusetts  in  1749« 
The  most  of  the  Norridgewocks,  with  the  Anasagunticooks  and 
Wawenocks,  receded  from  this  treaty,  when  confirmed  in  1753, 
and  thus  another  inducement  was  presented  for  numbers  of 
them  to  reside  in  Canada. 

With  regard  to  the  Etechemins,  of  Maine,  excepting  the  Pe- 
nobscots or  Tarrentines,  little  was  known  of  them,  comparative- 
ly, by  Massachusetts  people,  before  1760.  They  consist  of  the 
Tarrentines,  the  Openangos  on  Passamaquoddy  river,  and  the 
Marechites  on  the  river  St.  John.  These  tribes  appear  to  have 
suffered  much  less  in  the  great  plague,  and  in  the  subsequent 
wars,  thsm  those  of  the  Abenaques.  The  fighting  men  of  these 
three  tribes,  for  1756,  have  been  computed  at  1,600. 

Censits  of  Indians  in  1765. 


Middlesex  Countf. 

Pembroke, 

.      S8 

Natiek,    « 

• 

37 

KiogstoQ, 
H  anover, 

Plymouth  County. 

Abington^ 

Plymouth, 

48 

Halifax,    . 

I 

Scituate,  « 

13 

Warebam, 

.      16-. — 

Dasbary, 

6 

Whole  No.  in 

14  towns,        223 

Marshfield, 

5 

Bridgewater,     . 

23 

Barktstablb  C 

OUNTT. 

Middleboro',     . 

26 

Barnstable, 

« 

.      13 

Rochester, 

37 

Yarmouth, 

« 

31 

Pljnpton^ 

.      20 

Sandwich, 

« 

.      73 
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Eastham, 

4 

Harwich, 

91 

Chatham, 

Truro, 

Falmouth, 

[      62 

Weilfleet, 

11 

Marshpee,         .         .     230 

Whole  No.  in  10  towns,        515 

Bristol  County. 

Taunton,                   .        9 

Rehoboih, 

6 

Swanzej, 
Dartmouth, 

8 
75 

Norton, 

Attleboro', 

Dighton, 
Freetown, 

3 

59 

Raynham, 

Easton,     ...        5 
Berkley  .         .        g 

Whole  No.  in  11  towns,        167 

Du&ES  County. 
Edgarton,  .        .      86 

Chilmark,  .     188 

Tisbury,  .        .      39 

Whole  No.  in  3  towns,  313 


Nantucket  County, 


93 


Bebkshibb  County. 
Stockbridge,  .        .221 


Total, 


1,569 


It  will  be  seen  that  there  were  no  returns  of  Indians,  in  the 
preceding  census,  from  Maine.  This  was  owing  to  the  fact, 
that  the  tribes  there,  though  within  our  limits,  were  independ- 
ent of  our  jurisdiction.  An  estimate  was  made  of  them,  1764, 
by  Governor  Bernard,  as  follows.  Probably  more  than  30  war- 
riors for  the  Norridgewocks ;  60  for  the  Penobscots,  and  at  least 
30  for  the  Passamaquoddy  tribe.  Williamson  supposes  this  cal- 
culation was  not  high  enough.  He  appears  to  be  correct.  He 
thinks,  that  the  Indians  of  Maine,  including  those  at  St.  John's 
river,  were  not  less  than  1,500  souls.  Major  Treat,  a  trader  at 
the  Eastward,  estimated,  that,  at  this  time,  there  were  700 
Indians  on  Penobscot  river. 

The  tribes  of  Nantucket  appear  in  the  census  to  have  been 
suddenly  reduced.  This  was  owing  to  a  disease,  thought  by 
some  to  have  been  the  yellow  fever,  which,  from  October  16, 
1763,  to  April  16,  1764,  proved  mortal  to  222  of  them.  The 
remnant  struggled  along  for  existence.  In  1792,  there  were  4 
males  and  16  females.  In  1807,  there  were  only  two  men  and 
six  women  left,  and  now  only  one.  This  solitary  relic  of  two 
nations,  on  the  Island  of  Nantucket,  once  numerous,  must  soon 
cease  to  be  their  representative. 

The  Pokanokets  at  Yarmouth,  in  1779,  had  several  wigwams 
at  the  southeast  part  of  that  place.  About  this  date,  they  lost 
eleven  of  their  number,  by  the  small  pox.  Only  five  survived. 
In  1797,  all  that  remained  of  them  was  a  squaw  with  a  negro 
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husband.  Here  is  the  conclusion  of  our  account  respecting  the 
powerful  nation  of  Massasoit  and  Philip. 

Of  the  Indians  at  Bridgewater,  there  were  five  or  six  in 
1792,  and  one  family  of  them  remained  in  1818. 

Of  those  at  Pembroke,  in  the  former  of  these  two  years, 
abont  three ;  at  Middleborough  four  or  five  and  a  few  at  Barn- 
stable survived. 

At  this  date,  33  were  left  of  the  Indians  in  Dartmouth  and 
Freetown. 

Though  no  return  of  Indians  was  made  from  Truro  in  1766, 
yet  the  Rev.  Mr.  Damon  wrote,  in  1792,  that  one  family  was 
there.  In  the  year  last  named,  there  were  about  three  females 
at  Sandwich  and  eight  of  both  sexes  at  Falmouth ;  then  about 
seven  survived  at  Harwich.  This  people  had  rapidly  dimin- 
ished.   As  many  as  120  of  them  attended  a  marriage  in  1722. 

Of  the  Nauset  tribe  at  Eastham,  it  will  be  seen  on  the  cen- 
sus, that  they  were  nearly  extirminated.  Several  years  prior 
to  the  death  of  Rev.  Samuel  Treat,  1717,  sickness  proved 
mortal  to  a  large  portion  of  them.  Of  the  many,  who  once 
dwelt  within  their  borders,  none  remain  to  speak  of  their  ex- 
istence. 

Rev.  Gideon  Hawley,  missionary  to  the  Marshpees  or  South 
Sea  Indians,  estimated  them  in  1785  at  450.  In  1792  there 
were  80  families,  about  400  souls.  Of  these  40  or  60  were 
unmixed.  Of  the  last  class,  Mr.  Hawley,  in  1801,  reckoned 
over  160,  and  387  of  all,  but  another  account  says.  367.  In 
1844,  this  people  numbered,  for  males,  34  under  10  years ;  30 
from  10  to  24 ;  34  from  24  to  36 ;  31  from  36  to  SB ;  17  from 
66  to  100  and,  for  females,  29  under  10  years ;  40  from  10  to 
24 ;  19  from  24  to  36 ;  27  from  36  to  66,  and  26  from  55  to 
100  years.  The  total  of  both  sexes  294  Among  these  were 
ten  negroes. 

Of  the  Herring  Pond  Indians  in  the  Eastern  part  of  Ply- 
mouth, in  1844,  there  were  9  men,  12  women  and  40  children 
under  20  years.  The  two  latter  settlements  now  comprise  the 
aborigines,  who  once  abounded  on  the  soil  of  old  Plymouth 
Colony.  Of  the  well  attended  sanctuaries  here,  which  delayed 
the  extinction  of  tribes,  gone  down  to  the  grave,  but  one  re* 
mains.    This^is  among  the  Marshpees. 
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Hairing  so  considereid  the  Indians  of  that  Colony,  now  mer- 
ged in  Massachusetts,  and  of  Nantucket,  we  pass  to  those  of 
the  Vineyard.  In  1792,  we  have  the  ensuing  statement. 
Seventy-five  at  Chappaquiddick,  one  third  unmixed;  25  at 
Sanchecantaket,  one  fifth  do. ;  40  at  Christiantown,  one  half 
do. ;  26  at  Nashouohkarouck,  three  fourths  do.  and  276  at  Gay 
Head,  one  fourth  do.     Total  441. 

Rev.  Frederick  Baylies,  missionary  to  them,  gave  their  num- 
ber, in  1823,  at  Qay  itead  250,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  island 
176,  total  426. 

In  1844,  there  were  about  200  at  Gay  Head,  65  at  Tisbury, 
about  60  at  Edgartown,  making  in  the  whole  325. 

A  comparison  of  these  two  totals,  shows,  that,  as  a  distinct 
people,  they  are  on  the  course  towards  extinction.  The  gospel, 
which  they  do  not  hear  so  often  as  formerly,  will  retard  such  a 
termination. 

From  the  territory,  once  denominated  Plymouth  Colony,  we 
come  to  that  of  Massachusetts,  as  it  was  in  extent  before  they 
were  united. 

With  regard  to  the  Naticks,  who  appeared  much  decreased 
on  the  census,  a  letter  of  Rev.  Stephen  Badger,  in  1797,  gives 
several  items  of  information.  During  the  war  between  1754 
and  1760,  many  of  them  were  in  military  service.  Some  died 
while  thus  absent  and  others  returned  in  1759  with  a  conta- 
gious sickness.  This  spread  and  carried  off  twenty-three  of 
them.  In  1792,  they  had  one  family  of  five  individuals  and 
Iwo  unmarried  women,  residents  of  Natick,  and  some  others 
living  abroad.  At  the  present  time,  one  girl  lives  in  Natick 
and  several  more  in  other  towns.  The  people,  for  whom  Eliot 
and  other  kindred  spirits  prayed  and  toiled,  have  almost  disaj^* 
peared. 

The  Grafton  Indians  were  not  reported  for  the  census  of 
1766.  Then  they  had  eight  or  ten  families.  In  1606,  they 
amounted  to  about  thirty  children  and  adults.  At  present, 
there  are  three  Indians  of  mixed  blood,  having  negro  wives  and 
children  in  that  town.  Exclusive  of  the  three  wives,  they 
amount  to  seventeen.  Two  more  are  living  abroad.  Besides 
diese,  there  are  a  few  descendants  of  Indians  and  blacks,  who 
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reside  at  Dudley.     Such  are  the  remains  of  the  wide  spread 
and  populous  Nipmugs. 

The  Stockbridge  Indians  from  their  enumeration  in  the  cen- 
8US|  continued  to  enjoy  religious  privileges  at  their  settlement, 
till  incited  by  the  Oneidas  of  New  York,  to  abide  with  them. 
Some  of  them  removed  thither,  1783,  when,  as  one  account 
relates,  they  numbered  420.  More  departed  1786  and  the  rest 
in  1788. 

From  our  Western  Indians,  of  which  little  was  formerly 
known,  because  not  adjacent  to  our  first  voyagers  and  settlers, 
we  turn,  for  a  last  view,  to  those  at  the  Eastward.  Sullivan 
remarked,  in  1795,  that  only  seven  of  the  Norridgewocks  or 
Canibas  lingered  on  the  original  territory  of  their  ancestors. 
He,  also,  estimated  the  Penobscots  at  less  than  300,  and  obser- 
ved, that  they  were  anxious  to  avoid  the  dissolution,  which  had 
betided  so  many  of  the  tribea,  who  had  been  interchangeably 
their  allies  and  their  foes.  The  same  author  said  that,  in  1804, 
there  were  no  Indians  in  Maine  west  of  the  Penobscots,  then 
about  347,  and  130  of  the  Passamaquoddy  tribe.  In  1820,  when 
Maine  separated  from  Massachusetts,  there  were,  according  to 
Williamson,  390  Penobscots,  379  Openangoes  and  466  Ma* 
rechites.  Since,  the  Penobscots  have  made  some  advance  in 
their  numbers.^  How  long  these  tribes  will  be  able  to  conflict 
with  the  causes,  which  have  swept  away  so  many  others  of 
their  race,  is  beyond  the  scrutiny  of  man. 

AFRICANS. 

These  people,  originally  torn  from  their  native  homes  to  sat- 
isfy the  cupidity  of  the  slave-dealer,  have  long  formed  a  fearful 
connection  with  the  social  concerns  of  our  republic.  Had  the 
principles  of  true  liberty,  and  the  influences  of  the  gospel,  had 
their  full  sway  over  the  minds  and  hearts  of  our  nation,  not 
only  would  a  portion  of  its  territory,  but  every  foot  of  its  soil, 
have  been  long  ago  trodden  by  none  but  freemen.  To  trace 
the  introduction  and  continuance  of  such  a  race  into  our  own 
Commonwealth,  is  a  work  of  pain,  while  viewed  as  the  subjects 
of  bondage,  but  of  pleasure  when  freedom  severed  their  chains 
and  endowed  them  with  its  privileges  and  blessings. 

>  Judge  WilHamsoB  staUd,  th»t,  in  18S8,  there  were  40t  Ptenobecotf . 
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The  first  notice  we  have  of  Africans  being  in  our  colony, 
was  in  the  way  of  slave  traffic.  Such  knowledge  is  derived 
from  Winthrop's  Journal.  This  informs  us,  that  in  1637,  Cap- 
tain William  Peirce  was  employed  to  carry  out  Pequod  captives 
and  sell  them  in  one  of  the  West  India  ports.  On  his  return 
from  Tortugas,  February  26, 1638,  he  brought  home  a  cargo  of 
cotton,  tobacco,  salt  and  negroes. 

At  oar  General  Court  of  March,  1639,  Li^ut.  Richard  Da- 
venport was  allowed  for  <<  charge  disbursed  for  the  slaves, 
which,  when  they  have  earned  it,  he  is  to  repay  back  againe." 
This  is  likely  to  have  had  application  to  the  human  beings  im- 
ported as  part  of  the  above  cargo. 

Another  source  of  information  on  this  subject  is  from  Josse- 
lyn.  He  came  to  New  England  1638.  He  stated  that  the 
year  after,  he  was  hospitably  entertained  at  the  house  of  Sam* 
uel  Maverick,  on  Noddle's  Island,  who  had  a  fort  of  four  guns, 
to  defend  him  against  any  hostile  Indians.  While  there,  he 
noticed  a  negro  woman  who  appeared  to  be  in  deep  distres^.  He 
inquired  of  his  host  why  she  was  so  affected.  His  reply  de- 
noted that  she  had  been  subjected  to  the  most  revolting  treat- 
ment from  a  negro  man,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  his 
slaves.  She  had  been  a  queen  in  her  own  country.  She  was 
regarded  with  great  respect  by  another  black  female,  who  sym- 
pathized with  her  in  so  horrible  a  condition.  From  her  inabili- 
ty to  speak  any  thing  but  her  own  language,  she  seems  to  have 
been  recently  impor*d.  The  probability  is,  that  the  three  co- 
lored servants  of  Mr.  Maverick,  mentioned  in  connection  with 
this  tale  of  wrong  and  outrage,  came  among  the  unhappy  num- 
ber in  the  vessel  commanded  by  Captain  Peirce. 

Under  these  circumstances,  most  revolting  to  the  sensibilities 
of  enlightened  humanity,  we  perceive  that  the  bondage  of  Afri- 
cans commenced  in  our  colony  at  an  early  period.  Such  an 
evil  was  the  introduction  and  continuance  of  that  race  in  this 
Commonwealth.  It  is  so  connected  with  the  history  of  their 
population,  that,  for  many  years,  neither  of  these  two  subjects 
can  be  well  separated,  in  order  to  have  a  distinct  view  of  the 
changes  in  their  political  economy. 

From  the  Body  of  Laws  adopted  by  our  General  Court,  in 
1641,  after  years  of  deliberation,  we  have  the  subsequent  ex- 
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tract.  "  There  shall  never  be  any  bond  slaverie,  villinage,  or 
captivitie  amongst  us,  unless  it  be  lawful!  captives  taken  in  just 
warres,  and  such  strangers  as  willingly  selle  themselves  or  are. 
sold  Co  us.  And  these  shall  have  all  the  liberties  and  Christian 
usages  which  the  law  of  God  established  in  Israeli  concerning 
such  persons  doeth  i&orally  require.  This  exempts  none  from 
servitude  who  shall  be  judged  thereto  by  authoritie."  The  last 
clause  of  this  passage  refers  to  a  custom,  which  had  previously 
existed,  in  adjudgiug  persons  of  every  complexion,  who  com- 
mitted offences  of  theft  or  otherwise,  to  be  sold  for  slave?  until 
their  services  had  paid  the  fine  laid  upon  them.  The  exception 
of  the  rest  evidently  allowed  human  bondage  according  to 
Jewish  usages. 

Information  had  been  communicated  to  our  Legislature,  in. 
1645,  that  Mr.  Williams,  at  Piscataqua,  had  a  negro  man,  who 
with  others,  was  brought  from  Guinea  by  Capt.  Smyth.  They 
required  Mr.  Williams  to  surrender  the  slave,  so  that  they  might 
free  and  send  him  back  to  bis  native  country.  This  seems 
to  have  caused  the  passiug  of  a  law,  the  next  year,  as  follows. 
^<  The  Generall  Gourte  conceveing  themselues  bouud  by  the 
first  oportunity  to  bear  witnes  against  y**  haynos  and  crying 
sinn  of  man  stealing,  as  also  to  prescribe  such  timely  redresse 
for  what  is  past,  and  such  a  law  for  y®  future  as  may  sufficient- 
ly deterr  all  others  belonging  to  us  to  have  to  do  in  such  vile 
and  most  odious  courses,  iustly  abhorred  of  all  good  and  iust 
men,  do  order,  y^  y^  negro  interpreter,  with  others  unlawfully 
taken,  be,  by  y*  first  oportunity,  (at  y"  charge  of  y«  country 
for  y*  present,)  sent  to  his  native  country  of  Ginny,  and  a  let- 
ter with  him  of  y®  indignation  of  y*  Court  thereabouts,  and 
iustice  thereof,  desireing  our  honoured  Governor  would  please 
to  put  this  order  into  execution."  This  decisive  step  against 
the  importation  of  Africans  from  their  own  country  to  our  ports, 
must  have  greatly  prevented  such  a  trade,  and  of  course  kept 
down  the  number  of  blacks  among  our  people.  But  while 
going  so  far,  it  did  not  expressly  bar  the  bringing  of  negroes, 
ahready  slaves,  from  the  adjacent  or  more  distant  colonies.  In 
this  manner,  it  is  likely  that  they  were  gradually  increased  in 
our  Commonwealth. 

At  the  same  session,  acommittee  were  appointed  to  <' examine 
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witnesses  and  draw  up  y*  case  about  Capt.  Smyth  and  Mr.  Ee« 
zar  kiling,  stealing  and  wronging  of  y*  negers." 

The  blacks  were  so  enlarged  in  1662  as  to  receive  the  notice 
of  our  legislative  authorities,  concerning  military  duty.  All  of 
their  males  from  16  to  60  years  old,  being  either  inhabitants  or 
servants  to  the  colonists,  with  Indians  of  the  same  age  and  rela- 
tions, were  required  to  be  entered  on  the  lists  and  attend  train* 
ings  as  the  English  did. 

From  instructions  to  Captain  Thomas  Outlaw,  in  the  Bless- 
ing, of  London,  dated  1661,  and  found  among  papers  at  the 
court-house  in  Boston,  this  vessel  appears  to  have  been  ajslaver. 
How  or  for  what  purpose  she  was  here,  we  have  no  data  to  as- 
certain. It  may  be  that  she  was  so  freighted  with  human  be* 
ings  as  to  dispose  of  them  in  our  market,  without  falling  within 
the  proscription  of  the  law,  and  thus  enlarge  the  number  of  our 
black  population. 

Josselyn,  who  returned  to  New  England  in  1663,  remarked, 
as  to  Boston,  "  They  are  well  accommodated  with  servants ;  of 
these  some  are  English  and  other  negroes." 

Edward  Randolph,  in  his  replies  to  inquiries  of  the  King's 
Privy  Council,  1676,  stated  the  following.  "  There  are  no  ser- 
vants but  upon  hired  wages,  except  some  few  who  serve  four 
yeares,  for  the  charge  of  being  transported  thither  by  their  mas- 
ters, and  not  above  two  hundred  slaves  in  the  colony,  and  those 
are  brought  from  Guinea  and  Madagascar."  He  also  mentioned 
that  some  ships  had  recently  sailed  to  those  parts  from  Massa- 
chusetts. This  indicates  that  the  act  of  1646  had  become 
much  impaired  in  its  restrictions.  Still  it  conflicts  with  the 
subsequent  fact. 

In  1678,  our  agents  in  England,  Messrs.  Bulkley  and  Stough- 
ton,  answered  various  questions  proposed  by  a  committee  on 
the  colonies.  One  of  their  answers  with  regard  to  our  Com- 
monwealth, was  ^'  Nor  are  any  blacks  imported."  The  proba- 
bility is,  that,  however  such  a  reply  was  predicated  on  the 
position  that  importations  of  this  sort  were  not  permitted  by 
law,  yet  that  negroes  were  brought  hither  from  other  colonies, 
under  various  pretences.  This  must  have  been  so,  in  order  to 
account  for  their  increase. 

Among  the  repeated  instances  of  manumitting  negroes,  we 
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have  the  following,  of  1687.  Joshua  Veren,  who  had  gone  to 
Barbadoes,  gave  freedom  to  one  of  this  class,  then  at  his  broth-" 
er*s,  Hilliard  Yeren,  of  Salem. 

Respecting  taxes  on  black  servants,  we  have  the  subsequent 
items.  Each  of  them,  in  1694,  was  assessed  12d. ;  in  1700  to 
1719,  as  personal  estate;  1727,  each  male,  £15,  and  each  fe« 
male  £10 ;  from  1731  to  1775,  as  personal  property. 

As  a  sign  of  popular  dislike  to  the  bondage  of  human  beingSi 
in  our  colony,  we  have  a  transcript  of  1701,  from  the  Bostoqi 
records.  <'lhe  Representatives  are  desired  to  promote  the  en- 
couraging the  bringing  of  white  servants,  and  to  put  a  period  to 
Degrees  being  slaves.'' 

As  great  chargei^  and  inconvenience  had  accrued  to  towns, 
from  the  freeing  of  colored  slaves,  a  law  was  enacted  which  re- 
quired seciuity  for  their  maintenance,  if  necessary.  Though 
this  was  a  serious  impediment  to  such  manumission,  still  it 
was  continued  by  those  who  cared  more  for  right  than  pro- 
perty. 

The  Boston  News  Letter,  being  our  earliest  newspaper,  had, 
in  1704,  such  advertisements  as  this :  <*  Two  negro  men  and 
one  negro  woman  and  child  to  be  sold."  Notices  of  this  kind 
were  long  common.  It  is  noatter  of  congratulation,  that,  for  a 
considerable  period,  they  have  ceased  to  pain  the  eye  of  hu- 
manity. 

In  1705  a  law  was  passed,  laying  a  duty  of  £4,  after  May  I, 
1706,  on  every  slave  imported  into  the  province.  It  was  con- 
firmed in  1728.  One  object  of  the  act  was  to  discourage  such 
a  trade. 

Among  the  philanthropists  who  advocated  the  rights  of  bond- 
men, was  Judge  Samuel  Sewall.  Before  1710,  he  published  a 
pamphlet  on  the  selling  of  Joseph,  with  application  to  the 
crime  of  holding  men  in  servitude. 

Of  the  slave  vessels  which  arrived  at  Boston,  was  the  sloop 
Katharine,  in  1727.  The  victims  who  came  iu  her  were  of 
different  ages,  though  principally  boys  and  girls.  They  were 
sold  at  various  prices.  The  highest  paid  for  any  one  of  them 
was  £80.  The  account  of  their  sale  and  of  their  purchasers 
yet  survives  in  manuscript,  as  evidence  of  so  unnatural  a  traffic. 

Dr.  Belknap  supposed  that  slaves,  and  consequently  the  col- 
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ored  people,  were  most  numerous  in  Massachusetts  about  1746* 
They  were  more  sickly,  and  died  in  greater  proportion  than 
the  whites.  They  dreaded  being  exported  and  sold  in  Carolina 
or  the  West  Indies. 

In  1755  application  was  made  by  Salem  to  General  Court, 
for  the  suppression  of  slavery.  As  our  ancestors  protested 
against  the  infringement  of  Great  Britain  on  their  political 
rights,  they  felt  and  expressed  the  inconsistency  of  withholding 
freedom  from  any  of  their  race. 

.  As  a  specimen  that,  however  human  bondage  was  increasing- 
ly disapproved,  in  Massachusetts,  yet  the  commerce  in  negroes 
was  carried  on  to  a  large  extent,  in  its  vicinity,  we  have  the 
ensuing  fact.  In  1762  a  Khode  Island  schooner  arrived  from 
the  coast  of  Africa,  and  left  there  six  other  vessels  from  the 
same  province,  five  with  slaves,  and  another  just  got  into  port. 

In  1765  pamphlets  and  newspapers  agitated  the  question  of 
slavery  with  increasing  zeal. 

A  bill  was  brought  into  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1767, 
''  to  prevent  the  unnatural  and  unwarrantable  custom  of  ensla- 
ving mankind,  and  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  province." 
In  passing  through  the  debate  which  succeeded,  it  was  altered 
so  as  to  be  <'  an  act  to  lay  an  impost  on  negroes  imported.'' 
This  had  been  done  long  before.  After  such  a  modification  of 
the  bill  reached  the  Council,  it  was  so  curtailed  there,  the 
House  refused  to  concur,  and  the  whole  project  then  failed. 

As  a  confirmation  of  the  policy  so  manifested  by  the  popular 
branch  of  our  government,  there  was  an  interesting  suit  at  law. 
In  1769,  a  slave  named  James  sued  his  master,  Richard  Lech- 
mere,  of  Cambridge,  for  his  freedom.  Jonathan  Sewall  was  at- 
torney for  the  former.  The  colored  people  contributed  to  pay 
the  charges.  The  next  year  a  decision  was  given  for  the  libe- 
ration of  James.  The  published  case  of  the  negro  Somerset, 
who  was  alike  freed  in  England,  1772,  was  extensively  circu- 
lated among  our  inhabitants. 

Another  bill  was  sustained  by  a  majority  of  our  Legisla- 
ture, in  1773,  to  prevent  the  slave  trade.  The  colored  inhab- 
itants, encouraged  by  friends  to  liberty,  petitioned  that  this  bill 
might  pass.  It  was-  referred  to  the  session  of  the  next  year, 
when  it   passed  both  houses.     But  Gov.  Hutchinson  declined 
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giving  it  his  official  sanction.  When  desired  by  a  committee 
of  colored  men  to  do  it,  he  replied  that  his  orders  from  the 
Crown  would  not  allow  him.  General  Gage,  his  successor, 
was  alike  waited  on,  and  he  gave  a  similar  answer.  As  Par- 
liament dissolved  our  elective  government  in  1774,  the  object 
thus  sought  was  necessarily  suspended. 

Broken  from  the  restraints  of  Parliament,  our  General  Court 
were  more  able  to  accomplish  their  purpose  for  discouraging 
commerce  in  human  flesh,  which,  with  evident  doubts  of  its 
correctness,  our  public  authorities  had  so  long  permitted.  *  An 
occasion  was  presented  to  them,  and,  with  diversity  of  opin- 
ion, embraced.  On  Sept.  13,  1776,  one  of  their  branches  pass- 
ed the  following. 

"  Whereas  this  House  is  credibly  informed,  that  two  negroe 
men,  lately  brought  into  this  State  as  prisoners,  taken  on  the 
high  seas,  are  advertised  to  be  sold  at  Salem  the  17th  instant 
by  public  auction,  Resolved,  that  the  selling  and  enslaving  the 
human  species  is  a  direct  violation  of  the  natural  rights  alike 
vested  in  all  men  by  their  Creator,  and  utterly  inconsistent  with 
the  avowed  principles,  on  which  this  and  the  other  United 
States  have  carried  their  struggle  for  liberty  even  to  the  last 
appeal,  and,  therefore,  that  all  persons  concerned  with  the  said 
negroes,  be  and  they  hereby  are  forbidden  to  sell  them  or  in 
any  manner  treat  them  otherways,  than  is  already  ordered  for 
the  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war,  taken  in  the  same  vessel  or 
others  in  the  like  employ,  and,^f  any  sale  of  the  said  negroes 
shall  be  made,  it  hereby  is  declared  null  and  void. 
Sent  up  for  concurrence, 

Samuel  Freeman,  Speaker  pro  tem. 

In  Council,  September  14,  1776. — ^Read  and  concurred  as 
taken  into  a  new  draught.     Sent  down  for  concurrence, 

John  Avery,  Dep.  Sec'y* 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  September  14, 1776. — Read 
and  non-concurred  and  the  House  adhere  to  their  own  vote. 
Sent  up  for  concurrence, 

J.  Warren,  Speaker. 

In  Council,  September  16,  1776. — Read  and  concurred,  as 
now  taken  into  a  new  draught.     Sent  down  for  concurrence, 

John  Avery,  Dep.  Sec*y. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  September  16,  1776. — Read 
and  concurred, 

J.  Warren,  Speaker. 

Consented  to/'  then  followed  the  names  of  the  Council. 
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After  such  a  legislative  skirmish  about  a  subject  of  deep  in- 
terest, the  result  was  expressed  in  the  substitute  for  the  first 
resolve,  as  in  the  succeeding  copy. 

*<  Whereas  this  Court  is  credibly  informed,  that  two  negroe 
men,  lately  taken  on  the  high  seas,  on  board  the  sloop  Hannibal 
and  brought  into  this  State  as  prisoners,  are  advertised  to  be 
sold  at  Salem  on  the  17th  instant  by  public  auction,  Resolved, 
that  all  persons  concerned  with  the  said  negroes  be  and  they 
hereby  are  forbidden  to  sell  them,  or,  in  any  manner,  to  treat 
them  otherways  than  is  already  ordered  for  the  treatment  of 
pris<mers,  taken  in  like  manner  |  and,  if  any  sale  of  the  said 
negroes  shall  be  made,  it  is  hereby  declared  null  and  void. 
And  that  whenever  it  shall  happen,  that  any  negroes  are  taken 
on  the  high  seas  and  brought  as  prisoners  into  this  State,  they 
shall  not  be  sold  nor  treated  any  otherways,  than  as  prisoners 
are  ordered  to  be  treated,  who  are  taken  in  like  manner." 

It  is  readily  perceived,  that  the  latter  draft  omits  the  charge 
of  criminal  inconsistency,  laid  to  all  our  States,  by  the  former, 
for  holding  slaves.  While  the  House  were  strenuous  for  their 
own  proposition  on  the  subject,  the  Council  probably  suspected^ 
that,  if  fully  adopted,  it  might  produce  jealousy  and  disaffec- 
tion among  the  Southern  States  and  thus  injure  their  enterprise 
for  independence.  On  this  account,  it  is  likely,  that  the  altera- 
tion was  at  last  adopted.  Well  would  it  have  been,  had  no 
occasion  existed  to  stifle  the  truth  then  or  since,  with  regard  to 
any  section  of  our  Union  in  the  horrible  practice  of  human 
bondage. 

The  year,  in  which  the  matter  of  the  last  paragraph,  was 
discussed  in  our  Legislature,  public  opinion  virtually  emanci- 
pated the  slaves  of  Massachusetts.  Some  took  their  freedom 
and  were  not  compelled  to  return.  Others  asked  for  it  and 
were  not  denied.  Few  of  the  whites,  who  were  struggling  for 
political  liberty,  had  the  hardihood  to  deny  their  slaves  a  like 
benefit.  About  this  date,  some  towns  voted,  that  no  bondage 
should  exist  among  them  and  that  no  master  should  be  answer- 
able for  the  support  of  his  manumitted  servants. 

In  compliance  with  the  spirit  of  the  conclusion,  made  by  the 
General  Court,  a  large  number  of  captured  negroes  were  quar- 
tered on  Castle  Island.  In  1779,  Col.  Paul  Revere,  who  com- 
manded  there,  had  several  orders  from  the  Council  to  let  part 
of  them  live  as  servants,  with  persons  in  different  towns.    An 
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express  condition  of  such  license  was,  they  should  be  returned 
whenever  the  public  authorities  required. 

As  well  known,  our  Constitution  of  1780,  declared  ''all  men 
free  and  <^qual."  This  clause  was  inserted  for  the  abolition  of 
bondage  in  this  Commonwealth.  So  the  people,  at  large,  un- 
derstood its  meaning.  Still  some  doubted,  whether  the  passage 
was  sufficient  to  protect  those,  who  were  claimed  as  slaves, 
from  being  held  in  servitude.  A  case  occurred,  in  1781,  which 
cleared  all  doubts  from  the  question.  It  was  an  indictment  at 
court,  in  Worcester  County,  against  a  white  man  for  beating 
and  imprisoning  a  black,  as  his  slave.  The  decision  was  made, 
in  1783,  against  the  master.  This  was  the  final  blow  to  all 
pretended  bondage  in  Massachusetts. 

As  an  exponent  of  public  detennination  to  secure  the  natural 
rights  of  our  colored  population,  we  have  the  ensuing  incident. 
Three  black  men,  formerly  slaves  and  of  Stoughton,  in  Feb- 
ruary of  1788,  were  decoyed  on  board  of  a  vessel  in  Boston 
harbor,  and  fastened  under  the  hatches  while  at  work,  and  car- 
ried to  a  port  in  the  West  Indies.  Here  they  were  offered  for 
sale.  But  the  governor  of  the  place,  having  had  information  of 
the  deed  from  our  authorities,  took  them  in  charge  and  had 
them  sent  home,  where  they  arrived  26th  of  July.  In  the 
meanwhile,  such  an  occurrence  brought  many  petitions  before 
the  General  Court.  On  the  26th  of  March,  the  next  month 
after  the  blacks  were  carried  o£f,  an  act  was  passed  '<  to  prevent 
the  slave  trade  and  for  granting  relief  to  the  families  of  such 
unhappy  persons,  as  may  be  kidnapped  or  decoyed  away  from 
this  Commonwealth." 

Thus  have  we  attended  to  the  principal  passages,  which  bear 
on  our  African  population.  As  before  observed,  they  refer  to 
such  a  class  in  the  relation  of  slaves,  except  those  freed  from 
time  to  time,  for  a  long  period.  This  mode  of  considering 
them  is  essentially  connected  with  their  first  appearance  heroi 
with  their  continuance  and  changes,  as  residents  of  our  Com- 
monwealth. 

Our  next  step  will  be  to  look  at  the  enumeration  of  our  col- 
ored inhabitants  so  far  as  they  have  been  handed  down  to  us. 

As  before  stated,  Randolph,  in  1676,  made  the  negro  slaves 
in  Massachusetts  not  above  200. 
f     According  to  the  1  v.  of  the  British  Dominions  in  North 
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America,  as  quoted  by  Dr.  HolmeS|  there  were  2,600  negroes, 
of  our  population  in  1735. 

For  the  purpose  of  having  an  acciirate  account  of  slaves  in 
our  Commonwealth,  as  a  subject,  in  which  the  people  were 
becoming  much  interested,  relative  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  the 
General  Court  passed  an  order,  November  19,  1764,  that  there 
be  a  census  of  the  <'  Negro  slaves,  both  males  and  females,  six* 
teen  years  old  and  upwards." 

In  compliance  with  this,  the  subsequent  document  was  sent 
to  every  town. 

'<  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay.  In  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, November  19,  1754.  Upon  consideration  of  His 
Elzcellency's  message  of  this  day. 

Ordered^  That  the  Assessors  of  the  several  towns  and  dis- 
tricts within  this  Province,  forthwith  send  into  the  Secretary's 
office  the  exact  number  ef  the  negro  slaves,  both  males  and 
females,  sixteen  years  old  and  upward,  that  are  within  their 
respective  towns  and  districts. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence,  T.  Hubbard,  Speaker. 

In  Council,  November  19,  1754. — ^Read  and  concurred, 

Thouas  Cjlabke,  Dep.  Sec'y, 

Consented  to,  W.  Shirlet." 

It  will  be  perceived,  that  returns,  from  some  of  the  towns, 
omit  giving  the  number  of  each  sex,  and  place  their  amount  in 
the  total  column.  Hence,  in  every  County,  except  Hampshire 
and  Dukes,  the  sums  of  the  lines  for  males  and  females  fall 
short  of  the  sum  of  the  totals.  This  census  was  printed  in  vol. 
3,  2d  series,  Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Collections. 

Number  of  Negro  Slavei  ia  Hauachuietti,  above  16  yean  old. 

Ordered  in  1754,  and  fimsbed  in  the  beginning  of  1766. 


Suffolk  County. 

Boston, 

Dorchester, 

Roxbury, 

Weymouth, 

Hingham, 

Dedham, 

Braintree, 

Hull, 

Medfield, 

Milton, 


Male*. 

Pmd* 

T«ul. 

989 

647 

342 

18 

13 

31 

38 

15 

53 

12 

11 

23 
17 

20 

16 

36 

7 

4 

1] 

3 

1 

4 

15 

4 

19 

Wrentham, 

Brookline, 

Needham, 

Med  way, 

Bellinghara, 

Walpole, 

Stoughton, 

Chelsea, 


MalflB. 

rm. 

13 

3 

10 

7 

1 

0 

4 

3 

1 

1 

0 

1 

6 

.2 

795 

423 

T«ttL 

16 
17 
1 
7 
2 
1 
8 
35 

1270 
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Essex. 
Salem, 
Ipswich, 
New  bar  J, 

Gloucester, 

Rowley, 

Salisbury, 

Wenham, 

Manchester, 

Haverhill, 

Audover, 

Marblehead, 

Topsfield, 

Amesbury, 

Beverly, 

Bradford, 

Boxford, 

Methueo, 

Middleton, 

Danvers, 


Middlesex. 
CharlestowD, 
Watertown, 
Medford, 
Cambridge, 
Concord, 
Sudbury, 
Woburn, 
Reading, 
Maiden, 
Groton, 
Billerica, 
Chelmsford, 
Marlboro', 
Dunstable, 
Sherburne, 
Stow, 
Newton, 
Framingbam, 
Dracut, 
Weston, 
Lexington, 
liittleton, 
Hopkinton, 
Holliston, 
Stoneham, 
Westford, 
Bedford, 

if 


MalM. 

Pam. 

Total. 

47 

36 

83 
62 

34 

16 

50 
61 

10 

2 

12 

6 

1 

7 
16 

1 

5 

6 

8 

8 

16 

28 

14 

42 

4 

1 

5 

3 

2 

5 

12 

16 

28 

3 

2 

5 

4 

4 

8 

9 

3 

12 

9 

12 

21 

178 

122 

439 

7 

5 

12 

27 

7 

34 

33 

23 

56 

10 

5 

15 

9 

5 

14 

9 

8 

17 

14 

6 

20 

16 

5 

21 

7 

7 

14 

3 

5 

8 
8 

3 

3 

6 

3 

0 

3 

10 

3 

lU 

8 

2 

10 

13 

11 

24 

3 

5 

8 
15 

6 

2 

8 
5 

2 

4 

6 

Wilmington, 

Townsend, 

Tewksburj, 

Acton, 

Waltham, 

Shirley, 

Pepperell, 

Natick, 

Lincoln, 


Worcester. 
Lancaster, 
Mendon, 
Brookfield, 
Oxford, 
Worcester, 
Leicester, 
Rutland, 
Sutton, 
Weetboro', 
Uxbridge, 
Southboro', 
Shrewsbury, 
Lunenburg, 
Dudley, 
Harvard, 

graflon, 
pton, 
Hard  wick, 
Bolton, 
Sturbridge, 
Hofden, 
Western, 
Douglas, 
New  Braintree, 
Spencer, 
Leominster, 
Rutland  Dist. 


Hampshire. 

Springfield, 

Hadley, 

Westfield, 

Hatfield, 

Deerfield, 

Northampton, 

Northfield, 

Sunderland, 


MalM. 

Fen. 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

3 

16 

7 
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123 

4 

1 

3 

1 

4 

4 

5 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

0 

1 

3 

1 

6 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

40 

22 

22 

5 

13 

5 

15 

4 

5 

4 

Total. 

7 
3 
2 
1 
4 
1 

3 
23 

361 


8 
4 
8 
6 
3 
3 
6 
7 
1 
4 
8 
2 

6 


3 

4 
0 
3 


3 
2 
2 


88 

27 

18 

19 

9 


910 
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MdM. 

F«m. 

Tatel. 

MdM. 

i^ 

TMd. 

Brimfield, 

Raynham^ 

Bland  ford^ 

Berkley, 

7 

2 

9 

Pelham, 

Palmer, 

1 

0 

1 

39 

22 

122 

Southampton, 

0 

0 

0 

Baknstable. 

South  Hadley, 

0 

0 

0 

Barnstable, 

18 

15 

33 

Greenfield, 

Sandwich, 

4 

4 

8 

New  Salem, 

Yarmouth, 

Montague, 

0 

0 

0 

Eastham, 

6 

6 

11 

Granville, 

0 

0 

0 

Falmouth, 

10 

Greenwich, 

Chatham,  . 

Sheffield, 

Truro, 

Stockbridge, 

Provincetown, 

Harwich, 

8 

6 

14 

56 

18 

74 

Plymooth. 

86 

30 

76 

Plymouth, 

DcKca. 

Scituate, 

22 

21 

43 

Edgartown, 

Duxbury, 

Tisbury, 

- 

Marshfield, 

Bridffewater, 

Middleboro'y 

17 

8 

.25 

Chilmark, 

3 

4 

7 

12 

3 

4 

7 

Rochester, 

Nantucket. 

Plympton, 

6 

3 

9 

Sherburne, 

Pembroke, 

6 

4 

10 

Abington, 

5 

2 

7 

ToiiK. 

Kingston, 

3 

3 

6 

York, 

• 

24 

Hanover, 

8 

9 

17 

Kittery, 

18 

17 

35 

Halifax, 

2 

2 

4 

Wells, 

12 

4 

16 

Wareham, 

Falmouth, 

16 

5 

21 

Scarboro', 

7 

4 

11 

69 

52 

133 

Berwick, 

14 

8 

23 

Bristol. 

Biddefbrd, 

Taunton, 

27 

Arundel, 

2 

1 

3 

Rehoboth, 

North  Yarmouth, 

2 

1 

3 

Dartmouth, 

34 

Brunswick, 

2 

1 

3 

Swanzey, 

Georgetown, 

7 

Freetown, 

14 

7 

21 

Newcastle, 

Attleboro', 

Norton, 

Dighton, 

7 

3 

10 

Gorhamtown, 

2 

0 

2 

9 

9 

18 

76 

41 

147 

Eaaton, 

2 

1 

3 

. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


► 


CMirtiai. 

MalM 

atere  If. 

FtauUa 
•teralf. 

TaUh. 

Suffolk, 

795 

423 

1,270 

Essex, 

178 

122 

439 

Middlesex, 

SIO 

123 

361 

Worcester, 

40 

22 

88 

Hampshire, 

56 

18 

74 

Plymouth, 

69 

52 

133 

Bristol, 

39 

22 

122 

Barnstable, 

86 

30 

76 

Dukes, 

3 

4 

7 

Nantucket, 

0 

0 

0 

York, 

75 

41 

147 

1,501 


857 


2,717 


The  remark,  before  made,  as  to  the  difference  between  the 
sums  of  the  lines  for  males  and  females  and  the  amount  of  the 
totals,  applies  to  the  recapitulation.  If  we  add  to  the  total  6£ 
2,717  the  proportion  for  slaves  under  16,  being  about  1,132,  the 
whole  number  of  slaves,  according  to  the  returns,  would  be 
3,849.  If  for  the  many  towns  whence  no  reports  were  made, 
or  if  so,  not  preserved,  we  add  640,  the  probable  number  of 
slaves  in  them,  we  have  4,489. 

Passing  from  the  census  of  slaves,  we  come  to  them  again  in 
connection  with  the  free  blacks,  as  returned  in  1764  and  1765. 
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Suffolk  County. 

Uiielsea, 

Boston, 

848 

Roxbury, 

80 

Dorchester, 

87 

^i^ 

Milton, 

47 

Essi 

Braintree, 

66 

Salem, 

Weymouth, 

rr 

Ipswich, 

Hingham, 

77 

Danvers, 

Dedham, 

36 

Marblehead, 

Medfield, 

4 

Lynn, 

Wrentham,' 

30 

Andover, 

Brookline, 

18 

Beverly, 

Needham, 

14 

Rowley, 

Stoughton, 

26 

Salisburv, 
Haverhifi, 

Med  way. 

17 

Bellingham, 

14 

Gloucester, 

Bull, 

.     16 

Topsfield, 

Walpole, 

4 

Boxford, 

1,494 


ir3 

101 
72 

100 
49 
86 
80 
22 
7 
25 

109 
16 
10 


Amesbttty, 
Bradford, 

17 
15 

Wen  ham. 

33 

MiddleioB, 

35 

Manchester, 

S4 

Methuen, 

3 

Newbury, 
Newburyport, 

1 

977 

MiDDLBSBX. 

Cambridge, 
CharlestowB, 

90 
136 

Watertown, 

11 

Woburn, 

a» 

Concord, 

27 

Newtoo, 

18 

S12 
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Reading, 

34 

Granville, 

4 

Pltmouth. 

Marlboro'i 

21 

New  Salem, 

1 

Plymouth, 

77 

Billerica, 

14 

Belchertown, 

0 

Scituate, 

107 

Framingham, 

25 

Colerain, 

0 

Duxbury, 

8 

Lexington, 

44 

Ware, 

1 

Marshfield, 

40 

Chelmsford, 

11 

Bernardston, 

0 

Bridgewater, 

94 

Sherburne, 

15 

Shutesbury, 

1 

Middleboro', 

32 

Sudbary, 

28 

Chesterfield, 

0 

Rochester, 

22 

Maiden, 

46 

Wilbraham, 

2 

Plympton, 

12 

Weston, 

18 

South  Brimfield, 

4 

Pembroke, 

22 

Med  ford, 

49 

Warwick, 

0 

Kingston, 

11 

Littleton, 

17 

« 

Hanover, 

Hopkinton, 

17 

194 

Abington, 

21 

Westford, 

12 

, 

Halifax, 

11 

Shirley, 

6 

Worcester. 

Warebam^ 

5 

Waltham, 

13 

Worcester, 

25 

4 

Townsend, 

8 

Lancaster, 

27 

402 

Stow, 

9 

Mendon, 

9 

Stoneham, 

32 

Brookfield, 

15 

Barnstable. 

Groton, 

15 

Oxford, 

6 

Barnstable, 

56 

\Vilniington, 

10 

Charlton, 

I 

Yarmouth, 

22 

Natick, 

24 

Sutton, 

18 

Sandwich, 

32 

Dracut, 

Rutland, 

17 

Eastham, 

11 

Bedford, 

16 

Oakham, 

1 

Harwich, 

23 

Holliston, 

8 

New  Braintree, 

3 

Chatham, 

6 

Tewksbury, 

5 

Rutland  District, 

19 

Truro, 

6 

Acton, 

3 

Leicester, 

7 

Falmouth, 

31 

Dunstable, 

16 

Spencer  District, 

5 

Wellfleet, 

14 

Pepperell, 

4 

Southboro', 

10 

Marshpee, 

31 

Lincoln, 

28 

Westboro*, 

13 

fl 

Shrewsbury, 

IB 

231 

871 

Lunenburg, 

7 

Uxbridge, 

13 

Bristol. 

Hampshire. 

Harvard, 

12 

Taunton, 

55 

Springfield, 

39 

Dudley, 

15 

Rehoboth, 

53 

Northampton, 

11 

Bohon, 

2 

Swanzey, 

41 

Southampton, 

1 

Upton, 

5 

Dartmouth, 

61 

Hadley, 

20 

Sturbridge, 

7 

Norton, 

30 

South  Hadley, 

0 

Hard  wick, 

5 

Attieboro', 

15 

Amherst, 

6 

Holden, 

2 

Dighton, 

59 

Hatfield, 

21 

Western, 

4 

Freetown, 

67 

Westfield, 

41 

Douglas, 

0 

Rayuham, 

6 

Deerfield, 

17 

Graflon, 

21 

Easton, 

4 

Greenfield, 

1 

Petersham, 

8 

Berkley, 

10 

Montague, 

1 

Wetsminster, 

2 

■ 

Northfield, 

6 

Athol, 

2 

401 

Brimfieldy 

4 

Templeton, 

0 

Monson, 

7 

Princeton, 

0 

You. 

Pel  ham, 

2 

Fitchburg, 

2 

York, 

56 

Greenwich, 

0 

Leominster, 

5 

Kittery, 

62 

Biandford, 

2 

« 

Wells, 

34 

Palmer, 

2 

304 

Berwick, 

44 
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Arundel, 

Biddeford, 

Pepperelboro\ 

Towwoh, 

PbilipstowDy 

BaxtoD, 


Dukes. 

Edgartown, 

Chilmark, 

Tisbary, 


5 

12 

2 


215 


20 

17 

9 

46 


Nantuckbt,      None. 


Cumberland. 
Falmouth, 
North  Yarmouth, 
Scarboro', 
Brunswick, 
Harpsweli, 
New  Boston, 
New  Gloucester, 
Windham, 
Gorharatown, 
Peirsontown  and  > 
Hobbstown,        ) 


Lincoln. 
Pownalboro', 
Georgetown, 
Bowdoinbam, 


Woolwich, 

44 
18 

Topsham, 
Newcastle, 

1 
1 

15 

Gardinertown, 

4 

Townshendy 

14 

Broadbajy 

Bbrrshire. 

24 

Sheffield, 

26 

95 

Great  Barrington, 

Stockbridge, 

Pittsfield, 

19 
27 
10 

9 

Tyringham, 
Sandiraeld, 

2 

4 

12 

... 

1 

88 

ComtiM. 

Suffolk, 

Essex, 

Middlesex, 

Hampshire, 

Worcester, 

Plymouth, 

Barnstable, 

Bristol, 


RECAPITULATION. 

Tstalfc 

1,404 
977 
871 
194 
304 
462 
231 
401 


CmiBte. 

York, 

Tatab. 

215 

Dukes, 

46 

Nantucket,  none. 

Cumberland, 

95 

Lincoln, 

24 

Berkshire, 

88 

5,312 


The  MS.  previously  quoted  gives  the  number  of  blacks,  for 
the  same  census,  6,214,*  males  2,998,  and  females  2,216. 
Williamson  supposes  that  those  of  Maine,  not  returned,  amount- 
ed to  332.  For  Newbury,  Newburyport,  Dracut,  and  Hanover, 
whence  no  specific  returns  appear  to  have  been  made,  we  may 
add  136  more.  These  two  numbers,  with  the  above  total  of 
6,312,  would  allow  6,779. 


Census  of  Blacks^  as  contained  in  the  severed  Counties^  1776. 


Suffolk, 

682 

Dukes, 

59 

Essex, 

1,049 

Nantucket, 

133 

Middlesex, 

702 

Worcester, 

432 

Hampshire, 

245 

Cumberland, 

162 

Plymouth, 

487 

Lincoln, 

85 

Barnstable, 

171 

Berkshire, 

216 

Bristol, 

585 

York, 

241 

5,249 

8U  CENSUSES  OF  NEGROES. 

An  account  of  our  colored  people  was  returned  from  most  of 
the  towns  in  1777.  But  it  evidently  gives  their  number  so 
much  less  than  they  must  have  been,  that  it  would  be  an  un* 
satisfactory  guide,  if  presented  here,  and,  therefore,  it  has  been 
omitted.  Such  deficiency  probably  arose  from  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  question  whether  those  of  them,  who  had  been 
slavesj  were  still  so  in  reality. 

For  the  purpose  of  comparison,  the  number  of  blacks,  in  our 
Commonwealth,  will  be  given  for  different  .periods  subsequent 
to  those,  already  adduced.  They  will  be  put  down,  according 
Co  the  generally  allowed  returns,  without  allowances  for  such  of 
the  latter  as  may  have  been  either  deficient  or  not  made  at  all. 
1784,  4,377 ;  1786,  4,371.  The  following  are  taken  from  the 
United  States  Censuses.  1790,  6,463 ;  Maine  638.  The  for- 
mer of  these  two  amounts,  contained  about  200  mixed  Indians, 
though  there  were  several  hundreds  more  of  them.  1800, 
6,462;  Maine  818;  1810,6,737;  Maine  969;  1820,  6,870; 
Maine,  to  be  dropped  from  this  year,  995 ;  1830,  7,006 ;  1840, 
8,668. 

Did  the  limits,  prescribed,  allow  us  to  go  on,  we  might  offer 
some  deductions  from  the  preceding  facts.  But  they  are  im- 
perative in  commanding  us  to  forbear  and  close  at  this  stage. 


NOTE. 

The  freemen  for  Plymouth,  on  p.  143,  being  122,  Bhould  have  been  multiplied  by 
ftbout  6  fauteed  of  4}.    This  would  |;iTe  7S2  in  place  of  S49. 

With  regard  to  the  eensuf  U  1840,  specified  on  p.  171,  it  iras  the  Stale  ceaeaf, 
and  not  that  of  the  United  States.    The  latter,  as  printed,  was  787^609. 


[ 


INDEX, 


WImb  MVMil  paiM,  referring  to  tbe  Maw  paraoa  or  thing*  uo  donotod  bj  ton  or  hmiiodfy  tiMM 
l^niot  will  bo  oxpreaaod  but  onoe,  ezoopt  when  tntorroDod  by  wordi. 
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Abenaqaei,  179,  94 
AberginiaM,  176,  81 
Accomac,  174 
Accoroynticus,  174 
Adams,  John,  127 
Adams,  Samuel,  127 
Afirican  population,  128, 6, 

82,6,8,42,57,70,  99 

-214 
Agawam,  173,  4,  6 
Agiasawamg,  180,  1 
Aimegebcoc,  178 
Aiken,  Benjamin,  128 
AUigewi,   or   Alleghany, 

172 
Amereangan,  178 
Anderson,  142 
Anasa^unticooks,  179 
Ancocisco,  174 
Apanawapeske,  178 
Aponeg,  178 
Appisham,  178 
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TAXATION  IN  MASSACHUSETTS. 


Taxation  has  ever  been  one  of  the  most  prominent  subjects 
of  Political  EcoDom7.  According  to  its  mode  of  operation,  so 
have  the  people  of  various  countries  felt  themselves  either  ele- 
vated as  freemen,  or  depressed  as  slaves. 

As  well  known,  no  government  can  exist  without  appropriate 
supplies,  any  more  than  a  liuman  body  can  live  without  nour- 
ishment. All  who  place  themselves  under  the  protection  of 
such  an  institution,  and  are  thus  guarded  against  unjust  intru* 
sions  upon  their  persons  and  property,  ^tacitly,  if  not  expressly, 
become  obligated  to  pay  a  fair  proportion  of  its  charges,  in  the 
ratio  of  their  several  abilities  as  to  property.  This  is  one  of 
the  respects,  in  which  we  surrender  our  natural  disposition  to 
be  unrestricted  in  our  concerns,  for  the  sake  of  enjoying  the 
civilization  and  privileges  of  the  social  compact.  It  is  a  moral 
claim  on  us,  and  should  not  be  refused  on  slight  pretences, 
and  thus  impose  a  greater  burden  on  others,  who  are  no  more 
indebted  to  well  ordered  laws  than  we  ourselves. 

Taxation  so  directly  levies  upon  the  purse,  and  comes  in 
contact  with  freedom  of  preference,  it  has  always  been  an  occa^ 
sion  of  more  than  ordinary  sensitiveness  to  its  various  subjects. 
When  raised  in  an  oppressive  manner,  or  when  required  for 
the  settlement  of  necessary  demands  resulting  from  the  attain- 
ment of  great  national  benefits,  it  has  given  rise  to  many  a 
revolution.  It  is  in  our  memories,  from  the  oft  repeated 
story,  that,  as  applicable  to  articles  imported  hither  from  Eng- 
land, taxation  was  one  of  the  principal  causes  which  dissolved 
her  sovereignty  over  our  republic.    As  brought  to  bear  on  the 
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purpose  of  our  rulers  to  liquidate  the  heavy  debt  contracted  ia 
the  struggle  of  our  fathers  for  Independence,  it  was  a  main 
source  of  the  Shays  insurrection. 

For  a  people  to  enjoy  their  rights,  as  to  being  taxed,  they 
must  have  a  voice,  either  personally  or  by  representatives,  in 
its  purpose  and  amount.  To  be  thus  favored  has  ever  been 
appreciated  by  the  intelligent  philanthropist,  as  one  of  the  high- 
est privileges  in  the  social  condition  of  our  race.  True,  like 
every  other  system  continued  and  conducted  by  imperfect 
hands,  it  has  its  occasional  traits  of  repulsiveness.  But  no 
where,  as  a  whole,  throughout  the  world,  does  it  work  more 
lightly  and  favorably,  than  in  our  own  country.  We  are 
strangers  to  the  evils  which  some  nations  suffer  from  arbitrary 
and  excessive  levies,  and  are  thus  paralyzed  in  their  energies 
and  efforts  to  acquire  a  competency.  Their  manhood  is 
cramped,  and  their  habits  become  indolent  and  shiftless. 
Policy  of  this  kind  has  been  justly  compared  to  a  *<  monster, 
which  after  devouring  every  other  thing,  devours  itself  at  last." 

Poll  and  property  taxation,  such  as  constitutes  our  present 
subject,  being  common  in  ancient  as  well  as  modern  nations, 
was  no  new  usage  in  England,  whence  our  ancestors  came  to 
inhabit  these  shores.  There  they  had  read,  heard  and  seen  it 
under  different  modifications  of  subsidies,  and,  also,  of  its 
tenths  and  fifteenths.  The  subsequent  proportions  of  assess- 
ment for  state  as  well  as  for  church  expenses,  which  they  made, 
denote,  that  they  essentially  continued  the  practice  of  their 
native  land  in  application  to  their  adopted  country. 

The  writer  has  not  met  with  any  rule  on  this  topic,  as  enact- 
ed by  our  legislative  authorities,  until  1646.  The  20d,  a  poll, 
and  Id,  on  a  pound,  in  money  or  its  equivalent,  for  the  Com- 
monwealth, which  they  then  appointed,  was,  probably,  the  same 
ratio  on  which  all  their  preceding  rates  had  been  calculated. 
It  may  be  well  to  state  here,  that  the  20d,  being  intended  to 
represent  as  many  pounds  for  each  poll,  show  that  the  ratio  as 
to  polls,  was  equal  to  that  for  real  and  personal  estate.  The 
money  in  which  our  rates  were  reckoned  was  sterling,  to  the 
issuing  of  our  Pine  Tree  coin  in  1652,  and  afterwards  it  was 
called  New  England  currency. 

The  doubling,  trebling,  and  thus  onward  of  the  single  taZ| 
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by  our  colonial  authorities,  on  occasions  of  larger  demands  on 
their  treasury  than  common,  was  similar  in  substance  to  such 
increase  as  signified  by  the  fiAeenths  of  all  income  from  the 
soil  and  otherwise,  in  Great  Britain,  when  their  public  expenses 
were  unusually  augmented. 

For  a  considerable  period  from  the  first  payment  of  rates  or 
taxes  for  public  charges,  such  a  disbursement  was  made  not  only 
in  money,  but  also  in  the  Indian  currency  of  wampum,  in 
beaver,  in  various  articles  of  grain,  with  peas,  and  in  different 
species  of  cattle.  In  addition  to  these  things,  fish,  lumber, 
and  several  sorts  of  manufactures  were  occasionally  received 
for  a  like  demand  at  the  treasury.  These  products,  so  applied 
instead  of  cash,  were  denominated  country  pay.  They  were 
firequently  exchanged  at  a  large  discount  of  one  quarter,  a  third, 
and  even  half,  by  the  treasurer,  for  hard  money,  which  was  as 
often  needed  to  meet  the  expenses  of  government.  The  word 
specie  was  used  to  signify  such  articles  till  no  great  period 
before  the  Revolution  of  Independence,  when  it  was  applied 
to  coined  currency.  After  the  Province  bills  of  credit  had 
come  into  circulation,  the  custom  of  receiving  country  pay,  so 
called,  for  Province  taxes,  ceased  in  1694,  with  the  exception 
of  partial  and  subsequent  restorations.  These  and  other  fea- 
tures of  our  taxation  and  incidental  valuation,  will  be  seen  as 
we  advance  in  order  of  time. 

Among  the  diversiBed  views,  suggested  by  a  work  of  this 
sort,  are  those  of  the  comparative  property,  owned  by  the  towns, 
and  their  relative  advancement  in  such  a  respect,  as  well  as  the 
pecuniary  changes  and  progress  of  the  whole  Commonwealth. 

Assessments  from  1628  to  1633. 

As  the  records  of  our  Colonial  General  Courts,  under  Gov. 
Endicott,  before  the  arrival  of  his  successor,  Gov.  Wintbrop,  are 
lost,  we  have  no  data  to  show  the  amount  and  rate  of  taxation 
in  general  for  that  period. 

There  is  one  instance,  mentioned  in  a  letter  of  Gov.  Bradford, 
which  refers  to  New  England,  during  that  period,  wherein 
individuals  and  places  assessed  themselves,  though  not  propor- 
tionate to  their  means.  This  letter  was  dated  June  9,  1628, 
and  was  subscribed  by  some  of  the  principal  men  in  different 
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plantations.  It  shows,  that  the  sums  were  granted  to  meet 
part  of  the  charges  for  sending  Thomas  Morton  to  England, 
accused  of  practices  which  disturbed  the  peace  of  the  colonists. 
They  stood  as  follows : — 

Plymouth, £2  10 

Naumkeak, 1  10 

Pascataquack, 2  10 

Mr.  Jeffrey  and  Mr.  Burslem,    .  2 

Natascot, 1  10 

Mr.  Thomson, 15 

Mr.  Blackston, 12 

Edward  Hilton, 1 

Total, £12    7 

By  the  charter  of  Charles  I.  to  the  Massachusetts,  dated 
March  4,  1628-9,  he  not  only  freed  them,  for  seven  yearSj  from 
all  duties  on  their  cargoes,  to  and  from  English  ports,  in  order 
to  supply  the  colonists  with  good^  for  their  maintenance,  de- 
fence and  trade  with  other  people  on  their  soil,  and  granted 
them  a  like  exemption  for  twenty-one  years,  except,  after  the 
expiration  of  the  said  seven  years,  5  per  cent,  on  the  entrance 
of  such  mercljandise  into  said  ports,  but  also  in  every  other 
respect  released  the  settlers  here  from  <^all  taxes,  subsidies  and. 
customs  in  New  England." 

By  a  letter  from  the  Company  in  London  to  Gov.  Endicott, 
dated  May  28,  1629-,  it  appears,  that  they  required  of  all  emi- 
grants hither,  who  did  not  receive  their  lands  by  paying 
towards  the  common  stock,  a  sort  of  service  tax,  which  resem- 
bled the  tenure  of  soccage  in  England.  For  this  purpose,  they 
proposed  that  all  colonists  and  their  heirs,  who  held  landed 
estate  in  this  manner,  should  labor  a  specified  number  of  days 
every  year,  and  thus  contribute  towards  the  disbursement  of 
public  charges.  It  is  probable,  that  the  advancement  of  politi- 
cal and  religious  liberty  here,  soon  terminated  such  an  arrange- 
ment, as  savoring  too  much  of  regal  servitude. 

That  we  may  form  an  idea  of  the  legislative  course  in  our 
Colony  as  to  assessments,  before  we  meet  with  any  records 
which  exhibit  a  regular  taxation  of  the  towns  for  public  charges 
in  general,  several  instances  will  be  adduced. 

At  the  first  Court  of  Assistants,  under  Winthrop,  in  Charles- 
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town,  Aug.  23,  1630,  steps  were  taken  for  specifying  the  sala- 
ries of  individuals,  supported  at  the  public  charge.  Among 
such  persons,  were  the  Rev.  George  Phillips  and  Rev.  John 
Wilson.  From  the  maintenance  of  these  two,  Salem  and  Dor- 
chester were  exempted,  and  no  doubt  because  they  supported 
their  own  ministers. 

At  another  Court  of  the  same  kind,  under  date  of  the  next 
Sept.  28,  the  following  order  was  passed  : — 

<<  It  is  ordered,^  that  there  shalbe  collected  and  levied  by 
distresse  out  of  the  seuerall  plantacons  for  the  maintenance  of 
Mr.  Partricke  and  Mr.  Tnderhill  the  some  of  £50,  vz.  out  of 
Charlton  £7,  Boston  £11,  Dorchester  £7,  Rocksbury  £5, 
Watertown  £11,  Meadford  £3,  Salem  £3,  Wessaguscus  £2, 
Nantascett  £1." 

These  persons  were  thus  provided  for,  so  that  they  might  in- 
struct the  colonists  in  military  tactics.    The  succeeding  Nov.  30, 

<<  It  is  ordered,  there  shalbe  £60  collected  out  of  the  seuerall 
plantacons  following  for  the  maintenance  of  Mr.  Wilson  and 
Mr.  Phillips,  vz.  Boston,  £20,  Waterton  £20,  Charlton  £10, 
Rockesbury  £6,  Meadford  £3,  Winnett-semett  £1." 

This  levy  was  made  in  compliance  with  the  proposal  of 
August  preceding.  It  denotes  that  while  our  civil  authorities 
were  careful  to  provide  for  the  personal  defence  of  the  people, 
they  were  no  less  so  for  their  spiritual  interests. 

Intending  Newton  as  the  seat  of  government,  the  Assistants, 
July  5,  1631,  laid  a  tax  of  £30,  <<for  the  makeing  of  the 
creeke  att  the  Newe  Towne."     It  was  assessed  as  follows : — 

Winesemet,  £  16          Boston,  £5 

Wessaguscus,  2  00          Dorchester,  4  10 

Saugus,  1               Roxbury,  3 

Nantasket,  0  10          Salem,  3  15 

Watertown,  5                Charlestown,  4  10 

The  same  body  voted,  February  3,  1632,^  a  levy  of  £60, 

1  In  the  quotations  made  for  this  work  from  the  General  Court  records,  the  origioal  speU- 
ing  has  been  observed,  while  some  of  the  abbreviated  words  are  filled  out,  and  modem 
punctuation  given. 

*  Dates  of  the  orders,  etc.,  under  the  first  charter,  which  follow,  unless  otherwise  stated, 
are  those  that  denote  when  ibe  sessions  of  the  General  Courts  began.  The  years  of  the 
various  dates  are  given  in  new  style.  When  dates,  as  to  month  and  day,  follow  a  particular 
y«ar,  they  are  to  be  understood  as  of  this  year,  if  not  represented  difiereDtly. 
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to  make  a  pallisade  for  the  defence  of  Newton.  For  siich  an 
object  the  towns  were  rated  as  follows : — Watertown  £8,  New- 
ton £3,  Charlestown  £7,  Medford  £3,  Sangus  and  Marble 
harbor  £6,  Salem  £4  10,  Boston  £8,  Rocksbury  £7,  Dor- 
chester £7,  Wessaguscus  £5,  Winett-semet  £1  10,  =  £60. 

Under  March  4,  1633,  a  tax  was  required  to  compensate 
Captains  Underbill  and  Patrick,  as  military  teachers  and  com- 
manders, for  six  months'  service.  It  was  apportioned,  Boston 
£5,  Charlestown  £4,  Rocksbury  £6,  Watertown  £6,  New 
Town  £6,  Medford  £3. 

Taxation  and  Valuation  from  1633  to  1645. 

Though  the  lists  of  rates  for  towns  begin  during  the  year 
1633,  still  it  is  deemed  best  to  precede  them  with  legislative 
transactions,  which  directly  bear  on  the  same  subject,  and 
tend  to  illustrate  its  progress.  Therefore  such  lists,  down 
to  their  subdivisions  under  counties,  will  not  be  presented, 
until  these  transactions  have  been  narrated. 

1634,  May  14.  ^'  It  is  further  ordered,  that  in  all  rates  and 
publique  charges,  the  townes  shall  hau  respect  to  levy  euery 
man  according  to  his  estate,  and  with  consideracon  of  all  other 
his  abilityes  whatsoeuer,  and  not  according  to  the  number  of 
his  persons,"  [or  the  individuals  of  his  family.] 

1635,  March  4.  <'  It  is  ordered  there  shalbe  £300  levyed 
out  of  the  seuerall  plantacons,  according  to  the  last  rate  of 
townes,  to  bee  paide  to  the  treasurer  before  the  6th  of  May  nexte. 

"It  is  ordered,  that  it  shalbe  lawfuU  for  any  man  to  pay  his 
rate  to  the  Treasurer  in  merchantable  come  of  the  country  at 
5/.  the  bushell,  this  order  to  continue  till  the  nexte  harvest." 

1636,  March  3.  *'  For  explinacon  of  an  order,  made  att  the 
General  Court  in  May,  1634,  it  is  ordered  that  hereafter  all 
men  shalbe  rated  in  all  rates  for  their  whole  abilitie  wheresoeuer 
it  lyes;  —  Agreed  hereafter  all  men  that  lyve  within  this 
jurisdiccon  shalbe  rated  onely  in  the  place  where  they  lyve  to 
all  publique  rates,  and  those  that  lyve  out  of  this  jurisdiccon 
shall  have  their  goods,  stocks  and  land  rated  in  the  places  where 
they  are  in  being." 

May  25.  «  Ordered  that  there  shalbe  £CC  levyed  out  of  the 
seuerall  plantacons  for  public  vses :  Capt.  Turner,  Capt.  Traske, 
John  Johnson,  Ralfe  Sprage,  Mr.  Dan^  Dennison,  Mr.  Easton, 
Mr.  Burseley,  Mr.  Spncer,  Mr.  Coxeall,  Mr.  Duncan,  Thomas 
Loreing,  Ensign  Jennisoa  and  Mr.  Mayhewe,  theis  foreoamed 
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gentlemen,  or  the  maior  parte  of  them,  are  deputed  as  com- 
mittees, and  power  graunted  them,  to  require  the  last  rates  of 
each  towne  in  the  plantacon,  and  to  finde  out  thereby,  and  by 
all  other  meanes  they  can,  according  to  the  best  of  their  dis- 
crecon,  the  true  valewe  of  euery  towne,  and  soe  to  make  an 
equall  rate,  for  the  £CC  nowe  graunted  to  be  levyed,  and  they 
are  eoioyned  to  meete  and  determine  the  same  vpon  the  16th 
day  of  the  4th  monthe,  called  June,  vnder  the  penalty  of  £5 
a  peece,  the  meeteing  to  be  att  Boston,  the  rate  to  be  deliuered 
to  the  Tresurer." 

Sept.  8.  '<  Ordered  that  there  shalbee  £1200  levyed  out  of 
the  seuerall  plantations,  baulfe  to  bee  paid  at  3  months,  and 
the  other  at  the  time  that  shalbee  appointed  at  the  next  sessions 
of  this  Courte,  and  it  is  agreed  that  good  merchantable  come 
shall  passe  for  payment  in  this  rate  at  5/.  the  bushell,  to  bee 
so  delivered  at  Boston  at  the  appointment  of  the  Treasurer,  to 
bee  called  for  when  the  Treasurer  pleases.  And  it  is  ordered 
that  the  Deputie's  debt  shalbee  paid  to  him  in  money  or 
beaver." 

"  Mr.  Beacher,  Mr.  Coxeall,  Mr.  Woodman,  John  Johnson, 
Mr.  Joseph  Cooke,  Mr.  Saltonstall,  George  Mynot,  Mr.  Tymo- 
thy  Tomlins,  Mr.  Mayhewe,  Mr.  Bishope,  Joseph  Andrews, 
William  Smythe,  these  forenamed  gentlemen,  or  the  greater 
parte  of  them,  are  deputed  as  committees,  and  power  graunted 
to  them  to  require  the  last  rates  of  each  towne  in  the  plantation, 
and  to  find  out  thereby,  and  by  all  other  meanes  they  can,  to 
the  best  of  their  discretion,  the  true  valewe  of  every  towne, 
and  so  to  make  an  equall  rate  for  the  first  £600  now  graunted 
to  bee  levyed,  and  they  are  enioyned  to  meete,  and  determine 
the  same  vpon  the  20th  day  of  this  present  month,  vnder  the 
penalty  of  five  pounds  a  peece,  the  meeting  to  bee  at  Boston, 
the  returne  to  bee  made  to  the  Treasurer." 

Dec.  7.  "  There  was  a  levy  of  £300  graunted  to  bee  paid 
as  the  last  was,  between  this  and  the  next  Courte,  and  corne 
to  bee  paid  for  the  rate,  at  5/.  the  bushell." 

1637,  Aug.  1.  <^For  the  raiseing  of  a  rate  of  foure  hundred 
pounds,  Mr.  William  Aspinwall,  Goodman  John  Mousall,  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Duncan,  Mr.  Samuel  Appleton,  Edward  Woodman, 
Mr.  William  Haulhorne,  Mr.  Tymothy  Tomlins,  Goodman 
John  Johnson,  Mr.  Richard  Browne,  Goodman  William  Smyth 
and  Goodman  Joseph  Andrews,  for  each  towne,  did  agree  as 
followeth."     fSee  the  column,  page  231,  under  the  same  date.] 

Nov.  2.  "  It  was  ordered  that  £1000  should  bee  levyed  to 
pay  the  countryes  debts,  and  Mr.  Cooke,  Leift.  Sprage,  Mr. 
Browne,  William  Parks,  Mr.  Dunkan,  Mr.  Colebran,  and  Mr. 
Woodbridg,  Samuel  Warde  and  Thomas  White,  were  appointed 
Co  order  the  proportion  to  each  towne." 
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1638,  March  12.  "  For  the  furtherance  of  this  expedition,^ 
there  shalbee  £600  levyed  forthwith,  according  to  the  last  levy 
of  £300." 

"  It  was  ordered  that  a  levy  of  £1500  should  bee  levyed  with 
convenient  speede." 

May  17.     A  tax  of  £200  was  ordered. 

June  8.  <<  It  was  ordered  that  there  should  bee  £200  levyed 
out  of  the  severall  plantations,  and  this  according  to  the  pro- 
portion of  the  last  rate,  to  bee  paid  within  a  month,  and  the 
Secretary  to  have  power  to  send  out  warrants,  and  take  the 
accounts." 

Sept.  6.  "  There  is  a  rate  of  £400  granted :  but  the  war- 
rants not  to  bee  sent  out  vntill  the  other  accounts  bee  cleared, 
and  that  to  bee  done  within  8  weeks,  and  these  after  named 
are  to  meete  the  first  Tewsday  in  November,  and  to  take  the 
Treasurers  account,  and  then  to  appoint  the  warrants  to  be 
sent  out.  The  committee  are  Mr.  Hathorne,  Capt.  Jennison, 
Mr.  Cooke,  Leift.  Sprage,  John  Johnson,  Mr.  Keayne,  Mr. 
Duncan,  Mr.  Hubbard,  Mr.  Rawson,  Mr.  Hull,  Mr.  Ballard, 
and  William  Reade." 

1639,  May  22.  *<  It  was  ordered  there  should  bee  a  levy  of 
£1000  raised  forthwith.  Of  this  £1000,  there  is  £250  ap- 
pointed and  alowed  to  build  a  house,  and  repair  the  batteries 
at  Castle  Island." 

Sept.  4.  <<  For  explanation  of  an  order,  made  the  third  of 
the  first  month,  1635,  concerning  publike  rates,  it  is  now  de- 
clared, that  by  publike  rates  is  intended  onely  such  rates  as  are 
asseassed  by  order  of  the  publike  Court,  for  the  countryes 
occations,  and  no  other." 

1640,  May  13.  "Mr.  Peck,  Mr.  Bates,  Mr.  Wheellock,  Mr. 
Duncan,  William  Parks,  Mr.  Tyinge,  Capt.  Sedgwick,  Mr. 
Sheopard,  Mr.  Flint,  Ensigne  Walker,  Mr.  Mayhewe,  Mr. 
Hauthorn,  Capt.  Denison,  Mr.  Woodbridge,  John  Crosse,  and 
Mr.  Batte  are  appointed  a  committee  to  consider  of  the  time 
and  manner  of  payment  of  a  rate  of  £1200,  and  to  lay  it  upon 
every  towne  proportionably,  and  so  it  was  ordered,  that  there 
should  be  a  levy  of  £1200  raysed,  whereof  Mr.  Humfrey  is 
granted  £250  to  relieve  his  necessity."  This  rate  was  ordered 
to  bee  paid  in  two  months. 

"  It  was  ordered,  that  in  paytnent,  silver  plate  should  passe 
at  5s.  the  ounce ;  good  ould  Indian  corne,  growing  hear,  being 
clean  and  marchantable,  at  5s.  the  bushell,  summer  wheate  at 
7^.  the  bushell,  rye  at  6/8.  the  bushell.  And  for  horses,  mares, 
cowes,  goats  and  hoggs,  there  is  a  committee  appointed  to 
valewe  them  under  their  worth  rather  than  above  their  worth." 
[Then  follow  the  names  of  the  towns  and  committees.] 

1  Agaimt  the  Pequodi. 
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As  one  means  of  lessening  the  amount  of  taxes,  a  charge  was 
made,  June  2,  1641,  on  the  beaver  trade. 

1641,  Oct.  7.  After  a  statement,  that  in  payments  of  corn, 
if  the  parties  could  not  agree  on  the  price,  '*  they  shall  choose 
two  indifferent  freemen,  and  if  they  cannot  agree,  the  third, 
to  bee  chosen  by  the  next  magistrate  or  constable,"  the  record 
adds,  "  and  for  payment  of  corne  for  rates  to  the  Treasurer, 
the  like  course  is  to  bee  held,  and  that  the  Treasurer  shall  not 
bee  forced  to  take  catlell." 

At  the  same  session,  a  committee  were  requested  ,to  obtain 
from  Mr.  Ward  a  copy  of  our  Colonial  Laws,  "  to  be  transcribed 
and  sent  to  the  several  towns."  Among  these  laws  was  the 
following: — "No  man  shall  be  rated  here  for  any  estaite  or 
revenue  he  hath  in  England,  or  in  any  forreine  partes,  till  it  be 
transported  hither." 

As  the  Records  of  the  General  Court  from  Oct.  7,  1641,  to 
May,  1642,  are  lost,  we  have  no  account  of  taxes  for  that  pe- 
riod, if  there  were  any.  At  the  last  of  these  two  dates,  the 
subsequent  vote  was  taken  : — 

"  Mr.  Wm.  Tynge,  goodman  Thomas  Line,  goodman  Heathe, 
Lt.  Duncan,  goodman  Cheesbro,  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Peck,  Mr. 
Sparhauke,  Mr.  Ayers,  Mr.  Noyse,  Leift.  Willard,  Mr.  Allen, 
Capt  Bridges,  Mr.  Batter,  Mr.  Whipple,  goodman  Boyse,  Mr. 
Rauson,  John  Saunders  and  goodman  Hay  ward  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  levy  and  proportion  a  rate  of  £800. 

"  Which  is  agreed  to  bee  paid,  halfe  the  last  of  the  6th  mo. 
next,  and  the  other  halfe  the  last  of  the  9th  mo.  next." 

Though,  so  far  as  the  writer  has  ascertained,  no  rates  are 
specified  for  the  towns  from  1642  to  1645,  yet  they  were  pro- 
bably assessed  and  collected  for  such  a  period  at  the  usual 
times,  in  order  to  meet  public  charges- 
Sept.  8,  1642.  "  It  was  ordered  that  for  the  payment  of  the 
rate,  (which  is  to  bee  paid  the  nynth  month,)  wheate  and  bar- 
ley shall  passe  at  4^.  the  bushell,  rye  and  pease  at  3/4.  the 
bushell,  Indian  corne  at  2/6.  the  bushell ;  in  these  at  these 
prices,  or  in  beaver,  money,  or  wampum,  pay  is  to  bee  made. 

"  It  is  ordered  that  £200  shalbee  aded  to  the  former  rate,  or 
seasment,  according  to  the  former  proportion." 

May  10,  1643.  "It  is  ordered,  that  for  the  rates  behind, 
what  is  paid  in  wheate,  shall  passe  at  4^^.  the  bushell,  so  that 
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if  losse  come,  the  townes  that  are  behind  to  bear  it,  and  to  take 
it  of  the  persons." 

Though  articles  of  confederation  between  Massachusetts, 
Plymouth,  Connecticut,  and  New  Haven,  were  adopted  ia 
August,  1643,  yet  it  did  not  essentially  alter  the  amount  of 
taxation  for  each  colony.  Their  contract  on  this  subject^  ran 
as  follows : — 

*'  It  is  by  these  confederals  agreed  that  the  charge  of  all  just 
warrs,  whether  offensiue  or  defensiue,  upon  what  part  or  mem< 
ber  of  this  confederacon  soeuer  they  fall,  shall,  both  in  men 
and  provisions  and  all  other  disbursements,  be  borne  by  all  the 
parts  of  this  confederacon  in  different  poporcons  according  to 
their  different  abillitie.  And  that  according  to  the  different 
numbers,  which  from  tyme  to  tyme  shalbe  found  in  eich  juris- 
diccon,  upon  a  true  and  just  account,  the  service  of  men  and 
all  charges  of  warr  be  borne  by  the  |X)ll :  eich  jurisdiccon  or 
plantacon  being  left  to  their  owne  just  course  and  custome  of 
rating  themselues  and  people  according  to  their  diferent  estates, 
with  due  respects  to  their  quallities  and  exemption  among 
themselues,  though  the  confederacon  take  no  notice  of  any 
such  priviledg :  and  that  according  to  their  differrent  charge  of 
eich  jurisdiccon  and  plantacon,  the  whole  advantage  of  the 
warr  (if  it  please  God  to  bless  their  endeavours)  whether  it  be 
in  lands,  goods  or  persons,  shall  be  proportionably  devided 
among  the  said  confederats." 

The  following  shows  one  of  the  methods  of  keeping  down 
our  colonial  rates : — 

Nov.  13,  1644  "Vintners  or  drawers  of  sack,  French  or 
other  wines,  are  to  pay  for  the  privilege." 

May  14,  1646.  "  This  levy^  of  £616.15,  each  townes  pro- 
portion is,  as  expressed.  It 's  determined,  y^  each  towne  should 
pay  y*  one  halfe  of  their  rate  to  y  Treasurer  within  3  mo.  in 
cattle  to  be  valewed  by  3  men,  indifferently  chosen  by  y* 
Treasurer,  and  owner  yof,  in  beaver,  money,  wheat  at  4/., 
barley  at  4/.,  rye  3/6.,  pease  3J/.,  Indian  come  2/8.  pr  bushel, 
and  y*  other  halfe  at  or  before  y**  last  of  y**  first  mo.  next. 

"It  is  ordered  that  Braintree  shalbe  abated  out  of  their  next 
levy,  for  their  deputies  lodging,  10/." 


1  Hasard,  2  v.,  pp.  2, 3.    Referred  to  on  p.  12S  of  the  pieseot  voluoe. 
*  See  the  foUowiag  table. 
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Rkfervkces  to  the  preckdiro  Table. —  (a)  This  rate  was  ordered  ander  (he 
Court  which  began  Oct.  1.  We  find  it  as  made  out  Nov.  8  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  remark 
thai,  for  a  considerable  period,  our  legislative  Courts,  under  the  first  charter,  did  not  have 
iheir  daily  transactions  dated.  Hence  many  of  tlieir  acts,  though  passed  ten  or  twenty  days 
or  longer,  after  they  began  their  se-ssion,  appear  under  no  other  date  than  that  on  which  they 
assemhied — (b)  'J  his  rate  was  under  the  session  of  8ept.  3.  Half  of  it  was  to  be  levied 
immediately,  and  the  other  prior  to  the  next  General  Court  — (c)  1  he  same  conditions  were 
annexed  to  the  tax  under  May  6,  as  last  mentioned.  Another  rate  was  required  under 
March  4,  1635,  see  p.  tiSj  —(d)  Under  Sept.  2.  To  be  paid  before  next  General  Court » 
(e)  Two  other  rates  were  ordered  for  this  year,  under  May  !2d,  and  Sept  8.  See  p.  216-7. — 
' "  The  last  lax  adds  up  £-^0  less  than  £l(XK),  Mr.  Hum- 
assessment 
under  May 
17,  and  ander  June  8.  taxes  were  ordered  to  be  raised.  See  p  Tl^,  — (i)  Under  date  of  Sept. 
fi,  see  p.  228.- (j)  Under  May  tt,  see  p.  S!28  -{k)  Under  May  13,  see  p.  228.— (1)  Under 
May ;  specified  June  10,  see  p.  229.— (m)  Under  May  14,  see  p.  230. 


{€)  1  wo  ouier  rates  were  oraerea  lor  mis  year,  nnaer  may  zo,  ana  sept  o.  see  p.  2 
(f  )(g)  Under  Aug.  I,  and  Nov.  2.  I'he  last  tax  adds  up  £20  less  than  £l(X)0,  Mi 
phrv°s  rate  beiiiff  remitted.  See  p.  227. — (h)  This  is  under  March  12.  With  an  ass 
on  Mr.  Theophims  b^aton  of  £^20,  its  amount  is  £1500.10.    Under  the  same  date,  uni 


Prices  of  Grain  for  Taxes. 

1635 J  March  4,  and  1636,  Sept.  8,  com  was  5/.  a  bushel. 

1637,  Nov.  2,  it  was  3/8. 

1640,  May  13,  Summer  wheat  7/. ;  rye  6/8. ;  com  5/. 

1642,  Sept.  8,  Wheat  and  barley  4/. ;  rye  and  peas  3/4. ; 
Indian  corn  2/6. 

1643,  May  10,  Wheat  4/6. 

1645,  May  14,  Wheat  and  barley  4/.  ,*  rye  and  peas  3/6. ; 
Indian  corn  2/8. 

Account  of  Ta^es,  recorded  only  in  their  totals. 

1635,  March  4,  £300 ;  1636,  May  25,  £200 ;  Sept.  8,  £1200; 
1638,  March  12,  £300 ;  May  17,  £200 ;  June  8,  £200. 

Adding  the  two  taxes  in  1636,  to  the  one  of  the  same  year 
particularized  for  each  town,  we  have  an  amount  of  £1700. 
This  was  a  heavy  rate,  in  view  of  the  number  and  means  of 
the  colonists.  One  reason  for  this  was  the  expedition  against 
the  Pequods  for  protecting  the  murderers  of  John  Oldham. 
Another  reason  probably  was,  that  some  service  money  was 
called  for  to  prevent  the  effort  in  England  to  withdraw  the 
Charter  of  Massachusetts,  and  bring  them  under  a  more  rigid 
jurisdiction  of  church  and  state.  But  the  greatest  total  of  tax, 
for  a  year,  which  the  writer  has  seen,  to  1645,  was  in  1638. 
The  larger  portion  of  it  was  laid  early  in  the  year,  which  indi- 
cates that  this  part  may  have  been  to  meet  expenses  of  war 
with  the  Pequods  in  1637.  A  further  call  for  such  a  sum  may 
have  been  partly  to  liquidate  charges  in  London  for  the  purpose 
previously  mentioned. 

While  there  was  a  joint  stock  company,  continued  for  pur- 
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poses  of  our  colonial  trade,  who  had  their  treasurer  in*  England, 
after  Gov.  Winthrop  came  over,  there  was  also  a  common  stock 
company,  whose  funds  were  raised  by  advancing  in  the  ratio 
of  £50  for  200  acres  of  land  in  Massachusetts,  and  who  had  a 
treasurer  there  as  late  as  Sept.  3,  1634,  when  a  like  official  was 
requested  to  be  chosen.  The  object  in  presenting  the  latter 
company,  is  to  state,  that  as  they  agreed  that  their  money 
should  be  expended  towards  public  charges,  this  was  probably 
one  cause  why  the  towns  were  not  rated  till  towards  the  close 
of  1633,  except  for  some  particular  thing  specified,  and  not  for 
general  disbursements  of  government. 

As  previously  suggested,  the  tax  on  each  poll  was  probably 
1/8.  till  1646.     Respecting  estate,  it  was  Id,  on  a  pound. 

Transactions  of   General   Court,   relative  to   Taxation   and 

Valuation,  from  1644  to  J  676. 

1645,  Aug.  12.  "  It  is  voted,  y'  the  levy,  that  shalbe  issued 
out  of  this  Court  for  this  expedition,^  shtilbe  the  same  y^  was 
granted  the  last  Cort,  viz.  616.15$.  to  be  proportioned,  as  the 
former  rate  was,  upon  the  severall  townes,  to  be  paid  into  the 
treasury,  the  one  halfe  thereof  at  the  time  of  payment  of  the 
first  halfe  of  the  last  rate,  which  is  in  8th  month  next,  and  the 
other  halfe  of  this  rate  with  the  other  part  of  the  last  rate  in 
the  begining  of  the  first  month  next." 

Oct.  1.  As  one  means  of  meeting  public  charges,  and 
thereby  diminishing  taxes  on  estates.  General  Court  impose 
duties  on  all  sorts  of  wines,  with  some  qualifications. 

"  Whereas  y"  Court  hath  found,  by  much  experience,  what 
damage  y*  country  sustaines  for  want  of  keeping  exact  accounts 
of  all  moneys  y*  is  due  to  y*  country  either  by  gifts,  fines, 
rates,  legacies,  and  otherwise,  as  also  of  moneys  issuing  from 
y®  couptrey,  upon  severall  occasions,  they  have  thought  fit  y» 
15th  of  y*^  8th  mo.  1645,  to  elect  and  make  choyce  of  Leift. 
Nathaniel  Duncan  to  be  auditor  generall  for  y'  country,  and 
have  confered  upon  him  thirty  pounds  pr  annum." 

1646,  May  6.  "  It  is  ordered  y'  y®  Secretary  doe  send  forth 
warrants  to  all  constables  to  bring  into  one  of  y®  Commissioners 
for  y"  Vnited  Collonyes,  y«  just  number  of  all  y"  males  within 
their  seuerall  townes,  betweene  y  ages  of  16  to  60,  by  y^  end 
of  y®  4th  month  next,  y*  y*  chardge  of  y**  late  expedicon  and 

^  Against  (he  Indians. 
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y«  wampam  dew  from  y«  Narrowgansctt  may.  be  dewly  pro- 
porconed,  and  y^  for  time  to  come  y*^  Commissioners  for  y* 
Vnited  Collonys,  shall,  vpon  all  such  occacons,  send  forth  their 
oune  warrant  to  y*  constables  for  y*  same  purpose,  y*  this 
Courte  may  not  be  troubled  herewith,  nor  y*  service  neglected 
for  time  to  come." 

Oct.  7.  "  Whereas  this  Corte  hath  found  it  necessary  to 
send  an  agent  into  England  to  negociate  for  this  Colony  with 
the  Parliament,  from  which  wee  have  lately  suffered,  for  that 
there  was  none  there  to  informe  the  same  in  our  behalfe,  and 
whereas  the  treasurer  saith  he  hath  not  any  thing  of  the  coun- 
trye's  in  his  hands  to  furnish  such  an  agent  for  such  a  voyage, 
nor  to  defray  the  charges  of  the  Cortes,  nor  pay  the  debts  the 
country  owes,  wee  do  conceive,  that  there  is  ungathered  up 
of  rates  formerly  asseased  and  the  fines  heretofore  imposed 
upon  severall  persons,  sufficient  to  discharge  a  greate  part  of 
the  debts  of  the  country,  and  that  the  cause  of  our  present 
wants  lyes  in  the  cunstables,  marshall,  auditor,  or  treasurer,  in 
not  doing  their  duties  therein,  according  to  lawes  for  the  same 
already  provided  :  we  do  therefore  desire  that  all  these  ofiicers 
may  be  presently  called  to  account,  and  that  where  ever  the 
fault  is  found,  such  persons  may  be  proceeded  against  according 
to  law,  the  rather  because  wee  perceive  a  likelihood  of  y*  pre- 
sent dissolution  of  Corte  and  our  owne  mine  not  long  after  to 
follow  if  this  be  npt  done,  we  have  therefore  chosen  Mr.  Hib* 
bens,  Capt.  Eeayne  and  the  Surveyor  Generall,  as  a  committee, 
to  examine  the  persons  above  mentioned  and  their  accountes, 
and  make  their  report  the  9th  month  next." 

As  the  fullest  and  most  important  law  on  rates  and  valuation 
in  our  colony,  up  to  this  time,  we  give  the  following,,  though 
succeeded  by  another  of  like  import,  the  next  year. 

1646,  Nov.  4.  <'  That  a  due  proportion  may  be  had  in  all 
publike  rates:  It  is  ordered,  y'  every  male,  within  this  jurisdic- 
tion, servant,  or  other,  of  y^  age  of  16  yeares  and  upward,  shall 
pay  yearly  into  y"  comon  treasnrry  y*  sume  of  20rf.  and  so  in 
some  proportionable  way  for  all  estates,  viz  :  y^  all  and  every 
person  y^  have  estates  shall  pay  one  penny  for  every  209. 
estate,  both  for  lands  and  goods,  (and  y^  every  laborer,  artificer 
and  handicraffts  man,  y'  usually  take,  in  summer  time,  above 
18d.  by  y*  day  wages,  or  worke  by  greate,  which  by  due  valu- 
ation amounts  to  more  than  \8d,  by  y^  day,  shall  pay  per 
annum  3/4.  into  the  treasury  over  and  besides  y*  20d.  before 
mentioned,)  and  for  all  others  not  particularly  herein  expressed, 
as  smiths  of  all  sorts,  butchers,  bakers,  cooks,  victuallers,  etc. 
according  to  their  returnes  and  incomings,  to  be  rated  proper- 
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tioDable  to  y*  produce  of  y*  estates  of  other  men,  provided  y* 
such  as  are  pore,  by  sicknes,  lameiies,  or  other  infirmity,  (which 
makes  them  uncapable  of  such  rates,)  are  hereby  exempted,  as 
also  such  servants  and  children,  as  take  no  wages,  their  masters 
or  parents  shall  pay  for  y*",  but  such  as  take  wages  shall  pay 
for  y"selue,  y®  order  for  exemption  of  magistrates  for  £600 
estate,  to  abide  in  force  notwithstanding.     And  hereby  power 
is  given  to  y"  treasurer  for  y*  yeare  being,   by  warrant  to  y* 
constable,  in  defect  of  payment,  to  attach  persons,  in  case  goods 
or  lauds  cannot  be  found,  and  also  to  seize  lands  or  gqods,  for 
such  rates,  yet  not  to  meddle  with  lands,  where  sufficient  estate 
of  goods  or  chattels  appeare.    For  y*  avoyding  of  all  complaints, 
by  reason  of  unequall  rates,  either  of  townes  or  persons,  occa* 
sioned  through  y*  want  of  one  generall  way  and  rule  of  rateing 
through  out  y*  country,  and  y^  levies  hereafter  may  bee  more 
easy,  equall  and  certaine  :  It  is  hereby  ordered,  y^  in  all  publike 
rates,  (till  this  Courte  take  further  order  therein,)  all  sortes  of 
cattle  shalbe  valued,  as  hereafter  is  exprest,  viz  :  cowes  of  four 
year  ould  and  upward,  5L  ;  heifers  and  steers,  betwixt  3  and  4 
yeare  ould,  4/. ;  heifers  and  steers  between  2  and  3  year  ould, 
50^. ;  and  between  1  and  2  year  ould  30^. ;  oxen  4  year  ould 
and  upward,  6/. ;  horses  and  mares  4  year  ould  and  upward,  7L; 
3  year  ould,  51. ;  betwixt  2  and  3  year  ould,  3/. ;  yearlins,  2L  ; 
sheepe  above  a  year  ould,  30s. ;  goates  above  a  year  ould,  8s. ; 
swine  above  a  year  ould,  20s. ;  asses  above  a  year  ould,  21. ; 
houses,  lands  of  all  sorts,  marchantable  goods,  mills,  shipps, 
lesser  vessels  and  boates,  cranes,  wharfes,  together  with  all 
other  visible  estate,  reall  and  personall,  y^  any  person  is  pos- 
sessed of,  or  hath  in  his  custody,  either  at  sea  or  on  shore,  to 
be  valued  in  y*  severall  townes  according  to  their  worth  in  y* 
said  places,  where  they  are  proportionable  to  y^  aforesaid  prizes 
of  cattle,  and  it  is  the  meaning  of  this  order,  y^  because  arrable 
ground,  medowe  and  cattle  are  to  be  rated,  y^  therefore  hay, 
together  with  all  corne  growing  in  the  country,  in  y®  husband- 
man's hand,  shall  not  be  liable  to  any  rate,  or  for  avoyding  all 
partiality  in   rating   lands,   and   other  estate  not   particulerly 
prized  in  this  order ;  It  is  ordered  y*  y'  shalbe  by  every  towne 
one  of  their  inhabitants  chosen  by  y®  freemen  of  y*  said  towne, 
who,  with  the  select  townes  men,  shall  take  y®  just  number  of 
their  males,  and  also  shall  make  a  true  valuation  of  all  things 
rateable  by  this  order,  which  inhabitants  aforesaid,  for  their 
severall  townes  respectively  shall  meete  at  their  sheire  townes, 
upon  y*  2th  4th  day  of  y^  first  month  next  ensuing,  to  examine 
y^  truth  and  equity  of  each  townes  proceeding  herein,  who 
shall  correct  and  determine,  as  to  y®  maine  part  of  them,  seems 
right  and  iust  to  be  done  according  to  y*  true  intent  of  this 
order,  which  asseasments  of  y^  severall  townes  they  shall, 
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under  their  hands,  forthwith  deliver  to  y*  treasurer,  who  shall 
also  forthwith  send  forth  his  warrants,  for  levying  y®  same 
within  one  month,  whereby  he  may  have  to  answere  y^  en- 
gagements of  y®  country,  and  all  asseasments,  for  estates,  shall 
henceforth  be  made  y®  first  4th  day  of  y*  6th  mo.  from  time  to 
time,  but  all  levies  for  y®  persons  shalbe  made  and  paid  into  y^ 
treasury  in  y*"  first  mo.  from  year  to  year,  as  is  provided  in  y* 
order  aforesaid.*' 

1647,  Oct.  27.  <^  Forasmuch  as  there  are  divers  inhabitants 
in  divers  townes,  who,  leaving  their  severall  habitations,  and 
thereby  drawing  much  of  y®  income  of  their  estates  to  other 
townes,  and  thereby  y®' ministry  is  much  neglected  ;  It  is  there- 
fore ordered  by  this  Court  and  the  authority  thereof,  y*  from 
henceforth  all  lands,  cattell  and  other  estates  of  any  kind  what- 
soever, shalbe  liable  to  be  rated  to  all  common  charges  what- 
soever, either  for  y*  church,  towne,  or  commonweale  in  y* 
same  place  where  y"  said  estate  is." 

As  a  continued  means  to  ease  the  burden  of  taxation  on  the 
colonists  at  large,  it  was  ordered  by  General  Court  that  Com- 
panies for  trading  with  the  Indians  should  pay  into  the  public 
treasury  2d.  for  every  skin  which  they  purchased,  for  their 
privilege. 

As  a  substitute  for  the  law  on  rates  and  valuation  the  last 
year,  the  subsequent  one  is  presented.  Among  the  particulars 
wherein  this  differs  from  that,  is  2/6.  for  a  poll  tax  instead  of 
1/8.,  which  had  been  the  proportion,  and  was  afterwards,  for 
most  of  the  time,  to  the  second  charter. 

Oct.  27,  1647.  '*  For  a  more  equall  and  ready  way  of  raising 
monyes  for  defraying  publike  charges  in  time  to  come,  and  for 
preventing  such  inconveniences  as  have  fallen  out  vpon  former 
asseasments :  It  is  ordered  and  enacted  by  y*  authority  of  y' 
Courte,  y*  y*  treasurer,  for  y*  time  being,  shall,  from  yeare  to 
yeare  in  y"  5th  mo.  (without  expecting  any  other  order),  send 
forth  his  warrant  to  y®  cunstable,  and  selectmen  of  every  towne 
within  y'  jurisdiction,  requiring  y®  cunstable  to  call  together  y" 
inhabitants  of  y*'  towne,  who  being  so  assembled,  shall  choose 
some  one  of  their  freemen  to  be  a  commissioner  for  their  towne, 
who,  together  with  the  selectmen  for  y*"  prudentiall  affaires, 
shall,  some  time  or  times  in  y®  6th  mo.  y°  next  ensuing,  make 
a  list  of  all  y*  males  in  y*  same  towne  from  16  years  old  and 
upward,  and  a  true  estimate  of  all  personall  and  reall  estate  in 
y°  same  towne  according  to  iust  valuation,  and  to  what  persons 
y*"  same  doth  belong,  (whether  in  their  owne  towne  or  other- 
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where,)  so  neere  as  they  can,  by  all  lawfnll  wayes  and  roeanes, 
which  they  may  use,  viz :  of  houses,  lands,  except  such  as 
doth,  or  shall  lye  common,  for  y*  feede  of  cattell  to  y*  use  of  y* 
inhabitants  in  generall,  whether  belonging  to  townes,  or  partic- 
ular persons,  but  not  to  be  kept,  or  heardod  upon  it  to  y®  dam- 
age of  y®  proprietors;  mils,  ships  and  all  smaller  vessels, 
marchantable  goods,  cranes,  wharfes,  and  all  sorts  of  cattell, 
and  all  other  visible  estate,  either  at  sea  or  on  shore,  all  which 
persons  and  estates  are  by  y*  said  commissioner  and  selectmen 
to  be  asseased,  and  rated  as  here  foUoweth,  viz  :  every  person, 
aforesaid,  except  magistrates,  2/6  by  y''  head,  and  all  estates, 
both  reall  and  personall  at  Id,  for  every  20^.  according  to  y* 
rates  of  cattell,  hereafter  mentioned,  and  for  a  more  certaine  rule 
in  rating  of  cattell,  every  cowe  of  4  year  ould  and  upward  shal  be 
rated  at  6L  :  every  heifer  and  steer  between  3  and  4  year  ould 
4/.,  and  between  2  and  3  year  ould  60s.  ;  and  between  1  and  2 
year  ould  305. ;  every  oxe  of  4  year  ould  and  upward  6/. ;  every 
horse  and  mare  4  year  ould  and  upward  7L  ;  of  3  year  ould  5L ; 
between  2  and  3  year  ould  3/. ;  of  one  year  old  405.  ;  every 
sheepe  above  one  year  ould  305. ;  every  goate  above  1  year 
ould  85. ;  every  swine  above  1  year  ould  205. ;  every  asse 
above  1  year  ould  405. ;  and  all  cattell  of  all  sortes  under  a 
year  ould  are  hereby  exempted  and  for  all  such  persons,  as  by 
advantage  of  their  artes  and  trade,  etc.  are  more  abled  to  help 
bear  y*  publike  charge  y**  common  laborers  and  workemen,  as 
botchers,  bakers,  brewers,  smiths,  carpenters,  taylors,  show- 
makers,  ioyners,  barbers,  millers,  masons,  with  all  other  manual 
persons,  and  artists,  etc.,  such  are  to  be  rated  for  their  returnes 
and  gaines  proportionable  to  other  men  for  estates,  provided  y^ 
in  y*  rate  by  y^  pole,  such  persons  as  are  disabled  by  sicknes, 
lamenes  or  other  infirmity  shalbe  exempted,  and  for  such  ser- 
vants and  children  as  take  no  wages,  their  parents  and  masters 
are  10  pay  for  y™,  but  such  as  take  wages  are  to  pay  for  y^selues. 
And  it  is  further  ordered  y*  y®  commissioners  of  y*  severall 
townes  in  every  sheir  shall  yearly  upon  y*  4th  day  of  y®  7th 
mo.  assemble  at  y'  sheir  lowne,  and  bring  with  y"  fairely  writ- 
ten y"  number  of  males  listed  as  aforesaid,  and  y*  asseasment 
of  estates,  made  in  y'  severall  townes  according  to  y*  rules  and 
directions  in  y*  present  order  expressed,  and  y*  said  Commis- 
sioners being  so  assembled  shall  duely  and  carefully  examine 
all  y*  said  lists  and  asseasments  of  y*  severall  townes  in  y^  sheir, 
and  shall  correct  and  perfect  y*  same  according  to  y^true  intent 
of  y*  order,  as  they  or  y*  maior  part  of  y"  shall  determine,  and 
y*  same  so  perfected,  they  shall  speedily  transmit  to  y*  Treasurer 
under  y'  hands  or  y*  hands  of  y*  maior  part  of  y",  and  y'upon 
y*  Treasurer  shall  give  warrant  to  y*  Cunstables  to  collect  and 
lery  y*  same,  so  as  7*  whole  asseasment  (both  for  peitens  and 
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estates)  may  be  paid  into  y«  Treasurer  before  y«  20th  of  y«  9th 
mo.  yearly,  and  every  one  shall  pay  their  rate  to  y*  Cunstable 
in  y®  same  towne  where  it  shall  be  asseased  (nor  shall  any  land 
or  estate  be  rated  in  any  other  towne  y  where  y*  same  shall 
lye,  if  it  be  within  y*  jurisdiction)  and  if  y®  Treasurer  cannot 
dispose  of  it  y',  y"  Cunstable  is  to  send  it  to  such  place  in 
Boston  as  y^  Treasurer  shall  appoint,  at  y®  charge  of  the  Coun- 
try to  be  alowed  y*  Cunstable  upon  his  account  with  y*  Treas- 
urer, and  for  all  peculiers,  viz  ;  such  places  as  are  not  layd 
within  y^  bounds  of  any  towne,  y''  same  lands,  with  y*  persons 
y'upon  shalbe  asseased  by  y*  rates  of  y*  towne  next  unto  it,  y* 
measure  and  estimation  to  be  by  y®  distance  of  y^  meeting 
houses,  if  any  of  y^  said  Commissioners,  or  selectmen  shall 
witingly  faile,  or  neglect  to  performe  y^  trust  committed  to  y"' 
by  y*  order  in  not  making,  correcting,  perfecting  or  transmiting 
any  of  y®  said  lists,  or  asseasments  according  to  y**  intent  of  y* 
order,  every  such  offender  shalbe  fined  40^.  for  every  such 
offence,  or  so  much,  as  y^  Country  shalbe  damnified  y''by,  so  as 
it  exceed  not  40^.  provided  y^  such  offence  be  complained  of 
and  prosecuted  in  due  course  of  law,  within  6  mouths.  And  it 
is  further  ordered  y^  upon  all  distresses  to  be  taken  for  any  of 
y®  rates,  or  asseasments  aforesaid,  y®  officer  shall  distraine  goods 
or  cattell,  if  they  may  be  had,  and  if  no  goods,  y°  lands  or 
houses  ;  if  neither  goods  nor  lands  can  be  had  within  y^  Towne 
where  such  distresses  is  (are)  to  be  taken,  y*^  upon  such  returne 
to  y^  Treasurer,  he  shall  give  warrant  to  attach  y*  body  of  such 
person  to  be  carried  to  prison,  y'  to  be  kept  till  y^  next  Courte 
of  y^  shire,  except  payment  be  made  in  y^  meane  time. 

And  it  is  further  ordered  y*  y*  prizes  of  all  sortes  of  corne  to 
be  received  upon  any  rate  by  vertue  of  y*  order  shalbe  as  y* 
Courte  shall  set  from  year  to  year,  and  in  default  hereof  they 
shalbe  accepted  at  y*  price  current  to  be  iudged  by  y®  Commis- 
sioners of  Suffolk  and  Middlesex.  The  asseasment,  which 
should  have  bene  made  vpon  estates  y*  6th  mo.  last,  having 
bene  omitted,  shalbe  forthwith  called  for  by  the  Treasurer  to  be 
asseased  and  gathered  according  to  y*  present  order  (save  onely 
for  y*  time)  with  all  possible  expedition  for  discharging  y* 
pressing  engagements  of  y^  Country.  The  former  order  for 
asseasments  made  y®  (9)-'46  is  hereby  repealed,  saving  y^  clause 
for  exemption  of  magistrates  for  600/.  etc.  which  is  ordered  to 
continue,  for  3  years  next  following  after  y*  next  Courte  of 
elections."  "The  prizes  of  corne  for  y*  rate  to  be  now  gath- 
ered, are  ordered  by  y*  Courte  to  be  wheat  4/6,  barly  4/,  rye 
and  peas  3/6,  Indian  3/.  per  bushell." 

164S,  May  10.  After  appointing  the  Auditor  General  and 
Capt.  Tyng  to  examine  and  report  on  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
annually,  the  General  Court  ordered, 
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**  That  the  Commissioners  for  the  rates,  in  every  sheire  shall 
within  one  month  after  their  sheir  meeting,  send  into  the 
Auditor  Generall  a  true  transcript  of  the  rates  of  the  severall 
Townes  within  such  sheire,  who  shall  deliver  them  over  to  the 
Treasurer  to  be  collected,  as  by  the  former  order  for  that  end 
established." 

1648,  Oct.  18.  "  It  is  ordered,  that  all  sorts  of  corne,  which 
shall  be  paid  in  the  country  rates  shalbe  paid  at  these  rates  and 
prizes  following,  videlicet,  wheate  and  barly  at  5/.  per  bushell, 
rye  and  pease  at  4/,  Indian  3/.  This  order  shall  not  concerne 
the  prizes  of  any  corne,  other  than  what  is  paid  in  for  rates." 

Dec.  11.  The  principal  item,  whereby  our  Colonial  author* 
ities  diminished  the  public  tax,  were  the  customs  on  wines, 
which  were  farmed  or  let  by  them  to  contractors  for  one  year 
at  £120. 

1649,  May  2.  For  a  like  object  the  inhabitants  of  Plymouth, 
Connecticut  and  New  Haven,  who  imported  or  exported  mer« 
chandise  to  and  from  Massachusetts  Bay,  were  required  to  pay 
duties  on  peltry  at  2d.  a  skin,  on  merchandise  at  10^.  a  ton,  on 
meal  and  corn  of  all  sorts  at  2d,  a  bushel,  on  biscuit  at  &d,  per 
cwt.  to  be  entered  with  the  Auditor  General. 

'<It  is  ordered,  that  it  shall  not  be  in  the  liberty  of  any 
Towne,  or  person  to  pay  peage  to  the  Country  rate,  nor  shall 
the  Treasurer- accept  thereof  from  time  to  time." 

With  regard  to  this  article,  an  order  had  been  passed,  Oct 
18,  1648,  as  follows: 

"  It  is  voted  for  tryall,  untill  the  next  Courte,  that  all  passa- 
ble or  payable  peage  henceforth  shalbe  intire  without  breaches 
both  the  white  and  black,  without  deforming  spots,  sntably 
strung,  in  eight  knowne  parcels,  the  Id.,  2d.,  \2d..  5s.,  in  white, 
the  2d.,  6d.,  2^s.,  and  10s.  in  black." 

The  Court  had  ordered  that  each  trooper  should  be  exempt- 
ed from  country  rates  for  person  and  horse,  and  have  5s. 
annually  from  the  public  treasury. 

Oct.  17.  "  It  is  ordered  that  the  prizes  of  all  sorts  of  Graine, 
for  this  yeare,  out  of  any  of  which  the  inhabitants  of  this  Juris- 
diction may  sattisfy  the  Country  levy,  shall  be  wheace  at  5s., 
barly  6/6,  pease  and  rye  4/,  Indian  corne  3/." 

1650,  Oct.  15.  "  It  is  ordered  by  this  Courte  that  all  sortes 
of  Corne  shall  be  pajd  into  the  Country  rate  at  these  prizes  fol- 
lowing, viz :  Wheate  and  Barly  at  5s.  per  bushell,  Rye  and 
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Pease  at  4^.,  Indjan  at  35. ,  marchantable  and  all  other  things 

pajd  into  the  Countrje  rate  to  be  vatiewed  by  indifferent  men 

according  to  the  seuerall  prizes  of  all  sortes  of  corne  above 
mentioned." 

The  last  clause,  as  to  standard  value,  was  added  to  the  annual 
orders  for  prices  of  grain  after  this  date  for  several  years. 

1661,  May  7.  "  This  Courte  taking  into  consideration  the 
many  engagements  that  lye  vpon  vs  in  respect  of  debts  due  to 
be  pajd  to  seuerall  persons  from  the  Countrje,  as  also  other 
necessary  vnavojdeable  expences  that  are  like  to  fall  out  this 
yeare  :  doe  order  that  for  these  ends  and  purposes  above  men- 
tioned there  shall  be  levjed  this  yeare  ensuing  one  rate  and  a 
halfe,  viz  :  halfe  as  much  more  as  in  other  yeares  to  be  levjed 
and  pajd  in  after  the  vsuall  manner  provided  by  lawe." 

"  To  the  end  that  all  publicke  chardges  may  be  equally  borne 
and  that  some  may  not  be  eased  and  others  burdened,  and  being 
found  by  experience  that  visible  estates  in  lands,  corne,  catle, 
are  according  to  order  wholy  and  fully  taxed,  but  the  estates  of 
merchants,  in  the  hands  of  neighbors,  straingers  or  their  factors, 
are  not  so  obvious  to  view  but  vpon  search  little  of  their  estates 
doe  appeare,  being  of  great  vallew,  so  that  the  lawe  doth  not 
reach  them  by  that  rule  of  taxing  visible  estates,  Itt  is  therefore 
ordered  and  enacted  by  this  Courte  and  the  authoritye  thereof, 
that  all  merchants,  shopkeepers  and  factors  shall  be  assessed  by 
the  rule  of  common  estimation  according  to  the  will  and  doome 
of  the  Assessors,  in  such  cases  appointed,  having  regard  to  their 
stocke  and  estate,  bee  it  presented  to  vejw  or  not,  in  whose 
hands  soeuer  it  be,  that  such  great  estates  as  come  yeerely  into 
the  Countrje  may  beare  their  proportion  in  publicke  chardges, 
yett,  if  any  finde  themselves  ouer  vallewed,  if  they  cann  make 
it  appeare  to  the  Assessors,  they  are  to  be  eased  by  them,  if  not, 
by  the  next  County  Courte." 

Contradicentes,  John  Leverett,  Jerr:  Houchin,  Tho.  Clarke, 
and  another  volume  adds  Mr.  Glover,  Hugh  Caulkin,  Capt. 
Allen,  Capt.  Hawthorne,  Joseph  Jewet,  Maxi :  Jewet,  Capt. 
Gookin. 

Oct.  14.  "  It  is  ordered  by  this  Courte  that  all  sorts  of  come 
shall  be  pajd  into  the  Countrje  rate  for  the  yeare  ensuing  at 
these  prises  following,  viz :  Wheate  and  Barley  at  5s.  per  bush- 
ell.  Rye  at  4s.,  Pease  at  3/8  and  Indean  at  3s." 

1652,  Oct.  19.  "  lit  is  ordered  by  this  Court  that  all  sortes 
of  Corne  shall  be  pajd  into  the  Countrje  rate  for  this  yeere  en- 
suing at  theise  prizes  following,  viz  :  Wheate  and  Barly  at  6s. 
per  bushell,  Rye  and  Pease  at  4s.  and  Indjan  corne  at  3s." 
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1663,  May  18.  <<  Whereas  the  order,  made  to  regulate  ia 
pointe  of  Rateiug  for  the  Countrje's  vse,  provided  how  horses, 
mares  and  colts  should  be  valued,  which  at  present  is  farre 
belowe  what  they  are  worth,  for  redressing  of  which  this  Court 
doth  order,  that  henceforth  euery  mare,  horse  or  guelding  of 
fower  yeeres  old  or  vpwards,  shall  be  valued  in  the  Countrje 
rate  at  sixteene  pounds,  and  of  three  yeeres  old  at  teen  pounds, 
and  of  two  yeeres  old  and  vpwards  at  seuen  pounds,  and  one 
yeere  old  at  three  pounds  tenn  shillings,  any  lawe  or  custome 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  And  further  it  is  ordered 
that  this  lawe  shall  continew  for  two  yeeres  only,  vnlesse  the 
Gennerall  Courte  shall  see  cawse  to  contjnew  or  alter  it." 

*<  There  having  binn  more  then  ordjuary  expences  this  yeare, 
by  reason  of  the  troubles  and  other  needefull,  and  vrgent  occa- 
sions, so  that  the  annuall  Countrje  levy  will  not  reach  to  satis* 
faction  of  our  engagements,  Itt  is  therefore  ordered  by  this 
Courte,  that  the  Treasurer  shall  forthwith  issue  out  warrants  to 
the  Connstables  of  the  seuerall  Tonnes  in  this  Jurisdiccon 
requireing  them  to  signify  to  y®  selectmen  of  each  Toune,  that 
at  the  tjme  appointed  for  the  yearly  making  of  Rates,  each 
Touue's  proportion  be  as  much  more  as  hath  binn  vsually  in 
tjme  past  both  in  regard  of  heads  and  estates  and  doe  therefore 
order  the  selectmen  to  act  heerein  accordingly." 

Aug.  30.  <<  Yppon  sonndry  complaints  of  the  great  taxatjons 
vppon  the  Countrje  in  reference  to  publick  charges  respect- 
ing the  weighty  occasions  of  this  Commonwealth  and  for  sat- 
tisfaction  of  the  Countrje  therein,  Itt  is  ordered  by  this  Court 
and  the  authoritje  thereof,  that  Mr.  Increase  Nowell,  Mr.  Ed* 
ward  Ting  and  Mr.  Joseph  Hills  shall  joyne  with  the  Auditor 
Gennerall  to  examine  and  take  the  Treasurer's  accompts,  who 
shall  present  the  same  vnder  their  hands  vnto  the  next  session 
of  the  Gennerall  Court,  according  to  the  lawe  page  16  in  the 
second  booke.  And  itt  is  further  ordered,  that  in  case  of  non 
pajment  as  that  lawe  provides,  that  then  the  Treasurer  shall 
tender  his  annual  accompts  vnto  the  Gennerall  Court.  And 
further  itt  is  ordered  that  the  seuerall  grosse  sommes  of  all  the 
incomes,  viz :  vppon  the  annuall  rate,  vppon  Imposts,  vintners, 
entering  of  accons,  fines,  forfeitures,  etc.  as  also  of  all  expenses, 
viz :  of  all  Courts,  Commissioners,  Gratujtjes,  vnto  the  Gen- 
nerall Court  annually  and  expressed  in  ^11  the  coppies  of  the 
Lawcs,  sent  vnto  the  seuerall  Tounes,  made  in  the  first  sessions 
of  the  Court  of  Eleccon,  whereby  the  true  state  of  things  in 
that  respect,  may  be  obvjous  to  all  that  are  concerned  therein. 

^*  Ordered  that  the  rate  on  each  poll,  shall  be  1/8  and  no 
more." 

This  indicates  a  decided  preference  for  the  custom,  preceding 
the  law  of  Oct.  27,  1647. 
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With  regard  to  our  subject,  as  viewed  nearly  two  centuries 
ago,  we  quote  the  following  document. 

"To  the  Honored  Gouernor,  Deputie  Gouernor,  Majestrates 
and  respectiue  Deputies  of  the  Country,  now  assembled  at 
the  Generall  Court  in  Boston.     1,  7mo.   1653. 

"  The  humble  peticon  of  the  freemen  and  inhabitants  of  the 
Towne  of  Boston. 

"  May  it  please  the  honored  Court  to  take  into  y  serious 
consideracon  the  great  and  waighty  charge  that  lyeth  vpon  the 
country  by  reason  of  the  greate  levies  which  yearely  is  (are) 
layd  vpon  us  and  which  wee  (though  not  without  complaints) 
baue  hitherto  payd:  yett  not  without  some  hope  and  expecta- 
tion of  easement,  though  all  in  vayne  hitherto,  we  intreate  you 
will  please  to  remember,  that  it  is  not  long  since  there  was 
more  then  an  ordinary  rate  called  for,  intending  the  satisfaction 
of  all  the  debts  the  country  did  owe,  for  which  end,  though  it 
seemed  heavy,  yet  it  was  chearfully  satisfyed  and  payd,  but 
how  it  reached  its  end,  is  best  knowne  to  them,  whoe  had  the 
disposing  thereof,  for  wee  neuer  had  any  account  thereof,  which 
we  desire  may  be  giuen  to  euery  towne  yearely  in  perticulers. 
Neverthelesse  we  haue  hitherto  wayted  and  ho)^d  that  some 
way  or  other  might  haue  bene  found  for  our  releefe  herein,  and 
that  impost  and  custome  of  wynes  would  haue  bene  some  help 
to  spare  the  countrey's  charge :  but  now  wee  discerne  that  in- 
stead of  lessening  our  charge,  it  is  enlarged  to  a  double  rate. 
And  in  respect  of  Polle  money,  wee  apprehend  the  parallel  is 
not  in  any  countrey,  where  the  sword  is  not  drawne  either  in 
offensiue  or  defensiue  ware.  Wee  therefore  doe  humbly  en- 
treat that  our  peticon  may  not  be  looked  at  as  vselesse,  much 
lesse  greevous  vnto  you,  that  we  declare  our  mynd  in  this  sort, 
being  constrayned  therevnto  by  reason  of  the  great  burdens 
that  lye  vpon  us,  which  wee  humbly  entreat,  that  some  speedy 
course  may  be  taken  for  our  releefe  herein.  We  therefore 
craue  leaue  to  present  some  few  proposicons  to  this  honored 
Court,  which  wee  apprehend  may  be  of  meanes  to  this  end. 

"  First.  That  there  may  be  shire  deputies  for  each  county 
according  to  the  number  of  freemen  in  each  county,  not  exceed- 
ing six  deputies  in  a  county,  and  that  each  county  may  bear 
the  charg  of  their  deputies. 

"2dly.  That  our  majestrates  and  commissioners  for  the 
Colony  may  be  allowed  such  a  certain  sum  per  annum,  as  may 
be  thought  meete,  and  they  to  beare  their  owne  charges  in  all 
courts  and  meetings. 

"  3dly.  That  our  majestrates  respectively  may  beare  their 
part  in  common  charges  as  well  as  others,  who  are  in  publike 
imployments  in  the  countrey. 
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"  41y.  That  the  actions  of  all  courts  may  be  so  ordered,  that 
the  actions  of  eich  court  may  beare  the  charges  of  the  courts  ; 
for  why  should  the  countrey  beare  the  charges  of  perticuler 
men's  actions?  Hopeing  this  honored  Corte  will  make  a 
fauourable  construction  of  our  requeste,  we  desire  to  commend 
you  and  your  waighty  affaires  to  y*  Lorde. 

"  We  whose  names  are  vnder  written  were  ordered  to  sub- 
scribe it  in  y*  name  of  y*  whole  towne. 

Natha:  Duncan,     Thomas  Savage,  Samuel  Cole, 

Richard  Parker,    Anthony  Stoddard,  Edward  Hutchinson, 

Edward  Tynge,    William  Brenton,  James  Oliver, 

Thomas  Marshall,  Peter  Oliver." 

1654,  Oct.  18.  "Ordered  that  all  sorts  of  come  shall  be 
pajd  in  the  countrje  rate  for  this  yeare  ensuing  at  these  prises, 
viz  :  wheat  and  barly  at  5^.  per  bushell,  rye  and  pease  at  4^., 
and  Indian  at  3s.,  and  all  other  things  pajd  into  the  countrje 
shall  henceforth  be  apprized  according  to  law  as  ready  money." 

Indian  (corn)  was  2/8.  if  paid  by  March  10th,  and  3/.  after- 
ward. 

The  first  return  of  the  Treasurer's  account,  concerning  taxes, 
etc.,  to  the  Colonial  Secretary,  made  by  a  committee  of  the 
General  Court,  which  has  been  seen  by  the  writer,  is  dated  Jan. 
20,  1655.  This  account  gives  the  following  items,  which 
affords  us  an  idea  how  the  public  taxes  were  reduced. 

"  By  half  a  yeare's  rent  of  wine  license,  Oct.  1650,  .  £  80 
**  4  yeares'  rent  of  wine  licenses  to  Oct.  1654,  ...  .  640 
"  2      '*       costom  of  wine  in  the  yeare  1653  and  1654, 

toOct.,  at^l65  pr  ann 330 

'*  soe  much  rec'd  of  seuerall  other  men  for  drawing  of 

wine  which  are  not  yearly  rents, 79  13 

"  seuerall  fynes  rec'd  from  Oct.  1 650,  to  20  Jan.  1654-5,  255  19 
"  soe  much  rec'd  for  Courte  orders  and  petitions  vnto 

Jan.  1654-5 36  12 

18  strings  of  peage  for  (Indian)  tribute  at  6  pr  penny,     45 
entry  of  actions  to  Jan.  1654, 100     1  6 


It 


^1,567    5  6" 

These  sums,  considered  in  their  periods  of  being  paid,  would 
allow  over  £600  a  year  towards  a  diminution  of  the  Colonial 
rates. 

The  Treasurer's  account  now  and  subsequently  often  men- 
tioned charges  for  the  carriage  and  cartage  of  produce  sent  from 
the  towns,  in  payment  of  their  rates. 
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1655,  Nov.  13.  "  Itt  is  ordered  that  the  rate  for  this  yekre, 
together  with  an  addition  of  one  quarter  part  more,  be  pajd  in 
Wheate  and  Barly  at  4/6  per  bushell,  Pease  at  4s.,  Rye  at  3/6, 
and  Indian  at  2/6,  and  that  one  haife  of  the  rate  be  pajd  in 
Wheat,  Barly  or  Pease,  the  Indian  corne  to  be  pajable  the  tenth 
of  jMarch." 

1656,  Oct.  14.  "  Ordered  that  all  sorts  of  Corne  and  other 
things  to  be  pajd  into  the  Country  Rate  shall  be  in  all  respects 
as  it  was  the  last  yeare,  except  Rye,  which  shall  be  pajd  in  at 
3a.  per  bushell  and  Indian  at  2/4" 

1657,  May  6.  "  Whereas  it  is  evident  that  there  is  much 
injustice  and  inequalitje  in  the  assessments  of  publicke  rates,  in 
each  Towne  within  this  Jurisdiccon,  wherby  some  are  eased 
and  others  burthened  and  the  Commonwealth  prejudiced,  for 
the  prevention  thereof  it  is  ordered  that  howses  and  lands  of  all 
sorts  shalbe  rated  at  an  equall  and  indifferent  value,  according 
to  their  worth  in  the  Townes  and  places  where  they  lye,  also 
every  bull  and  cowe  of  4  yeares  old  and  vpwards  at  3/.,  heifers 
and  steeres  between  3  and  4  yeares  old  at  50s.,  and  betweene 
2  and  3  old  at  40a.,  betwixt  1  and  2  yeares  old  at  20a. :  euery 
oxe  of  4  yeares  old  and  vpwards  51.,  euery  horse  and  mare  of  3 
yeares  old  and  vpwards  10/.,  betweene  2  and  3  yeares  old  at 
7/.,  of  1  yeare  old  and  vpward  5/. :  euery  ewe  sheepe  aboue  1 
yeare  old  25a.,  euery  goate  aboue  1  yeare  old  at  8a.,  euery 
weather  sheepe  aboue  1  yeare  old  at  10a. :  euery  suine  aboue  1 
yeare  old  at  20a.,  euery  asse  aboue  1  y^are  old  at  40a.,  and  in 
all  other  respects  to  proceede  as  provided  in  the  lawe  and 
according  to  the  lawe  for  rectifying  assessments  made  May 
1651." 

Oct.  14.  "  Ordered  that  all  sorts  of  Corne  payable  into  the 
Countrje  Rate  for  this  yeare  shall  be  pajd  the  one  halfe  in 
Wheate,  Barly  or  Barly  Mault  at  4a.  per  bushell,  not  aboue  one 
quarter  in  Indean  at  2/6,  in  Rye  and  Pease  at  3a.  And  all 
other  goods  shall  be  valued  at  the  price  of  Corne.  And  it  is 
further  ordered  that  the  current  price  of  all  sorts  of  Corne  shall 
be  in  all  payments  as  it  is  stated  in  the  Country  rate  for  this 
yeare,  except  it  be  otherwise  concluded  by  mutuall  consent  of 
partjes  as  are  concerned  therein." 

1658,  May  19.  As  corn  is  scarce,  the  General  Court  repeal 
a  regulation  of  its  fixed  price  in  payments  '<  between  man  and 
man." 

Among  the  trials  of  tax  gatherers,  one,  peculiar  to  the  ancient 
mode,  appears  in  what  follows. 

1658,  May  19.  Petition  of  John  Dickison,  late  Constable 
of  Salisbury,  to  the  General  Court : 


LUMBER  FOR  RATES.  345 

"  When  your  peticoner  went  to  gather  vpp  y«  Country  rate 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Salisbury,  hee  demanded  y"  same  in  kinde 
according  to  y^  order  of  Court,  and  most  of  them  did  professe 
vnto  y  peticoner  y'  they  had  not  corne  to  pay,  butt  were 
willing  to  make  y®  best  pay  y^  they  could,  and  so  tendered 
boards.  Wherevppon  y'  peticoner  considering  y'  if  hee  should 
straine  for  it,  he  could  not  gett  such  goods  as  would  answer  the 
countreys  order  so  well  as  boards,  (ther  being  no  corne  to  be 
gott  in  these  parts,  for  any  goods  y^  could  haue  been  destreined,) 
besides,  boards  being  at  present  a  quick  commoditee." 

It  appears  that  the  petitioner  had  the  boards  legally  appraised 
at  4/6  per  centum,  "delivered  by  y*  waterside,"  and  he  for- 
warded them  to  the  treasurer  at  Boston.  The  latter  would 
allow  him  but  is,  a  hundred.  Dickison  then  appealed  to  the 
Court,  stating,  that  the  same  lumber  was  worth  6/6  a  hundred 
in  Boston.  The  Court  decided  that  he  had  acted  right,  and 
should  have  an  allowance  according  to  what  he  took  the  boards 
for. 

In  relation  to  reducing  the  rates,  the  customs  on  wines  from 
1658  to  1659  were,  clear  of  all  charges,  £203  15s.  Id. 

1658,  Oct.  19.  "  Ordered  that  all  sorts  of  Corne  shall  be 
pajd  in  the  Countrje  rate  for  this  yeare  ensuing  at  the  prizes 
following,  viz  :  Wheate  at  5s,  per  bushell.  Rye,  Pease,  Barly 
and  Barly  Mault  at  4s.,  and  Indian  at  2/8,  and  all  other  things 
pajd  in  the  Country  Rates,  to  be  valued  according  to  the  prises 
of  all  sorts  of  Corne  aboue  mentioned,  or  as  the  Treasurer  and 
the  Cunstables  cann  agree,  provided  that  no  leane  catle  shall  be 
pajd  in  any  Toune,  nor  aboue  one  third  part  in  Indian  and  Rje, 
and  also  that  there  be  an  addition  of  one  quarter  parte  of  a  sin- 
gle Rate  more  for  the  due  discharge  of  their  Country  engage- 
ments." 

The  exception  of  "  leane  catle  "  was  afterwards  often  repeat- 
ed, as  though,  there  was  a  prevalent  wish  to  turn  them  off  for 
rate  bills. 

The  beaver  trade  in  several  places  within  Massachusetts 
jurisdiction,  was  let  to  separate  companies  and  individuals  for 
£67.  This  requisition  was  so  continued,  in  keeping  with  its 
original  purpose,  to  prevent  burdensome  taxations. 

1669,  Oct.  18.  "  Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  chardge  on  the 
senerall  Cunstables  one  quarter  part  of  the  annuall  Rate  more 
then  theire  proportion  already  chardged." 

31 
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1660,  Oct.  16.  <<  Ordered  that  all  sorts  of  Come  shall  be 
pajd  in  the  Country  Rate  far  y*  yeare  ensuing  at  these  prizes: 
Wheate  5s.,  Barly  and  Barly  MauU  4/6,  Pease  and  Rye  4/, 
Indian  3/,  and  that  all  sorts  of  goods,  except  Corne,  pajd  in  the 
Country  Rates,  shall  be  pajd  at  money  prizes." 

1662,  May  7.  "  Whereas  in  the  Law  (of  1657)  sheep  are  to 
be  assessed  at  255.  a  head,  and  that  they  are  now  fallen  to  about 
a  fourth  part  of  the  price  they  then  were  ordinarily  sold  for, 
whereby  many  are  discouraged  from  keeping  such  useful  crea- 
tures :  It  is  therefore  ordered  by  this  Court  and  the  authority 
thereof,  that  henceforth  the  Rate  for  sheep  shall  be  at  IO5.  a 
head." 

Oct.  8.  "  Ordered  that  the  prices  of  Corne  for  this  yeare 
ensuing,  which  shall  be  payd  into  the  Country  Rate,  shall  be 
Wheat,  Barly  and  Barly  Mault  at  5/6,  Pease  and  Rye  at  4/6, 
Indian  3/,  all  good  and  merchantable  Corne,  and  whatever  else 
shall  be  payd  in  the  Country  Rate  to  be  according  to  money 
price,  provided  that  no  Toune  or  person  shall  pay  leane  catle  in 
the  Country  rate,  and  that  there  be  but  (a)  Rate  and  a  quarter 
this  present  yeare." 

1663,  Oct.  20.  <<  Itt  is  ordered  by  this  Court  that  all  sorts  of 
Come  shall  be  payd  in  the  Country  rate  the  yeare  ensuing  at 
these  prizes,  following,  viz :  Wheate  at  5/6,  Barly  and  Barly 
Mault  at  5/,  Pease  and  Rye  at  is.,  and  Indian  Corne  at  2s,  per 
bushell,  and  what  else  shall  be  payd  in  y^  Country  rate  to  be 
payd  at  money  price.  The  Court  being  informed  that  the 
Country  is  indebted  fine  hundred  pounds  more  then  a  single 
rate  will  dischardge,  doe  order  that  there  be  an  addition  of  one 
quarter  of  a  rate." 

1664,  Oct.  19.  '*  Its  ordered  by  this  Court  that  all  sorts  of 
Corne  shall  be  payd  in  the  Country  rate  for  the  yeare  ensuing 
at  these  prizes  following,  viz  :  Wheate  at  5^.,  Barly  and  Barly 
Mault  at  4/6,  Pease  and  Rye  at  4^.,  and  Indian  at  3^.  per  bush* 
ell,  all  good  and  merchantable  corne  and  what  else  is  payd  into 
the  Country  rate  to  be  payd  at  money  prize." 

1665,  May  3.  <^  This  Court  understanding  that  seuerall  gen- 
tlemen merchants,  strangers,  in  the  beginning  of  euery  yeare 
frequently  coming  into  these  parts  and  bringing  great  store  of 
English  and  other  goods  of  all  sorts  to  great  value  and  vsually 
making  vp  their  marketts  to  their  great  advantage  before  the  sixth 
moneth,  when  the  Rates  or  order  for  the  collecting  of  them  by 
lawe  is  to  issue  out,  (not  without  a  considerable  disadvantage 
to  the  merchants  and  shopkeepers,  residents  and  inhabitants  of 
this  Colony,  who  haue  borne  the  heat  of  the  day  and  are  found 
to  be  at  all  the  charge  for  supporting  the  Government,)  and 
the  sajd  merchants,  strangers,  taking  the  chiefe  of  the  benefit 
of  the  trade,  and  make  their  escape  without  any  payment  to 
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sapport  the  Government  of  this  place  vnder  and  by  which  they 
reape  so  great  advantage  to  themsehies,  It  is  therefore  ordered, 
that  it  shall  be  henceforth  iawfull  for  the  selectmen  of  each 
Towne,  where  such  strangers  are  or  shall  be,  to  asseasse 
all  such  strangers  according  to  the  cargoes  they  shall  bring 
into  this  Country,  or  in  case  of  their  refusall  to  giue  in  a 
true  account  of  their  estate  to  the  selectmen,  then  the  sajd 
selectmen  shall  and  hereby  is  (are)  impowered  to  make  their 
assessment  on  all  such  strangers  in  any  moneth  of  the  yeare,  in 
proportion  to  a  single  rate  yearely  by  will  and  doome,  as  the 
inhabitants  of  this  country  are  vsed  to  be  rated,  and,  for  non 
payment,  by  the  constables  to  levy  their  sajd  assessments,  as,  in 
other  cases,  by  warrant  from  the  sajd  selectmen." 

The  answer  of  General  Court,  May  12,  to  the  Commissionera 
of  Charles  IL,  has  the  following  extract: 

"For  the  carrying  on  of  (our)  Government  and  other  acci- 
dental charges,  together  with  the  maintenance  of  a  garrison  in 
the  Castle,  and  an  annuity  of  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum 
10  the  President  of  the  College,  some  charge  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  military  exercises,  and  the  destruction  of  wolves,  there 
is  levied,  by  way  of  tax  upon  the  inhabitants,  and  by  other 
impositions,  YIL  S.  ex  modis,  iibout  twelve  hundred  pounds 
yearly." 

Aug.  I.  "  Ordered  that  Corne  shall  be  payd  in  the  Country 
Rate :  Wheat  5/,  Barly  and  Barly  Mault  4/6,  Rye  and  Pease 
4/,  Indian  Corne  3/." 

1667,  May  15.  "  It  is  ordered  that  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Country  shall  and  hereby  is  impowered  ta  dispose  of  Indian 
Corne  and  other  commoditjes  that  are  in  his  hand,  belonging 
to  the  Country,  as  he  best  cann,  for  money,  therewith  to  satis- 
fy such  gentlemen,  who  (as)  may  haue  disburst  money  for  the 
Country  in  payment  for  the  two  masts,  sent  as  a  present  to  his 
Majesty  by  Capt.  Peirce  his  shipp  last  yeare,  or  any  other 
charges  relating  therevnto." 

Oct.  9.  Ordered  that  there  be  "  one  halfe  of  a  single  rate 
added  to  the  present  country  rate  for  this  yeare  ensuing  at 
these  prizeis,  viz  :  wheat  at  55.,  rye,  barly  and  barly  mault,  4^., 
pease  3/6.,  Indian  2/8.'' 

"  For  the  preventing  of  differences  arising 

between  the  Treasurer  of  the  country  and  the  constables  of  the 
touns  in  collecting  and  receiving  the  country  rate,  and  of  great 
damage  thereby  happening  to  the  country,  it  is  ordered  by  this 
Court,  that  where  any  pay  is  tendered,  the  price  whereof  is  not 
determined  by  this  Court,  the  place  of  apprisemeut  shall  be 
where  the  payment  is  tendered  to  the  Treasurer  or  his  order, 
by  men  indifferently  chosen  as  the  law  directs." 
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1668,  April  29.  <<  Whereas  this  Court  is  vnder  an  obligation 
for  the  payment  of  sixteen  hundred  pounds  in  England  for  the 
transportation  of  the  ship's  loading  of  masts,  to  be  presented  to 
his  Majesty,  and  the  treasury  of  the  country  being  empty,  and 
the  specie  vsually  raised  by  country  rates  not  likely  to  effect  it, 
This  Court  doeth  therefore  commend  it  to  the  seuerall  inhabi* 
tants  of  (this)  jurisdiction,  whose  hearts  the  Lord  shall  make 
willing,  to  manifest  their  loyalty  to  his  Majesty,  and  loue  to 
their  Gouerment,  that  they  bring  in  to  the  persons  appointed 
by  this  Court,  in  the  seuerall  townes,  what  they  will  freely 
advance  in  money  for  the  defraying  the  sajd  charge." 

May  15.  About  one  tenth  part  of  the  country  rates  was 
expended  *'  for  the  transportation  thereof" 

A  report  of  Samuel  Appleton,  John  Wayte,  Edw.  Johnson, 
Hopestill  Foster,  and  Daniel  Fisher,  is  made  Sept.  5,  of  this 
year.  They,  with  Capt.  Bradbury,^  were  appointed  April  29, 
1668,  to  visit  each  county,  and  meet  the  commissioners  from 
each  town,  in  one  particular  place  of  the  county,  to  examine 
their  tax  lists.  They  state,  that  they  had  performed  the  duty 
assigned  them,  by  raising  and  depressing  the  taxes  of  the 
various  towns,  as  they  judged,  according  to  the  spirit  and  letter 
of  the  law. 

Oct.  14.     "  Prizes  of  come  as  last  yeare." 

1669,  May  19.  Order  to  rate  all  goods  and  provisions  im- 
ported into  Massachusetts,  '*  excepting  fish,  sheepes  woole, 
cotton  woole,  salt,  and  such  other  things  as  by  former  lawes 
are  exempted,"  at  Id,  for  every  20/.,  but  cattle  shall  pay  by  the 
head. 

Mr.  Edward  Hilton  represented  that  according  to  the  articles 
of  agreement  for  Piscataqua's  coming  under  Massachusetts,  his 
estate  there  was  exempt  from  taxation.  General  Court  decided, 
June  2,  1669,  that  he  was  thus  free. 

1670,  Oct.  11.  "  It  is  ordered  that  for  this  present  yeare, 
the  Treasurer  issue  warrants  to  the  seuerall  tonnes  but  for  halfe 
a  country  rate,  and  that  the  prises  of  all  sorts  of  corn  which  is 
pajd  in  the  sajd  rate  shall  be  as  foUowes,  viz :  wheate  5/.,  barly 
malt,  rye  and  pease  4/.,  Indian  at  3/." 

This  showed  a  prosperous  condition  of  our  public  finances, 
though  not  in  so  great  a  degree  as  in  1672. 


>  Capt.  Bradbury  was  sick,  so  that  he  ooly  met  with  then  at  Salisbury. 
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"  The  magistrates  being  sensible  that  the  inhabitants  of  this 
jurisdlccon  do,  in  many  respects,  labour  vnder  those  difficultyes 
which  make  the  taxes  of  the  country  (though  small  compara- 
tively) to  be  a  great  burden,  do  judge  meet,  that  a  committee 
be  named  and  appoynted  by  this  Court  to  consider  of  some 
expedient  for  help  therein,  by  addition  to  customes  or  other 
ways  in  such  wise  as  may  not  discourage  the  trade  and  mar- 
chandize  of  y"  country,  and  for  y*  end  do  name  Mr.  Symon 
Bradstreet  and  Mr.  William  Stoughton,  to  joyne  with  such  of 
our  brethren  the  Dep'»  as  they  shall  appoynt." 

This  was  consented  to  by  the  Deputies,  May  15,  1672. 

As  informing  us  of  a  remarkable  event  in  our  Colonial  pecu- 
niary affairs,  we  Rave  the  ensuing  act.  It  shows  that  though 
there  was  no  surplus  revenue,  yet  there  was  enough  to  excuse 
the  people  for  one  year  from  a  direct  tax. 

1672,  Oct.  8.  "  The  Court  vnderstanding  that  there  is  and 
will  be  a  sufficient  supply  in  the  treasury  to  answer  the  occa- 
sions of  the  country,  arising  from  incombes  due  for  wines, 
licquors,  peltry,  etc.,  judge  meet  to  order,  that  no  country  rate 
be  collected  for  this  present  yeare." 

This  afforded  a  rest  previous  to  the  great  burdens  which 
were  borne  in  a  few  years  subsequent. 

1673,  Sept.  16.  "  This  Court  taking  into  consideration  that 
the  price  which  sheepe  are  valued  at  in  the  country  rate,  is 
farr  aboue  what  they  are  worth,  and  that  no  man  might  be 
discouraged  from  keeping  that  vsefuU  creature,  so  beneficiall 
both  for  food  and  cloathing,  It  is  hereby  ordered  and  declared, 
that  all  sheep  rateable  in  the  country  rate,  of  what  kinde  soeuer, 
shall  be  valued  at  £5  per  score  in  all  country  and  county  rates, 
and  this  order  to  take  place  in  the  sixth  moneth  next." 

Oct.  15.  Ordered,  that  for  country  rates,  wheat  should  be 
5/.,  barley,  barley  malt  and  rye,  4/.,  pease  and  Indian,  3/.  a 
bushel.  "  If  any  person  shall  pay  their  country  rate  in  money, 
they  shall  be  abated  one  fourth  parte  of  their  sajd  rates.''  A 
single  country  rate  for  repairs  on  the  Castle,  and  three  quarters 
of  a  single  rate  for  use  of  the  Commonwealth  are  required. 

1674,  May  27.  Southiield,  or  Suffield,  a  new  settlement, 
are  granted  an  exemption  from  country  taxes  for  four  years. 
This  was  a  common  privilege  allowed  to  such  townships. 
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Oct.  7.  A  single  rate  is  ordered.  Wheat  is  appraised  ff/., 
barley  and  barley  malt,  rye  and  peas  4/.,  corn  3/.  a  bushel.  No 
lean  cattle  or  horses  to  be  paid  for  taxes.  An  abatement  of 
one  quarter  is  allowed  for  cash. 

That  we  may  see  in  what  proportion  the  rate  list  was  de- 
pressed by  the  next  principal  source  of  income  to  the  public 
treasury,  the  succeeding  item  is  gi^en. 

1674,  Oct.  24.    }  of  a  year's  custom,      ....    £585 

Capt.  Allin,  Jr.     "  ....      200 

£786 

The  following  spring  an  account  shows  that  the  customs  for 
eight  months  was  about  £440.  It  is  likely  that  there  was, 
also,  an  income  from  the  retail  of  wine  and  other  liquors, 
proportional  to  what  Capt.  Allin,  Jr.,  was  credited  for,  the 
year  before. 

1676,  July  9.  Three  rates  are  required ;  one  quarter  dis- 
count is  allowed  for  cash.  Towns  are  to  pay  for  the  carriage 
of  their  grain. 

Oct.  13.  Seven  single  country  rates  are  ordered.  Three  of 
them  to  be  paid  at  or  before  the  last  of  November,  and  four  at 
or  before  the  last  of  March.  ''  Prizes  of  all  sorts  of  corne  as 
followeth :  wheat  6/.,  rye  4/6.,  barly  and  peas  4/.,  Indian  3/6., 
oats  2/.  a  bushel."  They  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  Treasurer 
free  of  charge,  and  a  quarter  discount  is  allowed  for  cash. 

Nov.  3.  <<  For  prevention  of  the  charge  and  trouble  of  trans- 
portation of  the  rates  to  be  levyed  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
country,  as  also  matter  of  conveniency  therein  appearing,  It  is 
ordered  that  bills  for  wages,  horses,  prouissions,  etc.,  being  reg- 
ularly passed  to  the  sajd  Treasurer,  the  Treasurer  vppon  the 
desire  of  persons  concerned  shall  repasse  bills  to  the  constables 
of  such  tounes  where  sums  are  due  vpon  the  aforesajd  accounts." 

The  Treasurer's  account  speaks  of  paying  the  public  rates 
of  1676  and  subsequently,  "  in  specie,"  by  which  he  meant 
grain. 
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Besides  the  rates  assessed  on  the  preceding  towns,  we  have 
the  following  : 

1655,  May  23.     Country  Tax  for  Yorkshire— 
Kittery,  with  part  of  Isle  of  Shoals, 

York, 

Wells,  ..... 
Cape  Porpoise,  .... 
oaco,  ..... 


.     £45  16 

0 

17  17 

0 

13  10 

0 

4    8 

0 

10    6 

0 

£91  16 

0 

1675,  July  9.  Besides  the  seven  rates  ordered  under  October 
of  this  year,  three  more  were  required  at  one  quarter  discount  on 
grain,  etc.     The  amount  of  these  ten  rates  was  £14,051  12  1. 

1676,  Feb.  21.  Mine  rates  are  to  be  raised  in  Dover  and 
Portsmoiith. 

Valuation  of  Live  Stock  for  Rates. 


Oxen,  of  4  years  and  upwards, 
Horses  &,  Mares,  4  yrs.  and  above 

"      •*    3  years,    .... 

«      «    between  2  and  3  yis., 

"      "    yearlings,      .    .    . 
Cows  and  Bulls,  of  4  years,   . 
Heifers  and  Steers,  bet  3&  4  yr. 
««  "      bet  2  "  3  " 

u  u      bet  1  «  2  " 

Sheep,  above  1  year,    .    •    . 

"       Wethers,  above  1  year, 
Goats,  above  1  year,     .    .    . 
Swine,  above  1  year,    •    .    . 
Asses,  above  1  year,     .    .    . 


164G, 

1647, 

1653, 

1667, 

Nov.  4 

Ocl.27 

May  18 

May  6. 

£     s. 

£    i 

£    *. 

£     r 

6    0 

6    0 

5    0 

7    0 

7    0 

16    0 

5    0 

5    0 

10    0 

10    0 

3    0 

3    0 

7    0 

7    0 

2    0 

2    0 

3  10 

5    0 

5    0 

5    0 

3    0 

4    0 

4    0 

2  10 

2  JO 

2  10 

2    0 

1  10 

1  10 

1    0 

1  10 

1  10 

1    5 

0  10 

0    8 

0    8 

0    8 

1     0 

1    0 

1    0 

2    0 

2    0 

2    0 

1673, 
Oct. 

£"T. 


0    5 


Price  of  Grain  for  Rates. 

1647,  Oct  27.    Wheat  4/6,  barley  4/,  rye  and  peas  3/6,  and  Indian  com  2/6 

per  bushel. 

Wheat  and  barley  5/,  rye  and  peas  4/,  Indian  com  3/. 


1648,  Oct  18. 

1649,  Oct  17.  «  5/.  «  5/6,  rye  and  peas  4/, 

1650,  Oct.  15.    Wheat  and  barley  5/,  rye  and  peas  4/, 

1651,  Oct  14.  "  "  "  5/,  rye  4/,  peas  3/8, 

1652,  Oct  19.  "  «  «  5/,  rye  and  peas  4/, 

1654,  Oct  18.  u  u  u  5/^  jye  and  peas  4/, 

1655,  Nov.  la  «  "  «  4/6,  rye  3/6,  peas  4/, 

1656,  Oct  14.  «  «  «  4/6,  rye  3/,  peas  4/, 


(t 

ct 

3/. 

u 

(( 

3/. 

u 

(( 

3/. 

u 

M 

3/. 

u 

U 

3/.1 

ti 

M 

2/6. 

tt 

« 

2/4. 

1  i/8  if  paid  llaieh  10,  and  3/,  if  pud  afterwards. 
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1657,  Oct.  14.  Wheat,  barley  and  barley  malt  ^  4/,  lye  and  peas  3/,  Indian 

corn  2/6. 

1658,  Oct  9.    Wheat  5/,  rye,  peas,  barley  and  barley  malt  4/,  Indian  com  2/8. 
1660,  Oct  16.  Wheat  5/,  barley  and  barley  malt  4/6,  lye  and  peaa  4/,  Indian 

corn  3/. 
1662,  Oct  8.  Wheat,  barley  and  barley  malt  5/6,  peas  and  rye  4/6,  Ind.  corn  3/. 


1663,  «ao. 

"5/6, 

U 

U 

U 

5/. 

a 

1664,    "19. 

"5/, 

M 

U 

U 

4/6, 

M 

1665,  Aug.l. 

"5/, 

a 

(t 

il 

4/6, 

(i 

1667,  Oct  9. 

-5/. 

u 

(i 

U 

4/, 

"8/6, 

1668,   "  14. 

"5/, 

it 

U 

it 

4/, 

"3/6, 

1670,   "  11. 

«5/, 

(( 

U 

U 

4/. 

U 

1671,Sep.l2. 

"5/6, 

41 

U 

u 

5/6, 

U 

1673,  Oct. 

"5/. 

M 

U 

l< 

H' 

■ "  3/, 

1674,   «    7. 

"6/, 

li 

M 

u 

4/, 

U 

1675,   «  13. 

«6/, 

U 

U 

u 

4/, 

«4/, 

«  4/,       a 

"3/. 

"4/,       « 

«3/. 

"4/,     « 

"3/. 

"4/,     « 

"2/8. 

«4/,     " 

"2/8. 

a  4/^       « 

"3/. 

"5/,     « 

"2/8. 

"4/,     « 

"3/. 

"4/,     « 

«3/. 

«  4/6,    «« 

"3/6. 

and  oats  2/. 

1692. 

Relative  to  Taxation  from  1676  to  1692. 

1676,  May  3.  Ordered  ten  rates,  for  charges  of  the  war, 
"  to  be  pajd  in  specie."  ^  One  quarter  discount  is  made  for 
cash.  Frontier  towns,  "  weakened  in  men's  persons  and  estates 
by  the  enemy,  to  be  allowed  a  meet  abatement." 

Oct.  11.  Six  country  rates  are  required  <<  to  carry  an  end 
the  present  desigue  against  the  Indians."  Wheat,  5/.,  barley, 
barley  malt,  rye  and  peas,  4/.,  Indian  corn,  3/.,  oats,  2/.,  to  be 
brought  to  the  Treasurer  without  charge.  One  quarter  discount 
is  allowed  for  money. 

In  a  communication  of  this  year,  by  Eklward  Randolph  to 
the  Royal  Council,  he  spoke  of  the  poll  tax  as  1/8.,  and  of  the 
estate  tax  as  Id.  on  a  pound,  and  then  added,  that  the  revenue 
of  Massachusetts  was  about  £20,000.  If  lie  meant  the  amount 
of  rates,  then  ten  times  larger  than  common,  because  of  the 
Indian  war,  and  also  duties  on  articles  of  commerce,  etc.,  he 
was  literally  correct.  But  such  income  was  no  sign  of  prosperity 
among  the  people.  It  was  like  a  swollen  dropsy,  which  enlarges 
the  appearance  of  its  victim,  but  preys  upon  his  vitals.  Had 
Randolph  stated  that  the  annual  revenue  of  the  Colony,  in  time 
of  peace,  was  about  one  tenth  of  the  sum  which  he  specified, 
it  would  have  been  a  fi^ir  representation. 

Of  the  towns,  abated  in  their  taxes  because  of  losses  by  the 
enemy,  were  Medfield,  Weymouth,  Hingham,  Sudbury,  Con- 

1  Barley  malt  begins  to  be  named  for  rates.    This  indicates  that  beer  was  increasingly 
made  among  the  Coloubts. 
*  Una  tens,  as  pvtnoiisly  agniiad,  neaat  diffMOl  eoloaial  produetaoos. 
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eord,  CSielmsford,   Andover,    Springfield,    Northampton,  and 
Hadley. 

1677,  May  23.  As  one  of  the  evidences  that  money  was 
scarce  and  taxes  burdensome,  the  law  respecting  book  debts  is 
suspended  three  years  longer.  Boston  inhabitants  had  peti- 
tioned for  its  repeal.  To  relieve  the  pressure  of  rates,  the 
custom  on  wines,  brandy  and  rum  imported,  is  to  be  double 
what  it  had  been. 

As  the  prices  of  horses  had  lessened,  the  rates  on  them  are  to 
be  diminished :  instead  of  £5  for  a  horse  of  three  years  old 
and  upwards,  £3  are  to  be  assessed,  and  also  for  mares  of  a  like 
age,  in  a  single  rate  ;  between  two  and  three  years  old,  40/. ; 
between  one  and  two  years  old,  20/. 

An  order,  for  six  single  country  rates,  is  to  be  paid  within 
two  months,  <<  in  specie  as  formerly,  and  to  abate  one  third 
part "  for  money. 

The  Treasurer  is  instructed  to  issue  his  warrants  to  collect 
thirty-two  single  country  rates,  including  the  last  six,  from 
Dover  and  Portsmouth  and  the  county  of  York,  for  which  they 
were  in  arrears. 

Oct.  10.  Two  country  rates  are  to  be  paid  in  money,  and 
one  in  "  country  pay."    One  third  part  is  discounted  for  cash. 

24  Two  rates  are  required  in  money,  and  one  in  country 
pay.  One  third  part  discount  on  grain  and  live  stock  is  allowed 
for  money. 

1678,  Oct.  2.  Ordered  three  rates  ;  one  in  money,  two  in 
com,  (or  various  sorts  of  grain.)  Wheat  5/.,  peas,  barley  and 
barley  malt  4/.,  Indian  com  3/.,  oats  2/6. 

1679,  May  28.  Four  rates  are  to  be  assessed,  payable  in 
corn.     One  half  discount  is  offered  for  money. 

Juno  12.  The  Treasurer  is  instructed  to  have  the  corn,  paid 
for  taxes,  deposited  in  some  warehouse  at  Charlestown  or  Cam- 
bridge, as  would  be  most  economical. 

Four  single  rates  are  ordered  in  country  pay.  One  half  to 
be  discounted  for  money. 

Oct.  30.  A  single  rate  in  country  pay  is  required,  and  half 
of  a  single  rate  in  money. 

The  Treasurer,  under  date  of  Nov.  1679,  has  the  follow- 
ing: 


aSO  SALE  OF  INDIAN  CAPTIYES. 

"  Bj  cessement  for  38  single  country  rates  upon  the  County  of  Yoik 
to  equall  them  with  other  townes,  viz. 

26  in  specie,  bating  J  paying  silver. 
7        do.  "     ^ 

2  do.  "    i  •* 

35  rales  as  fore  vid.        ^1,567  2  6  —  1,127  16  9. 

3  do.  in  silver,  134    6  6.'' 

In  the  same  officer's  account  is  an  item,  of  1679|  which  gives 
X399  18,  for  the  sale  of  Indian  prisoners,  as  one  means  of 
lessening  the  call  for  taxes. 

The  following  gives  a  specimen  of  difficulty  in  collecting 
rates,  at  one  of  the  most  perilous  periods  of  the  Colony. 

1680,  Oct.  13.  The  petition  of  Abraham  Cole  and  Eliezer 
Giles  to  the  General  Court.  They  were,  as  constables  of  Salem, 
employed  to  gather  the  country  taxes,  in  1676,  of  nearly  £1,200. 
<<  This  being  in  the  higth  of  the  troubles  of  the  late  war,  had 
more  than  ordinary  trouble  to  gather  in  so  much  of  it  as  we 
did  obtain.  We  fell  short  £190.  We  gathered  in  severall 
hundred  bushels  of  corn,  which  were  then  to  be  paid,  at  high 
rates,  and  having  it  ready,  would  have  brought  it  in  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Country  as  our  duty  was,  but  he  told  us,  and 
several  times  by  several  persons  sent  us  word,  we  should  lay  it 
up  and  keep  it,  for  he  could  not  tell  what  to  do  with  it,  having 
no  room  to  put  it  in,  and  so  were  fain  to  keep  it  until  it  was 
so  eaten  with  worms  and  spoiled,  so  that  a  great  part  thereof 
was  not  man's  meat,  and  the  other  part  we  were  necessitated 
to  dispose  of  at  less  than  half  the  value  we  received  it  at." 
They  ask  relief.  The  people  who  did  not  pay,  were  too  poor, 
and  are  still  so,  to  meet  what  is  due.  For  them  (the  constables) 
to  discharge  it,  would  ruin  them.  The  General  Court  al- 
lowed, in  1682,  £40  to  them  of  the  £63  damage,  which 
they  sustained. 

Four  single  Rates  are  ordered,  two  in  money  and  two  in 
"  Country  pay."  "  All  sortes  of  Corne,"  are  wheat  6/,  barley 
and  barley  malt  4/,  peas  4/,  rye  4/,  Indian  3/,  oats  2/. 

27.  As  the  Country  owed  about  £6,000,  the  magistrates 
proposed  to  levy  eight  single  rates,  in  produce,  abating  half  for 
cash.    But  the  deputies  non-concur. 

Nov.  6.    Three  rates  are  to  be  collected,  two  in  money  and 
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one  in  corn.    Wheat  6/,  barley  and  barley  malt  3/6,  rye  3/, 
peas  4/,  corn  3/6,  oats  20d. 

1681,  Feb.  22.  Ordered  one  quarter  of  a  single  money  rate 
for  charge  of  Agents  in  England. 

Oct.  12.  Ordered  two  and  a  half  single  country  rates  ;  one 
in  noioney,  and  one  and  a  half  in  '<  country  pay."  "  All  sortes 
of  corne,"  wheat  6/.,  rye  4/6.,  peas,  barley  and  barley  malt  4/., 
Indian  3/6.,  oats  2/. 

1682,  Feb.  2 1.  The  General  Court  order  that  a  single  rate  in 
money  be  raised  before  Nov.  10th,  for  the  charges  of  Agents  to 
England. 

To  show  how  much  the  customs  eased  the  burden  of  taxes 
this  year,  it  may  be  well  to  state,  that  they  were  about  £608. 

As  a  sample  of  one,  among  various  petitions  to  General 
Court,  about  taxes,  it  is  here  presented. 

May  24.  Joseph  Hills,  being  above  80  years  of  age,  and 
blind  for  more  than  four  years,  makes  the  succeeding  statement. 
He  was  on  a  committee  for  drawing  up  the  Body  of  Laws,  and 
did  much  for  this  purpose.  '<  I  went  over  all  y*  statutes  ia 
Pulton,  collated  such  as  I  deemed  necessary,"  collocated  the 
laws  under  their  proper  heads,  prepared  them  for  the  press, 
and  made  the  table  of  contents,  in  1648.  For  these  and  other 
services  he  requested  that,  to  use  his  words,  <*  I  may  bo  freed 
fjTQm  all  publick  assessments  to  y*  country,  county  (and  secular 
thinges  for  y^  towne  if  it  may  be)  for  my  infirm  person  and 
little  estate  now  left,  during  the  remaining  part  of  my  pilgrim* 
age  in  this  vale  of  tears."  His  petition  was  allowed  as  to 
country  and  county  rates. 

Oct.  17.  Ordered  that  two  rates  in  country  pay  and  one 
rate  in  money  be  levied. 

Oct.  19.  Wheat  5/6.,  rye  4/.,  corn  3/.,  peas  4/6.,  barley  and 
barley  malt  3/6.,  oats  2/. 

<'  It  appearing  to  be  a  grievance  among  us  that  sundry  gen- 
tlemen marchants  and  others  haueing  great  tracts  of  land 
bounded  out  to  them  in  propriety,  pay  not  to  public  charges, 
although  they  haue  a  considerable  profit  to  themselues,  by  the 
continuall  rise  of  the  estimate  of  said  lands,  for  the  easing 
whereof,  It  is  ordered  by  this  Court,  that  all  saic^  lands  cii'cum- 
stanced  as  is  above  premised,  shall  in  the  levy  now  to  be  made, 
pay  uuto  the  Treasurer  of  the  Country  2s.  in  money  for  euerie 
100  acres,  and  in  like  proportion  for  less  quantities." 

33 
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1683)  May  16.  "This  Court  considering  that  Cattle  are 
rated  to  the  Country  at  a  greater  value  then  they  will  yeild 
from  man  to  man,  doeth  therefore  order  that  henceforth  all  neat 
cattle  shall  be  rated  to  the  Country,  viz :  oxen  at  four  yeares 
old  and  abone  at  three  pounds  apeece,  all  cowes  and  steeres  at 
three  yeares  old  and  aboue  at  forty  shillings  apeece,  and  all  of 
two  years  old  at  thirty  shillings  apeece,  and  a  yeare  old  at 
fiueteeo  shillings  apeece,  and  swyne  at  a  yeare  old  at  tenn 
shillings  apeece." 

Oct.  10.  Ordered  two  rates.  One  in  "Country  pay." 
Wheat  6/,  Indian  corn  3/,  rye  3/6,  barley  and  barley  malt  4/, 
oats  2/.  One  third  discount  is  made  for  cash.  Another  is  pay- 
able in  money. 

Nov.  7.  A  half  rate  in  money  is  required  as  additional  to  the 
two  for  this  year. 

This  year  the  treasurer  paid  Mr.  Wharton  for  the  use  of  his 
store-house,  for  grain,  and  seven  rooms  at  Charlestown  for  corn. 
His  loss  on  such  articles  for  a  year,  was  £48  12. 

1684,  May  16.  Samuel  Ball,  collector  of  Springfield,  peti- 
tioned the  General  Court  to  free  him  from  liability  on  account 
of  deficient  taxes.  He  stated  that  "  divers  of  our  inhabitants 
did  pay  their  Country  money  rates  in  corne  with  some  abate- 
ment. I  received  of  divers  persons  a  parcel  of  Pease,  at  y* 
money  rates  paid  in  Pease,  which  I  sent  to  y*  Bay  to  pay  y' 
money  rates,  and  it  pleased  God's  Providence  soe  to  order  it 
that  those  Pease  were  burned  up  in  y"  great  burning  at  Boston." 
This  petition  was  granted. 

June  18.  As  an  event,  exceedingly  dreaded  by  our  fathers, 
the  High  Court  of  Chancery  in  England  nullified  the  charter  of 
Massachusetts.  One  charge  made  against  our  government,  and 
which  promoted  such  a  result  was,  that  they  had  made  laws 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  their  charter,  for  levying  1/8.  on  each 
poll,  and  Id,  on  every  pound  of  estate.  How  an  accusation  of 
this  kind  could  be  fairly  sustained  was  hard  to  be  comprehended 
by  every  friend  to  New  England. 

Oct.  15.  Two  rates  are  to  be  levied,  one  in  money  and  the 
other  in  "Country  pay." 

Oct.  30.  "  In  consideration  that  the  Country  is  at  great 
charge  for  transportation  of  pay  to  Boston  and  Charlestown 
from  the  remote  parts  of  the  Colony,  as,  also,  great  loss  of 
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measure,  it  is  ordered  by  this  Court  and  the  authority  thereof, 
that  those  to  whom  the  country  is  indebted  for  salaries  or  oth- 
erwise, shall  have  order  from  the  Treasurer  to  receive  their  pay 
in  the  Towns  where  they  live  out  of  the  Country  Rates  as  far 
as  it  will  reach,  or  by  the  next  Towns  adjacent,  to  prevent 
so  much  loss  and  cost  for  carriage." 

The  magistrates  added  an  amendment,  that  such  payment 
should  be  sent  to  the  persons,  who  had  claims  against  the 
Colony. 

1685,  Oct.  14.  One  Rate  in  "  Country  pay  "  is  required. 
Half  of  it  in  money.  Wheat  5/6,  rye  4/,  barley  and  barley  malt 
4/6.  Indian  corn  3/,  peas  4/,  oats  2/. 

1686,  May  20.  A  declaration,  addressed  to  Joseph  Dudley, 
commissioned  by  James  II.  to  govern  Massachusetts  and  other 
Colonies,  by  our  General  Court,  and  signed  by  Secretary  Raw- 
son,  gives  the  succeeding  extract.  *'That  the  subjects  are 
abridged  of  their  libertyes  as  Englishmen,  both  in  the  matter  of 
Legislation  and  in  the  laying  of  Taxes,  and  indeed  the  whole 
unquestioned  priviledge  of  the  subject,  transferred  upon  your- 
selves," i.  e.  the  Governor  and  Council.  These  ordered,  that 
Mr.  Rawson  be  examined  about  said  paper. 

June  2.  An  order  is  passed  to  continue  excise  and  impost, 
and  to  have  it  collected  by  the  treasurer. 

June  3.  The  royal  commission  to  Andros,  gives  him  au- 
thority, by  advice  and  consent  of  council,  to  "impose  and  assess 
and  raise  and  levy  such  rates  and  taxes,  as  you  shal  find  neees- 
sary  for  the  support  of  the  Government." 

Dec.  8.  "  Whereas  in  severall  publick  and  other  payments 
to  be  made  in  Countrey  pay,  there  hath  been  heretofore  a  de- 
pendence upon  the  annuall  settlement  of  the  prizes  of  graine  by 
the  late  Generall  Court,  to  the  end,  therefore,  that  there  may  be 
no  failure  or  disadvantage  in  any  such  case,  the  President  and 
Councill  do  order  the  following  Rates  for  Corne,  to  pass  in  the 
Country  for  this  year  in  payments  between  man  and  man,  not 
obstrncting  particular  contracts,  viz :  Wheat  5/,  Rye  and  Peas 
4/,  Indian  Corn  2/9,  Oats  2/." 

1687,  March  3.  An  act  of  Governor  Andros  and  Council 
appoints  1/8.  for  every  poll,  except  members  of  the  Council,  and 
Id.  on  a  pound  estate.  It  requires  the  town  commissioner  to  lay 
taxes  with  the  selectmen,  and  has  other  general  features  of  tax- 
ation, as  they  existed  before. 
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Respecting  the  manner  in  which  this  document  was  passed, 

William  Stonghton,  Thomas  Hinckley,  Waitstill  Winthrop, 
Bartholomew  Gedney  and  Samuel  Shrimpton,  members  of 
Andros's  Council,  gave  an  account,  after  his  overthroW|  as 
follows  : 

<<  Whereas,  the  Act  for  the  continuing  and  establishing  of 
several  r^tes,  duties  and  imposts,  was  one  of  the  first  of  so  great 
moment,  that  came  out  in  a  form  under  the  seal  of  the  territory^ 
and  was  publicly  proclaimed,  we  that  were  present  have  great 
cause  to  remember  what  trouble  and  dissatisfaction  there  was 
among  the  members  of  the  Council  concerning  the  same.  As 
the  Act  was  framed  and  urged  upon  us,  a  very  considerable 
number,  (and  we  believe  we  were  the  major  part)  dissented 
from,  and  argued  much  against  it.  And  though  the  Governor 
expressed  not  a  little  heat  and  positiveness,  alledging  his  in* 
structions,  and  held  the  Council  together  unreasonably  a  very 
long  time  about  it.  Yet  when  we  did  at  last  break  up  we 
could  not  imagine  that  he  could  take  the  Bill  to  be  agreed  to  ; 
nevertheless  it  was  the  next  day  (to  our  wonderment)  brought 
in  fairly  engrossed  in  parchment,  and  quickly  sigtied  by  the 
Governor  without  any  counting  of  voices,  either  then  or  the  day 
before,  which  was  the  more  needful  because  some  did  continue 
still  to  make  their  objection,  others  that  had  spoken  against  the 
Bill  the  day  before,  declaring  their  adherence  to  what  they  had 
then  said  ;  and  many  more  under  so  great  discouragement  and 
discountenance  as  was  manifested  sitting  silent,  which  we  are 
sure,  in  the  regular  passing  of  laws,  can  never  be  reckoned  for 
a  consent." 

Among  the  causes  which  prepared  the  people  of  Massachu- 
setts for  the  hearty  accomplishment  of  the  Revolution,  that  ter- 
minated the  usurpation  in  New  England,  1689,  was  that  of 
Taxation.  Being  subject  to  the  government  of  a  President  and 
Council,  independent  of  their  choice,  they  considered  the  orders 
of  such  authorities  for  levying  rates  upon  them  as  contrary  to 
the  rights  of  Englishmen.  Hence  the  leading  men  of  various 
towns  objected  to  the  assessment  of  them.  But  overpowered 
by  the  heavy  hand  of  Governor  Andros,  they  were  forced  to 
yield  till  a  fairer  opportunity  for  resistance  should  be  offered. 
With  reference  to  this  subject,  we  have  the  ensuing  occur- 
rences. 

Relative  to  the  act  of  March  3d,  the  voters  of  Ipswich  met 
Aug.  23,  and  passed  the  following  resolve :   *'  This  act  doth 
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infiringe  their  liberty  as  English  subjects  of  his  Majesty,  by 
interfering  with  the  Statute  laws  of  the  land,  by  which  it  was 
enacted,  Uiat  no  taxes  should  be  levied  upon  the  subjects  with- 
out the  consent  of  an  Assembly,  chosen  by  the  Freeholders  for 
assessing  the  same,  they  do,  therefore,  vote,  that  they  are  not 
willing  to  choose  a  Commissioner  for  such  an  end  without  said 
privileges,  and,  moreover,  consent  not  that  the  Selectmen  do 
proceed  to  lay  any  such  rate  until  it  be  appointed  by  a  General 
Assembly,  concurring  with  the  Governor  and  Council."  This 
was  openly  endeavoring  to  withhold  the  public  purse  from 
the  Government,  without  which  they  would  be  unable  to  wield 
the  sword  of  authority.  It  was  consonant  with  the  spirit  of 
opposition  exhibited  in  England  against  the  oppressive  rule  of 
the  Stuarts.  It  met  with  prompt  and  energetic  retaliation 
from  Andros. 

Sept.  15.  A  warrant  is  ordered  to  apprehend  Thomas 
French,  John  Andrews,  and  John  Appleton,  of  Ipswich. 

Sept.  16.  Nathaniel  Brown,  selectman,  and  Joshua  Bailey, 
constable  of  Salisbury,  give  recognizance,  each  for  i&lOO,  to 
answer  charges  before  Peter  Bulkley,  Esq. 

A  recognizance  of  John  Bailey,  James  Bailey,  Joseph  Jewett, 
Joseph  Chaplin,  selectmen  of  Rowley,  each  for  £100,  is  given 
to  answer  before  the  Governor. 

John  and  Benjamin  Stevens,  selectmen  of  Salisbury,  in  £  100 
each,  are  similarly  obligated. 

Gov.  Andros,  under  his  own  hand,  issues  a  warrant  for  the 
apprehension  of  Rev.  John  Wise,  and  William  Hewlett,  of 
Ipswich. 

The  names  of  persons  at  a  town  meeting  in  Topsfield,  Aug. 
30,  are  given.  With  reference  to  this  meeting,  William  Hew- 
lett, of  Ipswich,  was  "  supposed  to  be  the  person  that  brought 
seditious  papers"  into  it  and  read  them  for  the  consideration  of 
the  persons  convened! 

Acknowledgments  are  presented  to  Gov.  Andros  by  John 
How  and  Epbraim  Dorman,  of  Topsfield. 

Sept.  19.  A  warrant  is  issued  to  apprehend  Dudley  Brad- 
street  of  Andover,  Samuel  Appleton  and  William  Hewlett  of 
Ipswich,  and  Nathaniel  Saltonstall  of  Haverhill. 

Sept.  21.    A  petition  is  presented  by  John  Fierson,  sen., 
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John  Dresser,  sen.,  John  and  James  Bailey,  Joseph  Jewetti  and 
Joseph  Chaplin,  selectmen  of  Rowley,  in  which  they  excuse 
themselves  to  the  Governor,  for  impeding  the  warrant  for  laying 
rates,  and  express  their  readiness  to  proceed  with  this  business. 
So  it  was  with  John  Appleton,  John  Andrews,  Robert  Kins* 
man,  Nathaniel  Treadwell,  Thomas  Hart,  and  John  Whipple, 
selectmen  of  Ipswich,  and  also  with  Rev.  John  Wise  and 
Thomas  French,  of  the  same  town. 

William  Hutchins  of  Bradford,  Commissioner  for  taxes  there, 
apologized  to  the  Governor  for  not  sending  a  list  of  them,  as 
required  by  law,  because  it  was  not  properly  made.  He  was 
imprisoned. 

Jacob  Morrell,  Joshua  Bailey,  William  Hutchins,  John  Pier- 
son,  John  Dresser,  John  Wise,  Robert  Kinsman,  John  Appleton, 
John  Andrews,  John  French,  William  Rayment,  and  William 
Goodhue,  all  of  Essex  County,  <<  being  committed  for  refusing 
to  pay  their  rates,  pursuant  to  the  aforesaid  warrant,  and  making 
and  publishing  factious  and  seditious  votes  and  writings  against 
the  same,  were  this  day  severally  examined  in  Council.  Ordered 
that  they  stand  committed  till  they  have  their  tryall  att  Boston 
by  speciall  commission,  which  his  Excellency  will  please  to 
issue  for  the  next  week." 

<<  Benjamin  Stevens,  John  Stevens,  James  Baily,  Joseph 
Jewett,  Nathaniel  Treadwell,  John  Whipple,  and  John  Weed, 
being  committed  for  like  misdemeanors,  and  examined,  ordered 
that  they  be  bound  over  in  £200,  each  with  surtyes  to  appeare 
att  the  next  Superior  Court  to  be  holden  in  the  County  of 
Essex,  to  abide  their  trialls,  and  in  the  meane  time  to  be  of 
good  behaviour." 

"  Nathaniel  Browne,  John  Bayly,  Joseph  Chaplin,  Thomas 
Hart,  Symon  Wood,  John  Harris,  Thomas  Patch,  Andrew 
Elliott  and  John  Sibley,  being  likewise  apprehended  for  the 
same  misdemeanour,  but  on  their  examinacon,  appearing  more 
ingenuous  and  lesse  culpable  then  others,  upon  their  humble 
submission  and  acknowledgement,  were  discharged  paying 
their  fees." 

Sept.  23.  "  The  severall  townes  in  the  County  of  Essex, 
except  Salem,  Newberry  and  Marblehead,  having  neglected  and 
refused  to  do  their  dutyes  in  choosing  a  commissioner,  and 
makeing  the  lists  and  assessments  of  their  respective  inhabitants, 
as  by  law  they  ought ; 

«  Ordered,  that  Charles  Bedford,^  Esq.,  High  Sherriffe  of  the 
said  County,  with  Wm.  Browne,  John  Hawthorne,  and  Phillip 
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Nelson,  Esqrs.,  Justices  of  the  Peace  within  the  said  County, 
or  any  two  of  them,  doe  summon  the  inhabitants  in  their 
respective  townes  to  meete  together  and  to  bring  a  particular 
account  of  their  estates,  as  by  law  directed,  and  that  the  select- 
men attend  accordingly,  and  that  they  have  a  list  made  of  all 
the  male  persons  above  sixteen  yeares  of  age,  and  a  true  esti- 
macon  of  all  their  reall  and  personall  estates,  according  to  law ; 
and  returne  the  same  severally  unto  the  said  Treasurer  with  all 
speed.  And  that  they  also  make  enquiry  in  the  severall  townes 
of  Gloucester,  Haverhill  and  Boxford,  and  examine  and  binde 
over  such  persons  as  have  beene  factious  and  seditious  there, 
and  contemptuously  refused  to  obey  and  execute  the  warrants 
of  the  Treasurer.  And  that  the  charge  of  this  service  be  de- 
frayed by  the  said  severall  townes  proporconably." 

Sept.  28.  "  Ordered,  that  the  current  prices  of  come  in  pay- 
ment of  the  publique  rates  be  as  followeth ;  viz.  Wheat  4/., 
rye  2/8.,  Indian  corne  1/8.,  peas  3/6.,  oats  1/4,  malt  and  barly 
3/." 

Sept.  30.  Dudley  Bradstreet,  Commissioner  of  B^tes  for 
Andover,  having  refused,  according  to  the  direction  of  his 
townsmen,  to  make  returns,  was  committed. 

Oct.  5.  Mr.  ^radstreet,  having  apologized  for  acting  in  com- 
pliance with  the  instructions  of  Andover  about  their  rates,  is 
released  on  £1,000  bond  for  his  appearing  at  next  Superior 
Court  at  Salem,  and  in  the  mean  time  <<to  be  of  his  good  beha- 
viour." 

'<  Major  Samuel  Appleton  of  Ipswich  being  likewise  com- 
mitted into  the  custody  of  the  Messenger  on  suspicion  of  being 
concerned  in  the  late  disorders  and  tumults  in  the  County  of 
Essex,  and  now  brought  before  this  Board,  prayed  to  be  dis- 
charged, refusing  to  answer  what  (was)  demanded  of  him." 
Ordered  that  he  stand  committed  to  the  Messenger  untill  fur- 
ther examination. 

Oct.  11.  John  and  Christopher  Osgood  of  Andover,  Samuel 
Hewlett  and  John  Hovey  of  Topsfield,  are  committed. 

Oct.  19.  "  John  Osgood,  Samuel  Howlett  and  John  Hovey, 
of  the  County  of  Essex,  being  apprehended  and  brought  before 
the  Board  to  answer  for  the  contemptuously  refuseing  to  make 
their  rates  pursuant  to  the  Treasurer's  warrant,  and  makeing 
and  publishing  factious  and  seditious  votes  and  writings  against 
the  same,  and  thereupon  being  severally  examined,  Ordered, 
that  they  give  security  in  £500  to  appear  at  the  next  Superior 
Court  at  Salem,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  be  of  good  behaviour." 

Christopher  Osgood  was  arraigned  upon  a  similar  charge, 
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"but  appearing  more  ingenuous  and  lease  faulty  then  the  others, 
upon  his  humble  submission  and  acknowledgement  was  ordered 
to  be  discharged,  paying  his  fees."  ''  Major  Samuell  Appletoa 
of  Ipswich,  committed  to  the  custody  of  a  Messenger  for  being 
a  factious  and  seditious  person,  and  disaffected  to  the  Govern- 
ment,  and  now  brought  before  the  Councill  for  further  exami- 
nation. Ordered,  that  he  continue  committed  untill  he  giue 
sufficient  surety  by  recognizance  in  the  summe  of  £1,000  to 
appeare  att  the  next  Superiour  Court  to  be  holden  att  Salem, 
to  answer  what  shall  be  objected  against  him,  and  in  the  meaue 
time  to  be  of  good  behaviour." 

Nov.  28.  Gov.  Andros's  letter  of  this  date,  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  has  the  following  passage  :  '*  Severall  disaffected  persons 
in  the  County  of  Essex,  who  refused  to  pay  their  rates,  haveiog 
been  proceded  against,  convicted  and  censured  for  their  misde* 
meanour,the  said  rates  have  been  more  ad  vantageoudy  assessed 
and  to  be  collected  accordingly,  and  all  now  more  orderly." 

Nov.  30.  "  Upon  information  given  by  the  Messenger,  that 
Major  Samuell  Appleton  hath  not  attended  the  last  order  of  this 
Board,  Ordered  that  he  be  committed  to  tlie  custody  of  the 
Sheriife,  there  to  remaine  untill  he  give  security  in  £1,000  for 
his  good  behaviour  and  to  appeare  att  next  Salem  Court  and 
pay  his  fees,  etc." 

This  veteran  defender  of  his  country  against  the  allies  of 
Philip  and  the  oppression  of  usurpers,  was  kept  in  prison  till 
March  7,  1688.  Then  he  was  released  on  a  bond  of  £1,000 
to  appear  and  answer  whenever  summoned  by  authority.  His 
townsmen  had  previously  suffered  by  disabilities,  fines  and  im- 
prisonments. This,  also,  was  the  hard  measure  towards  leading 
men  in  other  towns  of  Essex  County,  who  generally  manifest- 
ed their  strong  disapprobation  of  being  treated  as  slaves,  by 
having  their  property  taken  to  support  rulers,  in  whose  election 
they  had  no  choice.  The  case  of  Shadrach  Wilbore,  Clerk  of 
Taunton,  was  alike  calculated  to  receive  the  sympathies  of 
freemen.  He  was  confined  in  prison  three  months,  fiued  20 
marks  and  put  under  heavy  bonds,  for  protesting  against  so 
unconstitutional  a  practice. 

For  six  months,  from  July  1,  1688,  to  Jan.  1,  1689,  the 
amount  of  grain  paid  into  the  treasury  for  taxes,  was  £1,152 
7$,  Ad,  From  Jan.  1,  to  April  17,  1689,  the  loss  of  the  treas- 
ury, in  the  sale  of  9,9773  bushels  of  grain,  received  for  rates, 
was  £99  Is.  3d 

A  printed  declaration  by  inhabitants  of  Bostoui  April  IS, 
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1689,  as  to  the  abuses  of  the  recent  govemment,  has  the  suc- 
ceeding remark : 

<<  Persons  who  did  but  peaceably  object  against  the  raising  of 
taxes  without  an  Assembly,  have  been  for  it  6ned,  some  twenty, 
some  thirty,  aud  others  fifty  pounds." 

1689,  May  20.  In  an  address  to  King  William  and  his 
Queen,  the  Council  for  Safety  in  our  Commonwealth,  with 
their  mind  on  the  illegal  taxation  by  Andros,  and  other  abuses, 
make  the  following  remark  : 

"Then  followed  the  exercise  of  arbitrary  power,  which  had 
almost  ruined  a  late  flourishing  countrey,  and  was  become  very 
grievous  and  intolerable,  besides  the  growing  miseries  and  daily 
fears  of  a  total  subversion  by  the  enemies  at  home  and  invasion 
by  foreign  force.  The  people,  thereby  excited,  resolved  to 
seize  upon  and  secure  some  of  the  principal  persons  concerned 
in  the  management  of  the  arbitrary  government  set  over  them 
by  commission.  Accordingly  upon  the  eighteenth  day  of  April 
(they)  arose  as  one  man,  seized  upon  Sir  Edmund  Andros  and 
others  of  his  evil  instruments,  and  have  secured  them  for  what 
justice,  orders  from  your  Majesty  shall  direct." 

June  22.  Our  Colonial  Convention  ^  declare,  that  all  the 
laws  relative  to  taxation' and  other  requisitions  of  Government, 
made  under  the  Colonial  Charter,  save  such  as  may  be  repug* 
nant  to  the  laws  of  England,  and  were  in  force  May  12,  1686, 
are  the  laws  of  Massachusetts,  and  shall  continue  so  till  further 
order. 

Aug.  15.  An  order  is  issued  for  a  loan  to  be  obtained  ^<for 
carrying  on  the  War  against  the  Indians,  and  the  public  faith 
is  hereby  given  unto  such  as  shall  disburse  on  that  account,  to 
be  repaid  the  same  out  of  the  first  public  rates,  that  shall  be 
made  and  collected." 

Sept.  9.  Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  "send  forth  his  war- 
rants to  the  constables  and  selectmen  of  ev^ry  Town  within 
the  Colony,  requiring  the  Constables  to  call  together  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  Town  to  choose  a  Commissioner  to  joyne  with 
the  Selectmen  to  make  a  list  of  all  mate  persons,  in  the  same 
Town,  from  16  years  old  and  upwards,  aud  a  true  estimation 
of  all  personal  and  real  estates.  The  Commissioners  for  the 
several  Towns  in  every  shire  to  assemble  ^t  the  shire  Town 
to  examine  and  perfect  their  said  lists  upon  the  second  Wed- 

1  TbsConveBtion  agreed,  Jan.  f4, 1690,  to  "  be  beoeefoith  termed  a  General  Court" 
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nesday  in  October  next,  and  speedily  to  transmit  the  same  unto 

the  Treasurer  under  their  hands,  or  a  major  part  of  them." 

Nov.  9.  A  bill  is  passed  by  the  Representatives  and  Council 
for  six  rates.  One  of  them  is  to  be  paid  in  cash.  The  rest 
are  payable  in  wheat  at  5/6,  barley  and  barley  malt  3/6,  rye  3/, 
Indian  corn  3/,  peas  4/.  One  third  discount  is  granted  for 
money.  This  was  "  for  the  paying  of  soldiers,  and  other  pub- 
lic charges,  that  have  arisen  since  the  Revolution  by  reason  of 
the  War,  and  securing  the  Castle  and  Prison." 

Dec.  4.  Ordered  that  one  rate  and  a  half  in  money  be  as- 
sessed for  our  agents  in  England. 

Dec.  16.  ''  Ordered  that  the  soldiers  that  were  impressed  by 
order  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  and  sent  forth  against  the  Indian 
enemy,  do  reserve  their  head  money  of  the  six  Rates  in  their 
own  hands  until  further  order." 

A  Declaration  of  the  Massachusetts  Convention  is  made, 
that  the  King's  letter  of  Aug.  12,  1689,  allowed  them  to  admin- 
ister the  Colonial  laws,  as  they  had  stated  the  foregoing  June 
22d,  until  he  should  make  further  provision  for  such  an  object. 

1690,  Feb.  20.  Ordered  that  the  following  law,  passed  Oct 
13,  1680,  be  revived. 

<<  For  the  prevention  of  future  mistakes  in  the  law,  title  pub- 
lick  charges  wherein  Troopers'  abatement,  as  to  their  persons 
and  horses,  being  exempted,  it  is  ordered,  that  henceforth  all 
Troopers  (excepting  only  those,  who  by  the  first  law,  anno 
1648,  were  allowed  5s,  a  man  and  the  abatement  of  their  head 
and  horse,  which  is  only  to  be  understood  as  to  one  single 
country  rate)  shall  pay  for  their  heads  and  horses  to  ail  publick 
assessments,  as  others  do,  provided  that  such  as  listed  them- 
selves upon  the  accompt  of  that  priviledge  hereby  abated  as  to 
their  heads  and  horses  only,  shall  have  free  liberty  to  dispose 
of  their  horses  and  list  in  the  foot  company  again." 

March  14.  Ten  single  country  rates  are  ordered.  One  third 
discount  is  allowed  for  cash.  Grain  was  appraised  as  follows  : 
wheat  at  6/,  rye  4/,  oats  1/6,  Indian  corn  3/6,  peas  4/,  barley 
and  barley  malt  4/,  a  bushel.  This  was  for  "  the  war  with 
the  Indians,  expedition  against  the  French,  and  dispatches  to 
their  Majesties  "  for  assistance. 

Nov.  7.  Ordered,  that  the  Treasurer  issue  warrants  for 
raising  twenty  single  country  rates,  "  according  to  the  prises 
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of  proTision  sett."  One  third  discount  for  money  is  granted. 
Each  poll  is  to  be  reduced  to  12d.  in  every  rate.  Thus  the 
law  for  1/8.  a  poll,  as  reappointed  in  1653,  was  altered,  though 
it  seems  for  the  most  part  to  have  been  subsequently  and  sub- 
stantially complied  with. 

Dec.  12.  "  Ordered  that  all  country  pay  with  one  third 
abated,  shall  pass  as  current  money  to  pay  all  country  debts  at 
the  same  prises  set  by  this  Court,  except  what  hath  been  bor- 
rowed in  money,  shall  be  paid  in  money." 

Dec.  24  The  General  Court  requires  that  the  Treasurer  and 
his  subordinates  receive  the  paper  money  ordered  the  10th  inst. 
and  about  being  issued  by  them,  for  the  use  of  the  Colony,  in 
^<  all  public  payments." 

1691,  Feb.  10.  <'For  the  discharging  of  the  public  debts, 
contracted  within  this  Government  for  the  maintenance  and 
defence  of  their  Majesties'  interests,  against  the  hostile  invasions 
of  their  French  and  Indian  enemies,  It  is  ordered,  that  the  sum 
of  eight  thousand  pounds  be  annually  assessed  upon  the  estates 
and  persons  within  y'  gouernment  by  the  space  of  four  years 
next  ensuing,  to  be  collected  and  paid  into  y*  Treasury  of  this 
Colony,  either  in  y*'  Bills  of  credit  to  be  granted  forth  by  order 
of  this  Court,  or  in  graine  or  prouision  at  the  money  price,  as  it ' 
shalbe  annually  set  by  the  General  Court  and  to  be  paid  in  by 
the  first  of  May  yearly." 

April  14.  A  new  item  for  discharging  rates,  was  the  public 
bills  of  credit. 

May  26.  Ordered  that  the  prices  of  grain  and  provision  for 
the  payment  of  rates,  "  be  the  same  in  the  County  of  West- 
hampshire  as  in  the  other  counties." 

May  29.  One  third  is  to  be  discounted  for  money  in  the 
payment  of  taxes. 

June  2.  As  New  Hampshire,  upon  their  petition,  had  come 
under  the  protection  of  Massachusetts,  the  General  Court  of  the 
latter  require  taxes  to  be  assessed  in  the  former. 

June  25.  An  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  General  Court  to 
certain  committees,  is  here  presented : 

''Gentlemen,  the  distresses  befalling  us  by  God^s  letting 
loose  the  heathen  afresh  to  commit  horrid  outrages  and  bar- 
barities, awfully  threatening  the  desolation  of  the  out  Towns 
and  Plantations,  besides  the  annoyance  given  by  sea,  and  fears 


trS  DUTIES  ON  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

of  what  attacks  we  may  probably  meet  with  in  that  respect, 
and  the  hazard  of  exposing  their  Majesties'  interests,  without 
some  meet  preparations  be  made  for  our  defence  and  safety 
against  the  incursions  of  the  Anti  Christian  and  heathen  enemies. 
And  the  late  great  charges  and  disappointments,  that  have  hap- 
pened, having  exhausted  the  publick  Treasury,  so  that  it  is 
impracticable  for  us  to  manage  and  carry  on  the  publick  atfayres, 
in' what  is  necessary,  unless  some  present  supply  be  made,  and 
God  stir  up  a  publick  spirit  in  those  that  are  able  ;  wherein  the 
gentlemen  of  Boston  and  Salem  have  approved  themselves 
very  worthy  to  provide  for  our  defence  by  sea  ;  we  have  there- 
fore thought  fit  to  request  yourselves  and  some  other  gentlemen 
in  several  countys  forthwith  to  make  a  visit  to  the  Towns  in  the 
respective  Countys  to  discourse  the  Selectmen  and  some  of  the 
principal  gentlemen,"  and  thus  raise  £lfiOO  in  money  towards 
rates  already  ordered. 

This  sum  was  for  ammunition,  provisions,  and  clothes  of 
soldiers,  who  were  going  against  the  enemy. 

Dec.  8.  The  Legislature  ordered  that  the  poll  tax  for  sol- 
diers, who  were  in  Canada  expedition,  should  be  abated. 

Dec.  11.  The  Selectmen  of  Charlestown  having  neglected 
to  assess  their  proportion  of  the  £24,000,  the  General  Court 
appoint  other  persons  to  perform  this  duty.  The  reason  for 
such  omission  was  probably  owing  to  the  objection  which  lead-* 
ing  men  there  had  expressed  against  the  constitutionality  of  the 
Colonial  government,  as  then  existing. 

Dec.  25.  To  relieve  the  burden  of  taxation,  the  subsequent 
duties  were  continued  on  imports  and  exports.  For  imported 
wine,  5/.  a  pipe ;  rum,  6/.  a  hhd. ;  sugar,  12d.  a  hhd. ,-  mo< 
lasses,  6d.  a  hhd. ;  tobacco,  6d.  a  hhd. ;  logwood,  12d.  a  tun ; 
train  oil,  3d.  a  bbl. ;  pork,  3d.  a  bbl.  ,*  beef,  lid.  a  bbl.  For 
every  hundred  bushels  of  peas  and  wheat,  2/. ;  of  Indian  corn, 
rye  and  barley,  1/. ;  salt,  2d.  a  hhd.,  and  so  proportionably  for 
greater  or  less  quantities.  For  other  commodities,  goods,  wares, 
silver  bullion  and  money,  10/.  for  each  £100  value.  For  every 
ship  or  deck  vessel,  6d.  a  tun.  On  articles  exported,  every 
hundred  quintals  of  fish,  6/8. ;  each  hogshead  of  fish,  3d. ;  each 
barrel  of  mackerel.  Id. ;  each  thousand  feet  of  deal  boards, 
plank  or  joist,  3d.  ;  of  pipe,  hogshead  or  barrel  staves,  3d. ;  of 
hoops,  Ad. ;  of  shingles.  Id. ;  every  barrel  of  strong  beer  and 
cider,  Id. ;  each  £100  value  in  peltry,  10/. ;  every  ship  or  deck 
vessel,  bound  out,  &d.  a  tun. 
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1692,  May  6.  <<No  houses  or  lands  shall  be  accepted  in 
{Aymept  of  any  public  assessments.  If  the  specie  required  by 
warrant  be  not  tendered,  nor  other  suitable  goods  to  be  found, 
then  the  constable  or  collector  do  take  the  person,  and  commit 
him  to  prison." 

RATE  LISTS. 

Many  lists,  relatiire  to  the  taxation  of  individual  towns,  must 
have  existed  during  the  period  on  which  we  now  are.  But  the 
few  of  them  that  succeed,  are  all  that  the  writer  has  found  in 
MS.,  which  he  thinks  worth  publishing. 


Suffolk  Countjf  Tax. 

1685,  Sept  2. 

Braintree,                      19  10    6 

Boetoo, 

£150    0    0 

Medfield,                       14    7  10 

Dorchester, 

31    7    4 

MiltoD,                          13    1    4 

Rozbury, 

26    0    5 

Hull,i         ) 

Dedham, 

22    7    3 

Meodon,     > 

HingbaiD, 

24  11    9 

Wrentham, ) 

Weymouth, 

16  10    0 

Theee  three  were  taxed,  6  11    1 

A  Country  Rate,  assessed  Jan.  20,  1687.  Its  remains,  show- 
ing a  considerable  deficiency  of  towns,  then  under  Gov.  Andros, 
are  as  follow : 


Sugblk. 

Essex. 

• 

Paid. 

Due. 

» 

Paid. 

Uue. 

Bo0tOD, 

£62  14   3 

1417 

8 

Gloucester, 

£414   0 

Muddy  River, 

317    0 

Beverly, 

913   8 

Medfield, 

10  15   5 

Andover, 

618   0 

Weymoath, 

10  11  10 

Lynn, 
Newbury, 

1310   4 

HinghaiD, 

2  19   0 

8   0 

0 

28   310 

Dorchester, 

201411 

Salisbury, 

516   1 

Milton, 

713   6 

Amesbury, 

218   0 

Hull, 

3  9   6 

2    1 

6 

Haverhill, 

811   0 

Dedham, 

12   6  11 

Marblehead, 

8   6   6 

Wrentham, 

316   0 

Bradford, 

213   4 

Hingham,  **  in 
Milk  Pailea," 

^     412   0 

Wenham, 

3   0   0 

Salem, 

2511    0 

14   8   6 

Braintree, 

1016   0 

1   4 

0 

Ipswich, 

28   8   0 

914   6 

Rozbury, 

1317   7 

Rowley, 

1113   3 

MendoD, 

2   2   6 

117 

0 

Bozford, 
Topsfield, 

3   5   4 

51610 

^"' 

£170   6   5 
BamBtMt. 

28   0 

2 

Manchester, 

17   0 

i 

£127    1    1 

6618   1 

Eaatfaam, 

£617   0 

Barnstable, 

10   4   0 

xfoiruMftfrc. 

Yarmouth, 

8  17    1 

Hadley, 
Hatfield, 

£915   8 

Sandwich, 

7   0   0 

4   5   2 

£32  18    1 

£14   010 

^  The  rale  eommiisiooers  from  Hull,  MeodoB,  and  Wrenibam,  were  abient  al  the  meeting 
«f  Mieb  eommiMioBen  firom  tlw  other  towns  in  Sufiblk  County. 
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O^in^y  qfEkifft  Prommee  and  Bhode  Itkmd, 


Fevenham, 

Rochester, 

Newport, 

Providence, 

Warwick, 


Paid. 
£2    9    0 


Due. 

6  10  0 
13  13 

10    6  0 

4  18  0 


Portsrooath, 
Deptford, 

Town, 


PakL 


14  14  0 
15  0 
3    3    4 


£2    0    0    53  10    0 


• 

The  excise  for  Suffolk,  Essex  and  Middlesex,  ^<  fanned  to 
Nicholas  Paige  and  Giles  Dy er,"  from  Jan.  20, 1686-7,  to  June 
12,  1687,  was  £150. 

Of  a  valuation  of  Boston  in  1687,  there  were  ten  lists,  as 
follow. 


No.  1 

ga?e 

161  polls. 

/'    2 

#f 

218     " 

M    3 

tt 

142     H 

''    4 

II 

185     /' 

''    5 

II 

136       n 

842 


No.  6  gave  about  181  polls. 
n    7    n         176 
"  8    '/    132 

n      ^  n  57 

'/  10         "  54 


n 


It 


It 


II 


600 


The  ninth  list  wm  of  Muddy  River,  and  the  tenth  of  Romnejr  Manh  and  Itlaadg . 

1688,  Aug.  27.    Ten  lists  of  Boston  polls,  etc.,  including 
Muddy  River,  and  Rumney  Marsh  and  the  Islands,  give  1,499 
polls  from  16  years  old  and  upward. 
These  heads  were  rated  at  20i.  each,  £  124  18  4 

Estates  at  1((.  per  pound,  83    4  8| 


£208    3  Oi 


OUDnCRAL  AMOUNT  OF  TAXES.  37S 

GENERAL  AMOUNT  OF  TAXES  FOR  THE  FOLLOWING  YEARS, 

BO   TAR  AS   FOUIID. 


BatM    ! 

RatM  In     DImH  on 

Dtto. 

Aswont. 

in 

grain  or    pradaoe  lor 

Aait.iaoM 

k. 

Milu  proTiaioo.     mooej. 

1676,  May  3, 

£14,050  11.  8  • 

10 

One  quarter. 

£10,537  18 

9 

'»     Oct  11, 

7,039  18    0 

6 

tt 

54m>  18 

e 

1677,  May  23, 

7,039  18    0 

6 

One  third. 

4,693    5 

4 

"     Oct  24, 

1,143  15  Hi 

1 

II 

762  10 

7 

tr           It       91 

2,287  11  11 

2 

II 

1678,  Oct  2, 

2,329    6    21 

2 

One  half. 

1,164  13 

li 

ft           tt      n 

1,164  13    U 

1 

1679,  June  12, 

4,837  14    5 

4 

One  half. 

2,418  17 

31 

"     No?. 

1,151    8    Oi 

1 

One  third. 

767  12 

0 

tt       II 

575  14    Oi 

I 

1680,  Oct  13, 

2,154  11  10 

2 

*/        II     II 

2,154  11  10 

2 

It     No?.  5, 

3 

1 

1681,  Feb.  22, 

269    7  11 

i»» 

''     Oct  12, 

1,094    2    1 

1 

//        It     II 

1,641    2  10 

11 

1682,  Feb.  22, 

1* 

"     Oct  17, 

2,196    3    8 

2 

One  third. 

1,464    2 

5i 

It        It     II 

1,098  11  10 

1 

It 

l^ 

1683.  Feb.  1, 

/'  Niarch27, 

1,340    0    0* 

9 

1 
If 

"     Oct  10, 

971    5    7 

1 

* 

It       It     tt 

1 

One  third. 

tt     No?.  9, 

I 

1684,  May  17, 

485  12    0 

I 

/'     Oct  15, 

1 

1 

1685,  Oct  14, 

I 

1 

16U9,  No?.  9, 

1 

5r 

One  third. 

"     Dec.  4, 

11 

1690,  March  12, 

10 

One  third. 

'/     Jaly  15, 

91 

/'     No?.  4, 

20  li 

One  third. 

1691,  April  14, 

24,000    0    Oi 

(a)  A  iiDgle  rate  had  been  previously  required  tbit  year,  as  presented  od  tlie  Town  fistf. 
See  p.  set.— -(b  e  d)  For  agents  in  London,  who  were  endeavoring  to  prevent  the  nnllifiea* 
lion  of  oar  Ck>lomal  charter.— (e)  This  includes  £40  for  tai  on  wild  lands.  It  was  for  agents 
in  England  and  payment  of  debts  —(f)  This  was  particularly  for  suck  agents.->(g)  Betweea 
1685  and  1689  taxes  were  levied  as  usual,  though  the  amounts  are  not  found  particularly 
designated.— (b)  The  large  number  of  rates  for  this  year,  was  occasioned  by  the  expedition 
against  Canada,  which  cost  Massachusetts  £M,000,  and  led  to  the  issue  of  Prov'aeia)  paper 
BB<>o^y*'~(*)  ^  ^^'  10,  1691,  it  was  ordered,  that  £8,000  be  raised  annually  for  four  years. 
But  on  the  14th  of  April,  it  was  decided  that  £24,000  should  be  immediately  assessed,  and 
paid  by  the  1st  of  May,  I69t,  by  all  who  are  able  to  pay  their  proportion.  Others  weie 
aUowed  to  pay  their  part  of  £8/XK)  annually  to  May  4, 1694. 
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Valttation  of  Live  Stock  for  Bates. 


Oxen,  of  4  years  and  upwards. 
Horses  and  Mares,  3  years  and  above,    . 

**  ^        between  2  and  3  yrs., 

**  *•        yearlings, 

Cows  and  Bulls,  of  4  years,  . 
Heifers  and  Steers,  between  3  &  4  years, 
M  u  u        2  '*  3  ** 

M  U  1    <*    2    '* 

Sheep-,  above  1  year,    .... 

"       Wethers,  above  1  year,     . 
Swine,  above  1  year,    .... 
Asses,  above  1  year,     .... 


1677, 

1683, 

1687, 

May  2a 

May  16. 

Mar.  3. 

£    a. 

£      8. 

£    *. 

3    0 

5    0 

3    0 

5    0 

2    0 

3    0 

1    0 

1  10 
3    0 

2 

2  10 

1  10 

2    0 

15 

OODO 

10 

1  0 

2  0 

1688. 


£  «. 
5  0 
5  0 
3    0 

1  10 
3    0 

2  10 
2  0 
1    0 

10 

10 

I    0 


As  wild  lands  had  risen  in  value,  it  was  ordered,  Oct.  19, 
1682,  that  they  should  be  taxed  2/.  in  money,  for  every  100 
acres.     See  p.  261. 


Prices  of  Grain  for  Taxes. 


/ 


1676,Octll. 

Wheat  5/,  barley  &  barley  malt  4/,  rye  &.  peas  4/,  coni  3/,  oats  2/. 

1678,    "    2. 

«    5A 

a 

U 

4/,   "  4/6,  «  4/,    «  3/,    •*  2/6. 

1680,    «  13. 

"    5/, 

tt 

4( 

4/,  «  4/,    ««  4/,    "  3/,    «  2/. 

1680,  Nov.  5. 

"    ft/, 

(1 

M 

3/6, «  3/,    «  4/,    «  3/6,  «  1/8. 

1681,Octr2. 

«    6/, 

M 

CC 

4/,   «  4/6,  «  4/,    -  3/.    «  2/. 

1682,    ^  19. 

"    5/6, 

i( 

M 

3/6, «  4/,    «  4/6,  «  3/,    "  ^. 

1683,    «  10. 

"  -ft/. 

M 

U 

4/,   «  3/6,             «  3/,    «  2/. 

1685,    •*  14. 

"    5/6, 

M 

Ci 

4/6,  "4/,    «4/,    «3/,    «2/. 

1686,  Dec.  8. 

"    5/t 

«  4/,    «  4/,    «  2/9,  «  2/. 

1687,Sep.28. 

"    4/, 

M 

a 

3/,   «  2/8,  «  3/6,  «  1/8,  «  1/4. 

1688,  July  1. 

«    2/9, 

M 

tt^ 

2/6, «  2/,    «  3/,    "  1/2,  «  lOd 

1689,  Nov.  9. 

"    5/6, 

M 

t/k 

3/6,"  3/,    "4/,    «3/, 

1690,Mar.l4. 

«    5/, 

M 

M 

4/,   «  4/,    «  4/,    "  3/6,  "  1/6. 

1690,Oct21. 

"    4/6, 

U 

14 

4/,              «  4/,    «  3/,    "  1/6. 

At  the  last  of  these  dates,  pork  and  beef  were,  also,  received 
for  taxes,  the  former  at  £3,  and  the  latter  at  36/.  a  barrel.  The 
prices  for  grain,  under  Oct.  21,  1690,  were  stated  for  all  Massa- 
chusetts, except  Hampshire,  where  they  stood  as  follow:—- 
wheat  4/,  peas,  barley  and  barley  malt  3/,  and  corn  2/6. 


PROPERTY  IN  COMMON.  ft77 


PLYMOUTH  COLONY  TAXATION  AND  VALUATION. 

As  this  Plantation  became  actually  incorporated  with  Massa- 
chusetts in  1692,  its  public  pecuniary  concerns  may  properly 
have  a  place  here.  Though  settled  in  1620,  yet  we  find  no 
rate  on  its  legislative  records  prior  to  1633.  A.  reason  for  this 
may  have  been,  that  the  accounts  for  such  matters  were  proba- 
biy  kept  in  the  books  of  the  Company  for  Trade,  which  partly 
existed  in  England  till  the  last  of  September,  1627,  and  then 
six  years  after  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  principal  persons  of 
the  Colony.  These  individuals,  in  order  to  meet  their  respon- 
sibilities to  former  stockholders,  and  to  the  emigrants  under 
their  jurisdiction,  engaged  in  the  fur  trade  of  Maine  and 
elsewhere.  The  property  of  their  Commonwealth,  as  owned 
by  its  inhabitants,  was  not  held  in  common,  as  some  have  sup- 
posed, but  was  retained  and  used,  like  the  property  of  other 
New  England  settlements.  Before  proceeding  to  give  the 
tables  of  taxes,  various  facts,  which  have  a  relation  to  them, 
will  be  presented. 

1642,  Sept.  7.  "  Ordered  that  the  rates  of  the  Townes  for 
publike  charges  for  the  Officers  shalbe  made  into  the  Milners 
(millers)  of  eich  plantacon  by  the  first  of  December  next,  and 
to  be  taken  as  Corne  is  sold  at  Plymouth."  Corn  is  used  here 
as  a  generic  term  for  various  species  of  grain. 

1643,  June.  '*  That  in  every  Towne  there  be  three  or  foure 
men  chosen  by  writing  their  names  in  papers,  as  the  majestrates 
are  chosen,  to  rate  all  the  inhabitants  of  their  Towne  according 
to  their  estates  or  families,  that  is  according  to  goods,  lands 
improved,  faculties  and  personall  abilities,  whether  the  rate  be 
for  any  of  the  townes  in  particular,  or  for  generall  charges,  and 
by  ymproved  lands  are  understood  meddow  land,  plowed  land 
and  bowed  land.''  Then  follow  rules  for  the  accomplishment 
of  this  order. 

As  a  means  of  keeping  the  Colonial  taxes  within  moderate 

bounds  in  periods  of  general  prosperity,  certain  articles  were 

taxed  at  various  dates.     In  1646,  an  excise  was  laid  on  the 

sale  of  <'  wines,  strong  water  and  tobacco,"  and  5/.  required 

for  "  every  share  of  fish,"  made  by  strangers  "  at  the  Cape." 

In  1652,  a  tax  was  laid  on  boards  sawed  without  the  limits  of 

any  town,  but  still  in  the  bounds  of  the  Colony.     A  barrel  of 

oil  was  required  for  "  every  whale  cast  on  shore,  or  bought  of 
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an  iDdian,  or  taken  on  drift  att  sea  and  brought  to  the  shore  in 
any  part  of  this  jurisdiction."  A  duty  was  ordered,  in  1661, 
on  iron,  lumber,  oysters,  tar,  and  imported  lic^uors.  By  the 
general  laws  of  1671,  the  income  of  the  Cape  Fishery,  with  a 
duty  on  each  barrel  of  mackerel,  herring  and  bass,  was  turned 
from  previous  purposes  and  appropriated  to  the  support  of  a  free 
school. 

1648,  June.  General  Court  order  that  Nausset  shall  pay  40/. 
rate  for  last  year,  and  the  same  for  this  year,  and  so  annually ; 
that  the  ^*  severall  townships  are  to  pay  their  rates  according  to 
the  same  proporcon  they  did  the  last  yeare." 

1652,  June.  ^'  Ordered  that  all  corn  that  is  payed  in  defray- 
ing the  publicke  charges  of  the  countrey  be  payed  att  one 
price." 

1659,  June  7.  Enacted  that  "  the  Majestrates  shalbe  hence* 
forth  freed  from  all  publicke  rates  as  respecting  the  filajestrates 
table,  Clark  and  Marshalls  wages." 

1661,  June  7.  Ordered  a  rate  for  £80.  £26  of  this  sum 
payable  in  money,  and  the  balance,  half  in  wheat  and  the  other 
half  in  peas,  barley  or  pork,  at  the  current  price. 

Oct.  1.  *<  As  very  great  spoyle  hath  lately  bin  made  by 
wolues  vpon  all  sorts  of  cattle  in  sundry  Townshipes  within 
this  Gouernment  to  the  great  detriment  thereof,"  such  places 
had  less  means  to  meet  their  tax  bills  with  live  stock  than 
usual. 

1662,  June.  '<  Enacted  that  all  persons  lyable  to  be  rated 
in  every  Towne  be  rated  according  to  theire  visable  estate  and 
faculties,  that  is  according  to  theire  faculties  and  perSonall 
abilities,  whether  they  are  in  lands, — both  meddow  lands,  im- 
proved lands,  or  dormand  lands  appropriated, — or  in  cattle, 
goods  or  stocke,  imployed  in  trading,  in  boates,  barques,  etc., 
mills,  or  other  visible  estate  ;  but  for  the  incurragment  of 
tratficke  that  it  be  ordered  that  Barques,  Catches,  and  bigger 
vessels  may  not  be  rated  above  halfe  their  valine ,'  dormond 
lands  both  upland  and  meddow  to  be  rated  for  every  hundred 
acres  according  to  forty  shillings  estate  ,*  and  if  any  person  lay 
downe  any  parte  of  his  propriety  to  the  comonage  of  the  Com* 
panic  there  associated  together,  hee  shalbee  rated  but  for  what 
quantitie  hee  keepes  his  propriety  in  ;  and  concerning  stockes 
imployed  in  trading  att  home  in  and  about  the  place  where  hee 
lives  shalbee  rated  onely  for  two  thirds  of  such  stockes  soe  im- 
proved ;  as  thus  one  hundred  and  twenty  pound  stocke  to  be 
imployed  in  trading  shalbe  rated  for  eighty  pounds,  and  soe 
proportionable.    Concerning  dormond  lands,  that  the  person  be 
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rated  for  them  in  such  towushipes  as  the  person  that  ownes 
them  inhabites." 

1663.  For  a  rate  of  £126  14  6,  wheat  and  barley  4/8,  In- 
dian corn  3/. 

1663,  June  1.  A  tax  for  £40,  payable  in  money,  or  wheat 
at  4/,  Of  this  rate,  "  the  neighbourhood  of  Sowamsett  is  to  pay 
309. ;  the  neighbourhood  att  Acushena  10^.,  and  Bridgwater 
30$.  in  the  specy  aboue  expressed." 

Oct.  5.  A  rate  of  £114  155.  2d.  had  been  levied  on  the 
several  towns,  "  for  the  charge  of  the  Majestrates  table  and  of 
the  Commissioners  (of  United  Colonies)  and  other  necessary 
charges  of  the  Collonie."  To  be  paid  in  wheat  at  4/6,  malt 
4/6,  except  the  part  for  governmental  officers'  wages,  which 
were  to  be  paid  in  "  Indian  corne  "  at  3/. 

1664,  June  17.  A  warrant  is  issued  for  £60  rate,  payable, 
one  half  in  money  and  half  in  peas  or  wheat. 

Sept.  27.  The  same  is  done  for  £100.  This  was  for  the 
entertainment  of  his  majesty's  commissioners,  payable  half  in 
money  and  half  in  wheat,  peas,  barley  or  Indian  corn.  Such 
grain  "  to  be  delivered  to  the  Treasurer  att  his  house  att  Dux- 
borrow,  or  to  his  order  by  the  16th  of  March  next,  good  and 
marchantable,  and  the  charge  of  transportation  defrayed." 

1665,  June  7.  A  tax  for  £160  is  required.  A  warrant  is 
sent  out  for  £40  of  this  sum  in  money,  and,  Oct.  3,  another 
was  issued  for  the  balance,  payable  one  third  in  wheat  and  two 
thirds  of  it  either  in  wheat,  peas,  barley  or  Indian  corn. 

1666,  June  7.  With  reference  to  the  carriage,  etc.,  of  rates^ 
ordered,  that  ''  each  Constable  is  hereby  itnpowered  to  presse 
boates  or  cartes  with  oxen  or  horses ;  and  the  boat.es,  cartes, 
oxen  and  horses  to  be  payed  for  fraighting  and  carriage  accord- 
ing to  the  ordinary  prise  for  carrying  goods  or  corne  upon  other 
occasions  for  theire  naighbours,  and  for  the  kinds  of  pay  to 
accomplish  this  designe  for  the  Countreyes  occasions,  the  one 
third  parte  is  to  bee  in  wheate  or  porke,  or  both,  one  other 
third  parte  in  barly  or  butter,  or  both,  and  the  other  third  parte 
in  beife,  Indian  corne,  pease  or  rye,  or  any  of  these,  or  some 
parte  in  Tarr,  provided  it  exceed  not  a  third  parte  of  the  last 
third." 

June  9.  £230  are  ordered  for  country  charges,  and  £7  for 
law  books.  The  copy  of  the  record  says  £230,  but  the  footing 
of  the  tax  shows  nearly  £213.     This  is  to  be  paid  in  <<  Specye," 
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as  follows :  one  third  in  wheat  or  pork,  or  both,  one  third  in 
butter,  barley,  or  both,  one  third  in  beef,  Indian  corn,  peas  or  rye, 
or  any  of  these,  or  some  tar,  if  not  one  third  more  than  the 
last  third.  Wheat  at  4/6,  pork  £3  10  per  barrel,  barley  4/, 
bntter  30/  a  firkin,  if  sizeable ;  beef  45/  a  barrel,  Indian  com 
3/,  peas  3/6,  rye  3/6,  tar  9/  a  barrel.  <<  To  be  delivered  to  the 
treasurer,  or  at  Boston,  or  at  Plymouth,  as  he  shall  appoint,  and 
the  charge  of  transportation  defrayed  ;  by  the  first  week  ia 
November." 

1667,  June  5.  A  rate  for  £286  18  8,  is  ordered.  Payable 
one  fourth  in  wheat,  at  4/6,  or  butter  6d.  a  lb.  One  quarter  in 
pork,  or  barley  at  4/,  or  both.  Pork  at  £3  a  bbl.,  or  2i(L  a  lb., 
to  be  paid  for  by  1st  of  October.  The  remaining  half  in  Indian 
corn  at  3/,  or  beef  at  40/.  a  bbl.  or  16/.  a  hundred ;  or  rye  3/6, 
or  peas  3/,  or  tar  8/6.  a  bbl.,  or  any  or  all  of  them,  to  be  paid 
by  the  1st  of  April  next,  where  the  Treasurer  appoints,  if  it  be 
at  Plymouth  or  Boston. 

1668,  June  4.  Ordered  £179  9  6  rate.  Payable  one  fourth 
in  wheat  at  4/6,  or  butter  6d.  a  lb.  One  fourth  in  pork  at  £3 
a  bbl.  or  2id.  a  lb.,  to  be  paid  by  the  1st  of  October.  The 
other  half  in  Indian  corn  at  3/,  or  beef  at  40/.  a  bbl.,  or  rye  3/6, 
or  peas  3/,  or  tar  8/6.  a  bbl.,  to  be  paid  by  the  1st  of  April  to 
the  Treasurer,  where  he  appoints,  if  at  Boston  or  Plymouth. 

1669,  June.  Non-residents  are  to  pay  taxes  for  their  lands 
within  the  Colony. 

1670,  June.  Ordered  a  tax  of  £160  12  8.  Half  in  wheat 
at  4/,  barley  3/6,  butter  Bd.  a  lb.  One  quarter  in  Indian  corn 
at  3/,  One  quarter  in  rye  3/6,  peas  3/,  to  be  delivered  where 
the  Treasurer  appoints,  at  Boston  or  Plymouth.  The  first  half 
to  be  paid  by  Oct.  15,  and  the  second  half  by  the  first  of  April, 
and  the  charge  of  transportation  defrayed. 

A  duty  is  laid  on  each  barrel  of  mackerel  drawn  to  the  shore 
of  Cape  Cod,  as  a  means  of  lessening  taxation  on  the  towns. 

1671,  June.  Ordered  £296  13  4  rate.  Payable  two  thirds 
in  wheat  at  5/,  barley  3/6,  butter  Bd,,  or  money ;  and  one 
third  in  rye  and  peas  3/6,  Indian  corn  3/,  payable  the  first  of 
October  and  first  of  April. 

1672,  June  7.  A  rate  now  ordered,  is  to  be  discharged,  two 
thirds  in  wheat  at  4/6,  barley  3/6,  and  butter  5d,  a  lb.,  and  the 
rest  in  rye  3/6,  peas  3/6,  and  Indian  corn  3/. 
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1674,  June.  Ordered  a  tax  for  £  188  16.  Payable  two  thirds 
in  wheat  at  4/,  barley  3/6,  and  butter  at  Ad.  a  lb.,  and  the  other 
third  in  Indian  corn  3/,  and  rye  3/6,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Treasurer  or  his  order,  in  Boston  or  Plymouth.  The  charge 
of  transportation  to  be  paid.  The  first  payment  to  be  made  by 
the  1st  of  October,  and  the  last  by  the  1st  of  April. 

1675,  June  10.  A  rate  for  £189  5  2,  is  ordered.  Payable, 
two  thirds  in  wheat  at  4/6,  barley  3/6,  butter  Sd.  a  lb.,  or  silver ; 
and  one  third  in  Indian  corn  3/,  rye  3/6,  and  peas  3/.  To  be 
dehvered  and  paid  as  last  particularized. 

1676,  June  8.  The  tax  of  this  date  was  required  to  be  paid, 
two  thirds  in  wheat  at  4/6,  barley  3/6,  and  butter  5d.  a  lb.,  or 
silver ;  and  the  remainder  in  corn  3/,  and  rye  3/6.  Time  and 
place  of  payment  as  before. 

Nov.  4  Cattle  kept  in  the  Colony,  and  owned  by  those  out 
of  it,  are  to  be  taxed. 

"  It  is  ordered  by  the  Court,  that  each  Towne  choose  two  or 
three  men  to  take  a  more  perfect  and  exact  list  of  the  rateable 
estate  of  the  inhabitants  of  each  Towne.  and  for  the  better  and 
more  cleare  bringing  in  of  an  Inventory  of  the  rateable  estate 
of  each  Towne  these  rules  are  to  be  observed  :  First,  that  a 
list  of  the  rateable  estate  of  this  Collonie  shalbe  taken  between 
the  20th  of  May  and  June  Court,  and  presented  to  June  Court. 
2.  That  in  all  Townes  noe  impropriated  lands  lying  dorman, 
that  is  within  the  Towneshipp,  is  to  be  listed  as  rateable.  3. 
That  in  takeing  of  a  list,  that  beasts,  cattle,  sheep,  hoggs,  and 
the  number  of  them  with  the  particular  age  shalbe  expressed, 
aud  not  a  valluation  of  the  worth  of  them  in  a  lumpe  estimated 
by  them  that  take  a  list.  4.  That  after  the  list  taken,  that  the 
Towne  meet  together  to  hear  the  list  read ;  that  if  any  be 
wronged  hee  may  make  it  appeer,  that  hee  may  be  righted, 
and  if  any  have  not  given  a  true  list  of  his  estate  it  may  hap- 
pily be  discovered  and  made  manifest  by  some  naighbours." 

1678,  June  7.  Of  the  rate  granted  at  this  date,  £172  10  2 
are  to  be  paid  in  wheat,  barley,  or  money  ;  £39  13  4  in  Indian 
corn  2/6,  or  rye  3/ ;  £36  17,  for  officers'  wages,  in  corn  at  3/. 

1679,  July  3.  A  tax  is  required  for  £181,  payable  in  two 
assessments,  one  in  the  fall  and  the  other  in  the  spring,  as  pre- 
viously stated,  the  former  payment  in  wheat  4/,  barley  3/,  or 
silver ;  the  latter  in  Indian  corn  2/6,  and  rye  3/. 

1680,  July  10.    The  rate,  at  this  time,  was  to  be  paid  two 
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thirds  in  wheat  4/,  and  barley  3/ ;  and  the  rest  in  Indian  com 
and  rye  3/.     For  the  officers'  tax  corn  was  3/. 

1685,  July.  Voted  that  "  Indian  come  for  defraying  pub- 
licke  charge  and  payeing  all  publicke  officers  be  att  two  shil- 
lings sixpence  pr  bushell." 

1689,  Oct.  2.  A  tax  of  £750,  is  payable  one  third  in  money ; 
one  third  in  grain,  corn  2/,  rye  2/6,  barley  2/,  wheat  4/ ;  one 
third  in  beef  at  10^.  a  hundred,  pork  at  2(2.  a  lb.  After  the 
produce  is  delivered  on  board  any  vessel,  the  charge  is  to  be 
borne  by  the  Colony.  One  sixth  is  abated  for  cash  on  grain  and 
provision.  Yaluation : — Each  ox  £2  10,  cow  £1  10,  steer  and 
heifer,  3  years  old,  £1  10,  of  2  years  old  £1,  of  1  year  old  ISs. 
Each  horse  or  mare  £2,  of  2  years  old  £1,  of  1  year  old  105. 
Every  swine  of  a  year  old  and  upward,  6s.  Sheep  of  a  year 
old  and  upward,  by  the  score,  £5.  Each  acre  of  tillage  land, 
Ss,  Each  acre  of  meadow  and  English  pasture,  ps.  '<  Vessels 
and  trading  estate  not  more  than  half  price.  Faculties  and 
personal  abilities  at  will  and  doome ;  the  like  where  any  neglect 
or  refuse  to  give  in  a  just  account  of  their  rateable  estate." 

1690,  Nov.  4.  Of  a  tax  for  £1,350,  one  half  is  to  be  paid  in 
money,  and  the  other  half  in  wheat  at  4^.,  barley  2s.,  rye  2/9, 
Indian  2/6,  pork  45s.  a  bbl.,  beef  28s.  a  bbl.,  butter  in  firkin 
or  pot,  6d.  a  lb.,  or  less  quantity,  5c/.  a  lb.  All  the  said  grain 
and  provision  to  be  o^erchantable.  A  like  amount,  ordered  the 
next  December,  was  payable  in  pork,  butter,  beef,  and  corn,  at 
the  prices  agreed  on  at  the  General  Court  for  the  rate  of  Nov.  4, 
or  in  cattle  at  money  value. 

1691,  June  2.  As  many  cannot  obtain  money  to  pay  the 
cash  part  of  their  taxes,  they  are  allowed  to  pay  in  '<  specie," 
or  produce,  at  money  price,  and  be  charged  one  sixth  part  more. 
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The  two  subsequent  taxes  were  payable  in  corn  at  6s.  a 
bushel. 

1633,  March  25.    £68  7s. 

Each  pemon  who  waf  assessed  for  this  tax,  had  his  name  entered  on  the  General  Court 
Records. 

1634,  March  26.    £56  i7s. 

was  ao  todividaal  taaalioBt 
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1637,  Jun«  7. 

16il,Sept7. 

]64t,  Sept  27 

£     *. 

£     «. 

£     ». 

Plymouth, 

100    0 

5    0 

5    0 

Diixbury, 

50    0 

3    0 

3  10 

Seitaate, 

50    0 

4    0 

4    0 

Sandwich, 

3    0 

3    0 

Taunton, 

2  10 

2  10 

BanMtable, ' 

2  10 

2  10 

Yarmouth, 

2  10 

2  10 

Manhfield, 

2  10 

2    0 

200    0 


25    0 


25    0 


Hm  fifst  of  these  three  rales  was  for  soldiers  in  the  Pequod  ezpeditioii« 
Tlie  seeoad  was  for  the  salaries  of  public  officers. 

The  tMrd  was  for  soldiers  "  to  be  sent  forth,"  and  so  according  to  its  proportions  oq  the 
towns,  for  a  Jess  or  greater  sum. 


1652- 


1S64. 


1652, 

1658, 

1661, 

1661, 

1662, 

1664, 

1664, 

TowMt. 

Oct  5. 

Oct  2. 

June  7. 

Oct]. 

Octa 

June  a 

Oct  4. 

£a.d. 

£a.d. 

T£f.dL 

£9.d. 

£a.d. 

£a.d. 

£a.<L 

Plymouth, 

3.14.0 

6.]a6 

2.  6.3 

a  ao 

11.  2.0 

aii.o 

a  a6 

Duxbuiy, 

a  7.4 

a  0.9 

2.  2.1 

ai3.o 

ai4.6 

a  0.0 

4.  1.4 

Bcittiate, 

6.  1.0 

iai6.6 

3.15.71 

9.16.8 

la  ao 

9.  1.6 

iai2.3 

Sandwich, 

3.  7.4 

7.17.0 

2.14.7 

5.  9.6 

la  2.0 

5.  1.0 

7.11.4 

Taunton, 

a  7.4 

a  2.0 

2.  2.1 

5.  9.6 

la  2.0 

5.  1.0 

7.1 1.4 

Yarmouth, 

2.17.4 

a  0.9 

2.  2.1 

5.  9.6 

la  2.0 

5.  1.0 

7.11.4 

Barnstable, 

ai4.o 

aia6 

2.  aa 

a  ao 

11.  2.0 

5.11.0 

a  6.6 

Marshfield, 

2.17.4 

a  0.6 

2.2.1 

5.  9.6 

la  20 

a  1.0 

7.11.4 

Rehoboth, 

5.  1.0 

io.ia6 

aia7i 

8.  4.2 

15.  ao 

7.11.6 

11.  7.3 

Eftrtham, 

2.14.0 

4.  7.0 

1.14.0 

aiao 

a  2.0 

4.  1.0 

a  1.6 

Sawama, 

i.tao 

4.  1.3 

5.10.0 

2.  5.0 

a  7.6 

Dartmoutli, 

2.  ao 

1.10.0 

aio.o 

1.  0.0 

2.  5.0 

Bridffewater, 
TbeFbrms 
against  BJsland 

i.ia6 

4.10.0 

2.iao 

aio.o 

I 

1.  0.0 

i.iao 

40.10.8 

71.  8.0a 

25.  086 

e7.17.7c 

125.14.a< 

60.iao 

91.  a2e 

{a)  This  amoont  is  less  by  Bd.  than  the  tax  ordeied.  Bridfewater  was  required  to  ease 
DoslMify  one  third  part  of  its  rate. 

\h)  The  suau  levied  on  the  towns,  were  their  proportions  of  a  tax  for  £80. 

{e)  For  the  salaries  of  public  offieers. 

(4)  For  public  charges  of  the  Colony. 

(€)  Hus  rale  was  for  ehaiges  of  the  magistrates*  table  and  of  the  eonunissionen'  men 
•ad  horses. 
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1665         1667. 

Towns. 

1665,  , 

Fune  7. 

1666,  June  9. 

1667,  June  5. 

£«.(£. 

£    a. 

d. 

£    s.    d. 

£    $.    d. 

Plymouth, 

10    3    6 

3  14 

0 

19    8    6 

25  18    0 

Duxbury, 

9    5    2 

3    7 

4 

17  n    9c 

23  11    4 

Scituate, 

16  12    9 

6    1 

0 

31  15    3 

42  17    0 

Sandwich, 

9    5    2 

3    7 

4 

17  11    9 

23  11    4 

Taunton, 

9    5    2 

3    7 

4 

17  11    9 

23  11    4 

Yarmouth, 

7  17  11 

2  17 

4 

15    4    0 

21  13    4 

Rehoboth, 

13  17    9 

5    1 

0 

26    5    3 

25    7    0 

Eastham, 

7    8    6 

2  14 

0 

14    3    6 

18  18    0 

Sa  warns, 

4    2    6 

1  10 

0 

7  17    6 

10  10    0 

Dartmouth, 

5  10    0 

2    0 

0 

10  10    0 

14    0    0 

Barnstable, 

3  14 

0 

19    8    6 

25  18    0 

Marshfield, 

2  17 

4 

15    4    0 

21  13    4 

93    8    5a 

40  10 

86 

212  11    9d 

277    8    8e 

{a)  The  Records  set  this  tax  at  £l II  9  10.  Barnstable  and  Marshfield  probably  made 
up  the  deficiency. 

{b)  For  officers'  salaries,  except  Governor  and  Assistants. 

(c)  The  rate  for  Duxbury  includes  that  of  Bridg^ewaler. 

{d)  The  Record  says,  that  this  tax  was  for  £230,  thoogfa  the  list  of  the  Towns'  propor- 
tions, as  designated,  g^ives  only  £SIS  II  9. 

(«)  The  warrant,  issued  for  this  rate,  names  it  as  £i86  18  8,  but  the  amount  assessed,  is 
as  at  the  foot  of  the  column. 


1668- 


1671. 


Towns. 

1668,  June  5. 

1670,  June. 

1671, 

June.    * 

£    8.    d. 

£    s.    d. 

£      9. 

d. 

£    #.    d. 

Plymouth, 

16    1    0 

14  16    0 

24  10 

0 

3  14    0 

Duxbury, 

7  11    0 

6  14    8 

11    9 

0 

1  13    8 

Scituate, 

26  15    0 

24    4    0 

.  40  16 

0 

6    1    0 

Sandwich, 

15    1  10 

13    9    4 

22  17 

0 

3    7    4 

Taunton, 

15    1  10 

13    9    4 

22  17 

0 

3    7    4 

Yarmouth, 

12  14    4 

10  19    4 

18  10 

0 

2  17    4 

Barnstable, 

16    1    0 

14  16    0 

24  10 

X) 

3  14    U 

Marshfield, 

12  14    4 

10  19    4 

18  17 

0 

2  17    4 

Rehoboth, 

22    9    0 

20    4    0 

33  16 

0 

5    10 

Eajstham, 

11  18    0 

10    6    0 

16  10 

0 

2  14    0 

Bridgewater, 

7  11  10 

6  14    8 

11    9 

0 

1  13    8 

Dartmouth, 

8  15    0 

8    0    0 

14  12 

0 

3    0    0 

Swansey, 

6  14    6 

6    0    0 

11    9 

0 

1  10    0 

Middleboro*, 

6  12 

0 

179    8    Sa 

160  12    8 

278  14 

06 

40  10    8c 

(a)  The  rale,  as  ordered,  was  £179  9  6,  but  the  assessment  was  £179  8  8.  This  and 
the  tax  of  1670  were  for  Colonial  charges,  aside  from  those  for  officers  of  government. 

{b)  The  ium  of  this  tax  is  not  so  much  as  was  ordered,  unless  it  was  intended  to  comprise 
the  tax  for  officers,  and  then  it  is  more.    See  p.  280. 

(c)  lUs  rale  was  for  oflfeeis  of  govenuneot,  except  the  Governor  and  Assistants. 
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1672 1676. 


Towifg. 

1673,  June  7. 

1674,  June. 

1675,  June  10. 

£  ».    d. 

£     9. 

(L 

£    t.  d. 

£  a.    d. 

Plymouth, 

34  JO    0 

3  14 

0 

16  10    7h 

16  10    7 

Duzbory, 

11    9    0 

1  13 

6 

7  15    2h 

7  15    2 

Bridgewater, 

11    9    0 

1  13 

6 

7  15    3i 

7  15    2 

Scituate, 

40  16    0 

6    1 

0 

37  11    Qk 

27  11    6 

TavDton, 

32  17    0 

3    7 

4 

15    8  Hi 

15    8  11 

Sandwich^ 

23  17    0 

3    7 

4 

15    8  llil 

15    8  11 

Yannooth, 

18  10    0 

2  17 

4 

13    9    3i 

12    9    3 

Barnstable, 

34  10    0 

3  14 

0 

16  10    7i 

16  10    7 

Marahfield, 

18  13    0 

3  17 

4 

13  11    Ah 

12  11    4 

Rehoboth, 

33  16    0 

5    1 

0 

33  16    61 

32  16    6 

Swansey, 

11    9    0 

1  10 

0 

7  16    6il 

7  16    6 

Dartmouth, 

14  13    0 

3    0 

0 

9  19    2i 

9  19    0 

Middleboio', 

6  13    0 

4  19    lil 

4  19    0 

Eaatham, 

16  10    0 

3  14 

0 

11    2    9k 

11  12    9 

278    9    0 

40  10 

8a 

188  16    06 

189    5    2c 

(a)  For  the  lalaries  of  ollicen,  «zceptin|^  Govenior  and  AssittaoCt. 
{b)  The  foot  of  the  rate  on  the  MS.  book  ii  £188  \b  lOJ. 
(c)  The  amount  of  the  tax  on  the  Reeord  was  £188  15. 


1676 1677. 


Towns. 

1676,  June. 

1676,  July  22. 

1677,  Jul) 

10. 

£  8.  d. 

£     8. 

d. 

£     8. 

d. 

£     8. 

d. 

£  8.     d. 

Plymouth, 

19    8    4 

351    3 

9 

19    0 

0 

15    0 

0 

4    0    0 

Doxbory, 

8  16    6 

164  19 

0 

11    6 

6 

8    6 

6 

3    0    0 

Bridgewater, 

8  16    6 

164  19 

0 

10    0 

0 

7    3 

0 

2  17    0 

Scituate, 

31  19    6 

586    7 

4 

30  10 

0 

24  10 

0 

6    0    0 

Taunton, 

18    4  11 

337  15 

6 

16    0 

0 

13  10 

0 

3  10    0 

Sandwich, 

18    4  11 

337  15 

6 

32  16 

0 

18  16 

0 

4    0    0 

Yarmouth, 

14  16    0 

366    1 

0 

18  10 

0 

15    0 

0 

3  10    0 

Baniatable, 

19    8    4 

351    3 

9 

24    5 

0 

20    5 

0 

4    0    0 

Manhfield, 

14  16    0 

366    1 

0 

18  10 

0 

15  10 

0 

3    0    0 

Rehoboth, 

27    3    6     485    5 

4 

12    0 

0 

8  17 

0 

3    3    0 

Eaatham, 

12  13    0     236    5 

0 

15  18 

0 

12  18 

0 

3    0    0 

Swanaey, 

165    0 

0 

5    0 

0 

5    0 

0 

194    7    6 

3693  16 

3a 

203  15 

6 

163  15 

66 

40    0    Oe 

(a)  It  will  be  perceived  that  the  taxes  for  1676  were  very  great.    This  was  caused  by  the 
Indian  war. 

(b)  Payable  to  the  Treasaier. 

(c)  For  the  salary  of  oiBeers.  eseept  the  Governor  and  AssistanU. 

36 
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167a 


1680. 


TOWHS. 

1678,  June  7. 

1680,  July  10. 

£   #. 

(f. 

£     8. 

d. 

£    «.   d. 

Plymouth,  .... 

23    6 

8. 

16  10 

0 

4    0    0 

Duxbury,    . 

13  17 

0 

7  15 

0 

3    0    0 

Bridge  water, 

13  17 

0 

7  15 

0 

2  15    0 

Scituate,     • 

37    2 

0 

26    0 

0 

6    0    0 

Taunton,    • 

20    5 

4 

16  10 

0 

3  10    0 

Sandwich,  . 

28    6 

0 

16  10 

0 

4    0    0 

Yarmouth,  . 

22  16 

8 

12  10 

0 

3  10    0 

Barnstable, 

29    3 

0 

16  10 

0 

4    0    0 

Marshfield, 

22  16 

8 

12  10 

0 

3    0    0 

Rehoboth,  • 

14    5 

4 

14    0 

0 

3    5    0 

Eafltham,    . 

19  15 

4 

11    0 

0 

3    0    0 

SIvTAnnAv 

6  14 

0 

7    0 

0 

DWttUBvjr,      •              •              •              • 

40    0    Oa 

252    5 

0 

Dartmouth, 

. 

7    0 

0 

Middleborough, 

. 

2    0 

0 

Mannamoy, 

2    0 

0 

175  10 

0 

The  Freeman's  lands  at  Taunton  River, 

. 

2  10 

0 

Accord  Pond  share,    .... 

• 

1  10 

0 

Nannaquaquet  Neck, 

. 

10 

0 

Other  places, 

. 

4  10 

0 

180    0 

0 

(a)  For  paymeot  of  Government  officers,  except  Governor  and  Assistants. 
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1681 


1689. 


Towns. 


Plymouth, 

Duxbury, 

Bridge  water 

Scituate, 

Taunton,  - 

Sandwich, 

Yarmouth, 

Barnstable, 

Marshfield, 

Rehoboth, 

Eastham, 

Swansey, 

Dartmouth, 

Middleboro*, 

Mannamoie, 

Freeman's 

Lands, 
Accord 
Pond 
Shares, 
Nunnaqua- 
quetNeck, 
Saconett, 
or  Little 
Compton, 
Ponckatee- 
sett  Propri- 
etors and 
Inhabitants, 
Inhabitants 
at  Foard's 
Farm, 
Bristol, 
Rochester, 


1681, 
July  8. 


£  9.  A, 
22.  0.0 
10.  6.0 
10.  6.0 
34.14.4 
22.  0.0 
22.  0.0 
16.J3.4 
22.  0.0 
16.13.4 
18.ia4 
14.ia4 
10.  0.0 
a  6.8 
3.  0.0 
2.10.0 

\  2.10.0 
2.  0.0 
0.15.0 
1.10.0 


^3.  0.0 


1682, 
July  13. 


£  «.(/. 
22.  0.0 
10.  6.0 
10.  6.0 
34.144 
22.  0.0 
22.  0.0 
]6.ia4 
22.  0.0 
16.13.4 
18.13.4 
14.13.4 
10.  0.0 
9.  6.8 
3.  0.0 
2.10.0 

2.10.0 
1.  5.0 
0.15.0 
2.10.0 


3.  0.0 


0.15.0 


244.11.4a  244.1&45 


1683, 
July  8. 


£  i.d. 
1&14.0 
8.15.0 
8.15.0 
30.  2.0 
18.14.0 
18.14.0 
14.  a4 

18.14.0 

14.  a4 

14.  3.4 
12.  3.4 
8.10.0 
8.  0.8 
2.11.0 
2.  4.0 

2.4.0 

1.  2.0 

o.iao 

2.  4.0 


1.18.0 


0.13.0 


1684, 
June  6. 


£  «.(/. 

18.14.0 
ai5.0 
a  15.0 

30.  2.4 

la  4.0 
ia]4.o 
14.  a4 
iai4.o 

14.  3.4 
15.17.4 
12.  9.4 

aio.o 
a  0.8 

2.11.0 
2.  4.0 

2.  4.0 
1.  2.0 

o.iao 

2.14.0 


i.iao 


o.iao 


1685, 
June  6. 


£  «.  d 
31.  0.0 
14.10.0 
14.19.0 
49.18.6 

30.  ao 


1686, 
June  5. 


31. 

2a 

31. 


1.0 
9.6 
00 


23.19.6 
26.  4.0 
21.12.6 
14.  1.0 
la  3.6 

4.  a6 

ai2.8 

ai2.8 


1.16.6 


1.  1.8 


ai2.8 


2.  as 


1.  1.8 


207.  1.0c  209.  1.4346.10.0  220.ia0(/ 


£  9,  d. 

19.17.  6 
9.  a  3 
9.17.  9 
31.19.  8 
19.  6.  6 
19.17.  6 
15.  0.10 
19.17.  6 

15.  9.10 

16.  a  1 
la  4.  4 

9.  0.  0 

aio.  0 
2.ia  9 
2.  a  9 

2.  a  9 


1689, 
Oct  2. 


0.14.  0 


2.  a  9 


2.  0.  6 


o.ia  9 


£9.(/. 
60.0.0 
25.0.0 
28.0.0 
88.0.0 
60.0.0 
60.0.0 
41.0.0 
60.0.0 
45.0.0 
48.0.0 

4ao.o 

400.0 

4ao.o 

14.0.0 
7.0.0 

ao.o 


35.0.0 


2.0.0 

35.0.0 
8.0.0 


750.a0 


(a)  This  tax  on  the  Record  was  specified  as  £246  0  4,  besides  £40  for  officers. 
{V)  This,  on  the  Record,  is  £244  114.    The  officers'  pay  was  included  in  this  rate, 
jc)  This  tax  stands  on  the  Record  £209  1  4. 
\i)  This  rate,  on  the  General  Ck>urtbook,  is  £215  18. 
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VALUATION  OF  PROPEfiTT. 


£2,260 


Bristol, 


BmiflTOL  COUIVTT 


Rateable  Estate  of  the  several  Tomis  in  Plymouth  Colony^ 
accepted  by  the  General  Court,  to  proportion  the  Rates  for 
the  past  and  the  present  Year,  1690. 

Plymouth  County. 
Plymoath,  . 
Scitnate, 
Marsbfield,  • 
Duxbuiy,  . 
Bridgewater, 
Midfieborough, 


4,360  Taunton, 


£11,936 


Rehobotb, 
Dartmouth, 
SwanseV) 
582  Little  dompum, 
Freetown,    • 


1,804 
1,500 
1,430 


Barhstablx  County. 

Barnstable,  . 
Yarmouth,  • 
Sandwich,  • 
Eastham,  . 
Rochester,  • 
Monamoy,  . 
Succonessett, 


3,000 

2,777 

2,500 

2,506 

367 

505 

405 


£12,060 


£1,049 
2,669 
2,117 

1,500 

'  2,000 

349 

£11,904 


Rbcapitulation. 

Plymouth  County, 
Barnstable  County,    . 
Bristol  County,  . 

Total,      . 


11,936 
12,060 
11,904 

£35,900 


Tax  on  Towns  in  their  respecHve  Counties.  ^ 


>  The  first  tax  list,  which  the  writer  hai  diseovered,  made  out  for  Towns,  in  Flymooth 
Colony,  by  their  Counties. 

*  The  tax  required  was  £l,3fi0.  The  next  December  another  rate,  of  the  same  amount, 
was  ordered.  Towards  the  first  of  these  two  rates,  the  Hatherly  lands,  near  Accord  Pond, 
were  to  pay  BOt.,  and  Foard's  farm,  and  parts  aiQacent,  to  pay  £3.  The  former  tax  was  for 
the  war,  and  the  latter  expressly  for  the  payment  of  soMiers  to  Canada  and  the  Eastward. 


Plymouth  County.             i 

Bristol  County. 

Nov.  4, 1690. 

£    «.  dL 

£    8.d. 

Bristol,  . 

39    69 

Plymouth, 

84  15  0 

Taunton, 

.      100  16  9 

Scituate, 

.      163  10  0 

Rehoboth, 

79    79 

Marsbfield,     . 

67  13  0 

Dartmouth,     . 

82  10  0 

Dttxbury, 

56    5  0 

Swansev, 
Little  dompton, 

56    50 

Bridgewater,  . 
Middleborough, 

.        57    7  6 

75    0  0 

21  16  6 

Freetown, 

13    1  9 

451    7  0 

446    SO 

Barnstabli 

B  County. 

£    8.  d. 

RBCAPITULi 

LTION. 

Barnstable,     . 

.      112  10  0 

£     9.  d. 

Yarmouth, 

.      104    2  9!Plymouth  County,  . 

.    451    7  0 

Sandwich, 

93  15  OBamstable  County,  . 

.    452    4  9 

f^tham, 

93  19  6|  Bristol  County, 

.    446    8  0 

1t.m*  hAattf  r 

13  15  0 

18  18  9 

Monamoy, 

Total, 

1,349  19  9* 

Succonessett, 

15    3  9 

452    4  9 

PRICE  OF  COMMODITIES.  Sgg 


Taxes  besides  the  preceding^  not  particularized  as  to  Towns. 

1652,  June  29,  Tax  for  £40. 

1653,  ^      5,     ""    for  £20  for  the  Magistrates'  Uble. 

1663,  <'  ^    for  £40  in  money. 

1664,  Sept  27,     <<    for  £100. 
1669,  Jufy,  «    for  £158  13  4. 

1677,  ^    for  £202  15  6,  including  £40  for  officers. 

1679,  July    3,     ««    for  £141,  exclusive  of        «    "       « 

«       u       tt      ti    for  £40,  for  salary  of  officers. 
IttO,  Dec  ^    for  £1,350,  besides  the  same  amount  ordered  the  pre- 

ceding month. 


of  Cfrain  and  other  Commodities^  for  the  payment  of 
Taxes  in  Plymouth  Colony. 

1613,  Maivh  25.    Com  6/. 
1634,  March  26.    Com  6/. 

1663,  Oct  5.    Wheat  ^  4/6,  malt  4/6,  Indian  com  3/. 

1664,  Sept  27.    Wheat  4/6,  barley  4/,  Indian  com  3/,  peas  3/6. 

1666»  JuM  9.  Wheat  4/6,  barley  4/,  Indian  com  3/,  peas  and  lye  3/6,  poik 
£3  10  a  bbl.,  butter  30/  a  firkin  if  sizeable,  beef  45/  a  bbL, 
tar  9/  a  barrel. 

1667,  Jane  5.    Wheat  4/6,  barlev  4/,  Indian  corn  3/,  peas  3/,  lye  3/6,  batter 

6dL  a  lb.,  pork  £3  a  bbl.  or  2hd.  a  lb.,  beef  40/  a  bbl  or  16/  a  hun- 
dred, tar  8/a 

1668,  Jane  4.    Wheat  4/6,  Indian  com  3/,  peas  3/,  rye  3/6,  beef  40/  a  bbl., 

pork  £3  a  bbl.  or  ^d.  a  lb.,  butter  ^  a  lb.,  tar  8/6  a  bbl. 

1670,  June.    Wheat  4/,  barley  3/6,  Indian  com  3/,  peas  3/,  rye  3/6,  batter 

5<i.a  lb. 

1671,  Jane.    Wheat  5/,  barley  3/6,  Indian  corn  3/,  peas  3/6,  lye  3/6,  butter 

5(<.alb. 

1672,  Jane  7.    Wheat  4/6,  barley  3/6,  Indian  com  3/,  peas  3/6,  lye  3/6,  but- 

ter 5d  a  lb. 

1674,  Jane.    Wheat  4/,  barley  3/6,  Indian  com  3/,  rye  3/6,  batter  M.  a  lb. 

1675,  June  10.    Wheat  4/6,  barley  3/6,  Indian  com  3/,  peas  3/,  rye  3/6,  but- 

ter 5d.  a  lb. 

1676,  June  8.    Wheat  4/6,  barley  3/6,  Indian  com  3/,  rye  3/6,  butter  5(2.  a  lb. 
1678,  June  7.    Indian  com  2/6, 3/  for  officers'  wages,  lye  3/. 

1079,  July  3.  Wheat  4/,  barley  3/,  Indian  com  2/6,  rye  3/. 
1680,  July  10.  Wheat  4/,  barley  3/,  Indian  com  3/,  rye  3/. 
1685,  July.    Indian  com  2/6. 

1689,  Oct  2.    Wheat  4/,  barley  2/,  Indian  com  2/,  lye  2/6,  beef  10/  a  hun- 

dred, pork  2a.  a  lb. 

1690,  Not.  4.    Wheat  4/,  barley  2/,  Indian  com  2/6,  rye  2/9,  pork  45/  a  bbl., 

beef  28/  a  bbL,  butter  in  firkin  or  pot  6d.,  or  less  quantity  5(i.  a  lb. 


>  Wheat,  IB  the  preecding  JoiMy  wu  wt  at  4«. 


2Q0  SECOND  CHARTER  TAXATION. 


LEGISLATIVE  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  THE  SECOND  CHARTER, 

Having  reached  the  first  session  of  our  Provincial  Govern- 
ment, under  the  second  charter,  whiqh  began  the  8th  of  June, 
1692,  it  is  thought  that  this  epoch  is  a  suitable  one  for  the 
commencement  of  a  new  section  on  the  subject  before  us. 

Transadions  of  the  General  Court,  etc,  relative  to  Taxes,  from 

1692  to  1720. 

1692,  June  8.  Ordered  that  IO5.  a  poll,  and  one  quarter 
part  of  the  annual  income  on  all  real  and  personal  estate,  in  the 
Province,  be  assessed.  Such  a  tax  amounted  to  £30,000. 
Two  thirds  of  this  sum  are  comprised  in  the  lists  under  the 
date  at  the  head  of  this  article,  and  the  other  third  was  paid 
the  next  year.  The  Act  for  so  large  a  rate  was  signed  by  Gov. 
Phips  the  24th.  It  was  for  the  defence  of  the  exposed  parts 
of  the  Province,  prosecution  of  the  war  against  the  French  and 
Indians,  and  other  public  charges. 

1693,  June  14.  <<  It  is  humbly  suggested  to  the  Honorable 
Assembly,  that  the  Constable  of  Springfield,  going  to  Hartford 
with  a  boate  load  of  corne,  about  130  bushels  of  pease  or  more, 
to  put  it  on  board  of  a  vessel  there,  for  y"  Treasurer,  by  y* 
Providence  of  God,  in  going  downe  y®  falls,  it  became  wholly 
lost  or  altogether  unserviceable,  (as  also  once  before  some  loss 
was  in  a  loading  of  corne  sent  from  thence  for  y^  Treasurer,) 
that  y*  Constables  may  haue  credit  for  such  miscaryed  pay- 
ments, truly  made  by  him,  as  if  they  had  not  miscaryed. 

Benjamin  Davis." 

The  next  day,  the  House  voted,  that  if  the  loss  was  not 
through  any  carelessness  of  the  constable,  the  loss  should  be 
allowed  to  him. 

That  we  may  calculate  how  much  the  taxes  were  diminished 
by  other  sources  of  income,  we  have  the  succeeding  statement : 

Excise  from  June  29,  1692,  to  June  30,  1693,     £899  18  I 

Tonnage 23    0  0 

Imposts, 3,284    3  8 

i:4.207    1  9 
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1696,  JuDe  27.  As  an  unusual  requisition,  females,  who 
earned  a  livelihood,  were  taxed  2^.  each,  being  half  of  what 
the  males  were  assessed  a  head,  in  the  tax  of  this  date. 

1696,  Feb.  26.  With  regard  to  the  tax  now  ordered,  the 
act  for  it  required  that  the  Treasurer  '<  be  impowered  to  issue 
bills  of  credit  to  the  value  of  £4,000  more  than  what  is  before 
ordered,  for  which  this  present  tax  and  the  impost  and  excise 
shall  be  a  fund." 

Oct.  16.  Martha's  Vineyard  and  Nantucket  were  remitted 
their  arrears  of  the  £30,000  tax,  provided  they  each  disbursed 
£50  towards  providing  arms  and  ammunition.  The  Lieutenant 
Governor  declared  his  intention  to  have  fortifications  erected 
on  both  of  these  islands. 

1697,  March  25.  As  the  Province  owed  £7,000,  and  had 
no  stock  in  the  treasury,  and  needed  a  large  sum  to  meet  its 
public  occasions,  General  Court  engage  to  secure  the  Treasurer, 
James  Taylor,  for  whatever  sums  he  may  advance  of  his  own 
means,  by  the  taxes,  and  duties  of  impost,  excise,  and  tonnage 
of  shipping. 

In  reviewing  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  Province,  the  House 
of  Representatives  stated  that  the  taxes  assessed  from  1692  to 
1702,  inclusive,  were  nearly  £11,000,  one  year  with  another. 

1702,  Session  of  Oct.  15.  As  the  gathering  of  the  public 
rates  was  in  a  great  measure  impracticable,  and  the  necessities 
of  war  demanded  an  immediate  supply,  an  act  is  passed  to  emit 
£10,000  in  bills  of  credit  from  the  Province  treasury. 

We  come  to  the  time,  when  the  views  of  the  Governor  and 
Council,  as  to  the  mode  of  requiring  the  collection  of  taxes, 
clashed  with  those  of  the  more  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature. 
The  latter  demurred  against  the  claims  of  the  former,  for  having 
more  authority  by  the  charter  than  they,  in  the  particular  of 
ordering  the  assessment  of  rates  and  of  expending  the  public 
monies.  But  the  Representatives  were  not  backward  to  main- 
tain what  they  considered  their  right  in  such  a  concern.  They 
were  induced  to  take  this  stand,  in  part,  by  the  repeated  applica- 
tions, on  the  authority  of  royal  orders,  for  the  Governors  to 
have  more  salary  than  they  felt  the  Province  was  able  to  pay. 

1703,  July  17.  With  regard  to  a  bill  for  taxes  on  polls  and 
estates,  the  Representatives  inserted  a  clause  <<of  restriction 
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for  draughts,  to  be  made  on  the  Treasury  for  incidental  charges 
not  to  exceed  thirty  thousand  pounds."  A  committee  of  the 
Council  were  sent  to  the  House  to  represent  *'  the  great  incon- 
veniency  and  hurt  that  might  arise  to  the  Province  by  that 
clause,"  and  to  move  a  reconsideration. 

July  21.  The  Representatives  sent  up  the  bill  not  only  with 
a  continuation  of  the  clause,  but  also,  with  the  addition  of 
another  clause,  '<  declaring  the  several  heads  of  charge  therein 
enumerated,  not  to  be  incidental  but  stated  charges."  The 
Council  sent  the  bill  down,  concurring  with  it  except  the  two 
clauses. 

1703,  July  22.  The  House  returned  the  bill  with  their 
adherence  to  the  two  clauses.  A  message  was  sent  down  ^*to 
intimate  to  the  House  that  there  is  no  vote  of  that  House  to 
the  vote  of  the  Council  thereupon,  and  that  it  is  expected  they 
pass  the  bill  in  the  accustomed  manner  for  payment  of  the 
publick  debt  and  making  good  the  fund  for  the  bills  of  credit 
emitted,  which  by  two  several  acts  already  passed  they  have 
engaged  to  do."  <<  The  Tax  bill  was  again  sent  up  from  the 
Representatives,  with  the  vote  of  that  House  thereupon  adhering 
to  their  former  vote,  whereupon  his  Excellency  directed  John 
Higginson,  Esq.,  to  intimate  to  Mr.  Speaker,  that  he  desired 
Mr.  Speaker  and  the  House  forthwith  to  attend  him  in  Council, 
upon  the  matter  of  the  Tax,  who  accordingly  came  up,  and 
his  Excellency  intimated  to  them  that  the  clauses  of  restriction 
inserted  in  the  said  bill  were  such  an  alloy  to  the  government, 
and  derogatory  to  the  powers  granted  by  the  charter  to  himself 
and  the  Board,  who  were  the  standing  government,  that  he 
would  not  consent  thereto,  but  expected  the  bill  to  pass  in  the 
usual  form,  and  the  fund  for  the  bills  (of  credit)  to  be  made 
good,  and  dismissed  them.  The  following  vote  was  passed 
upon  the  Tax  bill,  and  sent  down  therewith  to  the  House,  viz : 
The  Council,  since  his  Excellency's  speech  with  the  House, 
do  review  their  vote  of  yesterday  above  written,  and  send  it 
down  for  consideration  by  the  House." 

July  23.  The  Representatives,  withdrawing  the  restrictive 
clause  from  the  Tax  bill,  sent  it  up,  so  that  it  passed,  with  the 
resolve,  *<  that  it  is  the  undoubted  privilege  of  this  House  that 
their  concurrence  be  had  in  the  particular  application  of  all  and  ^ 
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every  sum  and  sums,  that  are  put  into  the  treasury,  so  far  as  it 
can  be  practised,  which  resolve  was  read  at  the  Board." 

1703,  Sept.  3.  <<  A  vote  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  granting  a  tax  of  £11,492,  according  to  the  rule  of  the  last 
tax  to  be  paid  in  grain  and  provision  in  the  several  towns  at 
certain  stated  prizes,  and  sent  up  and  read.  A  message  was 
sent  down  by  William  Browne  and  Samuel  Legg,  Esqs.,  and 
the  Secretary,  to  represent  to  y*  House  the  impracticableness 
thereof,  and  the  loss  and  damage  that  will  necessarily  ensue 
to  the  Province  thereby." 

Sept.  4  ''  The  vote  of  the  Representatives  for  a  tax  was 
sent  up  again,  with  a  message  from  the  House,  that  they  in- 
sisted thereon,  which  was  again  read  and  sent  down  by  Elisha 
Hutchinson,  John  Foster,  Penn  Townsend,  Andrew  Belcheri 
and  John  Higginson,  Esqs.,  a  committee  of  the  Board  to  confer 
with  them  thereabout" 

Sept.  7.  <<  The  vote  of  the  Representatives  for  granting  a 
tax,  with  alterations,  was  again  sent  up."  On  the  9th  it  passed 
to  be  enacted. 

Nov.  23.  A  supply  for  the  treasury  was  ordered,  in  £10,000 
bills  of  credit,  £5,000  to  be  a  re-issue  of  old  paper,  and  £5,000 
of  a  new  impression,  for  which  the  next  tax,  with  the  impost 
and  excise,  is  to  be  a  fund. 

1704,  Nov.  18.  Ordered  that  £  12,000  be  emitted  in  bills 
of  credit,  and  that  as  a  security  for  them  the  like  sum  shall  be 
reserved  from  the  tax  of  the  next  year. 

1706,  Feb.  27.  A  resolve  is  passed  to  emit  £8,000  in 
bills  of  credit,  to  be  redeemed  by  the  tax  assessed  at  the  session 
of  May,  1706. 

June  26.  Afler  several  conferences,  "the  Tax  bill  was 
sent  up  again  with  a  written  message,  that  the  bill  be  adhered 
to,  and  that  the  House  cannot  make  alteration  in  the  bill, 
except  the  money  and  silver  payment  be  left  out,  and  corn  and 
provision  be  put  instead  thereof  at  such  rates  as  this  Court  shall 
agree.  And  the  question  being  put,  whether  the  Governor  and 
Gouncil  can,  in  justice  and  honour,  consent  to  the  payment  of 
the  debt  of  twenty-two  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-two 
pounds,  the  fund  of  the  bills  of  credit,  in  silver  at  eight  shillings 
the  oonca  ?    Answered  unanimously,  No."    After  another  con* 
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ference,  the  Tax  bill  was  sent  up,  June  28,  <<  with  the  tackagei 
taken  away,"  and  on  the  30th,  it  was  enacted.  A  principal 
reason  why  the  Governor  and  Council  did  not  concur  with  the 
House  in  valuing  silver  so  high  as  the  latter  did,  was,  thai 
Queen  Anne's  proclamation  had  been  published  here  in  1704, 
and  required  that  it  should  be  estimated  at  a  lower  rate. 

1706,  June  24.  A  committee  of  the  Council  <' went  down 
to  the  House  of  the  Representatives  on  a  message  to  move 
them  to  a  consideration  of  the  Treasury,  for  that  there  has 
been  nothing  in  the  treasury  for  several  weeks  past  to  carry  on 
the  afiiedrs  of  the  government." 

June  26.  A  similar  message  was  repeated  to  the  Houaei 
whose  ears  were  rather  hard  to  hear  the  subject  of  raising 
money. 

July  8.  The  same  was  done.  Not  until  the  9th  did  they 
show  a  disposition  to  comply  with  these  solicitations  of  the 
Governor.  On  this  date  they  vindicate  themselves  from  the 
charge,  that  they  had  inquired  of  prisoners,  confined  for  illicit 
trade  with  French  aud  Indians  at  Nova  Scotia,  whether  he 
was  not  concerned  with  them,  as  though  they  suspected  him. 
In  order  to  have  this  matter  thus  settled,  they  seem  to  have 
delayed  compliance  with  his  requests  to  supply  the  empty 
treasury.  On  the  same  day,  they  resolved  that  there  be  an 
emission  of  £10,000  in  bills  of  credit,  and  that  a  tax  for  the 
same  amount  be  assessed  on  polls  and  estates  at  the  next  May 
session,  which,  with  the  duties  of  impost  and  excise,  was  ap- 
propriated as  a  fund  to  redeem  such  paper  money. 

Dec.  3.  Ordered  that  a  committee  of  the  Council  join  with 
one  of  the  House,  <'  to  confer  forthwith  about  the  methods  pro- 
posed to  inquire  into  the  rateable  estate  of  the  towns  and  other 
matters,  lying  in  dispute  betwixt  the  houses,  to  bring  them  to 
an  accommodation,  that  the  session  of  the  Court  may  be  brought 
to  an  end." 

1708,  May  27.  With  regard  to  taxes,  as  among  the  incomeSi 
which  constituted  a  security  for  the  Province  scrip,  and,  also^ 
to  this  sort  of  currency.  Gov.  Joseph  Dudley  had  the  following 
passage  in  his  speech.  <'  We  are  all  sensible  of  the  great  ser- 
vice and  benefit  we  have  by  the  bills  of  credit  It  behoves  us 
to  be  very  jealous  of  their  disparagement.    And,  as  we  have 
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always  deposited  a  just  fand  for  their  support,  so  I  think  now 
it  may  be  proper  to  make  some  act  of  the  Assembly  to  prevent 
their  being  undersold  and  thereby  defamed,  with  penalties 
thereupon,  and  I  hope  that  they  may  carry  us  through  this 
expensive  war  with  reputation." 

July  2.  As  the  House  of  Representatives  had  sent  a  list  of 
their  grievances,  as  to  expenditure  of  public  monies  accruing 
from  rates  and  otherwise,  up  to  the  Council,  the  latter  com* 
mence  their  reply  as  follows :  "  We  have  a  remembrance  of 
the  heavy  burthen  and  taxes  the  Province  are  at  present  under, 
and  endeavour,  with  the  utmost  prudence  and  frugality,  to  save 
the  expense  of  the  publick  money  where  the  service  will  allow 
it.  And  herein  we  may  be  the  more  easily  believed,  if  it  be 
considered,  that  we  ourselves  pay  perhaps  an  equal  share  of  the 
publick  charge,  if  not  superior,  to  any  of  a  like  number  through- 
out the  Province." 

1710,  Feb.  3.  In  relation  to  the  subject  before  us,  we  have 
a  quotation  from  the  speech  of  Gov,  Joseph  Dudley.  "  The 
great  charge  that  the  necessary  defence  of  the  Province  demands 
of  us  should  make  us  use  all  methods  to  keep  up  the  Revenue 
to  the  best  improvement  to  ease  the  Land  Tax.  If  the  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  Representatives  will  examine  that  one  branch  of 
the  excise,  I  am  of  opinion  they  will  find  it  shrunk  away  to  so 
very  little,  that  there  is  not  a  fifth  part  taken  of  the  Retailers 
in  ordinary,  which  has  heretofore  made  a  good  sum  when  it 
was  duly  taken.  And  the  strict  collection  of  excise  of  Rum, 
especially  if  it  were  raised,  would  be  a  means  to  prevent  the  ill 
use  of  it.  I  am  sensible  that  several  good  bills  for  these  ends 
have  been  begun  in  seven  years  past,  but  they  are  always  lost, 
of  which  I  doubt  we  can  scarce  give  a  good  reason.  They 
will  easily  be  revived  if  you  have  any  inclination  to  them." 

June  1.  Governor  Dudley's  speech  contains  the  following 
extract :  '*  In  the  business  of  the  revenue,  Mr.  Treasurer  will 
lay  before  you  the  accounts.  I  wish  the  Representatives  would 
resume  the  consideration  of  the  impost  and  excise,  brought  for- 
ward the  last  year.  How  to  make  them  (especially  the  excise) 
more  serviceable  to  the  Treasury,  to  abate  the  Land  Tax,  and, 
if  possible,  by  that  means,  to  suppress  drunkenness  and  many 
other  mischiefs,  that  attend  the  excessive  expense  of  Rum  and 
other  strong  drink.'^ 
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1711,  Judo  13.  General  Court  resolved,  that,  for  the  expe- 
dition against  Canada  and  other  charges,  i&26,000,  in  bills  of 
credit,  be  emitted.  For  the  redemption  of  this  amount,  they 
ordered,  that  a  Tax  for  an  equal  sum,  should  be  assessed  on 
Polls  and  estate,  £17,000  of  it  in  the  session  of  May,  1715,  and 
the  rest  in  the  session  of  May  the  next  year.  Such  was  the 
usual  manner  of  providing  for  payment  of  the  Province  paper 
money. 

1714,  June  16.  ^<  A  message  from  the  House  to  move  for  a 
conference  upon  a  vote  for  levying  and  collecting  £11,000  only 
of  the  sum  of  £22,000  granted  to  be  raised  this  year."  On 
the  17th  the  Board  non-concurred  and  voted  an  adherence 
to  the  larger  sum. 

1715,  June  4  For  the  redemption  of  the  Province  bills, 
the  House  had  agreed  to  raise  sufficient  taxes  this  year.  But 
as  they  did  the  year  before,  supposing  half  of  £22,000,  the  sum 
concurred  in  by  both  Houses,  would  be  enough,  with  other 
revenue,  they  wished  to  defer  the  assessment  of  the  other  half 
till  1722.  From  this  the  Council  dissented,  and,  on  the  1 1th, 
repeated  the  same.  On  July  20th,  the  Governor  expressed 
himself  as  follows  on  this  subject : 

"  At  the  last  session  of  this  Assembly,  I  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  you  the  raising  of  £22,000,  granted  and  determined 
by  two  former  Assemblies  of  the  Province,  for  the  drawing  in 
of  that  sum  of  the  Province  bills,  raised  and  emitted  for  the 
support  of  the  late  war  and  troubles  with  the  Indians.  Which 
said  Acts  of  Assembly  were  passed  by  the  Representatives  and 
the  Council,  and  presented  to  the  Governor  to  be  signed  and 
passed  the  seal  in  due  manner,  and  accordingly  in  that  form  are 
sent  home  and  are  there  recorded  and  accepted  by  the  Right 
Honorable  Lords  of  the  Council  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  as  I 
was  commanded  by  the  instructions  for  the  Government ;  of 
which  every  body  concerned  being  apprized.  I  made  no  doubt 
you  would  without  delay  have  proceeded  to  apportion  and  levy 
it,  as  those  acts  direct,  as  also  the  Impost  and  Excise,  which 
are  thereby  in  like  manner  determined  to  be  raised,  in  aid  of  the 
said  taxes  severally.  You  are  also  sensible  how  well  and 
thriftily,  as  also  successfully,  those  sums  were  disbursed  and 
applied  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  war,  and  with 
what  honor  your  Bills  passed  for  the  support  of  those  heavy 
charges,  without  any  disparagement.  And  it  is  easy  to  see 
how  the  credit  of  those  Bills  must  needs  sink  and  fail,  if  the 
present  or  any  future  Assembly  shall,  upon  any  pretence  what- 
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floeyer,  break  in  upon  those  clauses  in  the  said  Act,  for  the  time 
of  payment.  Which,  I  am  willing  to  give  my  opinion  we  have 
no  power  to  do,  nor  have  we  any  reason  to  project  it ;  for  that 
we  are  in  peace  and  very  capable  to  discharge  our  debts,  in  such 
proportions  as  they  are  determined.  And  since  we  have  neither 
power  nor  need  to  delay  the  payment,  I  am  of  opinion,  we  shall 
discourage  the  public  faith  of  the  Province  to  that  degree,  that 
oar  Bills  will  fail  in  their  value  to  the  very  great  injury  of  every 
body  that  have  taken  them,  or  are  in  possession  of  them.  And 
in  this,  we  are  justified  by  His  Majesty's  most  gracious  speech 
from  the  Throne — <  That  nothing  can  contribute  more  to  the 
support  of  the  credit  of  the  nation  than  a  strict  observance  of 
Parliamentary  engagements.'  I  therefore  earnestly  recommend 
the  consideration  of  the  Tax,  Impost  and  Excise  to  your  present 
Resolves,  and  hope  you  will  make  no  delay  but  pass  through 
them  in  two  or  three  days,  not  admitting  any  other  business 
this  session." 

Notwithstanding  this  urgent  appeal  of  the  Governor,  and  the 
several  strenuous  exertions  of  the  Council  to  have  his  wish 
allowed,  the  Representatives  carry  their  point,  July  31,  to  have 
an  Act  for  £11,000  engrossed. 

1714,  Nov.  4.  Among  the  reasons  for  issuing  £50,000  in 
paper  from  the  Province  Treasury,  as  a  loan  to  individuals  at 
five  per  cent.,  was  this,  that  it  would  facilitate  the  payment  of 
Taxes. 

1716,  Dec.  4.  For  like  causes,  it  was  enacted,  that  a  similar 
loan  of  £100,000  in  such  scrip  be  made  to  each  County,  accord- 
ing to  its  amount  of  Rates  paid  to  the  Province. 

In  this  year  a  schedule  of  the  faculties  of  the  polls,  as  well 
as  their  number  and  estates,  in  each  Town,  is  required. 

1717,  June  17.  "  Voted,  that  £11,000  only  of  the  £22,000 
granted^  in  1711  and  1712  be  levied  and  collected  this  present 
year.  And  that  the  duties  of  impost  and  tunnage  of  shipping 
and  excise,  together  with  the  income  of  the  Bills  let  out,  and 
the  Light  House,  be  a  fund  and  security  for  the  drawing  in  the 
remaining  £11,000."     Governor  Shute  consented  to  this  vote. 

1718,  June  12.  The  Representatives  proposed  that  £5,600 
only  of  £22,000,  previously  voted  for  security  of  the  Province 
scrip,  should  be  assessed  as  rates,  and  that  the  balance  be  met 

1  The  luin  of  £B,tDO  was  allowed  to  be  issued  in  paper  moDey,  on  condition  that  it 
ilMMid  bt  redeemed  by  an  equal  amount  of  taies  in  fobflefjaent  years. 
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by  Other  incomes.  On  the  17th,  the  Council  dissented  from 
this  proposition.  After  various  messages  on  the  subject,  the 
Representatives  agreed,  on  the  28th,  that  the  Tax  should  be 
£8,250.  To  this  the  Council  demurred.  The  former  body 
sent  up  a  message,  that  one  reason  why  it  should  be  no  higher 
was,  that  "  it  is  so  long  since  a  valuation  of  the  Towns  has 
been  taken,  and  therefore  there  is  no  certainty  of  an  equality  in 
proportioning  them."  After  several  other  attempts  to.settle  this 
question,  the  Council  remark,  July  1,  "Now  lest  by  not  comply- 
ing with  our  promises,  from  time  to  time,  the  grants  of  this 
Great  and  General  Court  become  unstable  and  not  to  be  relied 
on,  which  may  prove  of  fatal  consequence  to  this  Province,  this 
Board  cannot  agree  to  a  foreseen  deficiency,  but  are  obliged 
still  to  insist  on  their  resolve  of  30  of  June  past,  yet  are  ready 
to  join  with  the  House  in  levying  £11,000."  July  3,  the 
House  inform  the  Council  that  they  cannot  exceed  £8,250, 
because  they  believe  this,  "  with  the  other  provisions  made, 
as  sufficient  to  draw  in  the  £22,000  of  Bills  engaged  to  be  done 
this  year."  The  Council  consent,  provided  that  if  there  be  a 
deficiency,  it  shall  be  assessed  next  year. 

While  this  closeness  of  adherence  was  manifested  by  the 
Representatives  and  Council  on  the  question  of  a  Tax,  it  was 
80  with  regard  to  a  Valuation  Bill. 

1719,  May  28.  Gov.  Samuel  Shute,  in  his  speech  to  the 
Legislature,  had  the  following  passage,  as  to  the  backwardness 
of  the  Representatives  in  requiring  Taxes,  sufficient  to  redeem 
the  Province  paper  money :  "  I  must  observe  to  you  that,  as  his 
Majesty  is  always  inculcating  from  the  Throne  the  sanction  of 
Parliamentary  securities  (and  the  danger  of  postponing  them) 
which  constantly  supports  the  credit  of  Great  Britain,  so  I  think 
myself  in  duty  bound  to  give  you  the  same  advice,  and  must 
affirm  that  whosoever  endeavours  to  break  into  such  acts  of  the 
Province,  is  attempting  entirely  to  ruine  the  credit  of  all  Gen- 
eral Assemblies  and  also  of  the  Countrey.  I  hope  what  I  now 
say  will  not  only  prevent  any  motion  of  so  fatal  a  consequence, 
but  will  also  engage  you,  if  any  such  breach  has  been  made 
formerly,  to  take  eflfectual  methods  to  make  it  up  again." 

1720,  July  19.  The  Representatives  «<  voted  that  £6,000 
only  of  the  £17,000,  granted  1714  and  1717,  be  levied  and 
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raised  on  [xdls  and  estates,  and  that  the  duties  of  impost  and 
tunnage  of  shipping,  with  the  income  of  the  Bills  lent  out,  the 
Light  House,  etc.,  be  a  fund  and  security  for  drawing  in  the 
remaining  £11,000.''  <'  The  Board  proposed  that  the  X17,000 
may  be  levied  on  polls  and  estates,  that  so  the  income  arising 
by  the  duties  on  impost  and  excise  and  other  ways,  may  be 
received  in,  and  so  the  sum  total  ascertained  before  they  come 
to  be  reckoned  part  of  what  shall  be  raised,  which  may,  by  this 
means,  every  succeeding  year  be  accompted  part  of  what  is  to 
be  raised,  and  thereby  equally  ease  the  Tax  and  better  support 
the  honour  of  the  Government."  The  Representatives  adhered 
to  their  plan,  and  the  Council  consented. 
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Table  of  Taxes  from  1692  to  1721. 


Date. 

Province  Tax. 

Polls. 

Estate. 

£      ». 

d. 

£    9. 

d. 

16^2,  June    24. 

30,000    0 

0 

10 

0 

at  i  of  annual  income. 

1694,  Oct.     27. 

4,841  10 

0 

2 

0 

atl 

penny  a 

pound. 

1694,  Sept    14. 

9,559    0 

01 

2 

0 

n 

II 

II 

1695,  March  16. 

3,189    4 

0 

1 

0 

ti 

II 

II 

1695,  June    27. 

6,026  17 

8 

4 

0 

*t 

II 

ti 

1696,  March    7. 

2^333    9 

3« 

1696,  Jane    17. 

6,340    0 

0 

1696,  Dec.     18. 

9,619  10 

0 

1697,  June    16. 

4,719    0 

0 

1697,  Oct     29. 

6,040  10 

0 

1698,  June    27. 

3,049  10 

0 

2 

0 

atl 

penny  a 

pound. 

1698,  Dec.      9. 

5,118  15 

0 

3 

0 

tt 

It 

It 

1699,  July     12. 

3,079  10 

0 

2 

0 

H 

It 

tt 

1700,  March  23. 

3,079  10 

0 

2 

0 

tl 

It 

tt 

1700,  July     la 

6,038    2 

0 

3 

0 

II 

It 

It 

1701,  June    30. 

6,041    9 

6 

3 

0 

II 

It 

tt 

1702,  June    25. 

6,063  10 

63 

3 

0 

II 

ti 

11 

1703,  July     27. 

11,492    0 

0 

5 

0 

II 

II 

It 

1703,  Sept.     9. 

11,492    0 

0 

5 

0 

II 

II 

II 

1704,  June    24. 

22,613    0 

0* 

10 

0 

II 

II 

II 

1705,  June    30. 

22,4*22  10 

0 

10 

0 

II 

It 

It 

1706,  July     13. 

22,489  10 

0 

10 

0 

II 

II 

II 

1707,  June    13. 

22,401    0 

0 

10 

0 

II 

II 

II 

1708,  July      2. 

22,986    7 

4 

10 

0 

It 

II 

tt 

1709,  June    15. 

22,778    7 

3 

10 

0 

II 

II 

II 

1710,  June    26. 

22,689    3 

9 

10 

0 

II 

II 

It 

1711,  June    12. 

22,845    7 

3* 

1712,  June      9. 

22,648  17 

3 

10 

0 

II 

ti 

II 

1713,  June    17. 

22,648  17 

3 

10 

0 

II 

ti 

It 

1714,  June    25w 

16,500    0 

0 

7 

6 

II 

It 

It 

1715,  July. 

11,000    0 

0« 

5 

0 

II 

II 

It 

1716,  June    25. 

11,051  13  10 

1717,  June    22. 

11,000    0 

0 

5 

0 

91 

ti 

It 

1718,  July      5. 

8,250  10 

0 

1719,  June    30. 

4,010  10 

6 

1 

8 

II 

II 

II 

1720,  July     23. 

6,000  17 

6 

2 

6 

It 

ti 

tt 

1  This  ioeludef  a  Tax  of  June  18,  for  £2^  8  8. 

*  There  is  scarcely  a  doubt  but  that  the  ratio  for  Polls  and  instates,  though  not  put  down, 
was  the  same  in  the  Taxes  firom  March  7, 1696  to  June  16, 1697,  inclusive,  as  before  and 
aAer. 

*  Payable  before  the  last  of  Nov.  1703. 

*'  One  account  of  this  Tax  gives  it  at  £22,618. 

*  1711,  Nov.  3.  A  Tax  of  £8,000,  as  security  for  Province  bills  of  credit,  is  ordered  to 
be  assessed  in  the  session  of  May,  1716. 

*  Passed  to  be  engrossed,  July  31. 

9» 
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Scale  of  the  depreciation  of  the  Province   BillSj  which  were 

paid  for  Taxes. 
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Prices  of  Grain. 

1694,  March  27.  Corn  2/3,  wheal  6/,  rye  2/9,  barley  malt 
2/3,  oats  1/4,  peas  3/6  a  bushel. 

Commodities  taken  for  Rates. 

1720,  July  20.  "  Whereas,  through  the  scarcity  of  Bills  of 
public  Credit,  it  grows  difficult  for  persons  to  convert  the  pro- 
duce of  their  lands  and  other  effects  into  Bills  and  pay  their 
rates  in  them.  Ordered,  that  the  Inhabitants  shall  have  liberty, 
if  they  see  cause,  to  pay  the  several  sums  assessed  on  them,  in 
good  barrel  Beef  or  Pork,  or  in  Wheat,  Pease,  Barley,  Rye, 
Indian  Corn,  Oats,  Flax,  Hemp,  Bees  Wax,  Butter  in  Firkins, 
Cheese,  Hides,  Tan'd  Leather,  Dry  Fish,  Mackerel  in  Barrels, 
Oyl,  Whalebone,  Bayberry  Wax,  or  Tallow,"  at  such  prices  as 
General  Court  shall  decide.  This  privilege  was  continued  two 
years  more.  In  the  third  year,  Pitch,  Tar  and  Turpentine, 
were  added  to  the  above  articles,  as  payable  for  taxes. 

Value  of  Live  Stock, 

In  1694,  1700,  1710,  1719,  Live  Stock  was  valued  as  fol- 
lows :  Oxen  of  four  years  old  and  upwards,  £2  each ;  horses 
and  misres  of  three  years,  £2  each ;  bulls  and  cows  of  three 
years  and  above,  £1  10  each  ;  sheep  and  goats,  4/  each  ;  swine 
above  one  year  old,  8/  each. 
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« 

Slaves, 

III  the  first  of  these  four  years,  Indian  and  Negro  slaves  were 
assessed  at  \2d.  a  poll ;  but  in  the  three  last,  they  were  taxed 
as  personal  property. 


Transactions  of  General  Court,  etc,  from  1725  to  1761. 

1725,  June  17.  An  act  is  passed  to  raise  £20,000  on  polls 
and  estates,  for  the  redemption  of  paper  money,  which  had 
been  advanced  from  the  Province  Treasury  in  1722,  '23  and 
'24,  to  meet  the  public  charges.  Such  a  tax  being  then  pledged 
as  part  of  the  fund  to  secure  the  recall  of  the  bills.  This  was 
the  common  method,  which  indicates  that  the  taxes  were  actu- 
ally owed  before  they  were  collected.  One  means  of  diminish- 
ing the  Province  bills  was  the  policy  of  the  Representatives, 
who  often  persevered  in  having  the  amount  of  taxes  less  than 
comported  with  punctual  withdrawment  of  such  currency  from 
circulation.  One  reason  on  their  part,  probably  was,  that  the 
government  of  England  required  greater  expenditiires  for  the 
salary  of  the  Governor  here,  and  in  other  respects,  than  the 
popular  branch  of  our  legislature  thought  fit  to  allow.  The 
latter  supposed  that  large  taxation  would  give  the  impression 
abroad  that  they  were  disposed  to  encourage  Governors  to  seek 
for  authority  over  them,  from  the  Throne,  more  for  the  loaves 
and  fishes  tiian  for  the  benefit  they  would  secure  to  our  people. 
It  was  ordered,  in  reference  to  this  tax,  that  <'  all  rateable  male 
polls,  above  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  at  one  hundred  pence  per 
poll,  except  the  Governour,  Lieut.  Governour,  and  their  fami-* 
lies,  the  President,  Fellows  and  Students  of  Harvard  CoUegei 
settled  Ministers  and  Grammar  School  Masters,  who  are  hereby 
exempted,  as  well  from  being  taxed  for  their  polls  as  for  their 
estates,  being  in  their  own  hands,  and  under  their  actual  man- 
agement and  improvement,  and  other  persons,  who,  through 
age,  infirmity  or  extream  poverty,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Assessors,  are  not  capable  to  pay  towards  publick  charges,  they 
may  except  their  polls  and  so  much  of  their  estates  as  in  their 
prudence  they  shall  think  fit  and  judge  meet.*' 
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AS|  after  the  taxes  were  assessed,  persons  came  into  Massa- 
chusetts with  merchandize  and  made  large  profits  and  then 
departed  before  the  next  taxation,  it  is  ordered,  that  all  such 
traders,  if  residing  and  trading  in  any  town  for  twenty  days, 
shall  be  rated  <' according  to  their  circumstances,"  and  be 
obliged  to  pay  the  sum  so  required  of  them. 

1725,  Nov.  25.  The  large  tax  of  £48,719  was  for  recalling 
what  of  the  £50,000,  in  paper,  was  still  out.  The  poll  tax 
this  year  was  20/10,  unusually  large,  being  proportioned  to  the 
amount  of  tax. 

1727.  As  a  new  feature  in  levying  rates  on  the  people,  the 
Representatives  were  ordered  by  the  General  Court  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  Province  treasury,  and  put  in  the  assessment  on  the 
towns  according  to  the  number  of  such  persons,  who  came  from 
them  to  the  legislature.  This  compensation,^  which,  in  1692, 
was  required  to  be  3/  a  day  for  every  Representative,  and,  in 
1714,  4/,  which  continued  to  May  session  of  1726— though  the 
act  for  it  did  not  pass  till  the  next  Dec.  28 — ^payable  by  the 
towns,  one  month  after  the  close  of  the  session,  was  at  the  last 
of  these  dates  raised  to  6/  a  day,  while  the  daily  allowance  to 
a  member  of  the  Council  was  set  at  10/.  Thus  began  a 
practice  of  inserting  a  rate  of  this  sort  in  the  tax  act  the  next 
year  after  it  had  been  paid  to  the  Representatives. 

1727,  June  1.  Lieut.  Governor  William  Dummer  informs 
the  Legislature  that  he  had  received  orders  from  the  Lords 
Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  that  he  should  not 
sign  any  bill  "  for  creating  a  Paper  Currency  without  His 
Majesty's  express  leave."  This  was  intended  as  a  check  to  so 
large  and  frequent  emissions  of  such  currency  from  the  Province 
treasury,  in  advance  of  the  annual  taxes,  as  had  been  allowed* 
It  was  regarded  by  most  of  our  people  as  drawing  the  reins  of 
Royal  authority  too  tightly  upon  them,  and  as  too  much  inter- 
fering with  their  Provincial  privileges. 

1727,  July  5.     The  two  branches  of  the  Legislature  having 


>  This  compensaiion  was  probably  raised,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  depreciated  paper  in 
which  it  was  paid  in  1714  and  1726.  When  the  new  tenor  bills  were  issued  in  1737,  ibea 
valued  as  equal  to  hard  money,  the  pny  of  each  Representative,  June  fB,  was  lowered  to  St., 
and  that  of  each  Councillor  to  St.  4d.  The  formpr,  Dec.  31,  1737,  v^'as  allowed  3s.  id.  and 
the  latter  At.  a  day,  in  the  same  tenor. 
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passed  an  engrossed  bill  "  for  making  and  emitting  upon  loan '' 
J&50,000  of  paper  money,  the  Lieut.  Governor,  William  Dum* 
mer,  informed  them  that  he  would  sign  it,  on  condition  that  it 
should  be  submitted  to  the  King  for  his  consent,  which  accord- 
ed with  his  imperative  instructions  from  the  Crown.  One 
principal  object  professed  for  passing  such  a  bill  to  its  last  stage, 
was  to  ease  the  burden  of  taxes  among  the  population. 

1727.  The  House  having  proposed,  Aug.  22,  to  assess  rates 
on  the  Province  of  £3,278  6,  the  Council  non-concurred  the 
next  day.  The  latter  body,  perceiving  that  the  former  were 
not  disposed  to  be  expeditious  about  the  matter,  addressed  them 
on  the  25th,  and  stated  that  this  was  the  year  to  assess  rates  for 
the  redemption  of  £30,000  issued  in  bills,  1723  and  '24 ;  that 
both  the  reputation  of  the  government  and  credit  of  their  paper 
depended  on  a  punctual  adherence  to  their  pledge. 

On  the  27th,  the  Lieut.  Governor  addressed  the  Representa- 
tives :  "  In  answer  to  your  message  to  me  last  night,  desiring 
that  the  Court  may  rise  this  day,  I  now  acquaint  you,  that, 
being  informed  that  the  great  affair  of  the  Tax  has  not  yet  been 
agreed  upon  between  the  two  Houses,  I  can  by  no  means  think 
it  for  the  honor,  interest  and  safety  of  the  Province,  that  this 
session  should  be  ended  before  the  important  matter  be  effected 
according  to  the  grants  of  the  Court,  and  therefore  I  desire  you 
would  proceed  to  a  further  consideration  thereof 

The  House  replied,  the  29th,  in  justification  of  their  course. 
The  subsequent  passage,  showing  their  views  how  taxes  should 
be  raised,  is  contained  in  their  message  to  the  Council.  '<  The 
House  might  insist  upon  it  as  their  undoubted  right,  as  they 
are  Representatives  of  the  several  Towns  within  the  Province, 
to  order  and  grant  such  Taxes  to  be  levied  on  the  inhabitants 
as  they  shall  judge  necessary  from  time  to  time,  and  know  them 
able  to  pay,  and  that  without  controul  of  the  Honourable  Board,, 
as  they  are  well  satisfied,  and  might  therein  justify  themselves, 
not  only  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  but  even  from  the  form  of  the  Tax  Bill  itself,  which 
runs  solely  and  entirely  in  their  name."  The  Representatives 
again  offered  their  first  sum  for  a  tax.  The  Council  proposed  a 
conference,  which  the  lower  House  declined.  30th,  the  Coua* 
cil  sent  down  a  stringent  reply. 
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Perceiving  that  this  question  would  not  be  brought  to  an 
immediate  close^  his  Honor,  on  the  SOth^  adjourned  the  Court 
to  Oct.  4.  At  the  last  date,  Mr.  Dummer  had  the  following 
extract  in  his  speech  :  ^<  I  hope  you  will  now  take  into  your 
most  serious  consideration  the  Tax  Bill  for  the  year,  which 
hath  hitherto  been  delayed  and  for  which  I  thought  it  necessary 
to  make  this  adjournment."  This  subject,  after  many  expla- 
nations and  disagreements  between  the  two  Houses,  was  at 
last  settled,  Oct.  14,  by  a  tax  for  £6,000,  and  an  addition  of 
£2,278  6  for  the  Representatives. 

1728,  Feb.  21.  After  protracted  debates  on  the  subject, 
Lieut.  Gov.  William  Dummer  very  lothfully  signs  a  bill,  which 
had  passed  both  houses,  for  emitting  £60,000  in  paper, 
because  he  feared  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  regal 
orders,  previously  sent  to  him.  Such  money  was  to  be  called 
in  by  annual  taxes  for  several  subsequent  years. 

1729,  July  3.  As  the  Governor  had  signed  a  warrant  for 
the  Treasurer  to  pay  the  Council  for  their  attendance  at  Gen- 
eral Court,  but  had  delayed  to  do  the  same  for  the  Represen- 
tatives, the  latter  complain  to  him,  that  they  feel  themselves 
wronged  by  being  thus  kept  out  of  their  due,  which  the  law, 
for  almost  three  years,  had  provided  should  be  paid  them  out  of 
the  annual  tax.  They  desire  him  to  allow  their  compensation. 
He  dealt  with  them  in  such  a  manner,  because  he  thought 
they  had  omitted  public  business  for  his  removal  of  them  to 
Salem,  and  had  needlessly  declined  to  fix  the  salary  of  the 
chief  magistrate  (being  £1,000  sterling,)  in  conformity  with 
orders  from  the  throne. 

Nov.  29.  Lieut.  Governor  William  Dummer,  in  his  ad* 
dress  to  the  General  Court,  gives  them  to  understand,  that 
he  supposed  them  chargeable,  in  some  degree,  for  the  great 
depreciation  of  the  province  currency,  by  not  laying  sufficient 
taxes  for  its  punctual  recall  to  the  treasury.  His  language  is : 
'<  The  miserable  state  into  which  our  bills  of  Credit  are  sunk, 
to  the  great  reproach  of  the  government,  calls  for  our  united 
and  speedy  endeavors  to  preserve  them  from  growing  worse, 
and  if  possible,  to  restore  them  to  that  value  as  to  answer  their 
denomination.  .  And  you  will  do  well  to  consider  how  far  the 
Legislature   is  chargeable  with  the  guilt  of  that  oppression, 
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Tirhich  widows,  orphans,  ministers  and  other  people,  that  have 
not  the  remedy  in  their  own  power,  are  daily  suffering  by  their 
falling  below  it  to  so  shameful  a  degree  in  the  purchase  of  all 
the  necessaries  of  life." 

1730,  Oct.  3.  The  act,  specifying  how  taxes  should  be 
regulated,  orders  that  chattels  seized  for  the  payment  of  them, 
should  be  <<  openly  sold  at  an  outcry  "  of  the  attaching  officer. 

1731,  March  10.  With  reference  to  money's  being  paid  by 
the  Governor  and  Council,  without  the  consent  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives, the  last  branch,  in  their  message,  utter  the  ensuing 
language :  <'  The  House  think  it  their  duty  to  declare,  that  it  is 
more  particularly  their  province  to  raise  taxes  on  the  people* 
So  it  is  incumbent  on  them  to  take  care  that  there  be  no 
misapplication  thereof." 

Concerning  this  matter,  the  Governor  was  not  a  forgetful 
observer.  On  the  second  of  April,  he  remarked  to  them  as 
follows :  '<  What  I  now  say  arises  from  the  difficulty  you  make 
in  the  supply  of  the  Treasury,  and  in  the  establishment  of  his 
Majesty's  garrisons  within  this  province.  All  your  attempts  to 
do  these  things  otherwise  than  may  be  conformable  to  the 
King's  royal  instructions,  which  I  have  communicated  to  you, 
will  be  vain  and  fruitless.  And,  to  give  you  the  plainest 
imderstanding  of  them,  I  will  inform  you,  that  for  the  future, 
all  accompts  of  service  done  for  the  province,  are  to  be  brought 
directly  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  to  them  only,  for 
passing  and  paying."  On  the  22d,  the  Representatives  protest 
against  these  positions. 

1731,  Aug.  27th.  The  taxes  for  which  the  Governor  now 
gave  his  signature,  were  of  the  following  particulars :  £6,818 ; 
£20  assessed  on  Weston  for  not  sending  a  Representative ; 
£4,109  6,  for  Representatives  «for  the  year  1730-31,"  and 
£1,000  ^  for  the  Council  during  the  same  time.  The  General 
Court  are  adjourned  to  the  22d  of  September.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  question  which  had  been  strongly  agitated  between 
the  Representatives  and  the  Governor,  about  supplying  the 
empty  treasury  of  the  Province,  came  before  the  towns. 
Salem,  on  the  14th  of  September,  voted,  that  they  did  not 

>  The  Governor  infonned  Uie  lower  House,  April  16, 1734,  that  the  Kiiig  bad  disallowed 
ihe  two  last  siunt. 
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deem  it  expedient  to  canvass  what  the  Representatires  had 
recently  published  on  the  subject.  The  Governor,  in  his 
speech  of  December  2,  remarked  to  the  Representatives,  "  Ton 
well  know  there  has  been  no  money  in  the  treasury  for  more 
than  six  months."  This  body  replied  on  the  29th,  that  the 
cause  of  such  deficiency  was  his  refusal  to  sign  the  bill  which 
they  passed  with  the  Council,  to  prevent  its  existence. 

1733,  April  20.  Among  the  questions  which  were  still 
sharply  discussed  between  the  Governor  and  the  Representa- 
tives, the  raising  of  funds  to  meet  public  charges  was  a  promi* 
nent  one,  attended  with  much  consumption  of  time  and  an 
increase  of  prejudice  in  England  against  our  Province.  From 
their  reply  to  his  speech,  an  extract  or  two  are  given.  <<  The 
House,  who  are  the  Representative  Body  of  this  people,  are 
loudly  called  upon  to  do  all  that  in  them  lies,  plainly  to  de- 
monstrate, that  the  several  matters  of  charge,  therein  exhibited 
agsdnst  them,  are  groundless  surmises  and  insinuations.  With 
respect  to  the  supply  of  the  Treasury,  the  House  hath  too  much 
occasion  to  fear  your  Excellency  hath  not  afforded  your  help ; 
His  Majesty's  Royal  Commission  appointing  you  Governor, 
directs  you  to  govern  and  rule  this  people  according  to  the  sev- 
eral rules  and  authorities  mentioned  in  the  Charter,  and  at 
your  entering  upon  the  Government,  you  took  the  oath  of 
office.  Ought,  therefore,  an  instruction  from  His  Majesty, 
disagreeable  to  the  powers  granted  in  the  Charter,  influence 
and  obstruct  your  Excellency  in  putting  in  force  those  things 
that  are  perfectly  agreeable  and  consistent  with  the  Charter  ? " 

Aug.  15.  Governor  Belcher  remarks  to  the  Representatives, 
that  the  royal  Order  in  Council,  as  an  answer  to  their  address, 
and  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  reply  to  their 
memorial,  left  them  no  excuse  for  leaving  their  Treasury 
moneyless  ^*  for  more  than  two  years  past."  The  King 
expressed  "  his  high  displeasure  "  at  the  course  of  the  Rep* 
resentatives.  The  House  of  Commons  resolved,  that  their 
complaint  <^  is  a  high  insult  to  His  Majesty's  Government,  and 
tending  to  shake  off  the  dependence  of  said  Colony  upon  this 
Kingdom,  to  which  by  law  and  right  they  are  and  ought  to  be 
subject."  Still  our  Representatives  held  fast  to  what  they  con- 
sidered their  constitutional  privileges.    On  Oct.  5,  they  voted  not 
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to  supply  the  Treasury  according  to  the  regal  iDstruction* 
Still,  by  advice  of  his  Council,  the  Governor  concluded,  Nov.  2, 
that  he  might  sign  a  bill  for  £76,500  in  Province  paper,  to 
meet  the  public  demands,  consistently  with  his  instructions  from 
the  Crown  and  the  principles  of  the  Charter.  At  the  same  timCi 
the  Representatives  did  not  intend  to  have  their  action,  in  this 
instance,  construed  as  yielding  their  Charter  rights.  So  large 
a  sum  was  ordered  to  be  redeemed  in  the  course  of  successive 
years  by  taxes  on  polls  and  estates. 

1735,  July  3.  The  tax  now  enacted,  was  much  higher  <<on 
account  of  the  proposed  imposts  being  lowered."  For  this  cause, 
it  bore  hard  on  towns  whose  condition  was  not  prosperous,  and 
brought  application  to  the  Legislature  for  relief. 

1736,  Jan.  16.  It  was  enacted,  that  as  collectors  would  not 
collect  some  of  the  Province  taxes,  because  no  law  permitted 
them  to  require  the  assistance  of  others  to  compel  the  recusants, 
they  should  be  so  empowered. 

The  taxes  of  £9,000,  enacted  Feb  4,  1737,  of  £6,000  and 
£12,500,  July  2,  were  to  redeem  Province  paper,  advanced  to 
the  Treasury.  These  three  sums  were  of  the  New  Tenor  bills, 
valued  at  the  rate  of  6/8  for  1  oz.  of  silver,  which  was  three 
times  the  worth  of  the  Old  Tenor  bills.  That  we  may  judge 
of  the  value  of  the  taxes,  which  were  computed  on  the  basis  of 
the  Province  paper,  down  to  Feb.  4,  1737,  the  rates  of  such 
paper  are  subjoined,  with  others,  to  1752. 

As  the  Representatives  adopted  a  novel  method  to  raise  funds 
for  the  public  necessities,  Governor  Belcher,  July  11, 1739,  thus 
expressed  himself :  '<  The  joining  the  Tax  of  this  year  for  call* 
ing  in  a  certain  sum  of  bills  of  credit,  which  you  are  obliged  to 
by  law,  to  a  bill  for  supply  of  the  Treasury,  is  perfectly  new, 
unparliamentary  and  would  be  of  dangerous  consequence.  ^ 
That  you  may  no  longer  delay  the  support  of  the  King's  Gov- 
ernment, you  may  depend  1  shall  not  give  my  consent  to  any 
Bill  of  the  nature  you  have  now  laid  before  you."  The  bill, 
80  noticed^  was  passed  by  the  House  to  be  engrossed,  June  26th. 
After  a  prorogation  of  the  Court  from  the  day  of  the  former  of 
the  two  last  dates,  they  were  convened  on  the  19th  of  Septem- 
ber. Then,  in  connection  with  the  war  between  Spain  and 
England,  he  remarked  as  follows :  <<  As  money  is  wisely  called 
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the  sinews  of  war,  so  you  must  be  sensible  the  expense  neces- 
sary to  be  made  as  soon  as  possible  for  your  safety,  cannot  be 
defrayed  without  it.  And  you  also  know  in  how  naked  a  con- 
dition you  left  the  publick  Treasury  at  your  rising.  You  will 
therefore  now  make  an  ample  supply  for  payment  of  debts 
already  due  from  the  Province,  and  for  defraying  the  futuroi 
growing  charge,  while  things  abroad  seem  to  have  such  a 
threatening  aspect  upon  us." 

Here  the  chief  magistrate  obvionsly  referred  to  the  bill 
originated  by  the  Representatives,  for  the  twofold  purpose  of 
advancing  money  to  the  Treasury  and  laying  an  assessment  on 
polls  and  estates,  against  which  he  had  uttered  his  decided 
objection,  as  counter  to  the  royal  instructions.  On  the  18th  of 
December,  the  latter  body,  in  speaking  of  their  readiness  to 
raise  funds  to  meet  Provincial  charges,  as  they  had  proposed, 
say  to  him,  <<  neither  can  they  by  any  means-  come  into  a  Bill 
conformable  to  your  demands."  With  regard  to  providing  for 
the  necessities  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  a  manner  fitted  to 
what  they  deemed  Charter  principles,  the  Representatives  made 
a  proposal,  Jan.  3,  1740,  to  the  Council  for  another  address  to 
the  King.  But  the  latter  replied  to  them,  that,  as  they  had  not 
apportioned  <<  the  tax  laid  on  this  present  year,"  such  a  move- 
ment would  be  prejudicial,"  but  that,  if  they  would  assess  the 
tax,  as  the  Governor  wanted  them  to,  they  would  unite  with 
them  in  a  petition  to  the  Throne.  On  the  7th,  the  Represen- 
tatives sent  up  a  message  to  the  Council  of  non-concurrence 
with  their  views.  On  the  10th,  a  conference  having  been  held 
between  them,  the  Board  and  House  agreed  to  send  an  address 
to  His  Majesty.  After  a  prorogation  to  the  14th  of  March,  the 
Governor,  still  dissatisfied  with  the  course  of  the  Representa- 
tives, thus  observed  to  them :  <<  I  have  once  and  again  laid 
before  you  the  defenceless  state  of  the  Province,  the  danger  and 
injustice  of  an  empty  Treasury,  and  the  breach  made  on  the 
publick  faith."  The  House  again  vote  to  supply  the  Treasury 
with  £106,000  in  bills,  to  be  recalled  by  taxes  on  the  people 
in  1742,  '43,  '44,  though  they  assigned  these  assessments 
beyond  1741,  to  which  the  Governor  had  repeatedly  assured 
them  that  he  was  limited  by  Plarliament.  But  such  an  effort 
was  countervailed.    A  reason,  offered  by  the  Reprssentatives 
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for  not  assessing  so  large  a  sum  prior  to  1742,  was,  that  it  would 
be  a  greater  burden  than  the  people  could  bear.  The  question 
was  tried  among  them,  on  the  25th,  whether  they  would  come 
into  the  Goyernor's  views  on  this  subject,  and  decided  in  the 
negative  by  68  to  19. 

In  the  mean  while  there  was  an  extensive  and  loud  cry 
through  the  Province  for  paper  money,  as  a  medium  of  trade* 
This  was  much  increased  by  the  protracted  emptiness  of  the 
public  Treasury.  It  was,  also,  accompanied  with  vairious 
schemes  and  movements  for  private  banks,  and  with  measures 
of  the  Executive  to  crush  them.  Then  was  a  period  of  one 
among  the  greatest  pecuniary  convulsions  ever  experienced  by 
our  Commonwealth.  Then  the  popular  branch  of  our  Govern* 
ment  were  accounted  in  England  as  ready  for  rebellion  againat 
the  Crown,  because  they  contended  for  their  Charter  rights  in 
the  mode  of  providing  funds  to  liquidate  public  charges. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  advancing  paper  money  ou 
funds  o[  taxes,  such  currency  amounted,  from  1702  to  1740,  to 
£1,132,500,  besides  £310,000  on  loans. 

1740,  March  19.  In  continuance  of  the  controversy  be* 
iween  Governor  Belcher  and  tlie  Representatives,  he  mentions 
that  there  are  £210,000  in  bills  now  circulating,  i&40,000  of 
which  are  on  loan,  aiid  the  rest  was  engaged  to  be  recalled  by 
1742,  and  this  will  be  a  heavy  burden,  particularly  as  no  pro- 
vision is  made  to  supply  the  place  of  paper  currency. 

May  28.  1  he  speech  of  Governor  Belcher  has  this  pa»- 
«age  :  *'  The  unhappy  proceedings  of  the  last  House  of 
Representatives  in  refusing  to  draw  in  the  Bills,  they  were 
obliged  to  by  Law,  and  to  make  provision  for  payment  of  the 
pnblick  debts,  or  for  the  necessary  defence  of  the  Province,  I 
Aope,  will  stimulate  you  to  make  these  things  your  early  care." 
Relative  to  the  two  principal  sources  whence  income  was  de- 
jrived  to  lessen  the  total  of  taxes,  the  same  document  observes: 
*<  The  term  for  which  your  excise  was  farmed,  is  near  expiring. 
You  will,  therefore,  take  the  needful  care  about  it ;  and  if  you 
xaised  the  excise  in  ease  of  the  impost,  it  would  be  agreeable  to 
ihe  wisdom  of  all  nations,  and  to  enlarge  it,  particularly  on 
Rum,  and  all  other  spirituous  liquors,  might  be  some  restraint 
4m  the  great  intemperance,  which  people  of  the  best  figure  and 
virtue  among  us,  are  daily  complaining  of." 
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May  30.  The  question  was  considerably  debated  in  the 
House  whether,  conformably  with  the  speech  of  the  Governor, 
a  Tax  Bill  should  be  prepared,  so  that  the  Province  bills,  of  the 
old  tenor,  which  had  been  ordered  to  be  redeemed  the  last  and 
present  year,  might  be  recalled  so  far  as  this  could  not  be  effect- 
ed by  the  revenue  from  excise  and  impost.  It  passed  in  the 
negative  ;  a  significant  intimation  that  the  House  were  not  yet 
ready  to  leave  their  stand. 

June  14.  Still  adhering  to  their  position,  they  passed  a  bill 
for  £112,000,  as  a  supply  for  the  Treasury. 

June  23.  The  Governor,  as  usual  when  about  to  address  them, 
sent  for  them  to  wait  on  him  in  the  Council  chamber.  There 
he  thus  spake  to  them :  "  Had  you  fully  considered  how  often 
I  have  said  from  the  chair,  that  a  Bill  for  supply  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, of  the  nature  of  that  now  passed  by  you,  could  not  have  my 
consent,  it  might  have  saved  the  time  and  charge  to  the  Prov- 
ince of  projecting  and  passing  it.  An  unguarded  sea  coast,  a 
long  exposed  land  frontier,  many  of  the  fortifications  dropping 
down,  and  all  of  them,  in  a  manner,  defenceless  for  want  of 
men  and  warlike  stores ;  the  loud  complaints  of  the  officers  and 
servants  of  the  government  for  want  of  their  just  dues,  so  long 
and  so  unreasonably  detained  from  them,  the  bounty,  offered 
bjr  this  Court,  in  their  present  session,  for  the  encouragement  of 
volunteers,  in  the  intended  expedition,  and  no  money  to  pay, 
which  does  but  carry  disrespect  and  discouragement  in  this 
Province  of  what  His  Majesty  has  undertaken,  and  may  tend 
80  much  to  the  honor  of  his  Crown,  and  to  the  benefit  of  bis 
people,  and  of  this  Province  in  a  particular  manner ; — the  defect 
in  all  these  things  is  owing  to  an  empty  Treasury,  the  supply 
whereof  is  properly  to  begin  with  you." 

June  27.  Having  discussed  the  question  whether  they  would 
yield  the  point  and  provide  for  the  Treasury  on  a  fund  of  taxes 
to  be  paid  not  beyond  1741,  the  House  agreed  to  have  it  done. 

July  7.  The  act  for  the  sum,  which  they  so  agreed  on, 
being  £80,000,  old  tenor,  received  the  sanction  of  the  chief 
magistrate.  Though  circumstances  induced  them  to  this  com- 
pliance, they  no  less  considered  the  regal  orders,  as  to  restrict- 
ing their  fiscal  concerns,  an  infringement  of  their  political  rights. 
For  giving  his  consent  to  such  emission,  Mr.  Belcher  was  cen- 
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sared  in  Parliament.  He  justified  himself,  in  writing  to  our 
agent  in  London,  and  wondered  that  any  should  find  fault  with 
him  for  it,  seeing  that  his  instructions  from  the  Crown  allowed 
him  to  sanction  bills  for  £30,000  a  year,  and  that  the  £80,000 
being  old  tenor,  were  not  worth  so  much  as  the  less  sum. 

July  9.  The  act  for  laying  an  assessment,  which  had  been 
delayed  more  than  a  year,  because  of  disagreement  between 
the  Executive  and  the  House,  included  the  pay  of  the  latter 
branch  for  two  years. 

Nov.  26.  Mr.  Belcher  sent  a  communication  to  the  House. 
It  contained  additional  orders  from  the  King,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  currency.  A  passage  of  it,  addressed  to  the  Got- 
ernor,  and  applicable  to  the  emission  of  Province  bills  on  the 
basis  of  taxes,  follows.  "  It  is  his  Majesty's  will  and  you  are 
farther  commanded,  under  pain  of  being  removed  from  your 
government,  not  to  give  assent  to  any  act,  whereby  bills  of 
credit  may  be  issued  in  lieu  of  money  without  a  clause  in- 
serted, declaring  that  the  same  shall  not  take  effect  until  the 
eaid  act  shall  be  approved  by  his  Majesty."  Thus  renewedly 
cautioned,  his  Excellency  could  not  harmonize  with  the  pop* 
ular  branch  of  the  Legislature,  who  professed  and  held  the 
position,  that  such^royal  interference  with  their  domestic  affairs 
was  a  grievous  infringement  on  their  liberties. 

Still  resolved  to  carry  out  this  principle,  they  passed  a  bill  to 
be  engrossed,  December  19,  for  supplying  the  treasury  with 
£110,000  in  paper,  without  any  reference  to  the  royal  in- 
junction. Such  an  omission,  of  course,  prevented  the  Gov- 
ernor from  giving  his  consent,  and,  at  the  same  time,  rendering 
obedience  to  the  crown.  His  language,  January  9,  1741,  was, 
**  As  to  the  bill  projected  by  you,  you  very  well  knew  it  could 
not  possibly  pass  into  a  law,  it  being  made  in  the  face  of  sev- 
eral of  his  Majesty's  royal  orders,  lying  on  the  publick  records 
of  the  Province."  In  reply  to  this,  the  House  sent  a  message 
to  the  Governor. 

1741,  April  2.  An  extract  from  it  is  here  presented.  <<  We 
know  not  what  will  be  the  event  of  your  Excellency's  applica- 
tion to  the  crown,  but' should  it  be  to  remove  us  off  from  our 
ancient  usage  and  foundation,  it  will  probably  yield  little  com- 
fort to  your  Excellency,  but  much  distress  to  us,  and  certainly 
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discourage  bis  Majesty's  people  here  in  raising  moneys  for  the 
defence  of  the  country.  This  House  are  much  concerned,  that 
they  should  expend  so  much  of  their  constituents'  money  and 
80  much  of  their  own  time  the  last  session  and  that  all  they  did 
for  the  support  of  the  government  and  towards  fortifying  the 
province,  although  agreed  to  by  the  honourable  Board,  was  by 
your  Excellency  made  void,  and  so  it  seems  would  have  been, 
had  we  sit  a  much  longer  time,  and  made  never  so  many  con<- 
cessions ;  unless  we  had  inserted  a  suspending  clause  in  the 
supply  bill,  and  also  have  put  the  moneys  raised  for  fortyfying 
the  Province  into  the  hands  of  the  Governour,  or  such  as  must 
be  under  his  absolute  controul.  Things  utterly  unknown  to 
our  ancestors,  and  by  no  means  to  be  complied  with  by  us ;  in 
as  much  as  we  conceive  the  former  would  operate  very  danger- 
ously against  our  liberties,  and  particularly  the  legislative 
power  given  to  this  court  by  the  royal  charter ;  and  that  the 
latter  would  greatly  tend  to  expose  the  properties  of  his  Majes- 
ty's subjects,  as  several  instances  in  the  Plantations  testify.  If 
at  a  time  when  your  excellency  is  attempting  a  new  method  in 
the  granting  of  moneys  for  fortifying  the  Province,  or  for 
inserting  a  suspending  clause  into  our  acts,  the  Representatives 
dioold  not  then  struggle  in  every  becoming  way  to  maintain 
and  preserve  their  liberty,  they  would  act  more  like  vassals  o£ 
an  arbitrary  Prince,  than  the  free  subjects  of  King  Geoi^e, 
their  most  gracious  sovereign."  This  spirit,  though  occasion- 
ally oppressed  by  the  hard  hand  of  power,  had  always  been 
diierished  by  our  Puritan  fathers,  and  was  still  to  triumph. 

1741,  July  8.  The  Governor  informed  the  House,  that 
William  Shirley  was  appointed  to  succeed  him.  Such  infor- 
mation was  glad  news  to  the  people  at  large.  They  hoped, 
<that  he  would  not  be  trammelled  with  the  regal  orders,  con- 
cemng  the  provisionary  clause  as  to  acts  for  supplying  our 
public  treasury,  however  well  intended  to  prevent  greater 
depreciation  of  the  Province  paper. 

Aug.  8.  As  the  House  had  passed  a  bill  to  be  enacted  for 
£200,000,  on  the  foundation  of  taxes,  the  31st  ult.,  Mr.  Bel- 
cher repeats  his  objections  against  it  as  insuperable,  because  the 
eommands  of  the  throne  forbid  the  mode  of  its  being  granted. 
Far  juch  resiatauce  which  he  could  not  avoid,  he  lost  the  favor 
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of  the  Province  at  large,  and  also  his  office.  He  had  cati^  for 
his  subsequent  complaint,  that  faithfulness  to  his  royal  master 
occasioned  his  being  transferred  to  New  Jersey,  a  smaller  gov* 
emment,  and  of  less  income. 

Mr.  Shirley's  commission  having  been  proclaimed  in  Boston 
on  the  14th,  he  entered  on  his  duties  the  17th,  as  chief  magis- 
trate. In  his  speech,  he  promised  the  legislature  to  do  all  he 
could  consistently  for  their  '<  rights  and  privileges,  religious  and 
civil."  In  an  address  of  the  House,  next  day,  they  observe, 
*'  It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  this  people  to  have  a  gentleman 
set  over  them,  that  is  so  well  acquainted  with  and  affected  to 
the  laws,  liberties  and  interests  of  his  country,  and  who  very 
lately  espoused  their  cause  in  a  very  important  article." 

Oct.  14.  Governor  Shirley  signs  a  bill  for  the  pajrment  of 
the  Council  and  Representatives  and  others,  separate  from  the 
common  tax  on  the  towns.  The  writer  has  seen  no  tax  of  the 
latter  sort  for  the  current  year,  except  one  for  £9,000,  voted  by 
the  House,  Oct.  8,  to  be  assessed,  "  agreeable  to  the  tax  act, 
which  was  issued  the  last  year."  While  the  chief  magistrate 
sanctioned  various  bills,  passed  for  this  purpose  by  the  Council 
and  house,  he  declines  to  confirm  the  supply  bill  for  £30,000, 
because  he  thought  some  of  its  conditions  had  better  be  alter* 
ed.  His  objections  were  various,  and  one  among  them  was 
the  still  continued  instructions  of  the  King.  This  must  have 
damped  the  perseverance  of  the  Legislature,  who  had  stoutly 
contested  the  same  point  with  his  predecessor.  Mr.  Shirley,  at 
the  same  time,  promised  to  do  what  he  could  for  the  removal 
of  the  regal  orders,  which  thus  bound  him. 

1742,  Jan.  15.  Having  information,  welcome  to  the  House, 
the  Governor  "  directs  "  their  attendance  in  the  Council  cham- 
ber. His  address  to  them  furnishes  the  following  passage: 
"  Since  the  last  time  of  my  meeting  you  here,  I  have  receive<i^ 
undoubted  assurances  that  His  Majesty  has  been  graciously 
pleased  in  his  Royal  instructions  to  me  for  my  conduct  in  the 
government  of  this  his  Province,  to  omit  tfiat,  whereby  Gover- 
nor Belcher  was  restrained  from  giving  his  assent  to  any  act  for 
emitting  Bills  of  Credit  without  inserting  a  suspending  clause 
therein,  to  prevent  its  taking  effect  till  His  Majesty's  pleasare 
Aonld  be  known  concerning  it    As  this  is  an  alteration,  which 
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I  am  perswaded  will  be  very  agreeable  to  you,  and  has  been 
occasioned  through  my  accession  to  the  Government,  I  mention 
it  to  you  with  no  small  satisfaction."  Thus  was  a  difficulty 
taken  away,  which  had  excited  many  fears  of  our  fathers  lest 
the  regal  power  would  continue  to  be  exercised  for  cramping 
their  liberties  by  interference  with  their  domestic  financial  con- 
cerns* Their  resolute,  persevering  stand  against  such  policy, 
showed  that  they  regarded  it  as  a  vital  thrust  at  their  rights,  as 
Englishmen,  and  a  sufficient  cause  for  them  to  resist  it,  even  at 
the  repeated  and  extreme  displeasure  of  their  sovereign.  Their 
deliverance  from  it  was  hailed  by  them  with  patriot  emotions, 
as  that  of  their  predecessors,  from  the  arbitrary  taxation  of 
Andros,  was,  and  that  of  their  successors  from  the  operations  of 
the  Stamp  Act.  But  for  another  order  of  the  King,  which  still 
remained  in  force,  requiring  our  Legislature  to  settle  a  fixed 
salary  on  the  Governor,  they  could  have  proceeded  with  Mr. 
Shirley  in  his  administration  very  harmoniously.  On  this 
point,  the  House  thus  express  themselves,  April  6,  1742 :  ''  To 
settle  a  salary  as  proposed,  would  be  of  dangerous  consequences 
to  the  Liberties  and  Priviledges  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  of  this 
Province,  and  therefore  the  Representatives  can't  in  faithfulness 
to  their  Constituents,  do  it."  This  is  of  the  kindred  spirit, 
which  the  House  had  long  exhibited  on  the  same  subject,  as 
well  as  on  the  mode  of  supplying  their  Treasury. 

In  1742,  the  General  Court  designated  for  each  town  its  pro- 
portion of  £1,000,  as  the  rule  of  its  being  assessed  in  annual 
taxes. 

1743,  May  27.  Commending  the  redemption  of  the  old 
tenor  paper,  in  the  ratio  of  one  ounce  of  silver  for  20/,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  Legislature,  Feb.  4, 1737,  the  Executive  remarks, 
<<  I  am  very  sensible  how  the  present  and  succeeding  years  are 
}>urthened  with  taxes." 

1746,  Jan.  9.    In  order  to  ease  the  weight  of  taxes,  our 
government  resort  to  the  doubtful  method  of  raising  £7,600  by 
,  a  lottery. 

1746,  June  20.  As  the  Council  had  altered  the  Tax  Bill  for 
this  year,  sent  up  to  them  by  the  House,  the  latter  branch, 
when  it  was  returned,  had  the  succeeding  entry  made  on  their 
Journal :  "  Read  and  non-concurred.    Forasmuch  as  the  Home 
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apprehend  the  honorable  Board  (according  to  the  constant  usage 
of  the  General  Court  and  ancient  privilege  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  People)  may  only  concur  or  non-concur  a  Tax  Bill, 
but  may  not  make  any  amendment." 

June  21.  The  Board  sent  a  Committee  to  the  House  with  the 
Tax  Bill,  still  adhering  to  the  amendment. 

June  24  The  House  hold  their  position  on  this  subject. 

June  26.  A  message  from  the  Council  follows.  <<  Although  the 
Board  apprehend  they  have  a  just  right  to  make  an  amendment 
on  a  Tax  Bill,  at  least  in  a  matter  circumstantial,  which  was 
the  point  in  dispute  between  the  two  Houses  on  the  present 
Tax  Bill ;  yet  rather  than  delay  the  important  business  of  the 
Court  at  this  critical  juncture,  the  Board  have  concurred  the 
Tax  Bill  as  sent  up  by  the  honourable  House."  This  Legisla- 
tive skirmish  is  adduced  to  show  with  what  exact  vigilance  the 
popular  branch  of  our  Government  watched  over  the  manner  of 
providing  funds  for  its  support ;  how  they  were  alive  to  the 
importance  of  keeping  the  purse  under  their  own  control,  as  an 
efficient  means  of  preserving  the  public  liberty  from  any  deadly 
assaults  of  the  sword. 

However  the  Council  yielded  the  point  about  the  tax  bill, 
they,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  subjoined  a  clause  to  a 
vote  of  the  Representatives  for  supplies  of  sailors  and  soldiers 
on  board  of  transports,  and  then  sent  it  down.  The  House 
read  it  and  unanimously  non-concurred.  They  also  voted  a 
message  for  the  Board,  from  which  is  this  extract.  <<  It  is  very 
surprising  to  the  House,  that  the  honourable  Board  should  in 
their  vote  of  this  day  begin  a  grant  of  a  great  expence  to  this 
Province  ;  for  how  reasonable  soever  the  particulars  voted  may 
be,  yet  the  House  apprehend  such  grants  should  always  origi- 
nate with  the  people,  who  are  at  the  cost  of  them." 

Thus  we  have  another  instance,  in  which  the  Representa- 
tives felt  themselves  bound  to  contend  for  what  they  considered 
essential  to  the  liberties  of  the  Province. 

June  28.  As  the  cause  of  large,  subsequent  taxation,  a 
bill  for  £82,000,  and  another  for  X25,000,  to  supply  the  treas- 
ury  and  support  the  expedition  «against  Canada,  receive  the 
signature  of  Governor  Shirley.  In  reference  to  the  object  for 
which  our  government  so  provided,  he  observes,  <<  I  am  sure  it 
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has  been  the  cry  of  the  whole  country  ever  since  Canada  was 
delivered  up  to  the  French ;  Canada  est  deknda.  They 
always  looked  upon  it  as  a  Carthage  to  the  northern  colonies, 
which,  if  they  did  not  destroy  it,  would  in  time  destroy  them." 
To  account  for  the  high  rates  laid  on  our  population  at  this 
period,  we  quote  his  words.  "  The  standing  charge  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, to  maintain  their  barrier  against  the  enemy,  is 
thirty  thousand  pounds,  communibis  annis,  which  they  would 
be  eased  of  if  Canada  was  taken." 

Sept.  13.  A  third  bill  for  this  year,  of  £10,000,  to  supply 
the  treasury  and  meet  charges  of  the  Canada  expeditions,  is 
enacted. 

1749,  Jan.  26.  As  one  of  the  events,  in  that  period,  most 
interesting  to  the  people,  and  most  affecting  pecuniary  con-^ 
cerns,  both  public  and  private,  an  act  is  passed  for  the  re- 
demption of  all  the  Provincial  paper  money.  This  document 
required,  that  such  a  work  should  be  accomplished  by  March 
31,  1750,  though  the  commissioners  for  it  did  not  close  their 
labors  till  June  3,  of  the  next  year.  The  means  for  compassing 
so  important  an  end,  was  £183,649  2  7^  sterling,  granted  by 
Parliament  to  Massachusetts  for  their  charges  in  taking  and 
securing  Cape  Breton.  Thus  a  large  amount,  for  which  our 
population  had  been  onerously,  but  necessarily  taxed,  came 
back  to  them  in  a  seasonable  time,  and  assisted  the  legislature 
to  conduct  their  financial  concerns  with  less  perplexity  and  far 
greater  advantage. 

A  few  days  after  the  preceding  act  was  passed,  it  was  des- 
patched to  William  Bollan,  our  agent  in  Loudon,  for  the  royal 
sanction.  On  the  third  of  April,  this  gentleman,  aware  that  a 
bill  was  before  Parliament  relative  to  the  colonies'  legislation 
about  their  own  currency,  he  petitioned,  that  it  might  be 
arrested  as  inconsistent  with  the  charter  rights  of  the  latter 
bodies,  and  with  their  privileges  as  Englishmen.  He  grants, 
that  it  would  be  well  for  their  paper  money  to  be  stopped,  but 
desires  that  they  may  do  it  themselves. 

1750,  Jan.  22.  Leave  is  granted  for  the  people,  if  not  able 
to  pay  money,  to  meet  their  Province  tax  bills  in  merchantable 
hemp,  flax,  winter  and  Isle  of  Sable  cod  fish,  refined  bar  iron, 
bloomery  iron,  hollow  iron  ware,  Indian  corn,  rye,  wheat,  bar- 
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ley,  peas,  pork,  beef,  duck  or  canvas,  whalebone,  cordage,  train 
oil,  bees  wax,  bayberry  wax,  tallow,  sheep's  wool  and  tanned 
sole  leather. 

June  28.  As  the  House  believed  that  the  people  were 
too  greatly  burdened  with  taxes  to  be  assessed  this  year,  they 
purposed  to  defer  such  a  custom  to  the  next  year.  Aware  of 
their  intention,  the  Council  sent  them  a  message  as  follows. 
''  The  omitting  a  tax  on  the  present  year,  and  laying  one  on 
the  next,  in  addition  to  the  burden  already  upon  it,  is  of 
dangerous  consequence.  Nothing  now  remains  in  the  power  of 
the  Board,  except  an  earnest  recommendation  to  the  honorable 
House,  that  they  would  still  lay  a  moderate  tax  on  the  present 
year  to  raise  a  fund  in  the  treasury  for  the  future  service  of  the 
government,  as  the  General  Court  shall  order.  And  if  the 
House  shall  refuse  a  compliance  herewith,  it  is  desired  that 
when  the  burdens  of  future  years  shall  lay  heavy  upon  the  peo- 
ple, it  may  then  be  remembered,  that  the  Board  have  used  their 
utmost  endeavour  to  obtain  this  tax,  and  that  it  has  been 
refused  by  the  honorable  House."  However  thus  forcibly 
addressed,  the  Representatives  did  not  change  their  policy. 
On  Sept.  26,  Spencer  Phips,  the  Lieut.  Governor,  addressed 
them  on  the  subject.  <*  The  state  of  the  treasury  is  such,  that 
an  immediate  supply  is  needful  for  the  discharge  of  the  debts 
of  the  government  and  for  the  further  support  thereof.  And 
the  danger  we  are  in  of  a  great  increase  of  the  future  charges 
of  the  government,  makes  it  of  the  highest  imprudence  to 
suffer  the  present  year  to  be  free  from  taxes.  And  although 
you  thought  in  your  last  session  you  had  sufficient  reasons  then 
for  omitting  a  tax  act,  yet  as  the  face  of  your  affairs  is  now 
much  altered,  I  hope  you  will  no  longer  delay  it." 

As  the  House  had  not  felt  that  these  reasons  and  those  of  the 
Council  were  sufficient  to  overcome  their  own  objections,  his 
Honor,  on  the  6th  of  October,  again  appeals  to  them.  '<  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  first  day  of 
your  session,  I  recommended  to  you  two  things  as  of  great 
importance  to  the  interest  of  the  province,  the  supply  of  the 
treasury  and  a  tax  act.  You  sent  me  a  message  this  day, 
desiring  a  recess.  You  are  sensible  there  is  no  money  in  the 
treasury,  even  for  the  charge  of  an  express,  or  the  payment  of 
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any  small  services  in  the  ordinary  affairs  of  the  government. 
What  inconveniences  must  then  arise  in  case  the  Indians 
should  continue  or  renew  their  hostilities  on  our  frontiers,  or 
any  less  probable  demand  for  money  should  arise ;  not  to 
mention  the  hardships  and  suffering  of  those  persons  who  have 
already  done  service  and  remain  unpaid  ?  You  are  at  a  loss 
how  to  supply  your  treasury  with  money.  If  you  make  a  tax 
now,  it  will  bring  money  into  your  treasury  for  the  service  of 
the  government  another  year ;  but  if  you  neglect  it  now,  you 
certainly  will  find  greater  difficulties  in  supplying  then,  than 
you  find  at  present.  You  would  think  any  private  person  im- 
prudent, who  involved  himself  in  debt  from  year  to  year  for 
the  charges  of  his  living,  neglecting  the  usual  means  for 
providing  for  it.  Will  it  not  then  be  thought  extremely 
imprudent  to  leave  the  people  without  any  taxes,  the  usual 
means  of  supplying  the  government,  and  contract  debts  from 
year  to  year  ?  Or  can  it  be  imagined,  that  it  will  be  as  easy 
another  year  to  pSLj  the  charges  of  government  and  a  past  debt 
too,  as  it  is  now  to  pay  the  charges  alone  ?  I  acknowledge  you 
have  a  right  to  originate  all  acts  of  this  nature,  but  I  think, 
that  when  the  danger  by  a  neglect,  is  so  apparent,  it  is  incum- 
bent on  me  to  urge  and  press  them  upon  you ;  and  in  doing 
this,  I  have  no  other  motive  but  the  interest  of  the  people  you 
represent."  Notwithstanding  such  close  arguments,  the  House 
parried  off  the  tax  bill,  and  passed  another  for  borrowing 
£4,000,  which,  on  the  11th  of  October  received  the  signature 
of  the  Lieut.  Governor.  Thus  it  came  to  pass,  after  a  long 
series  of  years,  that  there  was  no  province  tax  assessed  on  the 
people  in  1750.  As  already  perceived,  it  was  not  an  event  for 
joy  on  account  of  an  overflowing  treasury,  but  one  of  regret, 
because  the  public  were  borne  down  with  protracted  burdens. 
The  theory  of  the  subject  teaches  us,  that  crowding  the  liabil- 
ities  of  one  period  upon  those  of  another,  was  not  wise,  though 
the  practical  application  of  it  on  our  Commonwealth  may  have 
justified  the  representatives  in  their  position. 

1761,  Feb.  8.  As  an  instance  of  new  phraseology,  a  bill  is 
enacted,  for  supplying  the  treasury  with  twenty-six  thousand 
and  seven  hundred  milled  dollarsj  payable  in  taxes. 

Feb.  14    Referring  to  an  event,  novel  since  the  depreei- 
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ation  of  Province  bills,  and  hopeful  as  to  a  better  carrencyi 
we  have  the  succeeding  record  of  a  vote,  passed  by  the  General 
Crourt.  '^  Whereas  there  is  a  considerable  part  of  the  taxes  paid 
into  the  treasury  in  silver  and  copper,  by  means  whereof  those 
billS|  which  would  have  been  brought  in  by  way  of  tax,  will 
be  brought  in  to  the  Committee  appointed  for  exchanging  the 
money,  etc.,  therefore,  voted  that  the  Province  Treasurer  be 
and  hereby  is  directed  to  pay  out  such  silver  and  copper,  as  is 
or  may  be  brought  into  the  treasury  by  the  several  constables 
or  collectors  to  answer  the  orders  drawn  by  said  committee,  in 
the  same  manner  and  within  such  time  as  is  provided  for  by 
the  several  acts  of  this  government  for  redeeming  the  bills  of 
this  Province." 

April  18.  For  the  purpose  of  partly  supplying  the  lack  of  a 
general  tax  the  last  year,  an  act  is  passed  for  another  lottery  of 
26,700  milled  dollars. 

Oct.  2.  The  Lieut.  Governor,  Spencer  Phips,  observed  to 
the  Representatives :  "  Tou  will  find  that  you  are  disappointed 
of  your  expectations  of  raising  by  a  lottery,  a  sum  sufficient 
for  the  supply  of  the  treasury.  Many  persons,  who  have  been 
in  the  service  of  the  government,  are  great  suflferers,  their 
demands  being  of  long  standing.  The  public  affairs  must  be 
very  much  embarrassed,  if  speedy  care  be  not  taken  to  prevent 
it.  I  therefore  desire  you  to  consider  of  ways  and  means  for 
raising  of  money  for  the  service  of  the  Province.  I  cannot 
help  putting  you  in  mind  on  this  occasion,  how  earnestly  and 
repeatedly  the  House  of  the  Representatives  of  the  last  year, 
was  urged  both  by  me  and  his  Majesty's  Council  to  originate  a 
tax  act.  If  such  an  act  had  then  passed,  the  difficulties  you 
are  now  under,  would  have  been,  in  a  great  measure,  pre- 
vented." On  the  9th,  a  bill  was  enacted  to  meet  such  an 
emergency,  for  supplying  the  treasury  with  £4,646,  which 
principally  depended,  as  usual,  for  being  repaid  by  taxes. 
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Rates  of  Province  Bills. 

1731,    at  the  rate  of  13/  for  one  ounce  of  silver. 

14/ 
15/ 


r/  H  i4y  ft  H  ** 

ft  ft  15/  f*  *t  91 


M  W  17/  ft  #/ 

16/6, 17/,  18/. 
19/,  19/6,  20/,  21/,  22/, 
21/,  20/  and  19/. 
"        18/6  and  19/. 

19/6,  20/  and  20/6. 
2J/,  21/6,  2*<2/,  22/6,  23/. 
24/,  25/  26/,  26/6, 27/. 
27/6. 
27/,  26/6. 
26/6,  27/. 

28/,  29/. 


28/. 

85/,  36/,  37/. 
37/,  38/,  40/. 


it        I* 


60/. 


Prices  of  Commodities  received  for  Taxes. 

1727,  Oct.  13.  The  following  merchantable  commodities 
were  allowed  to  be  received  at  the  Province  Treasury  for  rates : 
Beef,  at  £3 ;  pork,  £5  10  a  barrel ;  winter  wheat,  at  8/ ;  summer 
wheat,  7/ ;  barley,  6/ ;  rye,  6/ ;  Indian  corn,  4/ ;  oats,  2/6  a 
bushel;  flax,  1/4 a  pound  ;  hemp,  9d, ;  beeswax,  2/6  a  pound; 
peas,  clear  of  bugs,  9/  a  bushel ;  sweet  firkin  butter,  at  12d.  ; 
dry  hides,  6d. ;  tanned  leather,  I2d.  a  pound  ;  dry  codfish, 
£1  10  a  quintal ;  mackerel,  £1  10  ;  oil,  £2  10  a  barrel ;  whale- 
bone, six  feet  long  and  upward,  3/6;  bayberry  wax,  1/4  a 
pound  ;  turpentine,  full  bound,  13/ ;  bar  iron,  48/ ;  cast  iron 
pots  and  kettles,  48/  a  hundred  ;  tobacco,  4d. ;  tried  tallow,  8d. 
a  pound. 

1736,  July  3.      As  £33,269  4  8,  in  Bills  of  Credit,  are 
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granted  by  General  Court,  to  supply  the  Treasury,  the  people 
are  allowed,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  money,  to  pay  their 
taxes,  which  are  to  redeecn  the  Bills,  <'  in  hemp,  flax,  or  bar 
iron,  at  such  moderate  prices  "  as  the  Legislature  shall  assign. 
As  the  collectors  had  such  articles  brought  to  the  Treasurer,  he 
was  ordered  to  sell  them  immediately,  at  vendue  or  otherwise. 
Whatever  such  things  brought  less  than  the  general  tax,  the 
deficiency  was  to  be  put  in  the  next  year's  assessment. 

1737,  Feb.  4.  Whoever  of  the  Commonwealth  could  not 
pay  their  rates  in  money,  were  allowed  to  pay  them  in  hemp 
at  4d,j  and  flax  at  &d,  a  pound. 

1740,  July  7.  To  meet  taxes  for  the  redemption  of  £80,000 
in  old  tenor  bills,  the  inhabitants  are  permitted  to  pay  the  sub- 
sequent commodities,  if  not  choosing  to  dischai^e  them  with 
paper  money  or  coin  :  Hemp,  at  12c2.  a  pound  ;  flax,  18d. ;  re- 
fined bar  iron,  at  £4  per  cwt. ;  bloomery,  do.  £3  do. ;  iron 
hollow  ware,  at  £50  a  ton ,-  sheep's  wool,  at  3/  a  pound  ;  com 
6/,  wheat  10/,  rye  8/,  barley  6/,  a  bushel ;  pork,  at  £8  a  barrel ; 
beef,  at  £5  a  barrel  ]  winter  and  Isle  Sable  codfish,  at  40/  a 
quintal ;  each  bolt  of  sail  duck,  weighing  43  pounds,  at  £10; 
long  whalebone,  at  9/  a  pound. 

Value  of  Live  Stock  in  1726,  1731,  1737,  1740,  1748. 

Oxen,  of  four  years  old  and  above,  £2  each ;  horses  and 
mares,  of  three  years  and  more,  £2  each ;  bulls  and  cows,  of 
the  same  age,  £  1  10  each  ,  swine,  above  one  year  old,  8/  each. 
Excepting  the  first  of  these  years,  when  sheep  and  goats  were 
estimated  at  4/  each,  they  were  rated  at  3/  each. 

The  number^  of  Animals  valued  far  Hates  in  1735. 

Of  the  horse  kind,  three  years  old  and  above,  27,420 

Neat  cattle,  "         "  "  «  52,000 

Sheep,  of  one  year  old  and  upwards,  130,001 

In  1727,  decked  vessels  were  valued  at  £1  10  a  ton,  and 
undecked  vessels  at  £1  a  ton.  Stock  in  trade  was  reckoned  at 
one  quarter  of  its  worth. 
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In  the  same  year,  male  Indian  and  negro  slaves  were  each 
estimated  at  £15,  and  females,  of  like  condition,  at  £10  each. 
For  the  four  last  years,  before  named,  beginning  at  1731,  such 
servants  were  rated  as  personal  estate. 


The  Proportion  of  the  several  Towns  to  a  Tax  of  One  ThoU" 
sand  PoundSj  passed  by  the  General  Court  in  1742. 


Suffolk  CouifTX. 

Watertown,  . 

4    7    7 

£     8.     d. 

Woburn, 

6    8    9 

Boston,         .        .        .      180    0    0 

Concord, 

8    4  11 

Roxbuiy, 

9    6    2 

Newton, 

7    2    2 

Dorchester,  . 

8  16    5 

Sudbury, 

7    7    0 

Milton, 

4    1    7 

Marlborough, 

7  11    9 

Braintree,     . 

9  15    0 

Billerica, 

4    4    3 

Weymouth,  . 

5  12  10 

Framingham, 

5    7    7 

Hinffham,     . 
Dedham, 

10  10    7 

Lexington,    . 

4  11    3 

6  18    9|Chelm8ford,  . 

4    1     8 

Medfield, 

4    4    9 

Sherburne,    . 

2  13    1 

Wrenthara,  < 

5    5  11 

Reading, 

7    1    4 

Brookline,     . 

:}    6    7 

Maiden, 

5  18    4 

Needham,     . 

2  19    7 

Weston, 

3  17    8 

Stougbton,    . 

5    2    7|Medford,       . 

3    3    7 

Medwav, 
Bellinffbam', 

2  15  llLitdeton, 

2  19  11 

1    2    5'HopkiDton,    . 

2    18 

Hull,    . 

2    4    SiWestford,     . 

2  13    8 

Walpole, 

1  14    9  Waltham,     . 

3  13    3 

Chelsea, 

4    7    2|TowDsend,    . 

10    0 

Stow,            . 

2    9    8 

Stoneharo,     . 

2    2    7 

Essex  County. 

Groton,         •        • 

6  10    1 

£    8.    cL 

Wilmington, 

1  18    3 

Salem,  .        .        .        .        30    0    0  Dracut, 

1  13    2 

Ipswich, 
Newbury, 

* 

27  12    5  Bedford, 

1  19    4 

25  12    3HoIIistoii,     . 

1  17  10 

Marblehead, . 

19    9    4 

Tewksbury,  . 

1  15    3 

Lynn,   . 

10  10    4 

Acton, 

1     6    9 

Andover, 

12    1    8 

Dunstable,    . 

2    0    0 
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7  14    6 

Rowley, 

7  10    9 
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Hampshihx  Cg 

>UWTT. 

Haverhill,     . 

6  15    7 
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7    4    1 
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5  112 
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f 

2  19    9 

Sheffield,      . 
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Cambridge,   .       .       .         6  12    0 

Somers, 

1  15  11 
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• 

• 

13  10    4| 

Elbows, 

10    0 
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Worcester  County. 

Bristol  County. 

£  8.    d. 

£    f .    d 

Worcester,    ...         385 

Bristol,       ,  .        .        .          6  11    8 

lAncaster,     . 

5  13    4 

Taunton, 

10    0    2 
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5  16    5 

Rehoboth,     . 
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2    13 
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2  13  11 
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2    3    1 

2    6    2 

Tiverton, 

8    0    0 
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1  13    8 

Bolton, . 

2    4  11 

York  County. 

Upton,  . 

15  11 

£    s.    d. 

Sturbridge,   . 

17    OiYork,    ....          931 

Leominster,  . 

14    0;Kittery, 
0    OiWells,  . 

12  12    1 

Hard  wick,     . 

4    8    3 

Holden, 

0    0  Berwick, 

5  12    1 

Western, 

13    3jFaImouth,     . 

7  13  10 

Grafton, 

1  19    2 

Biddefordf     . 

3    0    9 

Arundel, 

1  19    7 

Scarborough, 

3  19  11 

Pltmouth  County. 

North  Yarmouth, 

1  19    0 

£    a,    d. 

Georgetown, 

2    0    0 

Plymouth,     ...         975 

Brunswick,    . 

0  18    6 

Scituate, 

14    7    7 

Duxbuiy, 

3    6  10 

Dukes  County. 

Marshfield,  . 

7    2    0 

£    s.    d. 

Bridffewater, 
Middleborough,    . 

11    8    1 

Edgartown,  •        .        .         2    9  10 
ChQmark,     .        .        .          3    3    3 

8    8    5 

Rochester,    . 

5    7    4 

Tisbury,       ...          1  19    1 

Plympton,     . 

4  19    5 

Pembroke,    . 

3  16    4 

Nantucket  County. 

Kingston, 

2  12    5 

£    s.    d. 

Hanover, 

3    19 

Sherbum,     .        .        .          6  11  10 

Abington,     . 
Halifax, 

2    7  11 

2    0    0 

Wareham,    . 

10    0 

Recapitulation. 

4 
\ 

£    i.    d. 

Suffolk  County,     .        .      268    5    8 

Barnstable  County. 

Essex  County, 

196    2    1 

£     9.     d. 

Middlesex  County, 

137  14    8 

Barnstable,  .                .        10    0    9 

Hampshire  County, 

53  12    7 

Yarmouth,    . 

6    3  10 

Worcester  County, 

60    6  10 

Sandwich,    . 

5    8    2 

Plymouth  County, 

79    5    6 

Eastham, 

7    9    4 

Barnstable  County, 

41  19    5 

Harwich, 

5    3    6 

Bristol  County, 

95  12    3 

Chatham, 

3    0  11 

York  County,! 

52  17    1 

Truro,  . 

0  19    7 

Dukes  County, 

7  12    1 

Falmouth,     .        .        .         3  13    4 

- 

Nantucket  County, 

6  11  10 

1,000    0    0 

>  Th4 

iTazt 

•  for  the  Towu  o 

f  York  Coonty,  are  £59  7  1. 
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Carriage  Tax,  to  promote  Manufactures^  1753  to  1767. 

This,  not  being  of  the  common  kind,  calls  for  a  separate 
place  by  itself. 

1753,  June  2.  "  A  memorial  of  Andrew  Oliver,  Esq.,  Thomas 
Hubbard,  Esq.,  Mr.  Thomas  Green  and  others,  showing  that  a 
number  of  gentlemen  of  this  Province  from  a  view  to  the  pub- 
lick  good,  have  entered  into  a  voluntary  subscription  for  raising 
monies  to  promote  industry  and  employ  the  poor,  more  espe- 
cially in  the  Linen  manufacture,  and  have  put  their  affairs  into 
the  immediate  management  of  the  memoriaUsts,  and  have 
directed  them  to  make  application  to  this  Honourable  Court  for 
their  countenance  and  assistance.  Therefore  praying  for  the 
same,  more  especially  that  they  would  provide  a  public  build- 
ing for  carrying  on  said  manufacture,  to  be  under  such  regula- 
tions as  the  Court  shall  think  fit."  A  committee  were  then 
appointed  to  report  on  this  subject. 

June  8,  they  reported.  They  stated  that  they  had  visited 
"  the  places  where  their  manufactures  or  business  are  carried 
on  ;  "  that  they  are  "  fully  of  opinion  that  their  projection  is  of 
great  and  universal  importance  to  this  Province,  and  very  much 
deserves  the  countenance  and  encouragement  of  the  Great  and 
General  Court  j  and  accordingly  the  Committee  are  humbly  of 
opinion,  that  a  suitable  piece  of  land  be  purchased  some  where 
in  the  Town  of  Boston,  and  thereon  a  House  built,  convenient 
for  carrying  ori  the  Linen  manufacture,  and  that  the  petitioners 
and  their  successors  in  the  care  and  oversight,  have  the  use  of 
said  House  and  Land,  Rent  free,  until  this  Court  shall  other- 
wise order,  and  that  every  Town  in  this  Province  have  liberty, 
if  they  see  cause,  to  send  at  least  one  person,  to  said  house  to 
be  instructed  in  any  or  every  Branch  of  the  Linen  business 
gratis.  It  is  computed  that  about  £1,500  will  be  requisite ; 
and  for  raising  this  sum  it  is  proposed  that  a  duty  be  laid  on  all 
Coaches,  Chariots,  Chaises,  Calashes  and  riding  Chairs,  within 
the  Province :  and  that  the  Petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  accordingly."     Both  Houses  accepted  the  Report. 

June  15.  The  Bill  passed  to  be  enacted.  The  lists  of 
Carriages  were  as  follow : 
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RECAPITULATION. 
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3 
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^_ 
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75         1,642        4,813 


AMOUNT  FOR  CARRIAGE  TAXES. 


£      9. 

d. 

Cosches, 

32  at  lOf      . 

16    0 

0 

Chsriots, 

75  n     5/       . 

18  15 

0 

Chaises, 

.     1,642  ..    3/      . 

.      246    6 

0 

Chain, 

.     4,813  f    2/      . 

.      481    6 

0 

Deduct  for  coHection,  5  per  cent, 


Forfeitares, 


762    7 
38    0 

0 
0 

724    7 
14  12 

0 
0 

738  19 
423  14 

0 
0 

Cost  of  land,  and  recording  deeds,     . 

315    5    0 

Paid  this  sum  to  Mr.  Gunter,  towards  building  y*  House. 

In  comparing  the  aggregates  of  carriages  in  the  Towns  of 
each  County  and  the  County  aggregates,  the  writer  perceives 
that  there  are  many  discrepancies  between  them.  This  has 
induced  him  to  give  the  following  Table,  wherein  the  numbers 
of  the  former  which  differ  from  those  of  the  latter,  are  noticed. 

Suffolk  Codntt. 
Yean.  Chaises.    Oiairs. 

1753,  ...  280 

1754,  ...    224        279 

1755,  ...    218        263 

1756,  ...    218       247 

Essex  Couivtt. 

Years.  Chaises.    Chairs. 

1753,    ...      47        279 


1754, 
1755, 
1756, 
1757, 


Middlesex  County. 

Years. 

Chaises. 

Chairs. 

1753,    .    , 

.    .      50 

291 

1754,    .    , 

.    .      41 

228 

1755,    .    . 

257 

1756,    .    . 

.    .      40 

233 

1757,    .    . 

334 

32 
32 

40 


238 
227 
281 
288 


Plymouth  Couittt. 

Years.                  Chaises.  ChaiiSL 

1753,  ...  58 

1754,  ...  58 

1755,  ...  57 

1756,  ...  42 
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Bristol  Countt. 

Years.                  Chaises.  Chain. 

1753,  ...  27 

1754,  ...        2  21 

1755,  ...        1  15 

York  County. 

Years.                  Chaises.  Chairs. 

1753,  ...   2  21 

1754,  ...    1  23 

1755,  ...    1  16 

1756,  ...  25 


Worcester  Couktt. 

Years.  Chaises.    Chairs. 

1750,    ...        2  17 


Barnstable  County. 
Years.  Chaises.    Chairs. 

1750,    ...  19 

1757,    ...  18 


These  may  be  compared  with  the  County  returns  to  see 
how  much  they  differ. 

The  following  mistakes  occur  in  adding  the  columns  of 
County  aggregates:  In  1754,  the  column  of  Chaises  is  298, 
and  of  Chairs  936.     In  1757,  the  column  of  Chairs  is  869. 

As  readily  perceived,  more  dependence  was  placed  on  the 
County  returns  than  on  the  others,  because  the  former  was 
made  the  basis  of  calculating  the  Taxes. 

Concerning  rates  on  carriages,  it  was  not  an  entirely  new 
provision  to  raise  money,  when  the  act,  which  occasioned  the 
preceding  tables,  took  place.  In  1743,  June  25,  Boston  was 
empowered  by  the  General  Court  to  lay  taxes  on  coaches, 
chariots,  chaises,  calashes  or  chairs,  within  their  limits,  because 
they  wore  out  their  streets. 

As  to  the  manufactory,  which  the  Province  tax  was  intended 
to  assist,  we  have  various  facts.  The  Society,  in  whose  behalf 
it  was  crrnfrrtj  hadijm"*"'"""'  sermmpreached  and  a  contribu- 
tion taken  to  promote  tfi^tj^h^P^tTSaBliri  Cooper,  of  Boston, 
delivered  the  first  discourse  of  this  kind,  ASptt^Sf  1753.  In 
the  afternoon  of  this  day,  as  Pemberton's  mana!!Vdpt  relates, 
^'  the  Common  afforded  a  pleasing  spectacle  of  aooSl  three 
hundred  young  female  spinsters,  decently  dressed.  Sol^o  of 
them  were  the  daughters  of  the  most  wealthy  citizens  ol  *ho 
Town.  The  spinning  wheels  were  placed  regularly  in  th?ee 
rows,  and  a  female  seated  at  each  wheel.  The  weavers  alio 
appeared,  cleanly  dressed  in  garments  of  their  own  weaving 
One  of  them,  working  a  loom,  was  put  on  a  stage  and  carried 
on  men's  shoulders,  attended  with  music,  a  procession  of  a  long 
train  of  town  aud  country  gentlemen,  passed  through  the  rows 
and  viewed  the  spinsters.  The  number  of  spectators  on  this 
occasion  was  greater  than  has  been  on  any  other.  Great  hilar- 
ity pervaded  the  whole  concourse." 
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^  The  zeal,  which  prompted  the  Society  to  advance  their 

r        project,  was  iufused  into  all  classes  of  the  community.     A  prin- 
cipal motive,  which  kept  the  zeal  alive  for  a  short  period  of 
years,  appears  to  have  been  a  strong  desire  to  be  less  dependent 
^         on  England,  for  articles  of  clothing,  whose  authorities  deemed 
tf         it  their  best  policy  to  prevent  the  growth  of  manufactures  in 
^         our  Colonies. 

After  a  diminution  of  engagedness  in  the  cause  of  domestic 
manufactures,  we  find  the  following  advertisement  in  the  News 
Letter  of  Sept.  9,  1762 : 

B3  "Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  the  spinning  school  in  the 

•  ^         Manufactory-House  in  Boston  is  again  opened,  where  any  per- 
son who  inclines  may  learn  to  spin  gratis,  and  be  paid  for  their 
.  spinning  after  the  first  three  months  ;  and  a  premium  of  eigh- 

ts teen  pounds,  old  tenor,  will  be  paid  to  the  four  best  spinners 

B  either  in  the  School  or  Town,  by  John  Bhown." 

In  his  accurate  description  of  Boston,  1794,  Thomas  Pem- 
^  berton  gives  us  the  subsequent  items.     "The  Manufactory- 

^  house,  in  Long  Acre  Street,  is  a  handsome  large  brick  building, 

^  on  the  east  side  of  the  street.     Some  untoward  circumstances 

^  taking  place,  the  linen  manufacture,  which  in  the  beginning 

promised  public  benefit,  was  wholly  set  aside.  The  building 
was  afterwards  occupied  for  a  short  time  for  the  manufacture 
of  worsted  hose,  metal  buttons,  etc.  The  Massachusetts  Bank 
was  kept  here  for  a  time.  It  now  belongs  to  that  corporation, 
and  is  let  to  private  families,  divided  into  separate  apartments. 
At  the  west  end,  fronting  Long  Acre,  was  portrayed  on  the 
wall,  a  female  figure,  holding  a  distaff  in  her  hand,  emblemat- 
ical of  industry,  which  is  now  effaced." 

Concerning  Taxation  from  1762  to  1777. 

1753,  June  21.  As  a  measure,  particularly  promoted  by  the 
Representatives,  a  vote  is  passed  in  General  Court,  that  the 
Province  Treasurer  shall  give  bonds  for  the  proper  use  of  the 
monies  which  are  paid  in  for  taxes,  as  well  as  excise  and  im- 
post. Lt.  Gov.  Phips  did  not  think  this  care  so  essential  as 
the  House  did. 

Sept.  6.  By  a  memorial  of  the  Treasurer,  it  appears  that 
he  had  received  in  payment  for  taxes,  quarters,  halves,  and 
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three  quarters  of  the  Province  Bills.  Considering  such  a 
mutilation  of  the  bills  as  contrary  to  law,  he  desired  instruction 
how  he  might  proceed  in  the  matter. 

1754,  June  15.  As  the  Board  did  not  concur  with  the 
House  in  providing  funds  to  meet  the  demands  on  the  Province, 
the  latter  branch  of  the  Legislature  sent  up  the  ensuing  mes- 
sage. <'  The  House,  to  prevent  polls  and  estates  being  over* 
burthened,  projected  and  passed  to  be  enacted  a  salutary  Elxcise 
Bill,  whereby  all  that  consumed  spirituous  liquors,  the  rich  as 
well  as  the  poor ;  those  who  consumed  them  for  luxury,  as 
well  as  those  who  consumed  the  ssime  for  necessity,  might  pay 
an  excise  therefor ;  sent  said  Bill  to  the  honourable  Board  for 
concurrence,  which  by  the  honourable  Board  was  non-concured. 
The  House,  desirous  to  preserve  harmony  with  the  honourable 
Board,  prepared  another,  altering  the  same  materially  in  many 
points ;  but  to  our  great  surprise  was  not  passed  by  the  honour- 
able Board  to  be  enacted,  by  means  whereof  the  Treasury  is  in 
danger  of  remaining  empty."  With  reference  to  this  subject, 
Gov.  Shirley  sent  for  the  Representatives  to  wait  on  him  in 
the  Council  chamber,  as  usual,  when  he  addressed  them.  In 
his  speech  to  them,  we  have  several  extracts  as  follow.  "  The 
Secretary  hath  laid  before  me  your  engrossed  Bill,  entitled,  An 
Act  for  granting  unto  his  Majesty  an  Excise  upon  Wines  and 
Spirits  distilled,  sold  by  retail,  or  consumed  within  this  Pro- 
vince, and  upon  limes,  lemmons  and  oranges.  And  I  find  that 
one  of  the  principal  reasons,  given  in  the  message  sent  up  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  his  Majesty's  Council  for 
passing  it,  was  to  <  prevent  the  polls  and  estates  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects  within  the  Province  from  being  overburthened.'  I 
have  already.  Gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  this  session,  given 
you  such  an  instance  of  my  real  desire  to  lighten  the  tax  upon 
the  polls  and  estates  of  your  constituents,  by  signing  my  con- 
sent to  the  act  for  extending  the  duty  of  impost  to  all  goods 
imported  from  Great  Britain,  (those  only  of  the  produce  and 
manufacture  of  it  excepted,)  whereby  the  revenue  arising  from 
that  branch  of  customs  to  the  Province,  will  now  probably  be 
greatly  augmented,  beyond  what  it  hath  been  during  these 
thirty  years  past,  that  I  think  you  cannot  doubt  of  my  ready 
disposition  to  concur  with  you  in  any  proper  measures  for 


MONSTER  OF  MONSTERS.  863 

further  easing  the  subject  in  those  taxes.  But  I  should  ill  dis- 
charge the  trust  reposed  in  me  by  his  Majesty,  if  for  the  sake 
of  lightning  them^  I  should  join  in  imposing  a  burden  upon  the 
people,  which  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  natural  rights  of 
every  private  family  in  the  community.  And  such  an  one,  I 
doubt,  it  would  appear  in  the  eyes  of  your  constituents,  to  be 
subjected  to  keep  and  render  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  the 
excise  liquors,  which  they  shall  consume  in  their  private  houses, 
to  collectors  and  their  deputies,  and  that  too  upon  oath,  if  re- 
quired by  these  officers,  or  else  pay  a  mulct,  upon  their  refusal 
to  do  it.  This  method  of  raising  money  is  certainly  not  only 
of  an  extraordinary  kind,  but  altogether  unprecedented  in  the 
English  government ;  and  if  a  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the 
general  reception  which  a  law  of  that  nature  would  meet  with 
throughout  this  Province,  from  the  dissatisfaction  and  murmur- 
ing which  the  news  of  its  being  passed  by  the  two  Houses 
seems  already  to  have  raised  in  several  parts  of  it,  it  will  be  so 
far  from  producing  the  salutary  effects  which  I  am  fully  per- 
swaded  every  gentleman,  who  has  voted  for  it,  proposes  to  his 
country  by  its  being  passed  into  a  law,  that  it  is  justly  to  be 
apprehended,  a  general  discontent  through  the  Province  and 
dissatisfaction  to  his  Majesty's  government,  would  be  the  fruits 

of  it." 

The  House  immediately  ordered  the  part  of  the  bill  thus 
objected  to  by  his  Excellency,  to  be  printed  and  sent  to  the 
towns  for  consideration,  as  he  advised  them.  That  the  bill 
might  not  be  nullified,  he  adjourned  the  Court  on  the  19th  of 
June,  instead  of  proroguing  it  to  the  17th  of  October.  In  the 
mean  time  the  question  whether  such  a  bill  was  approved  by 
the  different  towns,  was  laid  before  them.  Some  voted,  that 
it  was  contrary  to  their  liberties,  and  others  the  reverse.  On 
the  22d  of  October,  the  House,  having  the  returns  from  the 
towns  on  this  subject  before  them,  decided  that  they  should 
not  be  considered.  On  the  24th,  they  took  up  a  pamphlet, 
entitled  the  Monster  of  Monsters,  which  severely  censured  them 
for  promoting  the  new  features  of  the  excise  bill.  They  re- 
solve, that  it  <<  is  a  false,  scandalous  libel,  reflecting  upon  the 
proceedings  of  this  House  in  general,  and  on  many  worthy 
members  in  particulari  in  breach  of  the  privileges  thereof." 
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They  then  order,  "  that  the  said  pamphlet  be  burnt  by  the 
hands  of  the  common  hangman  below  the  Court  House  in 
King  Street,  Boston,  and  the  Messenger  of  the  House  see  the 
same  carried  into  execution."  They  arraign  Daniel  Fowle 
for  printing  and  publishing  the  pamphlet,  and  Joseph  Russelli 
his  apprentice,  Zechariah  Fowle,  and  Royall  Tyler,  for  being 
concerned  in  the  affair.  The  last  person  was  suspected  as  the 
author  of  the  production,  though  it  was  afterwards  thought 
that  he  merely  countenanced  its  being  published  and  read. 
John  Bragdon  was  subsequently  supposed  to  have  written  the 
tract.  The  first  of  these  individuals  was  imprisoned  five  days. 
Tyler  was  detained  two  days  in  custody  of  the  Messenger  of 
the  House.  For  such  durance,  Fowle  commenced  an  action 
against  the  jailer,  and  the  Messenger  and  Speaker  of  the  House, 
and  Tyler  did  the  same  as  to  the  Messenger. 

The  case  was  prolonged.  On  the  26th  of  February,  1766, 
the  House  accept  a  report  of  their  committee,  as  follows : — 
<<  Whereas  Thomas  Hubbard,  Esq.  (Speaker),  William  Baker, 
(Messenger),  and  Alexander  Young,  (jail-keeper),  have  been 
impleaded  by  Daniel  Fowle,^  and  the  said  William  Baker  has 
been  impleaded  by  Royall  Tyler,  for  their  doings  by  order  of 
the  last  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  actions  are  still 
pending  in  the  law ;  and  whereas  the  rights  and  priviledges  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  this  Province  are  in  and  by 
these  actions  called  in'  question  ;  it  is  therefore  ordered,  that 
the  said  Thomas  Hubbard,' Esq.,  William  Baker  and  Alexander 
Young,  be,  at  the  charge  of  this  Province,  defended  in  the 
action  aforesaid,  throughout  the  course  of  the  law,  and  indem- 
nified ;  and  that  Edmund  Trowbridge,  James  Otis,  and  Jeremy 
Gridley,  Esqrs.,  a  conmiittee  heretofore  appointed  by  the  House 
to  attend  and  take  of  the  defence  of  the  actions  aforesaid,  be 
from  time  to  time  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  such  sums  of 
money  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  enable  them  properly  to  defend 
those  actions  in  this  Province  ;  and  in  case  of  an  appeal  to  his 
Majesty  in  Council,  or  that  the  actions  aforesaid  should  be 
otherwise  carried  home,  that  the  said  Thomas  Hubbard,  Esq., 


1  In  a  petition  of  D.  Fowto^  presented  to  Oenenl  Court  Feb.  1, 1763,  he  M^,tlwi 
who  prosecuted  him  were  convinced  that  he  was  innocent  of  printing  the  "  Monster  of 
Moasters/'  and  he  desires  racompence  for  his  saflerings  in  the  concern. 
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Williiim  Baker,  ami  Alexander  Young,  be  there  defended  in 
the  actions  aforesaid,  at  the  public  charge,  by  the  agent  of  this 
Proviace."  The  case,  as  Minot  informs  us,  was  decided  at  the 
February  term  of  the  Superior  Court  in  1757,  against  tlie 
plaintiffs. 

The  bill,  which  was  made  the  occasion  of  these  difficulties, 
was,  after  strentious  opposition,  passed  to  be  enacted  by  both 
Houses,  with  some  amendnoents,  on  the  19th  Dec.  1754.  It 
appears  to  have  received  the  signature  of  the  Governor  the 
same  day.  This  brought  out  "  The  Cub  New  Licked,"  and 
other  satirical  pieces.  The  protracted  controversy  thus  caused, 
had  a  striking  resemblance,  in  several  of  its  features,  to  that 
which  has  existed  in  our  own  age,  with  relation  to  the  Tem- 
perance reform. 

1765,  Jan.  8.  The  House  are  informed  that  the  Governor 
had  signed  the  bill  for  duties  on  vellum,  parchment  and  paper 
for  two  years,  as  a  means  of  relieving  the  amount  of  the  com* 
men  taxes.  This  act  was  subsequently  mentioned,  so  as  to 
show  that  it  was  a  Stamp  act.^ 

Jan.  9.  His  Excellency  sends  a  Message  to  the  Representa- 
tives. It  runs  thus : — ''  I  have  signed  my  consent  to  all  the 
bills  you  have  passed  at  this  sitting  of  the  Court,  that  concern 
the  raising  of  a  revenue  for  defraying  the  publick  charges  of 
the  Province  ;  but  by  reason  of  the  different  apprehensions  his 
Majesty's  good  subjects  of  this  Province  have  relating  to  the 
methods  pursued  by  this  Court  for  the  raising  of  this  revenue, 
it  seems  probable  that  great  difficulties  will  arise  in  getting  the 
treasury  seasonably  supplied,  for  answering  the  necessary  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  in  this  critical  conjuncture  of  our 
affairs.  And  if  our  expectations  should  be  frustrated  in  this 
point,  it  may  prove  of  fatal  consequence  to  the  Province.  For 
remedying  this  evil,  I  would  earnestly  recommend  to  you, 
Gentlemen,  that  such  monies  as  persons  may  advance  for  this 
necessary  service  may,  by  the  authority  of  this  Court,  be 
expressly  exempted  from  being  taxed  in  the  usual  assessments. 
This  has  been  the  constant  practice  of  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  and  has  been  found  by  long  experience  to  be  a  happy 

— ^— ^— — ^— ■—  ■--  -  -  ■- 

>  PemberloD's  MS.,  as  quoted  by  Holmes,  in  his  '  Annals/  misplaces  the  begianing  of  liiip 
act  io  1759. 
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expedient  for  seasonable  supplies  of  money  in  the  publick 
exchequer  there ;  by  which  means,  notwithstanding  the  vast 
expenses  of  that  government,  the  public  money  has  been  more 
easily  raised  than  in  other  kingdoms  and  states  of  Europe." 

However  this  plea  was  so  ingenuously  urged,  the  Repre* 
sentatives,  on  the  10th,  voted  upon  an  engrossed  bill  for  it,  in 
the  negative. 

1766,  July  1.  Lt.  Gov.  Phips,  in  his  speech,  states  that 
Parliament  had  voted  £116,000  sterling  to  New  England,  New 
York,  and  New  Jersey,  for  their  service  against  the  French. 
The  proportion  of  Massachusetts  was  £64,000,  which  was  a 
very  seasonable  relief  for  the  heavy  taxes  that  the  people  were 
called  to  pay  for  war  upon  the  enemy  in  Canada. 

1767,  Feb.  1.  In  the  House  it  was  ordered,  in  reference  to 
an  easement  of  the  Provincial  taxes,  *<  that  the  consideration 
of  the  revival  and  continuance  of  a  Stamp  Act,  be  referred  'till 
Friday  next."  The  4th,  '<  after  a  debate  thereon,  the  question 
wasfut,  Whether  it  be  the  mind  of  the  House  to  appoint  a 
Committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Stamp  Act,  it  passed  in 
the  negative."  On  the  21st  of  March,  1768,  the  same  body 
resolved,  that  whoever  '<  purchased  any  stamped  paper  or 
blanks  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Stamps,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  late  act,"  should  be  repaid  for  such  of  them  as 
were  not  used. 

Aug.  16.  In  his  speech  to  the  Council  and  Representatives, 
Gov.  Thomas  Pownall  remarks  as  follows :  '<  I  have  and  hope 
I  always  shall  have  a  very  tender  sense  of  the  heavy  taxes 
that  this  long  harrassed  Province  labours  under;  but  at  this 
crisis  and  on  this  occasion,  as  your  mother  country,  though 
under  the  same  heavy  burtheu,  though  under  impending  dan- 
ger at  her  own  door,  has  sent  out  hither  a  noble  and  powerful 
armament,  you  will  do  your  part  in  aid  to  the  service." 

Aug.  31.  Governor  Pownall,  having  informed  the  Coun- 
cil and  Representatives  on  the  26th,  that  a  regiment  of 
Highlanders  in  the  royal  service  were  soon  expected  to  arrive 
in  Boston,  and  that,  if  quarters  were  not  provided  for  them, 
'^  they  will  plead  necessity  and  provide  for  themselves,"  the 
succeeding  reply  was  made  to  him  by  both  of  these  legislative 
branches : 
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'^  They  are  far  from  apprehending  that  the  expense  of  quar- 
tering the  King's  troops,  that  are  or  may  be  sent  here,  may  of 
right  be  insisted  upon,  or  demanded  from  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Province.  They  are  sensible  that  they  ought  to  contribute 
as  far  as  in  their  power  to  their  own  defence  against  their 
enemies. 

"  For  this  purpose  the  Government  is  already  under  such 
engagements,  that  there  is  no  prospect  of  being  able  to  comply 
with  them,  without  relief  from  his  Majesty  ;  and  it  was  in  hum- 
ble confidence  of  this  relief  that  these  engagements  were  made. 
The  General  Court  is  every  day  going  on  further  to  involve  the 
Province. 

"  Your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  recommend  this  ad- 
ditional expense.  If  it  be  agreeable  to  your  Excellency  that 
the  Government  should  advance  towards  the  charge  of  the  war 
in  this  way  rather  than  another,  the  two  Houses  are  willing  to 
conform  ;  but  at  the  same  time  they  cannot  help  observing  to 
your  Excellency,  that  there  are  certain  limits  which  the  people 
will  not  be  able  to  exceed,  and  the  more  they  contribute  in  one 
shape,  the  less  they  will  be  able  to  do  in  another. 

"  They  earnestly  desire  your  Excellency's  favor,  in  repre- 
senting to  his  Majesty  the  present  involved  state  of  the  Govern- 
ment, notwithstanding  the  extraordinary  Taxes  which  are 
annually  paid,  vastly  out  of  proportion  to  any  other  Colony ; 
that  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province  daily  leave  it  and  go  into 
other  Governments  ;  and  that  unless  his  Majesty  will  be  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  cause  a  part  of  the  great  sums,  which  have 
been  advanced  and  which  this  Province  is  now  in  debt  for,  to 
be  reimbursed,  it  will  not  be  possible  for  this  Government  to 
contribute  to  the  war  in  the  proportion  it  has  already  done." 

This  document  is  thus  quoted  to  give  the  ideas  and  expres- 
sions of  our  Legislature  on  several  important  topics  of  that 
period.  While  exhibiting  their  resolute  stand  against  having 
foreign  troops  quartered  upon  them  without  their  consent,  it 
shows  how  they  had  felt  themselves  obliged  to  lay  heavy  taxes 
upon  the  people,  and  to  what  a  great  extent  they  had  done  this 
to  aid  in  advancing  the  purpose  of  the  British  government  to 
acquire  dominion  over  Canada,  and  that  while  so  putting  forth 
every  energy,  they  expected  pecuniary  relief  from  the  Crown. 

Nov.  24  Among  remarks  of  Governor  Pownall  to  both 
Houses,  we  have  the  following:  "When  you  consider  the 
state  of  this  country,  whether  it  be  not  laboring  almost  to  its 
utmost  strength  under  the  weight  of  taxes ;  whether  it  be  in 
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any 'state  of  defence,  to  which  the  liberties,  the  li^es,  the  dear- 
bought  property  of  the  people  can  be  safely  intrusted  ;  if  year 
own  eyes  will  not  convince  yon  of  the  danger  you  are  in,  my 
words  cannot.  I  recommend  to  you,  as  yoiir  Taxes  are  and 
must  continue,  while  the  enemy  thus  prevail,  very  great  and 
grievous,  that  you  be  not  quite  exhausted,  to  examine  into  the 
state  of  those  resources  whence  they  arise,  and  that  you  estab* 
lish  the  sure  and  lasting  interest  of  the  country  on  that  trade, 
which  is  founded  in  economy,  in  the  profits  that  arise  from  your 
own  produce,  labor  and  exports." 

1758,  Oct.  4.  His  Excellency,  while  congratulating  the 
Council  and  Representatives  on  the  reduction  of  Cape  Breton, 
informs  them  that  Parliament  had  granted  Massachusetts 
£27,380  19  11^  sterling  for  their  taxes  to  meet  the  charges 
of  the  campaign  in  1756. 

1759,  March  2.  With  regard  to  continued  and  extraordinary 
supplies  of  the  Treasury  as  a  means  of  raising  forces.  Governor 
Pownall  remarks :  "  The  contest  now  is,  whether  the  French 
Usurpation  shall  be  erected  into  a  Kingdom,  or  whether  the 
British  Empire  in  America  shall  be  established  on  a  solid  and 
lasting  basis.  If  Canada  be  not  taken,  the  Empire  of  the 
French  will  fix  its  root.  As  every  thing  is  ripe  for  its  reduc- 
tion, and  nothing  to  obstruct  it,  if  it  be  not  taken  now  it  never 
will  be  taken." 

March  14.  In  reply  to  his  Excellency's  message  for  an 
enlargement  of  the  soldiers,  voted  for  by  the  Representatives, 
these  express  themselves  as  follows  :  "  We  have  had  no  regard 
to  quotas,  but  have  been  governed  by  the  importance  of  the 
service.  Our  disposition  is  the  same  now  that  it  always  has 
been.  Considering  how  much  the  Province  is  exhausted,  both 
of  men  and  money,  we  imagine  it  will  be  as  difficult  to  raise 
5,000  men  this  year  as  it  was  to  raise  7,000  the  last  year.  We 
know  the  distresses  then  brought  upon  the  Province  were  as  great 
as  it  could  well  support  itself  under.  Upon  emergencies,  the 
Province  has  always  exerted  itself  to  the  utmost,  and  we  doubt 
not  it  will  continue  to  do  so." 

April  17.  A  message  is  sent  up  from  the  Representa* 
tives  to  the  Governor.  It  furnishes  us  with  the  succeeding 
extracts. 
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"  The  unprecedented  charges  of  the  last  year  also  tend  to 
increase  the  distress  of  the  Province.  The  expense  of  the 
Regiments  raised  for  his  Majesty's  service,  amounted  to  near 
dC120,000  sterling.  Besides  this,  the  inhabitants  of  the  several 
Towns  in  the  Province,  by  fines  or  by  voluntary  contributions 
to  procure  men  for  the  service,  paid  at  least  £60,000  sterling 
more,  which  is,  in  all  respects,  as  burdensome  as  if  it  had  been 
raised  as  a  Tax  by  the  Government  The  defence  of  our  own 
frontiers  and  other  ordinary  charges  of  Government,  amount  to 
at  least  £30,000  sterling  more. 

'<  Because  the  Province  the  last  year  raised  7,000  men,  it  is 
inferred  that  it  is  able  to  raise  the  same  number  this,  and  no 
allowance  is  made  for  its  being  so  much  reduced  in  its  estate 
and  number  of  inhabitants. 

<<  We  have  generally  been  the  first  in  proposals  for  public 
service,  and  have  determined  what  force  we  would  employ. 
Other  Governments  have  followed  after  us  in  just  what  propor- 
tion they  pleased,  and  we  wish  it  had  been  an  equal  one.  We 
are  now  lessened  and  they  are  increased,  and  we  are  yet  urged 
to  continue  the  same  proportions.  We  have  always  chosen  to 
avoid  entering  into  the  consideration  of  Q^uotas  or  Proportions, 
but  we  seem  now  obliged  to  do  it.  We  conceive,  that  in  order 
to  determine  a  just  proportion,  the  wealth,  the  number  of  inhab- 
itants and  the  charge  of  each  Government  for  its  immediate 
defence,  are  all  to  come  under  consideration.  If  this  be  allowed 
to  be  a  just  rule  to  determine  by,  we  are  sure,  that  not  only  in 
all  past  years,  but  in  this  present  year  also,  we  have  done  more 
in  proportion  to  the  geneial  service,  than  any  one  Government 
upon  the  Continent. 

"  We  know  of  no  quota  settled  for  each  Colony^  The  agree- 
ment made  at  Albany  by  Commissioners  in  1764,  has  been 
generally  urged  as  a  rule  of  proportion  since  that  time.  But  it 
was  agreed  by  the  same  Commissioners,  that  regard  should 
always  be  had  to  the  special  services  of  any  Colony  for  its  im- 
mediate defence. 

"  We  are  told  that  we  are  the  leading  Province.  We  have 
been  so  for  many  years  past,  and  we  have  been  as  long  unequal- 
ly burdened.  We  have  borne  it  patiently,  although  we  have 
seen  our  inhabitants  leaving  us  and  removing  to  other  Govern- 
ments to  live  more  free  from  Taxes.  A  few  years  ago,  for  this 
reason  alone,  four  of  our  principal  Towns^^  refused  any  longer 
to  submit  to  our  jurisdiction,  and  another  Government^  found 
a  pretence  for  receiving  them,  and  they  are  not  yet  returned 
to  us. 

"  Under  these  difficulties,  we  are  still  willing  to  afford  every 

>  Suffieldy  Eofield,  Woodstock  and  Somen.  *  Cooaecticut 
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reasonable  aid  in  our  power.  Great  as  our  burdens  are,  we  have 
now  engaged  a  bounty  more  than  double  what  has  e^er  yet 
been  given  by  the  Province,  in  order  to  procure  a  voluntary 
enlistment  of  1,500  men  over  the  6,000  already  raised." 

This  narrative,  thus  adduced,  furnishes  us  with  a  view  of  the 
depressed  condition  of  our  countrymen  in  that  day  of  peril  and 
trial,  from  the  large  amount  of  assessments  on  their  property 
and  persons,  as  well  as  the  cause  and  results  of  such  heavy 
taxation. 

June  15.  As  the  tax  now  signed  by  the  chief  magis- 
trate is  more  complicated  than  usual,  its  items  are  specified 
here.  £94,780  3  2 ;  £300  for  fines  laid  on  Towns  which 
have  not  sent  any  Representatives  to  General  Court  the  present 
year;  £5,134  11  paid  the  Representatives  for  their  travel,  ser- 
vice and  attendance  in  the  General  Court  in  1757  and  1758 ; 
£662  4  6  upon  Sherburne  of  Nantucket,  in  lieu  of  their  propor- 
tion of  soldiers  for  carrying  on  the  war  ;  £3,053  1  4  on  sundry 
Towns,  to  be  levied  on  the  people  called  Q,uakers,  in  place  of 
furnishing  their  respective  quotas  of  men  for  military  service 
in  1758  and  1759. 

Oct.  3.  In  reference  to  the  capture  of  Q,uebec,  the  Gover- 
nor, in  his  speech,  thus  addressed  the  Board  and  the  House : 
<<  By  the  important  events,  with  which  it  hath  pleased  God  to 
succeed  his  Majesty's  arms,  we  see  the  British  empire  again 
rising  in  America,  and  by  the  wise  conduct  under  which  they 
still  continue  to  act,  we  may  hope,  if  we  persevere  unto  the 
end,  for  which  we  took  up  arms,  to  see  it  so  established  as  that 
we  may  no  more  fear  the  power  and  treachery  of  the  enemy  in 
Canada."  Having  so  prepared  the  way  with  an  acceptable 
subject,  he  prudently  draws  on  the  purse-strings,  as  held  by  the 
latter  body :  <<  The  estimate  of  the  current  services  lies  before 
you.  As  your  own  sense  of  the  service  has  always  induced 
you  to  make  suitable  provision  for  these,  so  I  am  sure  your 
sense  of  the  benefit,  as  well  as  the  honor,  the  Province  derives 
from  the  very  high  credit  of  its  Treasury,  will  lead  you  to  make 
good  any  fund  that  may  require  your  present  consideration." 

Oct.  9.  As  Parliament  had  voted  a  grant  of  £200,000  ster- 
ling to  the  respective  Provinces  in  North  America,  for  their 
military  expenses  in  1758,  a  commission  is  prepared  for  William 
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BoUan  and  Thomas  Pownall  in  England,  as  attorneys,  to  obtain 
the  proportion  of  Massachusetts.  A  letter  to  the  same  gentle- 
men affords  us  several  extracts.  <<  It  is  uncertain  what  will  be 
deemed  the  proportion  of  this  Province  ;  but  the  Court  hope  it 
will  be  remembered,  that  this  Province  was  the  most  exhausted 
in  its  exertions  for  his  Majesty's  service  of  any  of  his  Colonies ; 
yet  took  the  lead,  made  the  greatest  efforts,  and  exceeded  its 
ability  more  than  any  of  his  Plantations  in  that  campaign. 
Such  strenuous  efforts,  together  with  what  the  Province  hath 
done  this  present  campaign,  has  so  deeply  plunged  it  into  debt, 
that  the  public  credit  can  neither  be  maintained,  nor  its  inhab- 
itants  support  the  weight  of  their  taxes,  unless  their  share  in 
this  grant  be  remitted  as  soon  as  possible.'' 

In  another  letter  to  Mr.  Bollan,  concerning  a  grant  of  Parlia- 
ment for  military  charges  in  1756,  which  exceeded  £27,000 
sterling,  our  Legislature  express  themselves  as  follows.  Refer- 
ring to  their  regret  because  such  a  sum  had  not  reached  their 
Treasury,  they  say,  "  This  disappointment  must  of  necessity 
occasion  a  Tax  going  out  immediately  on  the  back  of  another 
very  heavy  one,  unless  the  gentlemen,  whom  the  money  was 
borrowed  of,  will, consent  to  lend  it  for  a  longer  time,  which 
the  present  uncertainty  of  the  arrival  of  that  money  makes 
doubtful.  This  money  was  borrowed  to  further  the  expedition 
of  last  year,  and  the  grant  of  Parliament  mortgaged  for  pay- 
ment ;  but  in  order  to  secure  the  lenders  against  a  disappoint- 
ment, an  additional  tax  was  laid  upon  this  present  year,  to  go 
out  in  October,  as  a  collateral  security,  though  we  thought  we 
had  not  any  reason  to  doubt  of  that  money  arriving  in  season. 
Let  it  be  shipped  in  Spanish  or  Portugal  milled  gold.  In  what- 
ever ship  it  comes,  let  it  be  insured  upon  the  most  reasonable 
terms." 

1760,  Jan.  2.  Relative  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Prov- 
ince, Governor  Pownall  remarks :  <<  I  cannot  but  with  pleasure 
observe  the  exact  economy  and  high  credit  of  the  Treasury ; 
and  also  the  good  faith  with  which  the  Government  has,  by  the 
assistance  of  the  Crown,  maintained  this  credit." 

Jan.  11.  The  Council  send  a  Message  to  the  House,  claim- 
ing the  right  to  examine  the  Treasurer's  accounts  of  taxes  and 
other  incomes,  as  well  as  the  latter  body.    On  the  16th,  the 
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Representatives  answered.  Among  their  remarks,  we  have 
the  following :  <*  The  House  apprehend  that  the  Province 
Treasurer's  accounts  for  the  year  1758,  as  passed  by  the  House, 
and  sent  up  to  the  honourable  Board,  with  a  report  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  at  the  foot  of  the  account,  and  a  resolve 
thereon,  is  agreeable  to  the  usage  of  the  House  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives, time  immemorial,  except  in  a  very  few  instances. 
By  the  British  Constitution  these  rights  and  privileges  are 
hereditary  to  the  representatives  of  the  people.  The  honoura- 
ble Board  cannot  but  be  sensible,  that  iu  all  bills  for  levying 
money,  the  House  have  challenged  and  preserved  their  right 
of  sole  modelling  the  same.  There  is  the  same  reason  they 
should  have  the  like  power  of  inquiring  into  the  application  of 
the  moneys  raised  upon  the  people." 

On  the  30th,  the  Board  make  an  able  rejoinder.  They  state 
that  till  1730,  ^*  it  was  a  very  frequent  thing  for  the  votes  for 
discharging  the  Treasurer  to  originate  at  the  Board,  and  the 
a(icounts  were  generally,  if  not  in  every  instance,  examined  by 
a  joint  committee  of  both  houses."  A  like  question  arose  in 
1752.  As  the  Representatives  would  have  the  Council  do  in 
this  concern,  the  latter  would  be  <<  the  m^er  machine  of  the 
House.  This  is  what  the  Board  do  not  intend  to  submit  to." 
On  June  10th,  Lt.  Gov.  Thomas  Hutchinson  desired,  that  as 
the  Treasurer's  accounts  had  not  passed  the  Court  for  the  two 
last  years,  because  of  such  a  dispute,  the  difficulty  might  be 
settled. 

Feb.  12.  *<  Whereas  a  tax  was  laid  on  the  Q^uakers  in  the 
several  towns  within  this  Province  in  1759,  in  order  to  raise 
their  quota  of  men  to  go  into  the  general  service ;  and  the  said 
tax  much  exceeding  the  sum  drawn  out  of  the  treasury  for  said 
use ;  complaint  also  being  made  by  some  of  the  members  of 
the  towns  in  this  Province  of  the  burthen  falling  on  them  in 
consequence  of  said  tax :  therefore,  voted,  that  the  constables 
or  collectors  in  such  towns  be  directed  to  make  no  distress  on 
the  Q^uakers  in  said  towns  for  the  tax  so  laid,  till  the  next 
sitting  of  this  Court"  For  the  adjustment  of  these  particulars, 
a  vote  was  passed,  March  28,  by  the  Representatives. 

March  28.  Referring  to  the  conflagration  in  Boston,  the 
20th  instant,  the  House  passed  the  ensuing  Harder.     "  Thai  die 
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several  collectors  in  the  town  of  Boston  for  the  Province  tax 
the  year  past,  be  directed  not  to  distrain  for  the  sums  due  from 
any  of  the  persons  whose  dwellings  were  consumed  in  the  late 
terrible  fire,  and  such  others  as  have  lost  all  or  most  of  their 
substance  by  said  fire,  until  further  order  of  this  Court."  This 
was  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

June  21.  The  tax  bill,  now  signed  by  Lt.  Gov.  Hutchinson, 
contains  the  succeeding  items: — £94,877  11;  £69  for  fines 
upon  towns,  because  not  represented  in  General  Court ; 
£2,379  4,  paid  the  Representatives  for  their  travel,  sec  vice  and 
attendance  in  General  Court  in  the  year  L759 ;  £19  18  assess- 
ed on  Falmouth  and  the  District  of  Harpswell,  in  York  County, 
to  be  collected  of  Quakers,  in  lieu  of  furnishing  their  respective 
quotas  of  men  for  military  service  in  1753. 

Aug.  15.  Having  a  prospect  of  rest  from  the  necessity  of 
imposing  burdensome  taxes  on  the  Province,  in  order  to  con- 
tend against  the  French  and  Indians,  the  Representatives  make 
a  reply  to  the  first  eloquent  speech  of  Governor  Francis  Ber- 
nard. Among  their  expressions  is  the  ensuing  extract :  "  It  is 
with  inexpressible  joy  we  take  a  view  of  the  present  times. 
The  British  Constitution  has  for  a  long  series  of  ages  been 
allowed  to  exceed  all  others ;  and  accordingly,  by  the  favor  of 
the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  it  has  preserved  itself 
against  all  the  attempts  of  intestine  tyranny,  rebellion  and  an- 
archy, as  well  as  foreign  machinations  and  enterprises." 

Dec.  17.  A  speech  of  his  Excellency  to  the  Court  has  these 
passages  of  like  import.  **  I  think  myself  happy,  that  it  has 
fallen  to  my  lot  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  glorious  conclu- 
sion of  the  North  Ameri<^an  war.  This  great  contest  will  make 
an  era  ever  memorable  on  this  Continent.  You,  gentlemen, 
who  stand  foremost  among  his  Majesty's  loyal  American  sub- 
jects, are  well  convinced  of  these  truths." 

In  their  reply  of  the  23d,  the  Representatives  observe,  "  For 
more  than  a  century  past  this  Province  has  been  wading  in 
blood,  and  laden  with  the  expenses  of  repelling  the  common 
enemy ;  without  which  efforts  Great  Britain,  before  this  day, 
might  have  had  no  Colonies  to  defend." 

1761,  Jan.  31.  As  a  means  of  lessenmg  the  public  taxes, 
prominent  merchants  of  Boston  and  others  petition  General 
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Court  that  the  Province  may  receive  its  proportioD  of  forfeit- 
ures, being  a  third  part,  from  the  Admiralty  Court,  which  had 
been  expended  in  exorbitant  charges. 

March  25.  A  speech  of  the  Governor  to  the  General  Court, 
relative  to  the  continuance  of  greater  taxes,  than  a  peace  estab* 
Itshment  required,  holds  the  following  language  :  ^'  The  orders 
I  now  lay  before  you  differ  from  those  which  I  have  before  sig- 
ni6ed  to  you  on  the  same  subject,  only  in  this  ;  the  former  were 
to  engage  you  to  assist  in  the  conquest  of  Canada,  the  present 
are  to  require  the  like  assistance  in  preserving  it.  You  who 
have  so  cheerfully  borne  the  heat  of  the  day,  will  not  now 
decline  serviug  in  the  cool  of  the  evening." 

July  11.  To  lessen  the  public  assessments,  the  Trea^ 
urer  is  empowered  to  draw  a  bill  of  exchange  for  the  Par- 
liamentary grant  of  £60,000  sterling  to  Massachusetts  as  an 
offset  for  its  military  disbursements  in  1759. 

The  act  providing  for  levying  and  collecting  taxes  in  Massa- 
chusetts, still  requires  the  assessors  to  take  a  valuation  of  the 
faculties  as  well  as  estates  of  the  inhabitants. 

1762,  March  6.  Gold  now  becomes  a  legal  tender,  and  is 
payable  at  the  Treasury  for  taxes. 

June  15.  To  prevent  a  taxation,  on  which  money  was  bor- 
rowed, the  Treasurer  is  authorized  to  draw  bills  of  exchange 
on  the  Province  agent  in  Great  Britain  for  the  proportion  of 
£200,000  sterling,  voted  by  Parliament  to  their  North  American 
Colonies,  on  account  of  military  expenditures  in  1760.  So  it 
was  the  next  year  for  a  like  ratio  of  £  133,333  6  8  sterling, 
allowed  by  the  English  Government  for  similar  charges  in 
1761,  and  also  in  1764  for  a  part  of  an  equal  grant  for  such 
charges  in  1762. 

1763,  Jan.  12.  As  the  preliminaries  of  peace  between  Eng- 
land, Prance  and  Spain  had  been  signed,  Governor  Bernard 
addressed  the  Representatives  on  the  clearer  prospect  of  being 
saved  from  the  necessity  of  imposing  heavy  burdens  of  taxes 
on  the  people.  <<  I  have  nothing  now  to  ask  of  you  for  the 
King's  immediate  service.  There  will  be  wanted  a  supply  to 
make  good  your  former  grants.  I  shall  be  glad  when  all  extra- 
ordinary expenses  shall  cease,  and  the  people  shall  be  left  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  labors  without  any  apprehension  of 
danger." 
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Feb.  10.  As  a  considerable  source  of  income,  which  had 
eased  the  weight  of  taxation  among  our  population  for  a  term 
of  years,  was  the  excise  on  Tea,  Coffee  and  China  ware.  The 
last  time  the  writer  has  found  provision  made  for  its  collection 
was  at  the  date  heading  this  clause.  True,  he  has  seen  a  charge 
for  the  Commissioner  of  one  County  concerning  it,  two  years 
later.  Such  an  assessment,  laid  by  our  Provincial  authorities, 
was  paid  as  constitutional.  But  when  the  mother  country  as- 
sumed the  right  to  act  similarly  respecting  Tea,  one  of  the  like 
commodities,  our  land  was  filled  with  protestations  against  such 
a  claim,  as  the  violation  of  English  liberty. 

Feb.  25.  For  military  charges  in  1761  and  1762,  for  sup- 
port of  government  and  redemption  of  bills,  two  acts  are  passed, 
one  to  borrow  £45,000,  and  another  to  borrow  £38,650.  Both 
of  these  amounts  were  to  be  liquidated  by  taxes  in  1765.  The 
notes  given  for  sums  loaned  to  the  Treasury,  were  thus  contin- 
ually met  as  the  emissions  of  Province  bills  had  been. 

The  former  of  these  two  acts  shows  that  there  might  be 
taxes  assessed  on  the  people  for  discharging  the  notes  when 
they  became  due,  without  any  formal,  specific  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature. The  act  authorizing  such  a  loan,  to  be  continued  about 
two  years,  has  the  subsequent  clause.  <*  If  the  General  Court, 
at  their  session  in  June,  1765,  shall  not  agree  and  conclude 
upon  an  act,  apportioning  the  sums,  which  by  this  act  are 
engaged  to  be  paid  in  said  year,  apportioned,  assessed  and  lev- 
ied, then,  in  such  case,  each  Town  and  District  within  this 
Province  shall  pay  a  tax,  to  be  levied  on  the  polls  and  estates, 
both  real  and  personal,  within  their  limits,  the  same  proportion 
of  the  said  sum  as  the  said  Towns  and  Districts  were  taxed  by 
the  General  Court  in  the  tax  the  last  preceding,"  in  compliance 
with  warrants  from  the  Province  Treasurer.  This  fact  is  ad- 
duced to  account,  in  a  considerable  degree,  for  the  diminution 
and  final  settlement  of  the  large  claims  on  the  Government  for 
charges  in  the  French  war,  even  when  regular  taxes  were  not 
annually  laid,  because  of  political  controversies  between  the 
Representatives  and  the  royal  Governors.  While  such  debt 
continued,  which  was  during  the  issues  of  paper  money,  when 
the  Government  used  it  to  supply  the  Treasury,  and  afterwards 
till  1774,  when  they  gave  notes  to  lenders  for  particular  peri- 
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ods  of  credit,  for  a  like  purpose,  they  passed  acts  to  raise  such 
funds,  secured  by  the  anticipated  taxes.  Other  acis,  requiring 
similar  supplies  of  money,  contained  clauses  like  the  one  above 
quoted,  and  thus  provided  for  the  contingencies  of  having  no 
regular  tax  acts  passed,  and  still  having  large  taxes  collected 
from  the  inhabitants.  This,  of  course,  denotes  that  the  whole 
burden,  borne  by  our  fathers  under  the  second  Charter,  is  not 
shown  by  the  annual  Taxes,  as  ordered  by  their  General 
Assemblies. 

May  26.  Governor  Bernard,  towards  the  conclusion  of  his 
address  to  both  Houses,  observes,  *'  1  have  only  to  desire  you 
to  take  due  care  of  the  internal  policy  of  the  Province.  The 
discharging  the  public  debts,  incurred  by  the  prosecution  of  the 
late  necessary  war,  with  as  much  ease  as  possible  to  the  people, 
will  well  deserve  your  consideration." 

Their  reply  of  the  31st,  has  the  following  language :  <'It 
has  been  our  unhappiness,  for  much  more  than  a  century  past, 
to  get  our  bread  at  the  peril  of  our  lives,  by  reason  of  the  sword 
of  the  wilderness.  Now,  there  is  safety  to  those  who  go  out, 
and  to  those  who  come  in,  for  there  is  none  to  make  us  afraid. 
This  day  our  pious  ancestors  would  rejoice  to  have  seen  ;  but 
it  was  reserved  by  that  Sovereign  Being,  whose  is  the  victory 
and  the  glory,  for  us  their  children.  May  our  gratitude  bear 
some  proportion  to  these  his  benefits."  With  regard  to  taxing 
the  people  so  that  they  can  bear  it  and  still  discharge  the  public 
debt,  they  say,  "  This,  we  assure  your  Excellency,  will  be  a 
great  object  of  our  attention,  while  at  the  same  time  we  shall 
religiously  support  the  faith  of  the  Government." 

Dec.  21.  The  peaceful  prospect  of  the  last  session  of  the 
General  Court,  is  now  covered  with  clouds.  The  Province  is 
called  on  to  raise  forces  for  suppressing  the  insurrection  of  the 
Western  Indians.  They  are  filled  with  alarm  by  an  enforce- 
ment of  the  Sugar  Act,  which  had  been  passed  by  the  Parlia- 
ment, and  by  the  agitation  of  the  Stamp  Act  before  the  latter 
body.  Thus  they  had  real  and  anticipated  causes  of  diminish- 
ing the  means  to  alleviate  their  burden  of  taxation,  which 
shortly  before  they  had  not  realized.  Disappointment,  dark 
and  deep,  was  emphatically  their  lot. 

1764,  June  13.    The  Representatives  accept  a  letter,  report- 


DREAD  OF  PARLIAMENTARY  TAXES.  877 

ed  to  them  and  drawn  up  by  one  of  their  number,  for  Jasper 
Mauduit,  employed  as  their  agent  in  London.  Its  contents 
refer  to  the  acts  just  mentioned,  as  an  all-absorbing  topic  of  the 
English  Colonies  on  this  Continent.  It  asks,  ^*  If  all  the  Colo* 
nists  are  to  be  taxed  at  pleasure,  without  any  Representative  in 
Parliament,  what  will  there  be  to  distinguish  them,  in  point  of 
liberty,  from  the  subjects  of  the  most  absolute  Prince  ? "  It 
remarks,  <<  The  offer  of  suspending  this  Stamp  Duty,  in  the 
manner  and  upon  the  condition  you  mention,  amounts  to  no 
more  than  this,  that  if  the  Colonies  will  not  tax  themselves  as 
they  may  be  directed,  the  Parliament  will  tax  them.  The 
power  of  taxing  is  the  grand  barrier  of  British  liberty,  which,  if 
once  broken  down,  all  is  lost."  The  Representatives,  being 
aware  that  this  was  a  subject  of  vast  importance,  order,  that  a 
committee  desire,  in  their  name,  the  several  General  Assemblies 
on  this  Continent  tp  unite  with  them  in  measures  to  prevent 
such  deprecated  impositions. 

Oct.  18.  In  view  of  the  diJBiculties  gathering  over  the 
Province,  some  leading  members  of  both  Houses  had  desired 
Che  Governor  to  convene  the  Legislature.  He  observed,  "  Now 
you  are  met,  I  shall  leave  you  to  your  deliberations.  It  may 
be  thought,  perhaps,  that  I  am  not  impartial  and  independent 
enough  to  be  your  counsellor ;  but  I  am  sure  I  am  truly  and 
heartily  a  friend  to  your  real  interest.  As  such,  I  shall  take 
upon  me  to  recommend  to  you,  at  this  time  more  than  ever, 
unity,  prudence  and  moderation.  The  first  is  necessary  to  give 
your  resolutions  due  weight ;  the  next  to  direct  them  to  proper 
purposes;  and  the  last  to  obtain  for  them  a  favorable  hearing." 

Oct.  24  In  an  address  to  the  King  about  the  Sugar  and 
Stamp  Acts,  the  General  Court  express  themselves  in  despond- 
ing terms.  Such  duties  <^  will  exhaust  this  Province  of  all  its 
money.  It  will  be  utterly  incapable  of  paying  its  public  debts, 
of  bearing  the  charges  of  its  domestic  government,  and  the 
subjects  here  of  paying  their  debts  due  to  your  Majesty's  sub- 
jects in  Great  Britain  J' 

1765,  Feb.  21.  As  the  Treasurer  of  our  Commonwealth 
had  given  notes  for  a  large  amount  of  borrowed  money,  paya- 
ble the  next  year,  by  assessments  on  the  people,  the  Represent- 
atives, in  a  resolve,  express  themselves  in  the  following  terms. 
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'<  Inasmuch  as  such  a  heavy  tax  will  be  insupportable  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Province  under  their  present  distressed  cir- 
cumstances ;  and  as  it  is  represented  to  this  Court,  that  several 
of  the  possessors  of  government  securities  are  willing  to  con- 
tinue them  further  upon  loan  at  the  rate  of  five  pounds  for 
every  hundred,  and  others  have  expressed  their  desire  of  sup- 
plying the  Province  with  money  at  the  same  rate,  therefore, 
resolved,  that  the  Treasurer  open  a  roll  for  such  gentlemen  to 
subscribe.'' 

Sept.  25.  In  view  of  the  steins  which  the  Representatives 
had  taken  for  convening  a  Congress  of  delegates  from  the  Colo- 
nies, in  New  York,  and  of  the  violences  which  had  been  com- 
mitted on  the  property  of  persons  supposed  to  be  favorers  of  the 
Stamp  Act,  his  Excellency  expresses  his  fears,  in  strong  and 
eloquent  terms,  that  the  Provincial  interests  are  thus  brought 
into  the  greatest  peril.  In  their  answer  of  October  24,  the 
Representatives,  referring  to  the  situation  of  the  Commonwealth, 
say,  that  they  <<  are  awake  to  a  sense  of  its  danger,  and  their 
utmost  prudence  will  not  be  wanting  to  prevent  its  ruin."  On 
the  29th,  they  unanimously  adopt  fourteen  Resolves.  The 
twelfth  of  them  runs  as  follows  :  "  Resolved,  As  a  just  con- 
clusion from  some  of  the  foregoing  resolves,  that  all  acts  made 
by  any  power  whatever,  other  than  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  Province,  imposing  taxes  on  the  inhabitants,  are  infringe- 
ments of  our  inherent  and  unalienable  rights,  as  men  and  British 
subjects,  and  render  void  the  most  valuable  declaration  of  our 
Charter." 

1766,  May  29.  As  a  confirmation  of  relief  to  the  public 
anxiety  about  various  interests  of  our  Commonwealth,  Gov. 
Bernard's  speech  repeats  the  succeeding  information,  which 
had  been  hailed  through  all  New  England : — **I  have  great 
pleasure  in  being  able  to  open  this  General  Court  with  con- 
gratulating you  upon  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act."  It  remarks, 
''When  I  consider  the  difficulties  with  which  this  business 
has  laboured,  and  the  causes  from  whence  they  arose  ,*  when  I 
look  back  upon  the  dangers  which  this  people  have  so  narrowly 
escaped ;  I  cannot  but  earnestly  wish  that  a  proper  improve- 
ment may  be  made  of  this  happy  event,  so  as  to  restore  this 
Province  to  the  public  reputation,  and  the  domestic  peace  which 
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it  happily  enjoyed  before  the  late  distractions."  The  joy  for 
such  an  event  among  our  fathers  was  much  less  than  it  would 
have  been,  had  it  not  been  accompanied  with  the  express  decla- 
ration of  Parliament,  "  that  they  had  a  right  to  tax  the  Colonies, 
and  legislate  for  them  in  all  cases  whatever." 

Though  the  Stamp  Act  did  not  require  assessments  on  polls 
and  estates  directly,  yet  it  involved  a  principle,  which,  if  tol- 
erated by  our  legislative  authorities  in  the  former  respect, 
would  have  included  a  consent  on  their  part  to  the  Crown  for 
interfering  with  all  our  internal  taxation,  whenever  occasion  or 
pleasure  might  demand.  Hence,  it  was  considered  as  proper 
to  present  the  prominent  facts,  which  relate  to  a  subject  of  vital 
importance  in  our  political  concerns. 

1767,  March  26.  The  last  act,  which  has  met  the  eye  of 
the  author,  for  continuing  excise  on  Wines  and  Spirits,  Limes, 
Lemons  and  Oranges,  consumed  in  Massachusetts,  is  passed  at 
this  date.  Though  it  began  in  a  great  ferment  in  1754,  it 
continued  much  longer  than  its  opponents  predicted,  laid  some 
restraint,  in  those  punph-drinking  days,  on  the  excessive  use  of 
intoxicating  beverage,  and  brought  no  small  sums  to  the  coflfers 
of  the  Commonwealth.  Thus,  while  serving  as  a  moral  check, 
it  spared  our  fathers  from  the  enlargement  of  their  rates. 

June  2.  The  Representatives,  in  answer  to  the  Governor's 
caution  against  protracting  the  session  by  political  discussions, 
thus  express  themselves:  '<  As  the  rights  of  the  people  are  now 
intrusted  to  us,  it  is  our  indispensable  duty  to  maintain  and 
defend  them.  We  hope  none  of  them  will  be  drawn  into 
question  ;  but  should  that  be  the  case,  we  are  bound  in  con- 
science to  contend  for  them,  and  therefore  we  shall  not  think 
the  dispute  on  our  part  unnecessary,  or  the  time  employed  in  it 
misspent." 

1768,  Jan.  16.  From  the  ably  written  letter  sent  to  the 
Elarl  of  Shelburne  by  the  Representatives,  we  have  this  pas* 
sage  :  "  It  is  the  glory  of  the  British  Constitution  that  it  has  its 
foundation  in  the  law  of  God  and  nature.  It  is  essentially  a 
natural  right,  that  a  man  shall  quietly  enjoy  and  have  the  sole 
disposal  of  his  own  property.  This  right  is  engrafted  into  the 
British  Constitution,  and  is  familiar  to  the  American  subjects. 
And  your  lordship  will  judge,  whether  any  necessity  can  render 
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it  just  and  equitable  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  the  supreme 
legislative  of  the  Empire  should  impose  duties,  subsidies,  tal- 
liages  and  taxes,  internal  and  external,  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
raising  a  revenue,  upon  subjects  that  are  not  and  can  not,  con- 
sidering their  local  circumstances,  by  any  possibility  be  equally 
represented,  and  consequently,  whose  consent  cannot  be  had  in 
Parliament." 

Jan.  20.  In  an  address  to  the  King,  the  Representatives 
giv6  their  views  in  the  succeeding  manner.  <*  It  is  with  the 
deepest  concern  that  your  humble  suppliants  would  represent 
to  your  Majesty,  that  your  Parliament,  the  rectitude  of  whose 
intentions  is  never  to  be  questioned,  has  thought  proper  to  pass 
divers  acts  imposing  taxes  on  your  Majesty's  subjects  in  Amer- 
ica, with  the  sole  and  express  purpose  of  raising  a  Revenue.  If 
your  Majesty's  subjects  here  shall  be  deprived  of  the  honor  and 
privilege  of  voluntarily  contributing  their  aid  to  your  Majesty 
in  supporting  your  government  and  authority  in  the  Province, 
and  defending  and  securing  your  rights  and  territories  in 
America,  which  they  have  always  hitherto  done  with  the 
utmost  chearfulness  ;  If  these  acts  of  Parliament  shall  remain 
in  force,  and  your  Majesty's  Commons  in  Great  Britain  shall 
continue  to  exercise  the  power  of  granting  the  property  of  their 
fellow  subjects  in  this  Province,  your  people  must  then  regret 
their  unhappy  fate  in  having  only  the  name  left  of  free  sub- 
jects." 

Feb.  11.  A  circulatory  letter,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
House,  is  addressed  to  the  Speakers  of  <<  the  respective  Houses 
and  Burgesses  on  this  Continent."  Among  its  patriotic  con- 
tents we  have  these  extracts :  "  It  is  moreover  their  humble 
opinion,  which  they  express  with  the  greatest  deference  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  Parliament,  that  the  acts  made  there,  imposing 
duties  on  the  people  of  this  Province,  with  the  sole  and  express 
purpose  of  raising  a  revenue,  are  infringements  of  their  natural 
and  constitutional  rights ;  because,  as  they  are  not  represented 
in  the  British  Parliament,  his  Majesty's  Commons  in  Britain,  by 
those  acts,  grant  their  property  without  their  consent."  *<  The 
House  is  fully  satisfied,  that  your  Assembly  is  too  generous  and 
enlarged  in  sentiment  to  believe,  that  this  letter  proceeds  from 
an  ambition  of  taking  the  lead  or  dictating  to  the  other  Assem- 
blies." 
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June  25.  jOn  the  question  whether  the  House  will  consider 
the  expediency  of  issuing  a  Tax  Bill,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative.  Thus  an  assessment  of  this  kind  was  omitted.  This 
appears  to  have  been  done,  because  the  debt  contracted  in  the 
late  war  continued  large ;  the  means  of  trade  for  the  payment 
of  rates  were  much  diminished  by  the  act  laying  duties  on  im- 
ported glass,  paper,  teas  and  paints,  passed  the  year  before,  and 
the  consequent  discouragement  which  settled  upon  the  popula- 
tion of  the  Commonwealth. 

But  the  chief  occasion  of  such  cessation  from  a  general  prac- 
tice, seems  to  be  a  clause  in  the  act  of  June  20,  1767,  for  sup- 
plying the  Treasury  with  £125,850  to  redeem  government 
securities,  which  fell  due  the  ensuing  year.  The  clause  was, 
that  if  the  Court  should  not  apportion  the  tax  in  May,  1768,  the 
tax  should  then  be  apportioned  as  specified  in  the  tax  act,  and 
the  Province  Treasurer  should  issue  his  warrant  accordingly. 

December.  In  the  petition  sent  by  a  majority  of  the  Council 
to  the  House  of  Parliament,  it  is  stated  that  the  difficulty  which 
our  people  experienced  in  efforts  to  meet  their  tax  bills  for 
wiping  off  the  Provincial  debt,  was  much  augmented  by  the 
unfavorable  effect  of  the  act  just  named,  upon  their  commerce. 
This  remark  must  have  been  based  on  what  was  learned  from 
collecting  such  revenue,  assessed  the  previous  year. 

1769,  May  31.  A  message  from  the  Representatives  to  the 
Governor  affords  us  the  following  extracts:  <'We  take  this 
opportunity  to  assure  your  Excellency,  that  it  is  the  firm  reso- 
lution of  this  House,  to  promote  to  the  utmost  of  their  power 
the  welfare  of  the  subjects,  and  support  his  Majesty's  authority 
within  this  jurisdiction ;  to  make  a  thorpugh  inquiry  into  the 
grievances  of  the  people,  and  have  them  redressed ;  to  amend| 
strengthen  and  preserve  the  Laws  of  the  Land  ;  to  reform  ille- 
gal proceedings  in  its  administration,  and  support  the  public 
Liberty.  These  are  the  great  ends  for  which  this  Court  is 
assembled.  A  Resolution  so  important,  demands  a  Parliamen- 
tary freedom  in  the  debates  of  this  Assembly.  We  are  there- 
fore constrained  thus  early  to  remonstrate  to  your  Excellency, 
that  an  armament  by  sea  and  land,  investing  this  MetropoliSi 
and  a  military  guard  with  cannon  pointed  at  the  very  door  of 
the  State  House,  where  the  Assembly  is  held,  is  inconsistent 
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with  that  dignity,  as  well  as  that  freedom,  with  which  we  have 
a  right  to  deliberate,  consult  and  determine."  The  Governor 
replied  that  he  had  no  authority  to  remove  the  forces.  As  the 
House  would  not  attend  to  the  legislative  business  while  the 
troops  remained,  he  required  them,  on  the  15th  of  June,  to  meet 
at  Cambridge.  They  complied  the  next  day,  and  assembled  in 
Harvard  College  edifice. 

June  19.  In  a  rejoinder  of  theirs  to  Governor  Bernard,  they 
speak  with  increased  independence  and  resolution,  probably  be- 
cause they  had  heard  of  his  reports  against  them  to  Lord 
Hillsborough.  "  You  are  pleased  to  pass  a  censure  upon  this 
House,  in  saying  that  you  <  cannot  sit  still  and  see  such  a  waste 
of  time  and  treasure  to  no  purpose.'  Those  alone  are  answer- 
able for  any  expense  of  time  and  treasure  on  this  occasion,  who 
have  brought  us  into  such  a  situation  as  has  hitherto  rendered 
our  proceeding  to  business  incompatible  with  the  dignity  as 
well  as  the  freedom  of  this  House.  No  time  can  better  be  em- 
ployed than  in  the  preservation  of  the  rights  derived  from  the 
British  Constitution,  and  insisting  upon  points  which,  though 
your  Excellency  may  consider  them  as  non-essential,  we  es- 
teem its  best  bulwarks.  No  treasure  can  be  better  expended 
than  in  securing  that  true  old  English  liberty,  which  gives  a 
relish  to  every  other  enjoyment."  One  result  of  the  controver- 
sy between  the  Representatives  and  the  Governor  was,  that  the 
former  unanimously  voted,  on  the  27th,  to  petition  the  King 
for  his  removal  from  Massachusetts.  The  next  day  he  informed 
them  that  he  was  recalled  to  give  an  account  of  the  Prov- 
ince. Still  continuing  his  duties,  they  observed  to  him,  July 
15,  concerning  the  offensive  acts  of  Parliament,  they  "may 
rather  be  called  Acts  for  raising  a  Tribute  in  America  for  the  fur- 
ther purposes  of  dissipation  among  Placemen  and  Pensioners." 

1770,  May  31.  Lieut.  Governor  Thomas  Hutchinson  has 
the  following  observations  in  his  speech:  ^< For  several  years 
past  the  taxes  have  been  much  reduced,  and  in  one  year  there 
was  no  Provincial  tax.  A  large  public  debt  therefore  still  re- 
mains with  which  the  present  year  is  burdened,  and  you  will, 
I  doubt  not,  think  it  greater  than  your  constituents  can  con- 
veniently discharge  at  once.  I  am  ready  to  give  my  consent  to 
a  bill  for  reducing  this  sum,  and  charging  a  part  of  it  upon  a 
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future  year ;  but  out  of  regard  to  the  public  interest,  I  cannot 
help  putting  you  in  mind,  that  although  we  are  now  in  a  state 
of  peace,  yet  from  the  vicissitudes  to  which  all  human  affairs 
are  liable,  and  from  the  present  commotions  in  Europe,  the  time 
of  our  continuance  in  this  state  is  very  uncertain,  and  his 
Majesty's  dominions  may  ere  long  be  again  involved  in  war. 
If  we  shall  have  then  a  large  public  debt  remaining,  it  will  be 
a  heavy  clog  upon  U8|  and  we  may  see  too  late,  that  it  is  good 
policy  in  times  of  peace  to  discharge  debts  incurred  in  times  of 
war.  I  will  not  determine,  gentlemen,  but  I  pray  you  to  con- 
sider, whether  the  discontinuing  the  excise  upon  spirituous 
liquors,  which  used  to  ease  the  tax  upon  polls  and  estates,  has 
been  of  advantage  to  the  Province,  or  whether  it  is  not  probable 
that  it  has  only  caused  a  proportionably  greater  unnecessary 
consumption  of  such  liquors,  to  the  detriment  of  the  health  and 
morals  of  the  people." 

However  judicious  this  proposition  was,  yet  the  Representa- 
tives declined  to  act  about  it,  or  any  public  measure,  until  Oct 
9,  because  they  were  continued  in  session  at  Harvard  College, 
contrary  to  their  opinion,  which  was,  that  they  should  be 
assembled  in  Boston.  On  the  10th,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  consider  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  to  prevent  the  whole 
of  the  debt  of  the  Province  being  assessed  upon  the  inhabitants 
the  present  year,  and  also  <*  to  consider  what  sum  is  necessary 
to  be  raised  by  a  tax,  and  report."  The  result  of  their  delib- 
eration was  merely  to  repeal  two  paragraphs  in  a  bill  of  1769| 
for  hiring  money  and  a  tax.  The  Court  agreed  to  hire  £76,000, 
which  received  the  sanction  of  the  Lt.  Governor  on  the  20th 
of  November. 

Nov.  16.  As  a  reason  why  the  people  found  it  difficult  to 
discbarge  their  raie-bills  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  a  remedy 
to  help  clear  away  such  incumbrance,  we  have  the  subsequent 
extracts :  "  The  committee  to  consider  the  state  of  the  Prov- 
ince, reported  to  the  House  the  following  resolve,  viz.  <  The 
House  taking  into  consideration  the  great  decay  of  the  trade  of 
this  Province,  and  the  embarrassments  and  burdens  it  at  present 
labors  under ;  the  great  scarcity  of  money,  which  it  is  highly 
probable  will  still  be  scarcer ;  and  inasmuch  as  the  merchants 
have  receded  from  their  non-importation  agreement,  in  conse- 
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qoence  of  which  a  large  importation  of  goods  from  Great  Britain 
will  probably  soon  take  place,  and  thereby  many  people  maybe 
under  a  temptation  to  spend  their  money  for  articles  altogether 
unnecessary  and  superfluous,  and  for  many  other  articles,  that 
though  they  may  be  esteemed  useful  and  conrenient,  yet  if 
they  were  duly  attentive  to  their  true  interest,  they  might  be 
as  well  supplied  with  from  among  themselres.  Therefore,  re- 
solved, that  the  members  of  this  House  will  use  their  utmost 
endeavors,  and  enforce  them  by  their  example,  to  discourage 
prodigality  and  extravagance.  And  in  order  to  prevent,  as 
much  as  possible,  the  exportation  of  money,  of  which  this  Prov- 
ince has  of  late  been  greatly  drained,  Resolved,  that  we  will  do 
all  in  our  power  to  encourage  industry  and  frugality,  and  to 
discourage  the  use  of  foreign  superfluities,  and  to  promote  our 
own  manufactures  in  the  several  towns  we  represent.'" 

1771,  June  26.  A  bill  for  apportioning  and  assessing  £15,000 
was  passed  to  be  engrossed  by  the  House.  On  July  4,  the 
Governor  objected  to  this,  in  the  succeeding  terms  :  <<  I  find 
that  this  bill  is  of  the  same  tenor  with  the  acts  which  of  late 
years  have  been  annually  passed  by  the  General  Court.  By 
virtue  of  those  acts,  the  assessors  in  the  several  towns  have  taxed 
the  ofllcers  of  the  Crown,  who  have  been  residents  in  such 
towns,  for  the  profits  which  they  receive  from  their  commis- 
sions, although  their  offices  have  no  peculiar  relation  to  this 
Province.  I  doubt  whether  this  could  be  the  intent  of  the 
former  acts,  but  as  this  construction  has  been  put  upon  them,  I 
cannot  sign  another  act  in  the  same  form,  being  expressly  for- 
bid by  his  Majesty's  twenty-seventh  instruction  from  giving 
my  consent  to  such  an  act  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever." 

On  the  5th,  the  House  replied  to  his  objection  in  the  follow- 
ing manner : — <<  May  it  please  your  Exctsllency :  The  House  of 
Representatives  have  taken  into  consideration  your  Excellency's 
message  of  this  day.  The  reason  you  are  pleased  to  assign  for 
withholding  your  assent  to  the  tax  bill  is  surprising  and  alarm- 
ing. We  know  of  no  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Customs, 
nor  or  any  revenue  his  Majesty  has  a  right  to  establish  in  North 
America.  We  know  and  feel  a  tribute  levied  and  extorted  from 
those  who,  if  they  have  property,  have  a  right  to  the  absolute 
disposal  of  it. 
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<*  By  the  Royal  Charter  it  is  expressly  granted  that  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  impose 
and  levy  proportionable  and  reasonable  assessments,  rates  and 
taxes  upon  the  estates  and  persons  of  all  and  every  the  proprie- 
tors and  inhabitants  of  this  Province.  Therefore,  for  your 
Excellency  to  withhold  your  assent  to  this  bill,  merely  by  force 
of  instruction,  is  effectually  vacating  the  Charter,  and  giving 
instructions  the  force  of  laws  within  this  Province.  Such  doc- 
trine, if  established,  would  render  the  Representatives  of  a  free 
people  mere  machines,  and  they  would  be  reduced  to  this  fatal 
alternative,  either  to  have  no  taxes  levied  and  raised  at  all,  or  to 
have  them  levied  and  raised  in  such  way  and  manner,  and  upon 
those  only,  whom  his  Majesty  pleases."  The  writer  has  dis- 
covered no  proof  that  the  bill,  thus  contended  for,  was  enacted. 

1772,  July  10.  On  the  subject  of  Governor  Hutchinson's 
not  being  dependent  for  his  salary  on  the  Legislature,  the  Rep- 
resentatives pass  several  resolves.  Of  these  we  have  the  fol- 
lowing: <<  Resolved,  that  the  imposing  and  levying  rates  and 
taxes,  and  making  provision  for  the  support  of  the  Governor, 
otherwise  than  by  grants  and  acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  is 
an  infraction  upon  the  Charter  in  a  material  point,  whereby  a 
most  important  trust  is  wrested  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  and  it  is  deprived  of  a  most  important  part  of 
legislative  power  and  authority  vested  therein  by  the  Charter, 
and  necessary  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  Province  and  the 
support  and  government  thereof." 

July  14.  An  act  is  passed  to  supply  the  treasury  with 
£10,300.  Then  another  follows:  «An  act  to  enable  the 
Province  treasurer  to  issue  his  warrants  to  the  assessors  of  the 
several  towns,  districts  and  other  places,  within  this  Province, 
agreeably  to  the  valuation  and  apportionment  agreed  upon  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  at  the  session  of  the  General 
Court  in  May,  1772."  Whether  the  assessors  were  thus  in- 
structed in  reference  to  the  amount  supplied  or  borrowed  for 
the  public  treasury,  or  of  a  tax,  is  not  explicitly  stated.  One 
authority  makes  the  tax  for  this  year  £27,500,  as  in  the  gen- 
eral table,  though  it  is  not  on  the  journal  of  the  House  with 
other  acts. 

1773,  March  3.    After  repeating  the  essential  feature  of  their 
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constitQtioual  rights,  which  conferred  on  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  the  power  to  raise  taxes  for  the  support  of  ail  its 
officers,  the  Representatives  pass  the  subsequent  resolve  among 
others.  <*  Resolved,  that  the  dependence  of  the  Judges  of  the 
land  on  the  Crown  for  their  support,  tends  at  all  times,  especially 
while  they  hold  their  commissions  during  pleasure,  to  the  sub- 
version of  justice  and  equity,  and  to  introduce  oppression  and 
despotic  power." 

June  29.  The  rates  for  the  current  year  are  thus  ordered ; 
^*  An  act  for  apportioning  and  assessing  a  tax  of  £20,625 ;  and 
also  for  assessing  a  tax  of  £7,720  15  paid  the  Representatives 
for  their  travel  and  attendance  in  the  General  Court  1770,  1,  2, 
etc."  The  rest,  included  in  etc.,  which  makes  up  the  sum  in 
the  whole  tax  for  this  year,  was  probably  fines  upon  certain 
towns  for  neglecting  to  be  represented  in  the  Legislature. 

1774,  Jan.  26.  In  his  speech,  Governor  Hutchinson  speaks 
of  the  Province  as  having  cleared  itself  from  debt.  He  pro- 
poses <'  a  moderate  duty  on  spirituous  liquors,  an  additional 
impost,"  or  some  such  means,  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of 
the  current  year,  and  so  avoid  the  necessity  of  contracting  a 
new  debt. 

June  14.  As  the  LegislaturexMd  no  more  occasion  to 
pledge  the  Provincial  taxes  for  borrovHug;  money  to  pay  the 
debt  contracted  in  the  French  war,  and  as^ere  were  funds 
enough  to  liquidate  the  notes  still  out,  they  relSiolve,  that  if 
such  scrip  is  not  returned  and  cancelled  by  the  last  otsur  of  next 
July,  it  should  cease  to  draw  interest  after  this  date.    ^ 

June  16.  The  bill  for  a  tax  of  £10,312  was  passedN>y  the 
House  to  be  enacted.  But  it  did  not  receive  the  cons^t  of 
Governor  Gage,  who  dissolved  the  General  Assembly,  convefisd 
in  Salem.  "'\ 

June  17.  Having  proceeded  from  one  step  of  opposition  td 
another,  respecting  the  acts  of  Parliament  for  the  imposition  o{\ 
taxes  on  our  population  without  their  consent,  the  Representa- 
tives adopted  several  resolves.  One  of  these  runs  as  follows. 
"  This  House  having  duly  considered  and  being  deeply  affected 
with  the  unhappy  differences,  which  have  long  subsisted  snA 
are  increasing  between  Great  Britain  and  the  American  colo- 
nies, do  resolve  that  a  meeting  of  committees  from  the  se^^nl 
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Colonies  on  this  continent  is  highly  expedient  and  necessary,  to 
consult  upon  the  present  state  of  the  colonies,  and  the  miseries 
to  which  they  are  and  must  be  reduced  by  the  operation  of 
certain  acts  of  Parliament  respecting  America ;  and  to  delib- 
erate and  determine  upon  wise  and  proper  measures  to  be  by 
them  recommended  to  all  the  Colonies,  for  the  recovery  and 
establishment  of  their  just  rights  and  liberties,  civil  and  reli- 
gious, and  the  restoration  of  union  and  harmony  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  Colonies,  most  ardently  desired  by  all  good 
men." 

They  appoint  Sept.  1,  for  the  day  when,  and  Philadelphia 
for  the  place  where,  such  a  Congress  shall  assemble.  They 
choose  James  Bowdoin,  Thomas  Gushing,  Samuel  Adams, 
John  Adams,  and  Robert  Treat  Paine  as  the  delegates  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, to  meet  with  such  a  body.  They  appropriate  £500 
to  bear  the  expenses  of  these  persons,  and  recommend  that  each 
town  pay  its  part  of  the  sum  so  desired,  according  to  its  rate 
in  the  Province  tax.  This  small  offering  to  the  cause  of 
freedom  was  readily  made. 

In  reference  to  the  Port  Bill,  the  House  of  Representatives 
resolve,  <*  Whereas  the  towns  of  Boston  and  Charlestown  are 
at  this  time  suffering  under  the  hand  of  power,  by  shutting  up 
the  harbor  by  an  armed  force,  which  in  the  opinion  of  this 
House,  is  an  invasion  of  the  said  towns,  evidently  designed  to 
compel  the  inhabitants  thereof  to  a  submission  to  taxes  imposed 
on  them  without  their  consent.  And  whereas  it  appears  to 
this  House,  that  this  attack  upon  the  said  towns  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid,  is  an  attack  made  upon  this  whole  Province  and 
continent,  which  threatens  the  total  destruction  of  the  liberties 
of  all  British  subjects ;  it  is  therefore  Resolved,  as  the  clear 
opinion  of  this  House,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  towns 
ought  to  be  relieved ;  and  this  House  do  recommend  to  all, 
and  more  especially  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  to  afford 
them  speedy  and  constant  relief  in  such  way  and  manner,  as 
shall  be  most  suitable  to  their  circumstances,  till  the  sense  and 
advice  of  our  sister  Colonies  shall  be  known ;  in  full  confi- 
dence that  they  will  exhibit  examples  of  patience,  fortitude  and 
perseverance,  while  they  are  thus  called  to  endure  this  oppres- 
sion, for  the  preservation  of  the  liberties  of  their  country." 
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On  account  of  the  revolutionary  spirit  exhibited  in  these 
resolves,  the  Governor  dissolved  the  Court.  He  closed  his 
injunction  for  this  purpose,  with  the  phrase,  ''God  save  the 
King."  There  was  indeed  cause  enough  for  such  a  petition  in 
behalf  of  his  Majesty  and  of  his  American  subjects  in  their 
perilous  controversies. 

Oct.  14.  Among  prefatory  remarks  to  several  resolves 
passed  by  the  Continental  Congress,  we  have  the  succeeding 
extract.  <<  Since  the  close  of  the  last  war,  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, claiming  a  power  of  right  to  bind  the  people  of  America 
by  statutes  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  hath  in  some  acts  expressly 
imposed  taxes  on  them,  and  in  others  under  various  pretences, 
but  in  fact  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue,  bath  imposed 
rates  and  duties  payable  in  these  Colonies."  From  the  con- 
secutive declarations  of  the  same  Assembly,  the  ensuing  pas- 
sages are  taken.  '^  The  inhabitants  of  the  English  Colonies  in 
North  America,  by  the  immutable  laws  of  nature,  the  principles 
of  the  English  Constitution,  and  the  several  Charters  or  Com- 
pacts, are  entitled  to  life,  liberty  and  property,  and  they  have 
never  ceded  to  any  sovereign  power  whatever,  a  right  to  dis- 
pose of  either  without  their  consent.  That  the  foundation  of 
English  liberty  and  all  free  government  is  a  right  in  the  people 
to  participate  in  their  legislative  Council,  and  as  the  English 
Colonists  are  not  represented,  and  from  their  local  and  other 
•circumstances  cannot  be  properly  represented  in  the  British 
Parliament,  they  are  entitled  to  a  free  and  exclusive  power  of 
legislation,  in  their  several  Provincial  legislatures,  where  their 
rights  of  representation  can  alone  be  preserved  in  all  cases  of 
taxation  and  internal  polity,  subject  only  to  the  negative  of  the 
sovereign  in  such  manner  as  has  been  heretofore  used  and 
accustomed." 

Oct.  14  The  Provincial  Congress  resolve,  in  accordance 
with  advice  of  the  Continental  Congress,  *Uhat  the  several 
constables  and  collectors  of  taxes  throughout  the  Province,  who 
have  or  shall  have  any  moneys  in  their  hands  collected  on 
Province  assessments,  be  advised  not  to  pay  the  same,  or  any 
part  thereof,  to  the  Hon.  Harrison  Gray."  ^    They  required  the 

>  The  bone  aod  chaise  which  he  owned,  fell  into  the  haods  of  Doctor  Warren,  slain  on 
Breed's  Hill,  and  then  came  into  the  possession  of  one  or  more  of  the  committee  of  supplies, 
who  were  called,  August  9, 1776,  by  the  House  of  Repreteotattves  to  tell  where  it  was. 
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like  observance  of  sheriffs,  and  that  the  tax  granted  by  the 
General  Court  at  their  May  session,  be  assessed.  Thus,  Massa- 
chusetts Congress  determined  that  the  same  person  who  held 
the  strings  of  the  public  purse  for  Governor  Gage,  should  not 
hold  theirs,  and  took  on  themselves  to  sanction  a  tax  act  without 
the  consent  of  the  chief  magistrate,  though  in  the  Common- 
wealth by  royal  authority.  With  them,  necessity  was  a  law 
which  led  them  to  break  through  past  usage.  It  was  virtually 
asserting  that  if  the  King,  through  his  vicegerent,  did  not  gov- 
ern them  as  they  deemed  rightly,  they  would  do  it  themselves. 

Oct.  17.  A  letter  from  the  Governor  to  a  committee  of  the 
Congress,  contains  the  remark,  <<  Whilst  you  complain  of  acts 
of  Parliament,  that  make  alterations  in  your  Charter,  you  will 
not  focget  that  by  your  assembling  you  are  yourselves  subvert- 
ing that  Charter.  It  is  my  duty  to  warn  you  of  the  rock  you 
are  upon." 

Oct.  28.  The  Provincial  Congress  appoint  Henry  Gardneri 
of  Stow,  Receiver  General,  and  order  all  taxes  in  the  hands  of 
collectors,  or  which  they  may  receive,  to  be  placed  in  his  care, 
as  a  necessary  means  of  preparation  for  defence. 

Dec.  5.  Though  the  taxesi  of  Massachusetts  on  polls  and 
estates  had  been  greatly  relieved  by  duties  on  imports  from 
Great  Britain  ai)d  Ireland,  on  molasses,  syrups,  paneles,  coffee, 
and  pimento,  from  the  West  Indies  and  Dominica,  wines  from 
Madeira  or  the  Western  Islands,  and  foreign  iodigo,  yet,  in 
compliance  with  the  proposal  of  the  Continental  Congress,  our 
Provincial  Congress  resolve,  that,  from  the  10th  of  October 
next,  such  imports  should  be  neither  bought  nor  sold  by  the 
inhabitants  until  the  oppressive  acts  of  Parliament  be  repealed. 

Dec.  9.  From  the  subsequent  clause  of  our  authorities,  it 
appears,  that  there  was  not  so  much  readiness  in  paying  the 
funds  to  the  new  Treasurer  as  they  had  wished.  <<  It  is  most 
earnestly  recommended  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  and 
districts,  as  they  regard  their  own  safety  and  the  preservation 
of  their  inestimable  rights  and  liberties,  that  they  cause  the 
moneys  aforesaid  to  be  paid  forthwith  to  the  said.  Henry  Gard* 
aer  Esq.,  who  has  given  bonds  with  sufficient  sureties." 

Dec.  16.  While  our  Provincial  Congress  were  in  session 
and  engaged  in  preparation  to  struggle  for  the  maintenance  of 
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their  Charter  rights,  the  Parliament  of  England  were  debating 
on  the  policy  which  different  members  thought  should  be  pur- 
sued as  to  their  American  colonies.  Among  the  sensible  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Cruger,  on  this  occasion,  we  have  this  extract. 
"  Should  coercive  measures  reduce  them  to  an  acknowledge- 
ment of  the  equity  of  parliamentary  taxation,  what  are  the 
advantages  which  will  result  from  it?  Can  it  be  thooght, 
that  the  Americans  will  be  dragooned  into  a  conviction  of  this 
right  ?  Will  severities  increase  their  affection,  and  make  them 
more  desirous  of  a  connection  with,  and  dependence  on  Great 
Britain  ?  Is  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  reasonable  to  conclude, 
that  the  effect  will  be  an  increase  of  jealousy  and  discontent  ; 
that  they  will  seek  all  occasions  of  evading  laws  imposed  on 
them  by  violence ;  that  they  will  be  restless  under  the  yoke, 
and  think  themselves  happy  under  an  opportunity  of  fleeing 
to  the  protection  of  any  other  power,  from  the  subjection  of  a 
mother  whom  they  consider  cruel  and  vindictive  ? " 

17T5,  Feb.  9.  An  address  to  the  people,  from  the  Provin- 
cial Congress,  contains  this  passage.  "  Though  we  deprecate 
a  rupture  with  the  Mother  State,  yet  we  must  still  urge  you  to 
every  preparation  for  your  necessary  defence  ;  for  unless  you 
exhibit  to  your  enemies  such  a  firmness  as  shall  convince  them 
that  you  are  worthy  of  that  freedom  your  ancestors  fled  here 
to  enjoy,  you  have  nothing  to  expect  but  the  vilest  and  most 
abject  slavery." 

Feb*.  20.  The  House  of  Commons  in  England  pass  a  con- 
ciliatory resolve.  It  states,  that  if  any  of  our  Colonial  govern- 
ments would  propose  to  pay  their  proportion  for  common 
defence,  support  their  civil  and  judicial  governments,  and  their 
offer  be  approved  by  the  King  and  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, that  the*  latter  authorities  would  <<  forbear,  in  respect  to 
such  Province  or  Colony,  to  levy  any  duty,  tax  or  assessment, 
except  only  such  duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to  continue  to 
levy  or  to  impose  for  the  regulation  of  commerce,  the  neat 
produce  of  the  duties  last  mentioned  to  be  carried  to  the  account 
of  such  Province  or  Colony  respectively."  On  the  26th  of 
May,  this  was  laid  before  the  Continental  Congress  by  a  dele- 
gate from  New  Jersey,  who,  on  the  same  day,  motioned  that  a 
negotiation  be  opened  accordingly  in  their  petition  to  the 
Butf  as  well  known,  the  movement  was  ineffectual. 
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May  3.  PerceiviDg  that  the  public  taxes  would  fall  far 
short  of  the  charges  necessary  for  meeting  force  with  force,  the 
Provincial  Congress  authorize  the  Treasury  to  borrow  £  100,000. 
Thus,  after  a  short  cessation  from  obtaining  funds  in  this  man- 
ner, the  Commonwealth  are  compelled  to  resume  it,  not  aware 
how  very  far  arising  and  thickening  contingencies  would  force 
them  to  have  it  continued. 

May  20.  For  a  similar  reason,  and  to  raise  advance  pay  for 
the  Massachusetts  army,  the  same  authorities  empower  the 
Treasurer  to  issue  bills  of  credit  as  a  legal  tender  for  all  pay- 
ments, and  not  exceeding  £26,000.  Thus  after  being  free 
from  such  a  specific  currency  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  our 
Revolutionary  fathers  were  compelled  to  resume  it  as  their  only 
available  alternative. 

May  26.  To  lessen  the  weight  of  taxes  on  the  inhabitants, 
the  Provincial  Congress  require  James  Russell,  the  receiver  of 
duties  on  imports,  to  deposit  such  funds  with  Mr.  Gardner,  the 
Treasurer. 

June  20.  Having  resolved  that  no  obedience  was  due  to 
Governor  Gage,  and  that  the  population  of  Massachusetts 
needed  a  more  complete  government,  for  the  ordering  of  taxes 
and  other  important  concerns,  and  having  received  advice  from 
the  Continental  Congress  for  such  a  purpose,  our  Provincial 
Congress  send  a  request  to  the  towns,  for  electing  representa- 
tives, who,  when  convened  on  the  19th  of  July,  should  choose 
a  council. 

June  23.  As  another  medium  of  currency,  with  which 
taxation  had  much  to  do,  and  by  the  depreciation  of  which  it 
was  greatly  increased,  the  Continental  Congress  resolved  that 
02,000,000  of  their  paper  be  issued.  They  subsequently 
decided  that  all  such  money  should  be  recalled  by  Massachusetts 
and  other  members  of  the  confederacy,  in  the  ratio  assigned  to 
them. 

June  28.  For  a  further  and  similar  supply,  our  Provincial 
Congress  resolve,  that  the  paper  currency  of  American  colonies, 
co-operating  with  them,  should  become  a  circulating  medium. 
Such  beginnings,  though  commenced  in  hope,  and  for  the 
public  weal,  were  followed  by  most  disheartening  difficulties. 

1776,  June  26.    Notwithstanding  the  accumulated  advances 
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already  made  by  Massachusetts,  on  the  basis  of  taxation,  in 
furnishing  more  than  their  proportionate  supply  of  forces  to 
resist  the  enemy,  they  resolved  to  raise  5,000  more  men  to 
reinforce  the  Continental  array  in  New  York  and  Canada.  On 
this  emergency  our  Legislative  authorities  thus  express  them- 
selves. ^*  We  derive  the  greatest  confidence  from  the  spirited 
and  distinguished  part  our  constituents  have  taken  upon  all 
important  occasions.  We  flatter  ourselves  that  a  noble  defence 
in  this  campaign  will  put  an  end  to  the  war.  Every  thing, 
therefore,  calls  for  their  exertions  on  this  occasion,  not  only 
the  safety  of  their  wives,  children  and  properties,  but  the 
security  of  the  rights  of  the  present  and  future  generations."  It 
is  here  evident,  that  one  of  the  main  springs,  next  to  the  claims 
of  patriotism,  which  prompted  our  sires  to  multiply  the  liabili- 
ities  of  their  estate  with  regard  to  being  rated,  was  the  san- 
guine hope,  that  the  burden,  though  large,  would  not  be  long 
increased. 

July  4.  Among  the  most  important  reasons,  assigned  by  the 
General  Congress  for  declaring  our  country  free  from  Great 
Britain,  was  the  one,  often  ably  and  variously  discussed,  "  For 
imposing  taxes  on  us  without  our  consent."  Here  a  principle, 
which  involves  our  present  subject,  as  well  as  its  several 
branches,  receives  its  merited  attention ;  and  its  violation, 
practically  in  some  points  and  virtually  in  all,  is  allowed  its 
proper  weight. 

Dec.  16.  Being  responsible  for  about  1^3,000,000,  including 
their  own  bills  and  their  proportion  of  those,  issued  by  the 
United  States,  which  were  by  far  the  greatest  amount,  the 
authorities  of  our  Commonwealth  could  have  but  a  faint 
expectation,  that  so  large  a  sum  would  be  soon  redeemed  by 
taxes  on  the  people.  At  this  critical  conjuncture,  when  such 
currency  was  beginning  to  loose  the  public  confidence,  it  was 
well  that  our  fathers  could  not  lift  the  veil  of  futurity  and  obtain 
a  full  view  of  the  anxieties,  difficulties  and  disasters,  which 
became  the  result  of  so  deprecated  a  change.  With  them,  as 
with  their  Puritan  ancestors,  the  principle  of  action  was  the 
discharge  of  present  duty  for  the  maintenance  of  virtuous  lib- 
erty, and  leaving  the  consequences  to  the  control  of  a  merciful 
t^rovidence. 
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Value  of  Live  Stock. 

Valuation  of  live  stock  for  rates  in  1754  and  1776,  was  as 
follows :  Oxen  of  four  years  and  above,  and  horses  of  three 
years  old,  £2  each ;  cows  and  bulls,  of  three  years  and  abovci 
£1  10  each  ,'  sheep  and  goats,  3/  each  ;  swine,  of  one  year  old, 
8/  each.  For  the  same  period,  Indian,  negro  and  mulatto 
slaves  were  taxed  as  personal  property. 

The  two  succeeding  documents  exhibit  the  proportionate 
relation  which 'each  Town  Tax  held  to  £1,000  of  every  Prov- 
ince Tax,  for  about  ten  years.  They  are  both  printed  as  they 
were  originally. 


The  Proportion  of  each  Town  in  £1,000  of  a  Province  Tax^ 

for  1761. 


Suffolk  Couittt. 

BoBtoD,          .        .          £112  18    7 

Roxbury, 

.      12    5    4 

Dorchester,   . 

7  11  10 

Milton, 

5    0  10 

Braintree, 

9  15    5 

Weymoath,  . 

4  18    5 

Hingham, 

9  19    8 

Dedham, 

8  12    0 

Medfield, 

3  18    7 

Wrentham,    . 

7  11    6 

Brookline, 

4  16    4 

Needham, 

3    2    1 

Stoughton,     . 

6  14  11 

Med  way, 

2  15    5 

Bellingham,  , 

1  13    7 

Hull,     . 

19    4 

Wdpole,       . 

2  19    0 

Chelsea, 

.       2  13    7 

Essex  Countt. 

Salem,          .       .       .   £18  13  11 

Danvers, 

8    5    5 

Ipswich, 
rtewbaiy, 

■i 

18  10    4 

.      25  11     8 

Marblehead, 

16    8    8 

Lynn,    . 

7  19    2 

Andover, 

.      12  11    9 

Beverly, 

7  16    8 

Rowley, 

7  14  11 

Salisbury, 

6    0    1 

Haverhill, 

9  12    4 

GloQcestar,    , 

.      12    1    1 

Topsfield,      . 

3    7    9 

Boxford, 

4    14 

Amesbury,     . 

6    2    6 

Bradford, 

4  10    5 

Wenham, 

2    9  11 

Middleton,     . 

2  18    0 

Manchester,  •. 

2    2    5 

Methuen, 

3    5    5 

MiDDLESXX  Coi 

DWTT. 

Cambridge,    . 

.     £9    0  10 

Charlestown, . 

8  17    1 

Watertown,  . 

3  12    9 

Woburn, 

6  10    6 

Concord, 

5  19  11 

Newton, 

6    3    8 

Sudbury, 

7    8    3 

Marlborough, 

7    7    2 

Billerica, 

4  18    0 

Lexington,     . 

4    1    9 

Framingham, 
Chelmsford,  . 

5  12    9 

4    4    6 

Sherburne,    . 

2  13    0 

Reading, 

6  11    2 

Maiden, 

3  11    6 

Weston, 

3  13    0 

Medford, 

4    4    9 

Littleton, 

3    4    2 

Hopkinton,    . 

3    5    9 

Westford,      . 

3  16  11 

Shirley,' 

1    3    0 

Waltham, 

3    7    9 

Townsend,    . 

1  12    2 

Stow,    .        .        .        , 

2  18    0 

Stoneham,     . 

19    8 

41t 
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GrotODy 

WilmiDgton, 

Natick, 

Dracat, 

Bedford, 

Holliston, 

Tewksbury, 

Acton, 

Pepperell, 

Lincoln, 

DiUMtable, 


Hampshiek 
Springfield,   . 
Northampton, 
Southampton, 
Hadley, 
Amherst, 
South  Hadley 
Hatfield, 
Westfield, 
Deerfield, 
Greenfield, 
Northfield, 
Sunderiand, 

Montague* 

Brimfield, 

Monaon, 

Palmer, 

Blandford, 

Greenwich, 

Pelham, 

Cold  Spring,  alias  ) 

Belcbertown,     { 
New  Salem, 
Greenville, 
Suffield, 
Enfield, 
Somers, 
Coleraine, 
Road  Town,  alias  > 

Shutesbury,       ^ 
Ware  River, . 
Roxbuiy  Canada,  . 
Fall  Town,    . 
Hunt's  Town, 


4  18  10 
2  11    4 


1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 


14 
3 

18 
9 


9 
9 
6 

8 


14  10 
6    2 


16 


2  10 
2    6 


8 
0 
6 


County. 

£12  10    6 
5  11    8 

1  6    8 

2  11    9 

1  17  11 

2  14    5 
8  12 
4    6 
2  10 

19 

1  11    9 

2  13    2 
1    3 

3  19 
19 

1  17 
1  4 
1  9 
1  17 


3 
2 
3 
5 


7 
2 
4 
7 
7 
2 
6 


1    2    7 


1 
2 
6 


6  3 

4  4 

5  6 
3  16  8 
3    0  5 

15  9 

14    9 

9  10 
9  10 

7  10 
4  11 


WORCBSTBR  COUNTT. 


Worcester, 

liancaster, 

Mendon, 

Brookfield, 

Oxford, 

Charlton, 

Sutton, 

Rutland, 

Rutland  District, 

New  Braintree, 


£6    1  8i 

7    5  41 

5  16  10 

5  6  21 

3  4  31 
1    1  0 

6  2  8i 

4  19  2i 
1  19  51 
1  12  91 


Leicester, 

Spencer, 

Soothborough, 

Westborough, 

Shrewsbury, 

Lunenburg, 

Uxbridge, 

Harvard, 

Dudley, 

Bolton, 

Upton, 

Storbridge, 

Leominster, 

Hardwick, 

Holden, 

Western, 

Doufflass, 

Grafton, 

Petersham, 

Westminster, 

Woodstock, 

Payquoig, 

Narragansett  No.  6, 

Prince  Town, 

Dorchester  Canada, 

Ipswich  Canada, 


13 
15 

16 

7 

4 
18 
14 

7 

1 

3 

8 

6 

2 
13 
10 

0 

19 

2  13  10 

2    3    91 

10 

7 
15 

9  10 
14  9 
11  10 

9  10 


3 
1 
2 
4 

5 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
I 

2 
2 
2 
1 
2 


1 

7 


2 

71 

5 

Oi 

91 
5 

3i 
0 
11 
9i 

n 

lOi 
0 
0 
0 
0 

H 


41 

1 

9 


Pltmouth 

Plymouth,     . 

Scituate, 

Duxbury, 

Marshfield,    . 

Bridge  water, 

Middleborough, 

Rochester, 

Plympton, 

Abington, 

Pembroke, 

Kingston, 

Wareham, 

Halifax, 

Hanover, 


COUHTT. 

.£691 

.  10  11    1 

.  3  11    5 

.  4  16    4 

.  13    5  10 

.  9  14    5 

.  6    0    7i 

.  3  17    8 

.  3  11    3 

.  4  13    7 

.  2  14    6 

.  15    3 
1  18    7i 

.  2  14  11 


Bautbtablb  Covrtt. 

Barnstable,    .        .        .£678 


Yarmouth, 

Sandwich, 

Eastham, 

Harwich, 

Chatham, 

Truro, 

Falmouth, 


4  19  5 

5  11  10 
5  6  0 
3  19  9 
2  16  6i 

2  6  4i 

3  9  li 


Bristol  Couhtt. 
Taunton,  .   £9    1  10 

Rehoboth,  ...    10  13    8 

Swanzey,  •      6  14    41 

Daitmoath,    «  .    17    8    8| 
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Norton,        ...       6    2 

4i 

COMBEKLAND  CoUNTY. 

Attleborough,      .       .       5  13 

7 

Falmouth,    . 

£13  16    21 

Dighton,      .        .        .        3  18 

9 

Scarborough, 

5    5    61 

Freetown,    ...        4    0 

5} 

North  Yarmouth, 

2    9    31 

Raynham,    ...        2    0 

74 

Brunswick,  . 

2    3  104 

Easton,        .        .        .        2  11 

74 

Harpswell,  . 

1  13    Oi 

Berkley,      ...       2    4 

9 

Gorhamtown, 

19    8i 

New  Marblehead, 

9  10 

York  Codntt. 

Lincoln  County. 

York,  .        .        .        .£9    3 

5 

Pownalborough,  . 

.     £1  17    9} 

Kittery,       .        .        .        9  10 

8} 

Georgetown, 

3    7    0 

Wells,                         .        4  17 

0 

Newcastle, 

17    0 

Berwick,     .        .        .        7  10 

9 

Topsham,     •        • 

17    0 

Biddeford,  .        .        .        4  11 

11 

Woolwich,  . 

1    4    7i 

Arundel,      .        .        .        2    9  10| 

Narragansett,  No.  1,    .            11 

10 

Berkshire  County. 

Sheffield,     . 

.     £3    6    14 

Dukes  County. 
Edgartown, .        .        .     £2  14 
Chilmark,     .        .        .        2  17 
Tisbury,      .        .        .        1  19 

0 

9i 

3 

Great  Barrington, 
Stockbridge, 
Egromont,   • 
New  Marlborough, 
No.  1  Line  of  Towns, 

1  18     14 

14  54 
1    4    3 
1    2    64 

15  9 

« 

Number  Three,   . 

15    9 

Nantucket  County. 

Number  Four,     . 

14    9 

Sheibume,  .       .       .  £11  16 

2 

Pittsfield,    . 

14    9 

The  Proportion  of  the  several   Towns  to  a  Tax  of  £1,000, 

adopted  in  1772. 


Suffolk  County. 

Essex  County. 

Boston, 

.   £92    5  10 

Salem, 

.     26  11    34 

Roxbury,     . 

9   7  m 

Danvers, 

8    6    74 

Dorchester, 

6  14  104 

Ii>swich, 

.      14    4    4i 

Milton, 

3  16    2 

Newbury,    . 

13    3  104 

Braintree,    . 

8    4  11 

Newburyport, 

13  11    6 

Weymouth, 

4    9    5i 

Marblehead, 

18    2    3i 

Hingham,    . 

6    0    8 

Lynn, 

6    9    34 

Cohasset,     . 

2    0    8} 

Andover, 

.      10  17    7i 

Dedham, 

7    3    4i 

Beverly, 

7  12    71 

Medfield,     . 

2  17    84 

Rowley, 

6    3  10 

Wrentham, . 

7    5    14 

Salisbury,    . 

5    8    1} 

Brookline,   . 

2  15    5i 

Haverhill,    . 

7  15    8i 

Needham,   . 

2  18    64 

Gloucester, 

11    3    2 

Stoughton,  . 

5  13    54 

Topsfield,    . 

2  18    04 

Btoughtonham,    . 

2  11  114 

Ameebury,  . 

4  17    14 

Hfedway,     . 

2  18    7i 

Bradford,     . 

4    7    7 

Bellingham, 

1  18    0 

Wenham,    . 

1  15    24 

Hull,  .... 

13    4i 

Manchester, 

2    6    5} 

Walpole,     . 

2    7  lOi 

Methuen,     . 

3  13    24 

Chelsea, 

1  18    4} 

Boxford, 

3  13    44 

Middleton,  • 

2    7  104 

174    2    3i 

175    9    3| 


52 
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Middlesex 
Cambridge,    . 
Charlestown, 
Watertown, 
Woburn, 
Concord, 
Newton, 
Reading,     . 
Marlboroagh, 
Billerica,     . 
Framingham, 
Lexington,  . 
Chelrasford, 
Sherburne,  . 
Sudbury, 
Maiden, 
Weston, 
Medford,     . 
Littleton,     . 
Hopkinton,  , 
Westford,    . 
Waltham,    . 
Stow, 
Groton, 

Shirl^,— -^T 
Pepperell,  . 
Townsend,  . 
Ashby, 

Stoneham,   . 

Wilmington, 

Natick, 

Dracut, 

Bedford, 

Hoi  listen,    . 

Tewksbury, 

Acton, 

Dunstable,  . 

Lincoln, 


COUWTT. 

8 

3 

5 

5 

4 

5 

6 

4 

4 

3 

3 

2 

6 

3 

3 

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

4 


1  3i 

0  0 

7  31 

10  41 

0  m 

13  111 

7    4 


3 

4 
17 

7 
15 

8 


0 
7 

a 

5 

0 


11  21 

2  6k 

2  Si 

0  0 

1  5i 

3  Hi 

9  2i 

0  4i 

15  51 

15 

13  10^ 
2  12  10 
2    0    8 

17    8 
1    3    8h 
1  18    4 

1  11     51 

2  14    9i 

2   3  m 

2  12  7h 

2    2  Oi 

2    9  64 

2    5  9i 

2    5  11 


Sunderland, 

Montague,  . 

Notthfield, 

Brimficld,    . 

South  Brimfield, 

Monson, 

Pelham, 

Greenwich, . 

Blandford,   . 

Palmer, 

Granville,    . 

New  Salem, 

Belchertown, 

Coleraine, 

Ware, 

Warwick,    . 

Bernardston, 

Murrayfield, 

Charlemont, 

Ashfield, 

Worthington, 

Shutesbury, 

Chesterfield, 

South  wick, 

~   "eld, 

En 

Somers,\ 


N 


\ 


•^ 


130  11    6 


Hampshire 

Springfield, . 

Wilbraham, 

Northampton, 

Southampton, 

Hadley, 

South  Hadley, 

Amherst, 

Granby, 
Hatfield, 
Whately,     . 
Williamsburg, 
Westfield,   , 
Deerfield,    . 
Greenfield,  . 
Sbelburne,  . 
Conway, 


County. 

£11  9  7 
2  8  8 
5    9    4i 

1  18  Hi 

2  6    0 

1  15    91 

2  11    8i 

1  4    8 

2  14    91 
19    4 
13  lOi 

3  18    1 
2  16    8i 
1  16    4 
1     1    8 
14    7} 


PLTikOUTH 

Plymouth,   .  \    . 
Scituate, 
Duxbury,     . 
Marshfield,  . 
Bridge  water, 
Middleborough, 
Rochester,  . 
Plympton,    . 
Pembroke,  . 
Kingston,    . 
Abington,    . 
Hanover, 
Halifax, 
Wareham,    . 


Barnstable 

Barnstable, . 

Sandwich,  . 
Yarmouth,  . 
Eastham,  . 
Wellfleet,  . 
Chatham,  • 
Harwich, 
Falmouth,  . 
Truro, 


1  13  21 

1  9  H 

2  0  4i 

3  7  2i 

2  0  3 
1  14  10 
1  17  10 
1  17  8i 
1     7  8 
1  18  6 

3  7  U 

1  13  91 

2  2  9 
1    4  9i 
10  0 

16  0 
1  1  10 
1    4  81 

17  9i 
1    0  3i 

10  U 

I     1  9 

1  12  Pi 

1    9  Oi 

6  5  6 

3  16  8 
3    0  5 

96    2  10 

County. 

7  0  101 

8  12  11 
3    2  101 
3  13    4i 

,  12  12  7i 

^JO  15  lOi 

>5    4  9i 

0  2 

JJl  9i 
2!§  8i 
3  \  21 
2  9IU 
1  12  lOi 
1  11    41 


i 


I 


n 


0  \ 


71     7 

CODNTT. 

£6 
5 
4  10  Iff 

3  7    3  \ 

2  13 

1  15 

4  1 

3  14 

2  4 


3 
0 
4k 


33  16    6i 
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Bristol  Countt. 

Shrewsbury, 

5    7  104 

Taunton,     .        .        .     £7  18  lU 

Lunenburg, . 

3  18    91 

Rehobotb,   • 

9  19 

31 

Fitchburg,  . 

1    6  10} 

Swanzey,     • 

4  12 

Oi 

Uxbridffe,    . 
Harvard, 

3  16    6i 

Dartmouth,  . 

.      17    3 

7i 

3  17    4i 

Norton, 

3  12 

1} 

Dudley, 

2    9    8} 

Mansfield,    . 

2   6  m 

Rutland  District, 

3    4    71 

AtUeborough, 

5  17 

1 

Bolton, 

3  14    2 

Dighton, 

3    7 

01 

Upton, 

1  10    5 

Freetown,    . 

3  18 

24 

Sturbridge, . 

3    9    41 

Raynham,    . 

2    9 

U 

Leominster, 

2  18    3 

Easton, 

2  14  m 

Hardwick,    . 

4    5    li 

Berkley, 

1  18 

31 

Western,     . 

2  13    8} 

Rnldpn 

2    0    7 
1  13    5i 

65  17 

6 

Douglass,    . 

Grafton, 

2  17    3 

York  Countt. 

Petersham,  .        .  -      . 

2  17    9i 

York,  .        .        .        .     £7  16 

2i 

Royalston,  . 

12    4} 

Kittery, 

8  11 

51 

Westminster, 

2    9    Oi 

Wells, 

6    1 

11 

Athol, 

1  11    81 

Berwick,     . 

9    4 

11 

Templeton, . 

1  18    9 

Arundel, 

2  15 

7 

Princeton,    . 

1  16    4 

Biddeford,  . 

3    4 

3} 

Ashburnham, 

17    5i 

Pepperellborough 

2    6 

101 

Winchendon, 

14    4i 

Lebanon,     . 

17 

41 

Woodstock, 

7    7    9 

fla  nilfnpH 

Ifi 

91 
11 

l^ttllUJvlU,         .               1 

Narragonsett,  No. 

1,    i 

14 

Cumberland  C 

133    1  Hi 

42  10 

3 

'ountt. 

Falmouth,    . 

.   £10    4    6 

DUKJES  CODNTT. 

North  Yarmouth, 

3  16    21 

Bdgartown,.               .28 

9 

Scarborough, 

3  17    91 

Chilmark,    ...        3    0 

21 

Brunswick,  . 

2    10 

Tisbury,      ...        2    4 

21 

Gorham, 

2    0    61 

Harps  well,  . 

1    1R     d 

^*^^" 

±    JO       t 

7  13 

2i 

Windham,  . 

17    8J 

Cape  Elizabeth,  . 

3  15    7i 

Nantucket  Countt. 

New  Gloucester, 

14  11 

Sherburne,  .        .        .  £11  16 

0 

Piersontown, 

9    0 

New  Boston, 

5  11 

. 

Worcester,          .        .£6    7 

8i 

30    1    6i 

Lancaster,   . 

7  19 

2i 

Mendon, 

5  18 

U 

Lincoln  Coi 

JNTT. 

Brookfield,  . 

7  13 

li 

Pownalborough,  • 

2  15    9 

Oxford, 

2  15 

2^ 

Georgetown, 
Woolwich,  . 

3  13    7 

Charlton,     . 

2  15 

6i 

1    3  11 

Sutton, 

7  12 

li 

Newcastle,  . 

1    2    4i 

Leicester,    . 

2  16 

2i 

Topsham,    . 

1    3    9i 

Spencer, 

2  8  m 

Boothbay,    . 

1    7    9i 

Paxton, 

I  12 

21 

Bristol, 

1    9    3i 

Rutland, 

.       3  13 

71 

Bowdoinham, 

7    61 

Oakham,     . 

1    2 

3 

Medumcook, 

7    9i 

Hubbardston, 

12 

91 

Hallowell,  . 

9    7i 

New  Braintree, 

2  10 

91 

Broadbay,    . 

19    3i 

Southboro',  . 

2  16  11 

Vassalborough,    . 

8    81 

Wostboro',  . 

2  18 

H 

St  Georges, 

19    01 

Northboro*, . 

1  19 

3 

Winthrop,    . 

6    7i 
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WIobIow,    . 

6  10 

Gardner's  Town, 

12    U 

17  14    li 

Beresrire  County. 

Sheffield,     . 

.     £4    3  10 

Great  Barrington, 
Stockbridge, 
Pittafield,     . 

2    9    0 
2    0    li 
2    9    2 

Nevf  Marlborough, 
Effremont,   . 
Richmond,  . 

2    7    3 
19    4i 
1  14  10 

Lenox,         •        • 

12    5 

Tyringham, 

1    0    Oi 

Tyrinffham  EqiUTalent, 

LanesDorongh, 

Sandisfield, 

Williamstown, 

Becket, 

Gageborough, 

Partridgefield, 

Easthooeuck, 

Jericho, 

Plantation  No.  5, 

Plantation  No.  7, 

Plantation  Hartwood, 


3 

9 

2    9 

8 

1  14  lU 
1  10  lOi 
14    0 

16    8i 
10  lOi 
15  10 

7 

0 

10 

0 

10 

0 

4 

5i 

28  13 

9 

Relative  to  Taxation  from  1777  to  1793. 

1777,  Jan.  14.  After  determining,  that  whoever  pays  or 
receives  the  Continental  paper  money  for  less  than  the  value  of 
its  face,  shall  not  only  be  accounted  an  enemy  to  American 
freedom,  but  also  forfeit  the  sum  so  exchanged,  our  National 
Congress  adopt  the  subsequent  Resolve.  "  That  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  to  pass  reso- 
lutions, that  they  will  make  provision  for  drawing  in  and  sink- 
ing their  respective  quotas  of  the  bills  emitted  by  Congress  at 
the  several  periods  fixed,  or  that  shall  be  fixed  by  Congress." 
This  was  a  task,  enlarged  by  constant  contingencies,  and,  sadly 
for  the  experience  of  our  population,  it  was  not  then  found  to 
be  altogether  practicable.  Still  the  rates  of  this  year,  after 
allowance  for  depreciation  on  paper  money,  were  nearly 
four  times  as  large  as  they  had  been  from  the  peace  of 
Pontainebleau,  November  3,  1762,  which  closed  our  French 
wars. 

July  10.  A  convention  of  delegates  from  Massachusetts, 
the  rest  of  New  England  and  New  York,  met  in  Springfield 
for  the  purpose  of  advising  upon  the  difficulties  of  currency 
and  taxation.  Their  proposals  were  received  and  discussed  by 
their  several  Legislatures. 

Sept.  10.  The  Council,  in  their  message  to  the  House, 
speaking  of  the  Convention,  remark  as  follows:  "  They  have 
recommended  certain  measures  to  be  immediately  taken  for  the 
support  of  the  paper  currency.  We  earnestly  recommend  this 
important  matter  to  your  immediate  attention,  as  every  day's 
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experience  furnishes  fresh  proof  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  it. 
The  calling  in  and  sinking  our  bills  of  credit,  and  levying  as 
large  taxes  as  the  people  can  possibly  bear,  to  defray  the 
charges  of  the  war,  will,  we  are  persuaded,  as  effectually  sup- 
port  the  credit  of  our  money  as  any  other  measure  we  can  at 
present  suggest." 

Oct.  9.  Knowing  that  frequent  supplies  of  the  Treasury, 
without  adequate  taxation,  had  proved  greatly  prejudicial  to  the 
public  bills  of  credit,  the  General  Court  pass  a  Resolve,  <<  That 
the  future  expenses  of  the  State,  in  carrying  on  the  present  war, 
etc.,  be  supported  by  taxation  only ;  and  that  the  taxes  be 
levied  and  assessed  on  the  inhabitants,  and  punctually  paid 
into  the  treasury,  in  such  sums  and  such  short  periods  as  the 
General  Court  shall  hereafter  direct."  But  this,  like  other  well 
devised  plans,  fell  short  of  its  purpose. 

Nov.  15.  The  members  of  Congress  from  our  own  and 
other  States,  agree  on  the  Articles  of  Confederation.^  The 
eighth  article  runs  thus.  <<  All  charges  of  war,  and  all  other 
expenses  that  shall  be  incurred  for  the  common  defence  or 
general  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treasury,  which 
shall  be  supplied  by  the  several  States,  in  proportion  to  the 
value  of  all  land  within  each  State,  granted  to  or  surveyed  for 
any  person,  as  such  land  and  the  buildings  and  improvements 
thereon  shall  be  estimated  according  to  such  mode  as  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  shall  from  time  to  time 
direct  and  appoint.  The  taxes  for  paying  that  proportion 
shall  be  laid  and  levied  by  the  authority  and  direction  of 
the  legislatures  of  the  several  States  within  the  time  agreed 
upon  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled." 

Thus  was  a  contract  commenced,  essential  to  the  orderly  and 
efficient  administration  of  a  most  important  branch  of  finance. 
In  compliance  with  it,  Congress,  on  the  22d,  passed  the 
ensuing  Resolve.  "  That  it  be  most  earnestly  recommended  to 
the  respective  States  to  raise  in  the  course  of  the  year  1778, 
commencing  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  by  quarterly 


»  A  joint  committee  of  our  Legislature  report,  Feb.  25, 1778,  that  the  delegates  of  tbb 
8ute  in  Congress,  be  fully  authorized  to  ratify  the  articles  of  the  Confederation.  The  last 
of  the  thirteen  Slates,  which  signed  it  by  their  agenU,  March  1, 1781,  was  Maryland. 
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payments,  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  by  taxes  to  be 
levied  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  respective  States."  Of  this 
sum  Massachusetts  was  assessed  $820,000,  being  |20,000 
higher  than  the  quota  of  any  other  State. 

Dec.  16.  As  an  indication  that  our  Legislature  deeply  sym* 
pathized  with  their  constituents,  and  were  fully  aware  that  the 
voice  of  authority  could  command  no  further  rates  from  them 
immediately,  however  hard  necessity  made  such  a  call,  we 
have  a  bill  which  they  passed,  of  the  succeeding  tenor.  <'  An 
act  to  enable  towns  to  raise  such  sums  of  money,  as  they 
are  inclined  to  do  for  the  purpose  of  lessening  their  proportion 
of  the  public  debt." 

1778,  Feb.  13.  In  order  to  relieve  the  pressure  of  taxation, 
all  persons  having  the  care  of  absentees'  estates,  are  ordered  to 
depsit  in  the  public  treasury  all  moneys  arising  from  the  rents  or 
sale  of  such  property.  For  the  conscientious  loyalist,  this  was 
a  bard  measure.  To  the  opposer  of  oppression,  it  seemed  right, 
though  administered  with  severity. 

Feb.  18.  A  letter,  directed  to  the  selectmen  of  every  town 
in  Massachusetts,  on  the  subject  of  taxes,  is  reported  to  the 
House  and  accepted.  It  runs  thus:  <<The  exertions  lately 
«  made  by  this  Court,  to  put  the  currency  of  the  United  States 
on  such  a  footing  as  to  answer  the  great  purpose  for  which  it 
was  emitted  (the  salvation  of  our  country),  by  calling  in  the 
money  of  this  State  and  determining  to  emit  no  more,  must, 
we  trust,  finally  answer  the  important  end  for  which  they 
were  designed.  Taxes  must  be  the  principal  resource  for 
money.  A  speedy  payment  of  the  tax  emitted  for  the  year 
1777,  into  the  treasury,  is  the  only  means  to  prevent  the  resolu- 
tions not  to  emit  more  money  being  receded  from.  Those  res- 
olutions were  founded  on  the  soundest  policy,  and  a  departure 
from  them  would  most  certainly  be  attended  with  dangerous 
consequences.  You  are  therefore  most  earnestly  called  upon 
to  use  your  best  endeavours  to  prevent  it,  by  exciting  the  con- 
stables and  collectors  within  your  town  to  collect  and  pay  into 
the  public  treasury  immediately  all  the  money  they  are  ap- 
pointed and  directed  to  collect  as  part  of  any  State  tax.  If  yon 
think  the  business  will  be  more  expedited  by  laying  this  letter 
before  the  inhabitants  of  your  town,  you  will  do  it  without 
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delay."  In  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  this  communication, 
a  large  assessment  was  ordered,  the  next  month,  on  the  polls 
and  estates  of  the  inhabitants.  But  the  anticipated  result  of 
calling  in  the  paper  of  our  own  Commonwealth,  was  far  from 
being  realized. 

April  27.  A  letter  of  the  24th  from  Governor  Trumbull, 
-who  received  it  from  Governor  Tryon  of  New  York,  was 
brought  down  from  the  Board,  and  laid  before  the  Representa- 
tives. It  enclosed  two  bills,  read  in  the  House  of  Commons 
the  19th  of  February  last,  proposing  a  reconciliation  between 
England  and  her  American  Colonies.  On  the  11th  of  May, 
Governor  Trumbull  received  another  letter  from  the  same 
source,  with  these  bills  passed  into  acts,  accompanied  by 
another,  which  appointed  Commissioners  to  settle  all  difficul- 
ties. He  was  requested  to  forward  them  to  the  government  of 
Massachusetts,  as  being  likely  to  be  less  objectionable  in 
the  form  of  acts  than  of  bills.  The  main  design  of  adducing 
these  particulars,  is,  to  present  a  noticeable  clause  in  one  of  the 
acts,  which  immediately  relates  to  the  principle  of  taxation  in 
all  its  branches.  The  passage  thus  alluded  to,  follows.  "  The 
King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  will  not  impose  any  duty, 
tax  or  assessment  whatever,  payable  in  any  of  his  Majesty's 
colonies,  provinces  and  plantations  in  North  America  or  the 
West  Indies,  except  only  such  duties  as  it  might  be  expedient 
to  impose  for  the  regulation  of  commerce;  the  net  produce  of 
such  duties  to  be  always  paid  and  applied  to  and  for  the  use  of 
the  colony,  province  or  plantation  in  which  the  same  should  be 
respectively  levied,  in  such  manner  as  other  duties  collected  by 
the  authority  of  the  respective  General  Courts  or  General  As- 
semblies of  each  colony,  province  or  plantation,  are  ordinarily 
paid  or  applied."  Had  this  proposal  been  made  prior  to  our 
treaty  with  France,  and  before  our  countrymen  had  proceeded 
so  far  as  to  have  a  fair  prospect  of  being  able  to  secure  their 
independence,  it  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  successful. 
But  coming  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  contest,  it  was  viewed  by 
the  authorities  of  our  State  and  of  Congress  as  a  stmtagem  to  dis- 
tract their  councils  and  weaken  their  energies.  If,  after  repealing 
the  Stamp  Act  in  1766,  and  again  reviving  a  similar  purpose  of 
taxation  the  very  next  year,  by  laying  duties  on  the  teas  and 
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Other  commodities  imported  by  the  colonists,  Parliament  had 
paused  and  forthwith  presented  such  an  olive  branch  of  peace, 
it  would  have  been  hailed  as  the  harbinger  of  long  continued 
friendship  between  Great  Britain  and  her  American  provinces. 
Well  would  it  have  been  for  the  legislators  of  England,  bad 
they  hearkened  to  the  far  reaching  advice  of  Pitt.  '*  Let  this 
country  bo  the  first  to  resume  its  prudence  and  temper.  I 
will  pledge  myself  for  the  colonies,  that,  on  their  part,  animos- 
ity and  resentment  will  cease." 

Though  our  Congress,  on  the  22d  of  April,  had  accepted  a 
report  with  severe  strictures  against  the  preceding  bills,  as  a 
Trojan  horse  brought  among  their  constituents  under  pretence 
of  good  but  really  for  their  perdition,  and  ordered  the  whole  to 
be  published,  they  still  perceived  that  the  royal  Commissioners 
afterwards  pressed  the  same  project.  For  attempts  to  bribe 
members  of  their  body  and  thus  obtain  their  influence  to  pro- 
mote the  plan,  they  resolved,  on  the  11th  of  August,  <<  That 
Congress  will  not  in  any  degree  negotiate  with  the  present 
British  Commissioners  in  America  for  restoring  peace." 

One  of  the  members,  whose  patriotism  was  thus  assailed,  but 
without  effect,  was  Joseph  Reed.  He  declared,  that  on  the 
21st  of  June  he  received  a  letter,  evidently  in  Philadelphia,  from 
a  married  lady  of  character,  connected  with  the  English  army. 
She  proposed  an  interview  with  him.  He  waited  on  her  in  the 
evening.  She  said  that  she  was  authorized  to  make  an  offer. 
She  promised,  that  if  he  successfully  assisted  to  promote  a 
reunion  between  the  two  countries,  he  should  receive  £10,000 
sterling,  and  any  office  he  chose  in  the  Colonies,  which  the 
King  could  bestow.  Mr.  Reed  answered,  <<  He  was  not  worth 
purchasing,  but  such  as  he  was,  the  King  of  Great  Britain  was 
not  rich  enough  to  do  it." 

May  27.  The  Council  speak  of  the  treaty  with  France,  as 
a  most  acceptable  event.  It  was  made  by  our  commissioners, 
the  6th  of  February,  after  being  kept  in  a  perplexed  suspense 
for  more  than  twelve  months.  This  alliance,  united  with  the 
success  of  our  arms  the  previous  year,  gave  fresh  courage  to 
every  portion  of  our  Republic,  and  enabled  our  population  to 
bear  up  under  their  almost  insupportable  burdens.  The  Couo* 
oil,  in  reference  to  the  treaty,  thus  express  themselves :    "  We 


C0N0BE8SI0NAL  ADDRESS.  431 

trust  and  hope  it  will  be  attended  with  the  happiest  conse- 
quences ;  among  others  that  it  will  weaken  and  intimidate  our 
enemies,  encourage  our  friends,  give  stability  to  our  currency, 
and  afford  a  solid  and  permanent  support  to  the  liberty  and 
independence  of  the  United  States." 

1779,  January  2.  Congress  resolve,  <Mhat  these  United 
States  be  called  on  to  pay  in  their  respective  quotas  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars  for  the  year  1779,  and  of  six  millions  of 
dollars  annually  for  eighteen  years  from  and  after  1779,  as  a 
fund  for  sinking  the  emissions  and  loans  of  these  United  States 
to  the  31st  day  of  December,  1778,  inclusive ;  that  if  the 
continuance  and  circumstances  of  the  war  shall  make  any 
further  emissions  necessary  the  year  ensuing,  they  shall  be 
8unk  in  the  manner  and  within  the  period  aforesaid."  May 
19,  they  order  $45,000,000  more  to  be  paid  into  their  treasury 
before  the  1st  of  January.  Of  this  sum,  Massachusetts  was 
assessed  $6,000,000.  On  the  26th,  they  adopted  an  address  to 
the  whole  country.  Our  Legislature,  on  June  11th,  required 
\  it  to  be  printed  and  read  by  all  ministers  before  their  congre- 
gations the  first  Sabbath  after  its  reception.  A  sentence  of  it 
ruus  thus.  "  Though  it  is  manifest,  that  moderate  taxation  in 
times  of  peace  will  recover  the  credit  of  your  currency,  yet 
the  encouragements,  which  your  enemies  derive  from  its  depre- 
ciation, and  the  present  exigencies  demand  great  and  speedy 
exertions."  This  appeal  of  our  national  authorities  was  re- 
sponded to  with  a  generous  zeal  by  our  General  Court  and  many 
of  their  constituents. 

January  27.  As  desired  by  the  General  Government,  our 
Legislature  forbid  the  Continental  bills,  emitted  May  20,  1777, 
and  April  11, 1778,  to  be  taken  for  Massachusetts  taxes,  and 
only  for  Continental  taxes.  This  measure  was  adopted  to 
prevent  our  treasury's  being  filled  with  such  reduced  ourrency, 
and  having  it  as  the  only  or  chief  means  to  pay  the  war-worn 
soldiers,  who  had  already  suffered  too  much  by  mon^y  of  this 
sort.  Our  authorities  complied  with  it,  though  much  to  the 
hurt  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  for  they  say  in  a  letter  of  April 
20,  to  Samuel  Adams  and  other  delegates  in  Congress,  "  We 
are  sorry  to  say  that  that  Resolve  has  greatly  embarrassed  our 
public  measures,  a  very  large  proportion  of  those  emissions 

63 
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being  possessed  by  our  inhabitants,  and  almost  all  our  pablic 
money  was  of  those  dates." 

Feb.  20.  Having  no  tax  money  to  depend  on,  and  our 
population  being  in  great  distress  for  provisions,  particularly 
the  sea-ports,  the  Legislature  instruct  the  treasurer  to  hire 
£200,000  for  the  purpose  of  importing  flour,  wheat,  indian 
corn,  rye  and  rice  from  our  southern  States. 

Oct.  2.  General  Court  desire  the  ministers  to  read  a  Circular 
from  Congress  to  their  respective  societies.  This  document  of 
stirring  sentiments^  was  dated  the  13th  September.  In  reference 
to  financial  concerns,  it  speaks  distinctly  and  fully.  The  designs 
of  England  <'  reduced  you  to  the  necessity  of  either  asserting 
your  rights  by  arms,  or  ingloriously  passing  under  the  yoke. 
Armies  were  then  to  be  raised,  paid  and  supplied.  Money 
became  necessary  for  these  purposes.  Of  your  own  there  was 
but  little.  Of  no  nation  in  the  world  could  you  then  borrow. 
The  little  that  was  spread  among  you  could  be  collected  only 
by  taxes,  and  to  this  end  regular  governments  were  essentiaL 
Of  these  you  were  also  destitute.  So  circumstanced,  you  had 
no  other  resource  but  the  natural  value  and  wealth  of  your 
fertile  country.  Bills  were  issued  on  the  credit  of  this  bauk| 
and  your  faith  was  pledged  for  their  redemption.  After  a  con* 
siderable  number  of  these  had  circulated,  loans  were  solicitedi 
and  offices  for  the  purpose  established.  Thus  a  national  debt 
was  unavoidably  created,  and  the  amount  of  it  is  as  follows: 

Bills  emitted  and  circulating,    .         .        .     $169,948,880 
Borrowed  in  France,  before  1st  March,  1778,        7,646,I96{} 
Borrowed  in  U.  S.,           ....         26,188,909 
Due  abroad,  about 4,000,000 

The  taxes  have  as  yet  brought  into  the  treasury  no  more  than 
$3,027,660,  so  that  all  the  moneys  supplied  to  Congress  by  the 
people  of  America,  amount  to  no  more  than  36,761,666  dollars 
and  67-90,  that  being  the  sum  of  the  loan  and  taxes  received." 
Such  facts  showed  our  own  and  other  States  how  exceedingly 
they  were  to  tax  themselves  before  they  could  be  cleared  from 
the  national  debt,  aside  from  a  similar  need  to  liquidate  their 
individual  obligations. 
The  Circular  also  relates  that  Congress,  on  the  Ist  of  Sep- 
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tember,  resolved,  that  their  bills  emitted  should  not  exceed  two 
huudred  millions  of  dollars.  But  their  firm  purpose  could  not 
stand  before  the  might  of  necessity.  Bitter  experience  taught 
them  that  in  the  old  tenor  ratio,  they  were  subsequently  com- 
pelled to  double  such  a  maximum.  As  this  result  approached 
to  its  completion,  rates  were  increased  and  difficulties  abouuded. 
To  our  Commonwealth  as  well  as  to  others,  the  Circular 
says:  "  To  keep  your  battalions  full,  to  encourage  loans  and  to 
assess  your  taxes  with  prudence,  collect  them  with  firmness, 
and  pay  them  with  punctuality,  is  all  that  will  be  requisite  on 
your  part."  The  document  continues :  "  It  has  been  already 
observed,  that  in  order  to  prevent  the  further  natural  deprecia« 
tion  of  our  bills,  we  have  resolved  to  stop  the  press  and  to  call 
upon  you  for  supplies  by  loans  and  taxes.  You  are  in  capacity 
to  afford  them,  and  are  bound  by  the  strongest  ties  to  do  it. 
Leave  us  not  therefore  without  supplies,  nor  let  in  that  flood  of 
evils  which  would  follow  from  such  a  neglect.  It  would  be  an 
event  most  grateful  to  our  enemies,  and  depend  upon  it,  they 
would  redouble  their  artifices  and  industry  to  compass  it.  Be 
therefore  upon  your  guard,  and  examine  well  the  policy  of  every 
measure  and  the  evidence  of  every  report,  that  may  be  proposed 
or  mentioned  to  you,  before  you  adopt  the  one  or  believe  the 
other.  Recollect  that  it  is  the  price  of  the  liberty,  the  peace 
and  the  safety  of  yourselves  and  posterity,  that  is  now  required. 
Avoid  the  reproach  of  permitting  the  currency  to  depreciate  in 
your  hands,  when  by  yielding  a  part  to  taxes  and  loans,  the 
whole  might  have  been  appreciated  and  preserved.  Humanity 
as  well  as  justice  makes  this  demand  upon  you,  the  complaints 
of  ruined  widows  and  the  cries  of  fatherless  children,  whose 
whole  support  has  been  placed  in  your  hands  and  melted  away, 
have  doubtless  reached  you — ^take  care  that  they  ascend  no 
higher.  Rouse,  therefore ;  strive  who  shall  do  most  for  his 
country ;  rekindle  that  flame  of  patriotism,  which,  at  the  men- 
tion of  disgrace  and  slavery,  blazed  throughout  America  and 
animated  all  her  citizens.  Determine  to  finish  the  contest  as 
you  began  it,  honestly  and  gloriously.  Let  it  never  be  said, 
that  America  had  no  sooner  become  independent  than  she  be- 
eame  insolvent,  or  that  her  infant  glories  and  growing  fame 
were  obscured  and  tarnished  by  broken  contracts  and  violated 
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faith,  in  the  very  hour  when  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  were 
admiring  the  splendor  of  her  rising."  This  is  the  spontaneous 
expression  of  hearts  which  throbbed  vigorously  and  harmoni-* 
ously  with  every  proper  wish  and  effort  for  the  prosperity  of 
our  struggling  republic.  While  inculcating  noble  principles,  it 
explained  a  subject,  unwelcome  but  necessary  to  be  known, 
reviewed  the  past  with  its  immense  cost,  considered  the  pres- 
ent with  its  imperious  demands,  and  pointed  to  the  future  with 
its  ho|)es  and  obligations.  It  was  an  honor  to  the  intellect  and 
benevolence  of  its  authors,  whose  election  to  be  the  guides  of 
our  nation  in  so  stormy  a  period,  was  an  equal  honor  to  the 
virtue  and  knowledge  of  their  constituents.  As  to  the  acerbity 
which  they  manifested  towards  their  foes,  may  occasion  never 
again  call  for  its  exercise  between  two  such  kindred  nations, 
whose  united  efforts  should  be  to  bless  the  world  with  the  influ- 
ences and  improvements  of  Christianity. 

Oct.  6.  Congress  resolve  that  Massachusetts  and  the  other 
States  shall  pay  into  the  continental  treasury,  <'on  the'firstday 
of  February  next,  and  on  the  first  day  of  each  succeeding  month, 
until  the  first  day  of  October  next,  inclusive,  their  respective 
proportions  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars."  It  will  be  perceived 
that  the  amount  here  required,  is  ||  136,000,000.  Such  a  sum, 
being  the  reduced  currency,  was  intended  to  call  in  nearly  all 
of  the  old  national  bills,  which  were  unredeemed.  Our  State's 
proportion  of  it,  as  assigned  on  the  7th,  was  ^2,300,000,  a 
quota  of  no  ordinary  consideration,  amid  the  desolations  of 
warfare.  In  the  period  so  appointed,  our  legislative  authorities 
assessed  over  £11,000,000  on  their  constituents,  besides 
$72,000  in  hard  money. 

Dec.  14.  For  the  accommodation  of  Massachusetts  and  other 
sections  of  the  Union,  Congress  appoint  that,  instead  of  money, 
they  may  furnish  supplies  for  carrying  on  the  war,  in  their 
respective  ratios. 

Dec.  22.  Our  Legislature  address  instructions  to  Elbridge 
Grerry  and  Samuel  Osgood  to  act  for  Massachusetts  in  a  Con* 
vention,  called  by  Congress,  to  be  composed  of  delegates  from 
all  the  States,  and  to  meet  in  Philadelphia  the  first  Wednesday 
of  next  January.  A  main  object  of  such  an  assemblage  was 
to  discuss  the.  matter  of  limiting  the  price  of  produce  and  me^ 
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chandise,  as  a  means  for  improving  the  currency  and  conse- 
quently the  concerns  of  taxation.  Our  authorities  had  learned 
from  a  like  experiment,  made  by  New  England  and  New  York, 
and  not  yet  nullified,  that  the  plan  proposed  was  not  practicable, 
and  did  more  hurt  than  good.  They,  therefore,  counselled 
their  delegates  accordingly.  A  sentence  of  theirs  is  as  follows : 
*'  You  will  further  consider  whether  if  such  a  limitation  should 
take  place,  and  could  be  effectually  carried  into  execution,  it 
would  be  the  means  of  disappointing  Congress  of  such  supplies 
of  money  as  they  depend  upon  from  the  late  recommendations 
for  taxation,  and  thereby  oblige  them  to  that  measure  which 
they  are  so  very  solicitous  to  avoid,  viz :  the  making  further 
emissions  to  defray  the  public  expenses ;  for  is  it  to  be  sup- 
posed that  the  people  in  general  would  submit  to  such  a  large 
reduction  of  the  prices  of  their  produce,  and  at  the  same  time 
submit  to  such  large  taxes  as  the  requisitions  from  Congress 
DOW  demand?" 

1780,  Feb.  25.  For  its  quota  of  army  supplies,  Massachu* 
setts  is  assessed  by  Congress  66,000  hundred  weight  of  beef, 
12,126  bushels  of  salt,  and  196,628  gallons  of  rum. 

March  18.  Still  watchful  to  arrest  the  abundant  evils  of  a 
sinking  currency,  and  a  consequent  excessive  system  of  taxation, 
Congress  decide  to  try  a  new  method.  They  resolve,  <<  that 
the  several  States  continue  to  bring  into  the  continental  treas- 
ury hy  taxes,  or  otherwise,  their  full  quotas  of  fifteen  million 
dollars  monthly,  as  assigned  them  by  resolution  of  the  7th  of 
October,  1779 ;  a  clause  in  the  resolution  of  the  23d  of  Febru- 
ary last,  for  relinquishing  two  thirds  of  the  said  quotas  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding  ;  and  that  the  States  be  further  called 
on  to  make  provision  for  continuing  to  bring  into  the  said  treas* 
nry  their  like  quotas  monthly  to  the  month  of  April,  1781,  in- 
clusive." They  determine  that  such  bills  shall  be  receivable 
for  these  State  proportions,  at  the  rate  of  forty  dollars  for  one  in 
specie,  and  that  a  new  order  of  bills  be  issued  at  par,  <<  not  to 
exceed  on  any  account  one  twentieth  part  of  the  nominal  sum 
of  the  bills  brought  in  to  be  destroyed." 

May  6.  In  conformity  with  such  arrangements  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  our  legislature  order  an  emission  of  this  new 
carrency  to  the  amount  of  £460,000,  which  was  the  estimated 
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share  of  Massachusetts.  Though  this  mode  of  relief  for  taxa- 
tion  as  well  as  for  other  financial  interests  of  community,  was 
very  far  from  reaching  the  descent  of  its  predecessor,  still  it  was 
soon  found  insufficient  to  hold  its  stand  against  a  throng  of 
unpropitious  influences. 

In  the  act  for  issuing  this  currency,  it  was  provided  that,  for 
seven  years,  commencing  with  1780,  there  should  be  an  annual 
tax  of  £72,000  for  the  redemption  of  such  paper  and  for  interest 
on  notes  given  by  the  Commonwealth  and  payable  in  hard  money. 

Aug.  26.  Congress  resolve,  *<  that  it  be  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  the  several  States  to  take  the  most  speedy  and  effec- 
tual measures  in  their  power  for  drawing  in  their  respective 
quotas  of  the  continental  bills  of  credit,  to  be  destroyed,  either 
by  a  tax,  to  be  collected  immediately,  or  by  exchanging  for 
them  new  bills,  to  be  emitted  pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  18th  of 
March  last,  at  a  rate  not  less  than  forty  of  the  former  for  one  of 
the  latter,  so  that  the  whole  of  the  said  new  bills  may  be  issued : 
that  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States  to  raise  by  taxes, 
payable  in  bills  emitted  pursuant  to  the  act  aforesaid,  or  in 
specie,  their  respective  quotas  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  agree- 
able to  the  apportionment  of  October  7, 1779,  and  pay  the  same 
into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  as  soon  as  possible  ;  the 
payment  to  be  fully  completed,  by  the  last  day  of  December 
next,  each  State  to  be  allowed  interest  for  the  same  from  the 
time  it  is  paid,  to  be  hereafter  adjusted,  according  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  October  6,  1779. 

Oct.  25.  Our  State  government  was  organized  under  the 
Constitution.  One  article  of  this  document  was  an  embodi- 
ment of  a  Magna  Charta  principle,  for  which  our  fathers  had 
long  contended,  against  threats  and  perils,  and  with  great  suf- 
fering. It  follows.  <<No  subsidy,  charge,  tax,  impost  or 
duties  ought  to  be  established,  fixed,  laid  or  levied,  under  any 
pretext  whatsoever,  without  the  consent  of  the  people  or  their 
representatives  in  the  legislature."  To  confirm  this  declaration, 
as  a  main  pillar  of  their  freedom,  they  were  still  bending 
beneath  the  pressure  of  embarrassments,  enduring  the  calami- 
ties of  war,  and  expected  so  to  do,  until  England  should  allow 
their  independence.  The  legislature  commenced  their  session 
with  John  Hancock  as  chief  magistrate.    They  were  awm 
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that  many  of  their  constitaents  were  dissatisfied  with  the  oft- 
lepeated  calls  for  money  to  meet  the  devouring  appetite  of  war. 
They  proceeded  to  the  duty  which  the  crisis  demanded,  and 
discharged  it  faithfully.  They  devised  measures  to  raise 
money  by  forcing  the  sale  of  absentees'  property,  negotiating 
loans  and  raising  all  the  taxes  they  could.  They  addressed  the 
people  on  the  last  subject.  <'  We  conjure  you  by  all  the  ties  of 
honour  and  patriotism,  to  give  up  every  consideration  of  private 
advantage  ;  and  that,  without  delay,  you  assist  in  supplying  the 
treasury,  as  it  is  impossible  to  support  an  army  if  the  people 
withhold  their  taxes.  Let  it  be  evident,  on  the  contrary,  that 
the  people  of  Massachusetts  are  animated  with  the  same  princi- 
ples which  inspired  them  in  the  early  stages  of  the  contest,  and 
that  the  salvation  of  the  country  absorbs  every  other  object. 
Thus  shall  we  dash  the  last  hope  of  the  enemy,  founded  as  it 
is  upon  the  inattention  and  avarice  of  any  part  of  the  commu* 
nity."  Great  emergencies  require  deep  earnestness.  Our 
rulers  felt  all  they  said. 

Nov.  4.  Congress  resolve,  ^<  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recom- 
mended to  the  several  States  to  levy,  in  the  proportions  hereaf- 
ter mentioned,  a  tax  equal  in  value  to  six  millions  of  silver  dol- 
lars, to  be  paid  partly  in  the  specific  articles  and  at  the  prices 
hereafter  enumerated,  and  the  residue  in  gold  or  silver,  or  bills 
of  credit  emitted  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of  March 

last. 

Massachusetts  Bat. 

16,000  barrels  of  beef,  at  17^  dollars  per  barrel. 

2,000  banels  of  pork,  at  22  dollars  per  barrel. 
29,260  hundred  weight  of  beef,  at  5^  dollars  per  cwt. 

9,760  hundred  weight  of  beef,  at  8  dollars  per  cwt. 
74,676  gallons  W.  I.  rum,  full  proof,  at  If  dollar  a  gallon. 
13,000  bushels  of  salt,  at  3  dollars  a  bushel. 
And  the  balance  of  273,831|  dollars  in  money." 

1781.  Though  struggling  for  the  security  of  independencot 
the  Representatives  still  continue  jealous  of  their  privilege  to 
originate  motions  relative  to  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. They  decidedly  objected  to  the  Senate's  chocs* 
ing  a  committee  to  ascertain  whether  the  late  valuation  returns 
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were  correct  from  all  the  towns.  ^  The  question  was  referred  t6 
the  judges  of  the  superior  court,  who  decided  that  it  would  be 
proper  to  have  a  joint  committee  on  the  subject,  and  that  it  was 
not  material  in  which  body  the  examination  or  committee  was 
first  proposed. 

Feb.  26.  Owing  to  dissatisfaction  with  our  new  (Tonstitu- 
tion  and  chiefly  with  the  heavy  taxes,  there  were  malcontents 
in  various  parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  especially  in  the 
western  counties.  To  allay  the  ferment,  our  legislature  made 
an  ingenuous  representation  of  the  Commonwealth's  pecuniary 
affairs.  They  represented  that  £950,000,  specie  value,  were 
needed  to  meet  the  State's  expenditures  for  the  year.  Of  this 
amount,  £320,000  were  to  be  discharged  by  taxes.  They 
intended  to  obtain  the  rest  by  loans  and  from  a  few  other 
sources.  They  iuform  the  people  that  their  debt  is  £  1,200,000. 
The  preceding  year,  the  valuation  of  property  in  Massachusetts, 
as  stated  by  Alden  Bradford,  was  eleven  millions  of  dollars, 
though  it  was  supposed  to  be  worth  double  this  amount.  Of 
course  more  than  one  sixth  of  the  computed  and  more  than  a 
third  of  the  actually  valued  estates,  owned  in  our  Common- 
wealth, were  liable  for  the  payment  of  its  responsibilities.  No 
wonder  that  ill*regulated  minds  embraced  such  an  occasion  to 
feed  the  embers  of  discord  and  set  them  in  a  flame.  But  the 
strong  hand  of  authority  prevailed  and  saved  the  pillars  of  lib- 
erty from  being  consumed. 

March  7.  To  aid  in  the  diminution  of  taxes,  an  act  is  passed 
imposing  a  duty  on  auction  sales.  The  treasurer  in  his  annual 
account  of  March  1,  1783,  says  this  revenue,  at  one  per  cent., 
was  £687  8  11.  Such  income  was  pledged  to  the  Branch 
Bank  for  borrowed  money  in  1787,  by  our  Commonwealth. 

March  16.  Congress  resolve,  <<  that  the  States  be  immedi- 
ately called  upon  to  furnish  for  the  public  expenses  and  for 
carrying  on  the  war,  their  proportion  of  one  million  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  quarterly,  the  first  quarterly  payment  to 
be  made  on  the  first  day  of  June  next."  On  the  23d,  they  set 
the  total  of  four  payments  by  Massachusetts  in  this  ratio  of 
$6,000,000  at  $1,069,863. 

July  8.     Though  the  new  tenor  bills,  which  were  the  laai 

>  Bradfofd  MjFi  tlwt  this  ditereptiiey  was  in  the  tonioa  wUeh  befui  in  Januuy. 
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XMort  of  onr  country  as  to  expected  assistance  from  paper 
money,  bad  been  stopped  by  our  legislative  authorities,  because 
of  their  depreciation ;  still  they  are  allowed  to  be  paid  for  State 
taxes.  For  this  purpose  they  were  taken  at  1^  for  1,  while  they 
were  estimated  in  the  market  at  4  for  1  in  silver.  Now,  as  in 
every  age  and  nation,  when  and  where  adversity  lays  its  iron 
hand  on  the  public,  however  noble  the  cause  for  which  it  is 
endared,  discontent  exhibited  its  mad  purpose  to  some  extent, 
and  uselessly  added  to  the  unavoidable  evils  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Nov.  1.  An  act  is  passed,  headed  as  follows :  '<  Whereas,  it 
^>pears  necessary  in  order  to  defray  the  expenses  of  govern* 
ment  and  for  the  suppression  of  immorality,  luxury  and  extrav- 
agance in  this  Commonwealth,  that  further  measures  be  used 
by  the  legislature  for  the  attaining  the  necessary  supplies  for 
the  former  and  the  prevention  of  the  latter. '*  While  it  forbid 
importers  and  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors  to  sell  these  with- 
out a  permit,  it  laid  an  excise  on  the  retailers  of  rum  and  wine. 
It  taxed  the  sale  of  Bohea  and  India  teas.  It  rated  each  coach 
£S  a  year,  chariot  £5,  four-wheel  carriage  £3,  phaeton  £3, 
£dling-back  chaise  15/,  every  other  chaise  10/,  and  each  sulkey 
or  riding  chair  9/. 

Nov.  2.  The  proportion  of  Massachusetts  on  an  $8,000,000 
tax,  ordered  by  Congress,  October  13,  is  $1,307,696.  The 
almost  crushing  weight  increases  upon  our  communities,  but 
the  cry  of  freedom  is,  '  Bear  a  while  longer,  and  the  promises 
of  hope  shall  be  realized.'  Congress  recommended  that  such 
assessments  be  laid  on  the  people  separately  from  their  State 
taxes,  and  be  paid  to  the  commissioner  of  the  loan  office. 

1782,  March  5.  The  tax  of  this  date,  being  £200,000  for 
the  national  treasury,  was  so  altered,  July  5,  that  £40,000  of  it 
were  reserved  for  obtaining  and  securing  a  loan  of  £20,000  to 
meet  the  claims  on  our  Commonwealth. 

March  8.  As  hard  money  was  difficult  to  be  obtained,  and  *'  to 
encourage  the  circulation  "  of  the  North  American  Bank  notes, 
and  <<  such  as  have  been  or  may  be  issued  by  Robert  Morris, 
Esq.,  as  superintendent  of  finance,"  our  legislature  resolve,  that 
these  notes  shall  be  taken  for  the  tax  of  October  last,  and  for 
(he  one  just  mentioned. 

54 
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April  26.  General  Ck>urt  having  exempted  certain  notes, 
given  by  the  treasurer  to  individuals,  from  taxation,  now  ex- 
plain them  to  be  such  as  were  handed  over  to  the  lenders  for 
£400,000,  according  to  act  of  February  17 ;  £800,000,  of  May 
16 ;  £800,000,  of  October  19,  1781. 

June  17.  With  reference  to  riotous  conduct,  occasioned  by 
a  wrong  view  of  the  mode  in  which  immense  taxes  were 
necessarily  assessed  upon  the  people,  the  General  Court  preface 
several  spirited  and  judicious  resolves,  as  follows :  "  Whereas, 
Samuel  Ely,  before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  holden  at 
Northampton,  within  and  for  the  county  of  Hampshire,  on  the 
last  Tuesday  of  April  last  past,  was  convicted  of  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,  and  was  thereupon  sentenced  to  confine* 
ment  for  a  term  not  yet  elapsed.  And  whereas  a  large  number 
of  disorderly  and  seditious  persons,  on  the  12th  day  of  June 
current,  riotously  assembled,  did  violently  break  the  goal  in 
Springfield,  in  the  said  county,  where  the  said  Ely  was  con- 
fined, and  thereupon  set  the  said  Ely  at  large,  and  perpetrated 
many  other  great  and  dangerous  enormities,  threatening  the 
subversion  of  the  Constitution  and  the  ruin  of  our  liberties,  and 
Abel  Dunsmore,  Perez  Bard  well  and  Paul  King,  are  now  con- 
fined as  being  concerned  in  the  said  riotous  conduct."  To 
prevent  such  outbreaks,  which  proceeded  more  from  a  lack  of 
understanding  our  financial  concerns  than  a  destitution  of  pat- 
riotism, a  committee  of  the  legislature  visited  that  quarter  and 
endeavored  to  convince  the  dissatisfied  that  the  pressure  of 
taxes  on  them  was  caused  by  no  mismanagement,  but  by  the 
absolute  necessities  of  the  struggle  for  liberty. 

July  4.  As  Great  Britain  had  endeavored  to  sow  discord 
atnong  our  States,  and  draw  some  of  them  from  a  connection 
with  Prance,  as  an  ally,  our  General  Court  resolve  to  resist  all 
such  policy,  and  persevere  in  the  effort  for  the  entire  independ- 
ence of  our  Union. 

July  5.  Anxious  that  the  continental  tax  should  meet  with 
a  prompt  response  from  our  people,  General  Court  appoint  com* 
mittees  in  the  several  counties  to  compass  so  important  a  purpose. 
Their  introduction  to  this  concern  contains  fervid  expressions  of 
their  views  and  feelings.  Some  of  them  follow.  *<  As  a  last 
resource,  the  administration  of  Great  Britain  is  making  every 
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effort  to  obtain  that  bjr  art,  which  it  despairs  of  obtaining  b^ 
arms.  We  are  blessed  with  many  means  of  defence.  We 
have  a  brave  and  wellKlisciplined  army,  and  our  granaries  and 
pastures  abound  with  the  necessaries  for  their  subsistence. 
But  our  finances  are  deranged,  and  the  want  of  a  circulating 
medium  is  severely  felt.  Congress  have  adopted  a  mode 
which,  if  carried  into  eifect,  will  provide  for  the  public  exigent 
cies  on  principles  the  most  economical,  systematic  and  simple. 
But  for  this  purpose,  the  aid  of  the  people  is  necessary.  Infa*- 
my,  ruin,  and  inconceivable  distress  are  to  be  dreaded  from 
indecision,  while  from  exertion  we  have  reason  to  hope  for  a 
speedy  termination  of  the  war,  the  blessings  of  peace  and  the 
happy  fruits  of  freedom." 

The  Court  also  prepare  a  circular  letter  for  the  selectmen  and 
assessors  of  every  town.  This  document  states,  that  the  Con- 
gressional assessment  on  Massachusetts  for  1782,  was  j&400,000| 
half  payable  in  April  and  the  rest  in  June ;  but  the  large  sums 
which  our  inhabitants  had  to  pay  on  other  accounts,  furnished 
no  inconsiderable  apology  for  the  delay.  It  says  to  the  people, 
^'You  will  seriously  reflect  on  the  high  importance  of  the 
present  requisition,  and  determine  with  the  energy  and  spirit  of 
freemen  to  exert  every  possible  means  for  contributing  your 
proportion  of  this  demand.  On  the  reception  you  give  to  this 
address,  may  be  suspended  the  fate  of  your  country ;  and  a 
momentary  inattention  or  neglect  may  insure  perpetual  though 
fruitless  contrition  and  remorse.  This  then  is  one  of  those 
great  occasions  which  call  on  the  good  people  of  the  Common- 
wealth to  give  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  past  engagements — a 
proof  far  more  substantial  and  decisive  than  any  verbal  declam«» 
tion  whatever." 

Sept.  10.  Of  $1,200,000  assessed  by  Congress  for  interest 
on  the  domestic  debt,  the  proportion  of  our  Commonwealth  is 
$192,000. 

Oct.  17.  Of  $2,000,000,  alike  ordered,  the  ratio  of  Massa- 
ehosetts  is  $320,000. 

Oct.  21.  With  regard  to  $30,000,000  of  continental  bills^ 
fallen  upon  the  hands  of  people  in  Massachusetts,  besides  much 
nore  of  this  cm'rency  of  which  no  return  had  been  made,  and 
Irbich  other  States  shoald  have  redeemed,  our  legislature  .write: 
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to  the  President  of  Congress  in  the  subsequent  laogaage :  **  We 
are  compelled  to  advert  to  this  subject  not  only  by  a  refleetioit 
on  the  injustice  done  to  our  citizens,  from  which  a  vindicatioa 
of  our  own  honour  obliges  us  to  preserve  them,  but  also  the 
fear  of  a  greater  political  evil  which  must  unavoidably  ensue,  if 
not  prevented  by  the  wisest  precaution ;  and  as  we  think  it  one 
peculiar  duty  to  apprize  Congress  of  every  failure  in  the  suppUes 
that  we  can  foresee  and  that  may  tend  to  derange  their  system 
of  finance,  we  must  assure  them,  on  this  occasion,  that  we  have 
the  strongest  apprehensions  of  disappointment  to  the  superii^* 
tendent  of  that  system,  in  our  present  and  future  taxes,  and  this 
not  from  indisposition,  but  real  inability  in  the  pec^le,  who  are 
sinking  under  the  pressure  of  a  weight  which  we  presume 
should  be  borne  by  others. 

"  We  wish  Congress  to  consider,  that  beside  the  old  emissioQ 
money,  which  is  the  immediate  subject  of  our  present  com- 
plaint, this  State  is  in  advance  a  very  large  sum  more  than  its 
proportion,  compared  with  the  advances  of  other  States ;  a  dis« 
proportion  which,  though  less  visible  than  the  other,  yet  is  not 
the  less  felt." 

1783,  Feb.  13.  The  General  Court  resolve,  that  thieo  dde- 
gates  be  chosen  to  meet  others,  similarly  appointed,  by  New 
Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut  and  New  York,  at 
Hartford,  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  April.  The  object  of  such 
an  assemblage  was  to  <<  confer  upon  the  subject  of  a  geneial 
and  uniform  system  of  taxation  by  impost  and  excise." 

April  18.  For  the  object  of  liquidating  the  national  debt, 
domestic  and  foreign,  and  thus  rendering  taxation  less  need- 
ed. Congress  desire  the  States  which  have  not  done  it,  to 
make  speedy  cessions  of  their  spare  territory.  Massachusetts 
legislature  passed  an  act  for  this  November  13,  1784 

May  3.  Gladly  freed  from  urging  motives  upon  the  nation, 
as  to  contributions  for  the  continuance  of  the  war,  Congress 
still  deeply  feel  the  need  of  performing  this  duty  in  other  rela- 
tions. Their  language  follows.  <<  Resolved,  that  the  respee-^ 
live  States  be  called  upon  in  the  most  earnest  manner  to  make 
every  effort  in  their  power  to  forward  the  collection  of  taxes, 
that  such  a  sum  may  without  delay  be.  paid  into  the  conunoa 
treasury,  as  will  be  adequate  to  the  public  exigeneiee ;  and  that 
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Congress  confidently  rely  for  an  immediate  and  efficacious 
attention  to  the  present  requisition  upon  the  disposition  of  their 
constituents,  not  only  to  do  justice  to  those  brave  men  who 
have  suffered  and  sacrificed  so  much  in  the  cause  of  their  conn-* 
try,  and  whose  distresses  must  be  extreme  should  they  be  sent 
from  the  field  without  payment  of  a  part  of  their  well-earned 
dues ;  but  also  to  enable  Congress  to  maintain  the  faith  and 
reputation  of  the  United  States,  both  which  are  seriously  con* 
eenied  in  relieving  the  necessities  of  a  meritorious  army,  and 
fnlfilling  the  public  stipulations." 

'  June  4  As  an  increased  source  of  income  for  lessening  the 
debt  and  taxes  of  our  Commonwealth,  General  Court  resolve, 
that  the  treaty  of  peace  being  expected,  their  naval  officers 
shall  enter  and  clear  all  British  vessels,  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandize. The  circumstances  under  which  this  order  was 
given,  were  very  different  from  those  which  led  our  fathers  to 
relinquish  such  a  trade,  and  subject  themselves  to  the  privations 
of  ruinous  hostilities. 

Oct.  20.  Conformably  with  a  resolve  of  delegates  in  Con- 
gress from  nine  States,  (April  18,)  inclusive  of  our  own  Com- 
monwealth, the  legislature  of  the  last  jurisdiction  pass  an  act 
granting  to  the  national  treasury  certain  imposts  and  duties  in 
order  to  discharge  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debt  cod-' 
tracted  in  the  recent  war.  The  allowance  so  made  by  the 
States,  was  of  the  succeeding  tenor : 
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Upon  all  other  goods,  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  ad  valocem  at  the 
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time  and  place  of  importation.  This  arrangement,  which  was 
proposed  by  Congress  in  1781,  was  a  surrender  of  revenue 
never  before  made  by  Massachusetts,  or  any  other  of  the  Amer- 
ican Colonies,  but  highly  necessary  in  their  relation  as  membeiB 
of  a  new  Republic.  While  it  aided  the  general  government  to 
lessen  the  demands  against  them,  it  so  modified  the  financial 
affairs  of  our  Commonwealth  as  to  diminish  the  assessment  of 
taxes  on  its  population. 

Oct.  28.  The  legislature  address  Congress  relative  to  the 
large  amount  of  continental  paper  on  the  hands  of  our  popula- 
tion, to  the  great  expenses  of  the  Penobscot  expedition,  and  the 
large  sum  paid  in  bounties  to  the  soldiers — not  yet  assumed  by 
the  national  exchequer — as  an  excessive  discouragement  in  dis- 
charging the  tax  bills  to  help  lessen  the  debt  of  our  country. 

1784,  April  27.  As  all  the  States  were  much  in  arrears  for 
their  proportions  of  the  $8,000,000,  $1,200,000  and  $2,000,000 
taxes,  Congress  are  apprehensive  lest  a  rigorous  order  for  the 
balance  ''  would  produce  much  distress."  Therefore  they  con* 
elude  to  call  on  the  States  for  $2,670,987,  being  the  remainder 
of  $4,000,000,  one  half  of  the  $8,000,000  tax,  the  current  year. 
The  apportionment  of  our  Commonwealth  for  the  three  taxes 
follows  according  to  their  order— $1,307,596  ;  $192,000  ; 
$320,000.  Of  these  amounts,  our  people  had  paid  $406,121. 
However  their  energies  and  resources  had  become  impaired  by 
long  exhaustion,  still  they  revived  and  cleared  off  all  such  heavy 
counts  against  them. 

June  8.  For  keeping  the  assessment  of  taxes  down,  the  im- 
post and  excise  of  the  State,  for  £40,000,  are.  appropriated. 

July  9.  An  act  is  passed  for  assessing  a  tax  for  £140,000, 
<<  for  the  sole  purpose  of  redeeming  the  army  notes,  issued 
pursuant  to  an  act  of  this  State,  July  6,  1781,  and  payable  in 
the  years  1784  and  1785 ;  and  for  raising  the  further  sum  of 
£11,035  6  6,  for  the  purpose  of  replacing  the  same  sum  which 
hath  been  paid  out  of  the  treasury  to  the  Representatives,  for 
their  attendance  on  the  five  last  sessions  of  the  General  Court, 
viz.  from  November  1782  to  March  1784." 

Another  act  is  sanctioned  by  the  Governor,  '<  to  empower  the 
treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  to  receive  certificates  from  the 
commissioner  of  loans  in  this  State,  in  part  of  the  taxes  granted 
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in  c<Nnplianoe  with  the  requisition  of  Congress,  of  October  30, 
1781,  for  this  State's  proportion  of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  and 
to  apply  a  part  of  the  said  taxes  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of 
this  Commonwealth." 

Nov.  13.  In  conformity  with  the  proposal  of  Congress  to 
several  States,  who  owned  extensive  territory  westward,  our 
legislature  granted  such  a  portion  of  Massachusetts  land,  lying 
between  the  rivers  Hudson  and  Mississippi,  as  their  members 
of  the  national  government  should  think  proper.  The  great 
purpose  of  such  a  surrender  was  to  secure  funds  to  pay  off  the 
country's  debt  and  thereby  diminish  the  taxes  upon  our  own 
people. 

1785,  March  10.  As  additional  to  an  act  for  granting  Con- 
gress duties  on  foreign  importations,  towards  liquidating  the 
national  debt,  a  bill  is  before  the  Representatives  of  our  Gen- 
eral Court,  to  pay  annually  into  the  national  treasury  $224,427, 
raised  by  a  tax  on  polls  and  estates  for  the  same  purpose,  and  is 
lost  by  a  considerable  majority. 

March  18.  To  alleviate  the  burden  of  taxation,  it  is  enact- 
ed, that  duties  be  laid  .on  licensed  vellum,  parchment  and  paper. 
This  was  repealed  next  July  2 ;  and  then,  for  a  like  object, 
duties  are  laid  on  certain  papers,  commissions,  instruments  and 
processes. 

May  31.  Governor  James  Bowdoin,  in  his  speech  to  the 
Senate  and  Representatives,  observes :  "  Lately  emerged  from 
a  bloody  and  expensive  war,  a  heavy  debt  upon  us  in  conse- 
quence of  it,  our  finances  deranged  and  our  credit  to  re-estab- 
lish, it  will  require  time  to  remove  those  difficulties.  If  I  am 
not  mistaken,  a  fund  may  be  established  for  the  regular  pay- 
ment of  considerable  part  of  the  interest  of  the  public  debt." 

June  2.  His  message  says,  <'  I  think  this  may  be  done  by 
converting  into  money  a  valuable  manufacture,  to  which  the 
State  is  amply  competent,  and  of  which  a  large  quantity  might 
be  collected  by  tax  and  sold  for  the  use  of  government.  The 
manufacture  to  which  I  refer,  is  pot  and  pearl  ash."  Bradford's 
History  informs  us  that  this  proposed  plan  was  not  carried  into 
effect 

July  1.  Our  legislature  resolve  that  Congress  be  desired  to 
propose  a  meeting  of  delegates  from  all  the  States  to  revise  the 
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Articles  of  the  Confederation  and  give  the  general  goveromenl 
more  power.  The  embarrassed  condition  of  our  own  Com- 
monwealth and  other  parts  of  our  country,  and  particnlarly  the 
great  complaint  of  prolonged  and  heavy  taxation,  led  to  so 
judicious  a  proposal.  Letters  were  sent  to  our  members  in 
Congress,  to  each  Governor,  and  to  the  President  of  Congress, 
for  promoting  the  same  object. 

The  Governor  next  mentioned  the  consequent  weight  of 
taxes,  and  alludes  to  some  plan  for  deferring  them  partly  to  a 
future  period.  He  calculates  that  the  interest  of  our  State  debt 
can  be  discharged  by  excise  and  duties  on  importations.  He 
then  speaks  of  the  hope  that  the  unappropriated  lands  of  our 
Commonwealth  may  be  the  means  of  clearing  off  its  pecuniary 
obligations. 

Oct.  24  The  chief  magistrate  sends  a  message  to  both 
Houses.  This  communicates  a  pressing  call  from  Congress  on 
Massachusetts  to  pay  a  large  amount  of  deficiencies  in  the 
assessments  of  1781,  1782  and  1786.  Though  thus  in  arrears, 
our  population  were  among  the  foremost  of  the  punctual  States, 
who  were  alike  unable  to  meet  these  requisitions.  The  Govern 
nor  remarks,  '<  It  appears  there  have  been  great  deficiencies  in 
the  specie  payments,  which  the  Commissioners  say  have  been 
supplied  from  year  to  year  by  anticipations  supported  by  the 
produce  of  foreign  loans,  which  have  hitherto  been  the  prop  of 
public  credit.  But  those  funds  being  now  wholly  exhausted, 
the  sole  reliance  of  Congress  is  on  the  prompt  and  vigorous 
exertions  of  the  several  States  to  answer  the  requisition.  They 
say,  that  no  hope,  no  resource,  is  now  left,  but  the  contributions 
of  the  States ;  that  our  character  abroad  aud  our  union  at  home 
must  rest  on  this  foundation,  and  that  the  federal  faith,  dignity, 
operations  and  existence  are  suspended  on  the  exertions  of  the 
several  States  to  collect  the  arrearages  of  former  requisitions 
and  to  comply  with  the  present  one." 

Dec.  1.  In  a  reply  of  the  Senate  and  Representatives  to  the 
Governor's  speech  abont  the  finances,  they  say  that  they  had 
considered  them,  but  as  a  valuation,  then  in  progress,  was  un- 
finished, they  had  delayed  an  assessment  of  taxes  on  the  inhab- 
itants. Still,  from  another  similar  document  of  his,  dated  June 
2d  of  next  year,  there  were  five  taxes  previously  laid  on  the 
year  1785,  for  £423|260  to  pay  a  portion  of  our  State  notes. 
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Sept.  27.  Of  $3;649,880,  required  by  Congress,  Massa- 
chusetts are  assessed  their  quota,  which,  on  the  $3,000,000| 

was  $448,854. 

Extract  from  a  Letter  written  by  Samuel  Osgood  and  Arthur 
Lee,  of  the  Treasury  Board  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
Governor  of  Massachusetts. 

"  Board  of  Treasury,  Oct.  10,  1786. 

"  Sir :  Your  Excellency  will  see  by  the  enclosed  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  your  State,  what  vast  deScien- 
cies  there  have  hitherto  been  in  the  specie  payments  required. 
These  deficiencies  have  been  supplied  from  year  to  year  by 
anticipations,  and  these  anticipations  supported  by  the  produce 
of  foreign  loans.  The  foreign  loans  have  therefore  been  hith* 
erto  the  prop  of  public  credit.  But  now  these  funds  are  entirely 
consumed,  and  no  well-grounded  hopes  of  success  in  attempting 
fresh  loans,  if  it  were  either  wise  or  honorable  to  borrow  new 
principals  for  the  payment  of  old  interest.  And  it  is  our  mis- 
fortune to  succeed  to  the  administration  of  the  finances  of  the 
United  States  under  the  disadvantage  of  accumulated  auticipar 
tions  and  exhausted  funds. 

*<  In  this  situation,  the  sole  reliance  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment is  on  the  prompt  and  vigorous  exertions  of  the  several 
States  to  answer  the  requisition  which  it  has  pleased  Congress 
to  make.  This  plain  statement  of  the  finances  will  speak  more 
powerfully  than  any  arguments  we  can  employ,  to  urge  a  full 
and  punctual  compliance  with  the  requisition.  No  hope,  no 
resource  is  now  left,  but  the  contributions  of  the  States.  Our 
character  abroad,  our  union  at  home,  must  rest  on  this  founda- 
tion. The  federal  faith,  dignity,  operations  and  existence  is 
suspended  on  the  exertions  of  the  several  States,  to  collect  the 
arrearages  of  former  requisitions  and  to  comply  with  the  present 
one." 

Oct.  20.  Governor  Bowdoin  remarks  in  his  speech  in  refer- 
ence to  the  requisition,  mentioned  under  September  27,  '<  As  a 
motive  for  the  cheerful  payment  of  the  sum  now  called  for,  as 
well  as  of  past  arrearages,  the  States  are  reminded,  that  Con- 
gress have  passed  an  ordinance  for  the  survey  and  sale  of  the 
Western  territory  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  proceeds 
thereof  will  be  applied  as  a  sinking  fund  to  extinguish  the 
domestic  debt.  Future  requisitions  for  interest  on  the  domestic 
debt  will  therefore  be  reduced  in  proportion  as  this  fund  may 
be  rendered  productive.'' 

S5 
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The  facts  adduced  by  the  chief  inagistratei  relative  to  our 
immediate  subject,  are  worthy  of  being  transcribed.  '<  Your 
attention,  gentlemen,  is  also  called  to  the  state  of  our  own  par- 
ticular debt,  and  to  ways  and  means  of  discharging  it.  The 
total  amount  of  it,  by  the  Treasurer's  account,  is  one  millian 
four  hundred  sixty-eight  thousand  Jive  hundred  fifty-four 
pounds,  seven  shillings  and  Jive  pence,  and  the  annual  interest 
of  it  is  eighty-eight  thousand  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds, 
thirteen  shillings  and  threepence.  The  means  of  discharging 
the  debt  are  the  product  of  the  impost  and  excise,  which,  from 
June  1784,  to  June,  1785,  was  Jifly-seven  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  Jifty-three  pounds,  thirteen  shillings  and  eight  pence; 
and  the  one  per  cent,  on  the  business  of  auctioneers,  which  for 
the  same  time  was  eleven  hundred  seventy-three  pounds,  eleven 
shillings  and  six  pence.  These  products,  with  that  of  the  new 
impost  and  excise,  may  be  estimated  equal  to  the  interest  of  the 
debt ;  in  which  case,  whatever  sum  you  think  proper  should 
be  annually  raised  by  tax,  or  in  any  other  way,  will,  after  de- 
ducting the  common  charges  of  government,  discharge  so  much 
of  the  principal  of  it.  By  my  direction,  the  Treasurer  has 
formed  a  plan  and  calculation  for  the  gradual  payment  of  the 
whole  debt.  According  to  that  plan,  an  annual  tax  of  one 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  with  the  aforesaid  revenue,  as  above 
said,  will  cancel  the  whole  debt,  both  interest  and  principal,  in 
fifteen  years,  and,  at  the  same  time,  pay  the  ordinary  charges 
of  government.  Such  a  tax,  with  the  annual  requisition  of 
Congress  for  our  proportion  of  the  national  debt,  will  not  be 
distressing  to  the  State,  especially  as  in  the  future  requisitions 
there  will  probably  be  provided  certain  facilities  of  payment,  in 
like  manner  as  there  are  in  the  present  requisition.  Punctuali- 
ty in  the  payment  of  taxes  is  so  essential  to  public  credit,  that 
the  existence  of  the  latter  depends  upon  it." 

The  Governor  then  proposes  that  interest  should  be  paid  on 
every  tax  bill  after  becoming  due,  and  that  a  premium  of  five 
per  cent,  be  allowed  for  prompt  payment.  He  states  that  a 
lai^e  sum  is  due  for  past  taxes.  He  proceeds :  "  On  the  pres- 
ent year  are  laid  several  taxes,  amounting  to  a  large  sum.  They 
are  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  such  a  part  of  the  consoli- 
dated  notes  as  becomes  due  the  present  year,  and  for  the  re- 
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demption  of  the  remaining  army  notes,  including  such  of  them 
as  will  be  payable  next  year.  These  notes,  besides  interest, 
amount  to  £217,268  13  6,  and  are  included  in  the  total  aggre* 
gate  of  debt  above  mentioned." 

1786,  Feb.  3.  Governor  Bowdoin  again  addresses  the  Sen- 
ate and  Representatives  on  the  absolute  necessity  of  an  imme* 
diate  attendance  to  the  requisitions  of  the  Genera!  Government 
The  Commissioners  of  the  National  Treasury  say,  that  unless 
all  the  States  do  this  for  the  payment  of  foreign  interest,  <<  our 
credit  with  Holland,  in  particular,  will  be  inevitably  destroyed.'* 

Feb.  27.  A  message  from  the  chief  magistrate  gives  ab« 
stracls  from  a  communication  forwarded  by  Congress,  under 
date  of  15th  inst.  This  message  presents  the  opinion,  that  a 
further  dependence  of  the  General  Government  on  requisitions 
or  taxes  from  the  States,  which  having  been  but  partially  paid, 
"  would  be  dangerous  to  the  welfare  and  peace  of  the  Union," 
and  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  States  to  give  up 
their  commercial  revenue,  and  place  it  under  the  national  con- 
trol. It  proceeds,  in  reference  to  this  subject :  <<  That  the  ur- 
gency of  the  public  engagements  at  this  time  renders  it  the 
unquestionable  duty  of  the  several  States  to  adopt,  without 
further  delay,  a  measure  which  alone,  in  the  judgment  of  Con- 
gress, can  preserve  the  sacred  faith  of  this  confederacy.  That 
after  the  most  solemn  deliberation,  and  under  the  fullest  con-i 
viction.  that  the  public  embarrassments  are  such  as  they  have 
represented,  it  has  become  the  duty  of  Congress  to  declare  most 
explicitly,  that  the  crisis  has  arrived  when  the  people  of  these 
United  States,  by  whose  will  and  for  whose  benefit  the  Federal 
Government  was  instituted,  roust  decide  whether  they  will 
support  their  rank  as  a  nation,  by  maintaining  the  public  faith 
at  home  and  abroad  ;  or  whether,  for  want  of  a  timely  exertion 
in  establishing  a  general  revenue,  and  thereby  giving  strength 
to  the  confederacy,  they  will  hazard,  not  only  the  existence  of 
the  Union,  but  of  those  great  and  invaluable  privileges,  for 
which  they  have  so  arduously  and  so  honorably  contended. 

^^  And  to  the  end  that  Congress  may  remain  wholly  acquitted 
from  every  imputation  of  a  want  of  attention  to  the  interest  and 
welfare  of  those  whom  they  represent,  they  have,  among  other 
things,  resolved,  that  whilst  Congress  are  denied  the  means  of 
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satisfjring  those  engagements  which  they  have  constitutionally 
entered  into  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  nation,  they  hold  it 
their  duty  to  warn  their  constituents  that  the  most  fatal  evils 
will  inevitably  flow  from  a  breach  of  public  faith,  pledged  by 
solemn  contract,  and  from  a  violation  of  those  principles  of  ju»* 
tice  which  are  the  only  basis  of  the  honor  and  prosperity  of 
nations."  The  Governor  then  concludes :  ''  These  observations 
are  in  the  highest  degree  important,  and  demand  a  serious,  very 
serious  attention.  The  questions  that  naturally  arise,  on  this 
occasion,  are  short.  Shall  the  Union  cease  to  exist  ?  Shall 
our  rank  as  a  nation  become  extinct  7  Shall  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence— shall  the  privileges  and  blessings  derived  from  them, 
be  relinquished  as  things  of  no  value  ?  Shall  breach  of  con* 
tract  and  public  faith  compel  our  allies,  who  rank  with  the  first 
powers  of  Europe,  to  become  our  enemies  7  Shall  a  like  breach 
destroy  all  confidence  in  government  among  ourselves,  and  there* 
by  introduce  the  worst  of  evils — internal  discord  and  distraction  ? 
And  will  the  General  Court,  by  not  complying  with  the  present 
recommendation  of  Congress,  so  warmly  and  pathetically  urged, 
hazard  the  imputation  of  involving  the  Commonwealth  in  such 
a  complication  of  evils  ?  " 

Such  expressions  were  not  mere  flights  of  fancy,  nor  mere 
figures  of  rhetoric.  They  were  the  concentration  of  deep  feel* 
ing,  caused  by  facts,  without  guise  or  pretence.  They  pictured 
our  Republic  as  it  really  was — on  the  verge  of  a  precipice. 
Had  not  moral  principle,  inspired  and  sustained  by  the  mercy 
of  Providence,  kept  back  the  great  mass  of  our  countrymen, 
induced  them  to  face  their  calamities  and  manfully  press  through 
them,  the  anxious  forebodings  and  the  faithful  premonitions  of 
true  leaders  would  have  been  too  fully  realized.  In  such  a 
result,  the  finger  of  derision  would  have  been  pointed  by  the 
whole  monarchical  world  at  our  fathers,  for  having  rashly 
attempted  to  erect  a  temple  of  liberty,  but  deserted  it  before 
completion,  and  thus  involved  themselves  and  descendants  in 
severer  sufferings  and  bondage.  Indeed,  the  interposition  which 
saved  them,  and  has  continued  unto  us  the  heritage  of  freedom, 
should  ever  live  in  our  memory  and  ever  raise  our  afifections  in 
gratitude  to  the  Ruler  of  alL 

March  23.    The  items  of  a  tax  act,  passed  at  this  date,  fol- 
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low.  £145,655  for  the  national  rate  of  September  27,  1786 ; 
£25,784  1  3  for  the  support  of  State  governnient ;  £29,000  for 
interest  on  consolidated  notes ;  £100,000  for  the  redemption  of 
army  notes,  and  £11,001  18  to  repay  what  has  been  expended 
for  the  attendance  of  Representatives  the  last  five  sessions  of 
General  Court.  The  total  of  these  sums  is  £311,440  19  3, 
which  differs  from  that  specified  in  the  printed  act,  as  being 
£300,439  1  3  ;  and  also,  from  the  authority  transcribed  on  the 
general  table  of  taxes. 

lilarch  24  As  a  very  essential  step  for  devising  means  to 
extricate  the  country  from  embarrassment  in  its  taxes  and  other 
financial  concerns.  General  Court  appoint  delegates  to  meet 
others  from  different  States,  at  Annapolis,  on  the  first  Monday 
of  September,^  and  consult  about  their  commercial  trade. 

June  2.  Governor  Bowdoin,  speaking  of  financial  concerns, 
presents  several  facts.  By  the  close  of  the  current  year,  the 
State  would  owe  in  consolidated  securities,  having  become  due, 
£453,014  17  8.  "  The  payment  of  these  securities  is  provided 
for  by  five  taxes  laid  on  the  year  1785,  for  £423,250 ;  and  by 
four  taxes  on  the  present  year,  for  £386,250.  The  Treas- 
urer is  empowered  to  issue  his  warrants  in  case  General  Court 
should  not,  by  the  first  of  July  in  each  year,  agree  upon  a  tax 
act  for  apportioning  those  taxes  upon  the  Commonwealth."  If 
the  tax  of  the  present  year  exceeds  the  means  of  the  people, 
**  would  it  not  be  advisable  to  propose  to  its  creditors  a  system 
of  payment,  by  which  certain  proportions  of  the  debt,  to  which 
the  public  ability  would  be  equal,  should  be  annually  paid,  until 
the  whole  be  extinguished.  If  this,  gentlemen,  should  be  your 
opinion,  you  may  think  it  proper  to  extend  the  proposal  to  the 
remaining  creditors  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  to  whom  there  will 
be  due  on  consolidated  securities,  in  1787,  including  the  debt 
to  a  mercantile  house  in  France,  £358,551  15  8^ ,-  in  1788, 
£345,418  19  8^,  and  in  1789,  £237,823  1  9.  The  amount  of 
all  the  consolidated  securities  is  £1,394,808  14  10,  exclusive  of 
interest."  For  the  payment  of  the  three  last  sums  which  make 
the  chief  part  of  this  total,  taxes  are  laid  on  the  years  of  1787 

'  Delegates  rrom  only  five  of  Ihe  States  assembled.  Being  so  few,  tbey  eooeluded  to 
pfevail  on  the  other  States  to  send  commissioners  to  a  convention,  in  Philadelphia!  th« 
meood  Hoaday  of  next  May,  and  there  act  on  the  important  subject. 
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and  1788.  ''A  well-digested  system  of  payment,  supported 
and  recommended  by  proper  tax  acts,  with  such  provisions  as 
would  insure  a  punctual  payment  at  the  stipulated  times,  would 
probably  meet  the  approbation  of  the  creditors  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  be  acceptable  to  the  people  in  general."  In  view 
of  these  responsibilities,  and  of  those  which  Massachusetts  sus- 
tained for  the  national  debt,  connected  with  their  unsettled 
methods  of  revenue,  there  is  no  wonder  that  even  strong  hands 
and  stout  hearts  felt  that  to  clear  them  away  was  "  the  labor 
of  labors." 

July  6.  The  legislature  pass  an  act  "  for  granting  to  the 
United  States  a  tax  upon  the  polls  and  estates  within  this  Com*  i 

monwealth,  to  operate  as  a  supplementary  fund  to  the  conti- 
nental  impost,  agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress," 
AprU  18,  1783. 

July  7.  A  report  from  the  committee,  which  commended 
the  proposal  for  the  creditors  of  Massachusetts  to  receive  part  of 
their  claims  annually,  as  the  public  means  may  allow,  and  that 
the  Treasurer  suspend,  until  the  first  of  April,  issuing  his  war- 
rants to  assess  and  collect  the  sums  due,  is  accepted. 

Aug.  2.  Of  a  requisition  for  $3,777,062,  made  by  Con- 
gress, Massachusetts  is  called  on  to  pay  its  proportion,  being 
$324,746. 

Sept.  28.  An  extra  session  of  the  legislature  commences. 
They  are  convened  because  of  "  the  tumults  which  have  lately 
taken  place  in  several  counties  within  this  Commonwealth,  and 
the  consequent  obstructing  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  those  counties."  The  coun- 
ties thus  disordered  are  Bristol,  Middlesex,  Worcester,  Hamp- 
shire and  Berkshire.  The  Governor  remarks,  "  What  led  to 
the  unwarrantable  and  lawless  proceedings  of  those  insurgeuts 
will  be  a  necessary  subject  of  serious  inquiry.  But  whatever 
may  be  the  causes,  it  is  impossible  they  should  amount  to  a 
sufficient  and  justi6abte  reason  for  them."  The  chief  reason 
assigned  by  some  opposers  to  our  legislative  authorities,  why 
the  people  should  try  the  hazardous  experiment  of  taking 
the  supreme  power  into  their  own  hands,  was  the  protracted 
burden  of  taxes  which  they  had  borne,  and  must  continue  to 
bear.    This  was  the  most  suicidal  sophistry.    It  was  dragging 
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down  the  very  kejr^stone  of  the  arch  on  which  the  best  hopes 
of  the  Commonwealth  rested. 

Oct.  21.  Our  State  are  required  by  Congress  to  pay  their 
ratio  of  $530,000,  in  specie,  which  was  $79,288. 

Nov.  9.  An  act  is  passed  for  '*  bringing  into  the  treasury 
£  163,200,  in  public  securities,  by  the  sale  of  a  part  of  the  Eastern 
lands ;  and  to  establish  a  lottery  for  that  purpose."  This  and 
other  acts,  being  comparatively  a  large  number,  passed  by  the 
General  Court,  exhibited  their  earnestness  for  devising  means  to 
diminish  the  demands  against  our  Commonwealth  and  thus  to 
remove  the  cause  of  discontent  which  prevailed  to  an  alarming 
degree  within  our  borders. 

Nov.  14.  Of  this  date  is  a  full  development  relative  to  the 
pecuniary  embarrassments  of  our  Commonwealth.  It  is  con- 
tained in  an  address  of  the  Legislature  to  their  constituents. 
The  former  gave  advice  to  the  latter,  while  pointing  to  the 
unavoidable  perplexities  of  a  long  and  almost  desperate  struggle 
for  independence,  warned  disorganizers  of  their  mad  career, 
and  encouraged  the  patriotic  to  stay  up  and  confirm  the  pillars 
of  their  freedom  by  the  exercise  of  constant  economy,  industry 
and  rectitude.  In  addition  to  our  State  debt,  it  presented  the 
portion  for  which  our  population  were  answerable  to  the  na- 
tional exchequer.  The  last  sum  was  £1,632,689  19.  Though 
Massachusetts  held  large  claims  in  common  with  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Union  against  the  general  government,  still  little 
could  be  expected  from  them,  because  each  State  was  bound 
to  make  up  all  such  deficiencies.  So  that  the  pecuniary  obli- 
ligations  of  our  Commonwealth  on  its  own  and  the  nation's 
account  was  more  than  ten  millions  of  dollars. 

This  was  verily  a  great  sum  for  Massachusetts  as  its  census, 
undeveloped  resources,  and  divided  sentiments  then  were.  It 
was  like  a  huge  mountain,  which  required  more  than  Herculean 
vigor  of  mind  and  body  for  its  removal.  But  instead  of  stand- 
ing aghast  at  its  appearance,  the  discordant  should  have  remem- 
bered the  enterprise  already  achieved,  and,  like  their  neighbors, 
who  continued  faithful  to  their  pledge  of  '^  lives  and  fortunes/' 
should  have  uttered  no  other  cry  than  <  Onward  to  the  work/ 
until  it  was  accomplished. 

Among  the  various  remarks  made  by  our  Legislature,  at  this 
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time,  are  the  following.  Of  <<  the  late  various  complaintSi 
perhaps  none  is  more  frequently  made,  than  that  the  people  are 
ignorant  what  becomes  of  their  money ;  that  they  pay  large 
taxes,  and  never  learn  how  they  are  disposed  of.  That  virtue, 
which  is  necessary  to  support  a  republic,  has  declined,  and  as  a 
people,  we  are  now  in  the  precise  channel  in  which  the  liberty 
of  States  has  generally  been  swallowed  up.  But  still  our  case 
is  not  desperate."  By  the  discharge  of  our  duty,  "  the  im- 
pending ruin  may  be  averted,  and  we  become  respectable 
and  happy.  By  such  means,  we  may  falsify  the  invidious 
predictions  of  our  enemies,  that  we  should  crumble  to  pieces, 
and  should  be  too  corrupt  to  maintain  republican  freedom. 
In  such  a  cause  we  may  hope  that  the  God  of  our  fathers, 
who  has  defended  us  hitherto,  will  prosper  the  work  of  his 
own  hands,  and  save  the  fair  structure  of  American  liberty 
from  falling  into  ruin." 

1787.  As  the  conciliatory  measures  of  our  State  government 
rather  facilitated  the  purpose  of  the  insurgents,^  the  chief  magis- 
trate, by  advice  of  council,  ordered  out  4,400  of  the  militia,  be- 
sides four  companies  of  artillery,  who  marched  to  Worcester  on 
the  22d  of  January,  under  the  command  of  General  Lincoln. 
Having  taken  possession  of  the  arsenal  at  Springfield,  General 
Shepherd,  with  his  force,  was  speedily  approached,  the  25tb, 
by  Shays  and  1,100  men.  The  latter  were  soon  scattered, 
leaving  three  of  their  number  killed  and  one  wounded.  This 
sacrifice  to  misconceived  right  dispirited  the  opponents  of  law 
and  order. 

Feb.  3.  Reviewing  what  he  had  done  in  so  fearful  a  crisis. 
Governor  Bowdoin  speaks  of  present  obligation.  "  At  such  a 
time  every  man  ought  to  show  his  colors  and  take  his  side  ;  no 
neutral  characters  should  be  allowed.  Vigor  and  decision  will 
soon  terminate  this  unnatural,  this  unprovoked  insurrection ; 
but  the  contrary  may  involve  the  Commonwealth  in  a  civil  war 
and  all  its  dreadful  consequences." 

>  Some  of  them  havings  fled  to  New  Hampshire,  Vermont  and  New  York,  repeatedl/ 
made  predatory  visits  to  Massachosetts,  and  vexed  the  strong  friends  of  goverameot,  troops 
were  kept  in  Hampshire  and  Berkshire,  to  guard  against  ibem.  Governor  Hancock,  Jine  A, 
1787,  meniions  that  the  insurgents  from  the  two  former  States  had  carried  off  Dr.  Pomefoj 
and  Mr.  Metealf,  because  opposed  to  their  plans.  Offered  pardon,  and  weary  with  thair 
bardshipe,  the  most  of  these  misguided  men  returned  to  their  honflt,  to  tbttt  od  tbe  ISlb  of 
September,  the  Governor  sent  orders  to  disband  oor  troopa. 
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Feb.  4  The  General  Court,  after  rcvertiog  to  their  endeav- 
ors for  pacifying  the  minds  of  those  who  had  resisted  our  judi- 
cial authorities  and  trampled  upon  the  laws  of  the  State,  ^'  Do 
hereby  solemnly  declare,  that  a  horrid  and  unnatural  rebellion 
and  war  have  been  openly  and  traitorously  raised  and  levied 
against  this  Commonwealth,  and  is  still  continued  and  now 
exists  within  the  same,  with  design  to  subvert  and  overthrow 
the  constitution  and  form  of  government  thereof." 

Feb.  6.  A  message  of  the  Governor  says,  <'  Mr.  Cabot  is 
this  morning  arrived  with  a  letter  from  General  Lincoln,  dated 
the  4th  instant,  at  Petersham,  from  which  place,  on  the  precede 
ing  day,  he  obliged  the  main  body  of  the  insurgents  to  retreat 
with  great  precipitation,  having  taken  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  of  them  prisoners."  This  was  a  mortal  blow  to  the  cause 
of  those'  who  had  tried  to  convince  themselves  and  others  that, 
in  order  to  rid  themselves  of  burdensome  though  necessary  tax- 
ation, they  might  well  attempt  to  prostrate  the  only  adminis- 
tration  of  their  government  which  was  suited  to  relieve  their 
condition  and  bring  them  to  the  prosperous  enjoyment  of  free- 
men. They  lacked  the  essence  of  strength^  even  conscious 
rectitude  in  their  cause,  to  sustain  them  in  conflict,  and  thus 
they  fled  before  the  triumph  of  patriotism. 

Feb.  14.  Governor  Bowdoin  again  feels  himself  obligated 
to  present  the  subject  of  the  Congressional  levies  on  the  difier- 
ent  States  for  several  years  past.  He  notices  the  great  aaiount 
in  which  they  are  collectively  deficient.  He  tlien  designates 
the  sum  which  our  own  Commonwealth  owes  on  this  account 
He  adds,  that  the  Board  of  the  national  exchequer  say,  -"  that 
unless  the  several  States  adopt,  without  delay,  a  more  eflicicnt 
mode  of  supplying  the  general  treasury  than  has  hitherto  been 
adopted,  the  Confederacy  of  the  States,  on  which  their  exist- 
ence, as  an  independent  people,  too  probably  depends,  must 
inevitably  be  dissolved." 

Feb.  17.    The  Legislature,  deeply  impressed  with  the  ne- 

>  Ai  the  General  Court  had  appropriated  no  ftmds  for  such  an  occawon  prior  lo  the  cloae 
of  their  session,  a  subscription  was  commenced,  January  4,  1787,  to  raise  supplies  for  the 
troops.  It  was  promptly  responded  to,  and  a  considerable  number  of  f  entleroen,  mostly  oT 
BosioB  aod  partly  from  Salen,  fieverly  and  Rocbury,  loaned  the  Stale  £4,764  6  8.  It  was 
•a  expression  of  their  attachment  to  the  Commonwealih  io  ils  hour  of  pressure,  and  is  worthy 
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cessity  of  exertion  to  meet  this  and  other  urgent  calls  on  Mas- 
sachusetts for  funds,  accordingly  remind  the  different  officers 
concerned  in  collecting  them.  They  resolve,  '^  that  the  good 
people  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  they  hereby  are  called 
upon  to  give  a  substantial  proof  of  their  attachment  to  our 
happy  Constitution,  and  their  regard  to  the  freedom  and  safety 
of  their  country,  by  an  immediate  payment  of  their  taxes." 

March  10.  As  a  convention  of  delegates  from  the  States 
bad  been  agreed  on,  relative  to  modifying  commercial  affairs 
so  that  the  claims  against  the  General  Administration  might 
be  more  fully  discharged,  and  was  subsequently  recommended 
by  Congress  to  '<  render  the  federal  Constitution  adequate  to 
the  exigencies  of  Government,  and  the  preservation  of  the 
Union," — to  meet  in  Philadelphia  the  second  Monday  of  next 
May, — our  General  Court  appoint  Francis  Dana,  Elbridge 
Gerry,  Nathaniel  Gorham,  Rufus  King,  and  Caleb  Strong,  to 
be  members  of  the  same  body. 

Oct.  1 1.  Massachusetts  is  assessed  by  Congress  $264,380, 
as  its  ratio  of  $1,700,407. 

Oct.  17.  Governor  Hancock  proposes  that  the  Constitution 
for  the  United  States,  reported  by  the  late  Convention,'  be  laid 
before  the  people^  for  consideration.  Such  an  instrument  was 
absolutely  essential,  to  confer  on  Congress  more  extended  con- 
trol over  the  sources  of  revenue,  so  that  the  troubles  of  taxation 
might  be  diminished  and  brought  to  a  close. 

Referring  to  the  late  outbreak,  the  Governor  observes  to  both 
Houses,  "  I  have  the  pleasure  to  congratulate  you,  gentlemen, 
on  the  return  of  peace  and  good  order  thus  far  ;  and  while  I 
sincerely  lament  those  insurrections,  which  have  greatly  injuied 
the  interest  and  character  of  our  country,  I  am  persuaded  yoa 
will  join  with  me  in  the  sentiment,  that  this  unhappy  occui^ 
rence  cannot  be  considered  as  a  certain  mark  of  the  indisposi- 
tion of  the  people  to  good  order  and  government.  Similar 
insurrections  are  found  in  the  history  of  all  countries;  and 
although  in  this  State,  where  no  tax  can  be  levied,  or  law 
made,  but  by  the  consent  of  the  immediate  representatives  of 
the  people,  and  where  every  grievance  can  he  redressed  in  a 

i  See  under  March  ICkh. 

*  TUe  UflM  designated  for  them  to  meet,  was  the  second  Wednesday  ef  Jaaaary. 
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eoQStitutioDal  w^jj  they  are  inexcusable ;  yet,  from  my  knowl- 
edge of  the  great  degree  of  intelligence  which  our  fellow  citi- 
zens at  large  possess,  I  am  obliged  to  believe,  that  a  sense  of 
their  own  reputation  and  the  regard  they  have  to  their  own 
interest  and  happiness,  will  produce  a  due  subordination  to 
government,  and  a  regular  obedience  to  the  laws,  without  a 
further  application  to  military  force." 

It  has  been  well  for  the  best  interests  of  our  Commonwealth, 
that  the  opinion  so  expressed  by  the  chief  magistrate,  has  been 
amply  verified.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  views  of  the 
people  as  to  the  assessment  of  taxes  upon  them  by  their  civil 
authorities,  none  of  them  have  ever  since  unfurled  the  banner  of 
resistance  against  their  enactments.  The  example,  set  by  com- 
paratively few  of  our  population,  that  trial  should  be  made  to 
prevent  not  only  taxation  without  being  represented  in  the  British 
Parliament,  but  also  to  hinder  it,  even  when  required  by  rulers, 
elected  by  the  majority  of  their  own  State, — has  never  since 
been  imitated  within  our  jurisdiction.  May  such  errors  of  the 
past  be  avoided  in  every  period  of  the  future. 

Nov.  8.  Such  are  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the 
people,  the  Legislature  resolve,  that  the  Treasurer  defer  the 
issue  of  executions  against  the  collectors  of  taxes^  numbers  4 
and  6,  for  the  years  1784,  1786,  till  the  1st  of  February  as  to 
the  former,  and  the  second  Wednesday  of  January  as  to  the 
latter. 

Nov.  22.  Sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  are  authorized  to 
release  from  confinement  collectors  of  taxes.  This  fact  denotes 
that  the  office  of  a  publican  was  no  eligible  concern  in  those 
days,  when  the  demands  of  the  public  were  necessarily  nume- 
rous as  well  as  large,  and  the  means  of  the  inhabitants  few  and 
reduced. 

1788,  Feb.  27.  In  his  speech  to  both  Houses,  Governor 
Hancock  refers  to  our  finances.  He  observes  that  the  annual 
interest  of  the  demands  owed  by  the  State,  are  £90,000  an- 
nually. He  adds,  '<  this  consideration  alone  should  induce  us 
by  every  possible  exertion,  consistent  with  the  peace  of  the 
Commonwealth,  to  diminish  the  principal.  In  order  to  this, 
the  great  quantities  of  unappropriated  territory  both  in  the 
eastern  port  of  the  Government,  as  well  as  the  immense  trad 
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lately  ceded  to  us  by  the  State  of  New  York,  afford  ample 
resources,  if  wisely  and  expeditiously  improved."  He  pro- 
ceeds, <*  1  am  sorry  that  my  duty  urges  me  to  mention  to  you 
the  necessity  of  a  small  tax,  but  the  treasury  is  so  far  exhausted, 
that  the  business  of  the  government  must  cease  its  progress 
unless  a  tax  is  granted."  This  indicates  how  very  feverish 
was  the  public  pulse  on  the  subject  of  taxation.  Its  arrearages 
had  been  fearfully  accumulated  to  obtain  the  boon  of  freedom, 
which  was  to  be  further  secured  by  their  being  seasonably  and 
judiciously  discharged. 

As  one  encouraging  sign,  that  such  deliverance  would  be 
experienced,  the  Governor  mentions  that  the  people  had  accept- 
ed the  Constitution  proposed  for  the  United  States. 

April  1.  The  General  Court,  in  order  to  ease  the  burden  of 
taxation,  sell  a  large  tract  of  land,  in  New  York  and  owned  by 
Massachusetts,  to  Messrs.  Nathaniel  Gorham  and  Oliver  Phelps, 
for  £300,000  in  consolidated  securities.  Samuel  Ogden,  March 
8,  1791,  purchased  a  tract  of  such  territory  for  about  $100,000. 

June  3.  The  speech  of  Governor  Hancock  states,  that,  as 
affording  a  prospect  of  considerable  relief  from  the  pressure  of 
taixes,  the  national  debt  was  likely  to  be  much  lessened  by  the 
sale  of  '<  the  federal  lands,"  and  our  State  debt  alike  dimin* 
ished  "  by  the  disposition  of  our  Western  territory." 

June  5.  The  reply  of  the  Houses  to  the  speech  of  the 
Governor,  says,  "Although  from  the  happy  prospect  of  the 
United  States  becoming  a  respectable  and  important  nation,  by 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  we  may  expect  soon 
to  relinquish  a  portion  of  our  revenues  to  satisfy  the  necessary 
national  demands,  yet  we  are  confident  this  Commonwealth 
will  have  in  her  own  power,  remaining  resources  adequate  to  the 
place  of  her  credit  upon  an  honorable  and  honest  foundation." 
The  financial  change  here  alluded  to,  predicted  the  relinquish- 
ment of  a  long  established  income,  which  had  been  as  a  right 
arm  to  Massachusetts  in  alleviating  the  pressure  of  its  rates. 

1789,  Jan.  8.  In  a  message  of  Governor  Hancock,  he  thus 
expresses  himself:  "  Our  present  situation  with  regard  to 
the  commencement  and  operation  of  the  General  Government, 
renders  it  very  difBcult  to  determine  upon  any  particular  and 
pernaanent  system  of  finance  for  the  Commonwealth ;  never- 
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theless,  snch  expenses  as  you  shall  find  to  be  necessary  from 
the  exigencies  of  government,  ought  to  be  provided  for;  to 
your  wisdom  the  Constitution  has  submitted  the  consideration 
of  this  matter.  There  never  was  a  time  when  the  public  in* 
terest  required  more  attention  or  greater  abilities  than  the  pres* 
ent.  When  the  General  Government  shall  be  in  exercise,  a 
navigation  act,  equally  advantageous  to  all  the  States,  and 
founded,  as  it  relates  to  foreign  countries,  upon  ideas  of  national 
reciprocity,  must  claim  the  attention  of  Congress.  The  early 
laws  of  the  Union  must  cherish  commerce,  encourage  agricul* 
ture,  promote  the  useful  arts,  and  introduce  those  habits  of  life 
and  business  which  tend  to  render  a  nation  truly  independent.'' 
This  period  did  indeed  point  to  events,  whose  effect  on  our 
pecuniary  relations— on  the  mode  of  freeing  our  population  from 
their  heavy  responsibilities — was  problematical,  and  demanded 
the  guidance  of  pure,  strong,  and  experienced  attachment  to  the 
public  welfare. 

March  4  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  adopted 
by  Congress  September  13  of  the  last  year,  begins  its  operation. 
A  few  of  its  provisions  call  for  our  notice.  "  Representatives 
and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  States, 
which  may  be  included  within  this  Union,  according  to  their 
respective  numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to 
the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  including  those  bound  to 
service  for  a  term  of  years,  and,  excluding  Indians  not  taxed, 
three  fifths  of  all  other  persons. 

"  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
imposts  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States. 

'<  No  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  Congress,  lay 
any  imposts  or  duties  on  imports  or  exports,  except  what  may  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  executing  its  inspection  laws  ;  and  the 
net  produce  of  all  duties  and  imposts,  laid  by  any  State  on  im- 
ports or  exports,  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States. 

'<  All  debts  contracted  and  engagements  entered  into  before 
the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be  as  valid  against  the 
United  States  under  this  Constitution,  as  under  the  Confedera- 
tion." 


456  COMMERCIAL  INCOME  REUNQUISHED. 

Thus  an  important  alteration  takes  place  in  the  financial 
means  of  our  Commonwealth.  Still  allowing  to  the  national 
administration  the  power  to  levy  rates  on  its  inhabitants  for  the 
general  necessities  of  the  Republic,  it  surrenders,  after  years  of 
consideration,  in  connection  with  other  members  of  the  Union, 
a  control  over  its  commercial  revenues,  which,  ever  since  its 
foundation,  had  greatly  contributed  to  its  funds  and  thus  light- 
ened the  weight  of  annual  assessments  on  its  population.  No 
wonder  that,  with  nothing  certain  in  their  view  except  the  precepts 
of  the  past,  there  was  an  anxious  doubt  entertained  by  many  lest 
such  a  relinquishment  would  greatly  retard  the  clearance  of 
Massachusetts  from  its  accumulated  debts.  Still,  in  accordance 
with  the  general  impression,  the  measure  was  not  only  needed 
to  confer  strength  and  efficiency  on  Congress  for  throwing  oflf 
its  crushing  responsibilities  and  pursuing  the  great  objects  of 
our  country's  independence,  but  also  by  its  reciprocal  influence, 
infused  a  vitality  into  our  own  and  the  other  States,  and  thus 
enabled  them  to  become  free  from  their  pressure,  and  move  on 
in  the  same  course  of  human  improvement,  though  not  in  all 
with  the  same  desirable  progress. 

1790,  March  2.  To  raise  money,  which  was  very  difficult 
to  be  obtained  by  rates,  our  legislature  pass  an  act  for  a  £10,000 
lottery. 

March  9.  The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  "  hav* 
ing  occasion  again  to  consider  the  delays  in  the  collection  of 
the  public  taxes  and  the  consequent  embarrassments  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury,  and  of  every  measure  which  is  undertaken  to  pro- 
vide for  the  public  creditors,"  request  the  Governor  to  remove 
every  sheriff  who  fails  to  "  return  satisfied,"  before  the  16th  of 
June,  executions  against  collectors  of  certain  taxes. 

June  1.  Governor  Hancock,  in  his  speech,  makes  various 
remarks  pertinent  to  the  relations  of  our  Commonwealth. 
Among  them  follows  a  short  extract.  "  The  business  of  our 
meeting  is  principally  confined  to  devising  ways  and  means  for 
answering  the  just  demands  of  our  public  creditors.  Many  of 
the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  while  the  country  was 
pressed  on  every  side  by  danger  and  distress,  freely  loaned  their 
property  to  the  public  safety.  Others  ventured  their  lives  in  the 
war  for  our  defence.    The  eyes  of  these  creditors  are  now  upoo 
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118  for  jastice,  and  the  sufferings  of  widows  and  orphans  demand 
our  attention. 

'*  I  am  sensible  that  some  of  the  public  securities,  evidential 
of  those  loans  and  services,  have  been  thrown  into  the  hands  of 
persons  who  have  given  but  a  small  consideration  for  them* 
But  while  we  are  convinced  that  this  has,  in  some  measure, 
been  owing  to  the  failure  of  governmental  promises,  we  ought 
not  to  increase  the  calamity  by  unnecessary  delays  in  doing 
justice."  He  then  refers  to  the  great  need  of  providing  funds 
SO  as  to  have  the  interest  of  such  claims  punctually  paid, 

Sept.  16.  The  Governor,  having  convened  both  Houses  by 
proclamation,  speaks  to  them  of  the  occasion.  He  relates  that 
Congress,  on  the  4th  of  August,  enacted  that  $21,600,000  of 
debts,  contracted  by  the  States  for  the  revolutionary  war,  are 
"  permitted  to  be  loaned  on  the  credit  "  of  the  nation.  This 
proposal  was  earnestly  desired  by  our  legislative  authorities,  as 
the  most  feasible  for  removing  the  necessity  of  such  burdensome 
taxes,  as  had  been  long  laid  on  their  constituents.  It  opened 
the  cheering  prospect  that  a  gradual  and  honorable  liquidation 
of  the  demands  upon  them  would  take  place. 

The  Governor  then  proceeded  to  state  that  the  consolidated 
claims  on  our  Commonwealth  amounted  to  $6,276,964  66. 

1791,  Jan.  27.  In  his  address  to  the  General  Court,  Gover- 
nor Hancock  states,  that  Congress  had  assumed  $4,000,000  of 
the  Massachusetts  debt,  as  previously  expressed,  and  that,  of 
course,  the  balance  must  come  under  the  financial  direction  of 
the  legislature.  This  was  a  great  advantage  which  our  Com- 
monwealth derived  chiefly  from  a  relinquishment  of  its  com- 
mercial revenue  to  the  national  government. 

The  Governor  continues  his  remarks.  **  The  original  holders 
of  securities  issued  by  this  government,  have  received  .great 
injury,  and  greater  still  will  accrue  to  them,  unless  from  your 
proceedings,  it  shall  be  made  evident  to  the  world  that  the 
interest  of  the  residue  of  our  debt  will  be  provided  for  in  a 
manner  fully  equal  in  point  of  advantage  to  that  proposed  by 
Congress ;  and  that  a  punctual  annual  payment  may  be  relied 
upon.  Unless  this  be  done,  the  citizens  who  have  parted  with 
their  property  to  save  their  country  foom  impending  ruin,  will 
be  obliged  la  continue  to  dispose  of  their  securities  at  discount, 
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and  must  be  finally  taxed  to  redeem  them  at  par,  from  those 
who  shall  be  holders  of  them." 

March  5.  This  year,  so  great  were  the  arrearages  of  tazeSi 
that  assessments  were  made  on  our  population  only  for  between 
twenty  and  thirty  thousand  pounds ;  a  small  sum  compared 
with  what  the  State  owed.     So  it  was  the  year  before. 

May  28.  The  chief  magistrate  addresses  the  Senate  and 
Representatives.  The  topic,  more  necessary  for  them  to  hear 
than  it  was  either  novel  or  agreeable  to  them,  is  still  finan- 
cial.  He  connects  with  it  the  subject  of  lotteries,  in  a  manner 
which  approves  itself  to  our  perception.  His  words  follow.  "  I 
will  submit  to  your  consideration,  whether  the  late  influx  of 
specie  does  not  render  the  present  a  favorable  opportunity  to 
regulate  and  amend  the  finances  of  this  government.  I  would 
by  no  means  consent  to  lay  a  heavy  burden  on  the  people,  but 
the  interest  of  our  public  debt  is  rapidly  accumulating,  and  the 
creditors,  amongst  whom  are  many  distressed  people,  are  anx- 
ious to  receive  something  upon  their  just  demand.  I  have 
directed  the  Treasurer  to  lay  before  you  the  state  of  the  treas- 
ury, that  our  constituents  may  have  the  benefit  of  your  wise 
deliberation  upon  it.  And  I  flatter  myself  that  when  the  state 
of  the  treasury  shall  be  examined,  and  the  resources  of  the 
Commonwealth  compared  with  the  exigencies  of  the  govern- 
ment, it  will  appear  proper  to  discontinue  the  schemes  of  raising 
money  by  lotteries.  Experience  now  teaches  us  that  this  mode 
of  raising  money  for  public  use,  as  well  as  the  schemes  for  rais- 
ing money  by  lotteries  for  private  purposes,  have  a  manifest 
tendency  to  withdraw  the  people's  attention  from  industry,  and 
to  distract  them  with  the  hope  of  gain  by  chance  and  accident. 
They  also  lay  a  very  unequal  tax  upon  the  people  at  large. 
The  indigent  and  embarrassed  part  of  the  community  being  in 
such  schemes,  are  generally  the  greatest  adventurers." 

In  accordance  with  this  representation,  our  State  scrip  was 
sold  below  par,  though  it  had  been  on  the  rise  for  several  years. 
A  principal  cause  for  such  depreciation  was  the  difficulty  with 
which  the  people  paid  their  taxes  and  their  consequent  arrear- 
ages, so  that  the  State  treasury  could  not  meet  the  calls  for 
interest.  The  public  Unds  in  Maine,  which  had  been  much 
relied  on  as  a  source  of  relief  to  such  financial  embarrassmeoty 
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not  only  had  disappointed  his  expectations,  but  would  not  even 
pay  the  charges  for  locating  and  selling  them. 

1792,  March  8.  A  committee  of  the  Representatives  of  our 
General  Court,  report  an  address  to  Congress.  The  object  of 
this  able  document  is  to  prevail  on  the  national  Government  to 
assume  the  payment  of  the  remaining  debt,  owed  by  our  Com- 
monwealth. With  regard  to  the  assumption  of  this  kind, 
already  taken,  and  designated  on  page  451,  the  report  says,  <<  It 
is  not  surprising,  however,  that  such  an  opposition  appeared  at 
first  against  a  measure  no  less  remarkable  for  the  novelty  of 
the  circumstances  attending  it,  than  the  magnitude  of  the  ob- 
ject in  contemplation.  But  it  must  afford  peculiar  satisfaction 
to  reflect  that  the  difficulties  apprehended  from  the  operation  of 
the  plan,  have  not  been  realized,  while  the  advantages  derived 
from  it,  are  tacitly  assented  to  and  cheerfully  acknowledged." 
It  then  proceeds  to  consider  the  additional  assumption.  It 
refers  to  the  extraordinary  exertions  and  expenses  of  this  State 
in  promoting  the  cause  of  Independence.  At  the  first  eruption 
of  the  Revolution,  it  speaks  of  the  position,  held  by  our  Com- 
monwealth as  "the  post  of  honor."  It  continues,  <' Parsimony 
would  then  have  been  a  crime ;  and  the  first  doubt  which 
avarice  or  timidity  had  formed  as  the  ground  of  delay  or  acqui- 
esence  on  their  part,  might  have  been  soon  succeeded  by  the 
ruin  of  the  noblest  cause,  which,  perhaps,  bad  ever  been  exhib- 
ited on  the  theatre  of  human  afiairs.  The  blood  and  treasure  of 
the  State  were  considered  as  the  property  of  the  Continent,  for 
they  well  knew  the  alternative  depending — subjugation  or  liberty. 
As  to  the  taxes  of  the  various  species  and  denominations 
which  have  been  imposed  on  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth 
in  the  course  of  the  revolution,  it  may  truly  be  observed,  that 
we  are  in  the  situation  of  a  person,  who  has  passed  a  precipice, 
and  views  with  surprise  and  terror,  the  dangers  he  has  escaped. 
It  is  supposed,  with  the  utmost  reason,  that  this  State  is 
among  the  few  in  advance  upon  the  general  account,  and  that 
to  no  inconsiderable  amount.  If  the  remaining  part  of  the 
debt  is  not  assumed,  the  Legislature  perceive  nothing  but  diffi- 
culties and  embarrassments  in  their  future  proceedings."  This 
appeal  of  our  Legislative  authorities  was  not  immediately 
heard  by  Congress. 
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NOTES  TO  TABLB  ON  THE  PRECEDING  FAGE. 

1  This  was  for  1776.    The  colored  polls  were  taxed  the  same  as  the  white  polls,  and  so 

coBtmued  to  be. *  For  the  Represeotatives  of  1776.— —  >  Fine  on  tlie  town  of  Han- 

eoek.  —  *  Deductions  beings  made  from  this  tax,  the  Treasurer's  warrants  were  for 
£Sf78,402  3  8.  — -  *  By  subtracting  bounties  and  adding  fines  and  pay  of  Representatives, 

the  tax  is  £1,798,647  ft  ft, •  This  tax  was  in  hard  money. -^  f  Of  specie  value.    To 

pay  iaterast  on  poblic  seeuritjet,  and  redeem  one  seventh  part  of  the  last  order  of  bills.  — — 
•  The  caption  of  the  Act  for  this  tax  directed  that  £374,795  8  2  be  raised.  Still,  after  mak- 
ing deductions  for  soldiers'  bounties,  and  additions  for  fines,  it  then  says,  that  £t07,863  3  4, 
is  to  be  aMested.  This  tax  was  of  the  new  emission  money  value. «— -  *  llus  tax  required 
that  6  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  estate  should  be  assessed,  except  unimproved  lands  at  S  per 
cent.,  which  rule  continued  to  be  observed.  —  ^^  These  two  sums  were  the  Congress  tax  on 
llassaetasetu,  as  their  proportion  of  f  8,000,000,  required  of  all  the  Slates.  —  "  Though 
BO  formal  tax  was  ordered  by  the  General  Court  in  1785,  payable  in  the  same  year,  yet 
Governor  Bowdoin  says,  in  his  speech  of  June  2,  1786,  that  five  taxes  fell  on  the  former 
of  these  two  years,  for  £423,250.  Though  the  tax  of  March  23, 1786,  stands  by  one  author- 
ity as  here  given,  yet  the  act  for  it  malLes  all  the  suras  enumerated  amount  to  £611,880  0  6. 


Prices  of  Articles  for  Taxes. 

For  the  tax  of  £72,000  in  1780,  which  was  to  be  continued 
seven  successive  years,  persons  ratable,  who  preferred  not  to 
pay  money,  were  allowed  to  satisfy  their  bills  by  the  following 
commodities :  Codfish,  at  24/  per  quintal ;  Indian  com  4/,  rye 
6/,  wheat  8/,  per  bushel ;  wheat  flour,  24/  per  hundred,  gross  ; 
beeswax,  1/8  per  pound ;  pork,  £4  per  barrel ;  beef,  £2  8  j 
potash,  £40  per  ton ;  pearlash,  best  quality,  £60 ;  hemp,  £3  per 
hundred ;  bar  iron,  refined,  40/ ;  bloomery  iron,  30/ ;  flax,  well 
dressed,  lOd.  per  pound. 

<<  All  the  aforesaid  articles  to  be  merchantable,  and  of  the 
produce  and  manufacture  of  the  State.  The  persons  paying 
their  taxes  in  either  of  the  articles  aforesaid,  shall  run  the  risk 
and  pay  the  chaises  of  transporting  the  same  to  such  store  in 
the  town  of  Boston,  or  elsewhere,  as  may  be  ordered  by  the 
General  Court,  or  by  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  being." 

1786,  Nov.  8.  An  act  for  the  more  easy  payment  of  specie 
taxes,  assessed  prior  to  1784,  allows  the  following  commodities 
to  be  received  for  such  taxes,  at  the  prices  placed  after  each  of 
them  in  succession :  Beef,  20/  a  hundred,  £2  8  a  barrel ;  pork, 
4d.  a  pound,  £3  16  a  barrel ;  Indian  corn  4/,  wheat  6/,  rye 
6/,  oats  2/,  barley  4/,  peas  7/,  beans  6/,  a  bushel ;  butter, 
8d.  a  pound ;  potash,  £33  a  ton ;  pearlash,  £44  a  ton  ;  sole 
laalher,  1/4  a  pound ;   four-peony  nails,  3/9  a  thousand ; 
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six-penny,  6/ ;  eight-penny,  7/ ;  ten-penny,  8/6  ;  twenty-penny, 
15/ ;  flax,  lOd.  a  pound ;  sheep's  wool,  2/ ;  walnut  wood, 
15/  a  cord ;  other  good  wood,  12/ ;  good  ranging  timber,  well 
hewed,  of  equal  dimensions  from  end  to  end,  board  measure,  at 
3/  a  hundred  feet ;  good  clear  pine  boards,  48/  a  thousand ; 
pine  boards,  33/ ;  white  oak  hogshead  staves,  £4  10 ;  white 
oak  barrel  staves,  45/  ]  red  oak  hogshead  staves,  45/ ;  pine  and 
cedar  shingles,  12/ ;  cod  oil,  48/  a  barrel ;  tow  cloth,  a  yard 
wide,  1/4  a  yard,  and  three  quarters  wide,  1/  a  yard  j  white 
oak  pipe  staves,  £8  8  a  thousand ;  codfish,  for  Jamaica  market, 
18/  a  quintal ;  scale  fish,  (hake  and  haddock,)  at  14/  a  quintal ; 
alewives,  packed  and  salted,  14/  a  barrel ;  mackerel,  do.  30/ ; 
good  bar  iron,  manufactured  in  Massachusetts,  24/  per  cent. ; 
nail  rods,  40/  per  cent. ;  two  inch  white  oak  plank,  16/  a  hun- 
dred feet,  and  in  that  proportion  for  plank  of  a  dififerent  thick- 
ness ;  red  oak  plank,  10/6  a  hundred  feet,  and  in  that  pro|X)rtioii 
for  plank  of  a  different  thickness  ;  good  hemp,  manufiictured  in 
Massachusetts,  50/  a  hundred ;  flour,  made  of  good  wheat,  grown 
in  Massachusetts,  20/  a  hundred  ;  flaxseed,  6/  a  bushel ;  tobac- 
co, well  cured  and  packed  in  casks,  30/  per  cent. ;  white  sperm 
oil,  £30  per  tun ;  drippings  oil,  £30  ;  brown  oil,  £25  ;  whale- 
bone, 2/6  per  pound. 

And  the  several  articles  aforesaid,  except  wood,  timberi 
boards,  plank,  staves  and  shingles,  may  be  received  at  the  stores 
to  be  established  in  the  towns  of  Salem  and  Newburyport,  at 
the  same  rate  ;  and  at  stores  to  be  established  at  Bath,  Portland, 
Biddeford,  Berwick,  Barnstable,  Plymouth,  Hanover,  Sherborne 
in  the  County  of  Nantucket,  Edgartown,  Bedford  in  the  town 
of  Dartmouth,  and  Taunton,  at  the  same  rate. 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  several  articles  herein 
after  mentioned  shall  be  received  at  the  several  prices  affixed 
thereto,  at  stores  to  be  established  in  the  towns  of  Springfield, 
Northampton,  Deerfield,  Great  Barrington  and  Lanesborough, 
to  wit :  Beef,  18/  a  hundred ;  pork,  3jc{.  a  pound ;  wheat,  5/  ; 
rye,  3/6 ;  Indian  corn,  3/ ;  oats,  1/6 ;  peas,  6/ ;  beans,  5/,  a 
bushel ;  flax,  8d.  a  pound ;  wheat  flour,  16/  per  cenL ;  bar  iron, 
24/  per  cent ;  tobacco,  well  cured  and  packed  in  casks,  25/  per 
cent. ;  sheep's  wool,  2/  a  pound ;  butter,  7d.  a  pound ;  potash, 
£28  10  a  ton ;  pearlasb,  £39  10  a  ton.    On  all  nails  the  same 
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price  shall  be  allowed  as  is  allowed  at  the  store  in  the  town  of 
Boston." 

<<  And  the  several  prices  hereinafter  annexed  to  the  respective 
articles  shall  be  allowed  thereon  for  such  as  shall  be  received 
and  deposited  in  stores  to  be  established  in  the  towns  of 
Shrewsbury,  Gardner  and  Lunenburg :  Beef,  18/  per  cent. ; 
pork,  3^d.  a  pound;  rye,  4/6;  Indian  corn,  3/4;  wheat,  6/4; 
beans,  4/6 ;  peas,  5/4 ;  oats,  2/ ;  barley,  3/4,  a  bushel ;  flax, 
9d,  a  pound.  For  bar  iron,  nail  rods,  nails,  sheep's  wool  and 
tow  cloth,  the  same  price  as  is  allowed  on  those  articles  when 
delivered  at  the  store  in  Boston." 

*^  The  following  prices  shall  be  allowed  on  the  several  arti- 
cles hereinafter  mentioned,  to  be  received  and  deposited  in  a 
store  to  be  provided  in  the  town  of  Concord :  Beef,  18/  per 
cent. ;  pork,  3|cf.  a  pound ;  wheat,  5/9  ;  rye,  4/6 ;  Indian  corn, 
3/9;  oats,  1/10;  peas,  7/;  beans,  5/6,  a  bushel ;  flax,  lOd.  a 
pound ;  wheat  flour,  18/  per  cent. ;  potash,  -£31  15  a  ton ; 
pearlash,  £42  15  a  ton.  The  same  prices  shall  be  allowed  on 
all  nails,  bar  iron,  nail  rods  and  butter,  as  is  allowed  for  the 
same  in  the  town  of  Boston." 

The  Commissary  General  is  directed  to  provide  a  number  of 
stores,  to  be  under  the  direction  of  judicious  persons.  A  store 
V  is  to  be  in  each  of  the  following  towns  :  Boston,  Newburyport, 
Salem,  Bath,  Portland,  Biddeford,  Berwick,  Barnstable,  Ply- 
mouth, Hanover,  Sherburne  in  Nantucket,  Edgartown,  Dart- 
mouth, Taunton,  Springfield,  Northampton,  Deerfield,  Great 
Barrington,  Lanesborough,  Shrewsbury,  Gardner,  Lunenburg 
and  Concord.  The  articles  paid  for  taxes  are  to  be  sold  by  the 
Commissary  General,  to  the  best  advantage ;  the  cost  of  their 
transportation  to  be  deducted  from  the  price  of  them,  by  the 
aelectmen  or  assessors  of  the  place  whence  they  are  to  be  sent. 

Nov.  17.  Among  the  articles  to  be  received  for  taxes,  salt- 
petre is  set  at  2/4  a  pound. 

See  value  of  Continental  paper  money  for  taxes,  in  the 
History  of  Massachusetts  Currency,  pages  186,  196. 

As  a  means  of  obtaining  clearer  views  of  our  Continental 
currency,  which  was  much  involved  with  the  taxation  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, as  well  as  with  that  of  other  States,  the  following 
Table  it  presented.  60 
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The  two  succeeding  lists  are  given  to  indicate  the  rate  at 
which  each  town  was  assessed  towards  £1,000  of  the  whole 
State  Tax.  These  are  presented  as  in  the  original.  Besides 
these  two,  one  was  published  in  1779,  and  another  in  1786. 


For  1782. 

Suffolk  Coxrw-nr. 

Middlesex  County. 

Boston, 

.  £56  10    0 

Cambridge,  • 

.     £6  18    1 

Roxbury, 

8  18    6 

Charlestowo, 

2    2    1 

Dorchester,  . 

8    1    1 

Watertown,  • 

3  12    1 

Milton,  .        .        .        < 

4    6    7 

Wobum, 

5    8  11 

Weymouth,  . 

4    6    1 

Concord,       .        • 

4  10    5 

Hingham, 

5  19    0 

Newton, 

4  15    2 

Braintree,     . 

9  10    9 

Reading, 

5    5    3 

Brookline,     • 

3  10    6 

Marlborough, 

6    1    6 

Dedham, 

.        8    4    3 

Billerica, 

4    10 

Need  ham,     • 

3    9    7 

Framingham, 

5    0-0 

Medfield, 

2  15    0 

Lexington,    . 

3    4  10 

Btoughton,    . 

6  10    4 

Chelmsford,  • 

3    9  JO 

Wrentham,   • 

4  10    0 

Shei1)urDe,    • 

2  17    8 

Walpole, 

2  16    0 

Sudbury. 

3  15    6 

Stoughtonham, 

2  14    8 

Maiden, 

H  16  10 

Cohasset, 

2    8    5 

Weston, 

3    4    C 

Franklin, 

3    5    0 

Medford, 

3  18    6 

Medvray, 
Bellingham,  . 

3    3    4 

Hopkinton,    . 

3    1  10 

1  15    0 

Westford,     . 

3    9  10 

Hull,     .... 

14    0 

Stow,    «... 

2  10    9 

Chelsea,        .        ; 

2  16    6 

Groton,  •        •        •        . 

5    6    8 

Fozboroagh,  •       ; 

1    8    7 

Shirley,         .        .       . 

1  12    4 

Pepperell,     • 
Waltham,     . 

2  17  A 
3^9 

147  13    2 

Townsend,    . 

2    8  11 

Esssx  Couir 

rx. 

Dracut, 

2  10    7 

Salem,  . 

.  £22    2    0 

Bedford,        •       « 

2    4    6 

Danvers, 

7  15    0 

HollistoD, 

2  19  10 

Newbuijf 

.      11     1    0 

Acton, 

2    6    0 

Newfoutyport, 

13  11    0 

Dunstable,    « 

2    8  10 

Beverly,        .        ; 

.      10  19    0 

Lincoln, 

2    7    3 

Ipswich,        .        • 

12  16    0 

Wilmington, 

1  19    8 

Marblehead,  . 

7    7    0 

Tewksbniy,  . 

2    6    7 

Gloucester,   • 

7  15    4 

Littleton, 

d    2    2 

Lynn,    .       •       «        . 

6    6    9 

Ashby, 

1    7    4 

Andover,       .       ; 

.      10    8    4 

Natick, 

I  17    5 

Rowleyj 

5  18    6 

Carlisle, 

1  16    0 

Haverhill,      .        ; 

6  14    0 

Stoneham,     . 

14    9 

TopsfieM,     .       : 

3    2    7 

East  Sudbury, 

2  15    5 

Salisbury,     • 
Amesbury,    •        • 

5    2    5 

^^            ^m            ^m 

4  13    5 

• 

127    9    3 

Bozford, 

.       3  18    3 

Bradford,      . 

4    8    5 

Hahpshies  Co 

UirTT. 

Methuen, 

3  15    4 

Springfield,   . 

.£695 

Wenham, 

1  19    0 

West  Springfield, . 

5  19    9 

Manchester,  • 

13    5 

Wilbraham,  ;        .        , 

3    2    4 

Middletoti,    . 

2  12    3 

Northampton, 
Southampton, 

5  17  4 
2    0    0 

153    0    0 

Hadley,        .       .       . 

3    4    5 
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9oath  Ha^ley, 

Amherst, 

Granby, 

Hatfield, 

Whaiely, 

Williamsbuig, 

Westfield, 

Deerfield, 

Greenfield, 

Shelburne, 

Conway, 

Sunderland, 

Montague, 

Nortbfield, 

Brimfield, 

South  Brimfield, 

Monson, 

Pel  ham, 

Greenwich, 

Blandford, 

Palmer, 

Granville, 

New  Salem 

Belchertown, 

Coleraine, 

Ware,  . 

Warwick, 

Bernardston, 

Murray  field, 

Gharlemont, 

Ashfield, 

Worthington, 

Shutesbury  and  Ervingsh 

Chesterfield,  • 

Chesterfield  Gore, 

Southwick, 

Norwich,       •   ' 

Ludlow, 

Leverett, 

Westhampton, 

Merrifield,     . 

Montffomery, 

Plantation  No.  7, 

Cummin|(ton, 

Buckland, 


Plymouth  Countt. 

Plymouth,     . 
Scituate, 
Duxbury, 
Marshfield,    . 
Bridge  water, 
l^lympton,     • 
Pembroke,    • 
Kingston,      i 


1  10    5 

2  17    8 

1  15     1 

3    8    8 

18    6 

1    8    6 

3  19    9 

3    8    1 

2    5  1} 

1  12    0 

2  18    7 

17    4 

1  15    7 

2    6    4 

3    5    2 

1  17  10 

1  18  10 

2    0  10 

1  18    0 

2  10  11 

1  19    9 

3  13  11 

2  12    0 

2  13    9 

1  19    1 

1    4  11 

2    1    1 

1  17    2 
1    4    1 

15    4 

1  17    0 

2    I    0 

ire,  1    9    4 

1  19    5 

0    8    4 

1  15    3 

14    8 

19  10 

15    5 

15    2 

10    7 

12    0 

11    4 

19    3 

9    7 

108  16    6 

NTT. 

£3  17    8 

7    4    2 

2    8    0 

3  11    3 

14    7    3 

3    8    0 

4  10    0 

1  14    1 

Hanover,       ,        • 

2    8    6 

Abington, 

4    0    0 

Halifax, 

2    0  10 

Wareham,     . 

1  14   e 

Middleborough,     . 

.      10  13    6 

Rochester,    • 

4  13    6 

66  11    3 

BA&liaTABI.S  COUKTT. 

Barnstable,   .        •        •        5    6    0 


Sandwich, 

4    10 

Yarmouth,     . 

3  15    5 

Harwich, 

2  16  10 

Eastham, 

2    5    1 

Chatham, 

.12    7 

Wellfleet,     , 

13    9 

Truro, 

15    5 

Falmouth,    , 

2  10    9 

23  16    3 

Bristol  Countt. 

Taunton,       •       ,        .        7  19    6 

Rehoboth,     , 

9    1    6 

Swansey, 

5    6    0 

Dartmouth,  . 

.      14  13    8 

Norton, 

3  10    0 

Mansfield,     , 

2    7    6 

Attleborough 

5  18    0 

Dighton, 

3    1  10 

Freetown,     , 

3  14    0 

Raynham, 

2    7  10 

Easton, 

2  12  10 

Berkley, 

1  14    6 

62    7    2 

York  Countt. 

York,     •       .        .        .     £5  18    6 

Kittery, 

6    9    6 

Wells,  . 

5    5    0 

Berwick, 

8    16 

Arundel, 

2    8    0 

Biddeford,     • 

2    6    0 

Fepperellborough, , 

2    2    0 

LebaooB, 

18    0 

Sandford, 

k                *  1 

18    0 

Buxton,         • 

1  10    4 

Fryeburg,     . 

14    0 

Coxhall, 

12    0 

Massabeseck^ 

14    0 

Limerick, 

5    0 

Brownfield,   . 

5    0 

Litde  Falls,  . 

i 

12    0 

39  18  10 
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EdctrtowQ, 
Chflinark, 


ShoiburiMi  « 

WOBCBBTXA 

Worcester, 

Lancaster, 

Mendon, 

Broofcficid, 

Oxford, 

Chariton, 

Satton, 

Leicester, 

Spencer, 

Rutland, 

Paxton, 

Oakham, 

Barre,   • 

Habbardaton, 

New  Braintree, 

Soutbborough, 

Weetborough, 

Northborough, 

Shrewsbaiy, 

Looenburg, 

Fitehburg, 

Uxbridffe, 

Harvard, 

Dudley, 

Bolton, 

Upton,  . 

Starbridge, 

Leominster, 

Hard  wick, 

Holden, 

Western, 

Doufflsss, 

Grafton, 

Petersham, 

Rojralston, 

Westminster, 

Templeton, 

Princeton, 

Ashburnham, 

Winchendon, 

Northbridge, 

Ward,  . 

Athol,   . 

MiJford, 

Sterling, 


m 

TT,                      1 

•     £3    6    8 

.       3  10    8 

« 

1  19  10 

6  16    9 

DofTimr. 

.  £10  10    7 

COUHTT. 

.       <5  13  10 

.       3  17  n 

3  13    6 

8    5    0 

3  13    3 

3  16    4 

7  19    0 

3  17    0 

3  13  10 

3  14    6 

1  18    7 

18    0 

4  18    1 

1  16    0 

3    6    5 

3  14    0 

3  19    9 

3    0    0 

6    5    6 

3    6    0 

3    7    5 

3    7    5 

3  15    1 

3  13    0 

3  14    3 

3    6    0 

4    0    0 

3  17    0 

4  19    0 

3  13    5 

3  15    0 

3    10 

3  19    5 

4    1  10 

1  11    5 

3    4    6 

3    0    0 

3  15    0 

1  10    0 

1  13    6 

18    0 

1  16    0 

3  13    4 

3  13    0 

3  17    9 

146    4    9 

CuiCBSlLLAim  ConifTT. 


Falmouth, 

.     £4  19    5 

North  Yarmoath,  • 

4  11    9 

Scarborough, 

3  14    4 

Brunswick,    . 

1  16    6 

Harpswell,    • 

1  19    7 

Cape  Elizabeth,     « 

3    8    0 

Gorham, 

3    10 

Windham,     • 

1  17    0 

New  Gloucestei^  . 

1  15    3 

Gray,    •        , 

16    0 

Piersontown, 

13    5 

Royalsborough,-    « 

16    6 

Ravmondstown,    • 
Bakerstown,  . 

8    4 

7    0 

Sylvester, 

7    0 

Bridgetown,  • 

9    3 

30    9    8 

LiNCOLir  COUIITT. 

Pownalborough,  . 

£3    3    9 

Georgetown, 

3    3    9 

Newcastle,   • 

17    0 

Woolwich,    • 

18    3 

Bath,     .        •        .        , 

14    0 

Topsham, 

1    0  11 

Bowdoinham, 

15    0 

PittBton, 

13    9 

Hallowell,     . 

1    0    0 

Winthrop,     . 

13    9 

Vassalborough, 

13    6 

Winslow, 

13    6 

Waldoborough,     . 

1  10    0 

Boothbay, 

14    0 

Bristol, .        •        •        . 

3    1    6 

Edgecomb,   •        . 

1    1    7 

St  George's, 

16  10 

Medumcook, 

4    0 

Warren, 

13    0 

Thomaston,  . 

13    0 

Walpole, 

5    6 

Howardstown, 

4    6 

Norridgewock, 

3    6 

Sterlington,  • 

3    6 

Lewistown,   . 

6    0 

Balltown, 

3    0 

Wales, 

1    6 

33    3    7 

BXRKSHIKB  Co 

UlTTT. 

Sheffield,               • 

.     £5    8  4i 

Great  Barrington, . 

3    3    3 

Stockbridge, 

3  13    9 

PitUfield,      . 

8  13    3 

Richmond,    • 

3    3    1 

Lenox, 

3  13  41 

48i 


PROPORTIONATE  TAXES. 


Lanesboroagh, 

4    2 

9 

Recapitulation. 

Adams, 

•        • 

3    4 

6 

Suffolk 

County,     . 

,  £147  13    2 

Williamstown, 

2  18  10 

Essex  ( 

bounty, 

,    153    0    0 

Egremont,     • 

1  12 

5 

Middlesex  County, 

.    127    9    3 

Becket, 

•        • 

1    4 

11 

Hampshire  County, 

.    108  16    6 

West  Stockbridge, 
Ashuelot  Equivuent, 

1    6 

8 

Plymouth  County, 

66  11    3 

19 

6 

Barnstable  County, 

.      23  16    3 

Alford, 

•        • 

18 

i 

Bristol 

County, 

.      62    7    2 

New^  Ashford, 

10 

4 

York  County, 

.      39  18  10 

New  M&rlborough, 

2  14  7i 

Dukes 

County, 

6  16    9 

Tyringh 

lam,  .        • 

2    3 

11 

Nantucket  County, 

.      10  10    7 

Mount  Washington, 

10 

6 

Worcester  County, 

.    146    4    9 

Loudon, 

*        * 

7 

2 

Cumberland  County, 

.     30    9    8 

Windsor, 

1  13 

3 

Lincoln  County,    • 

,      23    2    7 

Partridgefield, 

1    2 

9 

Berkshire  County,  4 

.      53    3    3 

Sandisfield,  . 
Hancock,       •       * 

2  17  n 

2    0 

AM. 

4 

1,000    0    0 

Lee, 

•        •        • 

1    6 

9 

Waahin 

Stoo, 

16 

0 

• 

53    3 

3 

• 

For 

1793, 

• 

Suffolk  Coi 

JWTT. 

Polls. 

Towns. 

Oo  the  Tbous. 

Polls. 

Towns. 

On  the  Tbous. 

849 

Newbury, 

9  16    H 

3631 

Boston, 

£91  16 

81 

517 

Danvers, 

.      5  13    3 

458 

Roxbury, 

8     0 

74 

731 

Beverly, 

.      7  14    2 

448 

Dorchester,  • 

6    4 

4i 

782 

Andover, 

.      8    2  10 

417 

Stouffhton,    . 
Hingnam,     • 

3  14 

4i 

1107 

Marblehead,  . 

.      7  19    7 

539 

4  15 

Oi 

1029 

Gloucester,   . 

.      7  10  10 

399 

Dedham, 

4  14 

5 

508 

Haverhill, 

4  18    Oi 

189 

Medfield,.     . 

1  19 

3i 

598 

Lynn,    . 

,      3  17    9i 

119 

Dover,  . 

1    7 

71 

100 

Lynnfield, 

1    2    1 

442 

Wrentham,   . 

4    0 

21 

593 

Rowley, 

4    6    7i 

349 

W^eymoutJi,  . 

3    7 

2i 

457 

Salisbury, 

3  16    Sk 

222 

Milton, 

3    0 

21 

405 

Amesbury,    . 

3    5    Oik 

212 

Quincy, 

2  16  m 

327 

Bra.dford, 

3  10    3 

449 

Braintree^ 

5    2 

11 

206 

Boxford, 

2  10    Si 

274 

Franklin, 

2  16 

8i 

286 

Methuen,  ^    . 

2  15    9i 

268 

Needham,     • 

2  14 

4 

202 

Topsfield,     . 

2    4  10 

105 

Brookline,     . 

2  11 

11 

161 

Middleton,    . 

1  12    7i 

278 

Med  way, 

2  14 

21 

97 

Wenham, 

12    6 

236 

Walpole,       . 

1  19 

74 

224 

Manchester,  . 

.17    2 

2i0 

Sharon. . 

1  15 

7 

Mr  WW 
111 

■N^*'vva^a#ft  •                 ■ 

Chelsea, 

1  18 

• 
1 

12376 

133  19  7 

195 

Cohasset, 

1  17 

61 

153 

Bellingham,  • 

1  10 

6 

Middlesex  Couirrr. 

149 

Foxborough, . 

1    7 

0 

457 

Cambridge, 

£7  15    2i 

21 

Hull,     . 

6 

9 

410 

Marlboro',     . 

4    6    0 

• 

384 
410 

Wobunij 
Groton, 

3  15    Ak 
3  13    3 

9684 

162  12 

« 

46^ 

Reading,       , 

*      3  16    1 

ESSET  COUK 

rxT. 

378i 

Framingham, 

3  14    51 

1464 

Saiem,     . 

£23    8 

3 

322 

Newton, 

3    9    6i. 

937 

Newbuiyport, 

17  14 

3 

336 

Concord, 

3  15    6 

909 

Ipewichy 

10    0 

U 

203 

,    Acton, 

1  14    2i 

PROPORTIONATE  TAXES. 


488 


146 

Carlisle, 

1    6 

9 

207 

CummingtoD, 

1    8  10 

298 

Billerica, 

3    0 

2 

335 

Ashfield, 

2    I    0 

209 

Medford, 

2  17 

5 

150 

Bernardston, . 

1    3  114 

350 

Charleatoim, 

5    9 

2 

238 

Greenwich,   • 

1  18    0 

297 

Sudbury, 

2  12 

74 

118 

Easthampton, 

1  11    3 

299 

Chelmsford,  • 

2  18  10 

160 

Whately, 

17    3 

287 

.    Watertown,  . 

3    4 

1 

437 

Northampton, 

4  14    34 

270 

Westford,      . 

2  14 

9 

85 

Aussell, 

9    5 

182 

Stow,     . 

1  16 

1 

154 

South  Brimfield 

,12    9 

93 

Boxborough, . 

16 

8i 

124 

Wendell,       . 

17    0 

230 

Waltham,     . 

2  19 

1 

96 

Rowe,  •        • 

12  11 

258 

HopkintOD,    . 

2  10 

3 

200 

Southwick,    . 

19    0 

224 

WestoD, 

2  17 

2 

182 

Ware,   . 

1    4    84 

226 

Lexington,    . 

2  11 

5 

344 

Deerfield,      . 

3    8    14 

224 

HoUiston, 

2    8 

0 

162 

Orange, 

14    1 

240 

Maiden, 

2    6 

11 

167 

Northfield,     . 

2    1    14 

254 

Pepperell,     . 

2    4 

4 

253 

Williamsburg, 

1  11    34 

211 

East  Sudbuiy, 

2    1 

74 

221 

Pelham, 

1  15    44 

194 

Sherburne,    . 

2    0 

5 

124 

Sunderland,  . 

1    3    14 

279 

Dracut, 

2    3 

7 

92 

Holland, 

15    1 

207 

Littleton, 

1  18 

4 

163 

Leyden, 

116 

100 

Dunstable,     • 

1    3 

5 

241 

Warwick, 

1  12    14 

119 

Tyngsboroogh, 

1    4 

8 

172 

Granby, 

1    7  10 

156 

Lincoln, 

1  14 

1 

168 

Middlefield,  . 

1    0    74 

228 

Tewksbury,  • 

1  16  10 

159 

Norwich, 

1    1    44 

141 

Bedford, 

1  13 

9 

290 

Worthington, 

2    5    4 

252 

Townsend,    . 

1  14 

8 

398 

Granville,      . 

3  12  Hi 

161 

Wilmington,  • 

1    8 

3 

146 

Westhampton, 

13    3 

144 

Natick, 

1    7 

2 

159 

Leverett, 

19    5i 

196 

Ashby, 

1  12 

0 

265 

Chesterfield, . 

2    1    8i 

168 

Shirley, 

1    4 

6 

469 

Conway, 

3    7  10 

104 

Stoneham,     . 

17 

6 

184 
307 
343 

Longmeadow, 
Monson, 
Blandford,     • 

1  14  lOi 

2  7    7 
2  12    2i 

10109i 

104  13 

44 

313 

Belcher, 

2  10    54 

Hampshire  Couhtt. 

127 

Hawley, 

16    1 

360 

Springfield,  • 

£3  12 

6 

153 

Charlemont,  . 

19    14 

189 

Hatfield, 

2    4 

4 

549 

WeetSpringfield,5    1    2 

232 

Hadley, 

2    8  11 

110 

Piainfield,     . 

14    9 

326 

Westfield. 

3  11 

0 

341 

Wilbraham,  . 

3    0 

7i 

139124 

Ill  18    01 

256 

Shelburne,    . 

1  17  10 

297 

Coleraine,     , 

2    4 

44 

^ 

Worcester  Countt, 

188 

South  Hadley, 

1  15 

81 

540 

Worcester,   . 

6    8    34 

376 

Greenfield,    . 

2  19  lU 

356 

Lancaster,     • 

3    3    5 

283 

Amherst, 

2  13 

04 

328 

Mendon, 

3    2    3 

373 

New  Salem,  . 

2    9  Hi 

675 

Brookfield,    . 

6  13    4i 

197 

Palmer, 

1  12  lOh 

265 

Oxford, 

1  19  Hi 

26  li 

Chester, 

1  13 

14 

385 

Charlton, 

3  13    41 

162 

Buckland,     . 

17 

74 

660 

Sutton, . 

5  18    6i 

105 

Heath, 

13 

7i 

262 

Leicester,     . 

2  U  Hi 

312 

Brimfield, 

2  17 

6 

349 

Spencer, 

3    1    7i 

332 

Southampton, 

1  14 

2 

133 

Paxton, 

1    9    24 

109 

Montgomery, 

13  11 

298 

Rutland, 

3    2    3i 

135 

Goshen, 

1    4 

74 

204 

Oakham, 

1    8    5i 

138 

Ludlow, 

18  Hi 

219 

Hubbardston, 

1  17    4 

159 

Shutesbury,  . 

19 

8 

229 

New  Braintree, 

2    4    Oi 

219 

Montague,     . 

1  13  lOi 

184 

SouthboroQgh, 

1  16    7 

484 


PR0P0RTI(»7ATE  TAXES. 


935  WMtboroQgh, 

156  Northborough, 

953  Shrewsbury,  • 

273  Lunenburg,   . 

9r{8  Fitchburg,     . 

306  Uxbridffe,      . 

359  Harwd, 

348  Dudley, 

2-^  Bolton, 

311  Upton,  . 

454  Sturbridge,    . 

3)3  Leominster,  . 

399  Hard  wick,     . 

254  Holdeo, 

248  Douglass, 

337  Grafton, 

390  Petersham,    . 

263  Royalston,     . 

318  Westminster, 

206  Athol, 

241  Templeton,   . 

345  Princeton,     . 

336  Ashbumham, 

334  Winchendon, 

466  Barre, 

364  Sterling, 

219  Boylston, 

239  Weston, 
180  Milford, 
119  Ward,  . 
177  Gerry,  . 
113  Northbridge, 
135  Gardner, 
137  BerUn,  . 

13763 

Barnstable  Countt. 

501  Barnstable, 

446  Sandwich, 

665  Yarmouth, 

384  Falmouth, 

535  Harwich, 

317  Eastham, 

240  Welifleet, 
339  Truro,  . 

90  Provincetown, 

259  Chatham, 


3759 


731 
1113 
1055 
619 
584 
439 


Plymouth  Couwtt. 
Plymouth, 
Bndffewater, 
Middleboro*, 
Scituate, 
Rochester, 
A  enlNroke, 


3    9    3 

1  13    6i 

3  n  lOi 

3  10  11 

3    0    3i 

3    0    3 

3    19} 

3    0    5 

3    1    4i 

1  13    9h 

3  15  m 

3  10  m 

3    9    3} 

3    7    8i 

1  15    9 

3    8    31 

3  16    0 

1  16    9 

3  14    8i 

1  14    7 

3    3    5i 

3    4    1} 

19    0 

1  19  lU 

4    9    7^ 

3    6    6i 

3    4    5} 

3    4    3} 

1  17  lU 

16    8 

1  13    5} 

18    5 

12    8 

1    2    6} 

137    5    Oi 

riiTT. 
£4    3    3i 

3    9    5} 

3    5  Hi 

3    6    3 

3    9    3 

1    7    li 

1     1    6} 

1  0  m 

9  11 

1    3    5i 

30  15  11} 

rrr. 
£4  13    4 

11    6  11 

9    4    5 

6  10    0 

4    5  10 

3  17    1 

363 
374 
324 
339 
313 
333 
168 
206 
361 

6912 


305 
199 
259 

7^ 


1131 


745 
904 
315 
553 
3:33 
333 
503 
347 
458 
339 
333 
195 
739 
4.30 
331 

6547 


435 
395 
306 
358 
348 
406 
369 
349 
164 
170 
314 
133 
117 
81 
341 
337 


Manbfield^ 

Abington, 

Hanover, 

Kingston, 

Plympton, 

Carver, 

Halifax, 

Wareham, 

Duzbury, 


3    9  111 

3    9  8i 

1  19  1 

2  3  31 
1  13  11 
1  10  4 
1    9  Oi 

1  7  5i 

2  11  21 


59    9    91 


DtTKBS  CotfVTT. 


Edgar  town, 

Chilmark, 

Tisbory, 


£1  11    8 

2   8  m 

19    1 
5    9    8i 


NAlfTDCnET  COUBTT. 

Sherburne,        £6  13    3} 


Bristol  Courtt. 


Taunton, 

Reboboth,     . 

Swansey, 

Dartmouth,    . 

Norton, 

Mansfield, 

AtUeboro',    . 

Dighton, 

Freetown,     • 

Raynham,     • 

Easton, 

Berkley, 

New  Bedford, 

Westport, 

Somerset, 


£6 
7 
2 
4 
3 
1 
4 
3 
3 
1 
3 
1 
5 
3 
1 


4  3i 
0  0 
10  2i 
17  5i 
0  6 
14  lOi 
13  Ui 

17  0 
8    0 

19  101 

8  31 

9  3 
19    2 

18  8 

19  0 


53  19    6} 


Berksriri  Conimr. 
Sheffield,     .     £3  15    6} 
Gt  Barrington,    2  14    2} 
Stockbridge, .      3  18    4} 
Richmond,    .      3  11    0} 
Lenox,  .       .240 
Lanesborough,     3    0    4 
Williamstown,    3    3    6i 
Adams,         .242 
EgremoDt,  17    0 

Becket,  .16  4} 
W.  Stockbridge,  1  13  Oi 
Dalton,  .         19    7} 

Alford,  .      1    0  10 

New  Ashfbrd,  9    6 

New  Marlboro^,  2  11  4i 
Tyringhun,  .      2    8    0| 


PROPORTIONATE  TAXES. 
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84  LoudoOy 

216  Windsor, 

238  Partridgefield, 

190  Hancock, 

249  Lee, 

129  Washington,   • 

381  Sandisfieid,     . 

35  Ml  Washington, 

441  Pittsfield,      . 
r  11,000  acres  ad- 

38  <    joining  to  San- 
(     distield,           . 

50  Bethlehem, 

237  Cheshire, 


9  11 
1    2    9i 

1  10  10 
18    7 

2  0    6} 
18    2i 

2  16    4i 
4  10 
4    9    7 

4    6i 

6    7 
2    3    6 


S265 

52    3 

3} 

York  Coumtt 

• 

560 

York,       . 

£5  14 

0 

848 

Berwick, 

7  17 

0 

837 

Wells,    . 

6    4 

0 

337 

Arundell, 

2  17 

0 

284 

Biddeford, 

2  10 

0 

291 

Pepperelboro', 

2  10 

0 

334 

Buxton,  . 

2    7 

8 

410 

Sandford, 

2    5 

0 

171 

Pearsoniield,  • 

1    4 

0 

179 

Coxhall, . 

1    3 

7 

141 

Fryeburg, 

1    1 

0 

220 

Waterboro*,    . 

1    5 

0 

144 

Limington, 

1    0 

0 

118 

Limerick, 

16 

4 

157 

Little  Falls,     . 

1    0 

0 

92 

Francisboro',  . 

8 

2 

42 

Brownfield,     . 

6 

4 

624 

Kittery,  • 

5  19 

6 

60 

Washington,  • 

7 

4 

861 

Shapleigh, 

1    7 

0 

270 

Lebanon, 

1  12 

0 

60 

Hudbury  Canada. 

■ 

,         6 

10 

64341  50    1    9 

NoT£.  I  Of.  IQAd.  accumulaied  by  the 
PlantalioiM  of  Sudbury  Canada  aod  Peniii- 
cook,  on  the  fonner  Aggregate. 

Cumberland  County. 

560  Portland,         .£506 

486  Scarborough,  .      4  12    2 

597  Falmouth,       .      4  15    8 

470  Gorbam,.        .316 

423  North  Yarmouth,  3  19    3 

294  Cape  Elizabeth,     2    1  10 

338  Brunsmck,      .268 

333  Freeport,         .      2  12  II 

274  New  Gloucester,   1  16    2 

228  Harpswell,      .      1  14    5 

229  Windham,       .      1  15    4 
198  Standish,         .14    6 


152 

170 
200 
81 
100 
90 
48 
91 
60 
60 
91 
50 
50 
50 
50 

5773 


0 

4 

19 

0 


4 
0 
7 
0 


Gray,      •       •  1 

Durham,  •        .  1 
Bakerstown,    • 

Turner,  .        •  1 

Hebron,  .        .  10  9 

Buckston,        •  8  7 

Otisiield,.        .  9  10 

Bridgton,         •  11  5 

Plantation  No.  4,  5  7 

Rusfield  Gore,  5  7 

Raymond,       .  9  8i 

Livermore's  town,       5  Oi 

Phip's  Canada,  5  Oh 

Buttersfield,    •  5  Oi 

Peacock,         •  5  Oi 


43    6    5i 


NoTi.  Idf.  1}'^.  accumulated  by  the 
Plantations  of  Liverinore'i  town,  Phip'ii  Can- 
ada and  Buttenfield,  over  the  former  Aggre- 
gate. 


LiNCOLir  COUNTT. 

481 

Pownalborougfa 

,£4    11} 

344 

Georgetown,    . 

2  17    5 

382 

Bristol,    . 

3    4  11} 

199 

Woolwich, 

1  18    Oi 

272 

Hallo  well, 

2  12    2i 

231 

Bath, 

2    0    0 

170 

Newcastle, 

1  13    9i 

293 

Waldoborough 

,     2    6    01 

189 

Vassalborough. 

,     1    5    04 

150 

Winthrop, 

13    8 

140 

Pittston, . 

18    0 

227 

Boothbay, 

1  15    1 

182 

Topsham, 

1  12    0 

lt)4 

Edgecomb, 

.16    1 

113 

Bowdoinham,  . 

1    3    7J 

176 

Winslow, 

1    4  10 

203 

Thomaston,     , 

1    8    3i 

163 

Warren, 

17    6 

143 

Sydney, 

1    3    6i 

100 

Readfield, 

17    8 

218 

Gushing, 

15    0 

99 

Nobleborough, 

17    5i 

91 

Canaan, 

13    0 

250 

Bowdoin, 

1  14    7i 

87 

Norridgewock 

,          11    Oi 

93 

Greene,  . 

13    3i 

117 

Fairfield, 

15    94 

55 

Union,     . 

10    71 

97 

Camden, . 

15    4 

71 

Monmouth, 

12    64 

85 

Moimt  Vemou 

i,         it    24 

82 

Medumcook, 

10    44 

205 

Ballstown, 

.      1    4    6 

82 

Hancock, 

8    01 

121 

Lewistownanc 

1  Gore,  15    9 

100 

Smithfield, 

7    1 

61 


•  Yoifc  poll*  amount  lo  7,OiO. 


486 


PROPORTIONATE  TAXES. 


100  Sandy  River,  •  12  1 
22  Adj.  to  Bowdoin,  2  0 
52        Jones  FlanUtion,        2    8i 


6349  49  11    a 

Plymouth  Company  Lands,  12    6 

50  13  lOi 

Hancock  County. 

237  Penobscot,      .   £1  14  94 
170        Deer  Isle,       .  19  3 
206        Mount  Desert,       1  3  3i 

85        Isleborough,    .  8    6 

82  Goldsborough,  12    5 
129        Vinalhaven,     .  14    2i 

97  Orrington,  •  13    5i 

78  Belfast,  .  .  12    li 

106  Sullivan,  .  10    8 

238  Frankfort,  •  1    7  11 
143  Sedgwick,  .  16    Sh 

83  Bluehill, .  .  14  10^ 
80  Trenton,.  .  13  7i 
45        Bangor,  •        .  6    9 

C  PlanUtion  No.  2,  ^ 
55     <  east  of  Penobscot  >     7    li 

( River,  .  . ) 
34        Adjoining  to  Sullivan,  3    7i 

49  da  Bangor,  5  11} 

50  DuckTrapt     .  4    6} 


1967 


Waldo's  Claim, 


12    9    74 
1    7    6 


200 
64 

57 

60 
62 
50 

493 


WASHINaTON  COUNTT. 

Machias,  .  £1  6  9i 
Plantation  No.  6, 
east  Union  River, 
Plantation  No.13, 
east  Union  River, 
Plantation  No.  5, 
east  Union  River, 
Plantation  No.  4, 
east  Union  River, 
Plantation  No.  8^ 
east  of  Machias, 


4il 
8i 
3 

5  Hi 

3    0 


8 


3    1    11 


Polls. 

9,884 
12,376 
10,1094 

13,9124 
13,762 
3,759 
6,912 
763 
1,121 
6,547 
6,265 
6,484  3 

5,723  9 

6,349 

1,967 

493 


Recapitulation. 

Counties.  On  (he  Thoa. 

Suffolk,         £162  12    Oi 


Essex, 

Middlesex, 

Hampshire, 

Worcester, 

Barnstable, 

Plymouth 


133  19    7 

104  13    44 

111  18    01 

127    5    04 
20  15  11} 

59    9    91 


Duke's  County,  5    9    84 
Nantucket,         6  13    3^ 


Bristol, 

BerksMre, 

York, 

Cumberland^ 

Lincoln, 

Hancock, 

Washington, 


53  19  6} 

52    3  3} 

50    1  9 

43    6  54 

50  13  lOi 

13  17  14 

3    1  1 


13  17    14   106,527 


1,000    0    0 


Though  there  are  Town  valuations  of  property,  prior  to  the 
date  of  the  ensuing  document,  and  pertinent  to  the  subject 
before  us,  yet  they  would  require  too  much  room  for  the  plan 
of  this  work.  It  is  concluded,  that  the  following,  of  a  more 
general  arrangement,  should  receive  a  place  here  for  its  fitness 
to  be  preserved,  as  well  as  for  the  information  it  contains*  See 
a  valuation  on  pages  170,  171,  for  1784 


>  There  are  errors  in  this  and  others  of  these  County  Taxes. 

*  The  given  totals  of  Town  polls  for  York  and  Cumberland,  do  not  agree  with  their  total* 
in  the  County  Aggregates. 


VALUATION. 


i 

im0-iiiis.mi^^'n^l 

II 

■■""■"•"M 

,.J-J    .        .»    .|    .     J              g  . 

ft   is 

— 

g|j=|88    -  -J?  a-f       s  s 

P! 

•™— 

8pj|=|-  s==s|  r-3      -|8 

Ml 

aiinuMaa 

g|ja|sa"  caf=8"5"J    — 1| 

1  n 

5ps|5S    c  8      Jss    -2js 

II 

'—" 

Ili^P'"  ''°''"   -'-  — 15 

II 

■""A 

Ifs'l'l    »"8|  b's-  ''■fa 

ill 

•-»•"•« 

11351"     -a  =|—         -s  s 

1 II 

Ri^oomi^ 

sj»"S-=  -  -  ?-       1  = 

!   S| 

rnrintig 

sps|a«    =    =|-?-        -5s 

1!  II 

iou»a 

§^ss|?a-  «=««S.  RlTs^-s-g  g 

III 

»|gSg»g-   SS"5|-B£g'»-a-|2 

III 

||=s|5j— !a=-  -ssa-s^  || 

Ml 

iin-HoiH 

lll^Si-  Eip-S.  !=s  ?"|i 

III 

1IH9 

|g2|lS="?S"sB.=s==  ="«SI 

III 

■^.„ 

gl6.ll5i!''-6==6|-"=*-8-»?8 

HI 

1 

f 
S 

bill: r 

Mf-,"-" *■ 

ll's ■■■• '■ 

|ll'.|....l.-.t. f.-l- 

flMiiifiMttiil 

iiiiJiiJllli«iiiiiiJi' 

Hi' I' 

•f  j  ■  '1  ■ 

488 


VALUATION. 


5? 


sS 


O 


W.U  im^A  %  III llitiiiiii 


a'^'ll*'  SS»S*«5  8  s-'lp^sip^ci 


MOXONIHIT^ 


is-si  s  §  S5III I  § 


*X303MT[{ 


mcN     com   QO 


'Mioamq 


ar 


«)      — O-^    CO      Ok    COOI«M-*    lA 
0S  *^  ^i^    ^w  ^ 


■aiiTimxiicA^ 


^    82"'"*®*  M    * 


Sj^-^g-og 


•-ivaDv 


*>«iHflnag 


V  to     t-  fcf* gp 


ft  «ft  «  of  00  «  *  «  —  2 


li?' 


*ms&ta9«0jy^ 


^     n    ^     ^     ««        •«  #^         •«     »      «k 


0»r««r» 


III    IslslStlSM 


•"»A 


iSS*— " 


*xnaaxiCT2j 


S  §**SS  I 


xifaoQiaxaa 


& 


-  3- 


^ Ifsig It       f II    SIsiiS 


to     ^ 


'niTxtiiiTg 


2    5? 


^  — r*»<» 


I 


s  6 1  ifsssinil 


noxiivg 


_««»P.ak  ^A^CO^K*^        Of 

^a        «%    ««    ^    •»    «k      •«         K 


r-op  — o 


I    flf'^iSill? 


•HXaOHXlJ 


o  oooooio^  a     of 


.5 


I 
"8 


9 

•5 
8 

Is 

a 

I 

•a 

3 


I  i.    I  RiJIIIsMl  I 

•H q>  lA  _-< ■*         <w 


•niRMMTH 


•4i.«-0 


V     ^    »     f^    f^        v« 


§§e| 

c5   Rov A 


$  s 


S       g  |S2g82*-»aS 


■x«tciaai|| 


« 


I 


g  2-^'a*- ^  tf  fe     "^  "^  -"  ^'-"-^  "^  "^  ^ 


§%    ^S8'^>-"5'' 


•istfa 


§1211  ^  I IIPl I  I  I II 1=  ^II^^BJ 


O 

1 


SI 


eor^oims  n 

^«  »*  p*  "•  »H     O) 


et 


S  '^  S  SiS 


'miojjag 


.^W-"J1»1  ■'»iK« 


«tiis  i  t  mil  1 1 


l^«-i— o 


Q  oiiAo<nm  r>     jo 


N   »-i   e   CO  r-^  &  81^  Sod  no 


M 

O 

> 


e 


H 

t 

4 


•  'I  'i  •§  J  -Iff  "S  •|'• 
•  •©  'Zp ••  "s  'ii  *• 

'    -5    -5    -3    -S-g    £ 


I- 


•  •  ■  • 


u 


4 


• -.  sill  i  i-^ 'I 


s 
2 

s 


•  B 
1 


X 


JitPl 


S   oB.S^  S  «s  «Js  °jS  S-^'S      B  e  S  o 

's's'o'S's'slZ  Sj*^  s^li ;  l^  I 


USX444:. 


3  5  S  8  S  3  SB  » ©5 8 5 8 S  is  o  s  « 


VALUATION. 


489 


-8 

6 


1 


;2 


*«mMtii)  00  Xmon 


eoooo 
ooeen 


00 


veoo 


oooovso 


'Oao-^(Ot«     loo     eofoooe^ 


Cit    ^    •»    ^   •>«   ^         «»   ^  ^         «%    >»    ^ 


■ootmmaioo    jo    )aaooi«    ivnaay 


ooo 
met 


*ioj  pred  loa  jo  joj  prad 
'p«ojq«  IO  aiooqr  )«  *atipQ«i|9Ji»ia 
piri  uiVM  ^vpooa  *8p«ji  u{  ^oa\» 
•|0i|ii   ^oofljod   iioAO  JO  )aaoaiy 


^(emeote^roo^eeioeone 
a>N9eomr«oeoo-4r»eoooe 


■iimq  Xn  of  uopfoqipoit 
aqi  Xq  p|9q  qoo|s  jo  )aaoura  oiu, 


oe^ 

ooe 


*noiit  ra  *iopioqqoo|fl 
Xn  o|  fao(aq  Avm  ■«  qont  jo  OAit 
-n|3x»  io  *iaa>v  lot  qiiM  so  *^nw^ 
Xdi  ui  paifMidop  M  X«ui  fi  qaoi  f  o} 
•pii|aiu  'pvnf  no  Aoooin  jo  lonoiay 


^aoooQ«eeee<eeioee«e«) 
.okoomooneeoioo^QOoioaei 

^§.«i|8§iiilim§» 


s 

s 


poira/i  JO  nin  JO  i^unooi  laqio  nv 


•H  ^01  ^iO«D^eooir«<oeo«oao 
^^•otoiomr-^e^aD^ner*e 


f-^ 

* 

s 


naMO^o}  no  )oa  *<nv.Q 


^PjJtP  iiijiij 


^  00<O       t*  *^ 


ot 


00 

i 

s 


•jaoo  iod  s  )«  *oma 


.eoto-^r^teoo     ce  lo  n  lo  m  «o -^ 

s  8  *    *  "^  t»       »-i 


nnao  xod  9 1«  'toivis 
'n  *?)  JO  X)unaoa  popoiy  jo  ^anooiy 


O 

•I 

> 

M 

o 
hi 

s 

M 

i: 

s 


»• 
^ 


»*"--"    aSs"    5-5       2 

H  X  5  •>  r!^  O        S  Z  "  J  o  IB 

iSiSiss-'ilssli 


a. 


4M  STATE  DEBT  ASSUMED. 

Concerning  Taxation  from  1793  to  1847. 

1793,  Jan.  31.  With  reference  to  their  pecuniary  concemS| 
the  Representatives  answer  a  speech  of  Governor  Hancock. 
An  extract  follows : — '<  We  are  sensible,  that  the  creditors  of 
this  Commonwealth  have  no  direct  demand  on  any  other  gov- 
ernment than  this.  Various  causes  have  concurred  to  prevent 
or  delay  the  full  payment  of  their  just  demands.  This  delay 
has  been  attended  with  many  inconveniences  to  them,  and  is 
painful  to  us.  But  we  trust  that  the  period  is  not  far  distant, 
when  we  shall  be  able  to  fulfil  our  engagements  in  a  manner 
that  may  prove  satisfactory  to  our  creditors,  and  least  burden- 
some to  our  constituents."  In  conformity  with  this  passage, 
our  Legislature  were  still  hoping,  that  the  stronger  hand  of 
Congress  would  interpose  and  roll  off  their  weight  of  responsi- 
bility, so  that  they  need  not  assess  the  inhabitants  of  Massa- 
chusetts for  the  funds  to  accomplish  so  desirable  a  work. 

1794,  What  our  Commonwealth  earnestly  desired  and 
sought,  is  chiefly  granted  to  them.  It  having  appeared  to  the 
national  government,  that  Massachusetts,  next  to  South  Caro- 
lina, was  the  largest  creditor  of  the  United  States  for  advances 
in  the  Revolutionary  contest,  Congress  conclude.  May  31,  to 
make  another  assumption  of  a  great  portion  of  our  State  debt. 
In  view  of  this  fact.  Governor  Adams  speaks  of  our  finances 
as  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Twenty  years  had  passed  since 
such  language  was  heard  from  our  chief  magistrates.  Prom 
the  time  when  the  blood  and  treasure  of  Massachusetts'  sons 
began  to  be  offered  on  the  altar  of  liberty,  there  had  been  con- 
tinual appeals  either  for  the  people  to  use  their  property  for  the 
public  cause,  or  to  come  forward  and  pay  the  demands  for 
loans  and  services.  Glad  indeed  must  have  been  the  sound, 
that  so  perplexing  a  period  had  passed,  and  a  brighter  day  had 
appeared. 

1795,  Feb.  25.  For  lessening  the  claims  of  our  public 
treasury,  it  is  enacted,  that  £12,000  of  the  tax,  appointed  the 
year  before,  called  No.  11,  shall  be  reserved  to  pay  interest  on 
our  consolidated  and  funded  debt. 

As  confirmation  of  what  Congress  had  required,  our  Legis- 
lature pass  a  law,  that,  from  the  1st  of  September,  dollars. 
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cents  and  mills  shall  be  the  money  of  account  in  Massachusetts* 
Hence,  instead  of  having  our  tax,  the  succeeding  year,  appear, 
in  its  general  and  particular  assessments,  under  the  long  estab- 
lished denominations  of  pounds,  shillings,  pence  and  farthings, 
we  have  them  modified  to  suit  the  new  arrangement.  Such 
costumes  of  ancient  English  requisition  are  laid  aside  for  others, 
less  calculated  to  remind  us  of  our  former  relation,  as  colonists 
and  subjects  of  a  Crown,  and  more  suited  to  keep  in  view  our 
associations  as  the  free  people  of  a  Republic. 

June  3.  Gov.  Samuel  Adams's  speech  to  the  General 
Ck)urt  furnishes  the  succeeding  paragraph.  "  The  Legislature 
will  no  doubt  continue  to  guard  the  public  credit,  by  adequate 
provisions  for  discharging  the  interest,  and  finally  sinking  the 
principal  of  our  public  debt.  The  sale  of  the  vacant  lands, 
and  the  debts  due  to  the  Treasury,  will  contribute  to  ease  the 
people  from  too  great  a  burthen  of  direct  taxes."  The  Coun- 
cil in  their  reply  of  the  6th,  thus  express  themselves.  "  The 
adequate  provision  which  has  been  made  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest  on  the  debt  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  favor* 
able  operation  of  the  system  adopted  for  its  gradual  reduction, 
afford  us  much  satisfaction,  and  we  are  happy  in  the  reflection, 
that  the  accomplishment  of  those  interesting  objects  will  be 
materially  aided  by  resources  independent  of  a  tax  upon  the 
citizens." 

1798,  Jan.  12.  After  referring  to  the  embarrassments  of  our 
commerce  on  account  of  the  European  war,  and  to  the  dues  in 
favor  of  our  Commonwealth  to  clear  itself  from  debt.  Governor 
Sumner  makes  the  ensuing  remark.  "  This  shows  the  effect 
of  the  plan  adopted  for  the  reduction  of  our  debt,  and  cannot 
fail  of  encouraging  you  to  persevere  in  a  system  so  obviously 
beneficial,  because  it  will  enable  the  public  to  discharge  its 
debt,  without  the  necessity  of  any  addition  to  the  usual  taxes, 
which  are  requisite  for  the  support  of  Government." 

June  20.  Strongly  apprehensive  lest  the  policy  of  Franee 
would  drive  our  country  into  a  war,  and  the  toil  of  heavy  tax- 
ation be  again  demanded  for  supplies  to  defend  our  free  insti- 
tutions, the  General  Court  appropriate  $50,000  to  military 
purposes. 

1799,  Jan  11.      Having  in  view  such  anxiety,   Governor 
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Sutnner  observes,  "In  every  age  arises  a  series  of  daties  and 
trials  peculiar  to  itself.  Scarce  had  we  begun  to  feel  the  happy 
effects  of  the  mildest,  and,  I  believe,  the  wisest  government 
the  world  had  ever  known,  ere  the  convulsions  of  European 
nations  threatened  to  involve  that  of  the  American.  But 
thanks  to  our  political  pilots,  whose  penetration  discovered  our 
danger  and  whose  wisdom  and  patriotism  directed  them  to  a 
system  of  impartial  neutrality  as  the  surest  means  of  avoiding 
impending  evil." 

In  reply  to  the  speech  of  Lt.  Gov.  Moses  Gill,  dated  June  13, 
1799,  the  Representatives  thus  express  themselves.  "The 
state  of  the  Treasury  is  grateful  to  our  feelings,  and  honorable 
to  the  financial  policy  of  our  predecessors.  We  contemplate 
with  pleasure,  the  tranquil  and  happy  situation  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. Our  Federal  Constitution  was  the  result  of  a 
common  sense  of  public  danger,  and  of  a  general  conviction  of 
the  total  inefficiency  of  our  old  Confederation.  In  its  formation 
it  was  the  work  of  the  whole  American  People.  In  its  execu- 
tion it  has  been  upheld  by  their  virtues  and  supported  by  their 
affection.  If  there  have  been  any  deluded  citizens  who  have 
looked  upon  the  Federal  Government  with  a  jealous  and  jaun- 
diced eye,  their  numbers  must  at  this  moment,  be  too  inconsid- 
erable to  be  dangerous.  We  are  happy  in  the  full  conviction" 
that  such  <^are  fast  returning  to  a  just  sense  of  their  national 
character." 

1801,  Jan.  23.  Referring  to  the  want  of  energy  in  our  na- 
tional Government  under  the  Confederation,  when  they  were 
authorized  to  call  on  the  States  for  Taxes,  and  each  of  them 
was  much  deficient  as  to  paying  such  demands,  and  then  to  the 
advantages  of  the  subsequent  Constitution,  Governor  Strong 
speaks  of  Massachusetts  in  particular.  His  wordis  follow. 
"  The  people  of  this  State  will  recollect,  that  when  the  Con- 
stitution was  formed,  they  were  oppressed  with  an  almost  in- 
supportable weight  of  taxes,  and  that  with  all  their  exertions 
it  was  difficult  for  them  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  State  debt. 
By  the  settlement  of  the  public  accounts,  and  the  assumption 
of  the  balance  due  to  us  by  the  national  government,  we  are 
relieved  from  the  burden.  Our  present  debt  may  soon  be  can- 
celled, if  measures  for  that  purpose  should  be  preferred  to  the 
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payment  of  the  rate  of  interest  which  the  public  creditors  are 
entitled  to, — and  that  no  unusual  taxes  will  be  necessary." 

Thus  were  the  people  of  our  Commonwealth  brought  to  the 
eminence  of  prosperity,  whence  a  fair  prospect  spread  before 
them,  that,  without  inconvenient  efforts,  they  should  soon  close 
the  account,  which  they  had  incurred  in  a  pecuniary  view,  and 
this,  though  immense  in  itself,  was  small  indeed  compared 
with  the  other  sufferings  of  the  Revolutionary  struggle — for 
the  defence  of  their  rights  and  the  security  of  their  freedom. 

1802,  March  10.  Preceptors  of  incorporated  Academies,  be- 
gin to  be  numbered  among  the  exempts  from  Taxation. 

1803,  March  8.  As  a  striking  contrast  between  the  language 
of  Governor  Strong's  speech  at  this  date,  and  that  of  his  pre* 
decessors  in  office,  when  the  mountain-like  burden  of  taxes  bore 
upon  the  people,  we  have  the  succeeding  passage.  '<  Our  fel* 
low  citizens,  during  the  last  year,  have  pursued  their  employ- 
ments with  industry  and  success.  This  state  of  society  is  fa- 
vorable to  public  happiness,  and  must  give  peculiar  pleasure  to 
you,  gentlemen,  as  it  prevents  the  embarrassments,  which  you 
might  experience  in  a  more  unprosperous  condition,  and  renders 
your  legislative  duties  easy  and  agreeable." 

May  31.  Governor  Strong  remarks  to  both  Houses  of  the 
Legislature,  concerning  taxes,  <<I  hope,  that  upon  comparing 
the  funds  and  revenues  of  the  State  with  the  necessary  expen- 
ses, you  will  find  that  provision  may  be  made  for  the  payment 
of  part  of  the  remaining  debt  in  the  course  of  the  present  year, 
without  exposing  the  treasury  to  embarrassment."  Thus  a 
relic  of  former  credits,  necessarily  obtained  for  most  pressing 
purposes,  still  continued  to  remind  the  partakers  of  prosperous 
liberty,  that  their  heritage  was  bought  with  no  ordinary  price. 
No  people  were  ever  injured  by  thus  bringing  to  mind  the 
cost  of  their  privileges.  It  awards  gratitude  to  benefactors, 
cultivates  humility  under  the  smiles  of  success,  and  imparts 
preparation  for  coming  experience. 

1807,  Jan.  7.  Bearing  on  the  subject  of  taxation.  Governor 
Strong  observes,  <^  Notwithstanding  the  frequent  reduction  of 
our  State  debt,  since  the  close  of  the  war  in  which  it  was  in- 
curred, it  still  amounts  to  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six  thousand 
dollars,  the  interest  of  which  at  five  per  cent,  has,  for  a  number 
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of  years,  been  regularly  paid.  I  think  you  will  endeavor  to 
provide  for  the  redemption  of  the  principal  as  soon  as  conveni- 
ently may  be." 

1808,  Nov  10.  Referring  to  a  misapplication  of  the  State 
funds,  the  Representatives  answer  a  clause  of  Gov.  Sullivan's 
message  in  the  succeeding  language.  "  As  taxes  are  laid  and 
levied  by  the  assent  of  the  people  for  the  necessary  support  and 
defence  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  for  the  preservation  and 
protection  of  its  inhabitants,  a  mismanagement  of  our  fiscal  af- 
fairs, and  the  unconstitutional  application  of  the  public  money 
to  other  than  the  public  use,  affect  us  with  the  most  serious 
concern."  The  Senate  observe  on  the  same  topic,  "  The  defi- 
ciency in  the  Treasury,  arising  from  an  unjustifiable  and  unpre- 
cedented abuse  of  the  confidence  necessarily  reposed  in  the  late 
Treasurer,  has  excited  unusual  uneasiness  and  alarm  among  the 
citizens  of  this  Commonwealth." 

1810,  Feb.  28.  A  resolve  is  passed  to  allow  $11,025  78  for 
services  of  troops  and  others  in  the  late  apprehended  insurrec- 
tion in  Kennebec  County.  This  sum,  being  an  uncommon 
item  of  the  State  tax,  is  therefore  mentioned.  To  pay  it,  the 
Treasurer  was  authorized,  the  3d  of  March,  to  borrow  $12,000 
of  the  Hallowell  and  Augusta  Bank. 

June  7.  Referring  to  the  perilous  relations  of  our  country  to 
England  and  France,  and  its  political  divisions,  Governor  Gerry 
speaks  of  its  alarming  prospect.  To  human  appearance,  the 
means  of  our  population  for  meeting  the  taxes  likely  to  be 
needed  and  required,  would  become  less  and  less,  until  they 
would  know,  from  bitter  experience,  some  of  the  trials  attend- 
ant and  consequent  on  the  Revolutionary  contest. 

1812,  June  23.  As  one  means  to  keep  the  taxes  from  an 
alarming  increase,  the  General  Court  require  the  Banks  within 
the  Commonwealth,  and  doing  business  on  the  first  Monday  of 
next  October,  to  pay  the  State  Treasurer  one-half  per  cent,  on 
their  stock,  semi-annually.  This  source  of  income,  though 
then  considerable,  has  been  more  than  quadrupled  since. 

1813,  Feb.  27.  As  Governor  Strong  had  constitutional  sera- 
pies  against  allowing  detached  militia  of  Massachusetts  to  be 
marched  by  absolute  order  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  any  position,  and  the  latter  functionary  declined  to 
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furnish  our  troops  with  arms^  as  means  of  defence,  our  Legisla- 
ture grant  $100,000  to  the  Governor  to  be  expended  for  such 
occasions.  This  and  other  similar  calls  on  the  Treasury  added 
to  the  general  tax  of  18 15. 

June  10.  It  is  resolved,  that  the  valuation  established  on 
the  30th  of  January,  1812,  <<  be  so  far  amended,  as  that  the 
rateable  polls  shall  be  estimated  at  one  mill  each  on  the  sum  of 
$1,000,  in  all  taxes  hereafter  to  be  assessed  on  the  several 
towns,  districts  and  plantations  in  this  Commonwealth;  and 
that  the  said  valuation  be  made  to  conform  to  the  estimation  of 
the  polls  as  aforesaid."  This  was  an  indication,  which  ac- 
corded with  fact,  that  property  in  Massachusetts  had  increased 
in  a  far  greater  ratio  than  population. 

1814,  Jan.  12.  With  regard  to  the  expenses  of  the  war. 
Governor  Strong  says :  <<  A  large  national  debt  has  been  already 
incurred  and  is  continually  increasing,  and  must  entail  upon 
the  present  generation  and  their  posterity  the  burdens  of  direct 
and  oppressive  taxes." 

June  14.  As  having  a  prospective  reference  to  taxa- 
tion, the  subsequent  order  was  adopted  by  the  Legislature* 
''Whereas  in  the  progress  of  the  war,  in  which  the  United 
States  are  unhappily  engaged,  the  British  armed  ships  on  the 
coast  have  lately  burnt,  and  otherwise  destroyed,  a  number  of 
vessels  in  the  bays,  ports,  harbors  and  coves  of  this  Common- 
wealth, and  it  being  uncertain  what  farther  evils  may  be  con- 
sequent upon  the  war,  and  what  measures  it  may  be  necessary 
for  this  Commonwealth  to  adopt  to  prevent  the  same  as  far  as 
may  be,  and  afford  due  protection  to  its  citizens."  It  is  there- 
fore resolved,  that  the  Governor  take  the  requisite  steps  for  de- 
fence, and  that  he  have  power  to  borrow  from  our  banks  one 
million  of  dollars. 

Oct.  5.  The  chief  magistrate  addresses  the  General  Court 
in  a  special  session.  After  stating  the  capture  of  some  ports  in 
Maine  by  the  English,  he  remarks,  "It  is  an  obvious  reflection, 
that  the  limited  sources  of  revenue,  which  the  State  has  re- 
tained in  its  own  power,  bear  no  proportion  to  the  expenses 
hereby  incurred,  and  if  those  efforts  are  much  longer  required, 
the  State  will  find  it  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 

1  AAerwardfl  furoUbed  by  order  of  the  President. 
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provide,  even  in  the  first  instance  for  the  requisite  expenditures." 
An  allusion  is  here  made  to  the  income  of  our  commerce^  as 
given  up  by  Massachusetts  under  the  national  Constitution, 
which  was  their  chief  dependence  for  discharging  debts  until 
the  adoption  of  that  instrument. 

Oct.  15.  The  report  of  a  Committee  on  the  Governor's 
message  has  the  succeeding  extract.  '^The  state  of  the  na- 
tional treasury  requires  an  augmentation  of  existing  taxes ;  and 
if,  in  addition  to  these,  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  deprived 
of  their  commerce  and  harassed  by  a  formidable  enemy,  are 
compelled  to  provide  for  the  indispensable  duty  of  self-defencei 
it  must  soon  become  impossible  for  them  to  sustain  this  burden." 
Then,  in  view  of  what  had  passed  between  our  Legislative 
authorities  and  those  of  the  General  Government,  on  the  subject 
of  defending  our  coast  and  other  points,  it  proposes  a  Conven-> 
tion  at  Hartford,  composed  of  delegates  from  Massachusetts  and 
the  rest  of  the  New  England  States,  for  the  chief  purpose  of 
modifying  the  Constitution  of  our  Country. 

1816,  Jan.  18.  Gov.  Strong's  speech  to  the  Senate  and 
Representatives,  mentions  several  interesting  topics.  It  speaks 
of  the  Report,  made  by  the  delegates  to  the  Hartford  Conven- 
tion. It  states  that  some  of  the  Banks  had  declined  to  lend 
money  to  the  Commonwealth.  It  proceeds,  "Besides,  the 
sums  to  be  provided  for  the  payment  of  interest  due  on  the 
money  borrowed,  and  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  government, 
will  be  greater  than  usual,  from  the  failure  of  the  United  States 
to  pay  the  interest  on  their  stock,  and  the  increased  difficulty 
of  collecting  taxes.  These  circumstances  show  the  necessity 
of  speedily  providing  means  for  meeting  expenditures,  which 
the  public  exigencies  may  require.  Indeed,  the  efforts  of  de* 
fensive  preparations,  which  were  made  in  this  State  the  last 
year,  will,  if  continued  at  the  expense  of  the  Commonwealth, 
be  fatal  to  our  finances,  and  will  render  it  necessary  to  impose 
hereafter  such  burdensome  taxes,  as  must  be  extremely  injurious 
to  the  manufactures  and  agriculture  of  the  State  ;  nor  will  all 
the  resources  which  remain  to  us,  be  sufficient,  for  any  length 
of  time,  to  furnish  the  requisite  supplies."  This  was  a  dark 
portraiture  of  the  prospect  before  our  Commonwealth.  Had 
the  conditional  lines,  on  which  it  was  drawn,  become  realities, 
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our  population  would  have  suffered  far  more  tfaaa  they  did  in 
the  warfare  then  waged,  and  would  have  endured  some  of  the 
burdens,  under  which  their  Revolutionary  fathers  had  struggled 
and  staggered.  But  tidings  came  in  a  few  weeks,  that  peace  was 
made,  and  thus  terminated  the  strong  fears,  relative  to  the  in- 
crease of  our  State  debt  and  consequent  taxation. 

Jan.  27.  The  Legislature,  after  approving  the  report,  made 
by  delegates  from  the  States  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island,  from  the  counties  of  Cheshire  and  Grafton  in 
New  Hampshire,  and  the  county  of  Windham  in  Vermont,  and 
convened,  the  15th  of  December,  1814,  at  Hartford,  resolve, 
that  Commissioners  proceed  immediately  to  Washington,  and 
apply  to  the  General  Government  concerning  the  defence  of 
our  own  and  adjacent  States,  *<  and  that,  to  this  end,  a  reason- 
able portion  of  taxes,  collected  within  said  States,  may  be  paid 
into  the  respective  Treasuries  thereof,  and  appropriated  to  the 
balance  due  to  the  said  States." 

June  3.  In  the  speech  of  Governor  Strong,  we  have  the  en* 
suing  passage,  which  holds  a  relation  to  taxes.  ''  Of  the  debt, 
incurred  by  this  Commonwealth  in  the  war  of  the  Revolntioni 
about  $550,000  still  remain  due  to  individual  creditors.  The 
amount  of  this  debt  will  be  considerably  increased  by  our  ex- 
penses in  the  late  war,  exclusive  of  that  part  for  which  we 
have  a  just  claim  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  national  government. 
This  subject  will  require  the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  that 
effectual  provision  may  be  made  for  the  payment  of  the  interest 
punctually,  and  the  gradual  discharge  of  the  principal  as  soon 
as  the  circumstances  of  the  State  will  permit."  The  peaceful 
change  which  had  come  over  our  political  affairs,  rendered  his 
address,  on  this  occasion,  far  more  hopeful,  as  to  our  finances, 
than  its  predecessor. 

1816,  Feb.  16.  As  in  the  late  conflict  with  England  the 
State  Treasurer  could  not  hire  from  the  Banks  all  the  money 
that  he  wanted  for  public  expenditures,  and  as  he  might  again 
be  in  similar  straits,  which  a  resort  to  taxes  could  not  seasona- 
bly remove,  a  law  is  passed,  that  such  Institutions  shall  be  le- 
gally and  proportionably  bound  to  lend  the  Commonwealth  the 
sums,  which  it  may  need. 

Nov.  20.    For  paying  off  some  of  the  State  debt  and  thus 
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preventing  the  need  of  more  than  common  rates  on  the  people, 
our  Legislature  authorize  the  sale  of  shares  in  the  Boston  and 
Union  Banks,  the  former  amounting  to  $600,000  and  the  latter 
to  $200,000. 

Dec.  3.  That  a  similar  object  may  be  compassed,  the  General 
Court  renew  their  instructions,  that  application  be  made  to  Con* 
gress  for  the  large  amount,  which  was  expended  in  the  recent 
war  on  the  national  account.     This  claim  was  $843,349  60. 

1818,  June  2.  In  his  speech.  Governor  Brooks  remarks  on 
our  financial  concerns.  "  For  more  than  twenty  years  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  money  received  into  the  Treasury,  has 
been  derived  from  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  part  of  the 
principal,  of  the  United  States  stock  belonging  to  the  Common- 
wealth." He  then  states  that  this  source  of  revenue  would 
soon  be  exhausted  and  that  some  other  means  must  be  provided. 
He  proceeds,  <' Little  objection  can  bo  urged  against  'the  mode- 
rate  tax  now  laid  on  polls.  But  taxes  on  labor  must  increase 
its  price,  or  be  drawn  from  that  portion  of  the  product  of  it, 
which,  to  maintain  the  laborer  in  full  vigor,  ought  to  be  appro- 
priated to  his  subsistence.  Taxes  on  polls  and  real  estates,  sus- 
ceptible of  being  only  annually  paid,  and  being  slow  and  ex- 
pensive in  collection,  must  be  circumscribed  in  amount.  But 
revenue  derived  from  trade  and  commerce,  from  duties  on  lux- 
uries, and  on  articles  which  are  consumed  or  used  only  by  the 
wealthy,  while  they  admit  of  indefinite  extension,  are  collected 
with  promptness,  with  facility,  and  little  expense."  In  re- 
ply to  the  Governor,  the  Senate  make  the  subsequent  obser- 
vation. "During  the  late  war,  a  direct  tax,  exceeding  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  more  than  four  times  the  amount  of 
our  annual  State  tax,  was  assessed  on  this  Commonwealth  in 
one  year.  Taxes  were  also  laid  on  licenses  to  distillers,  on 
sales  by  auction,  on  licenses  to  retailers,  on  notes,  on  carriages, 
on  household  furniture,  and  various  other  articles.  Now  the  in- 
ternal revenue  laws  are  all  repealed."  The  same  branch  of 
Government  then  express  their  opinion  as  to  the  claims  of  Mas- 
sachusetts against  the  United  States.  They  regret,  that  having 
just  demands,  they  should  have  been  so  long  deferred. 

1820,  March  15.  By  the  separation  of  Maine  from  our 
Commonwealth,  her  taxes  are  to  be  appropriated  for  the  suj^port 
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of  her  own  government.  Thus  a  relation,  sustained  with  inter- 
ruptions to  1692  and  thence  constantly  to  the  present  period^ 
ceases  to  exist. 

1824,  Jan.  7.  As  a  fact,  showing  a  more  favorable  condition 
of  our  fiscal  affairs  than  had  existed  for  the  whole  period  of 
our  Commonwealth,  except  a  year  or  two,  and  thus  represent- 
ing the  affairs  of  our  taxation  with  an  easy  and  pleasant  aspect, 
Governor  Eustis  makes  the  subsequent  observation.  *^  On  the 
first  of  the  present  month,  the  balance  of  property  in  favor  of 
the  Commonwealth,  exclusive  of  the  bank  tax  and  auction 
duty,  amounted  to  $142,522  03." 

From  the  tax  lists  of  this  year,  the  compensation  for  Repre- 
sentatives was  left  off.  Thus  a  practice  which  was  begun  in 
1727,  is  laid  aside  after  a  long  period  of  continuance. 

1826,  Jan.  4  Governor  Lincoln,  after  stating  the  freeoess 
of  the  Commonwealth  from  all  debt,  remarks,  <<  The  omission, 
by  the  last  Legislature,  to  grant  the  customary  annual  tax,  will 
sensibly  diminish  the  revenue  of  the  ensuing  year.  The  only 
resources  which  are  provided,  are  the  bank  tax  and  the  auction 
duties,  both  of  which  are  inadequate  to  the  usual  requirements 
of  the  Treasury.  It  is  worthy  of  serious  consideration,  how 
far  it  can  be  politic,  in  the  present  state  of  our  fiscal  concerns, 
and  until  some  certain  and  ample  means  of  revenue  are  other-* 
wise  created,  to  intermit  the  annual  assessment  of  a  tax,  so 
inconsiderable,  when  compared  with  the  wealth  of  the  State, 
as  not  to  be  felt,  when  it  has  been  imposed,  and  not  even  gen- 
erally to  be  known  when  it  is  omitted."  Very  seldom  had  any 
of  our  chief  magistrates  an  opportunity  to  speak  of  such  omis- 
sions. The  one  now  mentioned,  was  probably  occasioned  by 
dependence  on  arrearages  of  taxes,  due  to  the  State  Treasury 
and  on  the  sale  of  Eastern  lands,  besides  the  income  from  banks 
and  auctions.  It  was  repeated  till  1829,  which  made  a  longer 
suspension  of  assessing  taxes  on  the  Commonwealth,  than  ever 
before  known. 

1828,  Jan.  2.  Referring  to  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, Governor  Lincoln  observes,  "  That  which  expe- 
diency has  failed  to  influence,  necessity  will  now  demand.  As 
was  anticipated  on  the  last  annual  exhibit  of  the  Treasury,  it 
has  resulted,  that,  in  the  omission  to  provide  additional  sources 
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of  income,  the  expenditures  have  greatly  exceeded  the  receipts 
of  the  year,"  by  $63,308  09. 

June  2.  Concerning  this  debt,  the  same  executive  officer 
remarks,  "  With  what  views  of  policy  this  can  be  permitted,  I 
am  wholly  unable  to  comprehend.  It  is  much  truer  of  gov* 
ernments  than  of  individuals,  that  the  want  of  money  is  the 
absence  of  power.  It  has  a  tendency,  in  the  former,  to  repress 
the  public  energies,  to  discourage  a  generous  spirit  of  enter- 
prise, and  to  produce  contracted  and  false  views  of  obligations 
to  the  country.  It  is  anxiously  to  be  looked  to,  that  such 
effects  upon  the  great  and  growing  interests  of  this  Common- 
wealth are  not  now  experienced ;  that  mere  poverty  of  the 
treasury,  while  there  is  abundance  in  the  community,  shall  not 
be  suffered  to  defeat  purposes  of  the  most  desirable  accomplish- 
ment ;  that  a  profitless  objection  of  want  of  present  means,  with 
no  effort  to  obtain  them,  may  not  arrest  the  progress  of  those 
improvements,  which  will  create  wealth,  multiply  resources^ 
and  give  increased  prosperity  to  the  State."  Still  the  General 
Court  ordered  no  tax. 

1829,  Jan.  9.  In  view  of  this  fact,  Governor  Lincoln  ex- 
presses himself  as  follows.  '<  It  is  obvious,  that  without  the 
interposition  of  the  Legislature,  which  can  alone  authorize 
competent  supplies  from  the  abundant  resources  of  the  State, 
this  debt  must  be  rapidly  and  fearfully  augmenting.  At  pre- 
sent, the  Treasury  depends  almost  exclusively  upon  the  Bank 
taxes  and  Auction  duties,  while  every  other  object  and  interest 
are  exempt  from  assessment.  Happily  the  condition  of  the 
Commonwealth  does  not  demand  this  immunity.  A  moderate 
State  tax,  of  just  and  equal  apportionment,  has  never  been 
objected  to,  in  principle,  as  a  measure  of  Revenue,  and  resort 
to  it  seems  now  to  have  become  indispensably  necessary,  to  re- 
plenish an  exhausted  Treasury,  and  provide  against  future  defi- 
ciency." 

May  30.  Still  of  the  same  opinion,  with  regard  to  the  need 
of  a  State  tax,  the  Governor  renews  his  appeal  to  the  General 
Court.  The  Commonwealth  now  owes  $103,000.  "It  is  with 
increased  earnestness  and  solicitude,  that  I  recommend  to  you 
the  grant  of  a  tax,  at  the  present  session,  sufficient  at  least  to 
prevent  any  further  accumulation  of  debt,  and  to  redeem  some 
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part  of  what  is  already  incurred.  The  public  interest  demands 
the  measure."  He  proceeds  to  observe,  that  the  condition  in 
the  charters  of  Banks,  that  they  should  lend  money  to  the  State 
was  not  intended  to  be  enforced  unless  adversity  came  upon  our 
public  affairs.  He,  also,  speaks  of  the  unwillingness,  which 
these  monied  institutions  manifested  when  called  on  to  comply 
with  the  request  of  the  Treasurer  for  continual  loans.  He  then 
asks,  <<  Will  the  people  be  more  ready  to  submit  to  taxation  to  ex- 
tinguish a  debt,  than  they  are  to  prevent  it  from  being  contract- 
ed ?  Will  any  state  of  the  country  better  justify  a  reasonable 
exaction,  than  its  present  peaceful  and  prosperous  condition  i  " 
After  being  thus  repeatedly  addressed  by  the  chief  magistrate, 
the  Legislature  order  a  tax  to  the  amount  of  what  another  was 
in  1824,  except  pay  for  the  Representatives,  which  was  omit- 
ted. The  writer  has  been  thus  particular  on  this  subject,  as 
being  one  of  a  peculiar  aspect  in  its  bearing  on  the  previous 
history  of  taxation.  Never  before  had  our  Commonwealth  in- 
creased demands  on  its  Treasury  without  making  an  ade- 
quate provision  to  meet  them,  when  possessed  of  full  abil- 
ity to  be  thus  punctual.  Whether  the  members  of  our  Gen- 
eral Court  were  so  influenced  by  a  degree  of  reliance  on  what 
was  due  to  Massachusetts  from  the  national  Treasury,  or  by  a 
desire  to  conform  with  the  prevalent  notion,  that  the  least 
money,  paid  for  public  taxes,  was  an  indication  of  the  greatest 
liberty,  no  mattex  how  the  burden  of  supporting  the  Govern- 
ment might  be  derived  from  a  few  sources,  and  thus  a  small 
proportion  of  the  population  do  what  belongs  to  the  whole, — 
is  not  known  to  the  writer. 

June  12.  College  officers.  Preceptors  of  incorporated  acade- 
mies, Latin  Grammar  School  Masters,  and  Ministers  of  the 
Gospel,  are  required  by  law  to  pay  taxes.  An  exception  allows 
the  last  profession  to  be  free  from  taxes  for  charges  of  the 
Parish  over  which  they  are  settled.  Persons  unable  to  pay 
taxes,  and  also  Indians,  who  reside  within  the  State,  are  still 
exempted  from  taxation,  as  they  had  been.  Thus,  by  the  first 
(0£  these  provisions,  was  a  long  established  custom  of  releasing 
the  professions,  therein  designated,  from  taxation,  brought  to  a 
close.  As  eiffly  as  1646,  Magistrates  were  thus  favored,  as  to 
the  sum  of  £600,  if  they  owned  so  much.    Under  the  second 
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Charter,  the  Governor  and  Lt.  Governor,  with  their  familiesi 
were  similarly  released. 

In  1648  and  subsequently,  the  Treasurer  and  Troopers  were 
alike  indulged,  as  a  part  of  their  compensation. 

Ministers  do  not  seem  to  have  been  the  first  on  this  exempt 
list.  Perhaps  they  were  left,  a  considerable  period,  to  try  the 
precept  which  they  enjoined  on  their  people,  to  be  cheerful 
contributors,  on  their  own  experience.  A  law  of  1671,  placed 
them  among  the  non-payers  of  rates,  and  well  it  might,  as  to 
the  greater  part  of  them,  who  had  scarcely  a  penny  for  their 
purse.  But  the  escape  of  a  few,  in  our  age,  from  paying  taxes 
on  large  amounts  of  property,  was  one  principal  means  of  bring- 
ing their  whole  cloth  into  the  tribute  line. 

Among  the  schoolmasters  who  came  in  for  the  benefit  of  the 
law,  was  Edward  Mills.  He  states  that  in  1710,  he  was  freed 
from  rates,  because  he  kept  a  Grammar  school  in  Boston.  But 
when  he  instructed  a  hundred  scholars,  in  1727,  as  many  again 
as  his  other  school  contained,  he  was  called  on  by  the  tax 
gatherer,  seeing  he  did  not  teach  them  grammar,  as  the  act 
required.  Still  he  was  not  discouraged.  He  thought  that  no 
such  exception  should  prevail  against  him.  He  petitioned 
the  General  Court,  and  they  released  him  from  taxes. 

The  rating  for  faculties^  which  was  long  a  prominent  item 
in  our  former  tax  acts,  and  not  unfrequently  made  a  subject  of 
pleasant  remark,  has  been  dropped,  like  other  notions  of  ancient 
custom. 

1831,  March  10.  As  having  an  immediate  relation  to  taxes, 
Governor  Lincoln  informs  the  General  Court,  that,  towards  the 
charges  of  Massachusetts  against  the  United  States,  for  dis- 
bursements in  the  last  war  with  England,  there  had  been  re-* 
ceived  $419,748  20.  Thus,  after  years  of  strenuous  exertion 
by  the  legislative  authorities  of  our  Conunonwealth,  a  part  of 
its  claim  was  satisfied,  without  any  purpose  to  relinquish  the 
balance.  Of  the  sum  so  obtained,  $133,200  w^re  paid  to  tlie 
State  of  Maine ;  $281,000  >  were  let  to  sevtsral  banks  in  Boston 
at  6  per  cent.  So  favored  in  this  and  other  sources  of  revenoSf 
the  Greneral  Court,  from  the  present  year,  deemed  it  inexpedisiit 


/ 
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1  This  was  add«d  to  Um  fcbool  fiiad  in  1894. 
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to  lay  another  tax  on  polls  and  estates,  until  1844.  So  long 
a  cessation  had  never  before  been  known  in  our  Common- 
wealth. 

1833,  Jan.  8.  With  special  relation  to  the  taxes  of  Massa* 
chasetts,  the  chief  magistrate  observes,  that  while  it  owes 
$170,000,  it  has  available  funds  of  $668,881  22.  This  pre* 
tents  our  fiscal  affairs  with  an  unusually  favorable  aspect,  to 
which  our  Colonial,  Provincial  and  Revolutionary  fathers  were 
strangers. 

1836,  Jan.  15.  Referring  to  the  chief  means  whereby  tax- 
ation on  the  people  at  large  had  been  suspended,  Governor 
Everett  introduces  the  subject  of  transferring  the  Bank  tax 
of  one  per  cent,  from  the  capital  to  the  income.  But  so  reason* 
able  a  change  neither  took  place  then  nor  has  it  since. 

The  Revised  Statutes,  issued  this  year,  compute  polls  for 
taxation,  from  16  to  70.  Thus  they  added  ten  years  to  the 
long  established  period  of  60  years,  and  broke  up  the  almost 
immemorial  data  on  which  the  population  of  Old  as  well  as  New 
England  has  been  reckoned. 

1837,  Jan.  12.  The  Governor  speaks  of  the  surplus  revenue 
in  the  National  treasury,  being  over  thirty-seven  millions  of 
dollars,  and  of  the  proportion,  $1,784,231,  which  bebnged  to 
Massachusetts.  Of  this  sum  our  Commonwealth  receivedy 
the  same  year,  $1,338,173  58,  which  was  distributed  among 
the  towns,  who  applied  it  to  public  purposes.  So  unprece- 
dented a  windfall  would  have  come  in  good  time  had  our 
State  treasury  been  destitute  and  run  upon  for  demands,  as  in 
former  years  of  adversity.  But  however  not  thus  needed,  it 
has  been  so  appropriated  as  to  be  the  source  of  various  and  last- 
ing benefit. 

1838,  Jan.  9.  Governor  Everett's  address  states  that  the 
Auction  and  Bank  taxes,  the  last  year,  were  $435,118,  and 
with  other  income  of  $28,904,  made  an  aggregate  of  $464,022, 
and  that  the  expenditures  for  the  same  time  were  $510,460. 
He  observes,  <<  you  will  doubtless  regard  it  as  a  primary  duty 
to  practise  such  an  economy  of  the  public  funds,  as  will  bring 
the  expenditure  within  the  income  of  the  year." 

1839,  Jan.  10.  The  chief  magistrate  remarks,  that,  owing 
to  the  diminution  of  the  Auction  and  Bank  taxes,  and  if  the 
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Wheat  bounty  should  be  charged  to  the  last  year,  ^<  the  ex- 
penses of  that  year  "  will  be  ''  equal  to  those  of  the  year  pre- 
ceding." He  continues,  While  '<  the  revenue  of  the  State  was 
partly  raised  from  a  State  tax,  accompanied  with  a  provision 
that  the  compensation  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature  should 
be  reimbursed  by  the  towns  to  the  treasury,  the  expenses  of 
the  Commonwealth  were  kept  within  the  limits  of  severe 
economy.  The  rapid  increase  of  revenue  from  the  taxes  on 
Bank  capital  and  Sales  at  Auction,  effected  a  great  change  in  j 

the  financial  system  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  people  were 
relieved  from  the  burden  of  an  annual  State  tax.  The  funds 
accruing  from  other  sources,  such  as  the  sums  received  and  to 
be  received  on  account  of  the  Massachusetts  claim  and  the 
sales  of  Eastern  lands,  and  more  lately  the  Commonwealth's 
share  of  the  surplus  revenue,  have  been  successively  pledged 
or  disposed  of,  in  such  a  way  as  to  yield  no  income,  present  or 
prospective,  toward  the  ordinary  demands  of  the  public  service. 
But  notwithstanding  this  diminution,  the  treasury  continued  to 
enjoy,  up  to  the  commencement  of  the  year  1837,  a  large  and 
growing  income  from  the  taxes  just  named ;  and  a  correspond* 
ing  liberality  was  evinced  in  the  appropriations." 

1840,  Jan.  22.  Governor  Morton's  address  gives  a  more 
sombre  view  of  our  fiscal  concerns  than  those  of  his  predecessors. 
Speaking  of  the  State's  liabilities  on  account  of  Rail-Roads, 
particularly  the  Western  one  to  Albany,  he  says,  '<  which, 
should  they  become  fixed  upon  the  Commonwealth,  would 
continue  a  lien  upon  all  the  immovable  property  within  it, 
that  would  perceptibly  impair  its  value."  It  is  well  for  our 
population,  that  such  public  enterprise,  instead  of  causing  bur- 
thensome  taxes,  have  become  a  source  of  considerable  revenue. 
He  observes,  further,  ^'  For  several  years  our  expenditures  have 
exceeded  our  revenue ;  and  consequently  a  debt  has  been 
accumulating,  which,  if  suffered  to  increase  in  the  same  ratio, 
will  eventually  involve  our  State  in  deep  embarrassment,  and 
subject  ourselves  or  our  posterity  to  onerous  taxation.  We 
present  the  extraordinary  spectacle  of  a  State,  rich  in  its  inter- 
nal resources,  annually  incurring  debts  to  meet  its  current  ex* 
penses." 

184^^an.  6.  '  Governor  Davis,  in  his  address,  presents  a  view 
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of  the  State  Treasury.  <<  The  finances  have  been  a  source  of 
anxious  solicitude,  as,  at  the  commencement  of  the  past  year, 
we  had  a  pre-existing  debt  of  nearly  $300,000,  which  had 
been  created  by  an  excess  of  expenditure  over  the  annual  re- 
ceipts of  the  Treasury."  He  mentions  various  causes,  which 
tended  to  such  a  result.  He  remarks  as  follows.  <<  In  1834, 
the  school  fund  was  established,  which  now  amounts  to  $473, 
000,  and  one  half  of  the  securities  then  held  for  eastern  lands, 
sold  on  credit,  and  one  half  of  the  future  proceeds  of  sales, 
were  appropriated  to  aid  this  fund.  The  amount  thus  derived 
from  lands  is  $170,000.  The  other  half  of  the  annual  accru* 
ing  proceeds  of  the  sales  was  subsequently  pledged  to  the  sink- 
ing fund,  for  the  redemption  of  scrip  issued  to  pay  the  Com- 
monwealth's subscription  to  the  stock  of  the  Western  Rail-road, 
which,  being  added  to  the  above,  makes  $189,000  diverted 
from  the  revenue  applicable  to  ordinary  objects."  He  then 
speaks  of  what  the  Commonwealth  had  contributed  for  the 
Lunatic  Asylum,  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  of 
the  blind,  and  for  the  encouragement  of  Agricultural  Societies. 
On  these  and  other  accounts,  the  revenues  of  the  State  were  not 
sufficient  to  pay  all  its  liabilities.  But  such  were  the  precau- 
tions of  the  General  Court  in  1841,  <<on  the  first  of  January 
current,  the  balance  in  the  Treasury,  after  the  payment  of  ordi« 
nary  and  extraordinary  claims,  and  refunding  all  sums  borrowed 
during  the  year,  amounted  to  $75,046  25.  Thus  we  have 
reached  a  most  important  and  desirable  position,  which  our 
duty  to  the  people  requires  that  we  should  sternly  and  perse- 
veringly  maintain."  He  concludes  this  topic,  after  stating 
these  and  other  particulars,  with  the  observation,  that  they  * 
"  will  place  the  finances  at  the  close  of  the  present  year  in  a 
strong  and  prosperous  condition,  without  resort  to  taxation." 

1843,  Jan.  20.     After  a  full  exposition  on  the  subject  of 

taxes.  Governor  Morton  remarks,  ^<  In  assuming  the  govern- 

ihent  of  the  Commonwealth,  we  find  its  pecuniary  affairs  in  an 

^mbarassed  condition."     By  laying  down  some  of  his  premises, 

different  from  those  of  his  predecessor,  their  conclusions  were 

ftoportionably  diverse. 

March  24.     It  was  enacted  by  the  Legislature  as  follows. 

A  poll  tax  shall  be  assessed  upon  every  male  inhabitant  of 


At 
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this  Gomtnonvealth,  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  seventy 
years,  whether  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  or  an  alien,  ex* 
cept  upon  persons  now  exempt  by  law  from  taxation,  in  the 
manner  heretofore  provided  by  law."  Thus  the  regulation 
for  taxing  polls  undergoes  another  change,  different  from  what 
it  was  formerly.  They  also  passed  an  act,  containing  the  sub- 
sequent clause :  "  For  the  purposes  of  taxation,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  cashiers  of  the  several  banks,  the  clerks  of  the 
several  rail-road  corporations,  and  the  clerks  of  all  insurance 
companies  (except  mutual  insurance  companies)  and  the  clerks 
of  manufacturing,  bridge,  turnpike  and  canal  corporations  in  this 
Commonwealth,  annually,  between  the  first  and  tenth  of  May, 
to  make  returns  in  person  or  by  mail  to  the  assessors  of  every 
city  or  town  in  this  Commonwealth,  in  which  any  share  holder 
in  such  corporations  may  reside." 

1844,  March  16.  The  General  Court  passes  an  act  with  the 
following  sectiou.  "A  poll  tax  shall  be  assessed  upon  every 
male  inhabitant  of  the  Commonwealth  above  the  age  of  sev- 
enty years,  excepting  paupers  and  persons  under  guardianship^ 
whether  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  an  alien,  in  the  man- 
ner heretofore  provided  by  law."  Here  we  have  another  ad- 
vance on  ancient  custom,  just  in  itself,  though  prospectively 
perplexing  to  our  historians  of  future  ages. 

As  a  custom  omitted  for  twelve  years,  the  Legislature  order  a 
Tax  for  $75,000.     A  similar  provision  was  made  the  next  year. 

1845,  Jan.  4  The  Address  of  Governor  Briggs  states,  that 
the  expenditures  of  the  Commonwealth,  being  $462,84482 
were  more  than  its  revenues  in  the  sum  of  $15,008  78.  He 
observes,  that  <^  this  excess  is  explained  by  the  sums  paid  to 
County  Treasurers,  the  Rolls  of  State  Paupers  and  Lunatic  ac- 
counts, and  the  amount  paid  the  militia,  beyond  the  estimates 
for  these  purposes."  He  further  observes,  <<  Whether  a  State 
Tax  will  be  necessary  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Treasury  the 
present  year,  will  depend  very  much  upon  the  amount  of  divi* 
dends  received  from  the  Western  Rail-road,  the  modification  ef 
the  pauper  law,  and  the  expense  of  the  Legislature."  Abui- 
dant  were  the  means  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  exhibited  ly 

• 

the  address,  not  only  to  meet  the  charges  of  its  governmeit, 
but,  also,  to  carry  out  its  noble  plans  of  internal  improvenont 
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and  still  nobler  plans  of  education  and  charity.  Striking  is 
the  contrast  between  such  means  and  those  of  our  Goloniali 
Provincial  and  State  authorities,  prior  to  1788,  who  were  often 
severely  tried  in  being  forced  to  strain  every  power  to  keep  the 
public  credit  from  utter  ruin.  Then,  however  extended  their 
wishes  to  promote  the  general  interests,  they  were  denied,  in 
order  to  save  the  sinking  Commonwealth. 

1846,  Jan.  13.  Governor  Briggs,  in  his  Address,  makes  the 
following  remarks.  "  It  is  confidently  believed  that  no  State 
Tax  will  be  necessary  to  enable  the  treasury  to  meet  the  de- 
mands upon  it  for  the  coming  year.  To  this  end,  I  recommend 
a  most  rigid  scrutiny  into  every  branch  of  expenditure,  and  if 
any  item  is  found  not  called  for  by  the  public  interest,  that  it 
be  curtailed.  Liberal  appropriations  of  money  for  meritorious 
objects,  within  the  appropriate  sphere  of  legislative  provisions, 
and  not  a  dollar  for  a  useless  office,  or  an  unnecessary  purpose, 
is  true  economy."  This  is  a  principle,  which  must  approve  it- 
self to  the  perception  of  every  intelligent  and  patriotic  mind. 
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COUNTY  AND  TOWN  TAXES. 


KENNEBECK. 


T0WV8. 
Augusta,     . 

Gardiner,    . 

Monmouth, . 

Greene, 

Leeds, 

Winthrop,  . 

Readfield,   . 

Wayne, 

Fayette, 

Mount  Vernon, 

Belgrade^    • 

Sy&ey, 

WaternQe, 

West  Pond, 

Rome,         • 

Vienna, 

New  Sharon, 

Chesterville, 

WUton,       . 

Farmittgton, 

Pittston, 

Vassalborough, 

Harlem, 

Winslow,    . 

Fairfax, 

Clinton, 

Unity, 

Malta, 

Temple, 

Twenty-five  Mile 

Plaxitation, 
China, 
Joy,    . 
Dearborn,   . 
Freedom,    • 


Pond 


Rep'g  Pay. 
tll8  00 

State  Tax. 

lUp'f  Pay. 

tiBOOO 

Stale  Tax. 

t202  66 

•220  00 

298  00 

216  00 

194  00 

281  33 

68  00 

102  00 

168  00 

157  33 

58  00 

^33 

104  00 

136  00 

30  00 

96  66 

52  00 

144  00 

36  00 

80  83 

52  00 

118  67 

80  00 

201  33 

5200 

204  00 

42  00 

160  00 

80  00 

178  67 

72  00 

46  00 

80  00 

18  00 

78  66 

36  00 

82  67 

78  00 

110  66 

52  00 

116  00 

18  00 

61  33 

52  00 

80  00 

600 

142  66 

5800 

185  33 

84  00 

112  00 

104  00 

14133 

12  00 

13  33 

3933 

34  66 

48  00 

52  00 

57  33 

52  00 

9600 

20  00 

52  00 

40  00 

5ft  00 

66  67 

149  33 

76  00 

202  67 

18  00 

102  00 

52  00 

126  67 

118  00 

204  00 

164  00 

262  67 

70  66 

108  00 

43  67 

42  00 

74  66 

96  33 

28  00 

40  00 

96  00 

86  33 

84  00 

78  66 

123  00 

103  67 

28  00 

53  33 

48  00 

69  33 

38  00 

42  67 

• 

3867 

12  00 

64  00 

63  00 
14  67 
36  00 

52  00 

18  67 

1,214  00 

3,604  58 

2,148  00 

8^633  85 
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533 


OXFORD. 


Years, 


Towns. 
Paris,  . 
Hebron, 
Buckfield, 
Turner, 
Livermore, 
Hartford, 
Sumner, 
Norway, 
Fryeburff, 
Brownfield, 
Hiram, 
Porter, 
Lovell, 
Waterford, 
Albany, 
Bethel, 
Jay,     . 
Dixfield, 
Holmanston, 
Rumford,     • 
East  Andover, 


1810. 


Rep's  Pay. 
f  86  00 
20  00 
16  00 
44  00 
18  00 
16  00 

34  00 

22  00 


48  00 

96  00 
56  00 


State  Tax. 

$129  33 

136  00 

129  33 

152  00 

84  00 

46  66 

57  33 

77  33 

128  00 

40  00 

14  66 

17  33 

40  00 

86  66 

17  a3 

89  33 

73  33 

11  33 

11  33 

40  00 

21  33 


456  00    I    1,402  61 


Denmark, 

Gilead, 

Newry, 

Greenwood, 

Woodstock, 

Sweden, 

Weld, 

Thompsontown,  or  Lunt's  Grant,  No.  1, 

Howard's  Gore, 

Mexico, 

Bradley's  Grant, 

No.  1  Letter  A, 

No.  2,  Letter  A, 

No.  6,         ...... 


No.  7,  ..••••• 

Na  8,         ....... 

Academy  Land,  adjoining  Lovell, 
Academy  Land,  adjoining  Gilead, 

Township  No.  4, 

Surplus  township.  Letter  3,  to  J.  Peck, 
Tract,  Letter  D,  to  J.  Gardner,    . 
Tract,  Letter  E,  to  J.  Cummins,  . 
Town  No.  1, 1st  range,  to  M.  Abbot,'  . 

No.  2,  /'        "    to  T.  Service, . 

No.  3,  "        "    to  T.  Service, . 

Na3,  2d       n    to  W.Gilbert, 

No.  3,  3d   "to  A.  Cutter,  . 

— —  No.  4,  3d   "  to  Dunlap  and  Grant, 


67 


1820. 


Rep's  Pay. 

$158  00 


46  00 

122  00 

46  00 


136  00 
48  00 
48  00 


52  00 

46  00 
52  00 


104  00 


46  00 


State  Tax. 

$153  33 

146  67 

150  67 

162  67 

166  67 

78  67 

74  67 

122  67 

145  33 

42  67 

33  33 
28  00 
42  67 

106  67 
18  67 
88  00 

138  67 

34  67 

74  67 

28  00 


41  33 
18  67 
22  67 
17  33 
14  67 

28  00 
13  33 

5  33 
10  67 

13 

6  67 
6  53 
627 
6  93 
6  40 

1  07 
4  00 
6  67 

2  93 


4 
4 
5 
4 
11 
5 
3 
2 


67 
67 
07 
53 
46 
73 
07 
93 


904  00 


2,099  10 


684 
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SOMERSET. 


Years, 


Towns. 
Norridgewock, 
Cuiaan, 
Fairfield,     . 
Adsod, 
Starks, 
Mercer, 
Industry,     . 
New  Vineyard, 
Strong, 
Embden,     . 
New  Portland,  (late  7 

mile  Brook, 
Madison,     . 
Comville,    • 
Athens, 
Harmony,    . 


1810. 


Hep's  Pay. 
$122  00 
68  00 

30  00 
32  00 




I      252  00 


State  Tax. 

$86  66 

101  33 

113  33 

49  33 

64  00 

20  00 

24  00 

37  33 

30  66 

24  00 

20  00 

26  66 
36  00 
18  66 
16  00 


667  96 


Avon, . 

Freeman, \ 

Palmyra, [       [ 

Solon, ] 

St  Albans,  •       .       .        .        . 

North  HUl, 

Bloomfield, '    . 

Bingham, \       [ 

phifiiM, ; 

Eongneld, 

Moscow, 

Corinna, [        * 

Ripley, [       [ 

Sebasticook,  including  Na  5, 2d  range,      ! 

Warsaw,  late  Snakeroot  Hill,      . 

Township  No.  7,  7th  range, 

Bingham,  No.  1,  east  side  Kennebec  River, 

Township  No.  3, 1st  range,  east  side  Kennebec  River, 

No.  2,  2d 


No.  3,  2d 
No.  1, 1st 
No.  2, 1st 
No.  1, 2d 
No.  2, 2d 
No.  3, 1st 


n 
n 
It 

H 

It 


It 

west  side 
ti 
II 


ft 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 


It 
II 
II 
11 
It 
II 


granted  to  J.  Warren, 


north  of  Plymouth  claim  } 


Part  of  town  No.  5, 2d  range,  granted  to  J.  Barrett, 
One  million  acres,  Kennebec  tract,  granted  to 
W.  Bingham, 

Part  of  township  No.  5»  2d  range,  gitnted  to  w! 
Shepard, 


1820. 


Rep's  Pay. 

$52  00 
28  00 
52  00 
52  00 


52  00 


52  00 


114  00 


State  Tax. 
$96  67 
65  90 
141  33 
6133 
8133 
46  67 
49  33 
45  33 
45  33 
34  67 

38  67 

74  67 
52  00 
37  33 
30  67 


26  67 

25  33 

24  00 

34  67 

933 

933 

83  43 

12  00 

17  33 

533 

533 

933 

933 

827 

800 

533 


533 

4  00 


9  33 


169  34 


402  00 


Ii384a4 
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686 


PENOBSCOT. 


Years, 

Towns. 

Bangor, 

Orono, 

Hampden, 

Dizmont, 

Hennon,  ,       ,       .       •       • 

Carmel, 

Lovant,   •••••• 

Corinth,  ..•••• 

Exeter, 

New  Charlestown,  .... 

Grarland, 

Sangenolle, 

Sebec, 

Fozcioft, 

Dexter, 

Guilford, 

Orrington, 

Eddii^^n, 

Brewer, 

Newport, 

Newbur^h,  late  No.  2,  Ist  range,     . 
Township  No.  4^  3d  range, 
Na  1, 3d  range,      .        .       .       • 
No.  3,  3d  range,      .... 
No.  1, 4th  ranffe,     .       .       •       • 
Blakesburg,  No.  1, 5th  range, . 
No.  1,  6th  range,     .... 
Atkinson,  late  No.  3,  6th  range. 
No.  3, 6th  range,     .... 
Williamsburg,         .... 

Brownville. 

Sunk  Haze, 

NichoPs  Stream,  .  •  .  • 
Na  5, 9th  range,  granted  to  Boston, 
No.  3, 7th  range,  .  .  •  • 
No.  1, 7th  range,     .       .       .       • 


1820. 


Rep'g  Pay. 
(136  00 

50  00 


53  00 


338  00 


State  Tax. 
(113  67 

36  33 
149  33 

45  33 
13  67 

13  33 

14  33 
17  33 

34  00 
23  33 

35  33 
20  00 
16  00 
19  33 
30  00 
16  67 
79  33 

37  00 
75  33 
30  00 
23  00 

5  00 
7  00 
10  67 
300 
3  00 
300 
9  00 
567 
3  00 
500 
339 
3  00 
3  00 
3  00 
3  00 

846  37 
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PROPORTIONATE  TAXES. 


The  Proportion  of  the  several  Towns  to  a  Tax  of  $76,000, 

adopted  in  1844 

As  the  two  State  Taxes  for  the  years  1844  and  1846,  were 
of  the  same  amount  with  regard  to  every  County  and  every 
Town  except  in  one  instance,  the  former  is  presented  here  for 
a  specimen  of  both  Taxes.  The  lists  are  thus  adduced  as 
originally  published,  though  containing  a  few  mistakes. 


Suffolk  Couhtt. 
Boston,   .        .        .         $25,488 

Chelsea,          ...  180 

EssKX  County. 

Amesbury,                      •  $161 

Andover,        ...  384 

Beverly,          ...  342 

Boxford,         ...  98 

Bradford,        .        .        .  114 

Danvers,         .        .        .  464 

Essex,     ....  117 

Georgetown,   ...  94 

Gloucester,      ...  249 

Hamilton,        .        .        .  61 

HaverhiU,       ...  322 

Ipswich,          .        .        .  205 

Lynn,      ....  383 

Lvnnfield,       ...  42 

Manchester,    ...  90 

Marblehead,    .        .        .  427 

Methuen,        ...  153 

Middleton,      ...  54 

Newbury,       ...  243 

Newburyport, .        .        .  786 

Rockport,        ...  102 

Rowley,          ...  67 

Salem,    ....  2,443 

Salisbury,        ...  191 

Saugus,  ...»  59 

Topsfield,       ...  98 

Wenham,        ...  52 

West  Newbury,      .  124 


75 
75 


25 
75 
75 
25 

00 
50 


Middlesex  Countt. 


Acton,     . 

Ashby,   . 

Bedford, 

Boxborough, 

Billerica, 

Brighton, 

Bunin^n, 

Cambndge, 

Carlisle, 

Charlestown,  and  > 

Somenrille,  \ 


$70 

86 

62 

37 

108 

120 

36 

1,102 

51 

1,022 


Chelmsford,  ^ 

Concord, 

Dracut,   . 

Dunstable, 

Framingham, 

Groton,   . 

Holliston, 

Hopkinton, 

Lexington, 

Lincoln, 

Littleton, 
00  Lowell,   . 
50  Maiden,  • 
75  Marlboro', 
50  Medford, 
50;Natick,   . 
50  \  Newton, 
25 1  Pepperell, 
75  Reading, 

Sherburne, 

Shirley,  . 

South  Reading, 

Stoneham, 

Stow, 

Sudbury, 

Townsend, 

Tewksbury, 

Tyngsborough, 

Waltham, 

Watertown, 

Wayland, 

West  Cambridge, 

Westford, 

Wilmington, 

Wobum, 

Weston, . 


00 
50 
00 
75 
75 
75 
75 
50 
50 
25 
25 
25 
50 
50 


50 
25 
25 

50 
00 
75 
00 
50 
75 


*     Worcester 

Ashbumham, 

Athol, 

Auburn,  • 

Barre, 

Berlin,     . 

Bolton,    . 
OK  Boylston, 
'^  I  Brookfield, 


117  00 
157  50 
138  00 

49  50 
221  25 
185  25 
112  50 
135  75 
147  75 

60  00 

60  00 

2,478  00 

159  75 

172  50 

275  25 

78  75 
234  00 

98  25 
131  25 

84  00 
63  00 
80  25 
62  25 
87  75 
107  25 

99  00 
87  00 
68  25 

267  00 
241  50 

62  25 
123  00 

93  75 

53  25 
191  25 

99  00 


COUWTT. 

$111  00 
94  50 
48  00 

248  25 
51  75 

103  50 
63  75 

172  50 
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Charlton, 

, 

162  75 

Hadley, 
Hatfield, 

129  75 

Dana,     . 

33  00 

i 

112  50 

Doufflaas, 
Dudley,  . 

146  25 

Middlefield,     . 

>        t 

57  75 

114  75 

Northampton, . 

297  00 

Fitchburg, 

191  25 

Norwich, 

>        < 

46  50 

Gardner, 

93  00 

Pelham, 

1 

45  75 

Grafton, 

210  75 

Plainfield,       . 

»        t 

55  50 

Hardwick, 

152  25 

Prescott, 

t       1 

>       1 

42  00 

Harvard, 

113  25 

South  Hadley, 

t       1 

76  50 

Holden,  . 

138  75 

Southampton, 

65  25 

Hubbardston,  . 

111  75 

Westhampton, 

45  00 

T^ancaster, 

123  75 

Ware,     . 

1        « 

105  00 

Leominster,     . 

160  50 

Williamsburg, 

1 

8925 

Leicester, 

173  25 

Worthington, 

»        1 

81  75 

Lunenburg, 

105  00 

Mendon, 

33225 

HAMpnEif  County. 

Milford, 

114  00 

Blandford,               .       .     $105  75 

Millbury, 

141  00 

Brimfield, 

114  75 

New  Braintree, 

95  25 

Chester,  . 

68  25 

Northborough, 

9600 

Granville,  .    . 

78  75 

Northbridge, 

79  50 

Holland, 

30  00 

North  Brookfield,    . 

112  50 

Loncm^Miow, 

90  75 

Oakham, 

75  25 

Ludk)w,  . 

96  75 

Oxford, 

165  75 

Monson,  . 

164  25 

Pazton, 

42  75 

Montgomery,  . 

27  75 

Petersham, 

165  00 

Palmer,    . 

179  25 

Phillipston,     . 

73  50 

Russell,    . 

35  25 

Princeton, 

121  50 

Southwick, 

78  75 

Royalston, 

118  50 

Springfield,     , 

985  25 

Rutland, 

110  25 

Tolland, 

44  25 

Shrewsbury,   . 

113  25 

Wales,    . 

39  00 

Southborough, 

78  75 

Westfield, 

225  25 

Southbridge, 

145  50 

West  Springfield,    . 

246  75 

Spencer, 

127  50 

Wilbraham,    . 

103  50 

Sterling, 

126  75 

Sutton,    . 

185  25 

Franklin  County. 

Sturbridge,      . 

157  50 

Ashfield,         ...       $90  75 

Templeton,     . 

150  00 

Bemardston,    . 

57  00 

Upton,    . 

89  25 

Buckland, 

45  75 

Uxbridge, 

185  25 

Charlemont,    . 

62  25 

Warren, 

114  00 

Coleraine, 

112  50 

Webster, 

122  25 

Conway, 

109  50 

Westborough, . 

115  50 

Deerfield, 

148  50 

West  Boylston, 

94  50 

Erving,  . 

16  50 

Westminster,  . 

121  50 

Gill, 

48  00 

Winchendon, 

122  25 

Greenfield, 

146  25 

Worcester,     . 

914  25 

Hawley, . 

5025 

Heath, 

52  50 

Hampshire  County. 

Leyden, 

44  25 

Amherst,                 .        .      $171  00 

Lcverett, 

45  70 

Belchertown,  . 

1        « 

138  00 

Monroe,  . 

12  00 

Chesterfield,   . 

>        1 

66  00 

Montague, 

66  75 

Cummington,  . 

1        < 

66  75 

New  Salem,    . 

72  00 

Easthampton,  . 

■ 

48  75 

Northfield,      . 

114  75 

Enfield,   . 

• 

70  50 

Orange,  . 

81  00 

Granby,  . 

. 

6225 

Rowe,    . 

43  50 

Greenwich,     . 

• 

44  25 

Shelbume, 

67  50 

Goshen, 

• 

• 

3600 

Shutesbuiy,    . 

48  75 

68 


S4a 
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Sunderland,    . 

• 

* 

48  751 

Walpole, 

1        • 

< 

105  09 

Warwick,       ...          70  50   Weymouth,     .        .        .        235  50 

Wendell,        ...         50  25 

Wrentham,     .        .        .        168  75 

Whately,        ...         61  50 

♦ 

Bristol  County. 

Berks  HIRE  Countt. 

Attleborough, .               .     $215  25 

Adams,                   .        .     $210  00 

Berkley, 

47  25 

Alford, 

27  00 

Dartmouth, 

277  50 

Becket, 

60  75 

Dighton, 

92  25 

Cheshire, 

83  25 

Easton, 

112  50 

Clarksburgr,     . 

16  50 

Fairhaven, 

390  00 

DaltoB,   . 

71  25 

Fall  River,      . 

641  25 

Egreaiont, 

65  25 

Freetown, 

104  25 

Florida, 

19  50 

Mansfield, 

80  25 

Great  Barringti 

[>n,    , 

168  75 

New  Bedford, . 

1,510  50 

Hancock, 

81  75 

Norton,  . 

147  00 

Hinsdale, 

61  50 

Pawtucket, 

140  25 

Lanesborough, 

90  75 

Raynham, 
Rehoboth, 

72  00 

Lee, 

132  00 

127  50 

Lenoz,    . 

84  00 

Seekonk, 

108  00 

Mount  Washington, 

15  75 

Somerset, 

62  25 

New  Ashford, 

19  50 

Swan^, 

9300 

New  Marlboro*, 

104  25 

Taunton, 

582  00 

Otis, 

57  75 

Westport, 

»        < 

175  50 

Peru, 

42  00 

Pittsfield, 

\* 

281  25 

*         Pltmouth  Countt. 

Richmond, 

61  50 

Abtngton,                .        .      $144  00 

Sandisfield^     . 

98  25 

Bridgewater^  . 

140  25 

Savoy,     . 

35  25 

Carver,    . 

54  00 

Stockbridge,   , 

123  75 

Duxbttiy, 

189  00 

Sheffield, 

168  00 

East  Bndgewater,  . 

97  50 

Tyrin^bam,    . 

70  50 

Halifax, 

42  00 

Washmgton,  . 

>        < 

41  25 

Hanover, 

86  25 

West  Stockbridge, 

80  25 

Hanson, 

6225 

Williamstown, 

147  75 

Hingham, 
Hull,       . 

219  75 

Windsor, 

53  25 

15  75 

Boston  Comer, 

225 

Kingston, 

105  75 

Marshfield, 

117  75 

Norfolk  Countt. 

Middleborough, 

282  75 

Braintree,       .                .     $143  25 

North  Bridgewater. 

122  25 

Bellin^ham,    . 

« 

73  50 

Pembroke, 

81  00 

Brookline, 

*       < 

181  50 

Plymouth, 

415  50 

Canton,  . 

• 

146  25 

Plympton, 

48  00 

Cohasset, 

i 

81  75 

Rochester, 

208  50 

Dedham, 

■ 

309  75 

Scituate, 

237  00 

Dover,    . 

ft 

48  75 

Wareham, 

135  00 

Dorchester,^ 

426  25 

West  Bridgewater, . 

77  25 

Foxborougb, 

■ 

70  50 

Franklin, 

► 

111  00 

Barnstabub  Countt. 

Medfield, 

60  00 

Barnstable,     .        .        .      $216  00 

Med  way, 

133  50 

Brewster, 

t    '    « 

60  00 

Milton,    . 

169  50 

Chatham, 

85  50 

Needham, 

162  00 

Dennis, 

123  00 

Quincy,  . 

247  50 

Eastham, 

38  25 

Randolph, 

213  00 

Falmouth, 

180  75 

Rozbury, 

825  75 

Harwich, 

80  25 

Sharon,  . 

■ 

81  75 

Orleans, 

57  75 

Stottghton, 

* 

K 

112  50 

Provincetown, 

119  25 

>  The  26  cenu  here  stands  76  cents  in  the  tax  for  1846. 
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Sandwich, 

215  25 

Dukes  County. 

Truro,     . 

47  25 

Chilmark, 

974  25 

Wellfleet, 

59  25 

Edffartown,     . 
TirouTy,  •        «       •       « 

127  50 

Tannoath, 

12825 

dO  75 

NAinrucKET  County. 
Nantacket,      .        •        •  $1,473  00 


AGGREGATE  OF  COUNTY  TAXES. 


Suffolk,     • 

$25,669  50 

Norfolk,     • 

.      4,047  75 

Essex, 

7,957  50 

Bristol, 

.       4,978  50 

Middlesex,  . 

9,579  75 

Plymouth,  . 

.      2,881  50 

Worcester, 

7,730  25 

Barnstable, 

.       1,410  75 

Hampshire,  . 

1,953  00 

Dukes, 

292  50 

Hampden,     . 

2,684  25 

Nantucket, 

.       1,473  00 

Franklin,    . 

.       1,767  00 

Berkshire,  . 

2,574  75 

$75,000  00 

Table  of  Taxes  from  1795  lo  1846. 


Years. 


Rep's  Tax. 


State  Tax. 


1795, 
1796, 
1797, 
1798, 
1799, 
1800, 
1801, 
1802, 
1803, 
1804, 
1905, 
1806, 
1807. 
1808, 
1809, 
1810, 
1811, 
1812, 
1813, 
1814, 
1815, 
1816, 
1816, 
1818, 
1819, 
1820, 
1821, 
1822, 
1823, 
1824, 
1829, 
1830, 
1831, 
1844, 
1845, 


Jane 
June 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 


22. 

13. 
22. 
24. 

28. 

24. 

28. 
March  10. 
Feb.  26. 
March  7. 
March  14. 
March  12. 

March  12. 
March  4. 
March  5. 
Feb.  26. 
Feb.  27. 
Feb.  26. 
Feb.  28. 
March   2. 


Feb. 
Dec. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
June 


16. 
14. 
21. 
\S. 
25. 
13. 

2a 

11. 
21. 
12. 


$16,289  17 
20,899  50 
10,368  00 
1«,560  00 
21,438  00 
20,554  00 
23,776  00 
21,952  00 
27^92  00 
23,782  00 
30,856  00 
26,078  00 
38,590  00 
36,132  00 
45,736  00 
34,536  00 
35,214  00 
26,416  00 
33,333  49 

52,640  00 
28,494  00 
28,412  Op 
21,396  do 
17,032  00 
25,340  00 
16,580  00 
18,692  00 
20,480  00 
16,990  00 


March  9. 
Feb.  28. 
March  22. 
March  7. 


$133,470 
133,394 
133,381 
133,381 
133,435 
133,435 
133,435 
133,331 
133,331 
133,302 
133,302 
133,302 
ia%302 
133,302 
133,302 
133,302 
133,302 
133,:)33 
133,333 
133,334 
133^ 
133,328 
133,342 
133,342 
133,302 
133,382 
104,515 
75,000 
75,000 
75,000 
75,000 
75,000 
75,000 
75,000 
75,000 


Total. 


Polls. 


56  $149,759  73 

86  154,294  36 

53  143,749  53 

53  151,941  53 

13  154,873  13 

13  153,989  13 

13  157,211  13 

85  155,283  85 

85  160,723  85 

52  157,084  52 

52  164,158  52 

52  159,380  52 

52  171,892  52 

52  169,434  52 

52  179,038  52 

52  167,938  52 

52  168,516  52 

97  159,749  97 

97  166,667  46 

92  133,334  92 

92  185,974  92 

52  161,822  52 

32  161,754  32 

32  154,738  32] 

52  150,334  52 

34  158,722  341 

89  121,095  89 

00  93,692  OOj 

00  95,480  00 

00  91,990  00 

00  75,000  00 

00  75,000  00 

00  75,000  00 

00  75,000  00 

00  75,000  00 


28  eta. 

tt 
ti 

n 
tt 
tt 
tt 
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ti    t 


It 
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Proportionate  Taxation. 

The  subsequent  Table  relates  to  Massachusetts,  aside  from 
Maine,  to  1S20,  when  the  latter  became  an  independent  State. 
It  shows  the  proportion  which  each  town  was  required  to  pay 
on  every  $1,000  of  the  entire  taxes,  assessed  by  order  of  the 
legislature,  for  the  course  of  several  decades  of  years.  Such  a 
proportion  included  the  following  sums  for  each  poll :  From 
1801  to  1821,  two  mUis ;  from  1821  to  1831,  one  mill  and  a 
half]  and  from  1831  to  the  present,  one  mill  and  a  quarter. 

Suffolk  County. 


1801. 

1811. 

1821.1 

1831. 

1840. 

Boston,     . 

.$125  22 

$137  02 

$331  66 

$329  33 

$302  74 

Hinghain,^ 

3  98 

Chelsea,  , 

1  58 

1  08 

1  73 

1  18 

2  71 

Hull,»      . 

36 

131  14 

138  10 

333  39 

330  51 

905  45 

Essex  County. 

1801. 

1811. 

1821. 

1831. 

1840. 

Salem,     . 

.    $41  40 

$35  86 

$47  30 

$37  18 

$30  33 

Danvers,  • 

6  14 

5  89 

6  71 

7  14 

6  54 

Ipswich,  . 
Newhury, 

6  00 

5  02 

325 

3  10 

2  95 

8  27 

9  89 

5  46 

435 

361 

Newburyport, 

.      23  13 

15  50 

14  47 

10  28 

10  15 

Marblehead, 

.      10  89 

10  54 

7  95 

6  56 

5  94 

Lynn, 

4  16 

5  25 

4  90 

5  00 

6  18 

Lynnfield, 

82 

77 

70 

65 

63 

Andover,  • 

593 

4  87 

566 

6  00 

546 

Beverly,  . 

9  13 

6  65 

6  03 

5  10 

490 

Rowley,  . 

3  20 

2  69 

2  62 

2  49 

1  02 

Salisbury, 

3  19 

2  96 

2  74 

3  12 

2  76 

Haverhill, 

4  28 

4  25 

436 

4  81 

4  62 

Gloucester, 

7  83 

6  85 

6  52 

5  88 

4  18 

Topsfield, 

1  65 

1  47 

2  11 

1  70 

1  38 

Amesbuiy, 

2  67 

2  72 

2  44 

264 

236 

Bradford, 

2  58 

2  32 

233 

2  00 

1  75 

Methuen, 

2  18 

1  86 

1  96 

2  41 

223 

Bozford, 

2  11 

1  69 

1  67 

I  38 

1  33 

Wenham, 

1  08 

81 

77 

80 

76 

Manchester,     . 

1  57 

1  45 

1  47 

1  42 

1  33 

Hamilton, 

1  60 

1  33 

1  23 

1  04 

87 

Middleton, 

1  21 

1  03 

81 

78 

77 

Saugus,   . 

91 

1  08 

92 

Essex, 

1  75 

1  ^ 

1  71 

WestNewburyj 

2  19 

206 

1  76 

Georgetown,    , 

1  45 

Rockport, 

1  75 

152  29 

131  67 

138  31 

120  64 

109  64 

1  Thougfa  the  Resolve  of  June  10, 1813,  quoted  on  page  495  of  this  work,  sets  eoeh  poU  al 
one  mill,  yet  1}  mills  were  assessed,  in  1821,  on  eaeb  poll. 
*  Set  off  to  Plymouth  County,  June  18, 1808. 


PROPORTIONATE  TAXES. 


645 


Middlesex  Countt. 


Cambridgre, 

Watertown, 

Charlestown, 

Wobum, 

Concord, 

Newton, 

Reading, 

Marlborough, 

Billerica, 

Framingham, 

Lexington, 

Chelmsford, 

Sherburne, 

Sudbury, 

Maiden,  • 

Weston,  . 

Medford,  • 

Hopkinton, 

Westford, 

Waltham, 

Stow,       • 

Boxborough, 

Groton,    . 

Shirley,    . 

Pepperell, 

Townsend, 

Dracut,    • 

Bedford,  . 

Holliston, 

Acton,     . 

Carlisle,  . 

Dunstable, 

East  Sudbury, 

Lincoln,  . 

Tyngsborough, 

Tewksbury, 

Wilmington, 

Ashby,     . 

Littleton, 

Natick,    • 

Stoneham, 

Burlington, 

West  Cambridge, 

Brighton, . 

South  Reading, 

Lowell,  . 


180L 
$5  89 


3 
7 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


06 

71 

31 

62 

18 

52 

47 

38 

84 

31 

35 

68 

22 

23 

35 

62 

37 

16 

60 

56 

66 

93 

06 

78 

56 

11 

43 

]1 

50 

16 

89 

^ 

45 

15 

43 

17 

57 

45 

19 

71 

04 


1811. 

(3  93 
3  02 


1821.    1831. 


9 
1 
2 
2 
2 


52 
79 
95 
92 
99 


2  83 


1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 


96 
47 
80 
83 
43 
79 
22 
00 
3  12 
2  02 
72 


1 
2 
1 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 


1 
1 


21 
17 
57 
69 
90 
44 
38 
70 
05 
70 
12 
92 
74 
34 
15 
02 
07 
97 
35 
27 
14 
62 
79 
51 
43 


$6  59 
3  02 

11  83 
2  06 
2  96 
299 

1  95 

2  79 
2  01 


2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 


71 
76 
02 
37 
89 
44 
98 
3  19 

2  06 
1  83 

3  14 

1  28 
59 

2  82 
94 
61 
47 
70 
12 
76 
24 
87 
80 
34 
11 
97 
11 
05 
43 
27 
24 
72 
79 
63 
69 
14 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


1 
1 
1 


$8  57 
2  61 

11  82 
2  44 


2 
3 


50 
10 

2  11 

3  08 


1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 


78 
00 
95 
89 
37 
88 
04 
80 
07 
30 
69 


338 
1  46 
69 
71 
14 
59 
55 
19 
99 
67 
19 
78 
82 


2 
1 
1 
1 
2 

1 
1 


1840. 

$14  33.3 
3  17.3 
13  92 
294.9 


2 
3 
2 
2 
1 
3 


20J2 
31.1 
04.9 
40.8 
52.9 
12 


2  11.3 


1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 
2 
1 
3 
1 


1 
1 
1 

1 
1 


68.9 

19.8 

53J2 

40.4 

37.4 

69.6 

01 

32.9 

57.1 

22.9 

53.1 

54.9 

91.8 

47.5 

52 

91.9 

91.3 

7a2 

04.4 

72.6 

70.4 


1  22Wayland9L5 

1 
1 


1 
1 
1 


1 
1 
1 


01 
10 
80 
96 
44 
11 
21 
85 
68 
68 
85 
46 


1 
1 
1 


82.7 

96.2 
19.7 
76.6 
28.3 
87.2 
21.9 
98.4 

5a2 

749 
72.5 
27.6 


11  40 


31  78 


92  44 


83  58 


92  28    107  93   131  29 
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PROPORTIONATE  TAXES. 


Hampshire  Countt. 


Springfield, 

West  Springfield, 

Wilbraham, 

Northampton, 

Easthampton, 

South  Hadley, 

Amherst, 

Granby,  . 

Whately, 

Williamsburg, 

Westfield, 

Deerfield, 

Conway,  . 

Sunderland, 

Brimfield, 

South  Brimfield, 

Holland,  . 

New  Salem, 

Ashfield,  • 

Worthington, 

Chesterfield, 

Monson,  • 

Pelham,  . 

Hadley,  . 

Palmer,   . 

Montague, 

Northfield, 

Belchertown, 

Coleraine, 

Charlemont, 

Shelbume, 

Southwick, 

Granville, 

Greenfield, 

GUI, 

Greenwich, 

Southampton, 

Warwick, 

Oranflre,  . 

Blandford, 

Ware,      . 

Leverett, . 

Chester,  . 

Bemardston, 

Leyden,  . 

Shutesbory, 

Wendell, 

Goshen,  . 

Tolland,  . 

Ludlow,  . 

Westhampton, 

Norwich, . 

Rowe, 

Heatl]^     . 


1801. 
93  28 


4 
2 

4 

1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 


50 
02 
24 
80 
24 
11 
12 
14 
45 
89 

2  84 

3  17 
82 

2  14 
86 
67 
50 
83 
88 
73 
99 
32 
05 
28 
24 
85 
22 
27 
91 
42 
36 
13 
10 
86 
06 
54 
92 
20 
15 
16 
78 
61 
16 
18 
88 
88 
99 

72 

1  25 

1  04 

74 

75 


2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 

1 
1 
3 
2 

1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 

I 
1 
1 


1811. 

$4  21 

4  48 

2  05 

4  11 

71 

08 

16 

05 


1 
2 
1 

1 
2 


42 

79 


1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 


90 
80 
55 


66 
40 
90 
14 
03 
14 


2  63 


1  56 

1  89 


1  37 
1  32 


1  84 
1  09 

1  54 


82 

86 

76 

1  16 

92 


1821. 


$4  38 
70 

1  21 

2  45 
1  13 

1  45 


1  54 
1  51 

1  22 

1  94 


235 


92 
124 


1  09 


87 


1  05 

89 


1831.    1840. 


t4  22 

63 

1  09 

2  54 

1  07 

1  41 


1  36 
1  27 

87 
1  90 


2  40 


70 
1  18 


1  72 


63 


89 
74 


$4  15 
70 

1  19 

2  42 
92 

1  28 


1  18 
97 

71 

1  88 


2  12 


68 
1  01 


1  55 


54 


68 
70 
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Bncklaad, 

1  03 

Cummingtoiiy   . 

1  34 

1  20 

1  19 

1  20 

1  02 

Plainfield, 

97 

1  20 

1  14 

1  02 

1  83 

Longmeadow,  . 
Hawjey,  . 

1  47 

1  51 

1  06 

Middlefield,     . 

1  15 

1  05 

1  04 

90 

91 

Russell,   . 

42 

48 

Montgomery,   , 

62 

58 

Hatfield, 

1  94 

1  61 

1  81 

1  54 

1  48 

Enfield,    . 

1  03 

1  05 

1  03 

Prescott,  . 

69 

65 

98  76 


61  97 


32  15 


31  02 


28  60 


Plymouth  County. 


180L 

Plymouth,  .     $5  44 

Scituate,  .  .  4  90 

Diucbury,.  .  2  49 

Maishfield,  .  2  72 

Brie!  ge water,  .  8  51 

Middleboro',  .  6  38 

Rochester,  .  3  38 

Plympton,  .  1  18 

Pembroke,  .  3  25 

Kingston,  .  2  09 

Abington,  .  2  74 

Hanover,  .  1  84 

Halifax,  .  .  1  06 

Wareham,  .  1  07 

Carver,    .  .  1  18 
Hingham, 
Hull, 

Hanson,  . 
East  Bridgewater, 
North  Bridgewater, 
West  Bridgewater, 


1811. 

$4  97 

4  40 
2  75 
2  11 
6  92 

5  55 
337 

1  05 

2  59 

1  71 

2  16 
1  63 

86 
93 
98 

3  54 
26 


1821. 

$5  48 

4  25 

284 

,  233 

6  95 

33 

20 

07 

55 

74 

17 

58 

82 

99 

03 

73 

34 

01 


5 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 


1 
3 


1831.         1840. 


$5  36 
366 


2 
1 
1 
4 
2 

1 
1 
2 
1 


1 
1 
1 


53 
87 
90 
72 
83 
81 
36 
51 
26 
26 
70 
77 
92 
60 
29 
94 
52 
64 
15 


$5  84 
3  40 
2  74 


1 
2 
4 
3 

1 
1 
2 
1 


69 
03 
20 
19 
73 
18 
53 
34 
27 
65 

1  92 
83 

3  26 
24 
90 
54 
95 
12 


1 
1 
1 


48  25 


45  78 


46  41 


42  60 


42  55 


Bristol  County. 


Taunton, 
Rehoboth, 
Swansey, . 
Dartmouth, 
Norton,    . 
Attleborough, 
Dighton,  . 
Freetown, 
Raynham, 
Easton,     . 
Mansfield, 
Berkley,   . 


1801. 
$5  51 


5 
1 
3 
2 
3 
2 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 


32 
85 
53 
38 
49 
21 
42 
69 
04 
34 
54 


1811. 
$4  66 


4 
1 
3 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


96 
84 
14 
02 
31 
87 
84 
34 
82 
13 
19 


1821. 

$5  42 

2  61 

1  65 

3  48 

2  03 

3  20 
67 

1  75 
1  13 
1  88 
1  06 
1  07 


1831. 

97  46 
233 
1 
3 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 


55 
69 
92 
07 
54 
73 
17 
1  91 
1  13 
82 


1840. 

$8  12 
1  84 

1  31 
4  03 

2  00 

3  11 
34 
55 
09 
65 
20 
72 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


S48 
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New  Bedford, 

.       8  05 

11  13 

10  40 

14  85           19  46 

Westport, 

.       3  68 

3  07 

2  79 

2  76            2  55 

Somerset, 

1  43 

1  13 

1  10 

99                90 

Troy,        . 
Wellington, 

1  30 

1  88 

4  82FaUR.8  59 

1  11 

Fairhaven, 

> 

3  42 

362             524 

Seekonk, . 

» 

2  72 

1  86             1  59 

Pawtucket, 

1  40             2  14 

47  48 


45  75 


49  08 


58  62 


68  43 


Bahnstablx  Countt. 


1801. 


1811. 


1821. 


1831.         1840. 


Barnstable, 

.     $3  42 

$3  34 

$3  60 

$3  27 

$3  28 

Sandwich, 

.        3  42 

2  87 

309 

346 

3  22 

Yarmouth, 

2  12 

2  06 

203 

1  89 

1  95 

Eastham, 

63 

64 

53 

60 

62 

Harwich, 

2  85 

1  53 

1  11 

1  33 

1  50 

Wellfleet, 

97 

1  03 

92 

1  13 

1  18 

Falmouth, 

2  49 

2  64 

2  97 

2  99 

260 

Truro,     . 

1  01 

97 

75 

93 

93 

Chatham, 

1  36 

1  26 

1  38 

1  43 

1  42 

Provincetown, . 

86 

92 

1  31 

1  32 

1  85 

Dennis,  . 

1  44 

1  26 

1  35 

1  70 

1  98 

Orleans, 

1  06 

1  02 

1  05 

1  08 

1  05 

Brewster, 

1  18 

1  18 

1  08 

95 

21  63 

20  72 

21  27 

22  21 

22  53 

Dukes  Codrtt. 

1801. 

1811. 

1821. 

1831. 

1840. 

Bdffartown, 
Chumark, 

$1  44 

$1  15 

$1  26 

$1  31 

$1  84 

1  87 

1  26 

1  24 

95 

1  00 

Tisbury, . 

1  39 

1  30 

1  30 

1  10 

1  37 

4  70 


3  71 


3  80 


3  36 


4  21 


Nantucket  Courtt. 


1801. 

1811. 

1821. 

1831. 

1840. 

Nantucket, 

.     $9  45 

$15  57 

$19  88 

$17  25 

$18  70 

• 

Worcbsteb  Courtt. 

1801. 

1811. 

1821. 

1831. 

1840. 

Worcester, 
Lancaster, 
Mendon, 
Brookfield, 
Oxford,   . 

.     $6  40 
263 
2  77 
567 
1  82 

$6  99 
232 
2  43 
4  58 
1  61 

$8  26 

2  38 

3  02 
3  11 
1  69 

$10  731 
2  07 
4  01 
292 

«     292 

$li  74 
1  84 
4  50 
248 
228 

1  Inchxting  an  unincorporated  tract  of  land  aci|jac«nt 
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Charlton, 

.       3  76 

3  48 

323 

288 

2  31 

SuttOD,       . 

4  36 

3  51 

2  30 

2  51 

2  61 

Leicester, 

2  12 

1  84 

1  95 

2  35 

233 

Spencer,  • 

2  58 

2  10 

227 

2  07 

1  82 

Rutland,  . 

2  47 

2  12 

2  16 

1  86 

1  58 

Oakham,  . 

1  25 

1  13 

1  15 

1  20 

1  09 

Hubbardston, 

1  86 

1  65 

1  70 

1  75 

1  66 

New  Brain  tree 

,        1  63 

1  30 

1  47 

1  4:3 

1  26 

Southborough, 

1  45 

1  27 

1  49 

1  29 

1  15 

Westborough, 

2  04 

1  69 

1  72 

1  74 

1  68 

Northborough, 

1  33 

1  17 

1  41 

1  37 

1  36 

Shrewsbury, 

1  99 

1  86 

2  10 

1  73 

1  63 

Lunenburg, 

2  09 

1  70 

1  74 

1  60 

1  45 

Fitchburg, 

1  76 

1  80 

1  86 

2  31 

2  78 

Uxbridge, 

2  39 

2  17 

2  31 

2  93 

2  56 

Northbridge,   . 

85 

77 

86 

1  10 

1  18 

Harvard, . 

2  38 

1  98 

1  92 

1  87 

1  64 

Bolton,    . 

1  69 

1  49 

1  56 

1  52 

1  44 

Berlin,    . 

99 

85 

92 

82 

78 

Sturbridze, 
Hardwick, 

3  12 

2  80 

2  37 

2  :H 

2  20 

2  68 

2  08 

2  22 

2  39 

2  09 

Western, 

1  81 

1  49 

1  53 

1  62Warrenl  57 

Leominster,     . 

2  07 

2  03 

2  19 

2  13 

232 

Holden,   . 

2  08 

1  64 

1  76 

1  94 

1  99 

Douffiass, 
Grafton,  . 

1  39 

1  19 

1  31 

1  76 

2  01 

1  88 

1  63 

1  95 

2  90 

2  98 

Petersham, 

2  82 

232   ' 

2  35 

2  30 

228 

Royalston, 

1  84 

1  63 

1  73 

1  74 

1  78 

Westminster,  . 

230 

2  21 

2  13 

1  85 

1  76 

Athol,      . 

1  58 

1  45 

1  53 

1  48 

1  40 

Templeton, 

1  75 

1  52 

1  68 

2  01 

2  09 

Princeton, 

2  27 

1  91 

2  12 

1  74 

1  68 

Ashbumham,  . 

]  45 

1  42 

1  44 

1  49 

1  62 

Winchendon,  . 

1  88 

1  59 

1  54 

1  72 

1  79 

Upton,     . 

1  35 

1  14 

1  10 

1  46 

1  35 

Dudley,  . 

1  75 

1  72 

1  85 

234 

1  59 

Paxton,    . 

1  10 

97 

85 

77 

65 

Barre, 

3  67 

3  09 

3  12 

327 

3  48 

Ward,     . 

1  09 

87 

82 

85Aabum    66 

Milford, 

1  64 

1  44 

1  72 

1  64 

1  72 

Sterling, 

2  93 

2  36 

2  45 

2  20 

1  83 

Boylston, 

1  91 

1  20 

1  25 

1  08 

92 

Gardner, 

99 

1  03 

1  01 

1  14 

1  34 

Gerry,     . 

1  32 

1  18  puiupiioii  1  22 

1  34 

1  03 

Dana, 

57 

61 

65 

&i 

53 

West  Boylston, 

1  07 

1  17 

1  20 

1  32 

North  Brookfiel 

d, 

1  44 

1  66 

1  62 

Milibury, 

1  42 

2  10 

2  12 

Southbridge,    . 

I  42 

1  70 

2  09 

Webster, 

1  65 

107  52 

95  40 

101  99 

109  77 

r 

1108  61 

1  108  62  in  the  Aggregate. 
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PROPORTIONATE  TAXES. 


Bebkshirk  Countt. 


1801. 


1811. 


1821. 


1831. 


1840. 


Shefield,  . 

$2  78 

$2  56 

$2  67 

$2  46 

$2  45 

Mt  Washington, 

34 

32 

38 

32 

28 

Great  Barrington, 

u  tart 

2  00 

2  29 

2  30 

2  51 

Partridge6eld, 

1  71 

Peru  1  00 

88 

78 

62 

New  Marlboro', 

2  18 

1  90 

1  84 

1  56 

1  57 

Williamstown, 

2  59 

2  38 

236 

2  24 

2  17 

Lanesborough, 

228 

1  85 

1  80 

]  54 

1  27 

New  Ashford, 

49 

41 

40 

29 

27 

Pittstield, 

3  58 

3  86 

3  70 

3  57 

4  05 

Lenox,     . 

1  78 

1  60 

1  63 

1  43 

1  19 

Stockbridge,    . 

2  20 

I  93 

1  87 

1  73 

1  78 

£gremont, 

99 

83 

87 

93 

97 

Tyringham,     . 

1  90 

1  62 

1  32 

1  13 

1  10 

Sandisfield, 

2  16 

1  88 

2  05 

1  83 

1  41 

Southfield,!      . 

23 

23 

Land  adjoinlnr  aandkteld    3 

Becket,    . 

1  30 

1  18 

1  09 

99 

90 

Windsor, 

1  53 

1  12 

I  04 

90 

81 

Hancock, 

1  39 

1  21 

1  28 

1  22 

1  13 

Richmond, 

1  82 

1  47 

1  36 

1  04 

89 

Loudon,  . 

57 

Otis  3    95 

87 

75 

91 

Washington,    . 

1  00 

90 

64 

56 

71 

West  Stockbridge 

,  1  32 

1  17 

1  18 

1  09 

1  22 

Alford,     . 

74 

64 

67 

47 

43 

Adams,    . 

2  07 

2  16 

2  08 

2  67 

3  13 

Bethlehem,^     . 

45 

Lee, 

1  57 

1  65 

1  60 

1  43 

2  02 

Cheshire, 

2  05 

1  98 

1  66 

1  37 

1  15 

Dalton,    . 

1  19 

97 

94 

96 

1  03 

Savoy,     . 

44 

67 

66 

60 

59 

Clarksburg,     . 

25 

26 

25 

22 

27 

Hinsdale, 

90 

89 

88 

89 

Florida,    .        .     • 

30 

31 

30 

31 

Gore  of  Tiand  ) 

,y5GoreW.of^ 
'iWm'stown^ 

6 

N.  of  Florida,  I 

Boston  Comer, 

4 

3 

Zoar, 

8 

04 

45  13 


41  97 


40  68 


38  00 


38  07 


Norfolk  County. 


1801. 

1811. 

1821. 

1831. 

1840. 

Roxbury, 

.     $8  08 

$7  93 

$8  41 

$8  89 

$11  24 

Dorchester, 

4  81 

4  81 

6  33 

5  61 

5  76 

Milton,     . 

2  50 

2  37 

2  76 

2  31 

2  34 

Braintree, 

2  26 

2  00 

1  82 

1  83 

2  10 

Weymouth, 

3  18 

2  8:3 

3  28 

2  91 

3  49 

Dedham,     • 

4  08 

3  95 

4  10 

4  65 

4  23 

Broo!  line. 

2  00 

1  99 

2  63 

2  46 

2  32 

Medfield, 

1  57 

1  27 

1  17 

98 

87 

Dover, 

1  16 

90 

94 

73 

67 

Stonghton, 

1  28 

1  04 

1  12 

1  65 

1  81 

>  Added  to  iSandisfield  in  1819. 


*  Otis  includes  London  and  Bethlehem. 
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Sharon,    . 

1  48 

1  16 

1  15 

1  20 

1  18 

Medway, 

2  24 

1  97 

2  13 

1  91 

2  00 

Walpole, 

1  69 

1  59 

1  81 

1  53 

1  49 

Wrentham, 

3  39 

3  12 

2  96 

2  74 

2  44 

Franklin, 

2  51 

2  22 

1  97 

1  81 

1  62 

Bellingham, 

1  35 

1  11 

1  34 

1  18 

1  09 

Needham, 

1  bl 

1  66 

1  51 

1  46 

1  48 

Cohasset, 

1  50 

1  33 

1  47 

1  36 

1  21 

Foxborough,     , 

1  20 

99 

1  03 

97 

1  06 

Quincy,    . 

220 

2  14 

2  64 

2  77 

3  68 

Randolph, 

1  74 

1  50 

2  08 

2  38 

3  15 

Canton,    . 

1  57 

1  54 

1  59 

1  82 

2  05 

53  60 


49  42 


54  28  1 


53  15 


r;7  28 


Franklin  County. 


1811. 


1821. 


1831. 


1840. 


Greenfield, 

$1  72 

$2  16 

$2  15 

$2  07 

Deerfield, 

2  56 

2  56 

2  6:3 

2  02 

New  Salem,    . 

2  26 

2  12 

1  62 

1  09 

Northfield,      . 

1  65 

2  07 

2  12 

1  65 

Wendell, 

96 

94 

81 

75 

Sunderland,    . 

72 

84 

81 

72 

Montague, 
Shutesbury,     . 

1  11 

1  14 

99 

1  06 

87 

89 

79 

73 

Orange,  . 

1  26 

1  14 

1  04 

1  26 

Warwick, 

1  56 

1  47 

1  23 

1  02 

Leverett, 

74 

79 

77 

71 

Charlemont,   . 

1  00 

1  08 

92 

97 

Leyden, 

1  09 

1  06 

67 

65 

Heath, 

83 

95 

1  00 

76 

Ashfield, 

1  80 

1  78 

1  60 

1  38 

Bernardston,  . 

99 

1  02 

97 

84 

Hawley, 

1  01 

97 

89 

78 

Rowe,    . 

76 

79 

64 

66 

iShelbume, 

1  17 

1  17 

1  11 

98 

Buckland, 

1  03 

1  02 

89 

73 

Whately, 

1  26 

1  28 

1  18 

96 

Conway, 

2  35 

2  23 

2  05 

1  56 

Gill,       . 

77 

85 

82 

71 

Colernine, 

226 

2  25 

1  87 

1  63 

Erving's  Grant, 

27 

28 

25 

Moiuroe, . 

21 

19 

31  73 

32  84 

30  06 

26  13 

Hampden  Countt. 

1821. 

183  L 

1840. 

Springfield, 

$5  99 

$S  12 

«]3  15 

West  Springfield, 

4  50 

4  02 

3  42 

Westfield, 

3  00 

3  02 

3  65 

Southwick, 

1  78 

1  41 

1  14 

Granville, 

1  72 

1  56 

1  18 

Tolland, 

75 

71 

62 

>  554  24. 
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Blandford, 

1  73 

1  79 

1  53 

Chester,  . 

1  26 

1  27 

1  07 

Russell,    . 

48 

45 

67 

Montgomery,  . 

49 

50 

44 

Longmeadovir, 

1  60 

1  58 

1  30 

Wilbraham, 

2  10 

1  95 

1  53 

Ludlow,  . 

1  14 

1  49 

1  36 

Palmer,     • 

1  20 

1  3^> 

2  50 

Brimfield, 

2  26 

2  05 

1  61 

Monson, 

2  28 

2  46 

2  31 

South  Brimfield, 

81 

Wales,     67 

59 

Holland, 

< 

55 

47 

44 

33  64 


34  88 


38  50 


AGGREGATE  OF  COUNTY  TAXES. 


1801. 


1811.       1821.       1831.         1840. 


Suffolk,   • 

.      $131  14 

$138  10 

$333  39 

$330  51 

$305  45 

Essex, 

152  29 

131  67 

138  31 

120  64 

109  64 

Middlesex, 

92  44 

83  58 

92  28 

107  93 

131  29 

Hampshire, 

98  76 

61  97 

32  15 

31  02 

28  60 

Plymouth, 

48  25 

45  78 

46  41 

42  60 

42  55 

Bristol,    . 

47  48 

45  75 

49  08 

58  62 

68  43 

BARIfSTABLE, 

21  63 

20  72 

21  27 

22  21 

22  53 

Dukes, 

4  70 

3  71 

3  80 

3  36 

4  21 

Nantucket, 

9  45 

15  57 

19  88 

17  25 

18  70 

Worcester, 

107  52 

95  40 

101  99 

109  77 

108  62 

Berkshire, 

45  09  i 

41  97 

40  68 

38  00 

38  07 

Norfolk,  . 

53  60 

49  42 

54  28 

53  15 

57  28 

Franklin,  . 

31  73 

32  84 

30  06 

26  13 

Hampden,  . 

33  64 

34  88 

38  50 

812  35  9     765  37  3  1,000  00     1,000  00     1,000  00 

The  succeeding  Table  refers  to  Maine,  while  connected  with 
Massachusetts.  It  comprises  the  two  decades,  beginning  in 
1801  and  1811.  It  exhibits  the  proportion  which  every  town 
was  assessed,  by  order  of  the  legislature,  on  each  thousand  dol- 
lars of  a  State  tax,  within  the  periods  just  specified.  Such  a 
proportion  includes  two  mills  for  every  poll.  It  is  made  out  as 
the  towns,  plantations,  townships  and  counties  stood,  and  were 
called,  in  1811. 


'  545  13  is  the  aipottnt  of  the  Towns'  quotas. 

s  The  proportions  of  5 1*000,  assessed  on  Massachusetts,  exclusive  of  Maine,  though  the 
aggregates  of  these  two  sections  in  1801,  were  5I7OOI  27. 
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York  Countt. 

Liifcouf  County. 

1801. 

1811. 

1801. 

1811. 

York,        .        , 

.     94  58 

93  79 

Georgetown,     , 

.     92  96 

92  09 

Kitterv,    . 

4  79 

2  18 

New  Castle, 

1  42 

1  38 

Elliot,       . 

1  98 

Woolwich, 

1  51 

]  36 

Wells,      . 

5  70 

5  3:3 

Wiscasset, 

3  18 

294 

Arandel,  . 

2  76 

2  54 

Bowdoinham,    . 

94 

1  36 

Biddeford, 

2  16 

1  97 

Topsham, 

1  47 

1  37 

Berwick,  • 

5  89 

4  92 

Boothbay, 

1  37 

1  42 

Lebanon,  . 

1  83 

1  84 

Bristol,     . 

2  74 

283 

Sandford,  . 

1  35 

1  35 

Waldoborough, 

204 

230 

Alfred,      . 

1  12 

1  17 

Edgecomb, 

1  14 

1  23 

Lvman,     . 
Phillipaburg,     . 

1  26 

1  19 

Warren,    . 

1  49 

1  64 

1  11 

1  19 

Thomaston, 

1  91 

2  16 

Waterborougb, . 

1  15 

1  18 

Bath, 

2  01 

3  10 

Shapleigh, 

1  86 

220 

Union, 

1  02 

1  16 

Newfield, . 

48 

67 

Bowdoin,  . 

1  02 

1  30 

Paraonsfield,     . 
Liminffton, 
Comiah,   . 

1  42 
1  34 

1  75 
1  57 

Nobleborough, . 
Cushing,  . 

88 
1  21 

1  16 
57 

72 

93 

Camden,   . 

1  28 

1  54 

Limerick, . 

1  02 

]  14 

Dresden,  . 

98 

1  06 

Buxton,     . 

2  62 

2  47 

Alna, 

1  13 

1  04 

Saco, 

3  50 

3  46 

Lewiston, . 

1  02 

93 

Litchfield, 
Lisbon,^    . 

90 
1  03 

1  45 
131 

46  66 

44  62 

St  George, 

83 

Hope,       • 

47 

e7 

CUMBERJ 

ULND  CoUNTT. 

Palermo,  . 

54 

63 

1801. 

1811. 

Montville, 
Jefferson, . 

14 
1  61 

79 
1  01 

Portland,  . 

.    911  19 

911  13 

Friendship, 

43 

Falmouth, 

4  95 

4  81 

Whitfield, 

84 

North  Yarmoutl 

b,      4  15 

4  34 

Putnam,    . 

31 

Scarborough,    . 

3  75 

3  01 

Wales,     . 

29 

35 

Gorham,    . 

2  87 

2  82 

Appleton  Ridge 

1 } 

29 

Cape  Elizabeth, 

1  60 

1  48 

Plantation,    . 

,  c 

Brunawick, 

244 

2  38 

Montville  Plan- 

. 1 

mr 

Freeport,  . 

3  10 

239 

tation,   . 

,  J 

17 

New  Gloucestei 

■,       I  71 

2  11 

Patricktown 

> 

io 

Harpewell, 

1  60 

134 

Plantation,    . 

c 

13 

Windham, 

1  67 

1  71 

CoUamoreRidgc 

)  > 

8 

Standiah,  . 

1  28 

1  55 

Plantation,    . 

,  ^ 

Gray, 

Durham,   . 

1  18 

1  43 

1  55 

1  81 

37  00 

43  23 

Poland,     • 

2  49 

77 

Minot, 

1  92 

Otisfield,  . 

66 

84 

Kenhei 

ixcK  Countt. 

t 

Bridgetown, 
Raymond, 

88 
48 

93 

70 

1801. 

1811. 

Baldwin,  . 

35 

56 

Augusta,  • 

.     91  52 

91  85 

Pownal,    • 

70 

Belgrade, . 

46 

73 

Pejepscot, 

45 

63 

Chesterville,     . 

15 

44 

Hanriaon,  . 

39 

Clinton,     . 

59 

89 

Thompson  Pond 

and  }  ^4 
mt,   I  " 

17 

Fayette,    . 

59 

74 

Shaker  Settlemc 

Farmington, 

1  12 

1  69 

Fairfax,    . 
Gardiner,  . 

30 

82 
1  23 

48  49 

49  92 

>  Little  River  was  added  to  Lisbon  in  1803;  and  iti  proportion  in  1801,  was  S9  cents. 
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Greene,     . 
Harlem,     • 
Hallowel, 
Leeds, 
Monmouth, 
Mount  Vernon, 
Malta, 

New  Sharon, 
Pittston,   . 
Rome, 
Readfield, 
Sidney,     . 
Temple,    . 
Unity, 
Vienna,    . 
Vassalborough, 
Winthrop, 
West  Pond    ) 

Plantation,  I 
Wayne,    . 
Wilton,    . 
Winslow, . 
Waterville, 
525  mile  Pond 

Plantation, 
Beaver  Hill 

Plantation, 
Bridgeton        ) 

Plantation,  I 


74 

1  17 

53 

83 

1  62 

2  27 

57 

1  04 

73 

1  16 

83 

98 

41 

!           43 

81 

1  53 

1  01 

33 

1  28 

1  46 

1  07 

]  56 

37 

!           40 

62 

26 

40 

1  53 

2  12 

1  54 

1  60 

19 

37 

43 

71 

30 

58 

1  40 

78 

• 

1  20 

13 
21 


15 


20  11 


30  66 


Somerset  Countt. 


1801.         1811. 


Solon, 

Plantation  No.  4,  6th  range, 
//  tt    6, 7th     " 

n  n      7, 7lh        If 

Sebasticook  Plantation, 

Plantation  No.  1,  Ist  range  east 
side  Kennebeck  River, 

Plantation  No.  1,  2d  range  east 
side  of  Kennebeck  River, 

Plantation  No.  1 , 1  st  range  west 
side  of  Kennebeck  River, 

Plantation  No.2, 1st  range  west 
side  of  Kennebeck  River, 

Plantation  No.3, 1st  range  west 
side  of  Kennebeck  River, 

Plantation  Curve, 

One  million  acres,  called  the 
Kennebeck  Tract,  granted 
to  William  Bingham, 

Township  No.  5,  4th  range, 
north  of  the  Waltio  Patent, 
granted  to  John  Warren, 

Part  of  Township  No.  5,  2d 
range,  north  of  the  Waldo 
Patent,  granted  to  William 
Shepherd, 

Township  No.  4,  3d  range, 
north  of  the  Waldo  Patent, 
granted  to  David  Greene, 

Part  of  Township  No.  5,  2d 
range,  north  of  the  Waldo 
Patent,  granted  to  John  Bar- 
rett and  others, 


29 
9 
6 
5 

11 


1  09 


Ul  08 


Norridgewock, 

.      $0  65 

90  81 

Hanco 

CK  CoUNTT. 

Canaan,    . 
Pairfield,  . 

76 

85 

1  16 
1  20 

1801. 

1811 

• 

Avon, 

21 

Belfast,      . 

$  76 

91  32 

Anson, 

59 

54 

Penobscot . 

89 

1  26 

Athens,     . 

14 

30 

Orington,  . 

92 

1  33 

Comville, . 

27 

45 

Sedgwick, 

90 

1  31 

Embden,  . 

28 

Isleboro', 

50 

55 

Freeman, . 

20 

Blue  Hill, 

81 

84 

Harmony, . 

12 

24 

Trenton, 

70 

52 

Industry,  . 

33 

42 

Sullivan, 

89 

70 

Madison,  . 

20 

58  Goldsborough,  . 

46 

72 

Mercer,     . 

42  Vinalhaven, 

77 

84 

New  Vineyard, 

28 

43  Frankfort, 

89 

1  47 

New  Portland,  . 

33 

31 

Buckstown, 

85 

]  42 

Palmyra,  . 

19 

Prospect,  . 

91 

1  07 

Starks, 

48 

70 

Hampden, 

87 

1  26 

Strong,     . 

23 

38 

Castine,     . 

1  38 

1  56 

Northport, 

54 

72 

5  23 

Eden, 

50 

61 

1  The  real  amount  of  this  column  is  5^0  66.  It  may  be  that  there  was  an  allowance  for 
the  Plantations  under  Somerset  County,  which  bad  no  proportions  published  with  them,  but 
was  forgotten  to  be  set  down. 
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Orland, 

Ellsworth, 

LiDColnville, 

Surry, 

Dixmont,  . 

Eddington, 

New  ChikrlestowD, 

Garland,    . 

Exeter, 

Plantations  8  and  9. 

Deer  Isle,  • 

Bangor,     . 

Mt  Desert, 


39 
21 
47 
32 

12 


84 
42 
67 


1 
1 


16  98 
Carmel, 
Corinth, 
Orono, 

Green's  Plantation, 
Knox's  da 

Lincoln,  do. 
Jackson,  do. 
Washington,  do. 
Swan,  do. 

Sea  Gore, 

Township  No.  2, 1st  range, 
2,  2d 


It 


It 


It 


It 


It 


II 


»/ 


II 


II 


II 


II 


II 


1,3d 

2,3d 

3,3d 

3,6th 

4,7th 

Township  No.  4,  east  of  Penoh-  ? 
scot  River,  \ 

Mohaville  Plantation, 

Township  No.  8,  between  Pe-  "j 
nobscot  River  and  Lottery 
Townships ;  also  a  Gore  ly-  > 
ing  north  of  and  adjoining 
No.  8.  J 

Township   No.  5,  9th  range, } 
granted  to  Boston,  \ 

Townships  No.  4  and  5,  5th 
t^^g^y  granted  to  Bowdoin 
College, 

Township  No.  4,  2d  range. 

Part  of  Township  No.  3,  on 
the  east  side  of  Penobscot 
River,  granted  to  J.  South- 
gate, 

Part  of  Township,  No.  3,  on 
the  east  side  of  Penobscot 
River,  granted  to  Benjamin 
Eppes  and  company, 

Part  of  Township  No.  3,  east 
of  Penobscot  River,  granted 
to  A.  Forbes, 


52 

69 
93 
37 
39 
27 
24 
25 
24 
31 
43 
01 
88 


14 
17 
26 
44 
27 
15 
22 
16 
20 
14 
23 
15 
10 
14 
13 
10 
13 

10 

21 


44 

12 

60 
37 

01 


14 


01 


Twenty-five   Townships   east  ^ 
of  Penobscot  River,  granted  >  4  09 
to  William  Bingham,  ) 

Township  No.   10,    adjoining^ 
Steuben,  granted  to  William  >     23 
Bingham,  ) 

129  06 
Washington  County. 


Machias,  . 
Columbia, . 
Addison,   . 
Harrington, 
Jonesborough, 
Cherry  field, 
Robbinstown, 
Eastport,  . 
Lubec, 
Calais, 
Steuben,    . 


Plantation  No.  1, 


1801. 

$1  22 
35 
36 
28 
40 
10 

59 


29 
3  59 


II 


II 


II 


II 


II 


II 


II 


n 


2, 

9. 

12, 


Township  No.  10,  on  Passam- 
aquoddy  Bay,  granted  to 
Aaron  Hobart, 

Township  No.  14,  on  Cobbes- 
cook  Bay,,  granted  to  Oliver 
Wendell  and  others. 

Township  No.  13,  on  Passam- 
aquoddy  Bay,  granted  to 
Charles  Turner  and  others, 

Township  No.  15,  on  Cobbes- 
cook  Bay,  granted  to  Leon- 
ard Jarvis  and  others,    . 

Township  No.  13,  west  of  Ma- 
chias, granted  to  John  Peck, 

A  Township  on  the  eastern  line 
of  the  State,  adjoining  land 
granted  to  New  Salem  Acad- 
emy,— grant  made  to  Wil- 
liams College, 

Haifa  Township  on  the  eastern 
line  of  the  State,  adjoining 
land,  granted  to  Groton 
Academy — originally  grant- 
ed to  Westford  Academy, 

Half  a  Township  on  the  east- 
ern line  of  the  State,  adjoin- 
ing land  granted  to  Williams 
College ;  original  grant  made 
to  Framingham  Academy, 


1811. 

$1  88 
65 
33 
49 
50 
19 
29 
1  03 
53 
45 
48 


20 
27 

8 

19 

8 

34 


33 
42 

26 

28 

24 


12 


)>     12 


1  The  amount  of  this  column  is  $^\  47. 
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Twenty-fiye  Townriiipfl,  east  of  ) 
Penobicot  River,  granted  to  >  3  64 
William  Bingham^  ) 

Townahipe  No.  11  and  12,  ad- 
joining Harrison  and  Stea-^     g-. 
ben,   granted    to   William 
Bingham, 


Oxford  Countt. 
1801. 


U4  20 


1811. 


Paris, 
Hebron, 
Turner, 
Buckfield, 
Norway, 
Fryeburg, 
Waterford, 
Livermore, 
Hartford,  • 
Somner,   • 
Bethel,     . 
Brownfield, 
Jay,  . 
Hiram,      • 
Rumford,  . 
East  Andover, 
Lovell, 
Porter,!     . 
Albany,    . 
Dizfield,  . 


1 
1 


97 
08 
14 
97 
58 
96 
65 
73 
35 
43 
67 
30 
55 
11 
30 
16 
30 
13 
13 
17 


1 


10  68 


Denmark, ...      * 
Newry,     . 
Gilead, 
Plantation  No.  3, 

//  n      4,  • 

Holmanstown  Plantation, 

Webb's  Pond,   . 

Lunt's  Grant  and  Thompson- 
town  Plantation,    • 

Howard's  Gore, 

Land  adjoining  Lovell  and  N. 
Hampshire  line,  granted  to 
John  Bradley  and  Jonathan 
Eastman,       .        •        . 

Township  No.  4,  between  Ken- 
nebeck  and  Androscoggin 
Rivers,  granted  to  B.  Ames, 

Township  r^o.  3,  between  the 
same  Rivers,  granted  to  Ja- 
cob Abbot, 

Part  of  Township  No.  6,  be- 
tween the  same  Rivers, 
granted  to  Seth  Wetmore, 


29 
20 
30 
23 
04 
16 
87 
1  43 
66 
65 
78 
38 
12 
31 
63 
24 
38 
24 
16 
32 


36 
19 
16 
13 
17 
8 
26 

12 

4 


1 


50 


48 


39 


'  Part  of  Township  No.  7,  be- 
tween the  same  Rivers, 
granted  to  John  Derby, 

Part  of  Township  Na  8,  be- 
tween the  same  Rivers, 
granted  to  Sarah  Waldo, 

Limd  adjoining  Gilead, granted 
to  Fryeburg  Academy,  . 

Land  adjoining  Lovell,  granted 
to  Fryeburg  Academy,  . 

Township,  Letter  D,  between 
Kennebeck  River  and  New 
Hampshire' line,  granted  to 
Jonathan  Gardner, 

Township,  Letter  E,  between 
the  same  River  and  line, 
granted  to  Jona.  Cummins, 

Township  No.  1, 1st  range,  be- 
tween N.  H.  line  and  Bing- 
ham's million  acres,  grant^ 
to  Moses  Abbot,    . 

Township,  Letter  A,  Na  1,  ad- 
joining N.  H.  line,  granted 
to  Phebe  Eetcham, 

Township,  Letter  A,  No.  2,  ad- 
joining N.  H.  line,  granted 
to  John  J.  Holmes, 

Township  No.  2,  Ist  range,  be- 
tween N.  H.  line  and  Bing- 
ham's million  acres,  granted 
to  Thomas  Service, 

Township  Na  3, 2d  range,  be- 
tween N.  H.  line  and  Bing- 
ham's million  acres,  granted 
to  Wm.  Gilbert  and  others. 

Township  No.  3,  1st  range,  be- 
tween N.  H.  line  and  Bing- 
ham's million  acres,  granted 
to  Thomas  Service, 

Township  No.  4, 3d  range,  be- 
tween N.  H.  line  and  Bing- 
ham's million  acres,  granted 
to  Dunlap  and  Grant,    . 

Part  of  Township  No.  6,  be- 
tween Kennebeck  and  An- 
droscoggin Rivers,  granted 
to  Jacob  Abbot, 

Township  No.  8, 3d  range,  be- 
tween N.  H.  line  and  Bing- 
ham's million  acres,  granted 
to  A.  Cutter, 

Surplus  of  Townships,  letter 
C,  adjoining  N.  H.,  granted 
to  John  Peck, 
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23 
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>  This  luin  differs  from  the  one  ofibi  place  in  the  Aggregates  oTCouBlies. 
*  The  sums  of  this  eoloma  amooat  to  $t^  70. 


PBOPORTIONATE  TAXES. 


AGGREGATE  OF  COUNTY  TAXES* 

A9  PUBUSHXD  BT  ORDER  OF  THX  LSei8Iil.TURB. 


York,  • 
cuhbrrland, 
Lincoln, 
Kbnnrbkck, 


1801. 

$46  66 
48  49 
37  00 
20  11 


1811. 

944  82 
49  92 
43  23 
30  66 


Hancock, 
Washinoton, 
sombrbbt,   • 
Oxford, 


180L 

$16  98 

3  50 

523 

10  68 


181L 

$99  06 
14  90 
11  06 
17  56 


ValtMtion  Tables  for  six  Decades^  from  1790  to  1840, 

inclusive^ 

These  Tables  represent  the  Towns,  alphabetically  arranged 
in  their  several  Coanties,  with  few  exceptions,  as  they  were  in 
1840.  They  do  not  comprise  Maine  up  to  1820,  when  it 
seceded  from  Massachusetts.  Though  the  valuation  of  1790 
would  chronologically  come  under  the  preceding  section,  yet, 
as  it  was  connected  with  those  which  follow,  it  is  placed  with 
them.  The  Tables,  as  well  as  a  large  portion  of  other  facts  con- 
tained in  this  work,  are  derived  from  the  legislative  documents 
of  our  Commonwealth.  To  the  authorities  who  originted, 
and  to  the  officers  who  keep  such  valuable  materials,  the  writer 
is  under  great  obligations.  It  will  be  perceived,  that  the  valu- 
ations of  1790,  1800,  1810,  and  1820,  must  have  been  based 
on  six  per  cent,  of  the  whole  amount  of  property,  except  unim- 
proved lands  at  two  per  cent. ;  but  those  of  1830  and  1840 
included  the  entire  estimated  value  of  property  in  our  Common- 
wealth. Still,  such  calculations  were  much  less,  proportionably, 
than  those  made  as  to  the  wealth  of  Massachusetts,  in  1798, 
1813,  and  1815,  for  assessments  of  the  United  States  direct 
taxes. 
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TAXES  TO  THE  UIOTED  STATE8.  STi 


Internal  Revenue  of  the  United  States. 

That  we  may  have  a  full  survey  of  the  domestic  taxes  dis^ 
buned  by  Massachusetts,  we  must  notice  what  she  has  paid 
into  the  national  treasury  as  well  as  into  her  own.  This,  of 
course,  does  not  include  the  immense  amount  of  customs  on 
foreign  importations  which  is  collected  in  our  Commonwealth 
towards  the  support  of  the  general  government. 

1791.  Duties  on  spirits  distilled  and  stills  employed,  were 
ordered  by  Congress.     They  ceased  in  1802. 

1813.  A  tax  was  laid  on  stills  for  spirituous  liquors,  to  con- 
tinue during  the  war  with  England  and  one  year  after. 

1814  A  duty  was  laid  on  spirits  distilled  in  our  territory. 
It  ceased  in  1817. 

1794  Duties  on  carriages.  These  were,  for  each  coach, 
1^10 ;  chapot,  ^8;  phaeton  or  coachee,  $6;  every  other  four- 
wheel  and  every  two- wheel  top  carriage,  f  2 ;  and  every  other 
two*wheel  carriage,  $1.  The  act  for  such  particulars  was 
repealed  in  1796,  and  another  act  passed  in  its  place  of  the 
following  tenor.  Each  coach,  $15  ;  chariot  or  post-chaise, 
^12;  phaeton,  coaqhee,  or  other  carriage  with  pannel  work, 
etc.,  in  the  upper  division  of  the  sides,  $9;  four-wheel  carriage, 
having  framed  posts  and  tops,  and  hanging  on  steel  springs,  $6 ; 
four-wheel  top  carriage,  hanging  on  iron  springs  or  jacks,  or 
wooden  springs,  and  each  curricle,  chaise,  chair  or  sulkey,  or 
other  two-wheel  top  carriage,  and  for  every  other  two-wheel 
carriage,  hanging  on  steel  *or  iron  springs,  $3 ;  fox  every  other 
two-wheel  carriage,  $2 ;  and  for  each  four-wheel  carriage,  hav- 
ing framed  posts  and  tops  and  resting  upon  wooden  spam,  ^ 
Such  duties  ceased  after  June  30,  1802. 

In  1813,  carriage  taxes  were  revived.  Each  coach,  $20 ; 
chariot  or  post  chaise,  $17;  phaeton  or  coachee,  with  pannel 
work,  ||10  ;  four-wheel  carriage,  hanging  upon  steel  or  iron 
springs,  $7 ;  the  same,  upon  wooden  springs,  |{4 ;  two- wheel 
carriage,  upon  steel  or  iron  springs,  $4 ;  and  every  other  four- 
or  two-wheel  carriage,  $2. 

In  1814,  duties  were  laid  on  carriages  and  the  harness  used 
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with  them,  according  to  their  ralue.  Those  worth  fifty  dol- 
lars, each,  at  $1;  those  worth  one  hundred  dollars,  $2;  two 
hundred  dollars,  $4 ;  three  hundred  dollars,  $7 ;  four  hundred 
dollars,  $11;  fi^e  hundred  dollars,  $16;  six  hundred  dollars, 
$22 ;  eight  hundred  dollars,  $30  ;  one  thousand  dollars,  $40 ; 
every  one  above  one  thousand  dollars,  $50.  These  duties 
ceased  December  31,  1817. 

Duties  were  laid  on  snuff  manufactured,  and  snuff  mills 
employed,  in  the  United  States,  in  1794,  and  repealed  next  year, 
when  a  duty  was  laid  only  on  snuff  mills.  In  1796,  the  act 
was  suspended  for  a  time,  and  also  in  1797,  and  was  repealed 
in  1800. 

Duties  were  laid  on  refined  sugar  in  1794,  and  ceased  in 
1802.  They  were  renewed  in  1813,  to  be  continued  till  one 
year  after  the  war  with  England.     They  ceased  in  1817. 

Duties  on  sales  at  auction  were  enacted  in  1794;  ceased  in 
1802 ;  renewed  in  1813,  and  repealed  in  1817. 

Duties  on  stamped  vellum,  parchment  and  paper,  began  in 
1798  and  closed  in  1803. 

Duties  on  notes  of  banks,  on  bills  of  exchange,  bills  of 
lading,  etc.,  commenced  in  1798.  These  duties  ceased  in 
1802. 

In  1813,  duties  were  laid  on  "all  promissory  notes  issued  by 
banks,  bankers,  or  companies  who  issue  and  discount  notes, 
bonds  or  obligations."  These  duties  were  to  continue  during 
the  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  one  year  after.  They  were 
repealed  in  1817. 

In  1815,  duties  were  laid  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandise, 
manufactured  in  the  United  States^  as  iron,  candles,  hats  and 
caps,  umbrellas  and  parasols,  playing  and  visiting  cards,  bridles 
and  saddles,  boots  and  bootees,  beer,  ale  and  porter,  tobaccO| 
and  leather.     These  duties  ceased  the  next  year. 

Duties  were  ordered,  in  1815,  on  household  furniture,  on 
gold  and  silver  watches.     They  closed  in  1816. 

Duties  were  laid,  in  1816,  on  gold  and  silver  plated  ware,  on 
jewelry  and  paste-work,  made  in  the  United  States.  Repealed 
in  1816. 
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Internal  Revenue  from  Massachtisetts  to  the  United  States^ 

from  1794  to  1801. 


1794-6. 

Domestic  distilled  spirits 
andsUlls,.        .        .$922,351  29 

.  4,555  76 
.  2,115  22i 
.  4,480  00 
.  4,950  99 
.  6,492  00 
.    12,091  25 


Sales  at  auction, 
SnufT,   • 
Snuff  mills,  . 
Refined  sugars, 
Carriages,     . 
Retailers'  licenses, 


Amount, 


1 126,676  5U 


1796-6. 


Domestic  distilled  spirits 
and  stills, .  (148,769  96} 


Sales  at  auction, 
Snuff,  .        . 
Snuff  mills,  . 
Refined  sugars. 
Carriages,    . 
Retailers'  licenses, 

Amount, 


6,100  45 
280  52 
7,700  00 
7,165  36 
6,395  00 
12,565  00 

188,975  69} 


1796-r. 

Domestic  distilled  spirits 
and  stills, .       .        «137,567  27 


Sales  at  auction. 
Refined  sugars. 
Carriages, 
Retailens' 


Amount, 


5,386  27i 
3,529  91i 
11,877  50 
12,245  00 

170,625  96i 


1797-a 

Domestic  distilled  spirits 
and  stills, .  «102,173  94 


■~—  — — — >  - 
Sales  at  auction, 

Refined  sugars, 


3,585  8U 
3,954  Hi 


Carriages,     . 
Retailers'  licenses. 
Stamps,         . 


Amount, 


.  11,459  15 
•  11,990  00 
.    35,817  85 

.  168,980  861 


1799. 


DomRstic  distilled  spirits 
and  stills, .        .        $113,017  611 


Sales  at  auction,  • 
Refined  sugars,    . 
Carriages,     . 
Retailers'  licenses, 
Stamps, 

Amount, 


7,675  60* 
4,499  22i 
13,757  25 
13,885  00 
35,576  85i 

» 187,411  5di 


1800. 


Spirits  distilled,  • 
Country  stills. 
Sugar  refined, 
Retailers'  licenses. 

Sales  at  auction,  . 

Carriages,    •  • 

Stamps,  • 


Amount, 


$91,340  43i 
825  42i 
5,610  72 
14,065  00 
11,782  05i 
14,096  81 
35,174  431 

172,894  88 


1801. 


Spirits  distilled,  • 
Country  stills, 

Sugars  refined,  • 
Retailers'  licenses, 

Sales  at  auction,  . 
Carriages,     • 

Stamps,        •  • 

Amount, 


$140,233  91 

.  1,060  59 

.  6,129  08 

.  14,880  00 

.  17,48:3  38 

.  15,251  81 

.  37,527  56 

232,566  33 


>  The  amouBt  of  the  tums  is  5127,096  61^. 
•     "         "  «         -'         5188,411  MJ. 
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Internal  Revenue  from  Massachusetts  to  the  United  StaieSj 

from  1814  to  1816. 

1814.  Prom  18  April,  1815,  to  22 

Feb.,  1816. 

Licenses  for  stills  and  boilers,  em-  iron,       .... 
ployed  in  distilling  from —  |  Nails,  brads  and  sprigs,  . 

Domestic  materials,      $'53,735  64  I  Candles, 
Foreign  materials,      .    89,272  28  i  Hats,  caps  and  bonnets,  •> 

Carriages :  Number,  14,934 ;      ^     ^  J.  Paper, 


33,995  64 
86,211  12 


Duty  thereon. 
Licenses  to  retailers, 
Sales  at  auction,     . 
Refined  sugars, 
Stamps : 
On  stamped  paper  and 

banknotes,      .        .    20,741  47 
Paid  by  banks  in  lieu  of 
stamps  on  notes,      .      2,880  00 


$2,753  48 
21,209  18 
9,641  68 
8,804  41 
4,905  31 
92  89 
1,117  18 
3,469  57 
2,108  18 


Amount, 


Playing  and  visiting  cards. 
Saddles  and  bridles, 
35,359  04  I  Boots  and  bootees, . 
3,542  36  Beer,  ale  and  porter. 

Tobacco,  segars  and  snuff,  5,014  78 
Leather,  ...  23,255  10 
Umbrellas  and  parasols, .  3  20 

Gold,  silver  and  plated  wares,  2,513  41 

Total,  . 

1816. 


1 255,737  55 


1815. 


Licenses  for  stills  and  boilers,  em- 
ployed in  distilling  from — 

Domestic  materials,       $23,381  83 

Foreign  materials,  .  57,959  11 
On  spirits,  from — 

Domestic  materials,    at 
20  cents  per  gallon,     29,877  84 

do.  at  25  cents      «     .      1,548  14 

Foreign  materials,  at  20 
cents  per  gallon,     .  110,147  27 
Carriages :  Number,  14,184 ; 

Duty  thereon,  .  .  21,748  49 
Licenses  to  retailers,  .  1 13,906  95 
Sales  at  auction,  .  .  87,643  63 
Refined  sugar,  .  .  4,394  17 
Stamps: 

Stamped  paper  and  bank 
notes,      .        .        .      5,520  74 

Paid  by  banks  in  lieu  of 
stamped  duties,       .      9,339  73 
Goods,  etc.  manufactured 

in  the  United  States,  .  56,784  89 
Household  furniture,  gold 

and  silver  watches,  .  5,063  00 
Interest,  etc.  on  duties,  .  213  06 
Fines,  etc.,     .        .        .         926  79 


Total, 


528,455  64 


9  84,888  87 


Licenses  for  stills  and  boilers,  em- 
ployed in  distilling  from — 

Domestic  materials,    .    $7,801  92 

Foreign  materials,      .    74,681  01 
Spirits : 

Distilled  from  domestic 
materials,  at  20  cents 
per  gallon,       .        .    11,962  62 

Distilled  from  domestic 
materials,  at  25  cts.  do.      499  40 

Distilled  from  foreign  ma- 
terials, at  20  cu.  do.,    41,277  01 
Carriages :  Number,  10,391; 

Duty  thereon,      .  15,850  39 

Licenses  to  retailers,  .  107,507  92 
Sales  at  auction,  .  .  95,708  94 
Refined  sugars,  .  .  15,182  74 
Stamps : 

On  paper  and  bank  notes,  4,562  18 

Paid  by  banks  in  lieu  of 
stamp  duties,  .        .    10,463  33 
Goods,  etc.  manufactured 

in  the  United  States,  .    31,269  46 
Household    furniture    and 

gold  and  silver  watches,  15,549  50 
Interest  and  additions  re- 
ceived   on    duties    not 

punctually  paid,         .        575  51 
U.  States'  moiety  of  fines, 

forfeitures,  etc.  recovered,  2,137  18 

Total  of  duties  accruing,  3  435,029  11 


>  These  Items  of  revenue,  and  al«o  ihosc  comprised  in  ihis  document  to  the  close  of  1816, 
are  taken  from  Seytiert's  Statistics  of  the  United  States.  He  and  the  national  treasurer  ditSu 
from  each  other  about  the  amount  of  the  tax  for  Massachusetts  in  1814,  and  from  the  amount 
iiself.  Seyben  rives  the  total  for  1814  at  5:270,671  66,  having  included  the  mmber  9/ 
Carriagea^  io  make  his  amount. 

*  The  sum  of  the  cents  is  37. 

>  The  total  of  the  aeveml  turns  in  diis  section,  af  stated  by  Seybert,  is  5635,089  11,  being 
evidently  incorrect. 
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Direct  Taxes  of  the  United  States. 

Of  these,  in  their  amounts  and  years,  immediately  to  be 
expressed,  Massachusetts  was  taxed  the  subsequent  propor- 
tions : 


Whole  tax  for  the 
United  Stales. 

92,000,000 
3,000,000 
6,000.000  1 
3,000,000 


Yean. 

1798 
1813 
1815 
1816 


Proportion  of 
Ma»sachusett8. 

(260,435  31.2 

316,270  98 
632,541  96 
316,270  98 


Aggregate  amount  of  the  <<  valuations  of  the  lands,  lots,  and 
dwelling-houses,"  in  Massachusetts. 

1798,                      1813.  1815. 

(83,992,469  12             $149,253,514  (143,765,560  20 

Proportion  paid  by  Massachusetts  for  $100  of  these  valua- 
tions. 

1798.                      1813.  1816. 

Cents.                                  Cents.  Cents. 

31                               2J  44 


Lands  and  dwelling-houses  in  Massachusetts,  1798. 

Acres.  Value.  I        Houses.  Value. 

7,831,028         (59,445,642  64       |    *  48,984         (24,546,826  46 

Amount  of  taxes  assessed  on 


Lands. 
(169,958  77 


Houses. 
(82,732  47 


Amount  assessed. 

(252,691  24 


Bank  Tax. 

As  a  principal  means  of  lessening  our  State  rates,  when 
assessed,  or  preventing  the  need  of  them,  when  not  laid,  we 
have  the  Tax  semi-annually  paid  by  our  Banks  to  the  Com- 
monwealth. The  total  of  such  revenue,  each  year,  is  as 
follows : 


Tear. 

1813, 
1814, 
1815, 

1816, 


Amount. 

(78,350  00 
107,569  45 
113,240  98 
114,572  91 


Year.      Amount. 

1817,  .  (101,073  61 

1818,  .   94,992  36 

1819,  .  102,806  91 

1820,  .  105,588  89 


Year.      Amount. 

1821,  .  (102,125  00 

1822,  .  103,239  88 

1823,  .  115,723  29 

1824,  .  123,132  16 


'  Tlie  act,  for  this  tax,  was  repealed  the  following  year,  and  another  passed  to  lay  a  tax 
for  |9;000,000. 
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Year. 

AmooBt. 

Year. 

Amount. 

Year. 

Amount. 

1825, 

.  $144,643  86 

1833, 

.  $266,668  47 

1840, 

.  $344,368  51 

1826, 

.  165,184  34 

1834, 

.  294,452  10 

1841, 

.  336,035  13 

1827, 

.  182,419  51 

1835, 

.  304,211  11 

1842, 

.  328,036  58 

1828, 

.  190,427  20 

1836, 

.  317,546  98 

1843, 

.  313,269  45 

1829, 

.  202,629  45 

1837, 

.  379,175  12 

1844, 

.  305,592  77 

1830, 

.  198,226  75 

1838, 

.  354,5612  00 

1845, 

.  304,720  83 

1831, 

.  196,908  93 

1839, 

.  341,308  17 

1846, 

.  312,000  42 

1832, 

.  232,766  26 

Auction  Sale  Tax. 

This  source  of  income  to  our  Commonwealth  is  located  here, 
so  that  we  may  perceive  the  proportion  in  which  it  has  con- 
tributed to  diminish  the  call  for  taxation. 


Year. 

Amount. 

Year. 

Amonot. 

Year. 

Amount. 

1823, 

.  $13,201  91 

1831,  . 

$26,005  23 

1839,  . 

,  $53,460  13 

1824, 

.   27,815  15 

1832,  . 

39,481  47 

1840,  . 

52,746  75 

1825, 

4     24,902  30 

1833,  . 

43,134  55 

1841,  . 

50,469  38 

1826, 

.   40,255  95 

1834,  . 

.   41,655  35 

1842,  . 

.   54,435  51 

1827, 

.   34,381  07 

1835,  . 

45,090  19 

1843,  . 

46,995  20 

1828, 

.   34,297  65 

1836,  . 

57,845  62 

1844,  . 

40,950  37 

1829, 

.   37,358  97 

1837,  . 

55,942  90 

1845,  . 

.   49,295  17 

1830, 

.   33,^49  70 

1838,  . 

.   41,292  14 

1846,  , 

.   52,584  47 

Other  means  to  diminish,  or  aid  to  prevent  our  State  tax, 
follow. 

Income  from  Lands  in  Maine, 

AmoonU 

$3,853  78 
6^295  19 
2,414  72 
1,373  53 

1^80  84 

2,567  80 

847  78 


Year, 

Amount. 

Yenr. 

1826, 

.  $12,447  57 

1833, 

1827, 

8,629  07 

1834, 

1828, 

.   11,946  11 

1835, 

1829, 

.   18,551  16 

1836, 

1830, 

.   10,881  94 

1837, 

1831, 

.   18,270  66 

1838, 

1832, 

.   45,279  28 

1839, 

Amount. 

Year. 

$79,648  02 

1840,   . 

56,525  01 1 

1841,   . 

93,205  79 

1842,   . 

24,513  90  9 

1843,   . 

14,861  76 

1844,   . 

13,684  89 

1845,   . 

11,168  31 

1846,   . 

Income  from  Licenses  to  Hawkers  and  Pedlers. 
From  July,  1846,  to  January  1847,        .        .        •       .        $4,263. 

Fees  required  for  Alien  Passengers. 


Year. 

1840, 
1841, 
1842, 

Amount 

.  $   50  00 
.   9,504  31 
.   4,914  86 

Year. 

1843, 
1844, 
1845, 

Amount 
.  $4,926  76 
47  12 
.   6,920  24 

Year.      Amount. 

1846,  .  $11,526  39 

1847,  .   21,600  93 
[to  September  I. 

>  In  1894,  the  Massachiuetts  school  fund  began,  and  half  of  the  proceeds  of  land  in  Blaine 
ippropriated  to  it,  until  the  amount  of  said  fund  shall  be  51;000,000. 

*  The  amount  of  sales  for  lands  in  Maine  has  been  as  great  as  ever.  Its  diminution  m 
this  and  successive  years,  is  owing  to  the  appropriation  of  its  cluef  proportion  to  the  school 
fond  and  Western  railroad  sinking  fiiad. 
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Dividends  on  Western  Railroad  Stock. 

Year.  Amount.         l     Year.  Amount.        i     Year.  Amount. 

1845,    .    $60,000  00    >    1846,    .    (50,000  00    ■    1847,    .    $71,764  00 


The  main  body  of  this  work  draws  to  a  close.  Our  course 
through  it  has  presented  us  more  with  a  repulsive  array  of 
numerical  characters  than  with  the  pictures  of  fancy  and 
bouquets  of  rhetoric.  Still,  this  does  not  conclusively  prove 
that  its  labor  and  expense  are  all  to  no  useful  purpose.  Some 
of  the  present  age,  and  more  of  the  future,  who  love  to  peruse 
the  materials  which  constitute  important  portions  pf  their 
Commonwealth's  history,  however  dry  and  generally  uninter- 
esting, will  not  regard  our  effort  as  either  needless  or  worthless. 
Not  every  estimable  production  of  the  natural,  intellectual  and 
moral  worlds,  is  always  known  as  such  from  its  being  univer- 
sally  appreciated  and  applauded.  Hence,  we  may  take  heart 
to  lay  our  offering,  though  not  without  blemish,  on  the  common 
altar  of  science. 
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Page  20.    Peterborough  was  granted  to  Samuel  Heywood  and  others. 

P.  23.  Though  one  account  says,  that  the  land  mentioned  as  granted  to 
Connecticut  was  conveyed  to  them  in  1713,  and  was  of  the  number  of  acres 
particularized,  yet  a  report  of  the  Commissioners  employed  in  the  transaction, 
states,  that  they  laid  out  105,793  acres.  May  4,  1715,  situated  in  Massachu- 
setts, for  that  Colony.  Land  in  Belchertown,  Ware  and  Pelham,  was  of 
such  territory. 

P.  25.  The  phraseology  of  the  sale,  made  to  GoHiam  and  Phelps  in  1788, 
seems  to  indicate,  that  they  purchased  all  the  rijrht  of  our  Commonwealth 
to  land  in  New  York ;  but  another  sale  of  March  8, 1791,  to  Samuel  Ogden, 
gives  a  different  idea. 

P.  32.  There  are  diverse  opinions  about  the  first  settlement  of  Newbmy. 
That  people,  though  few,  dwelt  here  in  16^,  is  evident  from  Wood's  New 
England  Prospect  Writing  in  that  year  of  the  territory  in  Ipswich  and 
Newbury,  he  remarked,  ^  there  being  as  yet  scarce  any  inhabitants  in  these 
two  spacious  places." 

P.  35.  Though  the  inhabitants  of  East  Sudbury,  now  Wayland,  were 
formed  into  a  S^iety,  over  whom  William  Cook  became  the  first  minister  in 
1723,  yet,  as  residents  of  Sudbury,  they  had  enjoyed  the  liJ>ors  of  Israel 
lioring,  ordained  there  in  1706. 

P.  39.  The  purchase,  made  by  Gov.  Bradford  and  others  of  their  dis- 
afiected  partners  in  England,  as  to  Plymouth  Colony  stock,  was  the  last  of 
September,  1627. 

P.  46.  De  Laet,  with  relation  to  Martha's  Vineyard,  said,  ^  which  was 
named  by  our  countrymen,  Henzy  Christian's  Island,  and  by  others.  Marten- 
Vinger's  Island.** 

P.  47.  Oxford  was  confirmed  by  Sir  Edmund  Andros  and  his  Council, 
Dec.  19,  IG87,  to  its  original  grantees  and  Dr.  Daniel  Cox. 

P.  48.  Hardwick  was  probably  so  called,  after  Lord  Hardwicke,  of  Eng- 
land. 

P.  56i    Hawley  was  named  for  Major  Joseph  Hawley. 

P.  76-7.  Gov.  Bowdoin's  message  of  Nov.  7, 1786,  stated,  that  Gregoire 
and  Lady  had  arrived  in  Boston  by  the  way  of  New  York,  with  letters  from 
La  Fayette,  and  Otto,  the  French  charge  d'afl^res,  resident  in  the  latter 
place.  An  Act  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  was  passed,  Oct  29,  1787, 
^for  naturalizing  Barthelemy  de  Gregoire,  Maria  Theresa  Gregoire  his  wife, 
and  their  children." 

P.  93.    Rome  contains  part  of  Mount  Vernon. 

P.  97.    New  Portland  was  called  Seven  Mile  Brook. 
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P.  136.  As  an  indication  how  the  ^  Scotsmen  "  were  disposed  of  amon|r 
onr  population,  we  have  an  extract  from  a  letter,  relative  to  similar  captives 
previously  transported  to  Massachusetts,  forwarded  by  the  Rev.  John  Cotton, 
and  dated  28th  of  5th  mo.,  1651,  to  Cromwell.  "The  Scots  whom  God 
delivered  into  your  hands  at  Dunbarre,  and  whereof  sundry  were  sent  hither, 
we  have  been  desirous  (as  we  could)  to  make  their  yoke  easy.  Such  as 
were  sick  of  the  scurvy  or  other  diseases  have  not  wanted  physick  and 
chyrurgery.  They  have  not  been  sold  for  slaves  to  perpetuall  servitude,  but 
for  six  or  seven  or  eight  yeares,  as  we  do  our  owne ;  and  he  that  bought  the 
most  of  them  (I  heare)  buildeth  bouses  for  them,  for  every  four  an  house, 
layeth  some  acres  of  ^ound  thereto,  which  he  giveth  them  as  their  owne, 
requiring  three  dayes  m  the  weeke  to  worke  tor  him  (by  tumes)  and  four 
dayes  for  themselves,  and  promiseth,  as  soone  as  they  can  repay  him  the 
mone^  he  layed  out  for  them,  he  will  set  them  at  liberty." 

With  regard  to  other  such  captives,  the  following  letters,  being  copies  of 
their  origineds  and  contained  in  a  volume  of  the  Suffolk  Records,  axe  pre- 
sented. 

*<  London,  this  11  of  Nouember,  1651. 
"  Mr.  Tho :  Kemble, 

**  Wee  whose  names  are  vnder  written,  freighters  of  the  shipp  John 
and  Sara,  whereof  is  commander  John  Greene,  doe  consigne  the  sajd  shipp 
and  servants  to  be  disposed  of  by  you  for  our  best  Advantage  and  account 
and  the  whole  proceed  of  these  servants  and  vojage  retoume  m  a  jojnt  stocke 
without  any  division  in  such  ^oods  as  you  conceive  wOl  tume  best  to  acc'nt 
in  the  Barbadoes  and  Consigne  them  to  Mr.  Charles  Rich  for  the  fore  sajd 
acc'nt  and  what  other  paj  you  meete  with  fit  for  this '  place  send  hither  and 
take  the  Advise  and  Assistance  of  Capt  Jno.  Greene  in  disposall  of  the  ser- 
vants dispatch  of  the  shipp  or  what  else  may  any  wajes  conceme  the  vojage 
thus  wishing  the  shipp  a  safe  vojage  and  Gods  blessing  on  the  same  not 
doubting  of  your  best  care  and  dilligence. 

^  Remajne :  Your  loving  friends, 

Jo:  Bekx, 
RoBT.  Rich, 
WiLLJAM  Gresnx." 

"London,  this  11th  of  November,  165L 
"  Cap!  Jno.  Greene, 

"  Wee  whose  names  are  vnder  written  freighters  of  your  shipe 
the  John  and  Sara  doe  order  you  forthwith  as  winde  and  weather  shall  permitt 
to  set  sajle  for  Boston  in  New  En^and  and  there  deliuer  our  Orders  and  ser- 
vants to  Tho :  Kemble  of  Charles  Toune  to  be  disposed  of  by  him  according 
to  orders  wee  have  sent  him  in  that  behalfe  and  wee  desire  you  to  advise 
with  the  sajd  Kemble  about  all  that  may  conceme  that  whole  Intended 
vojage  vsing  your  Indeavors  with  the  sajd  Kemble  for  the  speediest  lading 
your  shipp  m>m  New  £ng :  to  the  barba!does  with  provisions  and  such  other 
things  as  are  in  N.  E.  fit  for  the  west  Indjes  where  you  are  to  deliuer  them 
to  Mr.  Charles  Rich  to  be  disposed  of  by  him  for  tne  Joinct  account  of  the 
freighters  and  so  to  be  Retoumed  home  in  a  stocke  vndevided  thus  desiring 
your  Care  and  industije  in  dispatch  and  speed  of  the  vojage  wishing  you  a 
happy  and  safe  Retoume  We  Remajne  your  loving  friends 

John  Beex, 
RoBT.  Rich, 
Will.  Grxehx." 

Then  follow  the  names  of  the  persons  who  were  thus  transported.  They 
numbered  about  two  hundred  and  seventy-four. 

Among  later  instances  of  selling  whites  into  bondage,  was  one  of  striking 
particulars,  as  related  by  the  Boston  News  Letter.  James  Annesley,  heir  to 
the  Earl  of  Anglesey,  was  kidnapped,  when  aboat  nine  years  old,  on  the 
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decease  of  his  father,  and  sold  as  a  slave  in  America.  After  reroainine  here 
nineteen  years,  be  returned  home,  commenced  a  suit  for  his  estate  an  J  title, 
but  had  not  recovered  them  when  he  died.  This  was  in  January,  1760.  He 
left  a  son  to  prosecute  his  claim. 

P.  141.  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  in  1678,  informs  the  Lords  of  Trade  that  the 
militia  of  Massachusetts  were  8,000  or  10,000.  If  we  say  9,000,  and  multi- 
ply this  hj  5|,  we  have  as  the  product  48,000  inhabitants.  Though  his 
statement  is  far  less  than  that  of  Randolph  two  years  before,  still  it  is  too 
large  if  he  meant  only  the  territory  then  in  our  Commonwealth. 

Governor  Bradstreet  gave  the  ensuing  account  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  in 
1680.  Four  or  five  hundred  whites  are  bom  annually.  Most  of  them  are 
baptized,  except  Anabaptists'  children  and  some  others.  There  are  two  or 
three  hundred  marriages  a  year.  During  the  Indian  war,  (1675-76,)  seven 
or  eight  hundred  lives  were  lost ;  tliere  were  less  births  than  deaths,  and  as 
many  died  with  the  small-pox  about  two  years  since. 

P.  142.  1702,  Dec.  A  report  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  gives  the  number  of 
military  men  of  Massachusetts  as  follows :  126  companies  and  15  troops, 
making  9,642,  which  includes  480  for  York  county. 

Governor  Joseph  Dudley  estimated  the  population  of  Massachusetts,  as 
follows:  In  1703,  50,000,  besides  blacks;  1709,  56,000 ;  1712,  75,102. 

Births  in  Massachusetts,  for  a  year  ending  April  1,  1705,  were  over  2,000, 
besides  500  for  Quakers,  who  were  unwilling  to  register  their  children. 


Counties. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Bristol, 

.        88      . 

qo     5  and  75  more  )     ^^ 
•        ^    KorCluakerB,J     ^^ 

York, 

18      . 

13         ...         31 

Plymouth, . 

42 

50 

92 

Barnstable, 

91       . 

74 

1541 

Martha's  Vineyard,    16 

13 

29 

Nantucket, 

6      . 

7 

13 

Suffolk,     . 

.      229       . 

.      141 

4718 

Middlesex, 

.      203      . 

.      187 

390 

jjjssex,       . 

.      221       . 

.      247 

468 

Hampshire, 

.        91       . 

77 

168 

Total, 


1,004 


851 


2,071 


In  1712,  Governor  Dudley  makes  the  subsequent  return  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade  and  Plantations :  Births  and  burials,  from  Januaiy  1, 1711,  to  January 

1, 1712. 

Counties.  Births.  Burials. 


Suffolk, 

547 

450  9 

Middlesex,  . 

426 

121 

Essex, 

503 

128 

West  Hampshire, 

154 

73 

Bristol, 

146 

62 

Plymouth,    . 

151 

48 

Barnstable, . 

35 

10 

Yorkshire,  • 

20 

4 

Dukes, 

40 

8 

Total,    .        .        .     2,022        ...        904 

To  this  was  added,  New  Hampshire,  349  births  and  128  burials  for  the 
same  time. 

1  This  total  does  not  equal  its  compoDent  parts. 

*  This  total  is  greater  than  its  component  parla.    Probably  the  females  win  t43. 

s  xhis  was  an  unusually  large  proportion. 
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Gofvnior  Ehnte  stated,  that  in  1717,  there  were  113  male  and  13  female 
white  servants  broagfat  from  London,  Dublin  and  Belfast  in  Ireland,  and  from 
the  island  of  Jersey. 

P.  143.  1655.  A  law  was  passed  in  Plymouth  Colony,  that  <<  all  such 
Scotes  and  Irish,  as  are  in  any  Township  in  the  Government,  shall  beare 
armes  and  traine  as  others,  excepting  such  as  are  servants  irom  month  to 
month." 

P.  144.  ICiQO.  Governor  Bradstreet  stated  that  Plymouth  had  about  1,900 
militia,  and  that  it  contained  some  black  slaves,  with  some  Indian  women 
and  boys  who  were  slaves,  and  taken  in  the  late  war. 

P.  180.  Robert  Cushman,  in  the  dedicatory  epistle  to  his  sermon  on  Self- 
Love,  dated  December  12, 1621,  related  of  the  New  England  Indians,  but 
particularly  of  those  in  and  around  Plymouth  Colony,  that  "  they  were  very 
much  wasted  of  late  by  reason  of  a  great  mortality  that  fell  amongst  them 
three  years  since,  which,  together  with  their  own  civil  dissensions  and 
bloody  wars,  hath  so  wasted  them,  as  I  think  the  twentieth  person  is  scarce 
left  alive,  and  those  that  are  left,  have  their  courage  much  abated  and  their 
countenance  is  dejected,  and  they  seem  as  a  people  a&ighted." 

P.  198.  1720,  Feb.  17.  A  reply  of  Governor  Shute  to  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
gives  the  following  statements.  The  civilized  Indians,  men,  women  and 
children,  of  Massachusetts,  are  1,200.^  The  Kennebeck  fighting  Indians 
are  100,  mostly  at  Norridgewock,  in  a  wooden  fort,  where  is  a  chapel  and  a 
iesuit  There  are  50  of  the  same  class  at  Pennicook,  Ameriscoggin  and 
rigwaket.    The  Penobscots  have  150  warriors. 

P.  196.  1821,  Dec.  6.  Hannah  Dexter,  a  noted  doctrees  of  the  Natick 
tribe,  a^ed  76,  was  killed  by  her  grandson  at  Natick,  because  she  reproved 
him  for  Dis  disorderly  conduct,  while  he  was  intoxicated. 

P.  201.  The  following  letter,  with  regard  to  slaves,  was  sent  by  the  gov- 
ernor of  Virginia  to  the  chief  magistrate  of  Massachusetts.  Its  superscrip- 
tion ran  thus : 

M  To  the  right  WorshipfuU  the 

Gouemhr  of  New  England 
theese  present. 
«  Wiwthy  Sir 

^  Hauing  receiued  Intelligence  and  complaint  from  Mr  John 
Chew  merchant  that  certaine  of  his  seruants  beinff  run  away  about  May  1643 
and  are  now  resident  in  your  Collony  of  New  England  1  desire  you  will 
please  to  assist  this  Gentleman  the  Bearer  in  the  regaining  of  them  by  all 
possible  meanes  that  may  be  It  being  but  an  accustomed  fauour  reciprocally 
•hewen  vpon  aU  occasions  ejrther  to  other  in  which  at  noe  tyme  we  shalbe 
defectiue  as  we  expect  the  like  from  you  He  hath  made  it  appeare  in  Court 
they  are  his  seruants  their  names  are  Walter  Joy,  William  Woodhead  & 
Henry  King  alias  Guy  soe  not  doubting  of  your  assistance  herein 

I  rest 
Virginia  ye  Yr  Seruant 

13th  of  June  Wiluam  Berkelxt." 

1644 

P.  202.  As  an  occasion  for  various  inquiries  relative  to  the  importation 
of  colored  slaves  into  the  British  American  Colonies,  we  give  the  ensuing 
fact    The  A&ican  Company  complained,  on  the  Slst  of  October,  1676,  to 

>  This  Dumber  miut  have  been  too  low.  At  this  time  there  were  no  less  than  800  at 
Martha's  Vineyard. 
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the  LoidB  for  Plantatknifl,  that  interloping  slaye  iiups  sell  their  cargoee  in 
the  West  Indies,  which  is  an  injury  to  them.  They  had  laid  out  £50,000  to 
build  forts  for  the  support  of  their  trade. 

In  reply  to  inquiries  from  the  Lords  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  Governor 
Bradstreet,  in  1680,  gwe  the  subsequent  answer  as  to  Massachusetts.  No 
company  of  slaves  have  been  brought  since  the  establishment  of  the  Colony, 
fifty  years  ago,  except  about  two  years  ago,  after  twenty  months*  voyage  to 
Madagascar,  a  vessel  brought  forty  or  Af^  nenoes,  chiefly  women  and  chil- 
dren. They  cost  £40  apiece,  and  were  sold  from  £10  15  to  £20  €ach. 
Thero  are  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  them  in  this  Colony.  Now  and 
then  two  or  three  are  brought  from  Barbadoes  and  other  English  Plantations. 
'^  There  are  as  many  (120)  Scotts  brought  hither  and  sold  for  servants  in  time 
of  the  war  with  England,  and  most  now  married  and  living  here,  and  about 
half  so  many  Irish  brought  hither  at  several  times  as  servants.'' 

P.  203.  An  act  passed  June  11,  1707,  made  the  succeeding  requisitions. 
That  free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  able-bodied,  labor  on  the  highways,  clean 
streets,  etc.,  where  they  live,  instead  of  training,  watching,  and  other  like 
service.  That  they  appear  on  parade  ground,  in  case  of  alarm,  and  do 
whatsoever  the  commanding  officers  shall  order  them. 

1708,  Oct  1.  Governor  Dudley  sends  the  subsequent  information  to  the 
same  authorities.  In  Boston  there  are  400  negro  servants,  one  half  of  whom 
were  bom  here.  In  one  hundred  villages  and  towns  there  are  150  suph 
Wrvants.  These  two  make  a  total  of  550.  From  January  24,  1698,  to  the 
25th  of  December,  1707,  two  hundred  negroes  arrived  in  Massachusetts* 
He  stated  Ihat  the  African  Company  (of  England)  had  not  had  any  factory  or 
ship  here.  **  Some  traders,  on  their  own  account,  a  long  time  since,  have 
been  upon  the  coast  of  Guinea  and  imported  slaves.  The  last  was  Thomas 
Winsor,  who  brought  slaves  from  Africa  in  1699,  and  also  twenl^-five  of 
them  in  1700.  Other  slaves  were  imported  from  the  West  Indies,  who 
proved  to  be  the  worst  kind  of  servants.  The  price  of  each  was  from  £15  to 
£25.  The  planters  here  much  prefer  white  servants  from  Great  Britain, 
Ireland,  Jersey  and  Guernsey,  who  are  serviceable  in  war  presently,  and 
after  become  planters."  Negroes  are  found  unprofitable.  Three  years  since, 
£4  a  head  was  laid,  as  a  duty  on  them,  ^  to  encourage  the  bringing  in  of 
white  servants."  The  duties,  belonging  to  the  Amcan  Company,  are 
enclosed.  Such  money  appears  to  have  been  what  the  Company  claimed  by 
their  charter,  which  allowed  them  the  monopoly  of  the  slave  tfade  with  the 
English  dominions. 

On  the  tenth  of  the  same  month  and  year,  Mr.  Dudley  informed  the  Lords 
of  Trade,  that  New  Hampshire  had  seventy  slaves,  twenty  of  whom  were 
imported  from  June  4,  1698,  to  December  25,  1707. 

Judge  Sewall,  of  Massachusetts,  in  his  MS.  diary  of  June  22,  1716,  noted, 
**  I  assayed  to  prevent  Negroes  and  Indians  being  rated  with  horses  and 
cattle,  but  could  not  succeed." 

179D,  Feb.  17.  Information  from  Governor  Shute  to  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
gives  the  slaves  of  Massachusetts  at  2,000,  including  a  few  Indians.  He 
added,  that  during  the  same  year,  thirty-seven  male  and  sixteen  female 
negroes  were  imported,  with  the  remark,  ^  No  great  difference  for  seven 
years  last  pasL* 

P.  204.  The  case  relative  to  the  slave  James,  may  be  found  on  the 
Records  of  the  Supreme  Court,  page  196,  for  the  year  1769.  These  inform 
us,  that  Lechmere,  on  the  1 1th  of  April,  1768,  at  Cambridge,  ^^took,  impris- 
oned and  restrained  "  James  "  of  his  liberty  and  held  him  in  servitude,''  from 
that  date  to  May  2,  1769,  when  the  question  was  laid  before  an  inferior 
court  This  judicial  body  decided,  as  a  matter  of  form,  so  that  the  subject 
might  go  to  a  higher  tribunal,  that  Lechmere  **  recover  against  James,  costs." 
At  a  session  of  Sie  Supreme  Court,  began  October  31, 1769,  James  appeared 
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w  the  appellant  from  fuch  jadgmeat  "  The  appellee,  altkoagh  aolemnljr 
called  to  come  iato  coait,  did  not  appear,  but  made  default  It  is  conaidered 
by  the  court  that  the  said  James  recover  against  the  said  Richard  the  sum 
of  two  pounds  money  damage  and  costs,  taxed  at  £4  *  16  *  8."  Such  facts 
are  adduced  to  show,  that  tms  case  was  tried  as  early  as  1769,  because  a 
judge  of  high  legal  authority  expressed  his  doubts  of  it  ts  the  writer,  suspect- 
ing it  to  have  been  at  a  later  date. 

P.  224.    Line  15,  supply  Company  after  Massaehusetta. 

P.  960.    Line31,  supply  sign  of  quotation  after  (Asm. 

P.  324.    Line  11,  for  patriot  read  patrioiie. 

P.  328.    Lines  27,  8, 9.    The  sentence  here  needs  explanation.    It  seems 
to  contradict  the  General  Table  of  Taxes.    The  Table  does  not  include 
1742.    Still  the  tax  for  this  year  was  assessed  to  pay  its  charges,  though  it 
'was  not  fully  enacted  till  the  15th  of  January  in  1743. 

P.  495.    The  resolve  of  June  10, 1813,  sets  the  tax  on  each  poll  at  one 
milL    But  the  valuation  of  1821  allowed  one  mill  and  a  half  on  each  polL 

P.  540  to  543.    For  Proportionate  read  County  and  Town  Taxes. 

P.  556.    For  Township,  Letter  A,  No.  1,  for  59  cents  read  50  cent& 
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WfcM  Mvtml  p«fM9  nfcftiflf  to  t]i«  imm  bum,  an  dMiotsd  hj  iuu  or  hniidredf,  thoM  fifono  will 
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Abbot,  Jacob,  656 
Abbot,  Moms,  5M 
AdaiDS,  John,  887 
Adtms,  Samuel,  887, 490, 1 
Allen,  Edward,  229 
Allen,  John,  240,  60 
Amea,  B.,  656 
Andrewa,  John,  266,  6 
Andrewa,  Joaepb,  227 
Androe,  Edmund,  268,  4, 

5, 8, 9,  70,  8,  682,  4 
Anne,  Queen,  proclama- 
tion, 294 
Annealey,  John,  683 
Appleton,  John,  266,  6 
Appleton,  Samuel,  227 
Appleton,  Samuel,  248, 66, 

7,8 
AapinwaU,  William,  227 
Ayres,  Simon,  229 

Bailey,  James,  266,  6 
Bailey,  John,  266,  6 
Bailey,  Joshua,  266, 6 
Baker,  William,  864, 6 
Ball,  Samuel,  262 
Ballard,  William,  228 
BardweU,  480 
Barrett,  John,  664 
Bates,  James,  228 
Batte,  Christopher,  228 
Batter,  Edmund,  229 
Beacher,  Thomas,  227 
Beez,  John,  688 
Belcher,  Andrew,  298 
Belcher,  Jonathan,  316,  7, 
8,9,20, 1,2»8 


Berkeley,  WUliam,  686 
Bernard,  Francis,  878,  4, 

6,  7,  8, 81 ;  recaUed,  882 
Bingham,  WUUam,  664,  6, 

6 
Bishop,  Townsend,  227 
Blackstone,  William,  224 
Blood,  John,  268 
Blood,  Robert,  268 
Bollan,  WilUam,  826,  71 
Bowdoin,  James,  887,  436, 

7,8,41,4,6,682 
Boyse,  Matthew,  229 
Bradbury,  Thomas,  248 
Bradford,  Alden,  428,  86 
Bradford,  WUUam,  223 
Bradley,  John,  666 
Bradstreet,  Dudley,  266,  7 
Bradstreet,  Simon,  249^, 

6.6 
Brasdon,  John,  364 
Bramtree,  abated,  280 
Brenton,  William,  248 
Bridges,  Robert,  229 
Briges,  George  N.,  606,  7 
Brooks,  John,  498 
Brown,  John,  861 
Brown,  Nathaniel,  266,  6 
Brown,  Richard,  227 
Brown,  William,  266 
Brown,  William,  293 
Bulkley,  Peter,  266 
Burseley,  John,  224,  6 

Cabot,  Francis,  446 
Caulkin,  Hugh,  240 
Chai^Bo,  Joseph,  266, 6 


Charles  I.,  224 
Cheesbro,  William,  229 
Christian,  Henry,  682 
Clarke,  Thomas,  240 
Cole,  Abraham,  260 
Cole,  Samuel,  248 
Colebran,  William,  227 
Cook,  William,  682 
Cooke,  Joseph,  227,  8 
Cooper,  Samuel,  360 
Cotton,  John,  588 
Cos,  Daniel,  582 
Cozeall,  John,  226,  7 
Cromwell,  Oliver,  688 
Crosse,  John,  228 
Cummings,  Jonathan,  666 
Cushing,  Thomas,  887 
Cushman,  Robert,  586 
Cutter,  A.,  666 

Dana,  Francis,  446 
Davis,  Benjamin,  290 
Davis,  John,  604 
De  Laet,  582 
Dennison,  Daniel,  226, 8 
Derby,  John,  656 
Dexter,  Hannah,  686 
Dickison,John,  244,  6 
Dorman,  Eohralm,  266 
Dresser,  John,  Sen.,  266, 6 
Dudley,  Joseph,  263,  91— 

96,684,6 
Dummer,    William,   818, 

8.4 
Duncan,  Nathaniel,  226, 7, 

8, 9,  33, 48 
Dunlap,  666 
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Dun§more>  Abel,  480 
Dyer,  Giles,  274 

EastmED,  Jonathan,  556 
Easton,  Nicholas,  226 
Eaton,  Theophilua,  232 
Elliot,  Andrew,  266 
Ely,  Samuel,  480 
Endicott,  John,  223,  4 
Eppes,  Benjamin,  555 
Eustis,  William,  499 
Everett,  Edward,  503 

FUher,  Daniel,  248 
Flint,  Thomas,  228 
Forbes,  A.,  556 
Foster,  Hopestill,  248 
Foster,  John,  293 
Fowle,  Daniel,  364 
Fowle,  Zechariah,  864 
French,  John, 266 
French,  Thomas,  265,  6 

Gage,  Thomas,  386,  9,  91 
Gardner,  Henry,  389,  91 
Gardner,  Jonathan,  556 
Gedney,  Bartholomew,  264 
Gerry,  Elbridge,  424,  46 
GUbert,  William,  556 
Giles,  Eliezer,  260 
Gill,  Moses,  492 
Glover,  John,  240 
Goodhue,  William,  266 
Gookin,  Daniel,  240 
Gorham,  Nathaniel,  446, 8, 

682 
Grant,  566 
Gray,  Harrison,  888 
Green,  Thomas,  847 
Greene,  David,  554 
Greene,  John,  588 
Greene,  William,  583 
Greffoire  and  family,  582 
Gridley,  Jeremy,  864 
Gunter,  859 

Hammersmith,  268 
Hancock,  John,  426, 44,6, 

7,8,51,90 
Hardwicke,  Lord,  582 
Hart,  Thomas,  266 
Hawley,  Joseph,  582 
Hawthorne,  John,  266 
Hawthorn,   William,  227, 

8,40 
Hayward,  William,  229 
Heath,  William,  229,  88 
Heywood,  Samuel,  582 
Hibbens,  William,  234 
Higginson,  John,  292,  3 
Hifls,  Joseph,  241,  61 
Hillsborough,  Lord,  882 
Hilton,  Edward,  224,  48 
Hinckley,  Thomas,  264 
IM»art,  Aanm»  585 


Holmes,  Abiel,  865 
Holmes,  John  J.,  556 
Houchin,  Jeremiah,  240 
Hovey,  John,  267 
How,  John,  265 
Howard,  556 
Howie tt,  Samuel,  267 
Hewlett,  William,  265 
Hubbard,  Thomas,  347,64 
Hubbard,  William,  228 
Hull,  John,  228 
Humfrey,  John,  228,  32 
Hutchins,  William,  266 
Hutchinson,  Edward,  243 
Hutchinson,  Elisha,  293 
Hutchinson,  Thomas,  372, 
3,  82,  3,  4,  5,  6 

James  IL,  263 
Jarvis,  Leonard,  555 
Jeffrey,  William,  224 
Jennison,  William,  226, 8 
Jewett,  Joseph,  240 
Jewett,  Joseph,  265,  6 
Jewett,  Maximilian,  240 
Johnson,  Edward,  248 
Johnson,  John,  226,  7,  8 
Joy,  Walter,  585 

Keayne,  Robert,  228, 84 
Kemball,  Thomas,  583 
Kbtcham,  Phebe,  556 
King,  Henry,  585 
King,  Paul,  430 
King,  Rufus,  446 
Kinsman,  Robert,  266 

La  Fayette,  582 
Lechmere,  Richard,  586, 7 
Lee,  Arthur,  437 
Legg,  Samuel,  293 
Leverett,  John,  240 
Lincoln,  Benjamin,  444,  5 
Lincoln,  I^vi,  499,  500,  2 
Line  (Lynd)  Thomas,  229 
Loring,  Israel,  582 
Loreing,  Thomas,  226 

Marshall,  Thomas,  248 
Mauduit,  Jasper,  877 
Mayhew,  Thomas,  226, 7,8 
Metcalf,  Mr.,  444 
Mills,  Edward,  502 
Morrell,  Jacob,  266 
Morris,  Robert,  429 
Morton,  Marcus,  504,  5 
Morton,  Thomas,  224 
Mousall,  John,  227 
Mynot,  George,  227 

Nelson,  Philip,  266,  7 
Nowell,  Increase,  241 
Noyes,  Peter,  229 

Ogden,  Samuel,  583 


Oldham,  John,  232 
Oliver,  Andrew,  847 
Oliver,  James,  248 
Oliver,  Peter,  243 
Osgood,  Christopher,  267 
Osgood,  John,  867 
Osgood,  Samuel,  424, 37 
Otis,  James,  364 
Otto,  582 
Oxford,  582 

Paige,  Nicholas,  274 
Paine,  Robert  T.,  387 
Parker,  James,  229 
Parker,  Richard,  243 
Parks,  William,  227 
Patch,  Thomas,  266 
Patrick,  Daniel,  225,  6 
Peck,  John,  555,  6 
Peck,  Joseph,  228,  9 
Peirce,  William,  247 
Pemberton,  Thomas,  860, 

1,6 
Phelps,  Oliver,  448,  582 
Phillips,  George,  225 
Phips,  Spencer,  327,  8,  9, 

61,6 
Phips,  William,  290 
Pierson,  John,  Sen.,  265,  6 
Pitt,  William,  420 
Pomeroy,  Dr.,  444 
Porter,  Moses,  857 
Pownall,  Thomas,  366,  7, 

8,71 
Pulton,  261 

Randolph,    Edward,    268, 

584 
Rawson,  Edward,  228,  9, 

68 
Rayment,  William,  266 
Reade,  William,  228 
Redford,  Charles,  266 
Reed,  Joseph,  420 
Rich,  Charles,  588 
Rich,  Robert,  588 
Russell,  James,  891 
Russell,  Joseph,  864 

Saltonstall,  Nathaniel,  266 
Saltonstall,  Richard,  227 
Saunders,  John,  229 
Savage,  Thomas,  243 
Service,  Thomas,  556 
Sewall,  Samuel,  586 
Shavs,  Daniel,  444 
Shelbume,  Earl,  879 
Shepherd,    William,   444, 

564 
Shrimpton,  Samuel,  264 
Sbute,    Samuel,    297,    8 

685,6 
Shirley,  WUliam,822,S,4, 

6,  62, 6 
Sibley,  John,  S66 
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Smyth,  WUliam,  227 
Southgate,  J.,  556 
Sparhawk,  Nathaniel,  229 
Spencer,  John,  226 
Sprague,  Ralph,  226,7,  8 
Stevens,  Benjamin,  265, 6 
Stevens,  John,  265,  6 
Stoddard,  Anthony,  248 
Stoughton,  William,  249, 

64 
Strong,  Caleh,  446,  92,  8, 

4,6,6 
Suffield,  249 
Sullivan,  James,  494 
Sumner,  Increase,  491,  2 

Taylor,  James,  291 
Thomson,  David,  224 
Tomlins^  Timothy,  227 
Townseod,  Penn,  293 
Trask,  William,  226 
Treadwell,  Nathaniel,  266 
Trowbridge,  Edmund,  864 


Trumbull,  Jonathan,  419 
Tryon,  William,  419 
Turner,  Charles,  556 
Turner,  Nathaniel,  226 
Tyog,  Edward,  241,8 
Tyng,  William,  229 
Tyler,  Royall,  364 

Underhill,  John,  225,  6 

Vinger,  Marten,  682 

Wait,  John,  248 
Waldo,  Sarah,  656 
Walker,  Richard,  228 
Ward,  Nathaniel,  229 
Ward,  Samuel,  227 
Warren,  John,  554 
Wan  en,  Joseph,  388 
Webb,  John,  253 
Weed,  John,  266 
Wendell,  OUver,  566 


Wetmore,  Seth,  666 
Wharton,  Richard,  262 
Wheelock,  Ralph,  228 
Whipple,  John,  229 
Whipple,  John,  266 
White,  Thomas,  227 
Wilbore,  Shadrach,  268 
Willard,  Simon,  229 
William  and  Mary,  269 
Williams,  Israel,  357 
Wilson,  John,  225 
Winsor,  Thomas,  586 
Winthrop,  John,  228,  4,88 
Winthrop,  WaitsUUJ  264 
Wise,  John,  265,  6 
Wood,  Simon,  266 
Wood,  William,  682 
Woodbridge,  John,  227,  8 
Woodhead,  William,  686 
Woodman,  Edward,  227 

Young,  Alexander,  864,  6 
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Tb«  same  rol«  for  designatinf  the  pafes  in  the  lodax  of  Names  for  the  third  part*  I* 

iMie. 


Absenteee*  property,  427 

Address  to  the  kin^,  880 

Admiralty  court,  874 

African  company,  685,  6 

Agents  for  England,  282,  4,  61 

Agricultural  societies,  505 

Alien  passengers,  fees,  680 

Anabaptists,  oS4 

Annual  charge  of  Massachusetts,  326 

Appeals  to  the  people,  390,  418,  21,  2,3, 

4,7,30,1,2,8,43,4 
Appraisement,  229,  47 
Armed  force,  881,  2 
Auction  taxes,  428,  508,  4,  80 
Auditor-general,  238, 8, 9,  41 

Banks,  819 ;  North  American,  429 ;  de- 
cline to  lend  the  State  money,  496; 
law  on  this  subject,  497,  601 ;  taxed, 
494,  503,  4 

Bank  shares  of  the  State  to  be  sold,  498 

Bank  taxes,  579, 80 

Baptisms,  584 

Barley  malt  named  for  rates,  258 

Beaver,  230,  72 

Beaver  trade,  229,  36,  9,  45,  9, 77 

Beef,  price  of,  272,  6,80,  2,  9, 810,  48 

Beer  manufactured,  258 

Bills  for  rates,  250 

Bills  of  credit,  271,  91,  8,  4,  6,  7,8,  810, 
II,  12,  13,  14,  15, 16,  17, 18, 19,  20, 1, 
2,  8,  6,  9,  44,  66,  7 

Births,  584 

Body  of  laws,  229,  61 

Book  debts,  259 

Boston  petitions,  242,  8,  59;  declaration, 
268,  9  ;  example,  272  ;  great  fire, 
872.  8 

Brandy,  259 

Bribery  attempted,  420 


British  offer  of  reconciliation,  419;  at- 
tempts to  divide  our  countrymen,  480, 
1 ;  vessels  to  be  entered  and  cleared, 
483 ;  spoliations,  495 

Burden  of  taxes,  418 

Burials,  584 

Butter,  price,  280, 1, 2, 9 

Canada  expedition,  825,  6,  68 

Cape  Breton  reduced,  868 

Captives,  280 

Carriage  of  produce,  243,  8,  68, 79, 80, 1 

Carriages  taxed,  847-60,  429,  575, 6 

Castle,  228,  47,  9 

Cattle,  228,  9,  85,  45,  S,  81 

Chareea  of  war,  280 

Chariestown  tax,  272 

Charter  of  Charles  I.,  224, 32 ;  nullified, 
262 

Circulars  to  the  people,  431 

Claim  on  the  national  treasury,  498, 603 

Collection  of  taxes,  difficult,  447 

Collectors  empowered  to  require  assist- 
ance, 317,  450 

Colonial  laws,  229 

Colony  in  debt,  234,  40,  6,  8,60;  ez« 
penses,  247 ;  trade,  239,  48,  9 

Colony  and  town  taxes,  224, 5,  6, 81, 82 
-89 

Commercial  privileges,  224  ;  duties 
granted  to  the  nat&nal  treasury,  488, 
4;  revenue,  489,  41,  2,  6,  8,  9,  60, 
1,96 

Commissioners  of  taxes,  226,  7,  8,  9, 87, 
8, 9,  48,  9,  66,7,  9,  81 ;  of  Charles  II., 
247;  of  the  United  Colonies,  242,  79; 
at  Albany,  869;  in  France,  420;  ftr 
Washinffton,  497 

Commodiues  for  taxes,  810, 26,  7, 48, 4, 
411,  27,  88,  76, 6,  7 
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Companies,  joint   and   common  itock, 

232,  3 
Complaiat  about  taxes,  241,  2 
Conciliatory  resolve  of  tlie    House   of 

Commons,  390 
Confederates,  230,  3,  4 
Confederation  of  colonies,  230 ;  articles, 

417,  436,  92 
Congress  of  the  colonies  proposed,  878 
Congress  proposed,  386, 7 ;  remarks,  888, 

90,  421,  2 
Connecticut  grant,  582 
Constitutioo,  British,  373,  9,  82, 8 
Constitution  of  Massachusetts,  426;   of 

the  United  States,  446,  8,  9, 92,  6 
Contest  between  France  and  England, 

868 
Continental  bills,  391 ;  whoever  will  not 

receive  them  is  to  be  accounted  an 

enemy,  416,25,  6,  9;  value,  477 
Contribution,  248,  72 
Convention,  called  General  Court,  269 
Conventions,  416,  24,  441,  6,  96,  7 
Corn,  or  various  sorts  of  grain,  259, 60 
Council  for  safety,  269 
Council  and  House  differ,  298,  325 
Councillors,  their  pay,  312,  14 
Country  pay  or  grain,  etc,  259,  71 
Counties  or  shires,  231 
County  commissioners,  235,  6,7,8,48, 

73 
County  and  town  taxes,  252-56,  7,  73-5, 

82-9,  300-9,  30-42, 45,  6,  93-410, 11 

-16,  54-73,  508-39 
Court  charges,  243 
Credit  of  the  province,  871 
Creditors,  public,  450 
Crisis,  perilous,  439, 45 
down  officers  taxed,  384 
Cub  new  licked,  365 
Currency,  222, 3 ;  fallen  on  the  hands  of 

the  people,  431,  2 
Customs  on  wines,  etc,  239,  42,  3,  5, 50, 

9,61 

Debts  assumed  by  Congress,  451, 8,  90 
Defalcation,  494 
Defence,  890,  491, 5,  6 
Deficiencies  of  taxation,  437 
Delegates,  416,  24,  32,  41,  6,  96,  7 
Depreciation  of  paper  money,  810, 11, 14, 

15,  22, 48,  416, 18,  21, 8, 4, 5,  6,  8,  9, 

81,2 
Depudes,  240,  2,  60 
Direct  taxes,  498,  575-80 
Discount  for  money,  249, 50,  6, 7, 8, 9, 

60,  2,  70, 1, 5 
Distress  of  the  province,  271 ;  for  pro- 

viiion,422 
Domestic  manufactures,  884 
Dormant  lands,  278 
Duties,  225, 48,  72 ;  on  imports  allowed 

to  Congress,  433 

Eastern  lands,  486,  48, 58,  91,  9, 580 

76 


Empty  treasury,  291,  4, 816, 8, 20 
Encouragement  of  the  people,  420 
Escape  from  taxes,  246 
EsUte  Ux,  222,  6,  9,  88,  4, 5, 6,  7, 8,  62, 

8, 7,  71 ,  88,  90. 6,  99,  300,  41,8,  579 
Examination  of  the  treasury,  241 
Excise,  230,  43,  63,  77,  8,  90,  1,  8,  4,  6, 

7, 9,  319,  20 ;  on  china,  coffee  and  tea, 

875 ;  on  tea,  429;  on  wines  and  spirits, 

379 ;  on  liquors,  362;  left  to  the  towns^ 

863,5,79,83,429 
Excitement  caused  by  British  taxation, 

376.  7.  8 
Exempts  from  taxes,  235,  7,  8, 9,  42,  78| 

311;  to  be  taxed,  501,  2 
Expeditions,228,  32,  8 
Expenses  at  Newton,  225, 6 

Faculties  taxed,  277, 82, 97,874,  502 
Federal  mooey,  490, 1 
Females,  half  a  poll  tax,  291 
Finances,  241,2,8,  58-62,  70-73,  90-99 

311-29,61,8-92,  417-58,  90-«07 
Fire  in  Boston,  262 
Fishery  on  Cape  Cod  taxed,  277, 8 
Foreign  property,  229 ;  relations  perilous. 

494 
Forfeitures,  874 
France,  policy  of,  491 
Freedom  of  debate,  381,  2 
Free  negroes  and  mulattoes,  586 
French  war,  270, 1,  88,  90, 5,  325, 6«  66, 

8,  73, 416 
French  wines,  230 
Funded  debt,  490 

General  Court  moved  to  Salem,  814 ;  dis- 
solved, 386,  8 

Gold  a  legal  tender,  374 

Governor's  salary,  291,  324,  85;  wish 
negaUved,297;  reproof,  320 

Grain  for  taxes,  228, 4,  6-9, 80,  2, 8,  9, 
40,  1,  3,  4,  5,  6, 7,  8,  9,  50,  7,  8,  9,  60« 
1,  2,  3,  7,8,  70, 1,  6,  7,  8,9,80,1,2,9, 
90,  3,  810,  48, 4,  475,  6,  7 

Grievances  of  the  House,  295, 81, 2 

Hard  money,  829 

Hardwicke,  582 

Hartford  Convention,  496,  7 

Harvard  College,  sesrion  At,  882, 8 

Hawkers  and  pediers,  tax,  580 

Hawley,  582 

Hay  and  com  net  to  be  rated,  235 

Head  money,  270 

Highlanders,  regiment  of,  366 

House  of  Representatives  contend  as  to 
the  mode  or  taxation  and  of  supplying 
the  treasury,  291,  2,  813, 14, 16 

House  of  Commons,  their  resolve  against 
the  representatives,  316 

Illicit  trade,  294 

Importations  taxed,  381 

ImpoKa,  not  to  be  bought,  889, 91, 488 


^ 
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Imposts,  224, 83, 9, 41,8, 68, 72, 90, 1, 8, 
4,  6,  7, 9, 817,  ^,  91 

ImpreMment  of  boats  and  teams,  279 

Imprisoament,  238 

Improved  lands,  277 

Indian  war,  228,  32,  3,68,80,9,70,1,96; 

loss  in,  584 
Indian  tribute,  248;  captives  sold,  260 
Indians,    western,    insurrection,    376  ; 

plague,  number,  etc.,  585,  6 
Insurgents,  428,  80,  42 ;  killed,  444,  5 
Insurrection  in  Kennebeck  county,  494 
Intemperance,  295,  319,  79 
Ipswich  declaration,  264, 5 
Iron  taxed,  278 

Job  or  <«  greate,"  234 
Judges'  salaries,  886 

Kidnapping,  583, 4 
King's  province,  274 

Labor,  price,  234 

Land,  price  of,  282 ;  tax,  261, 76, 95 

Law  books,  279 

Laws  for  taxes,  234-8,  41,  4,  6,  7,  61,  2, 
3,  4, 7,  78,  81 

Lean  cattle,  245, 6 

Legislative  discordance,  291,  2,  3,  4,6,7, 
8,  9,  313,  14, 15,  16, 17, 18, 20, 1,  4,6. 
7,  8,  73,  427 

Lenders  of  money  to  the  Province,  pro- 
posal to  free  such  loans  from  tax,  365 

Letter  from  Gov.  Berkeley,  slaves,  5i85 

Liberties  abridged,  263-9, 312,  20,  4,  77 
-82,  4,  5,  6 

Licenses,  243 ;  for  sale  of  liquors,  429, 580 

Light-house,  297,  9 

Limitation  of  prices  for  provisions,  425 

Liquors  taxed,  278,  362-5, 86,  429 

Live  stock,  228,  9,  35,  7,  40,  1,  4,  6,  9, 
57, 9, 62, 76,  81,  2,  310,  44,»4I1 

Loans  to  the  Province,  269,  72,  97,  378, 
91;  national,  451 

Loss  of  tax  grain  to  be  borne  by  the  pay- 
ers, 229,  30,  90 ;  on  grain,  260,  2,  8 

Lottery,  324,  9,  450.  i,  2 

Lumber  for  rates,  245 ;  taxed,  277,  8 

Lunatic  asylum,  505,  6 

Mackerel  taxed,  278, 80 

Magistrates  free  from  taxation  for  a  cer- 

tun  sum,  235,  42 
Maffistrates'  table,  278, 9 
Maine  becomes  a  State,  498, 9 
Malecontents,  428 
Manufactures,  847,  60, 1 
Martiia's  Vineyard,  291 
Maryland,  417 
Massachusetta  the  leading  province,  368, 

9, 73,  4,  80 
Masto  for  the  king,  247,  8 
Means  to  keep  down  the  increase   of 

Uxes,229, 80,  8, 6,  9, 43,  5, 8, 50, 9, 60, 

72, 90, 862, 5, 79, 89, 426, 84, 5, 579-81 


Mechanics,  284, 7 

Military  force,  584,  5 

Military  instructors  at  the  public  charge, 
225,6 

Militia  ordered  out,  444 ;  question  whe- 
ther they  are  subject  to  the  order  of 
the  Fre<rident,  494 

Milled  dollars,  828 ;  gold,  871 

Millers,  returns  to  them  of  public 
charges,  277 

Ministers  supported  at  public  charge, 
225;  neslected,  236 

Monster  of  monsters,  863,  4 

Nantucket,  291,  370 

National  credit,  297,  8;  debt,  422, 95 

Necessity  of  punctual  taxes,  428 

Newbury,  setUement,  582 

New  England  currency,  222 

New  government,  891 

New  Hampshire,  271 

New  Hampshire,  births,  burials,  slaves, 

584,6 
New  Portland,  582 
New  tenor  bilh,  817,  429 
Newton,  capital,  creek,  palisade,  226, 6 
New  York,  lands,  582 
Non-importation,  383, 4,  9 
Non-residenta  taxed,  280 

Old  tenorbills,  317,20, 1,4 
Opposers  of  taxes,  264-8,  9 
Oppressive  taxation,  269 
Optional  taxation,  418 
Oxford,  582 
Oysters  taxed,  278 

Pamphlet  to  be  burnt,  364 

Paper  money,  228,  71,  91-99,  311-15, 17 

-21,  28,4,6,9,  416.  17, 18, 19,  21,  2,3, 

5,6,  8,9;  not  to  be  created  without 

the  royal  sanction,  312,  18 ;  of  other 

colonies  to  be  current,  391 
Parliamentary  grants,  366,  8,  9,  70,  1, 

4.6 
Pariiamentary  taxation,  876,  7,  8, 9, 80, 

1, 2,  9,  90 
Peace,  874,  497 
Peas  for  taxes,  lost,  262, 90 
Pecuniary  convulsion,  819 
Pequod  expedition,  228, 13 
Peterborough,  582 
Petition  for  the  removal   of  Governor 

Bernard,  882 
Pine  tree  coin,  222 
Plymouth  Colony,  taxation, 277-^;  value 

of  ito  property,  288 
Plymouth,  servants,  military  slaves,  586 
Poll  taix,222,  SO,  3,  4,6,6, 7,  41,2,  61,  8, 

62,  8,  7, 9,  70,  1, 2,  90,  1,  4,  6, 9, 309, 

11,  41,  2,  5,  411,  74, 95,  608,  5,  6 
Polls,  274,  482-86 
Population,  diminishes,  867;   tables  o^ 

558-74,  84,  5,  6 
I  Pork  fer  taxes,  279, 80, 91, 310 
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Pork,  price  of,  872, 6, 80,  2,  9, 310, 48 

Pdrt  bill,  887 

Preceptors  exempted  from  taxes,  498 

President  of  the  college,  247 

Price  of  grain,  S^6-9,  80,  2, 8,  9, 40,  3, 
4,  6,  6,  7-60,  7-08,  7,  70,  6.  9,  80. 1, 2, 
9,  810,  48,  4,  475,  6,  7 

Price  of  boards,  245 ;  merchandize,  272, 
348,  426,  7,  88,  76,  6,  7 

Price  of  live  stock,  235, 7,  44,  9,  67,  63, 
76,  82, 310,  44,  411 

Priceof8llver,293,  4 

Privilege  of  new  towns,  249 

Privilege  of  the  House,  326 

Proeesdon.  360 

Property,  foreign,  226,  9,  86 ;  to  be  rated 
where  situated,  236  ;  in  coomion,  mis- 
take, 277;  increased  more  than  the 
population,  496 

Proportions  of  Massachusetts  for  U.  S. 
taxes,  891,  2,  418, 21, 2,  4,  6,  8,  9,  30, 
1, 2.  4,  6,  6,  677-^ 

Proportion  of  property  to  be  taxed,  on 
which  valuations  were  subsequently 
made,  476 

Proportionate  taxes,  846,  6,  411-16, 79- 
86.644-67 

Prosecution  for  imprisonment,  864 

Prospect  of  the  Commonwealth  darkened, 
876;  of  relief,  448 

Prosperous  condition  of  the  Common- 
wealth 493 

Province  bills,  228;  value,  3i0,  48;  re- 
called, 826 

Province  free  from  debt,  886 

Provinces  addressed,  880 

Provincial  embarrassmento,  366,  7,  71, 
81,  2,  8,  92 

Provincial  Congress,  88,  9 

Provisions,  etc.,  for  taxes,  424,  6,  7 

Public  rates,  228 

Quakers  taxed  for  their  quota  of  soldiers, 

872,  3,684 
Quebec  captured,  870 
Question  about  the  treasurer's  accounto, 

872 

Railroad  responsibilities,  604,  6;  divi- 
dends, 681 

Reasons  for  laying  a  tax,  600 

Recall  of  psper  money,  418 

Records  of  General  Court  lost,  229 

Redemption  of  paper  money,  296,  326, 
426 

Recal  injunction  on  Mr.  Belcher,  821 

Reinforcement,  892 

Remonstrance  of  the  House,  881 

Representatives,  taxes  for  paying  them, 
812,  14 ;  discontinued,  499 ;  charged 
in  Parliament  with  conduct  tending  to 
shake  off  allegiance  to  the  crown,  816, 
19 ;  their  complaint,  321 

Representatives,  290-99,  311-26,  27-29, 
61-00,  427,  99 

Re«)lvet  against  British  taxation,  878, 


80 ;  salary  of  the  governor,  886 ;  of 
the  judges,  886 ;  port  bill,  887 

Retailers'  tax,  296 

Retaliation,  814 

Returns  of  corporate  stocks,  606 

Revenue,  268 

Revolution,  264,  6,  6,  9 

Revolutionary  debt,  497 

Righta  of  the  people,  879,  80, 1,  2,  4,  6, 
6,7,8 

Rome,  682 

Royal  displeasure  against  the  represen- 
tatives, 816 

Royal  order,  816 ;  about  the  issue  of  pa« 
per  money,  annulled,  828,  4 

Rum,  269,  77,  8 

Sack,  230 

Salaries,  226,  6,  77,  8,  9, 81,  8, 4 

Salary  of  the  governor,  314,  24,  86 

Sale  at  outcry,  815 

Salem, -example,  272;  vote  about  treaf- 
ury  supplies,  816, 16 

School  fund,  502, 5 

Scotch  prisoners  sold  into  limited  bond- 
age, 583,  6 

Scrip  of  the  State,  462 

Selectmen  of  the  towns,  431 

Servants,  white,  686,  6 

Service  tax,  224 

Sessions  of  Greneral  Court,  282 

Sheep,  236, 7,  44,  6,  9,  57,  76,  82 

Silver  plate,  price  of,  228 

Single,  double,  treble,  etc.,  taxes,  282,9, 
60, 1,  7,  8,  9,  60,  1,  2,  70,  4,  6,  90 

SlnlqnEfund,  487 

Slave,  James,  freed,  686, 7 

Slave  trade,  686 

Slaves,  260,  311,  45, 411,  685,  6 

Small  pox,  684 

Spanish  war,  817, 20 

Specie  or  grain,  228,  60,  8,  9,  78,  9,  82 

Spinsters  on  the  Common,  860 

Spoil,  280 

Stamp  act  of  the  Province,  365;  of  the 
United  States,  676, 7,  8 ;  of  parliament, 
876, 7 ;  repealed,  378 

State  responsibilities,  487,  8,  9,  41, 2,  3, 
61,2 

Sterling  money,  222 

Stock  in  trade,  taxed,  844 

Strangers  taxed,  226 ;  doomed,  240, 6 

Strong  water,  277 

Struggle  for  liberty,  822,  4 

Style,  226 

Subscriptions  for  defence,  446 

Sugar  act,  876,  7 

Supply  of  the  Province  treasury  laid  be- 
fore the  towns,  il6 

Supplies  of  the  treasury  without  adequate 
taxation,  417 

Surveyor-general,  284 

Table  of  Continental  money  issued  to  the 

States,  478 
Table  of  valuation  and  popolatioD,  667-74 


596 


INDEX  OF  SUBJECTS. 


Table  of  ttzes»  876,  809, 41, 2, 410, 74, 
548 

Ttr  taxed,  278 

Tar  for  tazea,  279,  810 

Taxation,  remarks,  221,  2;  according  to 
roeaii8»226 

Taxes,  687 

Taxes,  high,  282, 42,  60,  6,  7,  8,  9,  60, 
70, 2, 6,  90, 1,  8-7,  812,  17, 18, 19, 20 
-29, 62-85,  416-44 

Taxless  years,  249,  328,  81,  2 

Tax  lUts,  231,  51-7,  73-75,  82-89,  300- 
9,  30-42,  6,  6,  93-410,  11-16,  54-75, 
508-43,  44-57 

Taxes  paid  by  the  Commoa  Stock  Com- 
pany, 233 ;  assessed,  but  not  enacted, 
375,  6,  81 ;  large  sums  of  them  due, 
438 ;  not  laid  for  twelve  years,  506 

Taxes  paid  to  the  United  States,  676-9 

Teas  taxed,  429 

Tobacco  taxed,  277 

Tonnage,  290,  344 

Town  commissioner,  235,  6,  7, 8, 48,  65, 
6,  7, 69, 73 

Towns  abated  in  their  rates,  249 ;  because 
of  loss  by  the  enemy,  258,  9 ;  applied 
for  relief  from  heavy  taxes,  317 

Trade,  249 ;  recommended,  368 

Traders  taxed,  312 

Transactions  of  General  Court,  etc., 
about  taxes,  225-30,  32-50, 58-73,  77- 
82, 90^99, 311-29,  47,  61-92,  416-53, 
90-507 

Treasurer's  account,  243 

Treasurer  to  sell  corn,  247 ;  to  give 
bonds,  361 ;  appointed  by  Provincial 
Congress,  389 


Treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  226, 7, 
9,  30,  3;  destitution,  234,5,  6;  to  be 
examined,  241,  91,  4,  6,  316, 71 

Treaty  with  France,  420 

Trials  in  collecting  rates,  244, 5, 60 

Tribute,  243 

Troopers,  239, 70 

Union  and  exertion,  431 
United  Colonies,  230,  3, 4 
United  States  urged  to  pay  their  respon- 
sibilities, 432,  3 
Usurpation,  263 

Vacating  the  charter,  386 

Valuation,  226,  7,  8,  9,  30.  2,  4, 5,  7,  9, 
40, 1,  3,  4,  5,  6,  57-60,  7, 9,  76, 81,  2, 
8,  9,  98,  810,  43,  4,  411,  28,  36;  of 
counties,  487-^ ;  of  towns,  557-74 

Vellum,  etc.,  taxed,  865, 435 

Vessels  rated,  235,  78, 82,  344 

Vintners,  230,  41 

Wampum,  223,  9, 34, 9, 43, 5 

War  between  Spain  and  England,  317 ; 
with  England  expected  to  he  short,  392 

Warehouse  for  rates,  259, 62 

Warning  from  Governor  Gage,  389 

Wayland,  582 

Western  lands,  432 ;  granted  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  435,  48 

West  Hampshire,  271 

Whales,  taken  adrift,  taxed,  277 

Wheat  bounty,  604 

Wines.  230,  3,  9,  43, 5, 9, 59, 77 

Wolves,  247, 78 


